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Plate.  Neio  York  City. 

1.  Merchants'  Coffee  House.    Charles  P.  Gruppe's  painting,  representing  tlie 

arrival  of  Washington  for  his  inauguration  in  1789.  Owned  by  the 
Federal  Sugar  Refining  Co.,  which  now  occupies  the  site. 

2.  (a)    Fort  Masonic  Tablet,  Brooklyn,    (b)    John  Street  Tablet,  Man- 

hattan. 

3.  Straus  Memorial  Fountain,  Straus  Park,  Manhattan. 

4.  Wireless  Operators'  Memorial  Fountain,  Battery  Park,  Manhattan. 

5.  Manhattan  Company's  Reservoir:    Plan  and  Elevation. 

6.  Manhattan  Company's  Reservoir:     (a)  Bottom  of  iron  tank  resting  on 

top  of  stone  foundation  after  removal  of  iron  side-plates,  (b)  Interior 
of  stone  foundation  during  demolition. 

7.  Ferine  House,  Dongan  Hills,  Staten  Island. 

8.  New   York   Commercial   Tercentenary:    Pageant   at   Fort  Wadsworth, 

Staten  Island.    First  trading  with  the  Indians. 
!).    New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary:    Folk  Dance  at  Curtis  Athletic 
Field,  Staten  Island. 

10.  New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary:    Wand  Drill  at  Brooklyn  Athletic 

Field. 

11.  New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary:    Indian  Village  at  Crotona  Field, 

Borough  of  the  Bronx. 

12.  New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary:    General  View  of  Pageant  in  Cen- 

tral Park. 

13.  New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary:    Impersonation  of  Dutch  Settlers 

in  Pageant  in  Central  Park. 

14.  New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary:    The  Melting  Pot,  in  the  Harlem 

and  other  Pageants. 

15.  New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary:    Typical  view  of  the  Commercial 

Exhibits  in  the  Grand  Central  Palace. 

16.  New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary:    Group  of  Indians  in  the  Indian 

Exhibit  in  the  Grand  Central  Palace. 

17.  New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary:    Official  Medal. 

18.  New  York  Commerciak  Tercentenary :    Official  Poster. 

19.  New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary :    OfTicial  Badge. 

20.  New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary:    OfHcial  Flag. 

21.  Flag  for  the  Protection  of  Monuments,  niuseums,  etc.,  in  time  of  wai', 

proposed  by  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society. 

22.  Oflficial  Flag  of  the  City  of  New  York,  adopted  in  1915. 

23.  History  of  the  Seal  of  New  York  City:     (a)    Arms  of  the  City  of 

Amsterdam,  drawn  from  an  engraving  of  a  medal  of  1578  in  Le  Clerc's 
"  Histoire  des  Provinces-Unies  des  Pays  Bas."  (b)  Seal  of  the 
Province  of  New  Netherland,  1623,  from  illustration  in  Volume  IV, 
Documentary  History  of  New  York,  (c)  Seal  of  the  City  of  New 
Amsterdam,  1654,  drawn  from  impressions  of  the  seal,  (d)  Seal  of 
the  Province  of  New  York,  1669,  from  illustration  in  Volume  IV, 
Documentary  History  of  New  York. 

24.  History  of  the  Seal  of' the  City  of  New  York:     (a)  Seal  of  the  City  of 

New  York,  1676,  with  Ducal  Coronet,  from  impression  on  land-grant 
to  Conraed  Ten  Eyck,  dated  September  1,  1687,  in  possession  of  Frank 
W.  Demarest.  (b)  Seal  of  1686  with  Imperial  Crown,  from  impression 
on  land-grant  to  Cornelius  Van  Ranst  dated  February  12,  1750,  in  the 
New  York  Historical  Society  archives,  (c)  Woodcut  of  seal  of  1686 
in  Volume  III,  Documentary  History  of  New  York,  (d)  Small  seal 
with  Ducal  Coronet  used  in  1687  and  later  from  impression  on  a  war- 
rant signed  by  Mayor  Caleb  Heathcotc  in  1711,  in  the  City  Clerk's 
office. 
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I'tafe.  New  York  City —  (Continued) 

25.  History  of  the  Seal  of  the  City  of  New  Yorlc:     (a)  Seal  of  1784,  with 

eagle  crest  and  date  1686,  from  impression  among  the  "  Paulding  seals," 
New  York  Historical  Society,  (b)  Seal  in  current  use  in  1915,  from 
the  City  Record,     (e)  Standard  design  adopted  by  the  City  in  1915. 

26.  History  of  the   Seal   of  the  City  of  New  York:    Variations  in  the 

delineation  of  the  City's  arms;  (a)  From  diagram  of  Aldermen's 
Chamber  in  Corporation  Manual  for  1854.  (b)  From  title  page  of 
Corporation  Manual  for  1862.  (c)  From  fac-simile  of  Mayor's  pass- 
port in  Corporation  Manual  for  1870. 

27.  History  of  the  Seal  of  the  City  of  New  York:    Vignette  from  the  West 

Indisehe  Paskaejt,  aire.  1641,  illustrating  early  navigators,  their 
instruments,  and  the  arms  of  the  City  of  Amsterdam. 

28.  History  of  the  seal  of  the  City  of  New  York:    Illustrations  from  Smith's 

"Generall  Historic  of  Virginia,"  showing  attire,  manner  of  dressing 
the  hair,  and  the  one-piece  bow  of  the  coastal  Algonquins.  (a)  A 
Susquehannah  Indian  from  Capt.  John  Smith's  Map  of  Virginia. 
{]>)  Captain  Smith  Capturing  the  King  of  the  the  Panninkey  Indians 
in  1608. 

29.  Revolutionary   Camp   Life:    Site   of   British   Hut   Camp   on  Prescott 

Avenue. 

30.  Revolutionary  Camp  Life:     (a)    Fireplace  in  Hut  "  S."     (b)  Cutting 

into  floor  of  a  British  hut. 

31.  Revolutionary  Camp  Life:    Colonial  Chinaware  found  on  site  of  the 

Oblienis  House. 

32.  Revolutionary  Camp  Life.    British  officers'  buttons  found  on  the  Prescott 

Avenue  camp  ground. 

33.  Revolutionary  Camp  Life:    Five  lead  seals,  English  and  French,  from 

packages  of  clothing,  and  a  bronze  badge  of  an  officer  of  the  Guards. 

34.  Revolutionary  Camp  Life:    Von  KrafTt's  panoramic  sketch  from  Laurel 

Hill  in  1779,  redrawn  in  line  with  the  aid  of  a  magnifying  glass  from 
a  photogravure  of  the  original. 

Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

35.  Philipse  Manor  Hall:     (a)     Portrait  of  Col.  Roger  Morris,  by  West. 

(b)  Portrait  of  Mrs.  Roger  Morris  (born  Mary  Philipse),  by  Copley. 

36.  Philipse  Manor  Hall:    East  Hall  and  Stairway. 

37.  Philipse  ?*Ianor  Hall:    North  end  of  old  kitchen. 

38.  Philipse  ]\Ianor  Hall:       North  end  of  Common  Council  Chamber  as 

altered  by  the  City  before  the  building  came  into  the  custody  of  this 
Society,  awaiting  furniture. 

Stony  Point,  .¥.  Y. 

39.  State  Reservation:    Fireplace  in  Museum,  showing  mortars  captured 

by  Wayne  from  the  British  in  1779. 

40.  State  Reservation :    View  across  the  Hudson  River  towards  Verplanek's 

Point. 

41.  United  States  Lighthouse  Reservation:    Bell-tower  on  extreme  point, 

adjoining  State  Reservation. 

West  Point,  W.  Y. 

42.  L^nited  States  Military  Reservation:    Looking  northeast  from  Fort  Put- 

nam, showing  Constitution  Island  and  northern  end  of  campus. 

43.  United  States  Military  Reservation:    Looking  east  from  Fort  Putnam, 

showing  campus,  chapel,  etc. 

Newburgh  and  New  Windsor,  N.  Y. 

44.  (a)  Washington's  Headquarters,  Newburgh.     (b)  Kno.x's  Headquarters, 

near  Vail's  Gate,  New  Windsor. 

45.  (a)   Reputed  Birthplace  of  De  Witt  Clinton  in  New  Windsor  Village. 

(b)  The  Dr.  His^by  House,  Town  of  New  Windsor,  for  which  the  same 
honor  is  claimed. 
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Plate.  Rensselaer,  N.  Y. 

46.  Fort  Crailo:     (a)  Front  view,    (b)  Eear  view. 

John  Boyd  Thacher  Park,  N.  Y. 

47.  Dedicatory   Pageant,   September   14,    1914:    Indian   Princess  showing 

painted  deerskin  as  a  token  of  Indian  possession. 

48.  Dedicatory  Pageant:    Indian  dance. 

49.  Dedicatory  Pageant :    Arrival  of  the,  white  settlers. 

50.  Joint  plane  crevice,  beginning  of  descent  to  Hailes'  Cavern. 

51.  Joint  plane  crevice  from  below,  on  trail  to  Hailes'  Cavern. 

52.  Entrance  to  Hailes'  Cavern,  explored  2%  miles  in  1885. 

53.  Tory  Cave  in  face  of  cliff  near  Hailes'  Cavern. 

Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y. 

54.  Spencer  Trask  Memorial  Fountain. 

Willshorough,  N.  Y. 
65.    Tablet  commemorating  the  Battle  of  Boquet  River. 
Schoharie,  N.  Y. 

56.  "  Old  Stone  Fort." 

Dannie,  N.  Y. 

57.  Herkimer  Homestead. 

Utica^  N.Y. 

58.  Dedication  of  Steuben  Statue. 

De  Witt,  N.  Y. 

59.  Clark  Reservation    (Green   Lakes)  :      (a)    Entrance   to  Reservation. 

(to)  View  from  the  northeast. 

60.  Clark  Reservation  (Green  Lakes)  :     (a)  Cataract  Cliff  and  Lake  from 

the  southeast,    (b)  Emerald  Vista,  showing  Cliff. 

61.  Clark  Reservation  (Green  Lakes)  :     (a)  Hermit's  Causeway  under  face 

of  Cataract  Cliff,    (b)  Colosseum,  or  Cliff  of  the  Dry  Lake. 

Letchworth  Park,  N.  Y. 

62.  Glen  Iris  House  and  lawn. 

63.  Fountain  near  Glen  Iris  House. 

64.  A  woodland  drive. 

65.  Rustic  gateway  to  Prospect  Home. 

66.  (a)   Old  wooden  bridge  of  the  Erie  Railroad,  burned  May  5,  1875. 

(b)  Sawmill  at  Middle  Fall  in  1859,  before  restoration  of  park  by  the 
donor. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

67.  Pine  Rock  Cave:  Contour  map  and  sections  (four  figures). 

68.  Pine  Rock  Cave:  Artifacts  found  in  cave  (eleven  figures). 

69.  Pine  Rock  Cave:  Artifacts  found  in  cave  (twelve  figures). 

70.  Pine  Rock  Cave:  Artifacts  found  in  cave  (fourteen  figures). 

71.  Pine  Rock  Cave:  As  it  appeared  in  1912  (two  views). 

Arlington,  Va. 

72.  John  Wesley  Powell  monument  in  National  Cemetery. 

Foreign. 

73.  (a)    Pall  Mall  and  Coekspiir  streets,  London,    (b)    Picadilly,  along 

Green  Park,  London. 

74.  (a)  Cromwell  Memorial,  Lonuoii.    (b)  Lafayette  Memorial,  Paris. 

75.  (a)  Place  du  Carrousel,  Paris,    (b)  Approach  to  Pont  Alexandre,  Paris. 

76.  Binnen  Alster,  Hamburg. 

77.  (a)  Wilhelm-strasse,  Berlin,    (b)  Elevated  Railroad  along  canal,  Berlin. 
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REPORT 


ISTew  York,  April  19,  1915. 

To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

Pursuant  to  chapter  166  of  the  Laws  of  1895  and  laws  amenda- 
tory thereof  and  supplementary  thereto,  the  Trustees  of  the 
American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society  have  the 
honor  to  present  this,  its  Twentieth  Annual  Report. 

OEIGm  Aro  SCOPE 

This  Society  was  incorporated  by  a  special  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  'New  York,  chapter  166  of  the  Laws  of  1895, 
which  became  a  law  with  the  approval  of  the  Governor  March  26, 
1895.  It  is  therefore  just  past  its  twentieth  birthday.  It  was 
originally  incorporated  under  the  title  of  "  The  Trustees  of  Scenic 
and  Historic  Places  and  Objects,"  which  title  was  changed  by 
chapter  302  of  the  Laws  of  1898  to  "  The  Society  for  the  Preser- 
vation of  Scenic  and  Historic  Places  and  Objects,"  and  by  chapter 
385  of  the  Laws  of  1901  to  "  The  American  Scenic  a.nd  Historic 
Preservation  Society." 

The  Society  was  chartered  in  response  to  a  memorial  addressed 
to  the  Legislature  in  January,  1895,  by  the  late  Andrew  H.  Green 
of  ISTew  York  City,  who,  on  account  of  the  large  part  which  he 
took  in  effecting  the  consolidation  of  the  municipalities  now  con- 
stituting the  City  of  ISTew  York,  was  popularly  called  "  The  Father 
of  Greater  Xew  York."  *  At  the  time  of  his  memorial  to  the 
Legislature,  he  had  been  for  a  dozen  years, —  as  he  afterward 
remained  imtil  his  death  in  1903  —  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  the  State  Reservation  at  l^iagara  Falls;  and 

"See  the  biography  of  Mr.  Green  in  the  Ninth  Annual  Report  (1904)  of 
this  Society;  also  "The  Life  and  Public  Services  of  Andrew  Haswell  Green" 
by  John  Foord,  published  by  Doubleday,  Page  &  Co.,  in  1913, 

[13] 
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the  impressions  of  that  superb  cataract,  together  with  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  sordid  conditions  which  surrounded  it  before  it 
became  a  public  reservation,  were  almost  daily  present  in  his 
thoughts.  Looking  across  the  Hudson  River  at  ISTew  York  City 
he  could  hear  and  see  the  blasting  of  the  trap-rock  quarrymen 
who  were  mutilating  the  picturesque  cliffs  of  the  Palisades.  For 
years  before  these  events,  he  had  been  closely  identified  with  the 
parks  of  IvTew  York  City,  having  been  a  Commissioner  and  the 
Controller  of  Central  Park, —  probably  the  most  famous  munici- 
pal park  in  the  United  States  —  at  the  time  of  its  up-building 
from  a  rocky  wilderness.  Himself  brought  up  as  a  boy  in  the 
large  paternal  estate  of  Green  Hill  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  with 
boyhood  and  manhood  impressions  of  broad  outlooks  over  the 
beautiful  hills  of  Massachusetts  ingrained  in  his  soul;  familiar 
from  personal  observation  with  the  best  examples  of  urban  parks 
and  natural  landscapes  abroad;  and  intensely  democratic  in  his 
feelings,  Mr.  Green  translated  his  love  of  nature  and  his  respect 
for  historical  landmarks  into  the  terms  of  the  people.  The  pres- 
ervation of  the  extraordinary  and  beautiful  in  the  natural  land- 
scape as  well  as  the  monuments,  buildings  and  places  identified 
with  national  history,  was,  with  him,  more  than  a  cult.  It  was 
something  of  very  practical  value  to  everybody.  The  city  parks 
helped  to  make  the  people  healthier  and  happier.  The  water 
front  parks  gave  the  common  people  opportunities  for  enjoyment 
by  riverside  and  seaside  from  which  they  were  excluded  elsewhere 
by  private  ownership.  The  inland  parks  afforded  rural  refuges 
from  the  heat  and  toil  and  strain  of  the  city.  The  great  and 
wonderful  works  of  nature  — the  towering  Palisades  of  the  Hud- 
son ;  the  ponderous  downpouring  of  Niagara ;  the  strange  rock- 
carvings  of  the  Yellowstone;  the  profund  depths  of  the  Grand 
Canyon  of  the  Colorado —  these  and  the  numberless  other  national 
marvels  with  which  the  United  States  abound,  exalted  the  thoughts 
and  lifted  them  up  to  the  Creator.  The  battlefields  on  which  the 
forefathers  had  made  their  sacrifices  and  the  ancient  buildings, 
private  and  public,  in  which  our  great  statesmen,  poets  and  phil- 
osophers had  lived  and  acted  their  life-parts,  were  monuments 
which  aroused  patriotism,  encouraged  self-denial  and  self-sacrifice 
for  the  public  weal,  or  stirred  to  emulation  in  fields  of  civic  or 
social  service. 
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And  there  was  need  for  the  preservation  of  these  things.  With 
respect  to  historical  events,  Mr.  Green  appreciated  the  powerful 
influence  of  the  association  of  ideas  and  the  value  of  physical 
objects  in  keeping  alive  mental  impressions.  Speaking  in  his 
first  memorial  to  the  Legislature  in  1895,  of  events  in  the  Colonial 
and  Revolutionary  Periods,  he  said: 

"  While  patriotic  sentiments  and  traditions  still  keep  alive  the 
memory  of  these  events  by  means  of  which  we  are  what  we  are, 
the  visible  evidences  that  ai'e  an  essential  aid  to  preserve  them 
for  coming  generations  are  fast  disappearing.  .  .  .  Areas  of 
primitive  natural  beauty  are  being  seized  upon  for  private  uses 
and  for  profitable  enterprises  that  are  not  unlikely  to  exclude  the 
public  from  their  enjoyment,  and  especially  is  this  the  case  in 
the  vicinity  of  large  cities. 

"  It  would  seem  a  fitting  time  that  conservative  methods  be 
devised  by  means  of  which  objects  of  historic  value,  localities 
where  patriotic  struggles  have  taken  place,  where  peculiarly  attrac- 
tive natural  scenery  obtains,  or  made  interesting  by  association 
with  illustrious  personages,  should  be  rescued  from  !the  grasp  of 
i  private  speculation  and  preserved  for  public  enjoyment,  subject 
only  to  such  restrictions  as  make  for  the  public  pleasure." 

Thus  the  animating  spirit  of  the  Founder  of  the  Society  was 
■  to  establish  a  democratic  institution  for  public  service.  In  that 
spirit  the  Legislature  responded  by  granting  our  incorporation, 
and  in  that  spirit  the  Society  has  labored  for  these  past  two  de- 
cades. The  theory  underlying  the  union  of  what  is  now  pop- 
ularly known  as  "  scenic  preservation  "  and  "  historic  preserva- 
tion "  is  set  forth  in  various  previous  Reports,  but  particularly  at 
pages  13-22  of  our  last  Report  (1914),  and  needs  not  to  be 
repeated  here. 

Since  the  Society  was  incorporated  its  field  of  view  has  been 
greatly  extended.  While  its  original  charter  contemplated  co- 
operation with  adjacent  states,  in  cases  in  which  the  desired  ends 
could  be  accomplished  only  by  joint  action  —  as  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Palisades  of  the  Hudson  River  which  lie  partly  in 
New  York  State  and  partly  in  l^ew  Jersey, —  yet  as  time  went 
on,  the  demands  upon  the  Society  unavoidably  widened  its  scope. 
There  were,  to  be  sure,  many  historical  and  archaeological  societies 
performing  their  useful  functions  in  their  respective  fields,  and 
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a  smaller  number  of  civic  organizations  and  bodies  of  trustees 
interested  in  parks  and  city  betterment ;  but  none  had  the  precise 
individuality  of  this  Society  or  seemed  to  fill  the  place  which  it 
occupied.  As  a  result  of  this,  it  has  received  appeals  for  in- 
formation and  advice  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and 
has  been  glad  to  respond  to  them.  The  most  notable  requests  of 
this  sort  during  the  past  year  have  been  from  Missouri  and  Con-  ! 
necticut,  which  are  endeavoring  to  establish  state  park  systems. 
The  value  of  the  assistance  thus  given  is  indicated  by  the  remark 
of  the  Field  Secretary  of  the  Connecticut  State  Park  Commis- 
sion who,  having  asked  us  for  infonnation  concerning  the  theory 
and  practice  of  State  parks,  wrote  us  that  "  in  no  other  publi- 
cations have  I  found  so  much  explicit  information  of  the  class 
we  need  for  the  preparation  of  our  report  "  as  in  the  publications 
of  this  Society.  These,  and  many  other  causes  which  might  be 
cited,  compelled  the  Society  to  widen  its  horizon  and  take  cog- 
nizance of  affairs  in  other  States. 

In  the  course  of  time,  the  work  of  the  Society  began  to  attract 
attention  abroad.    First,  in  Deoeimber,  1900,  came  Mr.  C.  E. 
Ashbee,  a  Councillor  of  the  l^ational  Trust  for  Places  of  Historic 
Interest  and  ITatural  Beauty  of  Great  Britain,  who  invited  our 
co-operation  and  gave  us  much  information  concerning  the  opera- 
tion of  that  valuable  corporation  in  Great  Britain.    From  time  to 
time,  inquiries  came  from  France,  and  in  l^ovember,  1911,  His 
Excellency  the  French  Ambassador  to  the  United  States,  Hon. 
J.  J.  Jusserand,  wrote  to  us  asking  for  information  to  aid  in  the 
preservation  of  national  scenery  in  France.    Communications  for  | 
several  years  from  Dr.  H.  Conwentz,  the  Director  of  the  Bureau 
of  Naturemonument  Protection  in  Prussia  and  one  of  the  fore-  ;  ; 
most  exemplars  of  this  movement  in  Europe,  and  personal  calls  !  ' 
from  his  coadjutor  Dr.  Theodor  G.  Ahrens  in  April,  1911,  have 
brought  us  into  close  reciprocal  relations  with  Germany.    Per-  i 
sonal  visits  of  our  representative  to  Holland  in  1906,  and  a'per-  il 
sonal  call  at  our  headquarters  in  New  York  from  Dr.  J.  C.  Over-  ' 
voorde,  Director  of  the  Municipal  Museum  of  Leyden  and  Mem-  j 
ber  of  the  Royal  Committee  for  Historical  and  Artistic  Monu- 
ments, have  strengthened  our  relations  with  the  Netherlands.  In 
a  similar  way  -w9  have  been,  brought  into  relations  with  almost 
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every  country  of  Europe,  while  written  communications  in  1911 
from  Prof.  Shigeo  Yamanouchi  of  the  University  of  Chicago, 
and  ])ersonal  calls  in  February,  1914,  from  Prof.  Manabu 
Miyoshi  of  the  Imperial  University  of  Tokio,  enabled  us  to  lend 
aid  to  the  movement  in  Japan;  and  by  the  exchange  of  personal 
interviews  with  Mr.  Monlin  Chiang  and  in  other  ways  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Society  has  been  exerted  even  in  China. 

The  foregoing  are  simply  a  few  concrete  illustrations  of  many 
wliicli  might  be  cited  to  show  how  the  work  and  influence  of  the 
Society  have  been  extended,  almost  unavoidably,  until  it  takes 
cognizance  of  the  movement  for  scenic  and  historic  preservation 
everywhere;-  and  this  seems  to  vindicate  the  judgment  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  ISTew  York  in  acceding  to  Mr.  Green's 
memorial. 

We  have  just  said  that  the  work  of  the  Society  is  designed  to 
be  of  practical  benefit  to'  the  people.    A  very  real  evidence  of  the 
spirit  which  animates  the  Society  is  afforded  by  those  who  have' 
b(.'cu  blessed  Avith  the  means  for  contributing  personally  to  the 
carrying  out  of  these  ideas.    And  it  is  a  matter  of  gratification 
to  record  that  members  of  this  Society  have  given  more  than 
:  $3,500,000  in  money  and  lands  for  public  parks  and  landmark 
!  protection.    Our  own  members,  and  others  who'  have  been  sim- 
ilarly generous  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  have  been 
very  practical  philanthroipists,  and  have  shown  that  in  calling 
upon  our  Legislatures  tO'  appropriate  public  funds  for  these  pur- 
poses, they  have  not  hesitated  to  draw  upon  their  own  purses  for 
I  the  same  objects. 

HEADQUARTEKS. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Society  are  in  the  Tribune  Building, 
at  No.  154  ISTassau  street,  opposite  the  City  Hall,  in  ISTew  York 
City. 
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CHAETEK. 

The  charter  of  the  Society  reads  as  follows : 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  following  persons :  William  H.  Webb,*  Samuel 
D.  Babcock,*  John  M.  Francis,*  Andrew  H.  Green,*  Charles  A. 
Dana,*  Oswald  Ottendorf er,*  Chauncey  M.  Depew,  Horace  Porter, 
William  Allen  Butler,*  Momay  Williams,  George  G.  Haven,* 
Elbridge  T.  Gerry,  Walter  S.  Logan,*  Henry  E.  Howland,* 
Edward  P.  Hatch,*  William  L.  Bull,*  James  M.  Taylor,  J.  Hamp- 
den Eobb,*  Ebenezer  K.  Wright,*  Alexander  E.  Orr,*  William 
M.  Evarts,*  Wager  Swayne,*  Charles  E.  Miller,  Frederick  W. 
Devoe,*  Elbridge  G.  Spaulding,*  Frederick  S.  Tallmadge,* 
Thomas  V.  Welch,*  S.  Van  Eensselaer  Cruger,*  Frederick  J. 
De  Peyster,*  Morgan  Dix,*  John  A.  Stewart,  Charles  C.  Bea- 
man,*  Francis  Vinton  Greene,  Peter  A.  Porter,  M.  D.  Eaymond, 
.George  IST.  Lawrence,*  Benjamin  F.  Tracy,  Augustus  Frank,* 
Charles  Z.  Lincoln,  John  Hudson  Peck,  Sherman  S.  Eogers,* 
William  Hamilton  Harris,  Lewis  Cass  Ledyard,  Alexander  B. 
Crane,  John  Hodge,*  Eobert  L.  Fryer,  J.  S.  T.  Stranahan,* 
Samuel  Parsons,  Jr.,  Charles  A.  Hawley,  Henry  E.  Gregory, 
Frederick  D.  Tappan,*  Henry  J.  Cookinham,  Henry  E.  Durfee, 
H.  Walter  Webb,*  and  such  others  as  shall  become  associated  with 
them  in  the  manner  and  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  prescribed 
by  the  by-laws  of  the  corporation  hereby  created,  are  hereby  con- 
stituted a  body  politic  and  corporate  by  the  name  of  the  American 
Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society,  with  all  the  powers  and 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  eleventh  section  of  chapter  thirty- 
five  of  the  general  corporation  law  as  amended  by  chapter  six 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  of  the  laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-two,  except  as  otherwise  provided  by  this  act,  and  shall  be 
capable  of  purchasing,  taking,  receiving,  and  holding  by  gift, 
grant,  devise,  bequest,  or  othei'wise,  in  trust  or  perpetuity,  real 
and  personal  estate  for  the  uses  and  purposes  of  said  corporation, 
the  value  of  which  shall  not  exceed  one  million  dollars.  (Chapter 
166,  1895,  amended  by  chap.  302,  1898,  and  chap.  385,  1901.) 

§  2.  The  objects  of  said  corporation  shall  be  to  acquire  by  pur- 
chase, gift,  grant,  devise,  or  bequest,  historic  objects  or  memorable  I 
or  picturesque  places  in  the  State  or  elsewhere  in  the  United 
States,  hold  real  and  personal  property  in  fee  or  upon  such  lawful 
trusts  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  donors  thereof  and  said 
corporation,  and  to  improve  the  same;  admission  to  which  shall 
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be  free  to  the  public  under  such  rules  for  the  proper  protection 
thereof  as  said  corporation  may  prescribe,  and  which  said  prop- 
erty shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  within  the  State  of  New  York. 
(Chapter  166,  1895,  amended  by  chap.  385,  1901.) 

§  3.  The  affairs  and  business  of  said  corporation  shall  be  con- 
ducted by  a  board  of  not  less  than  five  or  more  than  thirty-five 
Trustees,  a  quorum  of  whom  for  the  transaction  of  business  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  by-laws.  The  persons  now  constituting  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  said  corporation  shall  continue  to  hold  office  until 
others  are  elected  in  their  stead  as  provided  by  the  said  by-laws. 
Vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  may  be  filled  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  said  by-laws.  (Chapter  166,  1895,  amended  by 
chap.  302,  1898,  and  chap.  385,  1901.) 

§  4.  !N"one  of  the  Trustees  or  members  of  said  corporation  shall 
receive  any  compensation  for  services,  or  be  pecuniarily  interested 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  contract  relating  to  the  affairs  of 
said  corporation,  nor  shall  said  corporation  make  any  dividend  or 
division  of  its  property  among  its  members,  managers,  or  officers. 
(Chapter  166,  1895.) 

§  5.  The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  annually,  at  a  time  to  be 
fixed  by  the  by-laws,  elect  or  appoint  from  their  number  the  fol- 
lowing officers:  A  President,  four  Vice-Presidents  and  a  Treas- 
urer, who  shall  hold  office  for  one  year  and  until  their  respective 
successors  are  elected  or  appointed,  and  shall  perform  such  duties 
as  are  provided  by  the  by-laws.  The  Board  of  Trustees  may  also 
appoint  a  Secretary  and  define  his  duties,  and  shall  have  the 
power  to  manage,  transact,  and  conduct  all  business  of  the  corpo- 
ration, to  prescribe  the  terms  of  admission  of  its  members,  and  to 
appoint  and  fix  the  compensation  of  and  remove  its  employes  at 
pleasure.  The  said  corporation  shall  have  no  capital  stock,  and 
shall  have  no  power  to  sell,  mortgage  or  otherwise  incumber  any 
of  its  property.  (Chapter  166,  1895,  amended  by  chap.  385, 
1901.) 

§  6.  Said  corporation  shall  annually  make  to  the  Legislature 
a  statement  of  its  affairs,  and  from  time  to  time  report  to  the 
Legislature,  by  bill  or  otherwise,  such  recommendations  as  are 
pertinent  to  the  objects  for  which  it  was  created,  and  may  act 
jointly  or  otherwise  with  any  persons  appointed  by  any  other 
State  for  similar  purposes  as  those  intended  to  be  accomplished  by 
this  act,  whenever  the  object  to  be  secured  or  purpose  sought  to 
be  accomplished  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  and  any  other 
State  or  can  only  be  attained  by  such  joint  action.  (Chapter  166, 
1895.) 

§  7.   This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
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Hon.  Thomas  Pettibone  Kingsford  Oswego,  N.  Y. 

George  Frederick  Kunz,  Ph.  D.,  Sc.  D  New  York 

Frederick  Stymetz  Lamb  ,  New  York 

Hon.  Thomas  Hamilton  Lee  Stony  Point,  N.  Y. 

Henry  Marcus  Leipziger,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D  New  York 

Ogden  Pearl  Letchworth  New  York 

Emerson  McMillin  New  York 

Hon.  Thomas  W.  Meachem  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Edward  Lasell  Partridge,  M.  D  New  York 

Gordon  Hastings  Peck  ,.  .West  Haverstraw,  N.  Y. 

Hon.  George  Walbridge  Perkins  .  New  York 

Hon.  N.  Taylor  Phillips  .  .  .  .,  New  York 

Hon.  Thomas  Redfield  Proctor  Utica,  N.  Y.. 

Hon.  Herman  Ridder   New  York 

Col.  Henry  Woodward  Sackett....:  New  York 

Hon.  Charles  Ainsworth  Spofford  New  York 

Hon.  Stephen  Howard  Thayer  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Hon.  CALAaN  Tomkins  New  York 

Albert  Ulmann   New  York 

Charles  Delamater  Vail,  L.  H.  D  Geneva,  N.  Y. 

I  Executive  Committee. 

j  George  Frederick  Kunz,  Ph.  D.,  Sc.  D.,  Chaiiman.  .New  York 

Ij  John  Adams  Brown   .New  York 

Ij  Algernon  Sydney  Frissell.  New  York 

i  Henry  Ellsworth  Gregory  ,  New  York 

j  Henry  Marcus  Leipziger,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D  New  York 

;  Hon.  George  Walbridge  Perkins  New  York 

Hon.  N.  Taylor  Phillips  ,  New  York 

Hon.  Herman  Ridder   New  York 

!  Col.  Henry  Woodward  Sackett  New  York 

Hon.  Charles  Ainsworth  Spofford  New  York 
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Auditing  Committee. 
Hon.  Chari.es  Ainswoeth  Spoffoed,  Chairman.  .  .  .I^ew  York 


Frederick  Stymetz  Lamb  ISTew  York 

Aebeet  Udmann   'New  York 

Central  Hudson  River  Committee. 

Edward  Lasell  Partridge^  M.  D.,  Chairman  New  York 

Prof.  J.  McKeen  Cattell  Garrison,  1"^.  Y. 

Hon.  A.  T.  Clearwater  Kingston,  E^.  Y. 

Edward  F.  Hill  Peekskill,  IsT.  Y. 

George  Frederick  Kunz,  Ph.  D.,  Sc.  D.  New  York 

Henry  Fairfield  Osborn,  Sc.  D.,  LL.  D  New  York 

Capt,  Henry  Metcalfe  New  York 

Albreciit  Pagenstecher,  Jr  ,  New  York 

Hon.  CoRNELiirs  Amory  Pugsley  Peekskill,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Walter  T.  Thompson  Garrison,  N.  Y. ' 

Civic  Improvement  Committee.  \ 

Col.  Henry  Woodward  Saokett,  Chairman  New  York 

Edward  Dean  Adams,  LL.  D  New  York 

Reginald  Pelham  Bolton  ,. .  .New  York 

Herbert  Lawrence  Beidgman  New  York 

David  Beyson  Delavan,  M.  D  i  New  York 

Arthdr  Goadby   New  Yorkj 

Frederick  Stymetz  Lamb  New  York: 

Emeeson  McMillin  New  York 

Hon.  Geoege  Walbeidge  Perkins  New  Yorkj 

Hon.  Herman  Bidder   New  York' 

Conservation  Committee.  ' 

Prof.  Liberty  Hy'de  Bailey,  Chairman  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

Herbert  Lawrence  Beidgman  New  Yorkj 

Chaeles  Mason  Dow,  LL.  D  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

WoLCOTT  Julius  Humpheby  Warsaw,  N.  Y. 

Hon.  William  Bailey  Howland  New  York 

George  Frederick  Kunz,  Ph.  D.,  Sc.  D.  New  York 


(Conservation  Committee  continued  on  next  page) 
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Henky  Marcus  Leipzigee,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D  New  York 

Ogden  Pearl  Letch  worth  i  'New  York 

Charles  Delamater  Vail,  L.  H.  D  Geneva,  N.  Y. 

Finance  Committee. 

Hon.  Charles  Ainsworth  Spofford,  Chairman.  . .  .New  York 

Henry  Harper  Benedict  New  York 

John  Adams  Brown  . .,  ,  ISTew  York 

Algernon  Sydney  Prissell  New  York 

Hon.  Egbert  Livingston  Fryer  Buffalo,  IST.  Y. 

Hon.  N.  Taylor  Phillips  ,  IsTew  York 

Col.  Henry  Woodward  Sackett.,  ,  ISFew  York 

Fort  Brewerion  Committee. 

Hon.  Thomas  Pettibone  Kingsford,  Chairman .  Oswego,  N.  Y. 

Hon.  Thomas  D.  Lewis  Fulton,  IST.  Y. 

Hon.  Thomas  W.  Meachem  Syracuse,  Y. 

Col.  Thomas  Eedfield  Proctor.   Utica,  Y. 

John  Boyd  Thacher  Parle  Committee. 

Francis  Whiting  Halsey,  Chairman  Albany 

Hon.  Benjamin  Walworth  Arnold  Albany 

Mrs.  Daniel  Manning   Albany 

Mrs.  John  Boyd  Thacher  Albany 

Hon.  James  F.  Tracey  Albany 

Prof.  John  C.  Smock  Trenton,  J. 

Letchworth  Park  Committee. 

j  Wolcott  Julius  Humphrey^  Chairman  Warsaw,  N.  Y. 

[Herbert  Lawrence  Bridgman  jSTew  York 

Charles  Mason  Dow,  LL.  D  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

j  ffon.  Robert  Livingston  Fryer  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Francis  Whiting  Halsey  ISTew  York 

I  Ion.  Thomas  Pettibone  Kingsford  Oswego,  IST.  Y. 

!  Ienry  Marcus  Leipziger,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D  ISTew  York 

i;  3gden  Pearl  Letchworth   ,  ISTew  York 

I  Ion.  IT,  Taylor  Phillips  ISTew  York 


>HAELE8  Delamater  Vail,  L.  H.  D  Geneva,  1ST.  Y. 

ill 
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Lower  Hudson  River  Committee. 

Hon.  Geokge  Walbeidge  Peekiks,  Cliairinan  l^ew  York 

Hon.  Abeam  De  Ronde  Englev>'ood,  N^.  J. 

Cleveland  H.  Dodge  New  York 

Eugene  B.  Laied,  M.  D  .Haverstraw,  N.  Y, 

Waldo  G.  Moese  ,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

William  C.  Muschenheim  New  York 

HoEATio  IST.  Wood  Haverstraw,  IST.  Y. 

Membership  Covimittee. 

Heney  Ellswoeth  Geegoey,  Chairman  ,  .  .JSTew  York 

Edwaed  Dean  Adams,  LL.  D   New  York 

Heney  Kieke  Bush-Beown  .  . .  Washington,  D.  C. 

David  Beyson  Delavan,  M.  D  ,  New  York 

Hon.  Robeet  Livingston  Feyee  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Hon.  William  Bailey  Howland  New  York 

Emeeson  McMillin   New  York 

Edwaed  Lasell  Paeteidge,  M.  D  New  York. 

Col.  Thomas  Eedfield  Peoctoe  Utiea,  N,  .Y. 

Nominating  Committee. 

John  Adams  Beown,  Chairman  New  York 

Heney  Haepee  Benedict  New  York 

Reginald  Pelham  Bolton  ,.  .  .New  York 

Eeancis  Whiting  Halsey  New  York 

Hon.  William  Bailey  Howland  New  York 

Emeeson  McMillin  ,  New  York 

Hon,  Stephen  Howaed  Thayee  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Philipse  Manor  Hall  Committee. 

Hon.  Stephen  Howaed  Thayee,  Chairman.  .  .  .Yonkers,  N.  Y 

Miss  Maey  Maeshall  Butlee  Yonkers,  N.  Y 

Alexandee  Smith  Cochean  Yonlvers,  N.  Y, 

Miss  Helen  R.  Ceoes  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Hampton  D.  Ewing   Yonl^ers,  N.  Y 

Mrs.  Thomas  Ew^ng,  Je  Yonkers,  N.  Y 

(Philipse  Manor  Hall  Committee  continued  on  next  page) 
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(Philipse  .Ma.nor  Hall  Committee  —  Continued) 


Mrs.  Aeesandek    IIexderson  Yonkers,  IST.  Y. 

William  L.  Kingman  Youkcrs,  K  Y. 

Mrs.  CiiAKLEs  p.  G.  Scott  Yonkers,  jST.  Y. 

Nathan  A.  Warren,  M.  D  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Sites  and  Inscriptions  Committee. 

Eeginald  Pelham  Bolton,  Chairman  ISTew  York 

Francis  Whiting  H'alsey  ISTew  York 

Frederick  Stymetz  Lamb  New  York 

Albert  Ulmann   New  York 

The  Secretary  New  York 


Stony  Point  Committee. 
Gordon  Hastings  Peck,  Chairman.  .  .  .West  Haverstraw,  N.  Y. 


j  Henry  Kirke  Bush-Brown  Washington,  D.  C. 

Hon.  Thomas  Hamilton  Lee  Stony  Point,  N.  Y. 

IHenry  Fairfield  Osborn,  Sc.  D.,  LL.  D  New  York 

Edward  Lasell  Partridge,  M.  D  New  York. 

[Hon.  Cornelius  Amory  Pugsley  Peekskill,  N.  Y. 

1  The  Secretary  New  York 

Tappan  Monument  Committee. 

Kon.  Thomas  Hamilton  Lee,  Chairman.  .  .Stony  Point,  N.  Y. 

Prank  R.  Crumbie  Nyack,  N.  Y, 

jGrORDON  Hastings  Peck  West  Haverstraw,  N.  Y. 

jjiKuGENE  F.  Perry  Nyack,  N.  Y. 

j|  VAN  Wyck  Rossiter  Nyack,  N.  Y. 

I  Son.  Stephen  Hoavard  Thayer  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

I  The  President  is  ex-officio  a  mfember  of  all  standing  committees 
imless  expressly  excused  from  such,  service. 


PUBLIC  RESPONSIBILITIES 

The  Society  is  by  law  custodian  of  five  State  propertice, 
laraely : 

Stony  Point  Battlefield  on  the  Hudson  River  (see  page  81;) 
Fort  Brewerton  at  the  foot  of  Oneida  Lake  (see  page  36;) 

i 
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Letcliwortli  Park  on  the  Genesee  River  (see  page  38;) 
Philipse  Manor  Hall  in  Yonkers  (see  page  63;)  and 
John  Boyd  Thacher  Park  in  the  Helderbergs  (see  page  84.) 

Descriptions!  of  these  properties  and  details  of  their  adminis- 
tration will  be  found  in  the  following  pages. 


ANISTUAL  REPORTS 

The  State,  in  pursuance  of  the  general  printing  law,  prints 
only  500  copies  of  our  Annual  Report.  The  demands  for  the 
Report,  however,  are  so  gTeat  that  the  Society  is  obliged  to  print 
at  its  own  expense  600  copies  additional.  These  reports  are  sent 
gratuitously  to  the  supporters  of  our  work;  and  to  the  principal 
public  libraries  and  universities  at  home  a,nd  abroiad.  It  is  now 
impossible  to-  supply  complete  files  of  these  publications,  as  some 
reports  are  out  of  print.  Following  is  a  list  of  the  Reports, 
those  marked  with  an  asterisk  being  out  of  print: 


13 
19 
19 
17 
31 
68 
7 

77 
76 
7 


No. 

Year 

Pages 

Illust. 

No. 

Year 

Pages 

*1. 

1896 

10 

*11. 

1906 

238 

*2. 

1897 

6 

12. 

1907 

252 

3. 

1898 

4 

13. 

1908 

278 

4. 

1899 

13 

14. 

1909 

310 

5. 

1900 

84 

26 

15. 

1910 

446 

*6. 

1901 

87 

9 

16. 

1911 

612 

*7. 

1902 

125 

9 

17. 

1912 

668 

*8. 

1903 

160 

22 

18. 

1913 

832 

*9. 

1904 

222 

15 

19. 

1914 

744 

*10. 

1905 

247 

21 

20. 

1915 

PIl^AiTCES 

The  Society  handles  two  classes  of  funds,  namely.  State  funds 
and  Society  funds. 

State  Funds 

During  the  year  ended  December  31,  1914,  the  Society  received 
from  the  State  Treasurer  and  disbursed  $16,898.24  on  account 
of  State  properties  as  follows : 
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Stony  Point  Reservation 

Qnder  chapter  791,  laws  of  1913   $350  52 

Under  chapter  792,  laws  of  1913   747  20 

Under  chapter  529,  laws  of  1914   175  00 


Letchivorth  Park 

Under  chapter  791,  laws  of  1913   $5,826  77 

Under  chapter  792,  laws  of  1913   5,355  05 

Under  chapter  529,  laws  of  1914   1,079  82 

Under  chapter  530,  laws  of  1914   196  52 


$1,272  72 


12,458  16 


Philipse  Manor  Hall 

Under  chapter  54G,  laws  of  1912   $264  41 

Under  chapter  791,  laws  of  1913   202  53 

Under  chapter  792,  laws  of  1913   1,500  00 

Under  chapter  521,  laws  of  1914   25  42 

Under  chapter  529,  laws  of  1914   425  00 

Under  chapter  530,  laws  of  1914   750  00 


3,167  36 


Total  disbursements  of  State  Funds   $16,898  24 


Full  details  of  these  expenditures  will  be  found  under  their 
^•espective  headings  in  the  following  pages. 

The  Society  receives  no  support  from  the  Government  for  its 
■general  work.    The  appropriations  of  the  public  moneys  which 
t  receives  are  applied  exclusively  to  the  specific  objects  for  which 
ichey  are  made  Without  any  administa-'ative  charges.    The  expenses 
)f  the  Society's  headquarters  are  paid  out  of  the  Society's  funds. 

Society  Funds 
The  Society  has  four  separate  funds  of  its  own,  namely 
The  General  Fund, 

The  Andrew  H.  Green  Memorial  Fund, 
The  Letchworth  Legacy,  and 
The  Manor  Hall  Fund,  Cochran  Gift. 
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General  Fund 

The  General  Fund  consists  of  receipts  from  membership  dues, 
special  donations,  and  certain  investments,  and  is  used  for  tho 
general  work  of  the  Society.  Following  is  a  classified  statement 
of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 
1914: 

Receipts 


Balance  on  hand  January  1,  191-1   $2,371.01 

Annual  dues    $1,812.60 

Sustaining  members  at  $25   175.00 

Life  members    100.00 

Special  subscriptions  at  $50   900.00 

Subscription  investment    25.00 

Bliss  investment    50.00 

Draper  investment    24.17 

Messenger  legacy    950 . 00 

Sage  gift    5,000.00 

Andrew  H.  Green  fund   400.00 

J.  P.  Morgan  estate   1,000.00 

Mrs.  F.  F.  Thompson   150.00 

Sale  of  reports   16.02 

Sale  of  Stony  Point  medals   7.25 

Telephone  rebate   3.45 

Yosemite  Committee  return   25.00 

Municipal  Art  Society  return   10.00 

  10,648. 49j 


$13,019. 50j 

Disbursements 

1.  Arrears  

2.  Secretary  

3.  General  printing  and  stationery  

4.  Special  printing:    600  annual  reports   $440.00 

Minutes  of  Trustees   183.83 


5.  Postage,  telegrams  and  exchange  

6.  Stenographer  

7.  Public  meetings  (other  than  printing  and  postage) 

8.  Telephone  

9.  Office  rent   

10.  Traveling  expenses   

11.  Press  clippings   

12.  Messenger,  freight  and  express  

13.  Photographs  and'  drawing  materials  


None 

$2,499.97] 
178.87 


623 . 83 
210.69 
300.00 

25.00 
9.63 
360.00 

67.60 
9.93 

58.65 

50.94 
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14.  Miscellaneous  Sundry    $106.55 

Yosemite  Committee    83.01 

Municipal  Art  Society   10.00 

Rodman  Wanamaker  Medal   9.00 

John  Boyd  Thacher  Park   563.15 

Investments   7,239.97 

  $8,011.68 

Balance  December  31,  1914   612.71 


$13,019.50 


In  addition  to  the  cash  balance  of  $612.Yl  above  stated,  we 
have  investments  amounting  to  $9000  as  follows: 

We  have  the  sum  of  $1,000,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  William  H.  Bliss, 
invested  in  a  guaranteed  first  mortgage  certificate,  series  II, 
No.  1869,  of  the  Westchester  &  Bronx  Title  &  Mortgage  Co., 

bearing  5%  interest  

j  Also  the  sum  of  $1,000,  being  a  part  of  paid-up  special  sub- 
[j  8cription.s,  invested  in  two  like  certificates  of  $500  each,  of  the 

same  company,  series  J,  Nos.  2368  and  2369  

[j  Also  the  sum  of  $2,000,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Henry  Draper,  in- 
\  vested   in   two   like   certificates  of   $1,000   each   of  the  same 

i  company,  series  PP,  Nos.  4879  and  4880  

j  Also  the  simi  of  $4,000,  being  part  of  Mrs.  Russell  Sage's 
!|i  gift  of  $5,000,  invested  in  four  6%  registered  exempt  revenue 
;  bonds  of  the  City  of  New  York  of  $1,000  each,  payable  Se,pt.  1, 

f  '1917,  Nos.  1147,  1148,  1149  and  1150  

i|     Also  the  sum  of  $1,000,  the  legacy  of  Hiram  J.  Messenger, 
invested  in  a  4%%  New  York  City  Bond,  payable  March  1, 
,1930,  series  Wll,  No.  517  


$9,000.00 


i  Andrew  TI.  Green  Memorial  Fund 

I  The  Andrew  II.  Green  Memorial  Fund  consists  of  $10,000 
j  given  to  the  Society  by  the  heirs  of  the  Society's  Founder  and  in 
I  his  memory.  The  principal  is  permanently  invested  in  one  reg- 
j  isitered  gold  certificate,  series  V6,  jSTo.  1,  of  corporate  stock  of 
j  the  City  of  I^ew  York,  bearing  4%  interest.    The  income  from 

this  fund,  amounting  to  $400  a  year,  is  paid  into  the  General 
j  Fund  for  current  expenses.    The  income  was  applied  during  the 

past  year  to  the  payment  of  the  following  General  Fund  bills : 


!  Federal  Safe  Deposit  Co   $5 . 00 

I  Lincoln  Safe  Deposit  Co   7.42 

'  W.  S.  Phillips  Co.,  printing  minutes   21  70 

Polhemus  Printing  Co.,  printing   17  05 

Prof.  D.  W.  Johnson,  le -ture  expense   25  00 

Federated  Civic  Assn.  membership   10  00 

I  Polhemua  Printing  Co.,  printing   63  58 


$1,000.00 
1,000 . 00 
2,000.00 

4,000.00 
1,000.00 
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W.  S.  Phillips  Co.,  printing  minutes   $21  70 

W.  S.  Phillips  Co.,  printing  minutes   10  85 

Polhemus  Printing  Co.,  printing   30  28 

W.  S.  Phillips  Co.,  printing  minutes   12  40 

Yosemite  Defence  Committee    83  01 

W.  S.  Phillips  Co.,  printing  minutes   15  50 

Polhemus  Printing  Co.,  printing   16  45 

Express  charges  on  printing   1  61 

Polhemus  Printing  Co.,  printing   18  75 

W.  S.  Phillips  Co.,  printing  minutes   21  70 

Lincoln  Safe  Deposit  Co   6  00 

Polhemus  Printing  Co.,  printing   8  25 

W.  S.  Phillips  Co.,  printing  minutes   775 

Lincoln  Safe  Deposit  Co   6  00 


$400  00 

Letchivorth  Legacy 

In  order  that  the  affairs  of  Letchworth  Park  may  be  collated 
more  conveniently  for  reference,  we  have  given  the  financial 
statement  of  the  Letchworth  Legacy  under  the  heading  of  Letch- 
worth Park  on  page  55  following. 

Manor  Hall  Fund,  Cochran  Gift 

For  a  similar  reason  we  give  the  financial  statement  of  the 
Cochran  Gift  under  the  heading  of  Philipse  Manor  Hall  on  page  I 
78  following.  I 

General  Remarks  on  Finances 

The  finances  of  the  Society  are  carefully  scrutinized  by  the  i 
Trustees.    Written  reports  of  the  condition  of  eveiry  fund  be- 1 
longing  to  the  Society  and  the  State  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  | 
each  Trustee  art  every  meeting  and  printed  in  the  minutes  which 
are  sent  regularly  to  all  the  Trustees.    All  Society  moneys  are 
disbursed  on  authorized  vouchers  drawn  pairsuant  to  budgets  or 
special  resolutions ;  and  all  State  funds  are  piaid  out  upon  author- , 
ized  vouchers  in  accordance  with  the  Legislative  appropriations. ; 

The  Trustees  devote  their  time,  thought,  strength,  and  often  i 
their  purses,  to  the  work  in  hand,  w'ithout  other  recompense  than 
the  consciousness  of  performing  a  service  pro  hono  publico.  The 
members  of  tiie  Society  are  forbidden  by  its  charter  to  receivej  <  I 
any  compensation  or  to  have  any  interest,  direct  or  indirect,  inj 
any  contract.    Among  the  employees  there  are  no  sinecures.  |j 
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It  should  also  be  added  that  the  Society  administers  the  public 
properties  in  its  care  without  respect  for  political  or  partisan  con- 
siderations. Faithful  and  efficient  service  are  the  prime  require- 
ments, and  emi>loyees  are  not  employed  or  discharged  for  polit- 
ical reasons. 

STOJ^Y  POINT  BATTLEFIELD  STATE  RESERVATION 

Description  and  Maintenance 

The  Stony  Point  Battlefield  State  Reservation,  consisting  of 
thirty-four  acres  upon  the  rocky  peninsula  of  that  name  jutting 
from  the  western  shore  of  the  Hudson  River  about  twelve  miles 
south  of  the  United  States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  is 
the  first  New  York  State  Park  created  to  commemorate  military 
events.  This  is  not  a  little  singular,  since  this  State  has  many 
places  famous  for  armed  conflicts,  first  in  the  conflicts  between 
the  pioneer  settlers  and  the  aborigines,  next  in  the  French  and 
Indian  War,  next  in  the  War  for  Independence;  and  lastly  in 
the  Second  War  with  Great  Britain.  On  New  York  soil  was 
I  fought  at  Saratoga  what  Creacy  has  reckoned  to  have  been  one 
of  the  fifteen  decisive  battles  of  the  world,"  and  the  Revolu- 
i  tionaxy  War  turned  on  the  struggle  for  the  possession  of  the 
I  Hudson  Valley.  It  was  not,  however,  until  1897  that  the  Legis- 
lature, at  the  solicitation  of  this  Society,  chose  one  of  these  many 
battlefields  as  a  memorial  of  the  struggle  for  our  national  inde- 
pendence. 

Stony  Point  Battlefield  was  purchased  pursuant  to  chapter  764 
of  the  Laws  of  1897  and  placed  in  the  custody  of  this  Society. 
It  is  famous  for  the  conspicuous  part  which  it  played  in  the  War 
for  Independence  and  particularly  for  the  brilliant  achievement 
of  the  American  troops  led  by  Gen.  Anthony  Wayne  in  the  mid- 
night storming  and  capture  of  the  fortress  on  July  15—16,  1779. 

This  bold  promontory,  projecting  into  the  river  from  the  west 
bank  opposite  to  Verplanck's  Point  on  the  east  bank,  is  extremely 
picturesque.  The  two  headlands  are  clearly  recognizable  in 
Juet's  journal  of  Hudson's  voyage  of  discovery  in  1609,  and 
nature  seems  to  have  predestined  the  locality  for  the  enactment 
of  human  history.    The  old  King's  Ferry  between  Verplanck's 
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Point  and  Stony  Point  was  one  of  the  principal  crossing  places 
during  the  Revolutionary  War  for  individuals  and  troops  passing 
from  ISTew  England  to  destinations  west  of  the  Hudson  and  toward 
the  south,  and  the  region  is  storied  with  events  of  historical  fact 
and  legends  of  tradition.     (See  plates  39,  40  and  41.) 

In  previous  reports  we  have  detailed  the  improvements  on  the 
reservation,  all  of  which  have  been  made  in  the  most  conservative 
manner  and  with  a  view  to  preserving  the  natural  scenery  as  much 
as  possible.  The  keeper's  house,  summer  houses,  toilet  accomo- 
datio'ns  and  bath-houses  have  all  been  built  in  the  simplest  manner 
of  rough  stone,  natural  colored  wood  and  concrete,  so  that  while  | 
affording  necessary  conveniences  for  the  public,  they  blend  with 
the  landscape  and  are  as  unobstrnsive  as  possible.  j| 

During  the  past  year,  the  principal  improvement  has  been  the  | 
laying  of  about  650  feet  of  new  water  pipe  from  the  nearest  S 
service  pipe  to  a  new  and  much  needed  drinking  fountain  near  ; 
the  steamboat  dock.    Othei"wise,  the  work  of  the  3'ear  has  been  \ 
confined  to  keeping  in  order  the  various  buildings,  the  mile  and  j 
a  quarter  of  roads,  the  numerous  foot-paths,  the  lawns  and  woods,  | 
assisting  the  public  to  the  fullest  enjoyment  of  the  park,  and  i 
maintaining  order  among  the  visitors  who  often  come  in  large  j 
picnic  parties.    The  names  of  the  Standing  Committee  in  charge  i 
of  this  reservation  are  as  follows :    Mr.  Gordon  H.  Peck  of  West 
Haverstraw,  Chairman;,  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Lee  of  Stony  Point, 
Henry  Fairfield  Osbom,  Sc.  D.,  LL.  D.,  of  New  York,  Edward  j 
L.  Partridge,  M.  D.,  of  New  York,  Hon.  Cornelius  A.  Pugsley 
of  Peekskill,  Mr.  Henry  K.  Bush-Brown  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
and  the  Secretary. 

Visitors 

I 

The  keeper  of  the  reservation  counted  11,043  visitors  during  the 
year  ended  December  31,  1914,  and  the  total  number  is  estimated 
at  14,554. 

Celebration  of  135th  Anniversary  \ 

The  most  notable  gathering  during  the  year  was  that  held  un-  { 
der  the  auspices  of  the  Stony  Point  Village  Improvement  Asso-  j 
ciation  on  Thursday,  July  16,  1914,  to  commemorate  the  135th  , 
anniversary  of  the  capture  of  Stony  Point. 


J 
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The  literary  exercises  were  preceded  by  a  procession  which 
marched  from  the  village  to  the  battlefield  and  which  included 
veterans  of  the  Civil  War,  veterans  of  the  Spanish  War,  citizens, 
school  children.  Boy  Scouts,  and  a  one-gun  battery  with  firing 
squad  from  West  Point  Military  Academy,  headed  by  Glassing's 
Band  and  the  Stony  Point  Drum  CorjDs. 

Among  the  features  of  the  parade  was  a  float,  inscribed  with 
the  famous  cry  of  the  Americans  when  they  captured  Stony 

'  Point,  "  The  fort's  our  own,"  and  bearing  the  following  imper- 
sonations;  Gen.  Anthony  W^ayne,  (impersonated  by  the  Rev.  R. 

:  I.  ]\racBride;)  Major  John  Andre  (Miss  Phyfe,)  Joshua  Hett 
Smith  (C.  T.  Allison)  and  Pompey  the  guide  (Mr.  William 
Rocraft.)  Parts  of  the  costumes  were  relics  of  the  Revolution 
owned  by  M-r.  B.  J.  Allison's  family.  Another  interesting  fea- 
ture was  an  old-time  coach,  containing  Mr.  Allison,  his  two  daugh- 
ters Mrs.  Hoyle  Tomkies  and  Mrs.  Bontecou,  and  Mrs.  R.  I. 
MacBride.  Another  float,  representing  the  commissariat,  con- 
tained Revolutionary  descendants  and  "  rations  "  for  all  in  the 
parade.  A  portion  of  the  route  of  march  was  identical  with  that 
followed  by  a  part  of  Wayne's  troops  on  the  night  of  July  15—16, 

I  1779. 

At  the  park,  Mr.  William  B.  Cavel,  President  of  the  Stony 
Point  Village  Improvement  Society,  presided.    The  American 
-  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society  was  represented  by  Mr. 
Gordon  H.  Peck,  Chaimian  of  its  Stony  Point  Committee. 
The  program  of  exercises  was  as  follows : 

Music   Glassing's  Band 

Invocation  Rev.  R.  I.  MacBride 

Flag  Salute.  H.  C.  Radley  and  School  Children 

IMajor  General's  Salute  West  Point  Firing  Squad 

Song   School  Children 

^Address  Hon.  Arthur  S.  Tomkins 

Music   Glassing's  Band 

Sono-  Battle  H-s  'mn  of  the  Republic 

Address  Gordon  H.  Peck 

Address  Col.  Asa  Bird  Gardiner 

Address  Mrs  Hoyle  Tomkies 

Music   Glassing's  Band 

2 
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The  principal  address,  by  Judge  Tomkins  of  tlie  Supreme 
Court,  not  only  co-mmemoTated  the  stirring  events  which  had 
taken  place  on  Stony  Point  battlefield,  but  was  alsO'  a  broad  ap- 
peal foT  good  citizenship  and  respect  for  law.  He  urged  a  high 
standard  of  loyalty  to  the  nation  and  a  lively  patriotism  which 
were  necessary  to  keep  anarchy  and  socialism  in  check  and  to 
give  to  the  American  people  the  full  fruits  of  the  sacrifices  of 
their  forefathers. 

The  success  of  the  celebration  was  mainly  due  to  the  efforts 
of  the  following  committees: 

Historical  Committee:  Sidney  White,  Chairman;  Wm.  B. 
Cavel,  E.  O.  Ro-s©,  C.  T.  Allison,  B.  J.  Allison,  Jr.,  E.  D.  Kees- 
ler,  C.  C.  Mayal,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  MacBride,  Mrs.  Hoyle  Tomkies, 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Gilmore  and  Mrs.  Sidney  White. 

Beception  Committee:  Walter  G.  Hamilton,  Alex.  Rose,  Gor- 
don H.  Peck,  L.  H.  Washburn,  John  W.  Phillips,  Rev.  L.  G. 
Gunn,  Rev.  W.  C.  Timbrell,  Harry  Rose,  James  Farley,  Frank 
E.  Wiles,  Edwin  L.  Wiles. 

The  Marshals  of  the  Day  were  Rutledge  I.  Odell,  Chief ;  Wil- 
liam B.  Cavel,  Aid;  and  M.  F.  Washburn,  Aid. 

Financial  Statement  of  State  Funds 

Following  is  a  statement  of  State  moneys  received  and  dis- 
bursed on  account  of  Stony  Point  during  the  year  ended  De- 
cember 31,  1914: 

Chapter  6Ji7,  Laius  of  1912  .  ' 

(Appropriation  $500) 

Received  from  State  Treasurer  before  reported   $250  00 

Lapsed   250  GO 

$500  00 

Credit 

Disbursements  before  reported   $250  00 

Lapsed   250  00 

$500  00 
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Chapter  791,  Laws- of  1913 

(Appropriation  $950) 
Debit 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  before  reported   $558  63 

Feb.  21,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   180  60 

July  31,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   17  82 

Aug.  27,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   131  10 

*Aug.  14,  1913.    Charged  by  State  Treasurer   21  00 


$909  15 


Credit 

Disbursements  before  reported   $558  63 

10.  Alfred  Demarest,  labor   5  60 

11.  Haverstraw  Water  Supply  Co..  service  to  May  1,  1913   50  00 

12.  C.  T.  Allison,  repairing  steps  to  beach   125  00 

13.  The  Argus  Co.,  printing   17  82 

14.  Alfred  Demarest,  water  pipe  and  labor   131  10 

•15.    Earle  Hovt,  labor    15  44 

*16.    Annin  &  '  Co..  flag   5  56 


$909  15 


Chapter  792,  Laws  of  19 IS 
(Appropriation  $850) 
Debit 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  before  reported   $100  00 

Feb.  21,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   54  00 

Mar.  25,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   .  100  00 

July    6,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   250  00 

Aug.  27,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   100  00 

Nov.    2,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   128  34 

Dec.  31,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   114  86 


$847  20 


CHEDIT 

Disbursements  before  reported    $100  00 

2.  Walter  Guvette,  labor   4  00 

3.  Haverstraw  Water  Supply  Co.,  to  May  1,  1914   50  00 

4.  Wm.  TenEvek,  keeper,  December,  January    100  00 

5.  Wm.  Ten  Evck,  keeper,  Februarv,  ^Marcli  '.   100  00 

6.  Wm.  TenEvek,  keeper.  April,  i'lav    100  00 

7.  Fred  Gilleo.  labor.  May  "   50  00 


'  Advice  was  received  from  the  Comptroller  under  date  of  Dec.  30,  1914, 
that  these  items  had  been  charged  against  this  appropriation  instead  of 
against  chapter  811  of  tlie  laws  of  1911  as  intended  and  stated  by  the  Society, 
because  the  balance  of  the  latter  appropropriation  had  lapsed  before  the 
vouchers  reached  Albany. 
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8.  Wm.  Ten  Eyck,  keeper,  June^  July   $100  00 

9.  Peter  Hart,  labor,  July-October   128  34 

10.  Fred  Gilleo,  labor,  June,  Ju^y  (part)   14  86 

11.  Wm.  Ten  Eyck,  keeper,  August,  September   100  00 


$847  20 

Chapter  521,  Laws  of  IQIJ/- 
( Appropriation  $250) 

'No  disbursements. 

Chapter  529,  Laws  of  19 IJ/. 
(Appropriation  $1,100) 


Debit 

Dec.  31,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   $175  00 

Credit 

1.  Wm.  Ten  Eyck,  keeper,  October,  November   $L00  00 

2.  Fred  Gilleo,  labor,  October,  November   75  00 

$175  00 


Chapter  530,  Laws  of  191  If 
(Appropriation  $50) 

ISTo  disbursements. 

Chapter  531,  Laws  of  191Jf. 
(Appropriation  $700) 

No  disbursements. 

FOKT  BEEWEETOJsT  STATE  EESEEVATION 

The  second  State  property  placed  in  our  custody,  mentioned 
in  order  of  chronological  precedence,  is  Fort  Brewerton.  This 
reservation,  created  pursuant  to  chapter  653  of  the  Laws  of  1904, 
consists  of  one  acre  of  land  on  the  Oneida  Eiver  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  foot  of  Oneida  Lake  in  the  town  of  Hastings, 
Oswego  County  opposite  the  village  of  Fort  Brewerton. 
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The  fortification  of  Fort  Brewerton  is  an  eiglit-pointed  earth- 
work, surrounded  by  a  trench,  which  was  erected  during  the 
French  and  Indian  War  in  1759.  It  was  an  important  link  in. 
the  chain  of  works  which  secured  the  possession  of  the  Colonj 
of  JSTew  York  to  the  English  at  a  time  when  it  was  seriously 
threatened.  Historical  accounts  of  Fort  Brewerton  by  Mr.  Fran- 
cis AVhiting  Halsey  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Milton  will  be  found  in  our 
Annual  Reports  for  1905  and  1914  respectively. 

Since  this  property  was  taken  by  the  State,  we  have  made 
several  a]:)peals  to  the  Legislature  for  the  means  Avith  which  to 
rehabilitate  it.  The  earthworks  have  been  badly  flattened  by 
erosion  and  the  moat  in  places  partly  filled  up.  The  embank- 
ments should  be  restored  and  sodded  and  the  ditch  cleaned  out. 
The  grounds  inside  and  around  the  fort  need  cleaning  up.  A 
liberty-pole  should  be  erected  within  the  works,  and  a  tablet  should 
be  erected  commemorating  the  history  of  the  spot.  The  Society 
can,  without  doubt,  secure  old  cannon  from  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment for  Foi-t  Brewerton  as  it  has  secured  them  for  Stony  Pointy 
Avhen  the  State  makes  proper  provision  for  mounting  them.  And 
the  whole  property  should  be  suitably  fenced. 

At  the  special  session  of  the  Legislature  last  year  an  appropria- 
tion of  $1,000  was  provided  in  the  Construction  Bill  which  passed 
the  Legislature,  but  it  was  vetoed  by  Gov.  Glynn  on  the  ground 
that  "  this  item  does  not  appear  to  be  necessary  at  this  time." 
We  are  asking  the  present  Legislature  for  a  little  more  than 
$3,000  this  year  for  this  object  and  we  most  earnestly  urge  the 
granting  of  this  modest  request.*  It  -would  be  but  a  slight  recog- 
nition of  the  sacrifices  of  the  pioneers  who  here  blazed  the  way 
for  civilization  and  of  their  successors  of  later  generations  from 
this  vicinity  who  have  done  their  full  part  in  preserving  thig 
Union,  to  make  a  suitable  appropriation  for  the  care  and  upkeep 
of  a  landmark  which  cannot  but  stir  up  patriotic  pride  in  the 
history  of  our  coimtry. 

*  The  financial  exigencies  of  tlie  State  prevented  the  granting  of  this  request. 
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LETCHWOETH  P'ARK 

General  Description  and  Organization 

Letcliwortli  Park  coaisists  of  .1,000  acres  of  land  lying  on  both 
sides  of  the  Genesee  River  in  Livingston  and  Wyoming  Counties. 
J^.  Y embracing  three  miles  of  the  Portage  Gorge  and  including 
the  three  famous  Portage  Falls.  It  was  given  to  the  State  of 
iS'ew  York  by  the  late  William  Pryor  Letchworth,  LL.  D.,*  the 
philanthropist,  upon  condition  that  it  should  be  in  the  custody 
of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society  and 
he  made  the  Society  his  residuary  legatee  as  stated  on  page  55 
following.  The  gift  to  the  State  was  accepted  by  chapter  1  of 
the  Laws  of  1907  and  came  into  onr  actual  custody  upon  Dr. 
Letchworth's  death  on  December  1,  1910.     (See  Plates  G2-6G.) 

The  park  is  administered  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Society  through 
its  Letchworth  Park  Committee,  which  consists  of  Mr.  Wolcott 
J.  Humphrey  of  Warsaw,  Chairman,  Mr.  Herbert  L.  Bridgiuan  of 
Xew  York,  Charles  M.  Dow,  LL.D.,  of  Jamestown,  Hon.  Robert 
L.  Fryer  of  BufPalo,  J\Ir.  Francis  Whiting  Halsey  of  ISTew  York, 
Hon.  Thomas  P.  Kingsford  of  Oswego,  Henry  M.  Leipziger,  Ph. 
D.,  LL.  D.,  of  JSTew  York,  Mr.  Ogden  P.  Letchwor-th  of  Kew 
York,  Hon.  IST.  Taylor  Phillips  of  New  York,  and  Charles  Dela- 
mater  Vail,  L.  H.  D.,  of  Geneva. 

The  Director  of  the  park  is  Dr.  Charles  M.  Dow  of  James- 
town ;  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  James  O.  Howard ;  the  Librarian 
and  curator  of  the  Museum,  Miss  Caroline  Bishop;  and  the  Con- 
sulting Forester,  Mr.  George  B.  Sudworth  of  the  United  States 
Forest  Service  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

Death  of  Overton  ^V.  Price 

Mr.  Sudworth,  formerly  Consulting  Dendrologist  of  the  park, 
succeeded  Mr.  Overton  Westfeldt  Price  as  Forester  after  the  lat- 
ter's  death  which  occurred  unexpectedly  at  Fletcher,  1^.  C,  on 
Ju.ne  11,  191 Mr.  Price  and  Mr.  Sudworth  had  been  to  the 

An  extended  aeseription  of  Letcliwovtli  Park  and  biogvapliical  notice  of 
Mr.  Letchworth  will  be  found  in  our  Twel  th  Annual  Report  (  1007).  A  fuller 
biography  entitled  "  Tb.e  Life  and  Work  of  William  PrT(u-  Letclnvorth."  by 
Mr.  J.  N.  Larned  of  Buffalo,  was  printed  bv  the  Houohton  Mifflin  Company 
in  1012. 
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park  in  the  performance  of  their  official  duties  on  April  17,  and 
^Ir.  ['rice  appeared  to  be  in  his  usual  health  up  to  a  short  time 
before  his  death,  as  he  had  wi-itten  a  letter  to  Dr.  Dow  from 
Washington  that  week,  statiug  that  he  was  going  to  jSI'orth  Caro- 
lina for  a  few  days  and  then  to  British  Columbia, 

^ir.  Price  was  a  native  of  Liverpool,  England,  where  he  was 
born  January  27,  1873.  His  eaidy  education  in  England  was 
followed  by  a  course  in  the  Episcopal  High  School  in  Alexandria, 
Va..  a  course  in  the  University  of  Virginia,  and  two  years  in  the 
University  of  Munich.  ]n  addition  to  this  he  had  had  several 
years  -practical  experience  in  forestry  in  the  woods,  in  Europe, 
at  Biltniore,  X.  C,  tlie  Adirondacks,  and  elsewhere,  and  was 
associated  in  the  United  States  Forest  Service  with  Mr.  Gilford 
Piuchot,  whose  close  friend  he  was.  In  addition  to  his  great 
scientific  ability,  he  had  a  delightful  personality,  and  the  Society 
records  his  death  with  very  great  sorrow. 

^Ir.  Sud worth,  his  successor  as  Forester,  is  one  of  the  world's 
most  eminent  dendrologists  and  was  duly  appointed  by  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  as  its  observer  at  Letchworth 
Park.  The  Society  is  fortunate  in  having  him  as  Mr.  Price's 
successor,  as  he  is  familiar  with  every  move  that  has  been  made 
at  Letchworth  Park  since  the  beginning  of  the  arboretum,  and  is 
thus  er.aljled  to  co-operate  in  a  continu.ons  policy  in  its  manage- 
ment. 

Glen  Iris 

Our  account  of  the  administrative  work  of  the  past  year  may 
properly  begin  at  the  Glen  Iris  Mansion  (plate  G2),  the  adminis- 
trative center  of  the  park.  During  the  spring  and  simmier  of 
1914,  the  additions  and  repairs  to  this  building,  foreshadowed- 
in  our  last  report,  providing  twelve  additional  sleeping-rooms  an.i 
fo':r  1  ath-rooms,  and  enlarging  the  dining-room  accommodations, 
were  coiupleted.  In  March  a  cement  foundation  was  laid  in  the 
cellar  for  the  electric  lighting  plant,  the  apparatus  was  installed 
in  Api'il,  and  in  August  the  wiring  of  the  house  was  completed, 
so  that  now,  in  place  of  the  dangerous  oil  lamps,  the  house  is 
lighted  throughout  bv  electricity  generated  on  the  place  by  means 
of  a  gasolene  engine,  and  the  fire  risk  has  l^een  materially  lessened. 
Cement  window  boxes  have  l)een  made  for  the  cellar  windows. 
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Instead  of  numbering  the  sleeping-rooms  in  the  Glen  Iris  Man- 
sion, they  have  been  named  after  certain  species  of  trees.  For 
instance,  the  door-plates  bear  such  names  as  "  White  Pine  (Pinus 
strobus,)"  "Hemlock  (Tsuga  canadensis,)"  "White  Oak 
fQuercus  alba,)"  "Deodar  (Cedrus  deodara,)"  etc.  In  each 
I'oom  has  been  hung  a  colored  and  framed  photographic  enlarge- 
ment of  the  respective  tree.  These  pictures,  v^hich  have  been 
furnished  by  the  courtesy  of  the  United  States  Forest  Service, 
are  of  unifo'nn  size,  16  by  18  inches,  and  are  exceedingly  attrac- 
tive and  instructive.  They  are  loaned  for  an  indefinite  period 
and  are  considered  as  an  exhibit  of  the  United  States  Forest  Ser- 
yic.e  permanently  installed  at  Letchworth  Park.  The  pictures 
are  colored  by  hand  and  each  one  bears  the  common  name  and 
scientific  name  of  the  species  represented.  The  pictures  have 
been  framed  at  the  expense  of  the  Society. 

•  On  May  11,  1914,  the  mansion  was  opened  for  the  season  for 
public  enteTtainmeiit  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Charles 
Baeder,  proprietor  of  the  Big  Tree  Inn  at  Geneseo  and  an  ex- 
perienced hotel  manager,  and  the  public  service  has  been  very 
satisfactory  under  this  arrangement.  During  the  season  of  1914, 
the  number  of  persons  entertained  was  much  larger  than  in  1912 
and  1913.  On  some  occasions,  especially  at  v\^eek-ends,  there 
were  more  applicants  for  lodgings  than  could  be  accommodated. 
On  pleasant  Sundays,  there  were  from  100  to  200  guests  at 
dinner  and  larger  numbers  on  special  week-day  occasions. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  demand  for  public  accommodation  at  i 
Letchworth  Park,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  on  Saturday,  May  30, 
1914,  one  hundred  persons  who-  desired  accommodations  for  the 
night  were  turned  away,  and  the  next  day,  Sunday,  meals  were 
served  to  more  than  200  guests. 

Mr.  Letchworth,  during  his  lifetime,  felt  that  after  his  property 
passed  to  the  State  it  would  be  necessary,  eventually,  to  erect  a 
special  building  for  public  hospitality.  It  does  not  appear  im- 
probable that  within  a  short  time  a  house  of  200  rooms  could  be 
operated  profitably. 
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Library  and  Museum 

The  new  Library  and  Mnseum  building  near  tlie  Glen  Irig 
mansion  is  an  object  of  nincli  attention,  from  visitors.  The  val- 
uable collection  of  Indian  relies,  the  mastodon,  and  other  objects 
excite  great  interest. 

During  the  spring  of  1914  Miss  Caroline  Bishop,  foT  many 
vcars  ]\Ir.  Letchworth's  faithful  secretary,  and  now  curatO'r  of 
the  library  and  museum,  made  a  short  European  trip  to  supple- 
nicnt  information  gathered  from  visits  to  some  of  the  leading 
American  museums  and  libraries. 

Tlie  books  in  the  library  are  being  stamped  on  their  covers  and 
on  page  20  of  each  volume,  with  the  words: 

Letchworth  Park  Library 
Property  of  the  American  Scenic 
and  Historic  Preservation  Society 

Page  26  was  selected  as  the  page  to  be  stamped  because  May 
20  was  Mr.  Letchworth's  birthday. 

Council  House  Grounds 

The  Council  House  Grounds  —  so-called  from  the  log  honse 
used  l)y  the  Seneca  Indians  as  a  Council  House  at  Caneadea  and 
brought  here  by  Mr.  Letchworth, —  have  been  greatly  simplified 
and  improved  by  the  changes  made  in  1913  and  1914.  They  are 
now  occupied  only  by  Mary  Jemison's  grave  and  monument,  the 
Council  House,  and  the  log  cabin  of  Mary  Jemison's  daughter,  and 
contain  nothing  to  strike  a  note  discordant  with  the  memories  of 
Indian  and  pioneer  life  in  the  Genesee  Valley. 

In  April,  1914,  the  work  on  the  GrO'unds  as  designed  by  our 
Committee  was  completed,  greatly  improving  the  setting  of  the 
memorial  objects  just  mentioned.  The  west  end  of  the  grounds 
has  been  stocked  with  AVhite  Pine,  and  the  new  lawn  is  well 
established. 

Much  to  our  regret,  it  was  found  to  be  necessary  to  remove  the 
section  of  the  famous  "  Treaty  Tree  "  which  the  heirs  of  Gen. 
James  S.  Wadsworth  presented  to  Mr.  Letchworth  in  June,  1878. 
This  great  oak  grew  on  the  bottom  lands  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Genesee  River  below  Mount  Morris  opposite  Geneseo.    E"ear  it, 
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ill  1707,  was  negotiated  tlie  Big  Tree  treaty  with  tlie  Indians  by 
which  they  parted  with  most  of  their  lands  in  the  Genesee  valley. 
In  the  course  of  time  the  tree  became  undermined  and  had  to  be 
.propped  up.    Finally  it  was  cut  down  and  sawn  into  three  pieces. 
The  upper  section  of  the  trunk  was  given  to  Dr.  LetchwoTth. 
It  having  become  apparent  in  1914  that  the  section  of  the  tree 
was  in  a  bad  condition,  the  Forester  of  the  Park,  the  late  Mr. 
Overton  W.  Price,  and  the  then  Consulting  Dendrologist,  Mr.  | 
George  B.  Sudworth,  both  recommended  that  it  be  treated  with  I 
preservatives,  but  when  the  workmen  came  tO'  apply  the  treat- 
ment, they  found,  not  only  that  the  outer  wood  was  but  a.  thin 
shell,  completely  honeycombed,  but  also'  that  the  entire  interior  i' 
was  decayed.    And  this  had  occurred  iiothwithstanding  the  tree 
had  been  partly  protected  from  the  elements  by  a  rustic  roof.  , 
TwO'  sections  of  the  famous  tree  still  remain  on  the  grounds  of  i 
Mr.  J ames  W.  Wadsworth  in  Geneseo',  but  are  apparently  in  the 
same  condition  as  that  in  which  the  section  at  Letchworth  Park 
was  found  to  be. 

Arboretum 

The  operations  in  the  Arboretum  were  resumed  in  April,  1914. 
When  the  covering  was  removed  from  the  seed-beds  on  April  16, 
the  jilants  were  found  in  good  condition.  The  work  of  trans- 
planting was  begun  April  23  with  the  Ked  Pines,  6,400  of  which 
were  set  out  in  four  days.  The  "  Yale  "  transplant  boards  have 
proved  very  satisfactory  and  much  faster  than  the  hand  method. 

The  bulk  of  the  year's  transplanting  had  been  done  before 
June  1,  1914,  by  which  time  72,764  plants  had  been  removed  from  ! 
the  1912  nursery,  of  which  6,052  were  set  out  in  the  field  and 
66,712  were  set  in  nursery  rows.  This  left  aboiit  18,400  seed- 
lings in  the  1912  nursery.  From  the  1913  nursery  2,445  plants 
were  set  out. 

Practically  everything  available  has  been  set  out  in  blocks, 
bringing  the  original  plantations  pretty  well  up  to  the  first  stand, 
although  in  some  cases  the  blocks  are  not  complete.  One  bed  of 
Engelmann  Spruce  contains  12,700  seedlings.  The  Deodar 
(Cedrus  deodara)  which  came  from  Kashmir,  India.,  and  was 
presented  to  us  by  the  Forest  Service,  has  been  sown  in  two  beds. 
During  the  summer,  1,175  Western  Yellow  Pine  and  1,532 
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Austrian  Pine  plants  were  set  out  in  the  block  of  hardwoods  west 
of  the  nursery,  and  275  Scotch  Pines  were  planted  south  of  the 
nursery  site. 

The  attention  which  the  Arboretum  is  attracting  from  foresters 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  and  the  commendations  which  they 
utter  are  very  gratifying. 

On  May  17,  1914,  the  Director  entertained  as  his  personal 
guests  at  the  park  ]\[r.  ClitfoTd  R.  Pettis,  Superintendent  of  New 
Yoi'k  State  Forests;  Prof.  M;  A.  H.  Rankin,  pathologist  at  Cor- 
nell University;  Prof.  W.  D.  Clark  of  the  Massachusetts  Agri- 
cultural College  at  Amherst;  Mr.  Philip  W.  Ayres  of  Concord, 
X.  ]!.,  forester  of  the  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  New  Hamp- 
shire Forests;  Prof.  J.  H.  Foster  of  Dunham,  IST.  H.,  of  the  New 
Hampshire- Agricultural  College;  Mr.  Edward  C.  M.  Richards 
of  New  York  City ;  Mr.  Alfred  Gaskill  of  Trenton,  IST.  J.,  State 
Forester  of  New  Jersey;  Prof.  Filibert  Roth  of  Ann  Arbor, 
2>Iich.,  Dean  of  the  Forest  School  of  the  Fniversity  of  Michigan; 
ilessrs.  C.  ^1.  Williams  and  L.  J.  Young,  forest  students  at  Ann 
Arbor;  and  ^'dr.  Alfred  A.  Griffin  of  Lawrence,  Kansas.  The 
whole  day  was  spent  in  the  nurseries  and  forest  and  all  were 
enthusiastic  in  their  approval  of  what  they  observed. 

Two  other  interested  visitors  in  May  were  Prof.  Hugh  P. 
Baker,  Dean  of  the  College  of  Forestry  of  Syracuse  University, 
and  Prof.  Walter  Mulford,  fonnerly  of  the  School  of  Forestry 
at  Cornell  University  but  now  connected  with  the  College  of  For- 
estry in  California. 

On  July  7,  1914,  Prof.  Bray,  professor  of  botany  in  the  State 
College  of  Forestry  of  Syracuse  University,  visited  the  park  to 
study  forest  types. 

On  July  11,  Dr.  Henry  S.  Drinker,  President  of  Lehigh  Uni- 
versity and  President  of  the  American  Forestry  Association ; 
Dr.  J.  T.  Rothrock  of  Westchester,  Pa.,  the  veteran  forester  and 
ex-Comrnissioner  of  Forestry  of  Pennsylvania ;  Dr.  B.  E.  Fernow, 
Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Forestry  of  the  University  of  Toronto, 
Canada,  and  President  of  the  Association  of  American  Foresters ; 
and  Prof.  J.  W.  Tourney,  iiector  of  the  Forest  School  at  Yale 
University,  visited  the  park.  The  Wyoming  and  Livingston 
County  Bar  Associations  were  holding  a  meeting  at  the  park  on 


44       American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society 


tlie  same  day,  and  after  the  dinner  the  Chainnan  called  on  the 
foresters  for  remarks.  All  spoke  enthusiasitically  of  the  park  and 
arboretum. 

The  Perry  ^N.  Y.)  Herald  of  July  15,  1914,  says  that  the 
four  gentlmen  just  named  "  afterwards  expressed  themselves  en- 
thusiastically, not  only  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  park's  beauty 
and  grandeur  but  also  from  the  standpoint  of  the  tract  as  aii 
ideal  location  for  an  Arboretum.  The  four  united  in  saying  that 
Letchworth  Park  is  the  most  beautiful  park  of  its  kind  east  of 
the  Eocky  Mountains,  being  surpassed  only  in  grandeur  of  its 
waterfalls  by  Niagara  Falls.  As  a  location  for  the  cultivation 
and  study  of  trees  they  excepted  no  spot  in  the  east." 

We  quote  the  following  from  the  Herald : 

Dr.  J.  T.  Rothrock  of  Westchester,  Pa.,  is  one  of  the  pioneer 
foresters  of  the  United  States.  He  began  teaching  forestry  in 
1877  as  lecturer  in  the  Michaux  course  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania. He  was  the  first  Commissioner  of  Forestry  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  for  years  was  a  memljor  of  the  State  Forestry  Com- 
mission. He  has  also'  been  prominent  as  a  propagandist  and  has 
accomplished  much  in  arousing  public  opinion  tO'  the  value  of 
forestry. 

In  an  interview  granted  the  Herald  editor,  he  said :  "  After 
having  tra\'eled  over  nearly  all  of  the  United  States  I  feel  per- 
fectly free  to  say  that  I  know  of  no  place  east  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains that  combines  so  many  scenic  and  historic  attractions  as 
this  place.  In  addition  to  this  many  adult  forms  of  tree  life  are 
gTOwing  here  which  with  the  varied  character  of  the  surface,  com- 
bine to  make  it  an  ideal  location  for  the  ready  study  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  forestry."  Dr.  Rothrock  and  Dr.  Fernow  are  affection- 
ately known  as  the  "  Fathers  of  Forestry  "  in  the  United  States. 

Dr.  13.  E.  Fernow,  who  is  at  present  dean  of  the  faculty  of 
Forestry,  University  of  Toronto',  and  a  member  of  the  Commission 
of  Conservation  of  Canada,  was  the  first  Chief  of  the  Forestry 
division  of  the  United  States,  i>receding  Gift'ord  Pinchot.  He 
V7as  also  fo'imerly  head  of  the  Cornell  College  of  Forestry.  Fol- 
lowing a  general  conversation  in  which  the  beauty  of  the  park 
had  been  extolled,  Dr.  Fernow  said : 

"All  that  has  been  said  is  actual  truth.  There  is  no-  honey 
put  on.  The  location  is  as  good  as  could  be  found  in  the  East. 
You  have  here  the  grandeur  of  the  falls  with  the  unspoiled  woods. 
This  is  not  a  forestry  proposition  properly  but  a  natural  park  and 
Arboretum  where  trees  can  be  studied.    This  will  cultivate  the 
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aesthetic  sense.  The  forester  will  tiiid  here,  however,  material  for 
study  purposes.  Letcliwortli  Park  and  Arboretum  as  plamied  will 
be  an  excellent  place  for  studying  tree  growth  and  foTestry  life."' 
T)r.  Fernow  in  explaining  more  fully  what  he  meant  by  "  forestry 
]n-oposition  "  differentiated  by  stating  that  the  forester  views  the 
trees  from  the  standpoint  of  cultivatioai  and  cutting  them  down, 
much  on  the  order  of  growing  crops,  while  the  purposes  of  an 
arboretum  arc  to  pi'ovide  a  place  where  trees  may  be  studied  and 
preserved. 

Dr.  J.  V\\  Toumey,  Dean  of  the  Yale  School  of  FoTestry,  in 
his  interview  given  the  Herald,  emphasized  as  a  great  factor  con- 
tributing to  the  future  of  Letchworth  Park,  the  fact  that  it  is 
no't  under  the  control  of  politics.  He  deplored  the  overabundance 
of  poor  laws  and  the  baneful  influence  of  politics  in  carrying  out 
the  purposes  of  many  public  institutions.  He  placed  as  of  pri- 
mary importance  the  fact  that  the  park  is  in  the  custody  of  such 
an  organization  as  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation 
Society. 

"  Four  things  impress  me  greatlv  in  relation  to  Letchworth 
Park,"  said  Dr.  Tourney.  "  First:  Tts  imiipie  organization,  being 
controlled  by  a  state  and  national  organization,  removed  from 
politics.  Secondly,  the  natural  setting  along  the  Genesee  river ; 
third,  this  forest  has  not  been  cut  in  57  years,  and  fourth,  the 
systematic  ]i!an  of  work  for  the  arboretum."  Enlarging  upon  these 
vital  points  Dr.  Toumey  stated  that  Letflnvorth  Park  i)rovided  an 
unusual  opportunity  for  the  study  of  isolated  trees  and  also-  in 
forest  form  and  that  ultimately  great  inir series  for  research  work 
will  he  de^'elo]^ed.  He  was  also  surprised  by  the  presence  of  so 
many  deciduous  hardwoods,  remarking  that  he  had  never  seen  such 
a  Avide  collection  of  hardwoods  north  of  the  Mason  and  Dixon  line 
that  had  not  been  touched  by  the  axe. 

Dr.  Henry  S.  Drinker,  who  is  President  of  Lehigh  University 
and  also  of  the  American  Forestry  Association,  as  well  as  being 
Vice  President  and  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Xational  Conservation  Congress,  said  that  as  President  of  the 
American  Forestry  Association  it  luul  Ijeen  his  duty  and  pleasure 
to  attend  many  forestry  gatherings  and  to  visit  many  points  of 
forestry  and  woodland  interest  throughout  the  country ;  that  he 
bad  never  seen  anywhere  so  complete,  valuable  and  beautiful  a 
presentation  of  the  forestry  question  as  at  Letchworth  Park  — 
beautiful  in  its  luitural  setting  and  now  being  admirably  developed 
both  a\«thetically  and  to  serve  a  great  and  useful  p^urpose  in  its 
object  lesson  of  the  existence  and  growth  of  our  American  trees." 

The  fact  that  Letchworth  Park  is  attracting  the  attention  of 
such  men  nirans  considcrabie  to  tliis  localitv  in  the  vears  to  come 
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in  tliat  the  greatest  Arbe/'retnm  in  the  TTnitel  States  will  nn- 
doubtcdly  be  developed  almost  witlihi  a  stone's  throw  of  this  place. 
The  keen  interest  shown  by  Director  Charles  M.  Dow  of  James- 
towji  is  also  a.  conitribnting  factor  that  mnst  not  b©  O'vorlooked. 

In  October,  Prof.  Frank  B.  Moody  of  the  School  of  FoTestry 
of  the  State  College  of  Agriculture  at  Cornell  University  visited 
the  park  and,  like  his  predecessors,  was  keenly  interested  in  what 
he  saw. 

Roads,  Bridges  and  Stairs 

The  roads,  bridges  and  stairways  in  the  park  have  received  a 
great  deal  of  attention  during  the  past  year.  The  care  of  the 
public  roads  in  the  park,  formerly  a  charge  on  the  town,  was 
devolved  upon  the  custodians  of  the  park  by  chapter  33  of  the 
Laws  of  1914,  but  the  State  has  not  made  corresponding  financial 
provision  for  their  upkeep.  The  Society  has  therefore  done  the 
best  it  coaild  with  the  means  at  hand. 

The  wall  bordering  the  roadway  along  the  river  from  the  en- 
trance to  the  Glen  Iris  grounds  to  the  Middle  Fall  was  readjusted 
in  the  early  snimner,  thus  widening  the  thoroughfare  which  pre- 
viously was  so  Harrow  that  it  could  be  used  for  trafiic  only  one 
way. 

The  top-stcnc  of  the  wall  along  the  river  road  between  Lauter- 
brunnen  and  the  Glen  Iris  entrance  has  been  cemented  in  one 
portion  and  the  gutter  from  the  top  of  the  hill  to  the  iron  eagle 
has  been  paved.  The  abrupt  curve  of  the  road  itself  has  been 
lengthened  so  that  persons  driving  down,  hill  can  see  the  roadway 
for  some  distance  ahead.  A  dangerous  curve  is  thus  remedied. 
The  embankment  on  the  south  side  of  the  wall  has  been  set  with 
White  Pine  about  five  feet  in  height. 

The  wooden  sluice  boxes  in  the  roads  of  the  Glen  Iris  grounds 
have  been  removed  and  also  of  the  road  leading  down  hill  near 
the  Middle  Fall  and  stone  boxes  substituted;  and  all  the  roads 
have  been  honed  and  put  in  order  where  necessary. 

The  iron  bridge  over  Deh-ga-ya-soh  Creek  *  at  the  entrance 

*  Mr.  James  N.  Johnston,  of  j3u<T-ilo.  infnvms  us  tliat  Deli-;ja-j'a-soh  means 
"Nameless  "  and  «as  named  after  the  Nameless  Club  of  Buffalo,  of  Avhich  the 
late  Win.  P.  Letehworth,  Mr.  Johnston,  .J.  N.  Larned,  David  Gray  and  other 
friends  v.ere  members. 
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to  the  Glen  Iris  grounds  has  been  replanked  and  the  best  of  the 
old  planking  used  in  repairing  two  of  the  smaller  bridges.  This 
bridge,  however,  should  he  replaced  by  a  reinforced  concrete  struc- 
ture, it  is  old  and  ill-adapted  to  sustain  the  traffic  of  modern 
automobiles,  and  wo  have  preferred  a  request  to  the  Legislature 
this  year  for  an  ajipropriation  for  a  new  bridge  at  this  point. 

The  long  stairv.ay  extending  down  tlie  cliff  below  the  Middle 
Fall,  giving  access  to  the  ]\Iineral  Spring  was  removed  in  April, 
1914,  as  it  had  become  dangerous.  The  approach  to  the  spring 
is  now  made  from  a  point  near  the  Middle  Fall.  The  spring, 
and  the  \-iew  from  it,  are  more  accessible  than  ever  before,  a 
guard-rail  having  been  placed  for  the  protection  of  visitors.  Pre- 
cautionary measures  of  all  kinds  have  been  taken  at  points  of 
risl^-,  like  this,  and  the  safety  of  the  public  is  more  assured  than 
ever  before 

Repairs  ha\'e  also  been  made  to  the  stairvv^ay  at  the  Lower  Fall. 
It  is  hoped  that  eventually  we  may  l)e  able  to  substitute  a  safer 
means  of  access  to  the  Lower  Fall  than  this  long  and  steep  flight 
of  steps. 

Beginninrj  of  a  Bird  liefufje 

During  September,  1914,  twenty  2tallard  Ducks  were  received 
from  the  American  Game  Protective  Association,  having  been 
donated  to  the  park  by  that  society.  Ten  were  placed  in  the 
gorge.  Instead  of  remaining  near  the  gorge  they  frequent  the 
Lower  Fall.  Three  of  them  have  been  seen  nearly  every  day, 
but  it  is  not  known  whether  the  same  three  are  seen  each  time. 
The  others  are  probably  nearby  or  else  distributed  along  the  river. 
They  do  not  seem  to  disturb  the  grain  furnished  them  and  pos- 
sibly tind  enough  food  in  the  river.  The  rest  of  the  ducks  were 
placed  in  the  pond  in  the  woods  abo^'e  the  Glen  Iris  honse.  Some 
find  their  way  to  the  pond  by  the  house  and  frequent  both  places 
and  appear  very  tame.  All  were  pinioned.  We  are  watching 
with  great  interest  this  our  initial  move  in  making  Letchwoai;h 
Park  a  bird  refuge. 

Under  date  of  October  18,  1914,  a  letter  was  received  from  Mr. 
Guy  A.  Bailey,  President  of  the  l^ew  York  Science  Teachers' 
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Associatiou,  regarding  tlie  bird  possibilities  at  Letchwortli  Park. 
He  says: 

Witli  the  natural  advantages  for  cover  it  wonld  not  require 
much  effort  to  make  it  a  unique  bird-sanctuary.  Unlike  most  of 
the  smaller  sanctuaries  it  starts  with  greait  possibilities  in  its 
present  condition.  In  the  first  place  it  has  ruffed  grouse,  a  bird 
that  is  fast  gi\'ing  way  tO'  the  gunner  and  tO'  the  natural  destruc- 
tion of  cover  due  tO'  the  advance  of  agriculture  and  recovery  of 
waste  lands.  There  are  other  birds  there  that  are  unconunoin 
elsewhere.  For  the  present  what  is  needed,  tO'  my  mind,  is  care- 
ful guarding  of  the  Park  that  none  of  the  birds  now  there  will 
be  shot  and  that  these  birds  will  be  fed.  During  the  winter  the 
food  jiroblem  of  birds  is  a  serious  problem.  Too  frequently  they 
get  so  little  that  they  are  weakened  and  unable  tO'  escape  their 
enemies.  Sometimes  they  are  forced  to  other  cover  where  they 
may  be  killed." 

On  December  10,  1914,  a  partridge  flew  through  the  south 
window  of  the  dining  room  of  the  Glen  Iris  mansion  after  break- 
fasting on  wild  grapes  at  the  edge  of  the  la^vn.  It  flew  directly 
toward  the  house  and  struck  the  large  plate  glass  window  (about 
4  feet  by  6  feet  8  inches  in  size  and  a  quarter  of  aai  inch  thick) 
with  such  force  as  to  break  it,  making  a  large  hole  near  the 
center.  The  glass  cracked  to^  the  edges  and  fine  pieces  were  scat- 
tered throughoTit  the  room.  The  impact  was  too  much  for  the 
bird  and  it  dropped  lifeless  on  the  rug  a,  few  feet  from  the  window. 

jSTear  the  Upper  Fall  there  is  a.  dead  treei  perforated  with  holes, 
large  and  small,  which  have  been  made  by  birds.  A  section  of 
this  tree  will  be  placed  in  the  natural  science  room  of  the  museum 
as  a  matter  of  interest,  and  Miss  Bishop  is  arranging  to  make  a 
collection  of  abandoned  birds'  nests  for  the  same  room. 

Forest  Fires 

In  April,  1914,  several  fires  were  caused  in  the  park  by  the 
Erie  and  Pennsylvania  railroad  trains,  but  they  were  soon  dis- 
covered and  extinguished  before  serious  damage  was  done.  Be- 
cause of  the  great  danger  from  such  fires,  barrels  filled  with  Avater 
ha^'e  been  placed  at  convenient  points  for  use  in  emergencies. 
The  fires  along  the  Pennsylvania  road  during'  the  summer  were 
particularly  liothersome,  and  our  force  of  men  assisted  the  section 
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hands  of  tlie  railroad  in  extingnisliing  fires  on  several  occasions. 
AVe  notified  the  Presidents  of  both  roads  of  the  troubles  from  fires 
and  requested  that  they  give  special  instructions  for  the  preven- 
tion of  fires  along  their  lines  contiguous  to  the  park. 

Visitors  dnd  Meetings 

The  season  of  1914  was  an  extremely  busy  one  from  the  stand- 
point of  visitors.  Between  May  8  and  December  9,  4,296  per- 
sons signed  their  names  in  the  register  in  the  Glen  Iris  mansion, 
and  thousands  of  visitors  did  not  register  at  all.  "  The  Superin- 
tendent states  that  15,000  would  be  a  conservative  estimate  of 
the  number  of  persons  who  visited  the  2>ark. 

Under  the  heading  of  Arboretum  we  have  given  the  names  of 
many  distinguished  visitors  to  the  park  in  1914  who  were  partic- 
ularly interested  in  forestiy. 

On  May  2t),  1914,  the  91st  anniversary  of  Mr.  Letchworth's 
birth,  a  meeting  of  the  old-time  friends  of  Mr.  Letchwo^rth  was 
held  at  the  park  in  pursuance  of  the  desire,  expressed  at  a  similar 
meeting  held  on  May  26,  1913,  that  a  permanent  organization  be 
fonned  "  to  ensure  the  annual  observance  of  the  birthday  of  this 
devoted  friend  of  humanity."  The  invitations  to  the  meeting 
on  May  26,  1914,  were  issued  by  a  committee  consisting  of  Mr. 
C.  K.  Sanders,  Chaii*man,  Mr.  A.  0.  Bunnell,  Secretary,  Miss 
Caroline  Bishop,  and  Mr.  William  A.  Brodie. 

A  permanent  organization  was  effected  by  the  election  of  the 
following  officers : 

President:  Charles  M.  Dow,  LL.  D.,  of  Jamestown. 

Vice  Presidents :  Lockwood  I\.  Doty  of  Geneseo  and  Henry  A. 
IMerce  of  Castile. 

Secreiarij  and  Tre&mrer:  C.  K.  Sanders  of  Xunda. 

/'J.reciitive  Committee:  AVilliani  A.  P)rodie  of  Geneseo,  A.  O. 
Buiniell  of  Dansville,  Henry  11.  Howhmd  of  Bufi'alo,  Miss  Caro- 
line Bishop  of  Letcliworth  Park,  and  Miss  Isabel  ITowland  of 
Sherwood. 

After  their  hiit^.iness  meetings,  an  American  Elm  tree  was 
]^lanted  in  memory  of  Mr.  Letchworth.  ^Ir.  Joseph  Buebendorf, 
who  for  fort\-  \ears  was  Mr.  Letcliwortli's  gardener  and  is  now 
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.eig'hty-five  years  old,  did  the  planting  and  was  assisted  by  several 
members  of  tbe  party,  together  w^ith  Miss  Bishop.  After  the 
planting  many  present  spoke  of  Mr.  Letchvs^orth  and  the  vpork 
that  our  Society  is  accomplishing  at  Letchv^^orth  Park.  At  the 
business  meeting  an  organization  was  perfected  that  contemplates 
the  annual  observance  of  Mr.  Letchworth's  birthday. 

0]i  June  17,  1911,  the  County  Highway  Commissioners  met 
with  State  Highway  Commissioner  John  IST.  Carlisle  at  the  park. 
It  is  estimated  that  there  were  500  persons  in  the  park  that  day. 
Apparently  all  were  much  pleased  with  the  park.  An  interesting 
feature  of  the  occasion  was  the  presence  of  about  150  automobiles 
used  by  the  party.  There  was  not  a.  single  horse^dravm  vehicle 
among  them  and  none  of  the  visitors  came  or  departed  by  rail. 

On  July  11  the  Judges  and  lawyers  of  Wyoming  County  met 
at  Glen  Iris  for  a  day's  recreation  and  general  good  time.  There 
were  nearly  two  hundred  people  in  the  park  on  that  day. 

On  Thursday,  August  27,  1914,  there  was  a  large  atendance 
at  the  reunion  of  veterans  of  the  Civil  War  held  at  Portage,  and 
many  of  them  visited  Letchworth  Park. 

Proposed  Tablet  at  Inspiration  Point 

At  a  meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  William  Pryor  Letchworth 
Memorial  Association,  held  at  Glen  Iris  on  August  30,  1914,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  arrange  for  the  erection  of  a  tablet 
at  Inspiration  Point,  with  the  following  inscription : 

"  God  wrouglit  for  us  tliis  scene  beyond  compare, 
But  one  man's  loving  hand  protected  it 
And  gave  it  to  Iiis  fellow-men  to  share." 

First  Neiv  York  Dragoons  Monument 

Some  years  ago  a  granite  sliaft  of  rather  distingTiished  and 
creditable  proportions  was  erected  by  the  New  York  Dragoons 
near  Portage  Station.  After  the  gift  of  Letchworth  Park  to  the 
State  and  during  Mr.  Letchworth's  lifetime  there  was  some  talk 
regarding  the  removal  of  this  monument  to  Letchworth  Park  and 
Mr.  Letchworth  talked  with  Dr.  Dow  concerning  it.  Subse- 
quently there  was  further  talk  of  removing  it  and  placing  it  at 
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the  top  of  the  hill  in  the  nursery,  the  highest  point  in  the  park, 
or,  if  not  there,  on  the  elevated  plateau  opposite  the  Lauterbrunnen 
cottage. 

There  is  now  a  serious  movement  on  the  part  of  the  Association 
regarding  its  removal  to  Letchworth  Park  and  at  a  reunion  of  the 
Dragoons  held  during  the  summer  of  1914  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  the  officers  of  the  Park.  It  was  estimated 
at  that  meeting  that  it  would  cost  from  four  to  eight  hundred 
dollars  to  remove  the  monument  and  it  appears  that  means  have 
been  provided. 

On  October  13,  1907,  Mr.  Letchworth  in  a  letter  to  the  late 
Col.  A.  B.  Lawrence  of  Warsaw,  referred  to  the  subject  as  follows : 

"  In  reference  to  the  subject  of  which  you  write,  when  the 
project  of  a  monument  to  the  First  ISTew  York  Dragoons  at  Portage 
first  took  shape,  had  it  then  been  possible  to  place  the  memorial 
in  a  favorable  situation  within  the  limits  of  what  is  now  the 
State  park  I  think  there  would  have  been  practical  unanimity 
about  it,  but  a  proposition  of  the  kind  now  I  fear  would  arouse 
controversy  without  resulting  in  any  benefit.  As  for  myself,  I 
can  only  say  that  I  have  no  other  desire  than  to  promote  the 
'  wishes  of  the  soldiers  and  to  honor  the  memory  of  those  who 
fought  to  save  the  Union. " 

The  question  of  the  removal  of  the  monument  to  Letchworth 
!  Park  is  still  under  advisement. 

School  Taxes 

Under  date  of  October  16,  1914,  we  received  the  following 
letter : 

American  Scenic  and  Historic 
Preservation  Society, 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  yonr  property  known  as  Letch- 
worth Park  is  assessed  for  School  Taxes  in  District  ISTo.  Two  in 
the  Town  of  Genesee  Falls,  Wyoming  County,  IST.  Y. ;  that  the 
amount  of  the  assessment  is  $42,157 ;  the  amount  of  tax  on  same 
is  one  hundred  thirty-nine  dollars  eleven  cents  ($139.11)  plus 
Collector's  fees  at  1%  of  one  dollar  forty  cents  ($1.40)  making 
a  total  of  one  hundred  forty  dollars  fifty-one  cents  ($140.51). 

The  total  assessed  valuation  of  the  School  District  is  one  hun- 
dred and  six  thousand,  forty-seven  dollars  ($106,047). 
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The  total  amount  of  tax  raised  in  the  district  is  three  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  ($350)  ;  the  rate  of  tax  is  .0033. 

The  date  of  the  Collector's  warrant  is  October  8,  1914.  The 
time  for  payment  at  1%  will  expire  ]^ovember  8,  1914, 

Respectftilly, 

J.  W.  PlNKNEY^ 

Collector. 

P.  O.  Address,  Castile,  K  Y. 
Oct.  IC,  1914. 

The  letter  was  referred  to  the  Comptroller  for  payment  under 
the  la,w  enacted  last  year,  chapter  88  of  the  Laws  of  1914. 

Bridge  Across  the  Genesee  River 

On  March  4,  1915,  Hon.  Edward  M.  Magee  introduced  in  the 
Assembly  and  Hon.  Charles  D.  iN'ewton  introduced  in  the  Senate 
a  bill  "  tO'  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge  over  the  Gen- 
esee Eiver,  at  or  near  Portage,  in  Letchworth  Park,  and  malting 
an  appropriation  therefor."  It  authorizes  and  directs  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Works  to  construct  a  bridge  across  the  river 
in  the  park  at  such  point  as  he  may  determine,  upon  plans  and 
specifications  furnished  by  the  State  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and 
approved  by  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  So- 
ciety; and  approximates  $95,000  for  the  purpose.* 

Authority  to  ('ondemv  Davis  Lot 

On  April  15,  1915,  the  Hon.  Archie  D.  Sanders  of  Stafford, ' 
X.  y.,  introduced  in  the  Senate  the  following  bill:  f  ' 

^V>T  ACT  authorizing  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preserva- 
tion Society  to  acquire  title  to  certain  lands  to  be  used  as  a  part 
of  Letchworth  park. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Neir  Yorli,  represented  in  8enate\ 
futd  Assonhhj,  do  enact  as  folloivs: 

Section  1.   The  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation 

Society  is  hereby  antliorized  and  empowered  to  acquire  title  to 

lands  formerly  owned  by  Maria  Uavis  situate  in  Letchworth  park. 

hi  ease  such  society  is  unable  to  agree  Avith  the  owner  on  thej 
—  '-  I 

The  bill  failed  to  pass, 
t  The  bill  became  a  law  May  3,  and  is  chapter  496  of  the  laws  of  1915. 
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purchase  price  to  be  paid  for  such  pro])crtv,  the  title  thereto  inay 
be  acquired  by  condemnation  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  con- 
demnation law.  Such  ]n-oceeding-  shall  be  brought  by  the  attorney- 
general  in  the  name  of  the  state  and  the  title  to  such  lauds,  whether 
acquired  by  purchase  or  condemnation,  shall  vest  in  the  state. 
§  2.  This  act  shall  take  etl'ect  immediately. 

Miscellaneous  Matters 

During  innumerable  small  matters  were  attended  to  in 

various  parts  of  the  park.  Among  them  may  be  mentioned  the 
following : 

The  little  cottage  opposite  the  Davis  house  was  repaired  last 
spring.    A  kitchen,  9  by  16  feet  in  size,  was  added,  the  two 
rooms  upstairs  and  part  of  the  rooms  downstairs  were  lathed,  a 
new  veranda  was  built  on  the  rear,  and  new  windows  were  put 
in.    In  May,  a  new  retaining  wall  at  the  lake  near  the  Glen 
Iris  mansion  was  finished.    Much  time  has  been  spent  extermi- 
nating the  nests  of  Tent  Caterpillars  from  trees  and  shrubs  along 
the  roadways ;  quarrying  stone  for  stone  walls,  and  putting  guard 
rails  in  order  at  the  Upper  and  Lower  Falls.    All  the  stumps 
and  wild  gTowth  have  been  grubbed  out  of  a  space  of  about  eight 
feet  surro'unding  the  old  cemetery  and  the  cemetery  has  been 
!  cleaned  up.    The  grounds  around  Lauterbrunnen  have  also  been 
I  trimmed  up.    Guide  boards  have  been  placed  at  the  Letchworth 
'Park  station  on  the  Erie  railroad  and  at  the  road  leading  to  the 
arboretum. 

In  October,  the  representative  of  Underwood  and  Undei'wood, 
the  well  known  photographers,  visited  the  park  and  took  pictures 
to  be  shown  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition. 

Meteorological  Conditions 

Following  is  a  record  of  meteorological  conditions  at  Letchworth 
Park  in  1914  as  observed  by  Mr.  James  O.  Howard,  Superintend- 
ent, at  the  United  States  Meteorological  Station  established  in  the 
park  at  Lauterbrunnen,  at  an  elevation  of  1,260  feet  above  sea- 
level  : 
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Jan.       Feb.       Mar.       Apr.        May  June 

Mean  maximum  tempera- 
ture  34.3       2.5.00     39.5       51.9       65.8  75.7 

Mean  minimum  tempera- 
ture  17.2         6.5       21.7       33.2       45.4  52.7 

Mean  temperature    25.7        15.8       30.6       42.5       57.0  64.2 

Maximum  temperature  ...  60           51           66  81  87  91 

Minimum   temperature....  -22         -17           -3  17  30  36 

Precipitation,  inches    1.52        1.17       2.72       2.88        1.17  1.51 

Days  of  over  .01"  precipi- 
tation  

Days  clear  


Snow  fall  for  the  month 
in  inches   


13 

11 

12 

18 

12 

11 

0 

9 

8 

7 

11 

18 

13 

10 

9 

9 

14 

6 

18 

9 

14 

14 

6 

6 

11 

10.5 

11.5 

7.75 

0 

0 

July 

Mean  maximum  tempera- 
ture  81.0 

Mean   minimum  tempera- 
ture  57 . 3 

Mean  temperature   69 . 1 

Maximum  temperature. ...  90 

Minimum   temperature. ...  47 

Precipitation,  inches   2.29 

Days  of  over  .01"  precipi- 
tation  10 

Days  clear    8 

Days  partly  cloudy   18 

Days  cloudy    5 

Snow  fall  for  the  month 
in  inches    0 


Aug.      Sep'.        Oct.       Nov.  Dec. 


80 

3 

72 

3 

64 

6 

46 

9 

32 

1 

56 

3 

46 

3 

42 

8 

29 

0 

17 

2 

68 

3 

59 

3 

53 

7 

38 

0 

24 

6 

95 

91 

83 

66 

61 

40 

31 

24 

10 

-13 

4 

42 

1 

84 

1 

85 

1 

29 

2 

6: 

13 

7 

10 

19 

17 

9 

17 

10 

4 

2 

18 

8 

13 

14 

8 

4 

6 

8 

12 

21 

0 

0 

T- 

8 

2 

22 

8 

Annual  precipitation  in  inches,  25 . 29. 
Annual  snow  fall  in  inches,  71.75. 
*  T  =  Trace. 

In  the  fo'i-egoing,  the  precipitation  iiichides  rain,  melted  snow, 
hail  and  sleet.  The  observer  makes  the  following  special  remarks 
on  the  various  months: 

January:  Harvesting  ice  12  inches  thick.  River  rose  very 
rapidly  on  29th  and  very  muddy.  Much  cloudy  weather,  but  no 
severe  storms.    Sleet'  on  the  20th  and  31st, 

Fehruarij:  Feeding  game  birds  about  the  Park  with  wheat. 
River  low.    Cisterns  and  wells  dry.    Springs  low  and  failing. 
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March :  On  the  IGtli  robins  were  seen;  17th  blue  birds  arrive; 
25th  song  sparroAvs  arrive.  Eiver  cleared  of  ice  on  the  night  of 
the  16th.  ]\[eado\v  larks  seen  on  the  30th.  River  high  on  the 
30th.    Eoads  verv  niiiddy. 

April:  Season  backward.  Early  blossoming  plants  much  re- 
tarded.   Roads  verv  bad  first  half  of  month. 

j\[ai/:  Heavy  hail  storm  on  the  4th.  Sowing  oats  on  the  18th. 
No  crops  planted,  only  grain  sown.  Season  three  weeks  late. 
Trees  in  full  leaf  at  end  of  month.  Thunderstonns  on  4th,  8t\, 
12  th,  2Yth  and  29th.    Hail  on  4th  and  8th. 

June:  Crops  backward.  Roads  very  dusty.  River  normal. 
Thunderstonns  on  the  24th  and  29:th. 

Jiilij:  Very  dry  month.  \Yheat  a  fine  crop.  Hay  light  and 
eai'ly.  Roads  very  dusty.  River  low.  Nights  cool.  Thunder- 
stonns on  the  9th  and  27th. 

August:  Many  shmvers  for  the  month.  Nearly  every  day 
some  precipitation.  Heavy  dews.  Grain  crop  in  the  field  as  it 
was  cut  the  first  of  the  month.  Streams  normal.  Plowing  wheat 
land.    Thunderstoi-ms  on  2d,  7th,  18th,  20th,  21st  and  23d. 

September :  Roads  very  dusty  for  gTeater  part  of  month.  No 
killing  frosts.  Few  trees  with  colored  foliage.  Apples  a  good 
crop.  Beans  average.  Oats  very  poor.  Pine  trees  seeding  pro- 
fusely.   Thunderstorms  on  the  1st  and  2d. 

October:  A  freeze  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  with  snow.  Streams 
low.    Thunderstonns  on  the  9th  and  10th. 

November:  Much  cloudy  weather  with  little  rain  or  snow.  Sea- 
sonable weather.  River  and  springs  low.  Thunderstorms  on  the 
4th.    Hail  on  the  5th,  7th  and  11th.    Sleet  on  the  24th. 

December:  On  the  loth  roads  drifted  badly  for  the  remainder 
of  the  month.  Many  clear  nights.  Springs  very  low.  Feeding 
wild  birds.    Ice  10  inches  on  the  river.    Sleet  on  the  21st. 

Letchworth  Legacy 

The  Letchworth  Legacy  consists  of  the  cash  and  securities 
which,  with  the  physical  property,  constituted  the  residuary  estate 
left  to  the  Society  by  the  late  William  Pryor  Letchworth,  donor 
of  Letchworth  Park.  It  is  applicable  excliTsively  to  the  mainte- 
nance and  improvement  of  Letchworth  Park. 
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Following  is  a  rocapitiilatio'n  of  the  entire  Legacy: 


Physical  property,  inventory  value  in  1911   $14,199  91 

Securities,  inventory  value  in  1911   $31,198  87 

Less  maturities  to  date   2,000  00 

  29,198  87 

Cash  remittances  by  executor   ...       24,428  60 

Interest,  dividends,  maturities  and  sale  of  books  to 

Dec.  31,  1914   4,148  25 

  28,576  85 


Total  legacy  to  Dec.  31,  1914   $71,975  63 


Following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  enUre  Cash  Account: 

Receipts 

Cash  remittances  by  executor   $24,428  60 

Interest  and  dividends  to  Dec  31,  1914   2,046  08 

Maturity  of  Edwin  Anderson  note   2,000  00 

Sale  of  books  and  cards   102  17 


$28,576  85 

DiSBUESEMENTS 

Disbursements  in  1912  $11,306  45 

Disbursements  in  1913   11,421  32 

Disbursements  in  1914   3,861  06 

  26,588  83 

Balance  on  hand  Dec.  31,  1914   $1,988  02 


Following  is  a  classified  statement  of  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments for  the  year  ended  December  31,  lOlJ/.: 

Receipts 

Balance  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1914   $2,581  81 

Maturity  of  Edwin  Anderson  note   2,000  00 

Interest  and  dividends    1,165  10 

Sale  of  books  and  post  cards   102  17 


$j,849  08 

Disbursements 


Adelbert  H.  Moot,  legal  services   $2,065  21 

Forester   499  98 

Forester's  expenses    91  50 

Nurseryman   399  96 

Librarian   199  99 

Seeds   209  11 
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Labor   $334  64 

Contingxnt  expenses    60  C7 

  $3,.S01  06 


Cash  balance  Dee.  31,  1914  as  before  stated   .$1,988  02 


FolloAving  is  a  statement  of  tlie  securities  of  the  LetcliwO'rtli 
Legacy  wliicli  are  in  the  safe  deposit  box  of  the  Society  with  the 
Com  Exchange  Safe  Deposit  Co.  The  values  are  those  stated  in 
the  inventory  of  the  Letchworth  estate  filed  by  the  executor  with 
the  Surrogate  of  Wyoming  County  on  April  29,  1911 : 


Certificate  No.  A  442,692  of  100  shares  of  capital  stock  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Eailroad  Co.,  par  value  of  $50  a  share   $6,412  50 

Certificate  No.  A  442,693  of  3  shares  of  the  same   192  37 

Five  first  consolidated  mortgage  gold  bonds  of  the  Detroit 
Electric  Railway  Nos.  70,  73,  80,  117  and  234,  par  value  of 
$1,000  each,  bearing  5  per  cent  interest   4,650  00 

Five  first  mortgage  gold  bonds  of  the  Detroit  Railway  Co., 
Nos.  671.  1232,  1233,  1234  and  1235,  par  value  of  $1,000  each, 
bearing  5  per  cent  interest   4,900  00 

Four  first  mortgage  sinking  fund  gold  bonds  of  the  Victor 
Fuel  Co.,  of  Denver,  Colo.,  Nos.  1954,  1955,  1956  and  1957,  par 
value  of  $1,000  each,  bearing  5  per  cent  interest   3,360  00 

Five  5  per  cent  gold  mortgage  bonds  of  the  Rochester  Railway 
Co.,  Nos.  70,  71,  72,  73  and  1828,  par  value  of  $1,000  each   5,100  00 

Certificate  No.  C  349,498  of  39  shares  of  preferred  capital 
I  stock  of  the  U.  S.  Steel  Corporation,  par  value  $100  each   4,524  00 

Certificates  Nos.  213  and  214  of  two  shares  of  capital  stock  of 
the  Buffalo  Female  Academy,  par  value  of  $100  each   10  00 

Certificate  No.  17  of  five  shares  of  capital  stock  of  the  Castile 
Cooperative  Creamery  Co.,  par  value  of  $10  each   50  00 


$29,198  87 


The  physical  property  of  the  Letchworth  Legacy  before  men- 
tioned valued  in  1911  at  $14,199.91  is  at  Letchworth  Park. 

Of  the  $26,588.83  total  disbursements  in  1912,  1913  and  1911 
above  reported,  a  little  over  one-half  has  been  for  physical  p'rop- 
erty  which  also  belongs  to  the  Society  and  is  at  Letchworth  Park, 
as  follows : 


Library  and  museum  building 

Land,  5 . 3  acres   

Furniture  


$9,996  45 
1,275  00 
147  58 
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Books  ■   $125  00 

Horses,  etc   1,878  35 


$13,422  38 


Financial  Statement  of  State  Funds 

Following  is  a,  sta<tem6iit  of  the  ^'arious  State  funds  from.  Jan- 
nary  1,  191-i,  to  December  31,  1914: 

Chapter  791,  Laws  of  1913 

(AppTOpriatio-n  $8,6'50) 


.  Debit 

Cash  from  State  Treasurer,  be  ore  reported   $2,444  75 

Jan.    3,  1914.  Cash  from  State  Treasurer   129  77 

Jan.  28,  1914.  Cash  from  State  Treasurer   16  70 

Feb.  21,  1914.  Cash  from  State  Treasurer   2  40 

Mar.  25,  1914.  Cash  from  State  Treasurer   2  65 

Apr.  18,  1914.  Cash  from  State  Treasurer   327  01 

May  28,  1914.  Cash  from  State  Treasurer   459  00 

July    6,  1914.  Cash  from  State  Treasurer   205  84 

July  22,  1914.  Cash  from  State  Treasurer   2,720  00 

Aug.  18,  1914.  Cash  from  State  Treasurer   145  06 

Aug.  27,  1914.  Cash  from  State  Treasurer    304  92 

Sept.  30,  1914.  Cash  from  State  Treasurer   825  00 

Nov.        1914.  Cash  from  State  Treasurer   688  42 


$8,271  52 


Credit 

Disbursements  before  reported   $2,444  75 

December  12,  1913 

65.  Elitsac  Manufacturing  Co.,  lumber   89  98 

66.  Castile  Hardware  Co.,  hardware   15  25 

67.  Castile  Hardware  Co.,  lanterns,   etc   4  03 

68.  J.  0.  Howard,  paid  for  freight   1  59 

69.  Charles  H.  Damon,  drain  tiles  ■■■■  9  12 

70.  Richard  McMaster,  threshing   9  80 

January  14,  1914 

71.  Wilson  A.  Bennett,  bhxeksmithing   16  70 

February  10,  1914 

72.  J.  0.  Howard,  paid  for  saw   1  20 

73.  Castile  Chilled  Plow  Co.,  .plow  points   1  20 

March  10,  1914 

74.  Elitsac  Manufacturing  Co.,  use  of  tools,  etc   2  65 
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April  10,  1914 

75.    J.  0.  Howard,  paid  for  telephone  and  postage   $9  67 

70.    H.  J.  Fuller,  harness  repairs   10  70 

77.  Wilson  A.  Bennett,   farrier   21  2.5 

78.  Theo.  G.  Fields,  sleighs  and  wagon   92  00 

79.  Hanson  Electric  Co.,  electrical  woi'k   69  39 

SO.    F.  W.  Fairbanks,  2  bronze  tablets,  etc   115  00 

May  14,  1914 

81.  Fv.  W.  Wolcott,  labor   37  50 

May  20,  1914 

82.  Iroquois  Rubber  Co.,  fire  extinguisher   6  50 

83.  Salisbury  Wheel  &  Alfg.  Co.,  lighting  plant   415  00 

June  15,  1914 

84.  Enos  &  Sanderson,  horse-shoes,  etc   23  84 

85.  R.  W.  Wolcott,  labor   117  00 

86.  Wilson  Farm,  seed  oats   65  00 

July  10,  1914 

87.  Jamestown   Construction   Co.,   on   account   of  alterations 

Glen  Iris  mansion    2,720  00 

July  27,  1914 

88.  R.  W.  Wolcott,  labor   99  00 

89.  American— La  France  Engine  Co.,  hand  grenades   17  60 

90.  W.  A.  Bennett,  farrier   8  55 

91.  J.  0.  Howard,  gasoline  and  oil   19  91 

August  15,  1914 

92.  Castile  Hardware  Co.,  lawn  mower,  etc   5  06 

93.  Silas  L.  Strivings,  horse  feed   63  50 

94.  J.  0.  Howard,  gasolene   8  32 

05.    Romanzo  Perkins,  veterinary   5  00 

96.  Castile  , Hardware  Co.,  glass  and  hardware   Ill  95 

97.  Castile  Hardware  Co.,  powder  and  fuse   3  09 

98.  R.  W^.  Wolcott,  labor   108  00 

September  21,  1914 

99.  Miller  Hardware  Co.,  .plumbing   825  00 

October  21,  1914 

100.  Elitsac  ^Manufacturing  Co.,  cement,  lumber,  etc   251  88 

101.  Elitsac  Manu;'acturing  Co.,  cement  and  lime   21  50 

102.  Dobbie  Foundry  &  Machine  Co.,  pipe   41  70 

103.  Hanson  Electric  Co.,  installing  lights   234  82 

104.  S.  L.  Strivings,  oats   138  52 


$8,271  52 


I 
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Chapter  192,  Laivs  of  1913 


(Apprcpriatio-n  $6,170) 
Debit 

Cash  from  State  Treasurer,  before  reported   $430  44 

Jan.     3,  1914.    Cash  from   State  Treasurer   477  15 

Jan.  28,  1914.    Cash  from  State  Treasurer   411  56 

■  Feb.  21,  1914.    Cash  from  State  Treasurer   370  29 

Mar.  25,  1914.    Cash  from  State  Treasurer  ,   383  53 

Apr.  22,  1914.    Cash  from  State  Treasurer   319  92 

May  28,  1914.  -  Cash  from  State  Treasurer   514  87 

July    6,  1914.    Cash  from  State  Treasurer   515  GO 

July  22,  1914.    Cash  from  State  Treasurer   12  22 

July  29,  1914.    Cash  from  E.  H.  Hall   50 

Aug.  18,  1914.    Cash  from  State  Treasurer   829  14 

Aug.  27,  1914.    Cash  from  State  Treasurer   477  13 

Sept.  30,  1914.    Cash  from  State  Treasurer   466  28 

Nov.    4,  1914.    Cash  from  State  Treasurer   576  86 


$5,785  49 


Credit 

Disbursements  before  reported   $430  44 

December  12,  1913 

13.  J.  0.  Howard,  superintendent,  November   66  67 

14.  Sven  Olsen,  foreman    60  00 

15.  Caroline  Bishop,  librarian    50  00 

16-..20.     Laborers   250  00 

21.  J.  0.  Howard,  travel  expenses   43  57 

22.  J.  0.  Howard,  paid  for  telephone,  etc   691 

January  9j  1914 

23.  J.  O.  Howard,  superintendent,  December   66  67 

24.  Sven  Olsen,  foreman    60  00 

25.  Caroline  Bishop,  librarian   50  00 

26-30.      Laborers   220  95 

31.  J.  O.  Howard,  paid  for  postages,  etc   11  44 

32.  Jamestown  Journal  Press,  printing   2  50 

February  10,  1914 

33.  J.  O.  Howard,  superintendent,  January   66  67 

34.  Sven  Olsen,  foreman    60  00 

35.  Caroline  Bishop,  librarian    50  00 

36-40      Laborers   183  81 

41.  J.  0.  Howard,  paid  for  telephone,  etc   9  81 

March  10,  1914 

42.  J.  0.  Howard,  superintendent,  February   66  67 

43.  Caroline  Bishop,  librarian    50  00 

44-47.      Laborers   200  00 

48.  Sven  Olsen,  foreman    60  00 

49.  J.  0.  Howard,  paid  for  telephone,  etc   6  86 
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April  10,  1914 

50.  J.  O.  Howard,  superintendent,  March   $66  67 

51.  Sven  Olsen,  foreman    60  00 

52.  Caroline  Bishop,  librarian    50  00 

53-56.  Laborers   129  95 

57.  Argus  Co.,  printing   13  30 

May  14,  1914 

58.  J.  O.  Howard,  superintendent,  April   66  67 

59.  Sven  Olsen,  foreman    60  00 

60.  Caroline  Bishop,  librarian    50  00 

61.  J.  O.  Howard,  travel   4  83 

62.  J.  0.  Howard,  paid  for  telephone,  etc   11  08 

C3-G8.  Laborers   196  96 

May  20,  1914 

69-71.  Laborers   125  33 

June  15,  1914 

72.  J.  0.  Howard,  superintendent,  May   66  67 

73.  Sven  Olsen,  foreman    60  00 

74.  Caroline  Bishop,  librarian    50  00 

75-80.  Laborers   282  57 

81.  Argus  Co.,  printing    33  54 

82.  X.  Y.  Telephone  Co.,  service   22  82 

July  10,  1914 

83.  J.  0.  Howard,  paid  for  telephone,  etc   12  72 

^  July  27,  1914 

84.  J.  O.  Howard,  Superintendent,  June   66  66 

85.  Sven  Olsen,  foreman    60  00 

86.  Caroline  Bishop,  librarian    50  00 

87.  Chas.  Redfield,  papering  and  varnishing   237  50 

88-95.  Laborers   389  96 

96.  J.  O.  Howard,  travel   4  70 

97.  N.  Y.  Telephone  Co.,  service   8  52 

98.  J.  O.  Howard,  postage,  etc   11  80 

August  15,  1914 

99.  J.  O.  Howard,  superintendent,  July   66  66 

100.  Sven  Olsen,  foreman    60  00 

101.  Caroline  Bishop,  librarian    50  00 

102-108.  Laborers   286  05 

109.  N.  Y.  Telephone  Co.,  service   5  92 

110.  E.  L.  Meach,  printing  and  stationery   8  50 

September  15,  1914 

111.  J.  O.  Howard,  superintendent,  August   06  60 

112.  Sven  Olsen,  foreman    60  00 

113.  Caroline  Bishop,  librarian    50  00 

114-119.  Laborers   273  50 

120.  Keuffel,  Esser  &  Co.,  drawing  materials   8  80 

121.  X.  Y.  Telephone  Co.,  service   7  32 
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October  21,  1914 

122.  Charles  M.  Dow,  paid  for  telephone,  «tc   $24  78 

123.  J.  O.  Howard,  paid  for  postage,  etc   8  75 

124.  N.  Y.  Telephone  Co.,  service   8  57 

125.  J.  0.  Howard,  superintendent,  September   66  66 

126.  Sven  Olsen,  foreman    60  00 

127.  Caroline  Bishop,  librarian    50  00 

128-134.    Laborers   305  00 

135.  Charles  M.  Dow,  travel   38  85 

136.  J.  O.  Howard,  paid  for  gasolene,  etc   14  25 


$5,785  49 


Chapter  529,  Laivs  of  19 IJ/. 

(Appropriatioai  $6,8Y0) 
Debit 

Nov.    2,  1914.    Cash  from  State  Treasurer   $4  50 

Nov.  25,  1914.    Cash  from  State  Treasurer   523  31 

Dee.  31,  1914.    Cash  from  State  Treasurer   552  01 


$1,079  82 


Credit 
October  21,  1914 

1.  .     E.  L.  Meaeh,  stationery   4  50 

November  10,  1914 

2.  J.  0.  Howard,  superintendent,  October   125  00 

3.  Sven  Olsen,  foreman   60  00 

4.  Caroline  Bishop,  librarian    50  00 

5-10.    Laborers   270  25 

11.  J.  O.  Howard,  paid  for  freight   3  45 

12.  N.  Y.  Telephone  Co.,  service   7  11 

13.  Argus  Company,  printing    7  50 

December  12,  1914 

14.  J.  0.  Howard,  superintendent,  November   125  00 

15.  Sven  Olsen,  foreman   60  00 

16.  Caroline  Bishop,  librarian    50  00 

17-21.    Laborers   303  85 

22.  J.  0.  Howard,  travel                                                     .  8  65 

23.  J.  O.  Howard,  freight,  etc   4  51 


$1,079  82 
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S  Chapter  f)--}(),  Laws  of  19U 

(Appropriation  $1,350) 
Debit 

Oct.     1,  1914.    Cash  from  State  Treasurer   $56  80 

Nov.  25,  1914.    Cash  from  State  Treasurer   Ill  28 

Dec.  31,  1914.    Cash  from  State  Treasurer   28  44 


$196  52 

I  Credit 

September  25,  1914 

1.  W.  &  L.  E.  Gurley,  surveying  instruments   $56  80 

November  10,  1914 

2.  S.  L.  Strivings,  -wheat,  oats  and  feed   Ill  28 

December  12,  1914 

3.  Charles  Swanson,  plaster,  etc   27  13 

4.  Wilson  A-  Bennet,  coal   1  31 


$196  52 

Chapter  531,  Laws  of  1914 
(Appropriation  $500.00) 

ISTo  disbursements. 

PHILIPSE  MANOR  HALL 
Descriptio7i 

\  Philipse  Manor  Hall  at  Yonkers,  N".  Y.,  is  a  venerable  stone 
building  of  uncertain  age,  dating  back  at  least  to  1725  or  1730, 
and  part  of  it  possibly  to  1682.  It  was  the  Manor  Hall  of  tbe 
Lords  of  PhilipsborO'Ugh  Manor,  one  of  the  great  Colonial  Manors 
on  the  Hudson  River,  and  was  forfeited  by  the  Philipse  family 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution  on  account  of  their  loyalty  to  the 
Crown.  It  stands  in  the  midst  of  an  acre  of  ground  fronting  on 
Warburton  Avenue,  Dock  Street  and  Woodworth  Place,  a  few 
blocks  from  the  ISTew  YotIv  Central  Railroad  station  and  in  the 
heart  of  the  City."     (See  plates  35-38.) 


*  Tlip  history  of  the  Manor,  tlie  1)uiMin.<j'  and  its  occupants  is  given  in  a 
cloth  bound  book  of  256  pages  entitled  "  Philipse  Manor  Hall,"  published  by 
the  Society  and  sold  at  50  cents  plus  cost  of  carriage. 
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After  the  foTfeiture  of  the  Philipse  property  to  the  State,  it 
was  sold  to  private  parties.  The  Manor  Hall  in  the  course  of 
time  was  acquired  by  the  village  of  Yonkers  as  a.  Village  Hall. 
When  the  village  became  a  city,  the  building  became  its  City 
Hall  and  v/as  so  used  when,  in  1908,  it  was  purchased  through 
the  generosity  of  the  late  Mrs.  William  F.  Cochran  for  the  sum 
of  $50,000  and  given,  to  the  State  of  jSTew  York,  upon  condition 
that  it  should  be  in  the  custody  of  the  American  Scenic  and  His- 
toric Preservation  Society.  The  building  and  land  are  valued 
at  $100,000.  In  addition  to  the  $50,000  purchase  money,  which 
was  paid  directly  to  the  City  of  Yonkers,  Mrs.  Cochran  and  her 
son  have  given  to  this  Society  $17,214.75  for  the  renovation  of 
the  Manor  Hall  and  $865.04  for  the  publication  of  the  Manor 
Hall  book. 

In  addition  to  the  historical  and  architectural  interest  of  the 
building,  it  contains  a  collection  of  colonial  furniture  and  of  oil 
paintings  by  Benjamin  West,  Gilbert  Stuart,  Copley,  Peale  and 
other  distinguished  artists,  loaned  by  Mr.  Cochran.  The  paint- 
ings alone  are  valued  at  $100,000. 

Upon  the  noirthwestem  corner  of  the  surrounding  grounds  we 
have  erected  a  detached  building  of  brick  for  the  heating  appa- 
ratus, the  steam  from  which  is  conducted  to  the  Manor  Hall 
through  underground  pipes.  Both  buildings  are  lighted  by  elec- 
tricity and  every  reasonable  precaution  for  safety  against,  burglars 
and  fire  has  been  taken. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  Manor  Hall  stands  the  Soldiers'  Monu- 
ment. 

The  Committee  in  charge  of  the  Mano'r  Hall  consists  of  Judge 
Stephen  H.  Thayer,  Chairman,  Miss  Mary  Marshall  Butler,  Mr. 
Alexander  S.  Cochran,  Miss  Helen  R,  Croes,  Mr.  Hampton  D. 
Ewing,  Mrs.  Thoanas  Ewing,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Alexander  Henderson,  Mr. 
William  L.  Kingman,  Mrs.  Charles  P.  G.  Scott,  and  Dr.  I^Tathan 
A.  Warren  (ex-Mayor,)  all  of  Yonkers. 

Mai7itenance 

During  the  year  1914,  the  Society  has  maintained  the  property 
and  kept  it  open  for  public  use,  but  for  lack  of  fimds  has  been 
unable  to  make  necessary  improvements.    The  most  needed  re- 
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quireraent  of  the  Manor  Hall  is  suitable  furniture  for  the  as^ 
sembly  room  which  was  formerly  used  by  the  Common  Council 
for  its  meetings.  (See  plate  38.)  The  Manor  Hall  is  the  civic 
center  of  the  town,  and  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  local  histor- 
ical and  patriotic  societies,  and  the  lack  of  suitable  accomodations 
for  seating  in  the  assembly  room  is  as  inconvenient  as  it  is  anom- 
alous. When  the  City  Government  mo'ved  out,  it  took  with  it  all 
the  fumitui'e  in  the  building,  so  that  not  so  much  as  a  chair  was 
left  to  sit  upon.  We  have  renovated  and  restored  the  building 
at  private  expense,  and  it  seems  no  more  than  fair  that  the  State 
should  supply  the  furniture.  We  have  renewed  our  request  to 
the  present  Legislature  for  a  suitable  appropriation  for  this  pur- 
pose and  trust  that  it  will  be  granted. 

Gifts  to  the  Manor  Hall 

We  also  need  money  for  suitable  cases  for  relics,  some  of  which 
have  already  been  given  to  the  Manor  Hall  and  many  more  of 
which  would  be  forthcoming  if  we  had  adequate  receptacles. 

Mrs.  Edith  V.  Taylor  of  Yonkers  has  presented  to  us  some 
very  handsome  engravings  produced  by  the  Colonial  Society  of 
America,  contained  in  a  case  or  portfolio,  representing  the  Old 
Bridge  at  Concord,  Washington's  Headquarters  at  Valley  Forge, 
etc. 

j\Ir.  John  Avery  at  Yonkers  has  presented  a  copy  of  a  proclama- 
tion issued  by  Governor  John  Hancock  of  Massachusetts  appoint- 
ing April  11,  1793,  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer. 

Mr.  Avery  has  also  left  for  exhibition  at  the  Hall  a  very  hand- 
some gold  headed  cane,  which  was  presented  by  Governor  Han- 
cock to  an  ancestor  of  his. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  C.  A.  Hollenbeck  of  Albany  for  a  copy 
of  an  eight  page  printed  letter  addressed  to  William  Smith,  Fred- 
erick Philipse,  and  others  by  an  author  signing  himself  "  Gives," 
and  dated  "  State  of  JSTew  York,  10th  July,  1783."  It  was  issued 
a  little  more  than  four  months  before  the  evacuation  of  New  York 
City  by  the  British.  As  we  do  not  know  of  the  appearance  of 
this  document  in  any  book,  and  as  it  gives  an  interesting  illustra- 
tion of  the  bitter  feeling  toward  the  foiTner  proprietor  of  Philipse- 
burgh  ^ilanor,  we  reproduce  the  text  under  the  next  head. 
3. 
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Open  Letter  to  Frederick  Philipse  and  Others 

Following  is  the  text  of  the  letter  alluded  to  aho've : 

To  William  Smith,  Charles  Inglis,  Frederick  Philipse,  Isaac  Low, 
Hugh  and  Alexander  Wallace,  Theophlact  Bache,  James  Riv- 
ington,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

To  our  ineffable  astonishment,  we  are  told  that  several  of  you 
wish  and  mean  to  throw  yourselves  on  the  mercy  of  your  country ! 
Be  assured,  that  such  recreant  conduct,  can  be  equalled  by  nO'th- 
ing  but  your  former  insolence,  treachery  and  cruelty  —  It  has 
long  been  a  received  maxim,  that  tyrants  are  dastards  —  you  are, 
if  our  information  be  true,  living  monuments  of  the  truth  of  the 
assertion. 

It  is  possible  that  you,  Mr.  Smith,  who  have  treated  every 
effort  of  the  State  to  save  themselves  from  the  worst  of  despotisms, 
with  the  utmost  contempt  and  ridicule,  should  now  wish  to  become 
a  member  of  a  society  that  you  always  held  in  derision  —  a  society 
that  you  strained  every  nerve  to  crush  &  to  annihilate!  We 
cannot  take  a  serious  and  impartial  retrospect  of  your  conduct, 
from  the  era  of  the  Stamp-act,  without  suspecting  that  you  are 
encouraged  in  this  scheme  by  your  patrons  the  King  and  Ministry 
of  Great  Britain,  who  mean  to  use  their  whole  influence  against 
the  confederacy  of  the  States,  as  well  as  against  the  alliance  with 
France;  especially  when  we  reflect  on  the  high  esteem  you  have 
been  held  in  by  all  the  British  commanders,  and  the  particular 
attention  they  have  paid  you ;  they  reposing  a  trust  &  confidence 
in  your  abilities,  for  chicanery,  dissimulation,  intrigue,  hypocrysy 
and  loyalty ;  in  composing  of  lies,  fabricating  pardons,  and  manu- 
facturing memorials;  have  bribed  you  again  to  risk  your  life  in 
their  Service,  by  a  pretended  submission  and  reconciliation  to 
your  country ;  that  yO'U  may,  whenever  opportimity  offers,  deceive, 
betray  and  divide  —  It  is  the  policy  of  Britain,  to  retain  secret 
emissaries  at  every  court  in  Europe,  or  their  own  writers,  as  well 
as  others,  do  them  injustice. 

We  are  entirely  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  delusion  you  seem 
to  be  under.  Sir,  unless  it  be  the  effects  of  your  long  practised 
impositions  on  the  British,  that  have  taught  you  to  impose  on 
yourself  —  Surely  it  cannot  be  your  profession  as  a  la,vvyer  and 
civilian,  that  led  you  to  imagine  that  governments  founded  like 
these,  on  the  principles  of  equal  liberty,  could  not  be  established, 
there  being  neither  forms  nor  precedents  for  them,  that  has  in- 
duced you  vainly  to  believe  that  your  profound  knowledge  in 
g-ubernatorial  affairs,  would  atone  for  your  unparalleled  machina- 
tions and  treachery !  nor  can  it  be  supposed  that  the  declaration 


Twentieth  Annual  Eepokt  67 

made  to  the  Legislatiu-e  of  this  State,  should  have  slipped  so  re- 
tentive a  memory  of  your  being  an  enemy  to  the  Independence 
of  the  United  States,  and  affirming  that  they  never  would  be  able 
to  support  it.  Or  does  the  same  evil  genius  which  guided  you 
in  the  adoption  of  your  party,  still  direct  your  choice  ? 

If  you  mean  to  rely  on  your  numerous  and  wealthy  connexions 
in  the  countiy,  as  the  wall  of  your  preservation,  you  may  be  as- 
sured of  having  but  a  very  slender  support  —  the  event  of  the 
revolution  has  not  been  so  favourable  to  them  as  they  wished, 
or  as  they  might  have  made  it,  had  they  not,  at  least  some  of  them, 
been  actuated  partly  by  your  own  dastardly  principles;  that  is, 
a  love  of  riches  and  a  lust  of  power,  and  even  of  those  who  at 
first  joined  the  country,  several  have  proved  traitors,  and  others 
behaved  so  inconsistently  that  they  are  generally  held  in  con- 
tempt: And,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  the  political 
character  of  the  whole  has  rather  suffered  a  retrograde  improve- 
ment —  Their  quantum  of  wealth,  and  their  arrogance  of  disposi- 
tion, make -them  deservedly  the  objects  of  popular  jealo'usy;  the 
truth  of  which  is  evident,  from  the  late  elections  —  not  one  of 
them  fills  a  governmental  post,  where  the  choice  depends  on  the 
suft'rages  of  the  people  —  Should  you  place  your  safety  on  such 
a  paltry  foundation  as  the  influence  of  your  friends,  and  fonner 
reputation,  you  will  be  convinced,  when  too  late,  of  the  inability 
of  the  one,  and  insignificancy  of  the  other,  to  withstand  the  united 
force  of  a  justly  incensed  multitude  —  What  advice  have  you  not 
offered  to  the  court  of  Britain,  to  enable  her  to  subjugate  these 
States!  Should  it  have  escaped  your  memory  in  the  political 
scramble,  permit  us  to  relate  it :  It  was  to  cede  part,  or  all  of 
j^ova-Scotia,  with  the  liberty  of  fishing  on  the  Banks  of  ^vTew- 
foundland,  to  the  court  of  Versailles  for  12,000  troops,  who  were 
to  assist  in  reducing  the  Colonies  to  the  feet  of  the  Ministry  — 
which  is  perfectly  of  a  piece  with  you  infernal  plot  to  carry  fire 
&  sword  through  this  State,  had  the  British  got  possession  of 
West  Point,  &c.,  as  was  intended  by  you  and  your  infamous 
brothers  —  For  it  seems  that  you  were  so  elated  with  the  certainty 
of  success,  shortly  before  the  detection  of  your  villany,  that  you 
could  not  suppress  your  overflowings,  but  sent  word  to  your  friends 
in  the  Manor  to  take  care  how  they  conducted  themselves,  as  there 
would  certainly  be  a  great  alteration  in  public  affairs  m  a  little 
time  —  and,  if  the  report  of  the  day  may  be  credited,  you  went 
so  far  as  to  assert  that  devastation  would  shortly  be  sent  through 
the  State;  at  least,  this  is  what  your  friends  gave  out  as  coming 
from  you,  and  your  other  conduct  makes  it  more  than  probable. 
From  all  these  incontestable  facts,  the  good  people  of  this  Stat© 
view  you  with  indig-nation  - — you  have  deceived  them,  and  they 
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term  you  a  hypocrite  —  they  no  longer  consider  yon  as  that  good 
man  you  once  appeared  to  be  —  the  affectation  of  uniting  religion 
with  your  politicks,  they  justly  charge  as  an  insult  to  the  Deity, 
and  they  reason  very  properly  —  Can  the  man  who  has  deceived 
his  country;  can  he  who  relinquished  the  society  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  to  adhere  to  its  enemies ;  can  be  who  has  machin- 
ated the  most  bloody  designs  against  a  coimtry  that  gave  him 
birth,  can  such  a  man  be  said  to  be  the  imitator  of  the  divine 
Governor  of  the  Universe,  whose  actions  are  guided  by  unerring 
rectitude  and  justice?  The  picture  chills  them  with  horror,  and 
they  turn  from  it  with  disgust. 

And  you,  Mr.  Inglis;  be  pleased,  reverend  Sir,  to  permit  us 
to  approach  you  with  all  the  respect  due  to  the  sacredness  of  your 
character,  which  had  not  you  profaned  and  worn  into  vileness," 
would  indeed  have  been  truly  venerable  —  but  forgetting,  or 
rifling  thro'  bigotry  and  resentment,  the  divine  precepts  of  your 
mission.  You,  at  an  early  period  of  our  struggle,  took  a  very 
active  and  vindictive  p^art  against  your  country  — besides  the 
many  false  and  scurrilous  pieces  you  Avrote  and  published  in 
Rivington's  and  Gaine's  papers,  in  conjtuiction  with  your  brother 
apostates  Cooper  and  Vardil,  against  it,  you,  in  a  sermon  adapted 
to  the  bloody  designs  of  the  author,  expressly  and  explicitly  called 
on  the  British  grenadiers,  tO'  "  cut  the  Gordian  knot,"  or  in  other 
words,  the  throats,  of  all  who  were  opposed  to  the  high-church 
government  you  laboured  to  establish  —  It  is  also  no'  less  surpris- 
ing than  certain,  that  you  descended  from  the  dignity  of  your 
station,  and  inhumanly  insulted  the  misfortunes  of  individuals 
thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  by  the  fate  of  war,  and  con- 
fined in  loathsome  dungeons. —  Was  this  done  like  an  apostle  of 
the  "  Holy  Jesus?  "  Is  such  conduct  consonant  to  the  meek  doc- 
trines of  the  sacred  religion  you  profess?  What  greater  cruelty 
could  the  sanguinary  Bonner  have  exercised,  than  to  insult  the 
distressed  ?  And  can  you  now,  be  either  so  mean  or  stupid  as  to 
imagine  that  you  will  be  suffered  to  reside  in  a  country  whose 
blood  you  have  thus  treacherously  and  cruelly  contributed  to  spill 
in  such  wanton  Profusion  ?  Have  you  too,  the  arrogance  to  add 
insult  to  injury,  and  wish  to  seek  an  asylum  among  a  people  you 
so  lately  exerted  yourself  to  destroy  ?  If  you  have,  remember 
destruction  awaits  you.  —  nor  can  your  sacredotal  character  pro- 
tect you,  even  at  the  horns  of  the  altar,  from  the  just  resentment 
of  an  injured  and  insulted  people,  some  of  whom  tho'  Episco- 
palians, are  not  the  less  your  enemies;  nor  will  any  of  those  of 
your  function,  who  have  adopted  a  similar  conduct,  meet  with 
anv  more  favour. 
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It  is  imagined,  Mr.  Pliillipse,  that  the  5th  article  of  the  "  pro- 
visional treaty,"  has  given  you  hopes  of  Phillipsburgh,  and  of 
seeing  yourself  again  seated  in  all  your  aristocratick  pride  and 
insolence,  at  the  Yonkers. 

If  that  article  is  your  only  dependence,  we  advise  you  to  follow 
your  brother-in-law,  Col.  Robinson,  as  early  as  possible,  in  order 
to  put  in  for  another  Manor,  whilst  there  are  lands  to  be  had,  for 
applying  —  For  you  may  rest  assured,  that  the  worthy  inhabitants 
of  Phillipsburgh,  who  have  at  all  times  disputed  that  ground  inch 
by  inch,  with  the  enemy,  and  purchased  it  with  the  price  of  their 
best  blood,  will  never  become  your  vassals  again. —  They  will  not 
submit  to  become  Tenants  at  will,  to  you  or  your  son,  nor,  to  any 
other  enormous  landholder,  on  such  base  terms;  They  have  not, 
as  formerly,  been  contending  who  should  be  their  master,  a  Phil- 
lipse  or  a  Vanhorne,  a  Livingston  or  a  Delancy  —  ISTo,  they  have 
been  fighting  for  freedom,  and  will  enjoy  it.  We  therefore  ad- 
vise yoai  not  to  attempt  to  disturb  them,  lest  the  ghosts  of  some 
who  have  fallen,  follow  you  to  Congress,  and  there  demand  what 
you  will  not  be  very  fond  of  parting  with,  we  imagine. —  They 
cannot,  tho'  transferred  to  more  happy  regions,  have  forgotten 
your  old  Extortions  of  annually  raising  their  rents  —  Stripping 
the  Widow  and  Fatherless  of  a  third  of  their  property  —  De- 
manding and  receiving  a  third  of  all  improvements  sold,  with 
many  other  like  despotick  acts  of  injustice  —  nor  the  Part  you 
took  against  the  country,  in  the  first  stage  of  the  contest. 

We  can  scarcely  believe,  from  common  reports,  that  a  person 
of  your  high-flying  sentiments,  Mr.  Low,  and  who  always  exprest 
the  utmost  contempt  for  the  body  of  the  people,  but  more  espe- 
cially in  the  time  of  non-importation,  when  you  were  heard  to 
say  with  scom  "  That  you  would  have  no  agency  in  the  affair, 
if  the  People  were  to  be  consulted,  or  have  any  direction  of  suck 
public  concerns;  and  that  have  uniformly  since  treated  them  with 
the  same  indignity,  besides  betraying  their  essential  interests  when 
at  congress ;  and  finally  taking  an  active  part  against  them  —  we 
repeat  it  —  we  can  scarcely  believe  that  your  high-blown  crest 
is  so  fallen,  as  to  wish  to  become  a  member  of  a  republick,  insti- 
tuted solely  by  the  people,  whom  you  ever  despised  —  Besides  the 
confidence  placed  in  you  by  the  British,  must  forever  damn  your 
becoming  a  citizen  of  this  State  —  we  have  already  too  many 
such  meandering,  serpentine  geniuses  among  us,  we  could  spare 
his  British  Majesty  a  few  more  such  Januses  for  the  improve- 
ment of  his  new  settlements,  without  sustaining  any  injury  — 
Should  you  be  so  infatuated  as  to  attempt  to  remain  in  the  country, 
your  fate  is  determined. 
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It  is  said  that  you  Messrs  Hugh  and  Alexander  Wallace,  have 
offered  to  lend  the  United  States  a  considerable  sum,  in  order  to 
atone  for  what  yO'U  furnished  Sir  Harry  Clinton  with,  when  he 
was  going  to  reduce  l^orth  Carolina;  and  that  you  are  very  con- 
fident yon  shall  be  able  to  adjust  matters  to  your  satisfaction  — 
vain  hope !  —  If  the  publick  Financier  should  be  so  imprudent 
as  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  you,  which  we  much  do'ubt,  you 
may  rely  that  the  virtuous  Citizens,  when  collected,  and  who  have 
undergone  an  infinite  variety  of  hardships  for  nearly  eight  years, 
will  not  permit  you  nor  such  as  you,  to  insult  their  honest  patri- 
otic sufferings  by  a  parade  of  your  traitorous  gotten  wealth  — 
you  have  done  everything  yon  dared,  to  enslave  the  State  (for 
you  are  no  warriors)  and  you  have  disgraced  a  cO'Untry  that  did 
you  honour,  by  assisting  those  that  were  working  her  ruin  — ■ 
Do  you  imagine  that  we  have  forgotten  your  sending  to  General 
Gage  for  that  low  lived  bloody  minded  villain,  Cunningham,  whom 
you  sent  as  your  gladiator  to  interrupt  our  peaceable  associations 
in  the  commons,'^"'  and  who  afterwards  you  procured  to  be  a  provost 
for  the  purpose  of  murdering,  with  impunity,  such  of  your  Fellow- 
citizens  as  were  the  most  obnoxious  to  you  and  your  friends. 

Mr.  Bache,  perhaps  you  are  waiting  for  the  neat  proceeds  of 
the  salt  provisions  you  shipped  in  75,  contrary  to  the  sense  of 
yo'ur  Fellow-citizens,  for  the  use  of  the  British  troops  at  Boston, 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  subjugate  those  "  king-killing  repub- 
licans "  —  If  you  are,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  yon  will 
receive  them  with  compound  interest,  for  lying  out  of  your  due 
so  long. 

We  are  also  told  that  you,  Mr.  Rivington,  the  British  Gasco- 
nader,  feel  a  kind  of  nausea  at  the  thought  of  the  promised  land ! 
Who  could  have  thought  that  "  a  Briton  and  a  loyalist  too,  would 
have  stoop'd  to  the  abject  submission  of  begging  pardon  for  his 
attachment  to  his  lawful  sovereign  ?  "  We  wish  to  remind  you 
of  a  solemn  declaration  you  made  and  piublished,  that  you  would 
strictly  adhere  to  all  the  orders  and  regulations  of  Congress  as 
well  as  those  of  the  Convention  of  this  State'  —  If  insolence,  lying 
perjury,  &c.,  entitle  any  person  to  a  residence  in  this  State,  we 
think  your  demerits  equal  to  any  other's  in  that  way  —  your 
brother  Hugh  Gaine  having  the  pre-eminence,  in  printing  and 
publishing  counterfeit  money ;  which,  whenever  he  can  be  arrested 
by  the  hands  of  justice,  will  promote  his  exaltation. 

Permit  us  now  to  address  you  individually  and  collectively  — 
money  may  silence  a  judge,  or  it  may  put  an  attorney's  tongue 

*  The  commons  herein  referred  to  are  now  the  City  Hall  Park,  New  York 
City.  Cunningham  was  in  charge  of  the  jail  which  stood  east  of  the  City 
Hall  and  was  later  used  as  a  Hall  of  Records. 
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in  motion;  but  it  cannot  stifle  the  honest  resentment  of  virtuous 
Citizens,  whose  very  looks  will  pierce  your  dastardly  souls  with, 
convulsive  anguish. 

Were  riches  to  detennine  the  fate  of  their  possessors,  then  have 
you  made  the  most  prudent  choice,  in  adhering  to  the  enemies  of 
your  coimtry  —  but  we  wish  shortly,  to  see  the  day,  when,  should 
you  either  meanly,  arrogantly  or  insolently  attempt  to  remain  in 
the  State,  your  basely  gotten  gains  will  only  contribute  to  your 
condign  punishment. 

You  certainly  could  never  have  entertained  a  single  idea  of 
continuing  in  this  country,  without  supposing  administration  as 
base  and  corrupt  as  yourselves,  and  that  they  were  ready  to  per- 
jure themselves  whenever  opportunity  offered,  to  participants  of 
the  fruits  of  your  treachery  —  but  thanks  to  a  gracious  Provi- 
dence, it  is  not  a  British  administration,  you  have  to  settle  the 
affair  with,  or  there  would  be  little  doubt  of  your  success. 

If  yO'Ur.minds  were  the  thousandth  part  as  susceptible  of  truth 
as  falsehood  or  imposture,  very  little  argument  must  convince 
you,  or  any  others  in  your  situation,  that  the  united  force  of 
friends,  fonner  reputation  and  riches,  will  not  preserve  yO'U  from 
the  just  resentment  of  an  injured  multitude.  If  you  therefore 
are  prudent,  pass  from  this  land  of  Freedom,  to  that  country 
whose  politics  and  principles  you  have  adopted,  and  whose  ser- 
vants you  most  assuredly  are  —  If  you  are  proud,  do  not  meanly 
wait  for  the  insults  of  a  successful  people ;  we  do  not  harbor  even 
a  wish,  that  the  page  of  history  should  be  stained  with  a  recital 
of  your  extra-judicial  punishments;  and  that  tho'  you  died  justly, 
it  was  by  the  hands  of  your  Fellow-citizens,  who  sacrificed  you  to 
the  names  of  their  starved  and  murdered  friends  and  relations, 
whose  meager  corps,  after  lying  many  days  publicly  exposed  in 
piles,  (Funeral  piles!)  have  been  most  inhimianly  cast  into 
sloughs  or  hollows,  without  sufficient  earth  to  prevent  the  dogs 
from  mangling  of  them. 

If  you  are  not  "  reserved  for  the  day  of  destruction,"  follow 
those  who  have  set  you  a  manly  example  —  it  is  the  heighth  of 
folly  for  you  to  expect  a  recovery  of  your  forfeited  estates — • 
this  State  has  suffered  too  much  ever  to  restore  them  —  it  has 
been  the  seat  of  the  war,  &  you  have  been  some  of  the  principal 
encouragers  of  the  enemy,  to  persist  in  reducing  it  even  to  depop- 
ulation and  laying  it  waste  —  The  v^ar  was  begun  at  your  request, 
and  has  been  prolonged  by  your  advice:  It  is  therefore  but  com- 
mon justice,  that  your  estates  should  go  to  the  support  of  it. 

Finally,  it  is  said  that  you  have  all  combined,  in  conjunction 
with  the  foreign  Tories,  now  with  you,  to  keep  out  of  the  City 
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as  many  of  the  true  Whigs  as  possible;  by  which  means,  as  you 
have  murdered  many  others,  you  imagine,  that  you  vs^ill  be  able 
to  stem  the  torrent  of  public  resentment,  and  tum  the  course  of 
trade  wholly  to  the  British  channel.  There  you  are  out  again! 
For,  if  any  assistance  is  requisite,  thousands  in  the  Coimties,  and 
the  other  States,  stand  ready  to  give  it,  the  moment  it  is  wanted ; 
which  it  will  not  be,  should  the  whole  of  you  stay,  and  your  allies 
also.  Not  that  we  mean  to  reject  all  foreigners,  but  only  such 
as  came  over  at  a  certain  period,  and  seconded  the  views  of  the 
British  court  to  enslave  the  States  —  These  must  expect  to  make 
room  for  better  company,  if  it  even  be  their  very  countrymen, 
who  may  arrive  hereafter. 

Gives. 

State  of  IsTew  York,  10th  July,  1783. 

Additions  to  Cochran  Collections 

During  the  past  year,  Mr.  Alexander  Smith  Cochran  has  added 
eighteen  oil  paintings  to  his  already  notable  collection  in  the 
Manor  Hall,  namely,  Nos.  12,  14,  17,  25,  26,  29,  30,  31,  32,  33, 
34,  35,  37,  57,  59,  60,  61  and  62.  He  has  also  contributed  some 
beautiful  antique  American  furniture  made  about  the  year  1770, 
including  4  tables,  8  chairs,  3  settees,  1  stand,  1  mirror,  and  1 
desk.  He  has  also  generously  cushioned  the  17  window  seats  in 
the  Manor  Hall. 

The  accessions  to  the  collection  of  paintings  are  so'  notable  that 
we  reproduce  the  entire  list  of  subjects  herewith: 

1.  James  Madison  (1751-1836),  fourth  President  of  the  United 
States.    By  Henry  Inman  (1802-1840). 

2.  Horatio  Gates  (1728-1806),  Major  General  of  the  Conti^ 
nental  Army.    By  Eobert  Edge  Pine  (1730-1788). 

3.  Henry  Knox  (1750-1806),  Major  General  of  the  Conti- 
nental  Army,  Secretary  of  War.  By  Edward  Savage  (1761- 
1817). 

4.  Benjamin  Franklin  (1706-1790),  printer,  scientist,  states- 
man. "  The  Tuckerman  Portrait."  By  Benjamin  West  (1738- 
1820). 

5.  Henry  Lee  (1756-1816),  "  Light  Horse  Harry  Lee  "  of  the 
Continental  Army,  Governor  of  Virginia.  By  James  Herring 
(1796-1845). 
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6.  Henry  Laurens  (1724-1792),  first  President  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  By  John  Singleton  Copley  (1737- 
1815). 

7.  Eobert  Gilmor  (1774—1848),  a  noted  connoisseur  and  mer- 
chant of  Baltimore.    By  Gilbert  Stuart  (1755-1828). 

8.  Charles  Pinckney  (1758-1824),  Governor  of  South  Caro- 
lina, United  States  Senator,  Minister  to  Spain.  By  Gilbert  Stu- 
art (1755-1828). 

9.  Robert  Young  (1748-1814),  by  Gilbert  Stuart  (1755- 
1828). 

10.  George  Washington  (1732-1799),  first  President  of  the 
United  States.  "  The  Boy  General  at  40."  By  James  Peale 
(1749-1831). 

11.  James  Monroe  (1758-1831),  fifth  President  of  the  United 
States.    By  Charles  Willson  Peale  (1741-1827). 

12.  George  Trotter  (1779-1815),  Brigadier  General  at  the 
Battle  of  the  Thames  in  1813.  By  Matthew  Jouett  (1787- 
1827). 

13.  Thomas  Jefferson  (1743-1826),  third  President  of  the 
United  States.    By  Charles  Peale  Polk  (1767-1822). 

14.  George  Washington  (1732-1799).  The  right  side  of  his 
face  studied  by  the  artist  in  1795.  By  Rembrandt  Peale  (1778- 
1860). 

15.  George  Washington  (1732-1799).  By  Charles  Willson 
Peale  (1741-1827). 

16.  George  Washington  (1732-1799),  Inspired  by  Trumbull's- 
military  portrait.    By  Rembrandt  Peale  (1778-1860). 

17.  John  Adams  (1735-1826),  second  President  of  the  United 
States.    By  William  Winstanley  (no  date). 

18.  Martha  Washington  (1732-1802),  wife  of  the  first  Presi- 
dent.   By  Gilbert  Stuart  (1755-1828). 

19.  George  Washington  (1732-1799).  Painted  in  1796  for 
Mr.  Scott  of  Lancaster,  Pa.    By  Gilbert  Stuart  (1755-1828). 

20.  Alexander  Hamilton  (1757-1804),  soldier  and  statesman. 
A  pastel  from  life.    By  James  Sharpies  (1750-1811). 

21.  George  Washington  (1732-1799).  By  Asa  Warren,  a 
miniature  painter  and  friend  of  Gilbert  Stuart. 
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22.  John  Quincy  Adams  (1767-1848),  sixth  President  of  the 
IJnited  States.    By  Thomas  Sully  (1783-1872). 

23.  John  Marshall  (1755-1835),  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court.    By  William  B.  Chambers. 

24.  George  Washington  (1732-1799)).  A  pastel.  By  James 
Sharpies  (1750-1811). 

25.  Andrew  Johnson  (1808-1875),  seventeenth  President  of 
the  United  States.  From  a  daguerreotype.  By  Charles  X,  Plar- 
ris  (1856  ). 

26.  James  Buchanan  (1791-1868),  fifteenth  President  of  the 
United  States.  A  pastel.  By  William  E.  McMaster  (1819- 
1889). 

27.  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  (1757-1834),  Major  General  in  the 
Continental  Anny.    By  Charles  Bird  King  (1785-1862). 

28.  Gilbert  Stuart  (1755-1828),  artist.  By  his  daughter  Jane 
Stuart  (1810-1888). 

29.  William  H.  De  Lancy  (1797-1865),  Provost  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  Bishop  of  Western  JSTew  York.  By 
Jacob  Eichholtz  (1776-1842). 

30.  Tobias  Hasbrouck  (1773-1848),  a  citizen  of  Kingston, 
N.  Y.    By  John  Vanderlyn  (1775-1852). 

31.  George  III  (1738-1820),  King'  of  Great  Britain.  In- 
spired by  Sir  William  Beechy's  portrait.  By  John  Trumbull 
(1756-1843). 

32.  Eastman  Johnson  (1824-1906),  an  American  portrait 
painter.    By  himself. 

33.  Chester  Alan  Arthur  (1830-1886),  twenty-first  President 
of  the  United  States.    By  Eastman  Johnson  (1824-1906). 

34.  James  A.  Garfield  (1831-1881),  twentieth  President  of 
the  United  States.    By  David  B.  Bechtel  (1833-1908). 

35.  J.  V.  L.  Pruyn  (1811-1877),  Chancellor  of  the  University 
of  IS^ew  York.    By  Eastman  Johnson  (1824-1906). 

36.  Zachary  Taylor  (1784-1850),  twelfth  President  of  the 
United  States.    By  Charles  Loring  Elliott  (1812-1868). 

37.  Eutherford  B.  Hayes  (1822-1893),  nineteenth  President 
of  the  United  States.    By  Thomas  Eakins  (1844  ). 
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^  38.  George  AVashington  (1732-1799),  calling  upon  Col.  Ehalle, 
a  Hessian  officer  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Trenton,  Dec.  28,  1776. 
By  J.  Beaufain  Irving  (1825-1877). 

^  39.  Abraham  Lincoln  (1809-1865),  sixteenth  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  "  Smiling  Lincoln."  By  Alban  Jasper 
Ccnant  (1S21-1915*). 

-to.  William  McKinley  (1843-1901),  twenty-fifth  President  of 
the  Ignited  States.    By  William  Edgar  Marshall  (1837-1896). 

41.  Benjamin  Harrison  (1833-1901),  twenty-third  President 
of  the  United  States.    By  Eastman  Johnson  (1824-1906). 

42.  Abraham  Lincoln  (1809-1865),  sixteenth  President  of  the 
LTnited  States.  Painted  two  weeks  before  he  was  shot.  By  Mat- 
thew Wilson  (1814-1892). 

43.  Grover  Cleveland  (1837-1908),  twenty-second  and  twenty- 
fourth  President  of  the  United  States.  By  Eastman  Johnson 
(1824-1906). 

44.  Franklin  Pierce  (1804-1869),  fourteenth  President  of  the 
United  States.    By  G.  R.  Lambdin  (1807-1889). 

45.  Ulysses  S.  Grant  (1822-1885),  eighteenth  President  of  the 
United  States.    By  William  Edgar  Marshall  (1837-1896). 

46.  John  Tyler  (1790-1862),  tenth  President  of  the  United 
States.    By  Frank  B.  Carpenter  (1830-1900). 

47.  Millard  Fillmore  (1800-1874),  thirteenth  President  of  the 
United  States.    By  Frank  B.  Carpenter  (1830-1900). 

48.  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  (1774-1825),  Governor  of  l^ew  York, 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States.  By  John  W.  Jarvis  (1780- 
1839). 

49.  William  Wirt  (1772-1834),  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States.    By  Chester  Harding  (l792-i866). 

50.  Andrew  Jackson  (1767—1845),  seventh  President  of  the 
United  States.    By  Samuel  Waldo'  (1783-1861). 

51.  William  Henry  Harrison  (1773-1841),  ninth  President  of 
the  United  States.    By  Bass  Otis  (1784-1861). 

52.  Benjamin  Franklin  (1706-1790),  printer,  scientist,  states- 
man.   By  Matthew  Pratt  (1734-1805). 


*  Mr.  Conant  died  in  New  York  City,  February  3,  1915,  in  the  94th  year 
of  his  age. 
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53.  Benjamin  West  (1738-1820),  American  artist.  By  him- 
self. 

54.  John  Trumbull  (1756-1843),  American  historical  painter. 
By  himself. 

66.  Major  Hamilton  (  ),  Major  in  the  Continental 

Army.    By  James  Peale  (1749-1831). 

66.  Martin  Van  Buren  (1782-1862),  eighth  President  of  the 
United  States.    By  Henry  Inman  (1801-1846). 

57.  Henry  Clay  (1777-1852),  United  States  Senator.  By 
John  IsTeagle  (1796-1865). 

58.  James  K.  Polk  (1795-1849),  eleventh  President  of  the 
United  States.    By  Thomas  Sully  (1883-1872). 

59.  Thomas  F.  Bayard  (1828-1898),  United  States  Senator, 
Secretary  of  State.    By  George  B.  Butler  (1898-1907). 

60.  Zebulon  Montgomery  Pike  (1779-1813),  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, discoverer  of  Pike's  Peak.  By  Eembrandt  Peale  (1778- 
1860). 

61.  William  Howard  Taft  (1857 — — — ),  twenty-seventh  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  By  William  Sergeant  Kendall  (1869- 
 ). 

62.  John  Stark  (1728-1832),  General  in  the  Continental  Army. 
By  S.  F.  B.  Morse  (1791-1872). 

Yisito7'S 

During  the  year  1914  there  were  10,798  visitors  to  the  Manor 
Hall.  To  show  the  widespread  interest  in  this  well-known  Amer- 
ican antiquity,  we  may  mention  the  following: 

Lady  Priscilla  Prescott,  D.  D.  D.,  George  Bateman  and  H.  H. 
Harding  of  London,  Eng. ;  A.  P.  Whiteley  of  Bradford,  Eng. ; 
H.  R.  Hopes  of  Leeds,  Eng. ;  Alexander  Russell  and  John  W. 
Downie  of  Aberdeen,  Scotland ;  Donald  McGregor  of  Barrhead, 
Scotland ;  M.  S.  Evans  of  Belfast,  Ireland ;  Eugene  E.  Rovillain 
of  Paris,  France;  Albert  Agheon  and  another  gentlemen  of  Alex- 
andria, Egypt;,  H.  V.  VonJIolt  of  Honolulu,  Hawaii;  J.  Abdon 
Vivas  of  Caracas,  Venezuela ;  Cyril  Jones  of  Homg  Kong,  China ; 
Isaac  Taylor  Handland  of  Pekin,  China;  Howard  Dickinson 
Paget  of  Bermuda;  also  visitors  from  Alaska,  Washington  State, 
California,  Texas  and  nearer  points  in  the  United  States. 
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Colonial  Scenes  Re-enacted 

The  Philipse  family  which  foiTnerly  owned  the  Manor  Hall 
was  one  of  the  leading  families  of  the  old  Colony  of  ISTew  York 
and  maintained  the  social  traditions  of  its  station  in  the  life  of 
the  Manor  Hall.  The  spirit  of  those  days  was  vividly  recalled 
in  the  Manor  Hall  on  the  evening  of  April  14,  1914,  by  the  Co- 
lonial Ball  given  under  the  auspices  of  Keskeskick  Chapter  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Among  the  guests 
on  this  occasion  were  descendants  of  those  who  helped  to  make 
the  Manor  Hall  historic.  The  participants  were  dressed  in  cos- 
tumes of  the  Colonial  period  and  the  dress  and  ornaments  of 
many  included  heirlooms  handed  down  by  their  ancestors.  Mr. 
George  Arthur  Smith  impersonated  Col.  Frederick  Philipse,  last 
Lord  of  the  Manor,  and  greeted  the  guests  in  the  courtly  style 
of  an  old-time  host,  while  Mrs.  Charles  Duncan  Fraser  as  Mrs. 
Philipse  performed  the  corresponding  fimctions  of  the  hostess. 
The  part  of  Maa*y  Philipse,  the  daughter  of  Col.  Philipse  who 
was  admired  by  Washington,  was  taken  by  Mrs.  Hiram  Wilson 
Taylor  while  Mr.  Taylor  impersonated  Washington.  Mr.  J.  Fos- 
ter Jenkins  wore  the  identical  suit  which  President  John  Adams 
wore  when  he  was  Ambassador  to  the  Court  of  St.  James,  and 
Mrs.  Jenkins  wore  a  gown  that  belonged  to  President  Adams' 
daughter  Abigail.  Miss  Sarah  Williams  wore  her  great-grand- 
mother's gown  which  was  150  years  old,  and  Miss  Edgarda  Rob- 
inson a  gown  200  years  old.  These  are  just  a  few  instances  to 
illustrate  the  character  of  the  heirlooms  treasured  among  the  old 
American  families  represented  on  this  occasion. 

The  officers  of  the  chapter  who  constituted  the  Reception  Com- 
mittee were  Mrs.  Charles  Duncan  Fraser,  Regent;  Mrs.  William 
C.  Beer,  Vice  Regent ;  Mrs.  R.  Warren  West<iot,  Secretary ;  Mrs. 
Paul  E.  Du  Breuil,  Assistant  Secretary;  Mrs.  Francis  A.  Cran- 
dall,  Treasurer;  Mrs.  William  C.  Prime,  Historian;  and  Mrs. 
Hiram  Wilson  Taylor,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments. 

The  dancing  included  the  stately  minuet,  during  which  a  dram- 
atic incident  of  the  wedding  of  Mary  Philipse  and  Roger  Morris 
(see  plate  35)  was  re-enacted.    While  the  festivities  were  at  their 
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height,  Mr.  Edward  Zimmele,  dressed  as  an  Indian,  appeared  at 
the  door,  and  striding  through  the  dancers  to  "  Col.  Philipse," 
declared  to  him :  "  Thy  possessions  shall  pass  from  thee  when  the 
eagle  shall  despoil  the  lion  of  his  prey,"  and  then  vanished  as  he 
came. 

The  furniture  of  the  refreshment  table  included  pewter  plate 
200  years  old.  Colonial  candelabra,  and  other  antique  pieces.  In 
the  supper  room  were  many  Revolutionary  relics  loaned  for  the 
occasion. 

The  affair  was  a  distinguished  success. 


On  page  64  pi*eceding  we  have  mentioned  the  generosity  of 
Mrs.  William  F.  Cochran  and  her  son,  Mr.  Alexander  Smith  Coch- 
ran, in  giving  an  aggregate  of  $68,079.79  for  the  purchase  and 
restoration  of  the  Manor  Hall  and  the  publication  of  the  Manor 
Hall  book.  The  funds  given  to  the  Society  for  Manor  Hall 
purposes  are  carried  under  the  title  of  the  Manor  Hall  Fund 
Cochran  Grift.  These  moneys  have  been  disbursed  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  given  and  have  been  mainly  accounted 
for  in  preceding  reports.  The  balance  now  on  hand  consists  prin- 
cipally of  proceeds  from  sales  of  Manor  Hall  books.  These  pro^ 
ceeds  will  be  allowed  to  accumulate  for  the  printing  of  another 
edition  when  the  present  edition  is  exhausted.  Following  is  a 
statement  of  the  fund  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1914: 


Financial  Statement  of  Cochran  Gift 


Debit 


Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1914  

Received  from  A.  S.  Cochran  

Reimbursement  by  State  of  New  York 
Sale  of  Manor  Hall  books  


$159  21 
426  00 
566  00 
34  61 


$1,185  82 


Credit 


John  Maloney,  watchman   

Yonkers  Electric  Light  &  Power  Co  

New  York  Telephone  Co  

City  of  Yonkers,  water  bureau  

Walter  Currie,  screen  doors  and  windows 

The  Argus  Co.,  printing  

Hays  &  Randolph,  fuel  


$254  42 


19  64 
15  90 
7  16 
17  00 
17  82 
71  00 
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W.  Palir.er  East  Co.,  stationery   $4  55 

S.  H.  Thayer,  disbursements   8  85 

F.  B.  Mee,  repairing  windows   51  45 

W.  A.  Macdonald,  plants  and  planting   239  40 

S.  H.  Thayer,  advance  for  working  fund   250  00 

  $957  19 


Balance  on  hand  Dec.  31,  1914   $228  63 


Financial  Statement  of  State  Funds 

Following  is  a  statement  of  State  funds  received  and  disbursed 
on  account  of  Philipse  Manor  Hall  during  the  year  ended  De- 
cember 31,  1914: 

Chapter  546,  Laws  of  1912 
(Appropriation  $2,700) 


Debit 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  before  reported   $2,313  36 

Jan.  28,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer     85  00 

Feb.  21,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   23  84 

Mar.  25,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   85  57 

Apr.  18,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   70  00 

Lapsed   122  23 


$2,700  00 

Ceedit 

Disbursements  before  reported   $2,313  36 

January  14,  1914 

40.  Hays  &  Randolph  Co.,  fuel   85  00 

February  10,  1914 

41.  Yonkers  Electric  Light  &  Power  Co.,  service   13  33 

42.  Williams  &  Cullinan,  repairing  steam  pipes   10  51 

March  10,  1914 

43.  Yonkers  Electric  Light  &  Power  Co.,  service   5  07 

44.  Hays  &  Randolph  Co.,  fuel   80  50 

April  10,  1914 

45.  Hays  &  Randolph  Co.,  fuel   70  00 

Lapsed   122  23 


$2,700  00 
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Chapter  5^1 ,  Laws  of  1912 
(Appropriation  $1,050) 


Debit 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  before  reported   $1,048  38 

Lapsed   1  62 


$1,050  00 

Credit 

Disbursements  before  reported    $1,048  38 

Lapsed   1  62 

  $1,050  00 


Chapter  791,  Laws  of  1913 
(Appropriation  $800) 


Debit 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  before  reported   $573  07 

■Jan.  28,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   3  00 

Feb.  21,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   3  00 

Mar.  24,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   19  25 

Apr.  18,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   7  37 

May  28,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   106  00 

July    6,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   3  85 

July  31,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   60  06 


$775  60 

Credit 

Disbursements  before  reported   $573  07 

January  14,  1914 

14.  New  York  Telephone  Co   3  00 

February  10,  1914 

15.  New  York  Telephone  Co   3  00 

March  10,  1914 

16.  Cr.  W.  Chamberlain,  paid  for  labor   6  25 

17.  Gr.  W.  Chamberlain,  paid  for  labor   5  00 

18.  A.  B.  Barr  &  Co.,  blowing  off  boiler   5  00 

19.  New  York  Telephone  Co.,  March   3  00 

April  10,  1914 

20.  S.  H.  Thayer,  sundry  disbursements   4  32 

21.  S.  H.  Thayer,  paid  April  telephone   3  05 
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May  20,  1914 

22.  P.  MacDonald,  planting    $86  46 

23.  H.  L.  Twine,  oil,  broom,  etc   3  70 

24.  New  York  Telephone  C,  April-May   6  15 

25.  City  of  Yonkers,  water  supply   9  69 

June  15,  1914 

26.  New  York  Telephone  Co.,  June   3  85 

July  15,  1914 

27.  F.  B.  Mee,  labor   51  45 

28.  New  York  Telephone  Co.,  July   6  55 

29.  S.  H.  Thayer,  disbursements   2  06 


$775  60 


Chapter  792,  Laws  of  1913 

(Appropriation  $1,800) 
Debit 

Received  from  State  Treasurer,  before  reported   $300  00 

Jan.  28,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   150  00 

Feb.  21,  1914.    Received  from  State   Treasurer   150  OO 

Mar.  25,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer    150  00 

Apr.  18,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   150  00 

May  28,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   150  00 

July    6,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   150  00 

July  31,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   150  00 

Aug.  27,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   150  00 

Sept.  30,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   150  00 

Nov.    2,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   150  00 


$1,800  00 


Credit 

Disbursements  before  reported   $300  00 

January  14,'  1914 

5.  G.  W.  Chamberlain,  superintendent,  December   100  00 

6.  Ernest  Schadtle,  janitor,  December   50  00 

February  10,  1914 

7.  G.  W.  Chamberlain,  superintendent,  January   100  00 

8.  Ernest  Schadtle,  janitor,  January   50  00 

March  10,  1914 

9.  Ernest  Schadtle,  janitor,  February   50  00 

10.  G.  W.  Chamberlain,  superintendent,  February   100  00 

April  10,  1914 

11.  Ernest  Schadtle,  janitor,  March   50  00 

12.  G.  W.  Chamberlain,  superintendent,  March   100  00 
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May  14,  1914  ij 

13.  G.  W.  Chamberlain,  superintendent,  April   $100  GO 

14.  Ernest  Sehadtle,  janitor,  April   50  00  j 

June  15,  1914  j 

15.  G.  W.  Chamberlain,  superintendent,  May   100  00 

16.  Ernest  Sehadtle,  janitor,  May   50  00 

July  15,  1914 

17.  G.  VV.  Chamberlain,  superintendent,  June   100  00 

18.  Ernest  Sehadtle,  janitor,  June   50  00 

August  15,  1914 

19.  G.  W.  Chamberlain,  superintendent,  July   100  00 

20.  Ernest  Sehadtle,  janitor,  July   50  00 

September  15,  1914 

21.  G.  W.  Chamberlain,  superintendent,  August   100  00 

22.  Ernest  Sehadtle,  janitor,  August   50  00 

October  12,  1914 

23.  G.  W.  Chamberlain,  superintendent,  September   100  00 

24.  Ernest  Sehadtle,  janitor,  September   50  00 


$1,800  00 

Chapter  521,  Laivs  of  lOlJf. 

(Appropriation  $134.70) 
Debit 

Nov.    2,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   $25  42 


Credit 
October  12,  1914 

1.  Yonkers  Electric  Light  &  Power  Co   $7  67 

2.  Yonkers  Electric  Light  &  Power  Co   5  33 

3.  City  of  Yonkers,  water  rent   6  42 

4.  Hays  &  Randolph  Co.,  fuel   .6  00 


$25  42 


Chapter  529,  Laws  of  19 IJ,. 

(Appropriatio'ii  $2,550) 
Debit 

Nov.  25,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   $212  50 

Dec.  31,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   212  50 


$425  00 
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Credit 
November  10,  1914 

1.  G  W.  Chamberlain,  superintendent,  October   $100  00 

2.  Ernest  Scliadtle,  janitor,  October   50  00 

3.  John  Maioney,  watchman,  October   62  50 

December  12,  1914 

4.  Ernest  Schadtle,  janitor,  November   50  00 

5.  G.  W.  Chamberlain,  superintendent,  November   100  00 

C.    John  Maioney,  watchman,  November   62  50 


$425  00 


Chapter  530,  Laws  of  191J/. 
(Appropriation  $750) 


Debit 

July  31,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   $56  00 

Aug.  27,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   72  00 

Sept.  30,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   56  00 

Nov.    4,  1914.    Received  from  State  Treasurer   566  00 


$750  00 

Credit 
July  15,  1914 

1-4.     John  Maioney,  watchman,  July  3-31   $56  00 

August  15,  1914 

5.         C.  J.  Maioney,  watchman,  8  days   16  00 

6-9.     John  Maioney,  watchman,  Aug.  l-28i   56  00 

September  15,  1914 

10-12.    John  Maioney,  watchman,  Aug.  29^Sept.25   56  00' 

October  12,  1914 

14.        John  Maioney,  watchman,  Sept.  24,  1913,  to  Mar.  3,  1914.  32^2  00 

15-31.  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society, 
Cochran  Gift,  reimbursement  for  payment  of  John 
Maioney,  watchman,  Mar.  1  to  July  3,  1914   244  00 


$750  00 
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JOHN  BOYD  THACHER  PARK 

Description,  Maintenance  and  Needs 

John  Boyd  Tliaeher  Park  is  an  area  of  about  350  acres,  sit- 
uated on  the  crest  of  the  Helderberg  escarpment  about  twenty 
miles  due  west  from  Albany  in  the  towns  of  J^ew  Scotland  and 
Guilderland,  Albany  County.  It  was  given  to  the  State  of  'New 
York  by  Mrs.  John  Boyd  Thacher  in  memory  of  ber  late  bus- 
baud,  and  was  accepted  and  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  American 
Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society  by  chapter  117  of  the 
Laws  of  1914  which  became  a  law  April  4,  1914.  (See  plates 
47-53.) 

A  very  full  description  of  the  scenic,  historic  and  scientific 
interest  of  this  park  and  the  circumstances  of  the  gift  is  given  in 
our  last  Annual  Report  at  pages  41-42  and  341-377.  Not  only 
are  the  cliffs,  which  are  higher  than  the  Palisades  of  the  Hudson 
River,  very  picturesque  in  themselves,  but  they  command  a  superb 
prospect  to  the  north  and  east,  looking  over  the  plateau  800  feet 
below  to  Mount  McGregor,  Prospect  Mountain  and  French  Moun- 
tain to  the  northward,  and  to  Equinox  Mountain  near  Manchester, 
Vt.,  and  the  saddle  of  Grey  lock  to  the  eastward.  The  park  itself 
abounds  in  interest.  It  is  a  paradise  for  geologists,  who  can  find 
in  the  cliffs,  roads,  plowed  fields,  and  stone  fences,  abundant 
fossils  of  the  Upper  Silurian  and  Devonian  periods.  The  park 
is  fairly  well  wooded.  The  prevailing  trees  are  Maple  (Red, 
Sugar,  Striped  and  Mountain,)  Birch  (Lutea,  Nigra  and  Lenta,) 
Oak,  White  Ash,  Hickory,  Butternut,  Basswood,  Poplar,  Iron- 
wood,  Hemlock  and  White  Pine. 

The  law  accepting  the  gift  made  no  appropriation  for  the  care 
and  maintenance  of  the  park,  and  the  salary  of  the  superintendent 
and  certain  incidental  expenses  have  been  paid  temporarily  by 
the  Society.  We  have  made  application  to  the  present  Legisla- 
ture for  funds  necessary  for  proper  maintenance  and  oversight 
in  order  that  the  public  property  may  be  protected  and  the  largest 
measure  of  safe  use  accorded  to  visitors. 

The  house  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  which  runs  from  the 
top  of  the  Indian  Ladder  Road  westward  to  Thompson's  Lake  is 
greatly  in  need  of  repairs.    It  is  a  wooden  house,  measuring  about 
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36  feet  front  and  24  feet  deep  with  an  addition,  and  was  built 
by  John  McWilliams  about  84  years  ago.  The  sill  timbers  have 
decayed  and  need  replacing;  the  main  part  should  have  a  new 
roof;  the  blinds  require  rehanging,  and  the  whole  needs  repaint- 
ing. The  interior  woodwork  is  in  fairly  good  condition  but  the 
walls  need  repapering. 

The  large  bam,  built  about  56  years  ago,  has  -a  good  roof  of 
cedar  shingles  about  8  years  old,  but  it  needs  new  sills  and  siding. 

The  wagon  house  needs  the  same  and  a  concrete  floor;  but  the 
timbers  are  in  good  condition. 

There  are  other  structures  in  the  park  which  also  require  re- 
pairs ;  and  there  is  need  of  attention  to  the  roads,  paths  and  look- 
out places.  Certain  of  the  trails  along  the  cliifs  should  be  made 
safer,  and  safety  railings,  such  as  those  which  are  used  at  jSTiagara 
Talis  and  which  this  Society  introduced  at  Watkins  Glen,  should 
be  erected  at  certain  places  along  the  rim  of  the  cliffs.  The 
means  of  access  to  the  cave  in  the  face  of  the  cliffs  at  the  northern 
end  of  the  park  and  to  the  Bear  trail  along  the  face  of  the  cliff 
south  of  the  Indian  Ladder  Road  should  also  be  made  safer  and 
more  convenient.     (See  plates  50-53.) 

We  trust  the  Legislature  will  make  suitable  provision  for  these 
improvements. 

The  park  is  reached  by  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Railroad  from 
Albany  to  either  Meadowdale  station  or  Altamont  station,  and  a 
drive  of  about  21/)  or  three  miles  from  the  former  and  a  somewhat 
longer  drive  from  the  latter  to  the  park. 

Our  Thacher  Park  Committee  consists  of  Mr.  Francis  W.  Hal- 
sey.  Chairman,  of  ]^ew  York,  Hon.  Benjamin  Walworth  Arnold, 
Mrs.  John  Boyd  Thacher,  Hon.  James  F.  Tracey,  and  Mrs.  Daniel 
Manning  of  Albany,  and  Prof.  John  C.  Smock  of  Trenton,  N.  J. 
The  Superintendent  is  Prof.  John  H.  Cook,  whose  post-office 
address  is  East  Beme,  Albany  County,  iST.  Y. 

Dedication  of  the  Park 

John  Boyd  Thacher  Park  was  formally  dedicated  on  Monday, 
September  14,  1914,  with  impressive  ceremonies,  which  were  held 
near  the  entrance  of  the  Indian  Ladder  Road  into  the  park.  From 
■one  to  two  thousand  persons,  including  representatives  of  neigh- 
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boring  historical  societies  and  many  prominent  scientists,  edu- 
cators and  leading  citizens,  were  present.  Among  the  societies 
represented  in  addition  to  the  custodian  society  were  the  Albany 
Institute  and  Historical  and  Art  Society,  the  Dana  J^atural  His- 
tory Society,  and  various  chapters  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution. 

The  Hon.  Martin  H.  Glynn,  Governor  of  the  Sta:te,  and  Mrs. 
GljTon ;  Col.  George  Curtis  Treadwell ;  Dr.  John  H.  Finley,  State 
Commissioner  of  Education  and  President  of  the  University  of 
the  State  of  New  York ;  Dr.  J ohn  M.  Clarke,  State  Geologist  and 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Science  of  the  State  University; 
Mr.  Verplanck  Colvin,  the  geologist,  explorer  and  topogTapher; 
Mrs.  Daniel  Manning,  ex-President-General  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution ;  Hon.  James  F.  Tracey,  ex-Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  Philippine  Islands;  Dr.  George  F.  Kunz, 
President  of  the  custodian-  society,  and  others  were  the  guests  of 
Mrs.  John  Boyd  Thacher  at  her  Altamont  home  prior  to  the 
exercises  in  the  park. 

The  ceremonies  began  about  3  p.  m.  and  included  reproduc- 
tions of  actual  scenes  in  primitive  times  when  the  Helderbergs 
were  inhabited  by  the  Indians.  ISTear  the  site  of  the  original 
Indian  Ladder,  a  ladder  like  the  original  by  which  the  Indians 
completed  their  ascent  of  the  escarpment  was  made  by  means  of 
a  huge  oak  tree,  with  lopped  branches,  placed  against  the  face  of 
the  cliff.  Souvenirs  in  the  form  of  fossils  millions  of  years  old 
dug  up  on  the  premises  were  presented  the  official  guests.  The 
speakers'  stand  was  built  of  unhewn  logs,  its  corner-posts  being 
four  living  trees  transplanted  for  the  purpose.  The  arrival  of 
the  official  party  was  greeted  with  cheers  from  the  Boy  Scouts 
and  other  spectators. 

Address  by  George  Frederick  Kunz,  Ph.  D.,  Sc.  D. 

Dr.  Kunz  presided  and  opened  the  exercises  with  the  following 
address : 

"  We  are  assembled  here  today  because  sixty-seven  years  ago, 
on  the  11th  of  September,  there  was  born  at  Ballston,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  a  boy  whose  entire  life  carried  out  the  high- 
est ideas  of  American  citizenship,  both  in  thought  and  action. 
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The  typical,  successful  American  almost  invariably  gives  evi- 
dence in  his  career  of  the  many-sidedness  resulting  from  the 
combination  of  indomitable  energy  with  wide  opportunities  for 
its  development.  The  life  of  John  Boyd  Thacher,  who  made  his 
mark  as  manufacturer,  politician  and  author,  offers  an  excellent 
example  of  this.  He  graduated  from  Williams  College  in  1869, 
with  the  degree  of  A.  but,  at  the  completion  of  his  college 
course,  instead  of  studying  for  any  of  the  professions,  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  car-wheels  in  Albany,  New  York,  and  took 
up  his  residence  in  that  City.  Here  his  abilities  soon  received 
recogTiition  at  the  hands  of  his  fellow-citizens  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  he  was  elected  State  Senator  in  1884  and  1885.  After 
this  term  of  service  in  the  Legislature,  he  was  twice  chosen  Mayor 
of  Albany,  in  1886  and  1896. 

During  his  tenn  as  Senator,  with  that  courage  of  his  convic- 
tions for  which  he  was  famous,  he  demanded  the  passage  of  tene- 
ment-house_  laws  that  would  help'  to  bring  a  little  comfort  and 
decency  into  the  poorest  quarters  of  ISTew  York  City,  and  would 
better  the  conditions  of  all  tenement  property.  It  is  difficult  for 
those  who  are  not  familiar  with  both  past  and  present  conditions 
in  this  respect,  to  realize  the  advance  that  has  been  made,  although 
of  course  much  still  remains  to  be  done,  and  a  radical  change  is 
almost  an  impossibility  because  of  economic  considerations. 
While  the  over-crowding  of  certain  parts  of  Manhattan  Island 
might  appear  avoidable  in  view  of  the  large  extent  of  territory 
included  within  the  boundaries  of  that  great  City,  it  unfortunately 
happens  that  in  many  cases,  to  save  time  and  carfare,  the  poorest 
workers  are  forced  to  live  within  walking  distance  of  the  places 
where  they  are  employed  or  to  and  from  which  they  must  carry 
their  work.  Still,  as  we  have  said,  much  has  already  been  ac- 
complished and  for  this  improved  state  of  things  we  have  to  thank 
the  initiative  of  Senator  Thacher  and  of  those  associated  with  him 
in  this  good  work,  which  has  resulted  in  making  the  downtown 
tenements  notably  better  than  they  were  twenty-five  or  thirty 
years  ago,  while  those  more  recently  erected  imder  the  new  laws 
in  other  parts  of  the  City  are  in  marked  contrast  with  the  old,  and 
happily  obsolete  type. 

"  Senator  Thacher  was  also  instrumental  in  the  introduction  of 
bills  embodying  provisions  against  the  over-crowding  of  street  cars, 
ordinances  looked  upon  as  almost  revolutionary  at  the  time;  in- 
deed his  objections  to  allowing  the  people  to  be  packed  together 
like  sardines  without  the  oil,  and  compelled  to  breathe  the  same 
air  over  and  over  again,  were  considered  to  be  extremely  radical. 

"  It  need  not  surprise  us  that  a  man  of  such  wide  sympathies 
should  have  been  foremost  in  advocating  a  recognition  of  the 
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Nation's  obligations  to  Gen.  Grant,  at  the  time  of  the  unfortunate 
financial  complications  in  which  the  latter  became  involved  tovpard 
the  sad  close  of  his  life.  This  advocacy  was  the  more  noteworthy 
in  that  the  proposition  to  place  Gen.  Grant's  name  on  the  retired 
list  of  the  army,  thus  insuring  him  a  liberal  pension,  had  as- 
sumed somewhat  the  character  of  a  party  question;  and  the  fact 
that  a  resolution  favoring  the  enactment  of  the  measure  by  Con- 
gress was  introduced  and  passed  in  the  New  York  Legislature  by 
a  leading  Democrat  had  great  influence  in  securing  favorable 
action.  This  ability  to  rise  superior  to  the  dictates  of  a  narrow 
partisanship,  while  at  the  same  time  preserving  his  party  loyalty 
in  the  best  sense  of  the  term,  was  always  characteristic  of  the 
political  career  of  John  Boyd  Thacher. 

"As  Chief  Executive  of  the  City  of  Albany,  he  gave  sterling 
proofs  of  his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  fellow-citizens  and 
advanced  the  City  in  many  ways, —  for  example,  in  turning  State 
Street  into  the  dignified  approach  to  the  State  Capitol  which  it 
now  is.  One  of  the  principal  improvements  here  was  the  definite 
abrogation  of  the  use  of  that  street  as  a  market,  a  most  undesirable 
custom  that  had  endured  for  two  centuries.  A  well-deserved  rec- 
ognition of  his  great  executive  capacity  and  of  his  disinterested- 
ness was  his  selection  as  New  York  Commissioner  to  the  World's 
Fair  in  Chicago  in  1893.  There  he  became  Chairman  of  the 
Bureau  of  Awards. 

"  The  cares  and  responsibilities  of  political  life  are  often  so 
absorbing  that  neither  time  nor  leisure  exists  for  literary  work 
of  a  high  order.  In  this  respect,  as  in'many  others,  Mr.  Thacher 
was  an  exception.  His  contributions  to  the  history  of  America 
justly  rank  among  the  works  which  mu.st  be  consulted  by  all 
students  of  this  subject,  notably  his  book  entitled  '  Christopher 
Columbus,  His  Life,  His  Work,  His  Remains,  with  an  Essay  on 
Peter  Martyr  of  Anghera  and  Bartolome  de  las  Casas.'  This 
was  issued  in  three  quarto  volumes  by  the  publishing  house  of 
G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons  in  New  York,  the  last  volume  appearing 
in  1904.  It  contains  reprints  of  a  number  of  early  authorities  on 
the  life  and  voyages  of  Columbus,  and  as  the  originals  were  in 
many  cases  not  easily  accessible,  these  reprints  are  a  great  aid  to 
those  engaged  in  studying  the  history  of  America's  discovery. 

"  The  varied  literary  taste  of  John  Boyd  Thacher  found  expres- 
sion in  his  valuable  collection  of  early  printed  books,  and  in  his 
wonderful  collection  of  autographs,  considered  to  have  been  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  country.  A  special  exhibition  of  the  auto- 
graphs from  this  collection  representing  the  history  of  the  French 
Revolution  was  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Albany  Historical  Society 
in  1904,  and  the  same  exhibits  were  shown  at  the  Lenox  Branch 
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of  the  JSTew  York  Public  Library  iu  the  following  year,  the  sig- 
nificance of  each  of  these  exhibitions  being  ehicidated  by  a  special 
publication,  namely:  'A  Short  History  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, Told  in  Autographs,'  Albany,  1904:,  (24  pp.)  ;  and  '  Out- 
lines of  the  French  Revolution,  Told  in  AutogTaphs,'  Albany, 
1906,  (101  pp.)-  Taken  all  in  all,  his  library  was  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  of  its  kind  that  was  ever  sold  in  the  City  of 
New  York. 

"  The  following  are  his  principal  writings  in  addition  to  this 
large  work  on  Columbus : 

"  '  The  Continent  of  America;  Its  Discovery  and  its  Baptism. 
An  Essay  on  the  ISTomenclature  of  the  Old  Continent,'  etc.  New 
York,  1896,  xvii,  270  pp.,  folio;  19  maps,  5  plates. 

"A  drama  entitled  '  Charlecote :  or  the  Trial  of  William  Shakes- 
peare,' 1896. 

"  First  Annual  Message  of  John  Boyd  Thacher,  MayO'r  of  Al- 
bany, to  the  Common  Council,  January  7,  1896,  Albany,  1896, 
26  pp.,  poi^traits. 

'•'The  Cabotian  Discovery,'  Ottawa,  1897;  reprint  from  the 
Eo_yal  Society  of  Canada,  Transactions,  1897-98,  2d  Ser.,  Vol. 
Ill,  pp.  279-307. 

"  '  Little  Speeches,'  being  a  selection  of  a  dozen  short  addresses 
on  various  themes,  Albany,  1896,  83  pp.  12°. 

"  Mr.  Thacher  was  a  ready  and  versatile  speaker,  whose  well- 
chosen  words  and  clear  and  convincing  presentation  of  his  theme 
always  made  a  strong  and  lasting  impression  upon  his  hearers; 
and  his  death  in  Albany  February  25,  1909,  removed  from  our 
midst  one  of  the  most  notable  and  able  members  of  our  common- 
v/eal+h. 

"  We  are  assembled  for  the  opening  of  this  new  and  picturesque 
park  on  the  14th  of  September  instead  of  on  the  11th  of  the 
month,  because  our  Chief  Executive,  the  Governor,  can  only  be 
in  one  place  at  a  time,  aud  as  official  engagements  required  his 
presence  elsewhere  on  the  11th,  we  have  made  the  14th  the  cele- 
bration of  this  occasion.  Hereafter,  however,  September  11th 
will  be  set  aside  for  the  annual  celebration  of  the  opening  of  this 
park  and  of  Mr.  Thacher's  birthday,  and  it  will  be  known  as 
'  John  Boyd  Thacher  Day.' 

"  Keats'  memorable  line:  'A  thing  of  beauty  is  a  joy  forever ' 
was  never  more  clearly  and  beautifully  typified  than  in  this  won- 
derful mountain  escarpment.  It  has  always  been  a  thing  of 
beauty ;  time  will  only  improve  but  not  detract  from  it.  We 
may  well  say  that  the  time  has  come  and  time  has  gone,  but  this 
park  will  stay  here  forever. 
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Too  much  appreciation  cannot  be  shown  for  what  is  known 
as  nature  study,  but  all  good  things  are  sometimes  overdone. 
IN'ature  study,  when  it  means  a  study  of  nature  itself,  cannot  be 
too  highly  conamended,  but  nature  study  is  too  frequently  a  cause 
of  nature  destruction.  I  mention  this  because  when  fifty  thou- 
sand or  one  hundred  thousand  children  of  New  York  sally  forth 
to  study  birds,  insects  or  other  living  forms,  each  of  them  expects 
to  be  able  to  secure  a  specimen.  The  number  of  specimens,  how- 
ever, would  unfortunately  be  so  great  as  to  bring  about  the  ex- 
termination of  the  type,  and  this,  of  course,  must  be  carefully 
guarded  against. 

"A  great  war  is  raging  abroad.  One  highly  civilized  nation  is 
charged  by  the  other  with  destroying  some  of  the  finest  monu- 
mental architecture  in  the  world,  some  of  it  dating  from  the 
thirteenth  to  the  eighteenth  century.  Yet  the  nation  that  does 
this  admits  having  destroyed  some  of  the  finest  residence,  building 
and  forest  land  in  their  territory  —  forests  that  had  taken  cen- 
turies to  grow  —  for  the  purpose  of  cannonading  the  enemy  hid- 
den behind  the  trees.  Within  a  few  years  the  powerful  ally  of 
this  same  nation  covered  the  wonderful  Temple  at  Philae  in  the 
building  of  the  Assouan  Dam.  (See  plate  77  of  onr  Annual 
Eeport  for  1913.) 

"  John  Boyd  Thacher  was  born  with  a  heritage  common  to  us 
all.  He  was  bom  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  metrop- 
olis of  which  is  the  gate-way  of  the  Nation.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
fertile,  healthful  States  in  the  Union.  Its  water  is  of  the  p'urest, 
and  it  possesses  more  natural  beauties  than  any  three  States  in 
the  United  States.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  mighty 
St.  Lawrence  and  the  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario;  on  the  east  by 
Lake  Champlain  and  Lake  George.  In  the  north  are  the  great 
North  Woods  or  Adirondack  Mountains.  Further  to  the  south 
we  have  the  Catskill  Mountains  and  the  wonderful  valleys  of  the 
Mohawk  and  the  Hudson,  the  Palisades  and  Harriman  Park,  one 
of  the  greatest  near  any  large  metropolis.  On  the  south  the  Em- 
pire State  is  bounded  in  part  by  the  wonderful  Atlantic  Ocean. 
The  State  also  possesses  the  Ausable  Chasm,  Watkins  Glen,  Letch- 
worth  Park,  the  Einger  Lakes,  and  that  crowning  glory  of  all, 
Niagara  Falls. 

"  The  region  comprised  in  the  State  is  a  veritable  geological 
Mecca.  The  most  illustrious  geologists  of  the  century  have  paid 
homage  to  these  hills  which  are  full  of  the  remains  of  animal 
organisms  that  inhabited  these  regions  countless  ages  ago.  It  is 
entirely  appropriate,  therefore,  that  a  rock  should  be  erected  here, 
.    bearing  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  impressed  by  the  won- 
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ders  they  foimd;  and  the  director  of  the  Geological  Survey,  who 
has  made  his  own  gTeat  contribution  of  paleontology,  should  be 
the  one  to  start  the  movement. 

"As  a  most  fitting  memorial  of  one  who  testified  his  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  our  State  so  often  and  so  effectively  during  his 
lifetime,  John  Boyd  Thacher  Park  will  serve  at  once  to  perpetuate 
his  memory  and  to  prove  the  generosity  and  public  spirit  of  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Emma  Treadwell  Thacher. 

"  In  carrying  out  her  generous  intention,  Mrs.  Thacher,  during 
the  winter  of  1913-1914,  honored  the  American  Scenic  and  His- 
toric Presei'vation  Society  by  seeking  its  co-operation  in  the  exe- 
cution of  her  plan  to  give  to  the  State  of  New  York  this  superb 
tract  of  land,  having  an  area  of  about  350  acres,  in  the  famous 
Helderberg  region,  to  be  opened  as  a  public  park,  in  memorj  of 
her  distinguished  husband.  On  March  4,  1914,  the  Legislature 
was  informed  by  Governor  Glynn  of  this  magnificent  gift  and  bills 
were  simultaneously  introduced  in  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  ac- 
cepting the  donation  and  making  the  American  Scenic  and  His- 
toric Preservation  Society  the  custodian  of  the  proposed  park. 
The  Governor,  the  public  press  and  the  Society  united  in  heartily 
recognizing  the  great  debt  of  obligation  our  State  owes  the  donor 
fcr  the  benefaction.  We  must  all  feel  that  the  striking  scenic 
beauties  of  the  park,  its  noble  cliffs  and  magnificent  prospects, 
combined  with  its  historic  associations  and  its  characteristic  geo- 
logical fonnations,  reflect  Mr.  Thacher's  love  of  the  beautiful  in 
nature,  his  devotion  to  historic  studies  and  his  warm  interest  in 
education.  In  all  these  respects  the  new  park  seems  to  typif  y  his 
character,  and  we  may  add  that  the  general  interest  felt  in  this 
region  by  scientists  in  the  old  world  as  well  as  in  the  new  may 
be  considered  to  typify  the  enviable  reputation  his  name  enjoyed. 

Thus  future  generations  will  have  cause  to  remember  the  man 
whose  name  will  always  remain  associated  with  this  Helderberg 
memorial,  and  this  fact  is  clearly  and  distinctly  enunciated  in  the 
following  sentence  of  the  first  section  of  the  Legislative  Act  ac- 
cepting the  proffered  gift :  '  Title  to  the  real  property  is  accepted 
upon  the  terms  and  conditions  stated  in  said  deed,  namely,  that 
the  land  therein  conveyed  shall  be  forever  dedicated  to  and  used 
exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  a  public  park  and  natural  scenic 
reservation  to  be  known  always  as  '  John  Boyd  Thacher  Park.' 

"As  indicating  the  lack  of  appreciation  of  natural  beauties  still 
occasionally  apparent  in  our  midst,  a  lady  is  said  to  have  re- 
marked recently  that  it  would  cost  a  great  deal  of  money  to  blast 
away  the  rocks  of  the  Helderbergs  in  order  to  make  the  place 
into  a  park.    A  neighbor  has  lieen  l>lasting  just  such  rocks  and 
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thereby  turning  a  beautiful  mountain  stream  intO'  a  straight,  un- 
interesting and  uninviting  stretch  of  ditch.  All  such  ideas  and 
acts  are  due  to  a  lack  of  education  in  the  value  of  scenic  beauty. 
The  cutting  down  of  a  single  tree,  the  erection  of  an  unsightly 
building,  or  the  removal  of  a  prominent  and  beautiful  rock  can 
mar  the  landscape  effect  of  an  entire  valley. 

"  It  was  to  preserve  historic  buildings  and  historic  sites  and 
to  arouse  public  opinion  in  this  behalf  that  the  American  Scenic 
and  Historic  Preservation  Society  was  founded  twenty  years  ago 
by  the  late  Andrew  H.  Green.  The  constant  aim  of  the  Society 
has  been  to  impress  our  citizens  with  a  conviction  that  the  preser- 
vation of  natural  beauties  and  of  historic  monuments  is  a  duty. 
Such  things  belong  to  all  of  us  in  common  and  they  must  be 
guarded  as  far  as  possible  from  injury  or  defacement,  even  where 
their  preservation  may  perhaps  seem  to  involve  some  curtailment 
of  merely  individual  rights." 

Address  by  John  Huston  Finley,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Dr.  Finley  spoke  in  his  usual  felicitous  manner,  and  we  greatly 
regret  that  no  stenogTaphic  report  was  made  of  his  extemporane- 
ous remarks.  He  won  the  hearts  of  his  hearers  at  the  outset  by 
saying  that  his  place  was  with  the  children  —  alluding  to  hisi 
position  as  State  Commissioner  of  Education  —  and  it  was  to 
them  that  he  would  address  his  words.  He  concluded  by  saying 
that  if  he  reached  the  celestial  grounds  and  were  asked  what  the 
most  beautiful  place  on  earth  was,  he  would  say  the  Helderbergs. 

Address  hy  John  M.  Clarke,  Ph.  D.,  Sc.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Dr.  Clarke,  the  State  Geologist  and  Director  of  the  Department 
of  Science  of  the  State  University,  spoke  in  a  popular  way  from 
the  standpoint  of  the  scientist.  His  theme  was  the  paleontology 
of  the  ground  upon  which  they  were  standing  and  the  wondersi 
of  the  ancient  life,  antedating  the  human  race  by  millions  of  years, 
as  evidenced  by  the  rocks  of  John  Boyd  Thacher  Park  and  the 
fossils  which  aboimd  in  them.  We  are  unfortunate  in  not  having 
a  copy  of  Dr.  Clarke's  remarks,  the  substance  of  which,  however, 
in  more  scientific  language,  is  to  be  found  in  the  official  report 
of  the  State. 
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Address  hij  Governor  Martin  TI.  Glynn 

Governor  Glynn  expressed  the  gratitude  o£  the  people  for  the 
gift  of  John  Boyd  Thacher  Park  and  said,  among  other  things: 

"  This  park  will  serve  as  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  John 
Boyd  Thacher.  Here  in  future  years  will  come  people  in  search 
of  recreation ;  students  in  quest  of  historical  inspiration  and  geol- 
ogists to  study  one  of  the  oldest  geological  formations  of  the  world. 
History,  happiness  and  science  all  meet  on  this  spot  and  pay 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  man  in  whose  honor  this  park  was 
presented  to  the  State  and  gTatitude  to  the  generosity  of  the  lady 
who  made  this  valued  spot  a  State  possession.  The  gift  is  appre- 
ciated all  the  more  from  the  fact  that  John  Boyd  Thacher  needed 
no  memorial  to  perpetuate  his  name.  He  had  written  that  large 
in  the  pages  of  our  literature  by  his  historical  writings;  he  had 
carved  that  deep  in  the  annals  of  his  time  by  the  ofl&ce  he  held 
and  the  honors  he  won  from  his  fellowmen;  he  had  written  that 
in  letters  of  love  upon  the  hearts  of  all  who  labored  with  him  in 
the  vineyard  of  life.  The  sod,  the  trees,  the  shrubbery  of  this 
place  were  not  needed  to  keep  his  memory  green.  Generous  in 
life,  the  generous  spirit  of  him  in  death  still  pervades  his  house- 
hold. He  loved  to  do  for  others  and  those  who  lived  with  him 
caught  up  this  love  and  gave  expression  to  it  by  the  presentation 
of  this  park  to  the  State.  Again,  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  the 
State,  I  thank  Mrs.  Thacher  for  this  noble  contribution  to  the 
riches  of  the  State.  This  park  stands  as  an  inspiration  to  all 
who  would  do  something  worth  while  for  the  State  and  an  inspira- 
tion for  all  who  would  be  enrolled  among  those  whom  the  State 
loves  to  honor  and  respect. 

"  To  the  people  of  this  Country  the  name  of  John  Boyd  Thacher 
is  a  familiar  one.  They  know  of  his  good  works.  They  remem- 
ber his  service  in  their  behalf  as  State  Senator  from  this  district 
and  as  twice  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Albany,  the  county  seat.  His 
contributions  to  historical  literature  stamped  him  as  a  man  of 
great  literary  attainment  and  with  a  mind  trained  to  historical 
research. 

"  He  was  a  Democrat,  but  not  a  politician,  and  could  always 
be  depended  upon  to  do  the  right  thing  at  the  right  time.  As 
State  Senator  he  served  his  constituents  with  great  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  them.  IsTo  progressive  piece  of  legislation  was  sug- 
gested withont  at  once  engaging  his  attention  and  support,  and  on 
the  statute  books  of  our  State  may  be  found  many  laws  put  there 
largely  through  his  influence  and  energetic  action.  One  of  the 
proudest  of  his  achievements  was  the  introduction  of  a  concurrent 
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resolution  calling  upon  Congress  to  pension  General  Grant,  wlio 
was  then  dying  from  the  ravag'es  of  cancer.  The  tenement  house 
dwellers  in  the  City  of  New  York  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  him 
because  of  the  reforms  he  secured  in  their  behalf. 

"As  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Albany  he  exhibited  those  traits  of 
character  which  made  the  ideal  executive.  His  administration 
was  economical,  energetic  and  progressive.  During,  his  first  tenn 
the  bi-eentennial  of  the  City  occurred,  and  it  was  due  greatly 
to  his  energy  and  enthusiasm  that  it  was  a  grand  success.  One 
of  the  greatest  achievements  of  his  second  term  perhaps  was  the 
erection  of  the  present  union  station,  which  it  is  claimed,  was  due 
largely  to  his  personal  solicitation  and  energetic  action. 

"  But  to  the  world  at  large  it  is  as  the  scholar,  historian  and 
litterateur  that  he  is  best  known.  His  works  on  history,  literature 
and  statesmanship  are  known  throuigliout  the  literary  world.  Had 
he  lived,  one  of  the  crowning  events  of  his  career  would  have  been 
his  history  of  the  French  Revolution,  on  which  he  was  engaged 
when  death  stayed  his  hand.  His  friends  hope  that  this  great 
work  will  be  completed  by  those  who  have  access  to  the  notes  left 
behind  him. 

"  Personally,  he  was  a  man  of  many  lovable  traits,  charitable 
to  a  remarkable  degree,  sympathetic  and  honest,  a  liberal  patron 
of  the  arts  and  a  friend  to  the  struggling  members  of  that  fratern- 
ity, and  a  citizen  who  was  always  patriotic,  progressive  and  de- 
pendable. To  the  people  of  this  community,  in  which  Mr. 
Thacher  spent  his  summers,  no  eulogy  is  needed  from  me.  To 
know  him  was  to  love  him  and  you  people  knew  him  well.  This 
beautiful  gift  to  the  State  will  always  be  a  monument  to  his 
generosity  and  thoughtfulness,  but  deep  down  in  your  hearts  the 
memory  of  his  kindly  countenance,  the  warm  clasp'  of  his  hand, 
the  many,  many  evidences  of  his  personal  generosity  will  serve 
as  a  memorial  more  closer  to  the  heart." 

Historical  Pageant 

PoUowing  the  speeches,  an  historical  pageant,  arranged  by  Prof. 
John  H.  Cook  and  Prof.  Arthur  C.  Parker,  was  enacted.  Pro. 
fessor  Cook,  who  is  Superintendent  of  the  park,  is  a  teacher  and 
geologist.  Mr.  Parker,  who  is  State  Archaeologist,  is  a  descendant 
from  the  Iroquois  Indians.  The  principal  chai'acters  imperson^ 
ated  were  as  follows: 
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Indian  Princess  Miss  Janet  Lindsay 

Indian  Chief  Edward  McConnack 

N'danis  Miss  Elizabeth  Myers 

AYainpum  Keeper  Miss  Elizabeth  Antemann 

Friendly  Warrior  William  Prescott 

Hostile  Warrior  .May ell  Barnes 

Elute  Player  Merle  Ilosdowitz 

Chanter  .George  Stonehouse 

Indian  Tribe  Boy  Scouts  of  Albany 

i  f  Miss  Miriam  Tyler 

Squaws   ■!  Miss  Mabel  Ullman 

1.  Miss  J\Iargaret  Hevenor 

Hunter  (white)   J.  H.  Cook 

Eirst  White  Settler   Abram  Eryer 

His  S  ns  /  Peter  Duel 

^^^^  \  Jarvey  IPallenbeck 

His  Daughter  Miss  Alice  W.  G-allup 

Transitman  H.  H.  Ormond 

Chairman  Harry  Stevens 

The  pageant  was  divided  into  three  parts  representing: 

1.  The  Discovery  of  the  Region  by  the  Indians. 

2.  The  Report  of  the  Coming  of  the  Half  Moon,  1609. 

3.  The  Settlement  by  the  White  Man,  1801. 

First  Part:  While  the  strains  of  an  Indian  chant  were  heard, 
an  Indian  Warrior  was  seen  coming  down  the  trail.  This  was 
the  hunter  who  came  in  advance  of  the  tribe  which  came  down 
the  Schoharie  Valley.  The  hunter,  admiring  the  beautiful  scen- 
ery, awaited  the  Medicine  Man  and  the  Warrior.  As  the  three 
red  men  stood  on  the  edge  of  the  cliff  viewing  the  surrounding 
country,  a  cry  of  "  Oligunaki "  rang  out;  meaning  "This  is 
beautiful."  It  was  the  Indians'  expression  of  the  spot  they  had 
discovered.  Next  came  the  impressive  peace  pipe  ceremony. 
After  calling  the  remainder  of  the  tribe  from  over  the  hills,  the 
chief  took  the  pipe,  and  holding  it  in  the  air  said,  "  I  smoke  to 
you  the  point  from  which  the  sun  arises,  and  I  smoke  to  you  the 
warm  south,  the  land  of  pleasant  things ;  I  smoke  to  you  the  west, 
where  the  sun  climbs  under,  and  I  smoke  to  jon  the  north  that 
brings  the  winter  storm."  Pointing  the  pipe  towards  the  ground, 
the  chief  exclaimed :  "  In  equal  gratitude  I  smoke  to  you.  Mother 
Earth,  on  whose  breast  we  draw  our  sustenance."    The  tribal  cry 
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of  "  Wo  Hack  "  was  given  three  times  as  the  Indians  took  formal 
possession  by  placing  a  painted  deer-skin  in  a  tree.  This  was  a 
sign  to  other  tribes  that  the  Mahikans  held  prior  rights  to  the 
ground.  The  Princess  was  then  seen  coming  in  the  distance  and  all 
bowed  down  before  her,  as  she  was  considered  the  mother  of  the 
race.  She  took  the  skin  from  the  tree  and  placed  it  in  another 
spot,  after  which  she  led  the  tribes  toward  Albany. 

Second  Part:  The  second  part  of  the  pageant,  representing  the 
report  of  the  arrival  of  Henry  Hudson's  ship,  the  Half  Moon,  in 
1609,  began  with  the  appearance  of  the  hunter,  who  was  now  a 
Chief  and  married  to  the  Princess.  As  he  came  down  the  valley 
he  thought  he  recogiiized  this  spot  from  his  former  visit.  He  was 
not  sure,  however,  but  when  his  wife  arrived  she  told  him  to  look 
for  the  skin.  Taking  different  paths  the  chief  and  his  wife  looked 
for  the  sign  of  possession.  The  latter,  finding  it,  cried  "  liow- 
da-sah,"  meaning  "come  hither  and  behold."  (See  plate  47.) 
The  remainder  of  the  tribe  was  then  called  from  the  hills  and  when 
it  arrived  two  Indians  were  seen  climbing  the  Indian  Ladder. 
There  was  great  concern  as  they  did  not  know  whether  they  were 
friends  or  foes.  In  the  meantime,  an  Indian  of  a  hostile  tribe, 
looking  for  a  home,  came  to  the  Mahikan  settlement.  Knowing 
that  unless  he  captured  the  wampum  of  the  tribe  there  would  be  no 
use  of  telling  of  his  discovery  to  his  tribe,  he  decided  to  attack  the 
sentinel  and  capture  the  token  which  is  held  in  such  respect  by  the 
Indians.  He  was  discovered  by  the  sentinel  and  a  fi-ght  ensued. 
The  sentinel  was  just  about  to  kill  the  intruder,  when  the  daughter 
of  the  village,  IST'dauis,  saved  the  man's  life  by  holding  the  wam- 
pum above  his  head.  She  expressed  a  desire  to  marry  him  and  the 
Indian  was  given  the  choice  of  acceding  to  her  request  or  jump- 
ing over  the  cliffs.  The  marriage  ceremony,  performed  by  the 
Medicine  Man,  followed.  By  this  time  the  messengers,  who  were 
seen  climbing  the  ladder,  arrived,  and  told  of  the  coming  of  the 
Half  Moon.  The  Indians  decided  to  move,  and  that  ended  the 
Indian  settlement  in  the  Helderbergs. 

Third  Part :  The  last  part  of  the  pageant  represented  the  early 
occupation  of  the  region  by  the  whites.  An  old  hunter  from  the 
Schoharie  Valley  is  attracted  to  the  edge  of  the  cliff  by  the  sight 


Twentieth  Annual  Repokt 


97 


of  cleared  land.  He  seats  himself  on  a  log  to  await  the  coming 
of  the  settlers,  the  sound  of  whose  axes  is  heard  in  the  forest 
nearby.  There  presently  appear,  a  hardy  farmer  and  his  two 
grown  sons,  driving  a  yoke  of  oxen.  The  oxen  are  dragging  loga 
into  the  clearing  to  be  burned.  (See  plate  49.)  Greetings  are 
exchanged,  and  the  farmer's  daughter  appears  carrying  a  jug  of 
home  brewed  Schnaaps.  As  the  liquor  is  passed  a  soimd  from  the 
V\'oods  attracts  the  hunter's  attention  and  he  levels  his  rifle  at  a 
moving  bush.  A  moment  later  two  land  surveyors,  making  a 
survey  of  the  grant  for  Patroon  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  break 
through  the  underbrush  and  the  hunter  lowers  his  rifle.  The  lines 
are  rim  and  all  are  invited  to  the  house  to  share  the  midday  meal. 

Final  Ceremony  of  Dedication 

Then  followed  a  procession,  participated  in  by  all,  to  the  ter- 
race overlooking  the  site  where  the  ceremonies  of  dedication  were 
held.  A  cannon  salute  was  fired  from  Monument  Terrace,  over- 
looking Thacher  Point,  the  scene  of  the  ceremonies,  at  which 
signal  everj'one  present  deposited  a  stone,  forming  a  cairn  on 
Monument  Terrace.  This  is  remarkably  well  located  and  can  be 
seen  from  the  railroad  and  for  a  distance  of  many  miles.  The 
first  stone  for  the  cairn  was  laid  by  Governor  Glynn. 

A  huge  granite  boulder  6  by  3  by  2i/^  feet  in  size,  has  been 
placed  at  the  point  where  the  ceremonies  were  held  (Thacher 
Point)  and  on  this  boulder  the  United  States  Geological  Survey 
will  place  a  bench  mark. 

TAPPAK  MOT^UMEISTT  PROPERTY 

The  Society  owns  a  circular  plot  of  land  fifty-one  feet  in  diam- 
eter in  Tappan,  X.  Y.,  upon  which  stands  the  monument  erected 
by  Cyrus  W.  Field  and  dedicated  October  2,  1879,  to  mark  the 
place  where  Major  John  Andre  of  the  British  Army  was  executed. 
The  Society  purchased  the  place  IsTovember  13,  1905,  in  response 
to  public  sentiment  for  its  preservation  expressed  in  a  ISTew  York 
newspaper  just  prior  to  that  time.  The  monument  erected  by 
Mr.  Field  cost  about  $1,500,  to  which  we  have  added,  at  a  cost 
of  about  $100,  a  tablet  commemorating  Washington's  fortitude 
at  one  of  the  most  critical  pei'iods  of  the  "War  for  Independence. 
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SITES  Am  INSCRIPTIONS 

?  Submissions  Passed  Upon 

Por  several  years  past,  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Pres- 
ervation Society  has  exercised  its  influence  in  the  direction  of 
greater  accuracy  in  monumental  inscriptions  and  in  the  identifica- 
tion  of  historic  sites.  Experience  has  shown  that  in  many  cases, 
zealous  and  well-meaning  persons  and  organizations  have  caused 
to  be  erected  in  public  places  monuments  and  tablets  containing 
in  their  inscriptions  erroneous  historical  allegations  which  might 
have  been  avoided  in  many  cases  by  more  painstaking  research. 
It  may  be  doubted  if  any  of  the  leading  historical  societies  or  any 
of  the  gi'eat  historical  writers  have  been  altogether  free  from  mis- 
takes.  The  causes  of  these  mistakes  are  innumerable  and  often-- 
times  unavoidable,  and  it  would  be  more  than  human  to  expect 
either  individuals  or  societies  to  be  infallible  in  this  respect. 
What  can  be  aimed  at,  however,  is  the  highest  practicable  degree 
of  accuracy,  and  that  can  be  attained  only  by  patient  research,  a 
peculiar  knowledge  of  resources,  and  a  trained  faculty  in  esti- 
mating evidence. 

This  Society,  having  some  special  facilities  in  this  direction, 
has  been  happy  to  co-operate  with  other  organizations  by  verify-- 
ing  their  locations  and  inscriptions  as  well  as  onr  own,  thus  per- 
forming unoflicially  a  function  which  we  believe  should  be  estab-- 
lished  in  some  official  fomi  in  our  local  and  State  governments. 
In  the  City  of  New  York  there  is  a  Municipal  Art  Commission, 
composed  of  highly  cultured  gentlemen,  who  have  legal  authority 
to  approve  or  reject  designs  for  monuments  and  tablets  proposed 
to  be  erected  upon  public  property.  It  is  not,  however,  specifically 
required  by  law  to  verify  the  truth  of  the  historical  statements 
placed  upon  such  works.  We  believe  that  it  is  as  injurious  to  the 
public  from  the  educational  standpoint  to  perpetuate  in  stone  or 
bronze  an  inaccurate  statement  as  it  is  from  the  Eesthetic  stand- 
point to  inflict  upon  the  public  sight  an  inartistic  memorial.  We 
should  be  glad  if  this  Society,  or  the  Municipal  Art  Commission 
and  like  bodies,  were  clothed  with  legal  power  to  regulate  the  in- 
scriptions on  such  memorials. 
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The  submissions  passed  upon  by  the  Society  since  our  last 
Annual  Eeport  include  the  following: 

Inscription  for  a  tablet  to  be  placed  upon  the  building  at  No. 
198  Hudson  Street,  New  York  City,  marking  the  site  of  the  house 
of  Leonard  Lispenard  in  which  Washington  was  entertained  Jime 
25,  1775.  Submitted  by  the  Empire  State  Society,  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution.    See  pages  105  and  109. 

Inscription  for  a  tablet  to  be  placed  at  King's  Bridge,  New 
York  City,  indicating  the  site  of  the  original  King's  Bridge. 
Submitted  by  the  Empire  State  Society,  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution.    See  pages  105  and  126. 

Inscription  for  a  tablet  to  be  placed  upon  the  building  at  No. 
11  John  Street,  New  York  City,  commemorating  the  origin  of 
John  Stree.t.  Submitted  by  the  Maiden  Lane  Historical  Society. 
See  page  102  and  plate  2. 

Identification  of  the  site  of  the  grave  of  Margaret  Corbin, — 
who  was  wounded  while  serving  a  cannon  in  the  battle  of  Fort 
Washington,  on  Manhattan  Island,  November  16,  1776,  and  who 
was  the  first  woman  pensioned  by  the  United  States  Government 
—  at  Swimtown,  near  West  Point,  N.  Y.  Submitted  by  Arthur 
P.  Abbott.    See  page  140. 

Inscriptions  for  three  tablets  to  mark  the  sites  of  the  first  three 
Jewish  cemeteries  in  New  York  City.  Submitted  on  behalf  of 
the  Congregation  Shearith  Israel.    See  page  102. 

Yerification  of  facts  concerning  the  history  of  Mount  Morris 
Park,  New  York  City,  to  serve  as  the  basis  of  a  tablet  to  be  erected 
therein.  Submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Eire  Commissioner  of  the 
City  of  New  York.    See  page  193. 

Inscription  for  a  tablet  to  be  erected  at  the  mouth  of  the  Boquet 
River,  on  the  west  side  of  Lake  Champlain,  to  commemorate  the 
battle  of  Boquet  River  on  May  14,  1814.  Submitted  by  the  So- 
ciety of  the  Second  AVar  with  Great  Britain  in  the  State  of  New 
York.    See  Appendix  D  and  plate  55. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  foregoing  submissions  has  de- 
volved upon  our  Committee  on  Sites  and  Inscriptions  consisting 
of  Mr.  Reginald  Pelhatn  Bolton,  Chairman,  Mr.  Albert  Ulmann, 
Mr.  Francis  Whiting  Halsey,  Mr.  Frederick  S.  Lamb,  and  the 
Secretaiy. 
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HISTORY  OF  JOHN  STEEET,  NEW  YORK 

As  stated  on  the  page  preceding,  during  the  past  year  wQ 
co-operated  with  Maiden  Lane  Historical  Society  of  which  Mr. 
Augustus  A.  Sloane  is  President  and  Mr.  Albert  TJlmann  is  His- 
torian, in,  the  preparation  of  an  inscription  for  a  tablet  to  be 
erected  in  John  Street  by  that  Society  to  commemorate  the  origin 
of  John  Street,  the  next  street  north  of  Maiden  Lane. 

John  Street  runs  from  No.  184  Broadway  eastward  to  Pearl 
Street  through  what  was  once  the  Van  Tienhoven  farm.  The 
history  of  this  farm  supplies  the-  sources  of  the  names  which  the 
street  has  had.  About  1644,  Cornelius  Van  Tienhoven,  Secretary 
of  the  Dutch  government  in  New  Amsterdam,  was  granted  a  tract 
of  land  extending  from  Maiden  Lane  to  Ann  Street  and  from 
Broadway  nearly  to  the  East  River.  From  the  East  River,  along 
the  line  of  the  eastern  part  of  John  Street,  a  lane  ran  westward 
up  a  hill  on  the  summit  of  which  Van  Tienhoven  erected  a  resi- 
dence. This  hill  he  named  Gouwenberg,  or  Golden  Hill,  from 
which  the  name  of  J ohn  Street  east  of  William  Street  was  derived. 
Van  Tienhoven  having  been  dismissed  from  office,  he  disappeared 
from  New  Amsterdam  and  his  estate  was  administered  as  if  he 
were  dead.  His  plantation  came  into  the  hands  of  John  Smedes, 
who  divided  it  into  two  parcels.  The  larger  part,  extending  from 
Maiden  Lane  to  Ann  Street  and  from  Broadway  to  a  line  between 
William  and  Gold  Streets,  he  sold  to  five  shoemakers  —  John 
Harpendingh,  Hendrick  Ten  Broeck,  Abraham  Santvoort,  Carsten 
Luerse  and  one  Cloppers  —  and  it  was  subsequently  known  as  the 
Shoemakers'  Land  or  the  Shoemakers'  Pasture.  This  occurred 
about  the  time  when,  on  account  of  the  growth  of  the  little  old 
city,  tan  pits  were  excluded  from  the  settled  portion  below  Wall 
Street,  and  the  tanners  and  shoemal?:ers  who  had  been  using  the 
swamps  along  Broad  Street  north  of  Beaver  Street  had  to  seek 
new  sites.  The  new  tanpits  were  located  on  the  northeast  comer 
of  Maiden  Lane  and  William  Street.  John  Street  was  named 
after  John  Harpendingh,  above-mentioned,  whose  homestead  was 
on  the  corner  of  Maiden  Lane  and  Broadway.  He  was  a  worthy 
and  estimable  man,  and  gave  to  the  Dutch  Refoa-med  Church  the 
land  on  which  the  North  Dutch  Church  was  erected  on  the  north- 
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Avest  corner  of  William  and  Fulton  Streets  in  1767-!).  The  name 
Golden  Hill  appears  to  have  been  applied  to  the  portion  o£  John 
Street  east  of  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Shomiakers  Land,  from 
the  days  of  'New  Amsterdam.  The  name  of  John  Street,  as  ap- 
plied to  the  poii:ion  west  of  that  line,  first  appears  on  a  map'  of 
the  Shoemakers  Land  dated  Sept.  14,  1699,  and  acknowledged 
Jan.  20,  1700.  The  property  was  then  owned  by  Harpendingh, 
Luerse,  Santvoort,  Heiltje  Cloppers  (widow  of  the  Cloppers  be- 
fore mentioned)  and  Chas.  Lodowick  (who  had  acquired  Ten 
Broeck's  interest).  On  the  city  map'  of  1728,  the  whole  street 
appears,  the  portion  west  of  William  Street  being  called  John 
Street  and  the  portion  east  of  William  Street  being  called  Golden 
Hill.  These  two  names  continued  in  use  two-thirds  of  a  century 
before  they,  became  united  in  John  Street.  On  April  26,  1750, 
the  Common  Council  appointed  a  Committee  to  regulate  the  pav- 
ing of  John  Street.  On  March  23,  1774,  the  Common  Council 
received  a  petition  for  the  alteration  of  Golden  Hill,  and  there 
was  quite  a  controversy  aboait  digging  down  and  grading  it.  On 
June  23,  1784,  Eleanor  Dunlap  and  Elizabeth  Sutton  petitioned 
to  the  Common  Coamcil  for  damages  caused  by  the  alteration 
of  the  street  called  Golden  Hill  or  John  Street."  From  the 
fo]-egoing  quotation  it  is  apparent  that  while  the  maps  continued 
to  give  separate  names  to  the  portions  of  the  street  east  and  west 
of  William  Street,  the  two  names  had  begun  to  merge  in  common 
use  several  years  before  they  were  merged  on  the  official  map. 
The  !N'ew  York  City  DirectO'ry  for  the  year  1794  says:  "  Golden 
Hill  and  John  Street  are  now  called  John  Street  and  the  num- 
bers begin  at  Broadway."  On  the  City  Map  of  1803,  the  whole 
street  appears  as  John  Street. 

The  inscription  for  the  tablet,  epitomizing  the  history  of  the 
street,  which  was  approved  by  this  Society,  reads  as  follows  (ses 
plate  2)  : 
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JOHN  STREET 
Named  in  honor  of  John  Harpendinf^h 
A  tanner  whose  homestead  was  situated 
At  the  corner  of  Maiden  Lane  and  Broadway. 

He  was  a  public-spirited  citizen 
Who  owned  considerable  land  in  this  vicinity 

A  portion  of  which  he  bequeathed 
To  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church 
in  1723. 

John  Street  first  appears  upon  a  map 
Bearing  the  date  of  1699 
Describing  a  section  known  as 
The  Shoemakers'  Land 
i  Extending  from  Maiden  Lane  to  Ann  Street 

,  East  of  Broadway. 

John  Street  became  identified  with  the 
Jewelry  Trade  about  1850. 
Erected  by  the  Maiden  Lane  Historical  Society 
1914 

The  tablet  was  dedicated  with  interesting  exercises  in  the  JSTew 
York  Historical  Society  building,  on  the  west  side  of  Central 
Park  West,  between  76th  and  77th  Streets,  I^ew  York  City,  on 
Friday  evening,  ISTovember  20,  1914,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Maiden  Lane  Historical  Society.  Mr.  Augustus  K.  Sloane, 
President  of  that  Society,  presided  and  made  a  brief  address; 
the  Secretary  of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation 
Society  represented  its  President  and  made  a  few  remarks;  Mr. 
Albert  Ulmann  delivered  an  historical  lecture  on  curiosities  in 
'New  York  history,  illustrated  by  stereopticon  views ;  a  male  quar- 
tette sang  several  songs;  and  the  tablet  was  unveiled  by  Miss 
Lillian  Babcock.  The  memorial  was  subsequently  erected  on  a 
pier  of  the  Chatham  &  Phoenix  JSTational  Bank  building  on  the 
north  side  of  John  Street  about  50  feet  east  of  Broadway. 

PIEST  THREE  JEWISH  CEMETERIES  Ils^  XEW  YORK 

CITY 

In  1903,  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  So- 
ciety and  the  American  Jewish  Historical  Society,  enabled  by 
private  generosity,  united  in  erecting  a  tablet  to  mark  the  remains 
of  the  oldest  Jewish  cemetery  in  New  York  City,  located  on  the 
east  side  of  the  New  Bowery  near  Chatham  Square.    The  precise 
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location  of  tliat  cemetery,  which  occupies  Nos.  51  to  57  New 
Bowery,  both  inclusive,  is  as  follows:  It  begins  64  feet  and  3 
inches  westerly  from  Oliver  Street  on  the  southeasterly  side  of 
the  iN'ew  Bowery  and  measures  57  feet  6  inches  on  ISTew  Bowery, 
75  feet  7  inches  on  the  westerly  side,  52  feet  3  inches  on  the 
southerly  side,  and  about  112  feet  2  inches  on  the  easterly  side. 
The  inscription  on  the  tablet  erected  in  1903,  (see  pages  38-39 
of  our  8th  Annual  Eeport,  1903)  reads  as  follows: 

This  Tablet  Marks  Wliat  Remains  of 
THE  FIRST  JEWISH  CEMETERY 
In  the  United  States 
Consecrated  in  the  Year  i 
1656 

When  it  was  Described  as  "  Outside  the  City." 
During  the  War  of  the  Revolution 
,  It  Was  Fortified  by  the  Patriots 

As  One  of  the  Defenses  of  the  City. 
Erected  in  1903  Under  the  Auspices  of 
The  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society 

And  Of 

The  American  Jewish  Historical  Society 

lu  December,  1914,  inscriptions  were  submitted  on  behalf  of 
the  old  Congregation  Shearith  Israel  and  approved  by  the  Society 
for  three  tablets  to  mark  the  sites  of  their  first  three  cemeteries 
incln fling  the  one  above  mentioned. 

The  inscription  for  the  new  tablet  for  the  first  cemetery  reads 
as  follows: 

THE  FIRST  CEMETERY 
of  the 

Spanish  and  Portuguese  Synagogue 
Shearith  Israel 
in  the  City  of  New  York 
1656-1833 

The  site  of  the  second  cemetery  is  on  the  south  side  of  West 
Eleventh  Street,  occupying  'Nos.  72,  74  and  76.  It  begins  about 
100  feet  east  of  Sixth  Avenue,  is  triangular  in  form,  and  ita 
longest  side  has  80  feet  frontage  on  11th  Street. 
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The  tablet  reads  as  follows: 

THE  SECOND  CEMETERY 
of  the 

Spanish  and  Portuguese  Synagogue 
Shearith  Israel 
in  the  City  of  New  York 
:  1805-1833 

The  site  of  the  third  cemetery  is  oai  the  south  side  of  West 
21sit  Street,  occupying  ITos,  106,  108  and  110,  beginning  75  feet 
west  of  Sixth  Avenue.  It  measures  80  feet  5  inches  on  21st  Street, 
123  feet  on  the  easterly  side,  80  feet  5  inches  on  the  southerly 
or  back  side,  and  125  feet  8  inches  on  the  westerly  side.  The 
inscription  reads  as  follows: 

THE  THIED  CEMETERY 
of  the 

Spanish  and  Portuguese  Synagogue 
Shearith  Israel 
in  the  City  of  New  York 
1829-1851 

WASHIJ^GTON'S  ITIIsTERARY  m  1775 

Tablets  Dedicated  in  Neiv  York 

In  1914  this  Society  co-operated  with  ISTational  Society  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  of  which  Hon.  Rogers  Clark 
Ballard  Thruston  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  is  President,  and  with  the 
Empire  State  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  of 
which  Mr.  Louis  Annin  Ames  of  New  York  is  President,  in 
identifying  a  part  of  the  route  which  Washington  followed  in 
June  and  July,  1775,  when  he  went  from  Philadelphia,,  Penn., 
to  Cambridge,  Mass.,  to  assume  command  of  the  Continental 
Army.  Many  details  of  our  preliminary  work  in  regard  to  the 
itinerary  are  given  in  our  last  Annual  Report  (1914)  at  pages 
255—264.  The  route  taken  by  Washington  was  followed  as  nearly 
as  practicable  by  a  party  of  pilgrims  in  automobiles  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  on  the  corre^ 
spending  dates  in  1914,  and  commemorative  exercises,  including 
the  dedication  of  several  tablets,  were  held  at  frequent  intervaJs 
in  the  journey.  In  this  connection,  we  verified  the  inscriptions 
for  two  tablets,  as  follows : 
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The  first  tablet  was  erected  June  25,  1914,  on  the  front  of  the 
brick  building  at  ISTo.  198  Hudson  Street,  which  is  on  the  east 
side  of  the  street  opposite  the  end  of  Desbrosses  Street.  The 
inscription  reads  as  follows: 

Opposite  this  Tablet 
in  Hudson  Street  stood  the 
House  of  Leonard  Lispenard 
in  which 

GENERAL  GEORGE  WASHINGTON 
was  Entertained  June  25,  1775, 

while  en  route 
from  Philadelphia  to  Cambridge 
to  Assume  Command  of  the  Continental  Army. 
This  Tablet  was  Erected 
By  the  Empire  State  Society 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution 
June  25,  1914. 

The  second  tablet  was  erected  June  27,  1914,  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Broadway  viaduct  crossing  the  obsolete  Spuyten  Duyvil 
Creek,  at  a  point  about  1200  feet  north  of  the  Harlem  Ship 
Canal.    The  inscription  reads  as  follows: 

Northwest  of  this  Tablet 
Within  a  Distance  of  600  Feet,  Stood  the 
ORIGINAL  KING'S  BRIDGE 
and  its  Successors  from  1693  until  1913 
When  Spuyten  Duyvil  Creek  was  Filled  Up. 
Over  it  Marched  the  Troops  of  Both  Armies 
During  the  American  Revolution  and  Its 
Possession  Controlled  the  Land  Approach 
to  New  York  City. 
GENERAL  GEORGE  WASHINGTON 
"  Rested  at  King's  Bridge  "  on  the  Night 
of  June  26-27,  1775,  While  en  Route 
from  Philadelphia  to  Cambridge  to 
Assume  Command  of  the  Continental  Army. 
This  Tablet  was  Erected 
By  the  Empire  State  Society 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution 
June  27,  1914. 

The  Chairman  of  the  itinerary  committee  in  ISTew  York  State 
was  Prof.  IN'orman  P.  Hefflcy  of  IsTew  York. 

The  results  of  the  investigations  of  the  various  societies  con- 
cerning Washing-ton's  journey  in  1775  are  embodied  in  a  pamphlet 
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of  54  pages  entitled  "Washington's  Journey,  17Y5,"  published 
by  the  ISTational  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Eevolution, 
whose  headquarters  are  in  AVashing-ton,  D.  C.  The  dates  and 
places  may  be  summarized  as  follows : 

Thursday,  June  15,  1775.  Washing-ton  was  elected  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Continental  Army. 

Friday,  June  16.   AVashington  was  notified  of  his  appointment. 

Saturday,  Jime  17.    Washington's  commission  was  signed. 

Tuesday,  June  20.  AVashington's  instructions  from  Congress 
were  drafted  and  reported  to  Congress. 

Wednesday,  June  21.  AVashing-ton  purchased  from  Thomas 
Welbank  a  bay  horse  for  39  pounds. 

Thursday,  June  22.  AA^ashington  was  entertained  at  a  farewell 
supper  in  the  City  Tavern,  Philadelphia. 

Friday,  June  23.  Washington  and  suite  left  Philadelphia. 
His  stopping  place  that  night  is  not  recorded  but  is  believed  to 
have  been  in  Trenton. 

Saturday,  June  24.  Arrived  at  Perth  Amboy.  Incidents  of 
the  next  few  days  are  given  in  detail  in  the  jSTineteenth  Annual 
Report  of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society 
(1914)  at  pages  255-264. 

Sunday,  June  25.  Proceeded  to  ISTewark,  jST.  J.,  and  thence  to 
!N^ew  York  City,  arriving  at  the  latter  place  about  2  p.  m.  Spent 
the  night  in  ISTew  York. 

Monday,  June  26.  Left  ISTew  York  and  rested  that  night  at 
King's  Bridge,  at  the  northern  end  of  Manhattan  Island. 

Tuesday,  June  27.  Left  King's  Bridge  and  arrived  at  ISTew 
Rochelle,  IST.  Y.  There  appears  to  be  no  record  showing  where 
he  spent  this  night. 

AVednesday,  June  28.  Arrived  at  New  Llaven,  Conn.,  and 
spent  the  night  at  the  house  of  Isaac  Beers. 

Thursday,  June  29.  Proceeded  to  Wethersfield  and  Hartford, 
Conn.  There  is  uncertainty  as  to  whether  AA^ashington  spent  this 
night  in  A¥ethersfield  or  Hartford. 

Friday,  June  30.  Proceeded  to  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  re^ 
mained  for  the  night. 

Saturday,  July  1.  Left  Springfield,  and  proceeded  by  way  of 
Brookfield,  Worcester  and  Marlborough.  Stopping  place  for  thQ 
night  is  not  recorded. 
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Sunda}',  July  2.  An-ived  at  Watertown  and  thence  proceeded 
to  the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

H    Monday,  Jnly  3.  Washington  took  command  of  the  Continental 
Armv. 

Historical  Sight-seeing  in  New  York  City 

While  the  historical  pilgrims  were  being  entertained  in  ISTew 
York  City  on  Jnne  25,  26  and  27,  1914,  they  wei*e  talcen  in  auto- 
mobiles upon  an  historical  sight-seeing  tour  laid  out  by  the  Amer- 
ican Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society.  As  the  notes 
made  for  that  occasion  may  be  of  general  iTiterest,  they  are  repro- 
duced herewith.  The  headquarters  of  the  pilgrims  were  at  the 
Hotel  Martiniqiie  at  Broadway  and  33d  Street;  and  the  sight- 
seeing route  was  laid  out  with  a  view  to  taking  the  visitors  first 
to  Hudson  and  Desbrosses  Streets,  Avhere  Washington  was  enter- 
tained on  June  25,  1775,  and  thence  to  other  places  of  interest. 

In  1775,  the  place  of  starting,  Broadway  and  33d  Street,  was 
distant  three  miles  from  the  City  proper.  Now  it  is  the  inter- 
section of  more  lines  of  traffic  than  any  other  place  in  Manhattan. 
Within  a  block  are  the  Broadway,  the  Sixth  Avenue  and  the  3-±th 
Street  surface  lines,  the  Sixth  Avenue  Elevated  and  the  Hudson 
Tunnel  siibwa3\  The  most  notable  building  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  is  the  Herald  Building  in  Herald  Square.  The  bronze 
male  figures  sunnonnting  the  facade  of  the  building  strike  the 
hours  of  the  day  on  the  hell  suspended  between  them,  and  at  night 
the  eyes  of  the  owls  along' the  cornice  blink  the  hours  by  means 
of  electric  lights. 

Passing  eastward  through  33d  Street  and  southward  thrO'Ugli 
Fifth  Avenue,  the  pilgrims  came  to  Madison  Square  between 
26tli  and  23d  Streets.  In  the  northwestern  part  of  the  park, 
under  a  monument  now  obscured  by  contractors'  sheds  co^nnected 
with  the  building  of  the  Catskill  Aqueduct,  is  buried  Maj.-Gen. 
Worth,  the  hero  of  many  battles  in  the  old  Mexican  War  who 
died  in  Texas  May  7,  1849.  The  Catskill  Aqueduct  above  re- 
ferred to,  which  is  now  nearing  completion,  begins  in  the  Catskill 
Mountains,  crosses  under  the  Hudson  River  at  Storm  King  Moun- 
tain, and  comes  dowa  the  east  side  of  the  river  to  ISTew  York. 
It  was  begun  eight  years  ago,  is  120  miles  long,  and  will  supply 
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600,000,000  galloas  of  water  a  day.  Its  total  cost  will  be  about 
$177,000,000.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  engineering  feats  in  the 
world. 

Madison  Square  contains  statues  of  Seward  by  Rogers,  Conk- 
ling  by  Ward,  Tarragut  by  St.  Gaudens  and  Arthur  by  Bissell. 

At  the  southeast  corner  of  the  Square,  on  the  northeast  corner 
of  23d  Street  and  Madison  Avenue,  is  the  Metropolitan  Life 
Building  (700  feet  high)  next  to  the  tallest  building  in  the  City. 

On  the  west  side  of  Fifth  Avenue  between  24th  and  23d  Streets, 
stood  the  old  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  demolished  in  1908. 

On  the  north  side  of  West  22d  Street,  just  around  the  corner 
from  Fifth  Avenue,  once  lived  S.  F.  B.  Morse,  the  inventor  of  the 
electric  telegraph. 

Between  12th  and  11th  Streets,  on  the  west  side  of  Fifth  Ave- 
nue, is  the  Old  First  Presbyterian  Church,  (founded  in  Wall 
Street,  in  1719,)  one  of  the  six  most  beautiful  churches  in  New 
York.  It  is  built  in  Perj)endicular  Gothic.  The  main  portion 
is  modeled  after  St.  Saviour's  at  Bath,  Eng. ;,  the  tower  being 
copied  from  the  celebrated  Magdalen  Chapel  at  Oxford  University. 

At  Sixth  Street  the  party  entered  Washington  Square,  once  a 
Potter's  Field  (1789-1823)  and  later  a  military  parade  ground. 
In  early  days  a  charming  stream  called  Minetta  Brook  flowed 
through  it  and  emptied  into  the  Hudson  at  an  Indian  Village 
called  Sappokanican,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  south- 
westward.  Washing-ton  Sqiiare  is  dominated  by  the  Washington 
Arch,  the  permanent  embodiment  of  the  design  of  a  temporary 
arch  erected  in  1889  for  the  celebration  of  the  centennial  of 
Washington's  inauguration.  It  was  designed  by  the  late  Stan- 
ford White  and  cost  $128,000.  It  is  70  feet  high.  .  In  the  park 
are  a  statue  of  Garibaldi  (once  a  resident  of  'New  York)  by 
Turini,  and  a  bust  of  Holley  (inventor  of  Bessemer  steel)  by 
Ward.  At  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Square  is  one  of  the  ISTew 
York  University  Buildings  —  the  others  being  in  University 
Heights  in  the  Borough  of  the  Bronx.  In  the  old  University 
building  which  preceded  the  present  one,  Morse  experimented  with 
the  electric  telegraph,  and  Draper  perfected  the  daguerreotype. 
There  was  taken  the  first  photograph  of  the  human  face.  A 
prominent  biiilding  on  the  south  side  of  the  Square  is  the  Judson 
Memorial  Church  (Baptist). 
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Turning  westward  to  Sixth  Avenne,  and  down  Sixth  Avenue 
to  Cannine  Street,  the  pilgrims  were  well  within  the  precincts 
of  Greenwich  Village,  the  oldest  white  settlement  on  Manhattan 
Island  after  ISTew  Amsterdam  itself.  It  is  named  after  old  Green- 
wich, now  a  part  of  London.  Many  influential  families  and 
famous  men  once  lived  in  this  section,  and  occasional  features  of 
colonial  architectm-e  may  be  noticed  in  some  of  the  old  houses. 
At  Carmine  and  Varick  Streets  the  pilgrims  noticed  the  extensive 
destruction  then  going  on  in  Greenwich  for  the  southward  exten- 
sion of  Seventh  Avenue  to  connect  with  Varick  Street. 

Turning  down  Varick  Street,  the  party  saw  the  uncompleted 
work  of  widening  that  thoroughfare,  which  looked  like  the  path 
of  a  cyclone  —  an  excellent  illustration  of  the  enormous  destruc- 
tion constantly  going  on  in  ISTew  York  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
gTowing  City.  The  new  Seventh  Avenue  subway  line  is  to  run 
under  this  street. 

Canal  Street,  which  crosses  Varick  diagonally,  marks  a  topo- 
gTaphical  depression  through  which  once  flowed  a  stream,  drain- 
ing the  Lispenard  Meadows.  A  canal  from  the  now  extinct  Col- 
lect Pond  to  the  Hudson  Eiver  was  once  projected  to  be  built 
along  the  line  of  this  street,  thus  giving  it  its  name. 
^  Turning  westward  through  Canal  Street  and  southward  through 
Hudson  Street,  the  company  passed  at  Desbrosses  Street  over  the 
spot  where  stood  the  house  of  Leonard  Lispenard  in  which  Wash- 
ington was  entertained  June  25,  1775.  At  that  time  this  spot 
was  "  out  in  the  country,"  Lispenard's  house  standing  in  the 
midst  of  an  extensive  fann.  On  that  occasion,  Washington  and 
his  escort  departed  for  the  City  by  way  of  a  winding  road  which 
led  them  to  the  Greenwich  Road,  now  Greenwich  Street,  which 
runs  one  block  west  of  Hudson  Street.  The  Greenwich  Road  ran 
along  the  shore  of  the  Hudson  River  in  1775.  The  blocks  west 
of  Greenwich  Street  are  made  land.  Through  Greenwich  Street 
runs  the  successor  of  the  first  Elevated  Railroad.  The  original 
single  track  structure,  begun  in  1866,  and  run  by  cable,  was 
long  an  object  of  ridicule.  Later  enlarged  and  operated  by  steam 
engine,  it  has  developed  into  an  electrically  operated  system  which 
now  carries  in  Greater  'New  York  abont  1,600,000  passengers  a 
day. 


110    American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society 

On  account  of  tlie  presence  of  the  elevated  tracks  in  Greenwicli 
Street,  the  pilgrims  went  down  Hudson  Street  one  block  from 
Desbrosses  Street  to  Vestry,  eastward  through  Vestry  to  Varick, 
and  down  Varick  past  old  St.  John's  Chapel.  This  fine  specimen 
of  colonial  church  architecture,  erected  in  1803—7,  and  belonging 
to  Trinity  Parish,  is  threatened  with  destruction  in  consequence 
of  the  widening  of  Varick  Street.  The  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution  have  joined  with  other  civic  bodies  in  begging  the 
City  tO'  spare  the  church,  and  let  the  sidewalk  run  through  the 
portico,  as  in  the  case  of  old  St.  Michael's  Church  in  Charleston, 
S.  C.  The  New  York  Central  Railroad  freight  house  opposite 
St.  John's  Chapel  occupies  the  site  of  the  once  beautiful  St.  John's 
Park,  around  which  dwelt  many  fashionable  families  at  the  time. 

Turning  westward  through  Beach  Street  and  down  Hudson 
Street  again,  the  party  reached  West  Broadway  at  Chambers 
Street.  Continuing  down  West  Broadway  (under  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue elevated  road)  two  blocks  to  Murray  Street,  they  came  to  the 
site  of  old  King's  College  (the  mother  of  Colmnbia  University) 
which  stood  in  the  block  bounded  by  Murray  Street,  Church 
Street,  Park  Place  and  West  Broadway.  Alexander  Hamilton 
was  a  student  here  at  the  time  of  Washington's  passage  through 
the  City  in  1775. 

Turning  eastward  through  Murray  Street,  at  Broadway  the 
company  arrived  at  City  Hall  Park,  the  ancient  Common  of  ISTew 
York  City.  Here  the  Liberty  Boys  rallied  around  their  Liberty 
Poles  from  the  beginning  of  the  Stamp'  Act  troubles  up  to  the 
Revolution.  Here  Hamilton  drilled  his  artillery  company. 
Here  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  read,  July  9,  1776, 
in  the  presence  of  Washington  and  the  Continental  Army.  A 
vast  amount  of  history,  from  the  Dutch  period  to  the  present, 
centers  around  this  Park. 

The  City  Hall,  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  Italian  Renais- 
sance architecture  in  America,  was  built  in  1803—1812.  It  is 
the  City's  third  City  Hall.  It  has  been  the  scene  of  innumerable 
civic  functions  connected  with  the  history  of  tlie  City  and  Country. 
The  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  helped  to  preserve  it  when 
threatened  with  removal  in  1894.  In  the  Governor's  Room  of 
the  City  Hall  is  some  of  the  furniture  used  by  the  first  United 
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States  CongTess  and  the  table  used  by  Washington.  In  front  of 
the  building  is  a  statue  of  jSTathan  Hale  bv  j\[acMonnies,  erected 
by  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution, 

At  the  City  Hall  the  PilgTims  left  their  carriages  and  were 
received  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  John  Purroy  Mitchel: 

To  the  northeastward  of  the  City  Hall  is  the  new  Municipal 
Building  (560  feet  from  sidewalk  to  base  of  statue  of  Civic  Fame) 
and  to  the  eastward  is  the  entrance  to  the  Brooklyn  Bridge.  South 
■of  the  bridge  in  order  are  the  buildings  of  the  World,  Sun  and 
Tribune  facing  Printing  House  Square.  In  an  alcove  of  the 
Tribune  Building  is  a  statue  of  Horace  Greeley.  In  Printing 
House  Square  is  a  statue  of  Franklin ;  a  favorite  foruna  for  social- 
ists. South  of  City  Hall  Park  is  the  Post  Office,  and  southwest- 
ward  —  occupying  the  block  on  the  west  side  of  Broadway  be- 
tween Paflv  Place  and  Barclay  Street, —  is  the  beautiful  Wool- 
worth  Building.  This  building,  erected  by  the  proprietor  of  the 
great  system  of  five-and-ten-cent  stores,  is  750  feet  high,  being  the 
tallest  building  in  the  world.*  It  is  195  feet  taller  than  the 
V\'ashington  Monument  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  planking  in  the  roadway  of  Broadway  here  and  elsewhere 
tjovers  the  work  of  the  new  Broadway  subway  line. 

Going  down  Broadway,  immediately  south  of  the  Woolworth 
Building,  between  Barclay  and  Vesey  Streets,  stands  the  northern 
lialf  of  the  old  Astor  House.  The  southern  half  has  been  demol- 
ished in  connection  with  the  subway  work. 

St.  Paul's  Chapel  (built  in  1764-66)  of  Trinity  Parish  oc- 
cupies the  next  Ijlock  to  the  southward  between  Vesey  and  Fulton 
Streets.  Here  Washington  worshipped  after  his  inauguration  in 
1789.  The  church  faces  the  west  in  order  that  the  altar  may  be 
in  the  east  end.  In  the  portico  of  the  east  end  may  be  seen  the 
monument  erected  by  Congress  to  Gen.  Montgomery,  who  fell  at 
Quebec  in  1775. 

Opposite  St.  Paul's  Chapel,  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Ann 
Street  and  Broadway,  is  the  Saint  Paul  Building  in  which  the 
Empire  State  Society  of  the  Sous  of  the  American  Revolution 
has  its  headquarters.  It  stands  on  the  site  of  Bicker's  Tavern 
which  was  bought  by  the  Sons  of  Liberty  just  before  the  Revolu- 


*  Tlie  Eiffel  Tower,  935  feet  liigli,  is  not  considered  a  building. 
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tion  for  a  meeting  place  and  was  renamed  Hampden  Hall.  Later 
it  was  tlie  site  of  Scudder's  and  Bai-num's  Mnsenms. 

The  Singer  Building  (612  feet  liigh)  on  the  west  side  of  Broad- 
way between  Cortlandt  and  Liberty  Streets,  was  once  the  tallest 
building  in  ISTew  York.  It  is  now  exceeded  by  the  Woolworth 
Building,  and  the  Metropolitan  Life  Building  before  mentioned. 

Two  blocks  south  of  the  Singer  Building,  between  Cedar  and 
Thames  Streets,  the  United  States  Realty  Building  at  Wo.  115 
Broadway  stands  on  the  site  of  the  tavern  variously  known  as 
the  Province  Arms,  the  City  Arms  and  Burns  Coffee  House, 
in  which  the  first  Non-Importation  Agreement  was  adopted  Oct. 
31,  1765. 

Next  South  of  the  Realty  Building  at  No.  Ill  Broadway  is 
the  Trinity  Building,  adjoining  Trinity  Church-yard  and  bor- 
rowing from  the  church  a  Gothic  note  in  its  architecture. 

Opposite  the  Realty  and  Trinity  Buildings  on  the  east  side 
of  Broadway,  between  Cedar  and  Pine  Streets,  is  being  built 
the  new  Equitable  Life  Building  in  place  of  the  one  destroyed 
by  fire  in  January,  1912. 

On  the  west  side  of  Broadway,  in  Trinity  Church-yard,  opposite 
Pine  Street,  is  a  Gothic  monument  "  to  the  memory  of  those 
brave  and  good  men  who  died  whilst  imprisoned  in  this  City 
for  their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  American  Independence."  Be- 
tween this  monument  and  the  church  are  many  old  graves  marked 
by  quaintly  shaped  and  inscribed  gTave-stones.  The  oldest  is 
dated  1681.  Among  the  famous  people  buried  in  this  church- 
yard are  Alexander  Hamilton,  Capt.  James  Lawrence  (who  said 
"  Don't  give  up  the  Ship  "),  Marinus  Willett,  Gen.  Phil  Kearney, 
Robert  Fulton,  Francis  and  Morgan  Lewis,  the  English  Gov- 
ernors, Sir  Henry  Moore,  Sir  Danvers  Osborne  and  James 
Delancey,  Lady  Cornbury,  and  Charlotte  Temple  of  pathetic 
memory. 

Trinity  Church,  opposite  the  head  of  Wall  Street,  is  one  of 
the  six  most  beautiful  specimens  of  church  architecture  in  the 
City.  The  Trinity  Corporation  is  the  wealthiest  single  church 
OTganization  in  the  United  States.  The  original  church  building,, 
erected  1696-7,  was  burned  in  the  great  fire  of  Sept.  21,  1776,. 
six  days  after  the  capture  of  the  city  by  the  British.    It  was 
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rebuilt  in  1788-90,  and  supplanted  by  the  present  Gothic  struc- 
ture in  1839-46.  The  spire,  284  feet  high,  is  now  dominated 
by  the  surromiding  sky-scrapers."  The  superb  bronze  doors, 
depicting  biblical  and  local  historical  scenes,  are  sometimes  mis- 
taken for  a  wayside  shrine  by  immigrants  who  go  ap  Broadway 
for  the  first  time  and  who  are  sometimes  seen  kneeling  on  the 
doorsteps  in  prayer.  The  church  stands  on  land  granted  by 
the  English  Government  in  1097,  in  the  reign  of  William  and 
Mary,  the  location  being  fixed  "  in  or  near  to  a  street  without 
the  north  gate  of  the  city  commonly  called  Broadway."  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  Revolution  the  church  was  closed  on  account  of  the 
popular  feeling  against  the  persistent  offering  of  prayers  for  the 
King,  as  required  by  the  ritual  of  the  Church  of  England.  After 
the  British  captured  ISTew  York  on  Sept.  15,  1776,  the  church 
was  reopened,  but  was  soon  burned  as  before  stated. 

As,  when  in  London,  one  goes  from  Bishopsgate  Street  Without 
to  Bishopsgate  Street  Within  he  passes  into  the  precincts  of  the 
ancient  walled  City  of  London,  so  when  he  goes  down  Broadway 
past  Trinity  Church,  he  enters  the  limits  of  the  ancient  walled 
City  of  jSTew  Amsterdam,  later  'New  York.  Wall  Street  marks 
the  line  of  the  City  Wall,  erected  in  1653  by  the  Dutch  and  re- 
moved in  1699  by  the  English.  The  Wall  reached  from  the 
Hudson  River  to  the  East  River,  the  portion  west  of  Broadway 
bending  southward  slightly.  At  Broadway  was  a  gateway,  cor- 
responding to  the  Bishops-gate  in  the  old  Roman  Wall  of  London. 

Continuing  down  "  Broadway  Within,"  one  soon  begins  to 
notice  the  narrow  and  crooked  side  streets  and  sdlejs  which  gen- 
erally betoken  the  oldest  part  of  any  city. 

The  vacant  lot  at  I^o.  50  Broadway  (east  side)  opposite  the 
Hamburg-American  Building  is  the  site  of  the  first  steel  frame 
building  in  the  United  States,  erected  only  25  years  ago,  and 
recently  demolished.  Although  only  ten  stories  high,  that  first 
"sky-scraper  "  created  amazement  at  the  time  of  its  erection  and 
fear  that  it  would  blow  over. 

At  the  foot  of  Broadway  is  Bowling  Green.  Bowling  Green 
was  the  parade  ground  and  market  field  in  front  of  Fort  Amster- 
dam and  its  successors.  In  1732  it  was  made  into  the  first  City 
Park.    The  Stamp  Act  Riot  in  1765  centered  here  when  Gov. 
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Colden's  ooacli  and  effigy  were  burned  before  tlie  frowning  guns 
of  the  fort.  In  1770,  a  gilded  lead  equestrian  statue  of  George  III 
was  erected  here,  but  was  torn  down  by  the  Americans  on  July 
9,  1776,  after  the  reading  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  on 
the  Conunon,  and  was  melted  up  into  42,000  bullets  for  the  Con-  j] 
tinental  Army.  The  iron  fence  still  surrounding  the  little  park 
was  brought  from  England  in  1771 ;  the  iron  balls  crowning  the 
posts  were  broken  off  during  the  Revolution.  During  the  Revolu- 
tion, Bowling  Green  was  a  place  of  interment.*  In  the  park  is 
a  statue  of  Abraham  De  Peyster,  Mayor  in  1691—5  and  the 
holder  of  many  colonial  offices.  Here  Washington  reviewed  the 
Federal  Procession  in  1787  and  many  other  historical  events 
occurred. 

Facing  Bowling  Green  on  the  east  and  west  sides  lived  some 
of  the  most  distinguished  families  of  the  Colonial  and  Revolu- 
tionary Periods,  and  the  chief  officers  of  the  American  and  British 
Armies  made  their  headquarters  in  this  neighborhood.  At  !N^o.  1 
Broadway,  on  the  west  side  of  Bowling  Green,  stood  the  house 
of  Capt.  Archibald  Kennedy,  R.  K".,  which  was  occupied  during 
the  Revolution  by  Gens.  Putnam,  Clinton  and  Carleton  and 
King  "  Sears.  Here  Washington,  after  refusing  to  receive  from 
Lord  Howe  a  messenger  accredited  to  "  George  Washington, 
Esquire,"  later,  as  recognized  Commander-in-Chief,  received  the 
British  emissary  with  due  honors. 

The  United  States  Custom  House  south  of  Bowling  Green 
stands  on  the  site  of  Fort  Amsterdam  and,  its  successors.  Here 
is  the  Cradle  of  'New  York.  Here  the  Dutch  settled  ISTew  Amster- 
dam in  1626.  The  English  captured  the  fort  and  town  in  1664; 
lost  them  tempoTarily  to  the  Dutch  in  1673 ;  repossessed  them 
in  1674;  abandoned  them  to  the  Americans  June  6,  1775;  cap- 
tured them  Sept.  15,  1776 ;  and  finally  evacuated  them  'Nov.  25, 
1783.  The  fort,  lastly  called  Fort  George,  was  demolished  in 
1790.    A  stone,  marking  the  site  of  the  southwest  bastion,  may 

*  The  Eev.  Mr.  Shewkirk,  pastor  of  the  Moravian  Churcli,  in  his  diary  pub- 
lished in  volume  III  of  Memoirs  of  tlie  Long  Island  Historical  Society,  under 
date  of  Friday,  July  12,  1776,  describes  the  bombardment  of  the  City  by 
British  warships  passing  up  the  North  River  that  day  and  says  that  six  men 
were  killed,  and  adds:  "The  six  v/ere  put  this  evening  into  one  grave  on  the 
Bowling  Green." 
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be  seen  in  the  lawn  of  Battery  Park  at  the  edge  of  the  sidewalk 
GO  feet  south  of  the  Subway  entrance.  After  the  demolition  of 
the  Fort,  a  Government  House  for  the  acxiommodation  of  Wash- 
ington was  erected  on  the  spot  but  was  not  occupied  by  him.  Gen. 
George  Clinton  and  John  Jay  lived  in  it.  The  present  Custom 
House,  completed  in  1907,  has  some  fine  symbolical  statuary  on 
the  outside  and  several  historical  tablets  inside. 

The  prolongation  of  Broadway  on  the  east  side  of  the  Custom 
House  is  called  Whitehall  Street  and  on  the  west  side  State 
Street. 

Continuing  down  State  Street,  one  sees  on  the  right  hand 
Battery  Park,  so  named  from  the  batteries  which  formerly  lined 
the  shore  close  under  the  ramparts  of  Port  George.  Most  of 
Battery  Park  is  made-land.  On  the  westez-n  water-front  is  seen 
a  low  circular  building,  erected  about  1811  as  a  fort  called  the 
Southwest  Battery  or  Castle  Clinton;  later  Castle  Garden,  an 
amusement  resort  in  which  Jenny  Lind  and  many  other  famous 
persons  appeared;  still  later  the  immigration  bureau  through 
which  millions  of  foreigners  have  entered  the  United  States;  now 
an  aquarium.  When  built,  the  fort  stood  out  in  the  water  about 
300  feet  from  shore,  with  which  it  was  connected  by  a  bridge. 
The  late  Robert  B.  Roosevelt,  uncle  of  President  Roosevelt,  has 
told  how  he  and  other  boys  used  to  sit  on  the  bridge  and  fish. 

In  the  Park  are  statues  of  Verrazzano,  who  discovered  the 
harbor  in  1524,  and  Ericsson,  the  inventor  of  the  Monitor.  In 
the  harbor  to  the  southwestward  may  be  seen  Baz'tholdi's  Statue 
of  Liberty,  and  toward  the  south  Governor's  Island,  the  United 
States  Military  Headquarters  of  the  Department  of  the  East. 
The  round  fort  on  the  west  side  of  Governor's  Island,  Castle 
Williams,  erected  in  1811,  is  now  used  as  a  military  prison. 
Governor's  Island  is  replete  with  history  from  the  days  of  the 
Indians.    It  was  fortified  in  the  Revolution. 

As  State  Street  curves  around  to  the  southeastward  the  view 
of  Governor's  Island  is  cut  off  i>y  the  new  Barge  Office,  the 
arcaded  building  on  the  south  water-front  of  Battery  Park,  now 
used  as  the  headquarters  of  the  Bureau  of  Immigration.  Adjoin- 
ing it  on  the  east  are  the  terminals  of  the  ferries  to  Governor's 
Island  and  Staten  Island. 
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Arriving  at  Whitehall  Street,  the  pilgrims  turned  northward 
and  passed  the  Army  Building  on  the  east  side  between  Water 
and  Pearl  Streets. 

Turning  eastward  into  Pearl  Street,  the  route  followed  the 
ancient  water-front  of  the  City,  now  several  blocks  inland.  Like 
a  similar  street  in  London,  it  was  once  called  the  Strand.  Later 
it  was  called  Queen  Street,  but  in  the  revulsion  of  feeling  after 
the  Revolution,  the  name  Queen  Street,  like  several  other  names 
suggesting  monarchical  ideas,  was  abolished  and  the  name  Pearl 
Street,  which  had  formerly  been  used,  was  resumed. 

On  the  southeast  corner  of  Pearl  and  Broad  Streets  is  Praunces^ 
Tavern.  The  original  building,  built  by  Etienne  Delancey  in 
1719  it  is  believed,  has  had  a  remarkable  history  as  a  residence, 
warehouse  and  tavern.  In  it  were  held  meetings  to  consider  the 
second  JSTon-Importation  Agreement  (1769),  and  meetings  of 
the  Sons  of  Liberty,  Committee  of  Correspondence  and  Vigilance 
Committee.  .  From  it,  on  April  29,  1774,  proceeded  the  ISTew 
York  Tea  Party  (not  disgaiised  as  their  Boston  Brethren  were 
the  previous  December)  who  dumped  the  cargo  of  the  ship  London 
into  the  harbor.  In  the  Long  Boom  of  the  Tavern  Washington 
was  banqueted  on  his  triumphal  entry  intO'  the  City,  ISTov.  25, 
1783,  and  here  he  bade  farewell  to  his  officers  Dec.  4,  1783.  The 
Sons  of  the  Revolution  acquired  the  building  in  1904  and  rebuilt 
it  in  its  present  form,  preserving  as  much  of  the  original  material 
as  possible. 

About  225  feet  east  of  Fraunces'  Tavern,  on  the  north  side 
of  Pearl  Street  (IsFo.  73)  stood  the  old  Dutch  Stadt  Huys  of  'New 
Amsterdam,  the  first  City  Hall  of  'New  York,  erected  1641—2. 

Proceeding  up  Broad  Street,  the  party  followed  the  course  of 
an  obsolete  creek  or  inlet,  converted  by  the  Dutch  into  a  canal 
known  as  the  Heere  Gracht.  The  breadth  of  the  Street  is  due 
to  the  former  existence  of  that  indispensable  feature  of  a  Dutch 
city. 

On  the  southeast  corner  of  Beaver  Street  (named  from  the 
early  denizens  of  the  locality),  is  the  Consolidated  Stock  Ex- 
change, and  on  the  building  on  the  northwest  corner  is  a  tablet 
commemorating  the  exploit  of  Marinus  Willett,  under  whose 
leadership  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  on  June  6,  1775,  seized  some 
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cartloads  of  anus  which  the  British  attempted  to  remove  from  the 
City. 

In,  the  next  block,  between  Exchange  Place  and  Wall  Street, 
on  the  west  side  of  Broad,  the  building  with  Corinthian  columns 
and  sculjDtiu-ed  pediment  is  the  famous  J^ew  York  Stock  Ex- 
change, and  opposite  to  it,  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Wall  and 
Broad  Streets,  is  the  new  building  of  J.  P.  Morgan  «&  Co.  This 
is  the  very  heart  of  the  financial  district  of  the  city.  Erom  within 
a  radius  of  a  few  hundred  feet,  more  influence  is  exerted  on  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  world  than  from  any  other  place  of  equal 
size.  Alexander  Hamilton,  when  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  had 
his  office  at  JSTo.  31-33  Wall  Street,  now  covered  by  part  of  the 
Morgan  Building. 

On  the  north  side  of  Wall  Street,  at  the  head  of  Broad,  stands 
the  United  States  Sub-Treasury,  covering  part  of  the  site  of  the 
second  City  Hall.  The  latter  (erected  1699-1700)  was  used  also 
as  a  Court  House,  Prison,  State  House  when  New  York  was  the 
State  Capital  and  Federal  Hall  when  this  was  the  JSTational 
Capital.  The  Sub-Treasury  was  begun  in  1834.  In  front  of  the 
old  State  House  were  the  stocks,  cage  and  pillory.  In  the  building 
in  1735,  John  Peter  Zenger  was  tried  and  acquitted  of  libel,  estab- 
lishing the  freedom  of  the  press.  Here,  on  June  26,  1775,  the 
Provincial  Congress  adopted  an  address  to  Washington  as  he  was 
enroute  to  Cambridge  to  assiime  command  of  the  Continental 
Army.  Here,  on  April  30,  1789,  he  was  inaugurated  first  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States ;  and  here  Congress  enacted  many 
fundamental  laAvs  in  the  fonnative  period  of  our  National  History. 
Upon  the  steps  of  the  Sub-Treasury  is  a  fine  statue  of  Washington 
by  J.  Q.  A.  Ward,  erected  by  public  subscription  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Here  the  Pilgrims  paused  for  brief  exercises. 

Resuming  the  journey  and  going  eastward  one  block  through 
Wall  Street,  one  sees  on  the  southeast  comer  of  Wall  and  William 
Streets  a  double-colonnaded  building,  the  former  Custom  House, 
remodeled  and  occupied  by  the  National  City  Bank. 

Turning  up  William  Street,  four  short  blocks  bring  one  to  the 
depression  of  Maiden  Lane,  once  a  water-course.    Then  the  paity 
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ascended  the  slope  of  Golden  Hill  upon  which,  near  the  intersec- 
tion of  William  and  John  Streets,  was  fought  the  Battle  of  Golden 
Hill  on  Jan,  18,  17Y0,  between  the  Sons  of  Liberty  and  British 
soldiers.  This  conflict,  in  which  one  citizen  was  killed,  three 
wounded,  and  many  injured,  antedated  the  Boston  "  Massacre  " 
by  more  than  five  weeks  and  was  the  first  bloodshed  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

At  ISTo.  122-124  William  Street  (east  side,  between  John  and 
Fulton  Streets)  may  be  seen  a  building  of  yellow  Dutch  brick 
and  with  dormer  windows  in  the  roof,  over  150  years  old  —  said 
to  have  been  the  Golden  Hill  Inn,  a  favorite  meeting  place  of 
the  Sons  of  Liberty. 

Turning  westward  through  Fulton  Street  and  northward 
through  Nassau  Street  and  Park  Row  the  pilgrims  passed  the 
entrance  to  Brooklyn  Bridge. 

Brooklyn  Bridge  is  the  first  of  the  great  East  River  bridges,, 
begun  1870,  and  opened  to  traffic  in  1883.  The  bridge  proper  and 
approaches  are  5,989  feet  long,  the  central  span  being  1,595  feet 
long.    Its  cost  was  about  $15,000,000. 

Continuing  through  Park  Row  (formerly  Chatham  Street), 
the  pilgrims  proceeded  via  Chatham  Square  to  the  Bowery  and 
thence  eastward  across  the  new  Manhattan  Bridge  to  Brooklyn 
Borough,  and  through  Sands  Street  to  the  United  States  JSTavy 
Yard.  In  the  Wallabout  Bay,  now  occupied  by  the  ISTavy  Yard, 
were  anchored  the  British  prison  ships;  and  here  Washington 
embarked  his  army  on  the  night  of  August  29,  1776,  after  the 
battle  of  Brooklyn. 

Thence  they  went  by  way  of  JSTavy  Street  and  Myrtle  Avenue 
to  Fort  Greene  Park  and  paused  at  the  Martyrs'  Monument 
which  enshrines  the  remains  of  11,000  prison  ship  martyrs.  The 
monument,  erected  in  1908,  cost  $200,000.  Fort  Greene  Park 
was  the  site  of  Fort  Putnam  during  the  Revolution. 

Then  via  Cumberland  (also  called  Washing-ton  Pai'k),  Atlantic 
Avenue,  Carlton  Street  and  Flatbush  Avenue  to  the  Montauk 
Club  at  Eighth  Avenue,  where  the  pilgrims  rested  for  luncheon. 

After  luncheon  the  pilgrims  entered  Prospect  Park. 

The  Park,  516  acres  in  extent,  rivals  Central  Park  in  beauty. 
The  principal  entrance  on  Flatbush  avenue  is  adorned  by  an 
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imposing  Memorial  Arch  in  honor  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of 
the  Civil  War;  it  is  suiTQOunted  by  a  bronze  quadriga  by  Mac- 
Monnies. 

Entering  the  Park  and  following  the  East  Drive,  one  soon 
comes  to  Flatbush  Pass,  or  Battle  Pass,  marked  by  a  tablet.  Here 
Gen.  Sullivan's  brigade  took  position  on  the  morning  of  August 
27,  1776,  forming  the  American  center,  while  Gen.  Heister's 
Hessian  division  lay  on  the  Flatbush  side  beyond.  A  flanlc  move- 
ment by  the  British  on  the  American  left  by  which  the  enemy 
gained  the  American  rear  compelled  Sullivan  to  retreat,  but 
Sullivan  was  captured  with  many  of  his  comrades. 

Continuing  to  Lookout  Hill,  the  pilgrims  came  to  the  monu- 
ment erected  by  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  in  memory 
of  the  brave  Maryland  troops,  who,  at  a  point  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  west  of  the  monument  (outside  the  park),  practically 
saved  the  day  to  the  Americans. 

The  visitors  returned  to  MaJihattan  Borough  by  way  of  the 
Williamsburgh  Bridge,  and  arriving  at  the  Bowery,  were  able 
to  traverse,  along  that  ancient  thoroughfare,  a  part  of  Washing- 
ton's route  from  New  York  to  King's  Bridge  on  June  26,  1775, 
and  of  his  triumphal  entry  on  IsTov.  25,  1783. 

At  Cooper  Union  the  pilgrims  took  the  right  hand  road,  3d 
Avenue,  to  Stuyvesant  Street,  and  went  one  block  east  to  see  old 
St.  Marks-in-the-Bowery,  under  which  Peter  Stuyvesant,  the  last 
Dutch  Governor,  is  buried.  Many  other  notables  are  interred 
here. 

Going  up  2d  Avenue,  at  Stuyvesant  Square  is  seen  St. 
George's  Church,  one  of  the  prominent  Episcopal  churches  of 
the  City.  Thence  they  went  by  15th  Street  to  Fourth  Avenue 
and  up  Fourth  Avenue  and  its  continuance  Park  Avenue  to  37th 
Street.  There,  in  one  of  the  park  spaces,  is  a  tablet  marking 
the  site  of  the  house  in  which  lived  Mrs.  Murray,  the  Quaker 
lady,  who,  when  the  British  landed  at  the  foot  of  34th  Street 
on  Sept.  15,  1776,  detained  the  British  officers  by  her  winsome 
hospitality  while  the  American  army  effected  a  successful  retreat 
from  the  City.  By  her  successful  wiles  it  is  said  Mrs.  Murray 
saved  the  American  cause  that  day.  This  section  of  the  City 
is  called  Murray  Hill,  from  the  family  of  this  lady. 
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From  this  interesting  place  tlie  Pilgrims  returned  to  the  ELotel 
Ma,rtiniqne,  and  resumed  their  sight-seeing  the  following  day. 

Starting  out  again  and  going  east  through  32d  Street  to 
Fifth  Avenue  and  turning  northward  the  following  notable  build- 
ings were  passed  on  the  way  to  Central  Park. 

Between  37th  and  38th  Streets,  west  side,  the  Brick  Presby- 
terian Church;,  original  building,  1767,  was  near  City  Hall. 

Between  40th  and  42  d  Streets,  west  side,  the  ISTew  York  Public 
Library,  founded  by  Astor,  Tilden  and  Lenox,  and  partly  sup- 
ported by  the  City.  It  stands  on  the  site  of  the  old  Croton 
Eesen^oir  which  had  Egyptian  walls.  ISTear  here  Washington 
tried  to  rally  the  retreating  Americans  when  the  British  landed 
at  East  34th  Street,  Sept.  15,  1776,  and  was  nearly  captured. 

ISTorthwest  corner  of  48th  Street,  Collegiate  Dutch  Reformed 
Church,  representing  the  "  Church  in  the  Fort,"  dating  from 
the  foundation  of  the  City.  The  bell  was  cast  in  Amsterdam 
in  1728  and  has  had  a  varied  history. 

Between  50th  and  51st  Street,  east  side,  St.  Patrick's  Cathe-  - 
dral  (R.  C),  one  of  the  six  most  beautiful  ecclesiastical  monu- 
ments in  the  City. 

ITorthwest  comer  of  53d  Street,  St.  Thomas'  (P.  E.)  Church, 
recently  rebuilt  after  a  fire;  famous  for  its  "high  church" 
ritual. 

Between  57th  and  58th  Streets,  west  side,  surrounded  by  high 
iron  fence,  the  Vanderbilt  residence. 

At  59th  Street,  the  pilgrims  reached  Central  Park,  the  most 
famous  City  Park  in  the  United  States,  recently  much  deteri- 
orated. It  extends  from  59th  to  110th  Streets,  and  from  Fifth 
to  Eighth  Avenues,  contains  843  acres,  cost  of  acquisition  of  land 
$7,389,727,  additional  cost  of  maintenance  and  construction 
$20,000,000,  present  assessed  valuation  $250,000,000. 

At  the  entrance  to  the  Park  is  St.  Gaudens'  equestrian  statue 
of  Sherman.  A  quarter  of  a  mile  inside  the  Park,  on  the  right 
hand,  are  the  Menagerie  and  the  Arsenal  (1848),  the  latter  having 
once  been  the  headquarters  of  the  Park  Department.  At  the  top 
of  the  ascent  about  opposite  66th  Street,  is  the  Mall,  lined  on 
other  side  with  busts  and  statues.  Taking  the  right  hand  road, 
called  the  East  Drive,  one  catches  occasional  glimpses  of  Fifth 
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Avenue  paralleling  tlie  drive.  Opposite  82d  Street,  one  passes 
between  the  Metropolitan  Mnseum  of  Art  on  the  right  and  the 
Egyptian  Obelisk  on  the  left.  The  latter  came  from  Egypt. 
Also  on  the  left  are  two  Croton  Reservoirs.  ISTorth  of  the  obelisk 
is  a  small  statue  of  Hamilton.  When  opposite  91st  Street,  one 
can  see  Andrew  Carnegie's  residence  on  Fifth  Avenue,  occupying 
the  block  between  91st  and  92d  Streets.  From  the  94th  Street 
entrance  to  McGown's  Pass  Tavern  in  the  Park  opposite  104— 
105th  Streets,  the  pilgrims  traversed  a  part  of  the  ancient  Post 
Road  or  King's  Bridge  Road  over  which  Washington  passed 
June  26,  1775. 

The  heights  across  the  northern  end  of  Central  Park  border 
the  south  side  of  Harlem  Plain  and  are  historic  ground.  On  the 
crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of  McGovm's  Pass  Tavern,  the  pilgrims 
stood  on  the  line  of  the  works  thrown  up'  by  the  British  across 
the  island  from  the  Hudson  to  the  East  River  when  they  cap- 
tured the  City,  Sept.  15,  1776.  A  portion  of  the  fleeing  Ameri- 
can army  escaped  to  the  northward  over  this  road  and  through 
McGown's  Pass.  The  Pass  is  the  hollow  in  the  lawn  slope  looking 
down  hill  to  the  northeastward  toward  Harlem  Mere.  On  the 
elevation  immediately  at  the  left,  opposite  the  Tavern,  stood  a 
British  work  in  1776-83,  and  Fort  Fish  in  1814.  On  an  eminence 
to  the  northeast,  where  a  cannon  is  now  mounted,  was  another 
British  work  in  the  Revolution,  and  Fort  Clinton  in  1814. 
Earthworks  are  still  traceable  from  Fort  Clinton  northwestward 
to  JSTutter's  Battery.  McGown's  Pass  has  been  a  tavern  site 
from  the  days  of  the  Dutch.  From  the  standpoint  in  front  of 
the  Tavern,  the  ancient  road  (now  obliterated)  went  dowoi  the 
hill  toward  the  northeast  and  just  beyond  the  Pass  forked,  one 
branch  going  northeastward  to  Harlem  Village,  the  other  going 
northwestward  and  eventually  to  King-'s  Bridge.  The  present 
drive  from  this  point  northward  is  modem.  The  pilgrims  fol- 
lowed the  winding  drive  northward  and  westward,  to  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  Park  at  8th  Avenue  and  110th  Street,  and 
went  westward  throiigh  Cathedral  Parkway  to  Amsterdam 
Avenue. 

Turning  northward  through  the  latter  they  passed  over  the 
field  on  the  Battle  of  Harlem,  Sept.  16,  1776.  Morningside 
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Heights  border  Harlem  Plain  on  tlie  west  and  in  Revolutionary 
histories  are  sometimes  called  Harlem  Heights.  On  the  right, 
between  110th  and  113th  Streets,  is  the  partially  completed 
Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine  (P.  E.).  From  the  Cathedral 
grounds  is  an  extended  view  over  Harlem  Plains,  now  a  sea  of 
roofs,  to  the  hills  beyond.  On  the  east  side  of  Amsterdam  Avenue 
between  113th  and  114th  Streets,  is  St.  Luke's  Hospital.  At 
116th  Street  the  party  turned  westward  between  the  buildings 
of  Columbia  University.  In  the  Library  Building  with  large 
dome  on  the  north  side  of  the  street  is  preserved  the  copper  crown 
which  surmounted  the  old  King's  College  from  which  Columbia 
University  is  descended.  Turning  northward  at  Broadway  one 
sees  on  the  foundation  of  one  of  the  University  Buildings  on 
the  east  side  of  the  street  a  tablet  commemorating  the  Battle  of 
Harlem.  Between  119th  and  120th  Streets  on  the  west  side  en- 
closed by  a  high  board  fence,  are  the  grounds  of  Barnard  Col- 
lege —  the  site  of  the  "  bloody  buckwheat  field  "  of  the  Battle 
of  Harlem,  where  the  most  desperate  fighting  took  place.  Going 
westward  through  120th  Street  the  pilgrims  came  to  Riverside 
Drive,  commanding  a  superb  view  of  the  Hudson  River.  River- 
side Drive,  beginning  at  72d  Street,  and  extending  to  Dyckman 
Street  (about  Y  mile?)  will  eventually  be  extended  to  the  north 
end  of  the  island.  Turning  northward  along  this  Drive,  at  122d 
Street  the  visitors  came  to  Grant's  Tomb  in  which  the  General 
and  his  wife  are  buried. 

Passing  the  Tomb  and  going  down  grade,  the  distance  of  four 
blocks,  they  came  to  the  Claremont  Hotel  (Park  property). 
This  house,  built  soon  after  the  Revolution  by  Michael  Hogan, 
was  named  Claremont  after  the  residence  in  Surrey  of  Prince 
William,  afterwards  King  William  IV,  Ilogan's  fellow  midship- 
man. It  was  occupied  by  Viscount  Courtenay  and  in  1815  be- 
came the  residence  of  Joseph  Bonaparte. 

The  view  from  this  point  is  exceptional.  Across  the  Hudson 
are  the  Palisades,  and  the  most  prominent  point  northward  on 
the  west  side  is  Hook  Mountain.  On  the  east  side,  the  low  lying 
point  21/2  miles  distant  is  Fort  Washington  Point.  In  the  im- 
mediate foreground ,  the  valley  spanned  by  the  Riverside  Drive 
Viadnct  is  the  famons  Hollow  Way  of  the  Revolution. 
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From  this  standpoint  the  Battle  of  Harlem  is  easily  imder- 
stood.  When  the  British  landed  Sept.  15,  1776,  the  Americana 
fled  to  the  heights  north  of  the  Hollow  Way.  The  British  en- 
trenched a  mile  and  a  half  farther  south  on  the  line  of  104:th 
Street.  Early  in  the  morning  of  Sept.  16th,  a  scouting  party 
of  Americans  came  down  across  the  Hollow  Way  and  explored  as 
far  as  the  British  pickets  near  104th  Street,  but  were  driven 
back  to  their  lines  north  of  the  Hollow  Way.  At  Claremont,  the 
British  bugler  sounded  the  taimting  ''fox  chase"  at  the  Ameri- 
cans. Later  in  the  day,  Vrashington  came  down  from  his  head- 
quarters in  160th  Street  to  the  heights  opposite  Claremont  and 
witnessed  the  main  battle.  The  Americans  tried  to  entice  the 
British  down  into  the  Hollow  Way  while  flanking  parties  as- 
cended Momingside  Heights  with  a  view  to  striking  them  in 
the  rear.  "The  flanking  movement  was  discovered,  and  the  tide 
of  battle  surged  up  the  heights  and  southward  over  the  ground 
just  traversed.  The  Americans  drove  the  British  to  their  lines, 
and  then  returned  to  their  ovra  north  of  the  Hollow  AVay.  ISTot- 
withstanding  the  loss  of  Col.  Knowlton  and  others,  it  was  an 
inspiriting  American  victory  after  the  defeat  in  Brooklyn. 

Eesuming  their  journey,  the  pilgrims  crossed  the  Viaduct  and 
continued  to  136th  Street,  thence  eastward  to  Amsterdam  Avenue, 
thence  northward  to  141st  Street.  On  Amsterdam  Avenue,  they 
passed  the  superb  group  of  buildings  of  the  College  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Avenue. 

Going  east  one  block  through  141st  Street,  and  turning  north 
into  Convent  Avenue  past  St.  Luke's  (P.  E.)  Church  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  141st  Street  and  the  avenue,  the  visitors  saw, 
next  north  of  the  church,  Hamilton  Grange,  the  home  of  Alex- 
ander Hamilton,  from  which  he  departed  to  the  fatal  duel  in 
1804.  It  foraierly  stood  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  a 
block  farther  north.   It  is  now  the  church  rectory. 

Continuing  up  Convent  Avenue,  at  152d  Street  they  came 
into  St.  jSTicholas  Avenue,  and  again  travei'sed  for  half  a  mile 
a  part  of  Washington's  journey  in  June,  177.5. 

At  160th  Street,  a  detour  of  one  short  block  to  the  right  brought 
them  to  Washington's  headquarters;  built  about  1765  by  Col. 
Roger  Aforris  who  married  one  of  Washington's  sweethearts, 
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Mary  Pliilipse.  The  Morrises  were  tories  and  fled  on  tlie  o^ut- 
break  of  the  Revolution.  The  building  was  later  occupied  by 
Stephen  Jumelj  whose  widow  Aaron  Burr  married.  (See  page 
160.)  From  this  point  there  is  a  fine  view  of  the  Harlem  River 
and  beyond. 

Going  up  Jumel  Terrace  to  162d  Street,  they  turned  westward 
to  Broadway  and  thence  northward  to^  181st  Street,  westward 
through  181st  to  Fort  Washington  Avenue,  and  northward 
through  the  latter  the  distance  of  two  blocks  tO'  the  crest  of  the 
hill.  Here  on  the  west  side  of  the  avenue  on  property  of  James 
Gordon  Bennett  is  a  monument,  surmounted  by  a  cannon,  mark- 
ing the  site  of  the  northeast  bastion  of  Fort  Washington.  A  few 
feet  north  of  this  is  the  highest  point  on  Manhattan  Island. 

The  Battle  of  Fort  Washington  on  IsTovember  16,  1776,  raged 
over  all  the  island  from  the  Hollow  Way  to  Spuyten  Duyvil 
Creek.  The  Hessians  under  Knyphausen  swarmed  dovm  from 
King's  Bridge  on  the  north ;  the  British  under  Comwallis  and 
the  Highlanders  under  Leslie  crossed  the  Harlem  on  the  east; 
the  British  under  Earl  Percy  and  another  brigade  of  Hessians' 
under  Stirn  swept  up  from  the  south,  and  the  British  ship  Pearl- 
poured  in  shot  from  the  west.  The  3,000  Americans  under  Col. 
Magaw  stood  no  chance  against  15,000  trained  British  troops 
and  after  desperate  fighting,  the  survivors  were  taken  prisoners. 
Washington,  whose  headquarters  were  then  in  ISTew  Jersey,  was 
on  the  battlefield  a  while,  but  escaped  across  the  river  just  in 
time. 

Proceeding  northward  along  Fort  Washington  Avenue,  abo'Ut 
seven-tenths  of  a  mile,  the  visitors  passed  a  monument  erected 
by  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society,  on 
property  of  C.  K.  G.  Billings,  marking  the  site  of  Fort  Tryon, 
an  outwork  of  Fort  Washington.  Here  the  Americans  made  a 
desperate  but  ineffectual  stand  on  ISTovember  16,  1776.  Here 
Margaret  Corbin  served  a  cannon  after  her  husband  was  shot 
and  was  herself  desperately  wounded.  She  was  afterward 
pensioned  by  the  government.     (See  page  140.) 

North  of  Fort  Tryon,  Fort  Washington  Avenue  winds  down 
the  steep  slopes  up  which  the  Hessians  charged  ISTovember  16, 
1776,  and  again  reaches  Broadway  in  the  latitude  of  what 
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would  be  197tli  Street,  if  there  were  such  a  street.  Looking  to 
the  southeast  one  sees  about  one-third  of  a  mile  distant,  the 
eminence  of  Laurel  Hill  on  which  the  British  erected  a  second 
Fort  George  after  their  capture  of  Fort  Washington.  Just  north 
of  Fort  George  Hill  (as  now  called)  is  what  remains  of  Shennan 
Creek,  an  inlet  of  the  Harlem  River,  at  the  mouth  of  which  creek 
the  British  xmder  Cornwallis  landed  to  attack  Fort  Washington. 
On  the  Heights  of  Foi'dham,  now  called  University  Heights,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Harlem  opposite  Sherman  Creek,  stands  ISTew 
York  University  (with  Hall  of  Fame)  on  the  site  of  FoTt  No.  8, 
which  covered  the  British  landing.  On  the  flats,  bounded  by  Fort 
George  Hill  on  the  south.  Fort  Tiyon  Hill  and  Inwood  Hill  on 
the  west,  Spuyten  Duyvil  Creek  on  the  north,  and  Harlem  River 
on'the  east,  were  camp  grounds  of  Indians  befoi'e  the  Dutch  came 
and  of  the  British  Army  during  the  War. 

If  the  pilgrims  had  followed  St.  I^icholas  Avenue  and  Broad- 
way to  the  present  point  after  leaving  Washington's  Headquaitersi 
in  160th  Street,  they  would  have  gone  over  about  two  miles  of 
Washington's  route  in  1775,  as,  up  to  this  point,  they  are  almost 
identical  with  the  old  King's  Bridge  Road,  but  north  of  Dyck- 
man  Street,  the  old  road  swung  more  to  the  eastward  than  modem 
Broadway. 

Passing  northward  along  Broadway  and  crossing  Dyckman 
Street  the  party  could  see  Inwood  Hill  on  the  left.  On  the  eastern 
slopes  of  this  hill  were  British  encampments.  On  the  northern 
summit  was  the  Cock  Hill  Fort  commanding  the  south  side  of 
the  mouth  of  Spuyten  Duyvil  Creek.  At  the  eastern  base  of  the 
northern  end  of  the  hill  is  an  Indian  rock-habitation  and  extensive 
Indian  shell  deposits. 

At  221st  Street  the  visitors  came  to  the  bridge  over  the  Ship 
Canal,  an  axtificial  cut  between  the  Harlem  River  on  the  east  and 
a  bend  of  the  Spuyten  Duyvil  Creek  on  the  west.  Upon  Marble 
Hill,  Avhich  is  bounded  by  the  Ship  Canal  on  the  south,  Broadway 
on  the  east,  and  the  bed  of  an  extinct  portion  of  Spuyten  Duyvil 
Creek  on  the  north  and  west,  stood  Fort  Prince  Charles,  com- 
manding King's  Bridge.  West  of  Marble  Hill  and  north  of 
what  remains  of  Spuyten  Duyvil  Creek  is  the  higher  eminence 
of  Spuyten  Du\wil  Hill,  iipon  which  were  Forts  Nos.  1,  2  and 
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3.  It  was  the  site  of  the  Indian  village  of  ISTipnichsen.  Upon 
it  stands  the  Hudson  Monument. 

About  350  feet  north  of  the  Ship  Canal  Bridge  the  company 
passed  the  end  of  225th  Street  (foTmerly  Muscoota  Street)  lead- 
ing eastward  to  what  w^as  the  Farmer's,  Dyckman's  or  Fordham 
Bridge  of  the  Revolution.  Hyatt's  Tavern  of  that  period  stood 
on  the  west  side  of  Broadway  opposite  the  end  of  that  street. 

At  a  point  about  1.200  feet  north  of  the  Ship'  Canal  they 
halted  at  the  southern  end  of  the  low  viaduct  crossing  what  was 
once  Spuyten  Dnyvul  Creek,  to  dedicate  the  tablet  bearing  the 
inscription  given  on  a  preceding  page. 

This  is  the  extreme  northern  end  of  the  original  Manhattan 
Island,  now  cut  off  from  the  Island  by  the  Ship  Canal  and  joined 
to  the  mainland  by  the  iilliug  in  of  the  northern  loop  of  Spuyten 
Duyvil  Creek.  This  is  a  very  historic  spot.  Here  in  aboriginal 
and  early  Colonial  days  was  a  fording  place,  the  principal  pas- 
sage between  the  island  and  the  mainland.  Here,  according  to 
the  veracious  Diedricli  Knickerbocker,  Stuyvesant's  valiant 
trumpeter  Van  Corlear  swore  in  Dutch  he  would  swim  across 
"  in  spite  of  the  Devil,"  thus  giving  the  creek  its  name.  Here 
in  1693,  Frederick  Philipse,  grantee  of  Philipse  Manor,  was 
authorized  to  build  a  bridge  to  be  called  the  King's  Bridge.  For 
the  control  of  this  passage,  fierce  fighting  took  place  in  the  neigh- 
borhood during  the  Revolution.  All  of  the  great  figures  of  that 
period  have  passed  within  about  600  feet  of  this  place.*  With 
the  further  filling  up  of  Spuyten  Duyvil  Creek,  all  trace  of  this 
famous  water  course  and  all  need  for  the  bridge  will  disappear. 

Resuming  their,  journey  northward  after  the  dedication, — 
across  the  "  bridge,"  —  the  pilgrims  saw  on  the  northwest  corner 
of  Broadway  and  230th  Street,  the  square  stone  McComb  Man- 
sion, which  stands  on  the  site  of  and  is  said  to  embody  a  part  of 
Cox's  Tavern,  where  it  is  possible  that  Washington  rested  on  th^ 
night  of  June  26-27,  1775.  If  they  had  continued  northward 
one  mile  under  the  elevated  Subway  Railroad  Structure,  they 
would  have  come  to  the  Van  Cortlandt  Mansion  (1748)  in  Van 
Cortlandt  Park,  where,  at  a  later  date,  were  entertained  Wash- 


*  The  Bridge  was  not  always  at  precisely  the  same  place. 
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ington,  Rochambeau,  the  Duke  of  Clarence  (later  William  IV) 
and  many  other  notables.  But  they  did  not  go  as  far  north  as 
that. 

Following  ^Vashingtou's  probable  route  of  1775  from  Cox's 
1  tavern,  they  went  up  Broadway  to  231st  Street,  and  turned  east- 
i  ■ward  to  the  Albany  Road  (called  Albany  Crescent) .    Here  they 
I  made  a  semi-circular  loop  southward,  eastwaa*d  and  northward, 
wia  Albany  Crescent,  Boston  Avenue,  and  Terrace  Avenue  into 
( Giles  Place  when  they  were  within  the  precincts  of  Fort  Inde- 
pendence.   The  Giles  House  (with  square  tower)  on  the  west 
side  of  Giles  Place,  is  a  little  north  of  the  center  of  the  extensive 
fort.    Fort  Independence  (the  importance  of  which  is  readily 
recogTiized  in  its  commanding  situation)  fell  into  the  British 
I  hands  at  the  time  of  the  Battle  of  White  Plains  (Oct.  28,  1776). 
The  Americans  tried  several  times  unsuccessfully  to  recapture  it.- 
Opposite  Fort  Independence  on  the  east,  the  Boston  Road  which 
Washington  probably  followed  in  1775,  turned  eastward,  but 
being  now  overflowed  by  Jerome  Park  Reservoir,  the  pilgrims 
took  another  to  ISTew  Rochelle. 

Issuing  from  Giles  Place  into  Sedgwick  Avenue,  they  turned 
southward  and  followed  the  margin  of  the  Reservoir.  On  a 
1  bold  rock  face  on  the  southwest  comer  of  the  reservoir  is  a  tablet, 
f  erected  May  9,  1914,  by  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution,  to 
mark  the  site  of  Fort  jSTo.  4.  The  order  of  these  forts,  from 
Spuyten  Duyvil  Hill  to  ISTew  York  University  was  as  follows: 
Forts  'Nos.  1,  2  and  3  on  Spuyten  Duyvil  Hill ;  Prince  Charles 
on  Marble  Hill;  Independence  at  the  northern  extremity  of 
Fordham  Heights ;  then,  going  southward,  No.  4,  No.  5,  King's 
Redoubt,  'No.  G,  No.  7,  Q  or  Rebel  Redonbt,  and  No.  8. 

Following  the  Reservoir  Drive  eastward  and  southward,  just 
before  the  pilgrims  came  to  King's  Bridge  Road,  they  saw  on 
the  east  side  of  the  road  the  beginning  of  the  largest  annory  in 
the  world,  for  the  Eighth  Regiment,  N.  G.  N.  Y.  On  the  north- 
west corner  of  Reservoir  Drive  and  King's  Bridge  Road  is  an 
old  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 

Turning  southeastward  into  King's  Bridge  Road,  they  were  on 
the  old  colonial  thoroughfare  leading  from  the  Farmer's  Bridge 
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(before-mentioned)  to  Westcliester  and  other  old  settlements. 
They  followed  it  only  about  a  mile. 

Abotut  half  a  mile  from  the  Dutch  Church,  in  Poe  Park  they 
passed  the  diminutive  cottage  in  which  Edgar  Allan  Poe  lived 
and  wrote  some  of  his  most  beautiful  poems.  It  is  perhaps  one 
of  the  most  famous  literary  shrines  in  New  York  City. 

Crossing  Webster  Avenue  they  entered  Pelham  Avenue, 
crossed  the  Harlem  Railroad  tracks,  passed  the  grounds  of  Ford- 
ham  University  or  St.  John's  College  (P.  C.)  on  the  left,  and 
entered  Bronx  Park.  On  the  northern  side  is  the  Botanical  Gar- 
den and  on  the  southern  side  the  Zoological  Park,  two  of  the 
finest  institutions  of  the  kind  in  the  world.  In  the  midst  of  the 
Park  the  road  crosses  the  insignificant  Bronx  "  Piver,"  up  which 
the  British  ordered  their  fleet  to  sail  in  October,  1776,  to  assist 
in  the  Battle  of  M%ite  Plains. 

Continuing  due  eastward  beyond  the  Park,  they  entered  the 
broad  Bronx  and  Pelham  Parkway.  At  a  point  nearly  two  miles 
from  Bronx  River  they  crossed  AVestchester  Creek.  Both  of 
these  streams,  now  much  reduced,  have  been  famous  landmarks 
in  Colonial  days.  About  four  miles  southeast  of  the  bridge  over 
Westchester  Creek  is  the  end  of  Throgg's  ^Teck  on  which  most  of 
the  British  landed  for  their  march  to  White  Plains  in  October, 
1776.  It  is  now  the  site  of  Fort  Schuyler,  a  United  States  Army 
post.  Throgg's  ISTeck  is  the  dividing  point  between  the  East 
River  and  Long  Island  Sound. 

About  a  mile  from  Westchester  Creek  on  the  Pelham  Parkway 
the  pilgrims  turned  northward  into  the  Eastern  Parkway  and  came 
into  sight  of  the  sound.  They  shortly  crossed  the  E'ew  Pelham 
Bridge  over  the  mouth  of  Hutchinson's  or  Eastchester  River.  The 
former  name  is  derived  from  Anne  Hutchinson,  a  refugee  for 
conscience's  sake  from  ISTew  England,  who  lived  near  by  and  was 
killed  by  the  Indians  in  1642. 

About  2,000  feet  north  of  Pelham  Bridge  they  passed  a  road 
with  a  trolley  track  leading  to  the  right  over  Pelham  JSTeck  or 
Pell  Point  to  City  Island.  On  the  City  Island  Road  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  Shore  Road  is  Glover's  Rock,  marked  by  a  tablet 
commemorating  the  Battle  of  Pell's  Point,  October  18,  1776,  in 
which  750  men  under  Col.  Glover  detained  some  of  Howe's 
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troops  long  enough,  to  enable  Washing-ton  to  reach  White  Plains. 
Just  beyond  the  City  Island  Road  the  pilgrims  turned  off  into 
the  Split  Rock  Road,  and  later  into  the  Boston  Road  (the  latter 
a  part  of  Washington's  route  in  1775)  to  Eastchester.  Here,  at 
the  historic  Eastchester  Church,  whose  history  is  epitomized  in 
a  tablet  erected  by  the  S.  A.  R.,  a  pause  for  brief  exercises  was 
made. 

Resuming  the  journey,  the  pilgrims  retraced  the  Boston  Road 
and  Split  Rock  Road  to  the  Shore  Road  and  piroceeded  along  the 
latter  to  Hunter's  Island  Inn  where  they  rested  for  luncheon. 

After  luncheon,  they  continued  by  the  Shore  Road  to  New 
Rochelle,  thence  by  a  convenient  street  to  N^orth.  Avenue,  and  by 
the  latter  to  the  Thomas  Paine  cottage  and  monument  at  JSTorth. 
and  Paine  Avenues.    The  Paine  house  formerly  stood  on  Paine 
Avenue,  about  1,600  feet  east  of  Worth.  Avenue,  on  the  farm 
granted  to  Paine  by  CongTess  in  recognition  of  his  great  services 
to  the  cause  of  Independence.    It  is  now  preserved  as  a  memorial 
of  Washington's  helpful  friend.    Paine  (who  died  in  1809)  was 
buried  about  20  yards  south  of  the  monument,  but  in  1817  his 
l)ody  was  taken  to  England  in  the  hope  of  stirring  up  a  revolution. 
The  present  whereabouts  of  his  body  are  not  known,  but  a  well- 
Lauthenticated  piece  of  his  brain  is  enclosed  in  the  monument. 
I     As  Washington  was  met  in  New  Rochelle  in  1775  by  an  escort 
i'from  Connecticut,  and  as  Gen.  Schuyler  here  took  leave  of  his 
'  Commander-in-Chief,  so  the  New  York  hosts  here  surrendered 
ithe  Cambridge  Pilgrims  to  the  hospitable  care  of  their  brethren 
from  the  adjacent  State. 

]\IERCHANTS  COFFEE  HOUSE,  NEW  YORK 

Colonial  Union  Letter 

In  our  Nineteenth  Annual  Report,  1914,  we  gave  in  plate  27 
a  picture  of  the  tablet  erected  on  the  building  on  the  southeast 
comer  of  Wall  and  Water  Streets,  New  York  City,  to  com- 
f  memorate  tbe  old  Merchants  Coftee  House  which  once  stood  on 
pthat  site.    The  tablet  was  erected  by  the  Lower  Wall  Street 
['Business  Men's  Association.     The  inscription  shown  thereon, 
approved  by  this  Society,  epitomizes  the  history  of  the  CofiFee 
5 
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House  which  was  a  famous  landmark  in  its  day  and  in  which 
many  events  affecting  the  history  of  the  City  and  Colonies  oc- 
curred. The  tablet  was  dedicated  on  May  23,  1914,  as  an  officially 
recognized  feature  of  the  ISTew  York  Commercial  Tercentenary. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  historical  incidents  connected  with 
the  Coffee  House,  brought  to  light  by  Mr.  Abram  Wakeman,  a 
member  of  this  Society  and  Secretary  of  the  Lower  Wall  Street 
Business  Men's  Association,  was  the  writing  of  a  letter  dated 
May  23,  1774,  suggesting  a  union  of  the  Colonies.  Mr.  Wake- 
man,  who  has  probably  devoted  more  time  tO'  the  history  of  thisi 
particular  building  than  anyone  else,  and  who  was  chiefly  in- 
strumental in  the  erection  of  the  tablet  above  referred  to,  found 
in  his  researches  repeated  allusions  to  the  above-mentioned  letter 
but  had  great  difficulty  in  tracing  the  original;  Boston  did  not 
have  it,  and  many  historians  stated  that  it  was  destroyed.  With 
the  assistance,  however,  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  Eames  of  the  Division 
of  American  History  of  the  jSTew  York  Public  Library,  the  orig- 
inal letter  was  found  among  some  old  manuscripts  that  had  at 
one  time  belonged  to  the  estate  of  Samuel  Adams.  It  reads  as 
follows : 

^ew  York,  May  23rd,  1774. 

Gentlemen : 

The  alarming  Measures  of  the  British  Parliament  rela- 
tive to  your  ancient  and  respectable  Town,  which  has  so  long 
been  the  Seat  of  Freedom,  fills  the  inhabitants  of  this  City  with 
inexpressible  Concern ;  as  a  Sister  Colony  suffering  in  Defence 
of  the  Rights  of  America,  we  consider  your  Injuries  as  a.  common 
Cause,  to  the  lledress  of  which  it  is  equally  our  Duty  and  our 
Interest  to  contribute.  But  what  ought  to  be  done  iu  a  Situation 
so  truly  critical,  while  it  employs  the  anxious  Thoughts  of  every 
generous  Mind,  is  very  hard  to  be  determin'd.  Our  citizens  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  appoint  a  large  Committee  consisting  of 
fifty-one  Persons  to  correspond  with  our  Sister  Colonies  on  this 
and  every  other  Matter  of  publick  Moment;  and  at  ten  o'clock 
this  Forenoon  we  were  first  assembled,  Your  Letter  enclosing  the 
Vote  of  the  Town  of  Boston  and  the  Letter  of  your  Committee  of 
Correspondence  were  immediately  taken  into  consideration.  While 
we  think  you  justly  entitled  to  the  Thanks  of  your  Sister  Colonies 
for  asking  their  Advice  on  a  Case  of  such  extensive  Consequences, 
we  lament  our  Inability  to  relieve  your  Anxiety  by  a  decisive 
Opinion.    The  Cause  is  general  and  concerns  a  whole  Continent 
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■who  are  equally  interested  with  you  and  ns ;  and  we  foresee  that 
no  Reniedj'  can  be  of  avail,  unless  it  proceeds  from  the  joint  Act 
and  Approbation  of  all.  From  a.  virtuous  and  spirited  Union: 
much  may  be  expected ;  while  the  feeble  Efforts  of  a  few  will  only 
be  attended  with  Mischief  and  Disappointment  to  themselves,  and 
Triimiph  to  the  Adversaries  of  our  Liberty.  Upon  these  Reasons 
we  conclude  that  a  Congress  of  Deputies  from  the  Colonies  in 
general  is  of  the  utmost  Moment;  that  it  ought  to  be  assembled 
without  Delay  and  some  unanimous  Resolutions  fonned  in  thia 
fatal  Emergency,  not  only  respecting  your  deplorable  Circum- 
stances, but  for  the  Security  of  our  common  Rights.  Such  being, 
our  Sentiments  it  must  be  premature  to  pronounce  any  Judgment 
on  the  Expedient  which  3'ou  have  suggested.  We  beg  however 
that  you  will  do  us  the  Justice  to  believe  that  we  shall  continue 
to  act  with  a  firm  and  becoming  Regard  to  American  Freedom, 
and  to  co-operate  with  our  Sister  Colonies  in  every  Measure  which 

•  shall  be  thought  salutary  and  conducive  to  the  publiek  Good. 

We  have  Xothing  to  add,  but  that  we  sincerely  condole  with 
you  in  your  unexampled  Distress;  and  to  request  your  speedy 
Opinion  of  the  proposed  Congress,  that  if  it  should  meet  with 
your  Approbation,  we  may  exert  our  utmost  Endeavors  to  carry 

I  it  into  Execution. 

We  are  with  much  Respect,  Gentlemen 

Your  most  Hbl  Servants 

By  Order  of  the  Committee, 

IsAxic  Low^  Chairman.  , 

I  To  the  Conunittee  of 
Correspondence 
In  Boston 

The  foregoing  letter,  Mr.  Wakeman  finds,  was  drafted  in  the 
long  room  of  the  Merchants  Coffee  House.  Further  reference 
-to  it  is  made  by  Mr.  Eames  in  his  address,  quoted  hereafter. 

Dedication  of  Tablet 

The  dedication  of  the  Coffee  House  Tablet  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Lower  Wall  Street  Business  Men's  Association  on  May 
23,  1914,  the  140th  anniversary  of  the  writing  of  the  Colonial 
Union  letter,  was  an  officially  recognized  ceremony  of  the  ISTew 
York  Commercial  Tercentenary  Celebration.  (See  Appendix  B 
and  plate  1.) 
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The  Tercentenaxy  Commission  officers,  the  officers  and  com- 
mittee of  the  Lower  Wall  Street  Business  Men's  Association,  rep- 
resentatives of  existing  organizations  which  in  olden  times  met 
in  the  old  Coffee  House,  delegates  from  a  score  of  the  leading 
patriotic,  historical  and  civic  societies,  and  representatives  of 
many  commercial  bodies,  assembled  at  Fraunces  Tavern  at  the 
corner  of  Pearl  and  Broad  Streets  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Sons  of 
the  Revolution  who  own  the  tavern,  and  after  luncheon  proceeded 
to  the  site  of  the  old  Coffee  House. 

Opening  Remarks  by  William  Bayne,  Jr. 

The  President,  Mr.  William  Bayne,  Jr.,  opened  the  exercises 
by  introducing  ex-Mayor  Seth  Low  as  follows : 

'''  Ladies  and  Gentlemen :  I  appreciate  very  greatly  the  honor 
you  have  conferred  upon  me  on  this  historic  occasion  in  selecting 
me  to  introduce  to  you  the  Honorary  President  —  the  Honorable 
Seth  Low.  He  needs  no  introduction  as,  by  his  sincere  and  un- 
tiring devotion  to  our  municipal.  State  and  National  affairs,  he 
has  won  our  admiration,  our  respect  and  our  confidence." 

Address  by  Seth  Low,  LL.  D. 
Ex-MaycT  Low  spoke  as  follows : 

"  Mr.  Chaii-man,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen :  On  behalf  of  the 
'Chamber  of  Coanmerce  of  the  State  of  ISTew  York,  of  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  President,  I  thank  you  for  the  compliment 
paid  to  the  chamber  through  me  in  asking  me  to  be  Honorary 
President  upon  this  interesting  and  historic  occasion.  Both  offi- 
cially and  personally,  1  am  glad  to  take  part  in  these  commem- 
oration ceremonies. 

"  The  building  which  this  tablet  commemorates,  the  old  Mer- 
chants Coffee  House,  was  destroyed  by  fire  110  years  ago;  but 
during  its  nearly  seventy  years  of  existence,  this  building  had 
wrought  itself  into  the  commercial  and  political  life  of  the  City 
in  a  very  remarkable  way.  It  was  the  favorite  meeting  place  of 
many  commercial  organizations  and  fraternal  societies ;  and  there 
are  connected  with  it  at  least  three  historic  incidents  of  more  than 
usual  interest.  From  their  room  in  this  Coffee  House  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  of  the  Colony  of  JTew  York  wrote  the 
famous  letter  which  made  the  first  suggestion  of  a  union  of  the 
Colonies  in  connection  with  the  then  approaching  conflict  with  the 
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motliei-  country.  Here,  in  1785,  after  tlie  Revolutionary  War 
had  been  brought  to  a  successful  end,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  the  State  of  ISTew  York,  the  organization  that  I  represent  tO" 
day,  gave  a  banquet  to  the  President  and  members  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress.  This  banquet  is  notable  because  it  was  given 
in  honor  of  the  temporary  Government  which  existed  in  this 
country  from  the  end  of  the  Revolutionary  War  up  to  the  time 
of  the  inauguration  of  Washington  as  the  first  President  of  the 
United  States  under  the  Constitution  which  now  exists.  Later, 
in  1789,  when  Washington  arrived  in  JSTew  York  to  be  inaugurated 
as  the  first  President  of  the  United  States,  he  landed  at  the  foot  of 
Wall  St.,  and  was  given  a  reception  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
ISTew  York,  and  by  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  ^N'ew  York,  in  associa- 
tion with  a  committee  of  citizens.  This  Merchants  Coffee  House, 
therefore,  was  associated  in  its  day  with  the  Colonial  Government 
of  this  country ;  with  the  Provisional  Government  of  this  country 
immediately  following  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  with  the  in- 
stallation of  the  Govermnent  of  the  United  States  as  it  now  exiists. 

It  is  delightful  to  know  that  the  Business  Men's  Association, 
of  Lower  Wall  Street  has  cared  to  erect  this  permanent  memorial 
of  the  ^Merchants  Coffee  Hoaise  so  long  after  its  destruction.  It 
indicates  that  the  commercial  men  of  New  York  are  as  full  of 
patriotism  to-day  as  they  used  to  be. 

"  It  is  very  hard  for  us  who  live  at  a  time  when  New  York 
is  so  evidently  the  commercial  metropolis  of  the  Nation,  to  realize 
that  in  1804,  when  the  Merchants  Coffee  House  was  destroyed, 
the  City  of  New  York  was  by  no  means  the  most  important  City 
in  the  Union.  The  late  John  Crosby  Brown,  of  Brown  Bros.  & 
Co.,  themselves  connected  with  lower  Wall  St.,  told  me  that 
when  his  father  and  two  uncles  came  to  this  country,  shortly  after 
1800,  the  oldest  one  went  to  Philadelphia  because  that  was  then 
the  most  important  city ;  the  second  went  to  Baltimore  as  next 
in  commercial  importance,  and  the  youngest  remained  in  New 
York.  Very  soon  after  that  date,  however,  the  Erie  Canal  was 
projected ;  and  the  Erie  Canal  as  soon  as  it  became  assured  gave 
to  New  York  the  impulse  which  very  quickly  placed  it  in  the 
van  of  American  cities.  The  canal  did  this  because  it  assured  to 
New  York  water  communication  with  the  interior  of  the  conti- 
nent at  a  time  when  all  other  communication  was  very  slow  and 
very  costly.  It  is  to  the  Erie  Canal,  therefore,  that  New  York  is 
primarily  indebted  for  its  leadership  among  American  cities. 
Later,  when  railroads  took  the  place  of  the  canal.  New  York  City 
continued  to  enjoy  a  great  advantage;  for  the  New  York  Central 
Railroad  is  the  only  one  of  those  which  go  to  Chicago  that  does 
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not  have  to  climb  the  Alleghany  Mountains.  So  much  is  the  gift 
of  Nature  to  onr  fortunate  City ;  but  it  was  due  then  to  the  enter- 
prise and  capacity  of  its  citizens  that  the  opportunity  afforded  by 
Nature  was  availed  of,  as  it  is  still  due  tot-day  to  the  enterprise 
and  capacity  of  our  people  that  JSTew  York  continues  to  hold  the 
pre-eminence  founded  upon  this  bounty  of  Nature.  It  is  only 
upon  these  qualities,  that  is  to  say,  upon  the  enterprise  and  capacity 
of  its  citizens,  that  New  York  can  rely  to  keep  the  pre-eminence 
which  it  has  so  long  enjoyed. 

"  Lower  Wall  St.,  is  still  the  headquarters,  as  it  was  then,  for 
the  trade  in  sugar,  tea  and  coffee,  and  in  that  respect  I  suppose 
the  occupations  of  this  part  of  the  City  have  changed  less  in  a 
hundred  years  than  on  any  other  part  of  the  island.  No  doubt 
the  buildings  have  changed,  but  the  trade  that  is  centered  here 
now  was  centered  hei-e  in  the  olden  day  when  the  Merchants 
Coffee  House  was  in  its  prime.  There  is  something,  therefore, 
peculiarly  fitting  in  the  fact  that  the  men  associated  with  these 
trades  which  have  been  so  long  domesticated  here  should  be  the 
ones  to  rescue  the  JMerchants  Coffee  House  from  the  oblivion  of 
ignorance. 

"  This  tablet  is  a  record  of  the  virtues  of  our  predecessors.  It 
shonld  be  to  us  of  to-day  an  inspiration  tO'  follow  worthily  in  their 
footsteps;  and  we  fondly  hope  that  for  generations  to  come,  it 
will  help  to  keep  alive  in  the  men  of  commerce  of  the  City  of 
New  York  the  effective  conviction  that  commerce  must  go  hand 
in  hand  with  patriotism  if  commerce  is  pennanently  to  endure." 

Address  by  Ahram  Wakeman 

Mr.  Abram  Wakeman  gave  a  history  of  the  Merchants  Coffee 
House,""  in  the  course  of  which  he  said : 

"  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen :  It  is  a  great  pleasure 
to  say  a  few  words  in  connection  with  our  old  Coffee  House  that 
was  the  most  historical  building  in  our  country.  It  was  here  that 
the  famous  letter  that  gave  birth  to  our  Union  was  written. 
Boston  claims  Faneuil  Hall  to  be  the  cradle  of  liberty  only  be- 
cause Samuel  Adams  said  so,  but  we  in  that  letter  have  actual 
proof  that  the  Coffee  House  was  the  birthplace  of  our  Union.  We 
also  had  a  Tea  Party  in  1774.  The  Colonies  agreed  that  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  ships  containing  tea,,  they  would  not  be  allowed 
to  come  up  to  the  wharfs ;  that  the  cargo  of  vessels  be  entered  at 


*  This  history  is  set  forth  more  fully  in  Mr.  Wakeman's  book  entitled 
"  History  and  Reminiscences  of  Lower  Wall  Street."  See  also  references 
thereto  in  Frederic  Trevor  Hill's  "  History  of  a  Street." 
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the  custom  house  within  20  days  or  the  Govemment  would  seize 
the  cargoes  and  sell  same  at  public  auction.  Nineteen  days  had 
elapsed  and  many  of  the  New  Englanders  were  expecting  to  ob- 
tain good  bargains  in  the  tea  —  but  the  patriots,  not  to  be  out- 
done, seized  and  threw  it  overboard.  Our  conmiittee  did  just  as 
agxeed.  When  the  Nancy,  laden  with,  tea,  arrived  in  the  Lower 
Bay,  the  pilots  refused  to  bring  her  up,  but  the  boat  being  short 
of  provisions  did  land  Capt.  Lockyer  in  charg'e  of  the  Sons  of 
Liberty.  He  was  taken  to  the  Merchants  Coffee  House,  and  two 
days  later  brought  out  on  the  balcony,  shown  to  the  public, 
marched  to  the  foot  of  Wall  Street,  placed  on  a  small  sloop,  put 
aboard  his  ship  and  sent  back  to  England. 

One  of  the  most  notable  events  occurring  in  the  old  Coffee 
House  was  a  dinner  given  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  the 
President  and  Members  of  Congress  in  1785,  being  the  iirst  enter- 
tainment given  in  their  honor  and  thereby  the  first  recognition 
of  our  Government  as  a  United  States.  I  must  ask  honor  for 
a  man  never  mentioned  in  history  —  Cornelius  Bradford,  the 
messenger  of  our  Committee  of  Correspondence  between  Boston 
and  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  Paul  Revere's  name  is  honored 
from  Maine  to  California.  Yet  Alex.  McDougall  and  Isaac  Low 
wrote  to  the  Boston  committee :  '  Corneliiis  Bradford  is  a  true 
friend  to  our  liberty.  Should  he  be  in  need  of  money  give  it  to 
him  and  we  will  refund  it  to  you.'  The  Boston  committee  speak- 
ing of  him  said:  '  We  send  this  by  our  good  friend  Mr.  Brad- 
ford.' Cornelius  Bradford  was  for  many  years  proprietor  of  our 
Coffee  House.  There  is  another  whose  name  should  stand  high 
in  the  records  of  history  —  Edward  Barden,  the  founder  of  the 
Manhattan  Company.  It  was  not  until  too  late  to  have  same 
placed  on  the  tablet  that  I  connected  Barden  with  the  Manhattan 
Company.  Barden  was  a  very  enterprising  citizen  and  at  the 
head  of  several  corporations.  He  also  was  at  one  time  proprietor 
of  the  Coffee  House,  and  later  became  proprietor  of  the  Tontine 
C^offee  House  that  was  on  the  other  corner.  To-day  we  come  to 
pay  respects  to  not  only  the  site  on  which  stood  ovir  old  Coffee 
House  but  the  memory  of  those  who  made  possible  a  great  nation 
and  whose  benefits  we  are  now  receiving.  There  was  not  a  man 
of  note  in  our  City  but  had  spent  here  a  portion  of  his  time  just 
prior  to  and  during  the  early  days  of  the  Revolution." 

Address  by  Captain  II.  M.  Randall 

Capt.  H.  M.  Randall  of  the  New  York  Marine  Society  spoke 
for  that  organization  —  the  oldest  of  the  existing  bodies  that  met 
in  the  old  Coffee  House.    He  referred  to  the  great  shipping  mer- 
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chants  of  by-gone  days,  and  the  part  which  the  Marine  Society 
took  in  Washington's  inauguration.  He  said  that  13  members 
of  The  Marine  Society  escorted  Washington  from  Elizabethport, 
IN".  J.,  to  the  foot  of  Wall  Street,  when  he  came  to  take  the  oath 
of  office  in  1789,  and  when  Capt.  Randall  instructed  his  fellow 
members  of  the  Marine  Society  to  unfurl  the  old  silk  banner 
that  early  members  of  the  society  had  cairied  at  the  head  of  the 
procession  which  escorted  Washington  from  his  landing  place 
April  23,  1789,  there  was  great  applause.  Capt.  Eandall  also 
said  that  a  hundred  years  later  the  society  landed  Benjamin  Har- 
rison at  the  foot  of  Wall  Street,  from  a,  warship  in  the  river. 
The  committee  which  drafted  and  sent  the  "  famous  letter  of 
1774  "  were  all  members  of  the  Marine  Society.  The  society'si 
charter,  granted  by  King  George  in  1770,  was  displayed  with 
the  famous  King's  seal.  George  Washington  was  a  member  of 
the  society  as  was  also  Benjamin  Harrison. 

Address  hy  Wilberforce  Eames 

Mr.  Wilbei'force,  Eames,  of  the  Division  of  American  History 
of  the  ~New  York  Public  Library,  in  the  course  of  his  address, 
referred  to  the  Colonial  Union  letter  as  follows : 

"  The  history  of  the  letter  is  as  follows:  In  November,  1772, 
Samiiel  Adams  suggested  in  a  Boston  town  meeting  that  a  '  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence '  be  appointed  to  state  the  rights  of  the 
colonists  and  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  in  particular;  to 
communicate  and  publish  the  same  to  the  several  towns  in  the 
Province  and  to  the  world,  and  to  request  of  each  town  a  free 
communication  of  their  sentiments  on  this  subject.  One  year 
later,  in  December,  1773,  the  scope  of  the  committee's  correspond- 
ence was  extended  to  the  other  colonies,  resulting  in  the  formation 
of  similar  ccmmittees  elsewhere  and  leading  eventually  to  a  plan 
for  union.  It  thus  happened  that  in  the  course  of  time  the  com- 
mittee received  the  famous  letter  from  'New  York,  dated  May 
23,  1771:,  and  signed  by  Isaac  Low,  which  was  filed  away  with 
the  other  correspondence  from  New  York. 

"  These  papers  remained  in  the  possession  of  Samuel  Adams 
until  his  death  in  1803,  soon  after  which  they  were  placed  by  the 
executors  in  the  keeping  of  Benjamin  Austin,  Esq.,  who  intended 
to  write  the  Life  of  Adams,  but  he  having  renounced  the  under- 
taking, they  passed  from  hand  to  hand,  and  lay  neglected  for  some 
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years  in  the  possession  of  tliose  who^  knew  not  their  value,  and 
were  careless  as  to  their  preservation.  About  the  year  1815, 
Samuel  Adams  Wells,  the  grandson  of  Samuel  Adams,  began  to 
collect  material  towards  a  history  of  the  Revolution,  and  in  this 
connection  he  came  into  possession  of  his  grandfather's  papers, 
including  those  of  the  Coimnittee  of  Correspondence,  which  later 
he  caused  to  be  rearranged  and  bound  in  three  folio  volumes. 
After  Mr.  Wells'  death  in  1840,  these  papers  were  acquired  by 
George  Bancroft,  who  mentions  them  in  the  preface  to  the  sixth 
volume  of  his  History  of  the  United  States,  1854.  Mr.  Bancroft 
died  in  1891,  and  in  1893  his  books  and  manuscripts  were  bought 
for  the  Lenox  Library,  which,  in  1895,  was  merged  in  the  ISTew 
York  Public  Library. 

Recently,  when  ^Ir.  Wakeman  was  making  his  researches,  he 
mentioned  to  me  this  letter  of  May  23,  1774,  which  he  had  foamd 
printed  in  one  of  the  contemporary  newspapers.  It  was  suggested 
that  the  original  might  be  still  preserved  among  the  Boston  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  papers,  and  on  referring  to  the  volume 
containing  the  letters  to  the  committee  from  ISTew  York  in  1774 
there  the  document  was  found." 

Sealing  the  Chest 

After  Mr.  Eames'  address,  a  bronze  chest,  containing  a  copy 
of  the  1774  letter,  an  official  program  of  the  celebration,  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Wakeman's  "  History  and  Reminiscences  of  Lower  Wall 
Street  and  Vicinity,"  sketches  of  the  participating  societies,  and 
other  documents,  was  formerly  sealed  and  delivered  to  the  officers 
of  the  ISTew  York  Llistorical  Society,  to  remain  unsealed  until 
1974,  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Colonial  Union 
letter. 

^  Unveiling  the  Tablet 

The  tablet  was  then  unveiled  by  Miss  Ellen  Jay,  the  14-year- 
old  daughter  of  Piei're  Jay  and  a  descendant  of  Col.  John  Jay, 
accompanied  by  Miss  Eleanor  Hawkes,  6-year-old  daughter  of 
Dr.  Forbes  Hawkes  and  a  descendant  of  Gen.  Alexander  Mc- 
Dougal  of  Revolutionarv  fame. 

Officers  and  Committees 

The  officers  of  The  Lower  Wall  Street  Business  Men's  Associa- 
tion, organized  in  1883,  are: 


138    American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society 


President:    William  Bavne,  Jr. 

Vice  Presidents:  Edwin  F.  Atkins,  Joseph  Cullman,  Jr.,  Ed- 
ward H.  Hall,  Anson  W.  Hard,  Henry  Hentz,  Adolph  Lewisohn, 
Lomax  Littlejohn,  George  H.  Macy,  Thomas  H.  Messenger,  James 
H.  Post,  Clans  A.  Spreckels,  Charles  M.  Warner. 

Treasurer :    L.  AV.  Minford. 

Secretary :    Abram  Wakeman. 

Executive  Committee:  James  H,  Taylor,  Chairman;  William 
H.  Bennett,  Lambert  V.  B.  Cameron,  Charles  Fox,  George  Hew- 
lett, Frank  C.  Lowry,  L.  W.  Minford,  James  M.  Montgomery, 
Benjamin  H.  Old,  Louis  Seligsberg,  Benjamin  F.  Simmons, 
Abrair-  Wakeman. 

The  special  officers  of  the  ceremonies  were: 

Honorary  President:  Hon.  Seth  Low,  President  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  State  of  J^ew  York. 

Honorary  Vice  Presidents :  J.  W.  Proctor  (i^ew  York  Marine 
Society),  Charles  A.  O'Donohue  (Tontine  Society),  G.  L.  Rives 
(New  York  Hospital),  H.  G.  S.  Noble  (New  York  Stock 
Exchange),  H.  L.  Griggs  (Bank  of  New  York),  Frederick  De  Pey- 
ster  Foster  (New  York  Society  Library),  Charles  Evans  Haw- 
thorne (St.  John's  Lodge,  A.  Y.  M. ),  George  Austin  Morrison 
(St.  Andrew's  Society  of  State  of  New  York),  Talbot  Olyphant 
(Society  of  the  Cincinnati),  Edward  E.  McCall  (Sons  of  St. 
Patrick). 

Marshal  of  Parade:    Charles  McDougall. 

Committee  on  Historical  Sites:  Edward  Hagaman  Hall,  Fred- 
erick Trevor  Hill,  I.  N.  Phelps  Stokes,  Albert  Ulmann,  Abram 
Wakeman. 

FORT  MASONIC,  BROOKLYN 

Dedication  of  Tablet 

A  tablet  erected  on  the  Harriet  Judson  Building  of  the  Young 
Women's  Christian  Association  at  the  corner  of  Nevins  and  State 
Streets,  in  the  Borough  of  Brooklyn,  New  York  City,  com- 
memorating the  erection  of  Fort  Masonic  in  the  War  of  1812-15, 
was  dedicated  on  September  19,  1914,  imder  the  auspices  of  the 
Temple  Club.  The  history  of  the  erection  of  Fort  Masonic  is 
given  in  our  Nineteenth  Annual  Report,  1914,  at  pages  113- 
121,  including  the  tablet  inscription  approved  by  this  Society. 
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To  the  inscription  therein  printed  were  added  two  date  lines  at 
the  beginning  and  end,  making  it  read  as  follows  (see  plate  2)  : 

r   Square  1914 
J  Compass  >- 
t     Book  J 
On  this  Block 
^lidway  Between  Nevins  and  Bond  Streets 
Stood 
FORT  MASONIC 
Ereeted  September  1814 

By  the  Members 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
As  a  part  of  tlie  Defences  of 
New  York  City 
During  the  War  of  1812-13. 
This  Tablet  is  Ereeted  Under  the 
Auspices  of  the  Temple  Club 
of  the  Fourth  Masonic  District 
of  New  York 
September  1914. 

Upon  the  platform  erected  over  the  sidewalk  by  the  tablet 
were  assembled  a  number  of  Grand  Lodge  officers,  representatives 
of  the  Temple  Club  and  the  Brooklyn  Young  Women's  Christian 
Association,  and  the  President  of  the  Borough  of  Brooklyn.  In 
the  front  of  the  stand  were  members  of  the  Fourth  District 
Masonic  Lodges  and  Brooklyn  Lodges,  and  many  general  specta- 
tors. 

The  order  of  exercises  at  the  dedication  was  as  follows : 

1.  jMusic,  by  the  band,  Wm.  E.  J.  Keating,  leader. 

2.  Address  of  Welcome,  by  Mrs.  Henry  M.  Halsted,  President 

of  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association. 

3.  Invocation  by  H.  '  .  W.  '  .  and  R«v.  William  E.  Stevens. 

4.  Brief  History  of  Fort  Masonic,  by  Wor.  *  .  Robert  W.  Reid. 

5.  Music. 

6.  Presentation  of  Tablet,  by  R.  " .  W.  ' .  Thomas  Sharlow. 

7.  Acceptance  of  Tablet  in  behalf  of  the  City  of  'New  York,  by 

Hon.  Lewis  II.  Pounds,  President  of  the  Borough  of  Brook- 
lyn. 

8.  Music. 

9.  Address,  by  M.  * .  W.  * .  George  Freifeld,  Grand  Master. 

The  Committee  of  the  Temple  Club  which  had  charge  of  the 
preparation  and  placing  of  the  memorial  tablet  consisted  of 


1814 
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W.. ' .  Eobert  W.  Eeid  of  Washington  Lodge,  W.  ' .  William  E. 
Lockwood  of  Prince  of  Orange  Lodge  and  E.  '  .  W.  '  .  Thomas 
Sharlow  of  Ocean  Lodge.  The  plan  for  the  tablet  was  conceived 
by  Dr.  Eeid,  with  whom  our  Society  had  the  pleasure  of  co-ope- 
rating. 

Further  particulars  concerning  Fort  Masonic  may  be  found 
in  the  May  23,  September  12  and  September  26,  1914,  editions 
of  the  Masonic  Standard,  published  at  New  York. 

GEAVE  OF  MAEGAEET  COEBIl^ 

In  December,  1914,  Mr.  Arthur  P.  Abbott  of  ISTew  York  City, 
brought  to  the  attention  of  this  Society  some  interesting  data 
which  he  had  gathered  about  Margaret  Corbin,  who  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Fort  Washington  on  Manhattan  Island,  N^ovem- 
ber  16,  1776,  which  appears  to  identify  as  her  place  of  burial 
an  unmarked  grave  on  private  property  in  a  little  hamlet  called 
Swimtown,  near  West  Point,  'N.  Y.* 

From  the  data  kindly  furnished,  by  Mr.  Abbott,  we  have  pre- 
pared the  following  statement  of  the  manner  at  which  he  arrived 
at  this  interesting  conclusion. 

While  he  was  searching  in  the  Highlands  of  the  Hudson  Eiver 
in  1913  for  information  for  a  book  in  regard  to  the  Palisades 
Interstate  Park,  which  he  has  published  under  the  title  of  "  The 
Greatest  Park  in  the  World,"  he  met  an  old  resident  nearly  80 
years  of  age,  locally  known  as  Uncle  Jerry,  who  as  a  boy  had 
heard  the  neighbors  tell  stories  of  the  Eevolution.  Uncle  Jerry 
said  among  other  things  that  near  by  was  the  grave  of  "  Molly 
Pitcher,"  and  he  referred  Mr.  Abbott  to  Capt.  Faurot  at  High- 
land Falls  for  further  information.  Mr.  Abbott  recalled  the  fol- 
lowing inscription  on  a  monument  at  Carlisle,  Penn. : 

:\IOLLY  McCAULEY 
Renowned  in  History  as  Molly  Pitcher 
The  Heroine  of  Monmouth 
Died  January  ISSS,  aged  79 
Erected  by  the  Citizens  of  Cumberland  County 
July  4th,  IST'G 


*  References  to  Margaret  Corbin  will  be  found  in  the  following  Annual 
Reports  of  this  Society:    1903,  p.  151;  1909,  p.  60;  1910,  p.  350. 
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and  was  convinced  by  this  and  other  data  either  that  Uncle  Jerry 
was  in  error  or  that  there  were  two  Molly  Pitchers.  He  then 
went  to  Capt.  Faurot,  a  man  of  more  than  70  years,  who  was  a 
retired  Hudson  River  steamboat  captain.  Capt.  Faurot  said  that 
his  father  was  one  of  the  crew  of  Robert  Fulton's  steamboat 
Clermont. 

"  Yes,"  said  Capt.  Faurot  to  Mr.  Abbott,  "  Molly  Pitcher  is 
buried  in  the  Highlands  and  my  grandfather  helped  to  bury  her," 
and  told  many  interesting  details  of  her  life  among  the  dwellers 
of  the  Highlands.  He  said  that  she  was  an  Irish  woman  with  a 
characteristically  sharp  tongue  and  quick  temper,  not  always  par- 
ticular of  her  dress  or  person,  yet  commanding  and  haughty; 
that  while  she  was  called,  when  absent,  "  Dirty  Kate,"  by  those 
who  had  incurred  her  displeasure,  she  was  invariably  saluted 
as  "  Captain  Molly  "  when  face  to  face,  and  that  in  spite  of  all 
the  hard  things  said  about  her,  her  favor  was  held  in  high  esteem 
by  all.  Her  gTave  had  never  been  marked  otherwise  than  by  a 
cedar  tree  which  grew  beside  it,  and  which,  in  recent  years,  had 
been  cut  down.  The  stump,  however,  yet  remained.  His  father 
had  taken  him  to  her  grave  and  pointing  to  it  said,  "  Your  grand- 
father brought  me  here  asi  I  have  you,  and  pointing  out  her  grave 
said  "  Here  we  buried  '  Molly  Pitcher.'  "  Captain  Faurot  said 
he  had  recently  marked  the  grave  with  a  small  wooden  stave  on 
which  he  had  placed  the  letters  "  M.  P." 

Mr.  Abbott  then  consulted  Dr.  Edward  S.  Holden,  librarian 
of  the  West  Point  Military  Academy,  since  deceased,  who  at 
first  discredited  the  story  of  Capt.  Faurot;  but  later  recalled  an 
old  copy  book  of  letters  which,  upon  being  produced,  proved  to 
be  copies  of  letters  in  the  handwriting  of  Wm.  Price,  Quarter- 
master at  West  Point  during  the  period  following  the  close  of 
the  Revolutionary  war  and  written  to  Secretary  of  War  Knox. 
In  these  letters  he  made  frequent  mention  of  a  "  Captain  Molly," 
as  he  called  her,  all  of  which  referred  to  her  needs  of  clothing, 
boarding  house,  etc.  In  fact  he  seemed  to  be  her  special  guardian, 
and  her  needs  were  his  utmost  concern. 

In  course  of  conversation  on  the  subject  Dr.  Holden  mentioned 
a  family  in  the  Highlands  who  claimed  to  have  the  personal 
effects  of  "  Captain  Molly  "  purchased  at  the  public  "  Vendue  " 
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held  after  her  death.  Mr.  Abbott  called  on  the  family  and  was 
shown  a  flax  reel,  spinning  wheel,  andironsi,  and  other  domestic 
articles,  which,  however,  threw  no  light  on  the  identity  of  "  Cap- 
tain Molly  "  of  the  Highlands. 

Mr.  Abbott  made  ineffectual  enquiries  of  the  custodian  of  mili- 
tary I'pcords  at  Albany  and  of  the  Pension  Bureau  at  Washington, 
being  informed  by  the  latter  that  the  records  which  he  desired 
were  destroyed  by  fire  when  the  British  burned  the  the  capitol 
in  the  war  of  1812. 

Mr.  Abbott  then  searched  for  names  in  history  which  would 
correspond  to  the  information  which  he  had  gathered  and  found 
that  Margaret  Corbin,  who  served  a  cannon  in  the  battle  of  Fort 
Washing-ton  on  Manhattan  Island  on  November  16,  1776,  filled 
his  requirement.   He  writes : 

"  She  was  an  Irish  woman ;  she  was  the  first  pensioned  by  our 
gOA'ernuient  for  heroic  deeds ;  she  had  been  a  helpless  ward  of  the 
government ;  her  deed  was  common  knowledge  and  for  it  she  was 
held  in  high  esteem  by  those  who  were  in  sympathy  with  our 
■cause.  And,  like  Harvey  Birch,  the  records  available  seemed  to 
leave  in  mystery  where  she  had  come  from  or  where  she  went 
after  the  war.  Her  comrades  had  called  her  "  Captain  Molly  " 
—  which,  in  itself,  did  not  mean  much,  as  Molly  was  a  favorite 
nickname  for  Margaret  or  ^lary  and  perhaps  many  others, — 
but  it  did  carry  with  it  a  sense  of  respect  and  affection.  The 
fact  that  Molly  Pitcher  of  Monmouth  was  of  Dutch  parentage, 
her  maiden  name  being  ]\[ary  Ludwig,  disproved  any  assertion 
that  Mary  Ludwig  was  the  Highlands  "  Molly  ",  for  all  tradition 
"claimed  that  "  Captain  Molly  "  of  the  Highlands  was  Irish.  Los- 
sing,  depending  on  the  traditions  told  to  him  by  some  of  the  same 
persons  who  told  them  to  me,  seemed  to  be  the  most  guilty  of  con- 
fusing the  records  ". 

Through  the  State  Librarian  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Abbott 
gathered  information  about  Margaret  Corbin  which  he  sum- 
TQarizes  as  follows : 

"  Margaret  Corbin  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Pennsylvania, 
ISTovember  12,  1751.  She  was  the  only  daughter  of  Robert  Coch- 
ran who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  1756,  and  whose  wife, 
(Margaret's  mother,)  was  taken  into  captivity  by  the  Indians  at 
the  same  time.  Margaret  at  the  time  was  only  five  years  of  age. 
The  reason  she  escaped  was  that  she  and  her  brother  were  at  the 
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time  visiting  an  imcle,  brother  of  her  mother.  This  uncle  raised 
Margaret,  who  in  1772  married  a  Virginian  by  the  name  of  John 
Corbin.  John  Corbin  enlisted  in  the  First  Company  Pennsyl- 
vania Artillery  under  Captain  Francis  Proctor.  His  wife  Mar- 
garet having  no  children  or  other  home  ties,  did  what  many  other 
noble  women  of  that  day  did,  followed  her  husband  to  vi^ar  and 
offered  her  services  as  a  nurse  and  aid  in  camp  life.  John  Corbin 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fort  Washington  IS'ovember  16,  1770, 
and  when  he  fell  Margaret  took  his  place  at  his  gun  and  served 
it  with  great  credit  till  struck  down  with  three  grape  shot  which 
nearly  severed  her  arm  and  a  part  of  her  breast.  At  the  sur- 
render she  was  paroled  to  Greene  across  the  river  at  Fort  Lee 
and  was  carried  with  other  sick  and  wounded  to  Philadelphia. 
Here  later  she  was  formally  enrolled  as  a  member  of  the  "  Invalid 
Regiment the  history  of  which  is  most  interesting  but  Avhich 
space  will  not  permit  giving  here.  An  interesting  item  in  this 
connection  is  that  Mary  Ludwig  was  also  a  Pennsylvania  woman 
and  married  John  Hays  who  also  joined  the  same  regiment  as  a 
gunner.  Hays  was  wounded  in  1778  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth 
at  which  place  his  wife  Molly  Pitcher  "  as  she  was  called  by 
members  of  her  regiment,  performed  the  act  of  carrying  water 
in  a  pitcher  to  the  soldiers  under  fire,  and  took  active  part  in  the 
work  of  the  battery,  inspired  perhaps  by  the  earlier  act  of  Mar- 
garet Corbin  in  1770,  mth  whom  she  no  doubt  was  acquainted, 
and  which  placed  her  name  also  in  the  book  of  immortals. 

So  grievous  were  the  wounds  received  by  Margaret  Corbin 
at  Fort  Washington,  and  which  were  ultimately  the  cause  of  her 
death  (and  not,  as  Lossing  would  have  us  believe,  by  a  loathsome 
and  dishonorable  disease)  that  the  Supreme  Council  of  Philadel- 
phia on  June  2!),  1779,  granted  her  $30  and  recommended  her  to 
the  Board  of  War  for  a  regular  pension,  which  that  body  granted 
July  0,  1779,  the  pensions  being  for  a  soldier's  half  pay  and  the 
value  of  one  suit  of  clothes  each  year  till  she  died  ". 

Mr.  Abbott  is  of  the  opinion  that  when  the  Invalid  Regiment 
was  mustered  out  in  April,  1783,  Margaret  having  no  home  or 
family  to  go  to,  no  hospital  to  receive  her,  and  her  warmest  friends 
being  those  with  whom  she  had  served  their  country,  turned  her 
thoughts  to  the  Hudson  River  where  her  husband  had  laid  down 
his  life  and  where,  owing  to  the  disbanding  of  the  greatest  num- 
bers of  soldiers,  she  could  find  the  largest  number  of  sympathetic 
friends ;  that  here  she  found  a  quiet  refuge,  where  she  died  about 
the  year  1800 ;  and  that  Margaret  Corbin  is  the  "  Captain  Molly  " 
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of  the  Highlands.  He  makes  the  suggestion  that  her  grave  be 
marked  by  a  suitable  monument,  and  that  on  the  monument  should 
be  inscribed  the  words:  "  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Margaret 
Corbin,  Heroine  of  the  Battle  of  Fort  Washington." 

MUi^ICIPAL  isTOMEI^CLATUIlE 
Proposed  Change  of  Name  of  Vay^icTc  Street,  New  Yorlc. 

In  former  Annual  Reports  we  have  deplored  the  displacement 
of  old  names  of  towns,  streets,  parks,  etc.,  to  gratify  some  passing 
wave  of  sentiment  or  influential  demand  upon  the  municipal 
authorities.  It  is  easy  to  understand  a  state  of  popular  feeling 
like  that  which  existed  in  ISTew  York  City  after  the  close  of  the 
American  Revolution  and  which  led  to  the  abolition  of  such  names 
as  Queen  Street,  King  Street,  Crown  Street,*  but  such  changes 
as  those  of  Mulberry  Bend  Park  to  Columbus  Park,  Blooming- 
dale  Park  to  Straus  Park,  Long  Acre  Square  to  Times  Square, 
and  many  others  seem  to  have  been  quite  unnecessary,  especially 
when,  as  in  most  of  the  cases,  the  very  worthy  new  names  might 
have  been  bestowed  upon  new  parks  without  displacing  old  names. 

This  subject  has  again  come  into  prominence  in  New  York 
City  during  the  past  year  by  reason  of  the  proposal  to  rename 
Varick  Street.  Until  the  past  year,  Varick  Street  has  been  the 
name  applied  to  the  thoroughfare  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
long  extending  from  ISTo.  130  Franklin  Street  northward  to  Car- 
mine Street  (a  transverse  street)  where  it  ended.  It  our  last 
Report  we  mentioned  the  destruction  of  buildings  for  the  purpose 
of  connecting  the  northern  end  of  Varick  Street  at  Carmine  Street 
with  the  southern  end  of  Seventh  Avenue  at  Eleventh  Street  and 
Greenwich  Avenue,  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile.  This  new 
connection  has  been  called  the  Seventh  Avenue  Extension  in  com- 
mon parlance. 

On  October  16,  1914,  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportion- 
ment adopted  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  City  Plan,  recom- 
mending to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  the  name  of  Seventh 

*  Although  with  singular  inconsistency  but  with  better  judgment  such  names 
as  King's  County,  Queen's  County,  King's  Bridge,  and  even  New  York,  named 
after  the  Duke  of  York,  were  retained. 
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AA'enue  South  be  applied  to  the  combined  thoroug'hfare  south  of 
Greenwich  Avenue.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  only  has  power  to 
change  the  name.  As  soon  as  this  proposal  became  publicly 
kno\\ai,  there  was  a  strong  popular  protest  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men against  the  proposed  change.  The  Evening  Sun  of  October 
16,  1914,  was  first  to  intimate  in  an  article  headed  "  Don't 
that  there  would  be  opposition  to  the  change.  And  the  opposition 
quickly  appeared  from  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Pres- 
ervation Society,  the  ISTew  York  State  Society  of  the  Cincinnati, 
the  St.  !N"icholas  Society,  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  the  Mer- 
chants Association,  the  City  History  Club,  etc.  The  New  York 
Times  of  jSTovember  G,  1914,  said  in  part: 

"  The  protest  of  old  residents  of  ISTew  York  ag'ainst  the  change 
of  the  name  of  Varick  Street,  recently  converted  into  an  exten- 
sion southward  of  Seventh  Avenue,  is  perfectly  natural  and  will 
receive  sympathetic  support.  The  object  of  the  Board  of  Esti- 
mate in  proposing  the  change  of  name  to  Seventh  Avenue  South 
was  simply  to  prevent  confusion,  but  in  many  other  cities  his- 
toric names  are  preserved  for  parts  of  long  thoroughfares  with- 
out causing  confusion.  In  London,  for  instance,  Coventry  Street, 
Cranbourne  street,  and  Piccadilly  are  names  of  parts  of  the 
same  street.  In  New  York,  for  that  matter,  Ninth  Avenue  be- 
comes Columbus  Avenue  at  Fifty-ninth  Street,  Eighth  Avenue  is 
called  Central  Park  West  for  a  stretch  of  two  and  a  half  miles  and 
is  then  called  Eighth  Avenue  again,  and  Tenth  Avenue  is  Am- 
sterdam Avenue  uptown.  Moreover,  our  avenues  do  not  extend 
downtOATO.  South  Fifth  Avenue  has  been  West  Broadway  for 
many  years,  and  the  bestowal  of  that  name,  already  held  by  the 
lower  part  of  the  street,  upon  the  part  between  Canal  and  Fourth 
Streets  was  generally  approved." 

The  various  civic  organizations  before  mentioned  opposed  the 
change  on  the  groimd  that  inquiry  among  the  business  men  in 
Varick  Street  showed  an  overwhelming  sentiment  in  favor  of  re- 
taining the  old  name ;  that  the  change  would  eliminate  from  the 
street  nomenclature  of  the  City  a  historic  name,  borne  by  an 
honored  Mayor  of  the  City;  that  the  change  of  the  name  to 
Seventh  Avenue  South  would  create  a  bad  precedent  for  distinc- 
tion between  north  and  south  streets that  the  change  would  re- 
quire either  separate  numbering  systems  for  Seventh  Avenue 
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North  and  Seventh  Avenue  South  or  a  complete  renumbering  of 
the  new  thoroughfare;  and  that  in  any  event  it  would  produce 
confusion  in  real  estate  and  historical  records  of  the  past. 

Varick  Street  was  laid  out  in  the  decade  prior  to  1803.  It 
was  named  after  Richard  Varick,  whose  name  has  frequently 
appeared  in  the  records  of  old  New  York  printed  in  our  reports. 
He  was  born  March  25,  1753,  and  died  July  30,  1831,  He  was 
a  lawyer  by  profession  and  when  the  War  for  Independence  be- 
gan in  1176  he  was  appointed  a  Captain  in  Col.  McDougall's) 
regiment  of  New  York  Continental  Infantry.  In  April,  1777, 
when  military  secretary  of  Gen.  Schuyler,  Congress  made  him 
Deputy  Muster-Master-General  of  the  Northern  Department  with 
the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel.  When  this  position  was  abolished, 
he  became  Inspector  General  at  West  Point.  About  1780  he  be- 
came recording  secretary  of  the  official  and  private  correspondence 
of  Washington  and  so  remained  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

As  shown  by  the  Common  Council  minutes  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  published  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  this  Society,  he  became 
Recorder  of  the  City  of  New  York  upon  the  reorganization  of 
the  Citv  Government  at  the  close  of  the  War,  and  continued  to 
hold  that  office  for  several  years.  He  was  also  elected  a  member 
of  the  Legislature,  in  which,  among  other  services,  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  which  revised  the  statutes  of  the  State  issued 
in  1789.  He  acted  as  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  in  1787  and 
1788,  and  in  1789  was  appointed  Attorney  General.  In  Sep- 
tember of  the  latter  year  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  New  York, 
holding  that  office  until  1801.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  he 
was  President  of  the  New  York  State  Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 

The  foregoing  is  certainly  a  record  worthy  of  remembrance  in 
the  nomenclature  of  the  City. 

New  Name  Proposed  for  Central  Park 

Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  illustration  of  the  propensity  for 
renaming  public  places  was  afforded  on  February  5,  1915,  when 
a  resolution  was  introduced  in  the  convention  of  the  New  York 
City  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  proposing  to  rename  Central 
Park,  New  York  City,  in  honor  of  President  Wilson.  The  reso- 
lution read  as  follows : 
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'■  Kesolved,  That  the  Governor  or  Mayor  of  Kew  York  City,  or 
whoever  has  the  power  to  change  the  names  of  public  parks  of 
New  York  City,  shall  change  the  name  of  Central  Park  (no 
longer  in  the  center  of  the  City,  since  the  Bronx  has  been  included 
within  the  City  limits)  to  Woodrow  Wilson  Park,  on  account  of 
his  far-sighted  statesmanship  in  dealing  with  the  AEexican  situa- 
tion, and  keeping  this  covmtry  peaceful  in  these  barbarous  times, 
when  the  very  soul  of  man  is  outraged,  and  also  for  the  beautiful 
example  he  has  set  for  the  United  States  and  the  world  at  large 
in  his  advice  for  neutrality,  and  advocating  peace  while  this 
slaughter  of  innocent  human  beings  is  going  on  in  Europe,  where 
human  lives  are  being  blotted  out  by  the  thousands." 

The  resolution,  which  was  not  without  supporters,  was  tabled, 
however,  almost  without  objection ;  and  to  show  that  no  disrespect 
was  intended  toward  the  President,  the  members  of  the  convention 
rose  to  tliBir  feet. 

New  Names  Proposed  for  Other  Parks 

In  May,  1914,  a  movement  was  started  to  change  the  name  of 
some  Xew  York  City  Park  in  honor  of  the  late  Jacob  A.  Riis. 
One  suggestion,  made  May  25,  was  to  change  the  name  of  Colum- 
bus Park,  formerly  Mulberry  Bend  Park,  to  Jacob  A.  Riis  Park. 
This  plan,  however,  was  not  successful.  In  the  same  month  it 
was  proposed  to  rename  the  City  Park  at  Rockaway  Beach  in 
honor  of  Mr.  Riis.  The  situation  with  respect  to  the  latter  park 
is  anomalous.  Under  the  act  aiithorizing  the  purchase  of  the 
property,  the  park  was  designated  as  Seaside  Park.  Later  on 
it  Avas  called  Telewana  Park.  Soon  after  Park  Commissioner 
John  E.  Weier  assumed  office  in  May,  1914,  he  directed  that  the 
actual  name  given  by  the  Legislature  be  used.  In  June,  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  began  the  consideration  of  an  ordinance  to 
change  the  name  to  Jacob  A.  Riis  Park.  This  ordinance  was 
passed  and  became  a  law  without  the  approval  or  disapproval  of 
the  Mayor.  Commissioner  Weier  has  submitted  to  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  the  question  whether  the  Aldermen  have  power  to 
change  a  name  fixed  by  act  of  the  Legislature. 
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Proposal  to  Name  the  Jumel  Mansion  in  Roger  Morris  Park 
"  Washington's  Headquarters  " 

On  December  22,  1914,  and  January  19,  1915,  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  JSTew  York  City  referred  to  tlie  Coinmittee  on  Public 
Tboronghfares  the  following  resolution: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  historic  building  situated  in  Roger  Mor- 
ris Park,  located  at  Edgecombe  Avenue  and  West  161st  Street, 
Borough  of  Manhattan,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  designated  as 
'  Washington's  Headquarters  '  and  the  President  of  the  Borough 
and  the  Commissioner  of  Parks  are  hereby  authorized  to  inscribe 
the  records  and  maps  of  the  City  of  New  York  in  accordance 
therewith." 

On  February  11,  1915,  the  Committee  reported: 

"  That,  having  examined  the  subject,  it  believes  the  proposed 
change  of  name  to  be.  more  in  accordance  with  the  history  of  the 
building.  This  change  is  advocated  by  the  Park  Commissioner 
and  Alderman  Boschen,  who  have  informed  the  Committee  that 
the  societies  and  associations  interested  in  the  building  also  favor 
the  change.  It,  therefore,  recommends  that  the  said  resolution 
be  adopted." 

In  connection  with  the  report,  the  following  statement,  fur- 
nished to  Alderman  Frank  L.  Dowling  by  C.  C.  Williamson, 
librarian  of  the  Municipal  Reference  branch  of  the  JSTew  York 
Public  Library  in  the  Municipal  Building,  was  made  a  part  of 
the  papers  connected  with  the  resolution: 

"  The  Jumel  mansion  was  erected  in  1765  by  Lt.  Col.  Roger 
Morris,  an  aide  on  the  staff  of  General  Braddock  of  the  British 
army.  He  was  a  comrade  of  Washington  in  the  attack  on  Fort 
Duquesne  and  was  with  General  Wolfe  at  Quebec.  The  house 
was  occupied  as  headquarters  by  Washing-ton  in  1776,  by  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  in  1777,  and  from  1778  throughout  the  war  by 
generals  of  the  Hessian  army.  After  the  Revolution,  Col.  Morris 
went  with  his  wife  to  England,  where  he  died  in  1794.  The 
house  was  confiscated  as  the  property  of  a  loyalist  and  sold.  In 
1785  it  became  a  public  tavern  with  the  name  Calumet  Hall,  and 
there  Washington  and  his  cabinet  dined  in  1790. 

"At  that  time  Stephen  Jumel  was  a  coffee  planter  in  San  Do- 
mingo. On  account  of  the  insurrection  of  the  blacks  and  the 
massacre  of  the  French  inhabitants,  he  fled  to  St.  Helena,  whence 
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he  came  to  Xew  York,  becoming  before  long  a  wealthy  wine  mer- 
chant. In  1804  he  was  married  in  St.  Peter's  church  in  Barclay 
Street,  to  Eliza  Bowens,  who  was  born  in  Providence.  In  1810 
he  bought  the  Morris  mansion,  restoring  it  to  its  original  condi- 
tion and  here  lived  with  ^Ime.  Jurael  and  her  niece,  Mary 
Bowens,  in  social  splendor,  entertaining  many  of  the  celebrities 
of  the  time.  Jn  1815  Jumel  conceived  the  idea  of  bringing  J^a- 
poleon  Bonaparte  to  iVmerica,  and.  with  his  family,  went  to 
France  in  his  own  ship  for  that  purpose.  The  French  Emperor, 
however,  thought  it  beneath  his  dignity  to  consent  to  the  plan. 
The  Jumels  remained  in  Paris  several  years,  maintaining  there 
a  mag-nificent  home,  frequented  by  many  of  the  French  elite. 
Their  American  home  meantime  was  rented.  Finally,  losing 
their  fortune  as  a  result  of  the  Napoleonic  wars,  they  returned  to 
America,  bringing  many  presents  from  ]^^apoleon  and  souvenirs 
of  his  reign.  Mme.  Jumel  and  her  niece  came  in  1821  and 
Stephen  Jumel  in  1828.  About  this  time  also  a  number  of 
cypress  trees,  originally  given  to  Xapoleon  by  the  Khedive  of 
Egypt,  were  presented  to  M.  Jumel  by  Louis  XVIII  and  planted 
near  the  gateway  to  the  mansion  grounds.  Twenty  were  living 
in  1903. 

"  M.  Jumel  succeeded  in  partially  rebuilding  his  fortune  and 
the  family  resumed  somewhat  their  former  style  of  living,  though 
in  a  more  reserved  manner.  Louis  Xapoleon,  Jerome  and  Joseph 
Bonaparte  wei'e  at  various  times  entertained  at  the  mansion.  In 
1832  Ste])hen  Jumel  died  and  was  buried  in  the  grounds  of  the 
Cathedral  of  St  Patrick  in  Prince  Street. 

"  ISTelson  Chase,  an  able  lawyer  and  man  of  letters,  once  called 
*  the  best-read  man  in  the  United  States,'  married  Mme.  Jumel's 
niece,  IMary  Bowens,  and  lived  at  the  mansion.  Having  in  pro- 
fessional relations  met  Aaron  Burr,  he  brought  him  to  the  house, 
with  the  result  that  ^Ime.  Jumel  was  married  to  Burr  in  1833. 
As  the  result  however,  of  Burr's  obtaining  control  of  some  of  her 
money  and  investing  it  unwisely,  an  estrangement  and  separa- 
tion, and.  acc(u'ding  to  one  statement,  a  divorce,  followed  within 
a  few  months  of  the  marriage.    Burr  died  in  183G. 

"  ]\Ime.  Jumel  lived  on  at  the  mansion,  quietly  extending  hos- 
pitality and  benevolence  as  before.  In  1847  she  contributed 
several  thousand  dollars  to  the  relief  of  the  potato  famine  suffer- 
ers in  Ireland.  In  18r)2  she  visited  Paris  and  received  many 
courtesies  from  ]>ouis  Xapoleon,  then  President  of  the  French 
Republic.  She  died  in  18G5,  aged  96,  and  her  tomb  may  be  seen 
in  Trinity  cemetery,  west  of  Broadway,  at  154th  Street.  Some- 
thing less  than  $1,000,000  worth  of  property  remained  after  the 
suits  over  her  will. 
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"  After  the  death  of  Chase,  the  property  changed  hands  sev- 
eral times  and  finally  in  May,  1903,  it  was  purchased  by  the  city 
for  $235,000.  On  December  28,  1903,  the  house  was  formally 
opened  under  the  auspices  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  on  Janu- 
ary 19,  1905,  the  Park  Department  decided  to  retain  control.  In 
1907  the  Washington's  Headquarters  Association  of  New  York 
and  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  acquired  the  use 
of  the  house  for  a  museum  of  historic  relics  and  furnishings  of 
the  period  of  the  Revolution." 

A  description  of  the  house  and  the  share  of  the  American 
Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society  in  its  acquisition  by 
the  City,  and  other  references  to  the  subject,  will  be  found  in  our 
Annual  Reports  as  follows:  Fifth,  1900,  pages  21-23;  Sixth, 
1901,  pages  23-24;  Seventh,  1902,  pages  22-23;  Eighth,  1903, 
pages  29-31;  Ninth,  1904,  pages  37^2;  Tenth,  1905,  page  37; 
Eleventh,  1906,  page  55 ;  Thirteenth,  1908,  page  72;  Fifteenth, 
1910  pages  55-60  (on  date  of  erection  and  plan  of  renovation)  ; 
Seventeenth,  1912,  pages  154,  192,  295,  353 ;  and  Eighteenth, 
1913,  pages  90,  100,  148.  A  picture  of  the  building  appears 
opposite  page  29  and  a  map  of  the  park  opposite  page  30  of  our 
Report  for  1903,  and  a  picture  of  the  Jumel  tomb  in  plate  18 
of  our  Report  for  1913. 

The  Board  of  Aldermen  referred  the  report  on  ofiicial  name 
of  the  building  back  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Thoroughfares 
where  it  rests  at  this  writing.  The  designation  proposed  seems 
to  be  eminently  appropriate  and  we  trust  that  it  will  be  adopted. 
The  building  was  taken  by  the  City  chiefly  on  account  of  itg 
association  with  Washington,  and  following  precedents  in  other 
cities  like  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  and  Morristown,  N.  J.,  it  seems 
desirable  to  perpetuate  the  building's  chief  distinction  in  its 
name. 

Proposed  Cliange  of  Name  of  Little  Neck,  L.  I. 

In  June,  1914,  a  movement  was  started  in  the  village  of  Little 
Neck,  L.  I.,  for  a  change  of  name.  Little  Neck  is  a  peninsula 
at  the  head  of  Little  Neck  Bay,  an  indentation  of  Long  Island 
Sound  in  the  Borough  of  Queens,  New  York  City.  It  is  one  of 
numerous  peninsulas  called  "  necks,"  on  the  Long  Island  shore, 
being  adjoined  on  the  east  by  Great  Neck,  from  which  its  name 
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distinguishes  it.  The  iiortheni  shore  of  Long  Island  has  been 
famous,  from  time  immemorial,  for  its  excellent  oysters  and 
elanis;  and  'Oyster  Bay,  a  few  miles  to  the  eastward,  the  resi- 
dential village  of  ex-President  Roosevelt,  derives  its  name  from 
these  bivalves.  Little  Xeck  oysters  and  clams  have  long  been 
esteemed  a  delicacy  on  account  of  their  fine  flavor;,  and  it  is  on 
acccunt  of  this  reputation  that  a  prominent  business  man  in  the 
village  started  the  movement  to  change  its  name.  His  argument 
is  stated  as  follows : 

"  The  principal  reason  that  I  am  urging  the  change  of  name  is 
that  whene\'er  I  go  to  the  City,  the  people  ask  me  the  price  of 
clams.  Then  there  is  a  place  called  Great  J^eck  beyond  us,  and 
strangers  at  once  conclude  that  the  place  is  greater  than  ours. 
Any  other  name  would  be  acceptable  to  us.  We  don't  care  what 
we  are  rechristened.  A  rose  by  any  other  name  will  smell  as 
sweet.  But  Ave  people  of  Little  l^eck  strenuously  object  to  hav- 
ing our  community  associated  with  a  popular  brand  of  clam." 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  state  of  mind  which  leads  to 
the  desire  to  change  a  time-honored  name  on  such  trivial  grounds. 
The  case  was  somewhat  dift'erent  a  few  years  ago  with  the  village 
of  Sing  Sing,  whose  name  had  become  so  identified  with  the 
State's  Prison  at  that  place  that  merchants  were  seriously  incon- 
venienced in  the  sale  of  their  products  to  persons  who  lived  at 
a  distance  and  could  not  tell  whether  "  Sing  Sing  "  products  were 
prison-made  or  otherwise.  The  change  of  the  name  Sing  Sing 
to  its  Indian  equivalent,  Ossining,  was  felicitous.  In  the  case  of 
Little  Xeck,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  villagers  could  thrive  under 
their  historic  name,  associated  as  it  may  be  with  sea-food,  if  a; 
President  of  the  United  States  can  take  pride,  as  he  does,  in  the 
village  name  of  Oyster  Bay.  The  logic  of  such  proposed  changes 
is  that  if  a  new  name  is  adopted,  it  should  be  changed  again  aa 
soon  as  it  becomes  identified  with  its  local  characteristic,  and  so 
ad  infinitum. 

Names  Instead  of  Niimhers  for  PuLUc  Schools 

In  the  fall  of  1914  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  City  of  New 
York  proposed  an  extension  of  the  policy  of  giving  the  names  of 
distinguished  persons  to  public  schools  instead  of  designating  them 
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by  numbers ;  and  the  policy  was  heartily  approved  by  the  Trustees 
of  this  Society  in  a  resolution  adopted  November  9,  1914.  There 
are  in  'New  York  City  558  public  schools.  Heretofore,  the  great 
majority  of  the  schools  have  been  designated  by  numbers,  and 
most  of  those  otherwise  designated  have  been  High  Schools.  Some 
of  the  schools  liearing  the  names  of  distinguished  persons  are  as 
follows : 

Manhattan  Borough 

Hunter  College  (ISTormal  College)  named  after  Thomas 
Hunter,  Ph  D.,  LL.  D.,  President  of  the  College  from  1870  to 
1906  and  since  then  President  Emeritus. 

De  Witt  Clinton  High  School,  named  after  the  Governor  of  the 
State  and  Maj^or  of  the  City,  of  ISTew  York. 

Stuyvesant  High  School,  named  after  Peter  Stuyvesant,  last 
Director  General  of  ISTew  !Netherland. 

Wadleigh  High  School,  named  after  Miss  Lydia  Wadleigh,  a 
school  principal. 

Julia  Richmond  High  School,  named  after  a  District  Superin- 
tendent. 

Washinglon  Irving  High  School,  named  after  the  author. 

Bronx  Borough 

Morris  High  School,  named  after  Gouverneur  Morris,  patriot 
and  member  of  the  New  York  Pronvincial  Congress. 

Evander  Childs  High  School,  named  after  a  school  principal. 

Queens  Borough 

Brj'ant  High  School,  named  after  William  Cullen  Bryant,  the 
poet. 

Richmond  Borough 

Curtis  High  School,  named  after  George  William  Curtis,  the 
author  and  editor. 

Brooldyn  Borough 

Erasmus  Hall  High  School,  named  after  Erasmus  of  Rotter- 
dam (1467-1536),  teacher  and  man  of  letters.  This  school  was 
founded  in  1786  as  a  private  school  called  Erasmus  Hall.  It  be- 
came a  public  school  in  1896. 

It  will  be  observed  that  all  of  the  foregoing  names  except  that 
of  Erasmus  are  those  of  men  and  women  who  have  been  identified 
with  the  history  of  the  City. 

In  January,  1915,  the  Board  of  Education  gave  to  Public 
School  No.  18  in  Brooklyn  the  name  of  the  Edward  Bush  School, 
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in  honor  of  the  man  who  presided  over  the  school  as  principal  for 
')7  years. 

The  present  movement  for  naming  the  public  schools  took  defi- 
nite shape  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  on  Octo- 
ber 29,  1914,  when  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

"  Resolved.  That  the  Board  of  Superintendents  recommends  to 
the  Board  of  Education  that  all  the  public  schools  of  The  City  of 
Xew  York  be  given  distinctive  names,  and  that  the  several  local 
school  boards  of  the  city  be  requested  to  state  their  objections  to, 
or  sTiggestions  for  the  improvement  of,  the  names  that  may  be 
submitted  to  them  by  lhe  Board  of  Superintendents. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Superintendents  recommends 
that,  in  the  naming  of  schools,  the  following  plan  be  adopted: 

1.  The  names  of  schools  in  one  borough  shall  not  be  dupli- 
cated in  another  boronu'h. 

2.  That  where  the  name  of  a  stree'^^  on  which  a  school  is  lo- 
cated is  a  suitable  and  desirable  name  for  the  school,  that  name 
be  proposed  for  the  school. 

3.  That  the  following  be  suggested  as  classes  of  names  from 

O  OCT 

which  the  names  of  schools  may  be  selected : 

(a)  i^ames  of  illustrious  Americans,  those  of  thigh  rank  in  ex- 
ploration and  discovery,  statesmanship,  science,  and  art,  inven- 
tion, education  and  literature. 

(b)  ISTaraes  of  citizens  of  any  land  who  were  distinguished  for 
contribution  to  the  welfare  and  progress  of  mankind. 

(c)  Names  of  historic  or  distinctive  localities  in  the  City  of 
T^ew  York. 

(d)  Xames  of  officials  and  educators  of  Xew  York  City  or 
State,  noteworthy  for  civic  pride  and  achievement,  providing 
they  are  no  longer  among  the  living. 

(e)  Xames  of  New  York  City  Streets." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Education  held  on  November 
25th,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted:  ■ 

Resolved,  That  the  recommendations  submitted  by  the  Board 
of  Superintendents  as  contained  in  the  above  quoted  resolutions 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  approved,  and  that  the  Board  of  Super- 
intendents be  authorized  to  take  up  the  matter  of  names  for  the 
schools  with  the  Local  School  Boards,  as  recommended  in  the  first 
of  said  resolutions." 
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The  Board  of  Superintendents  selected  names  for  the  558 
schools  and  on  January  14,  1915,  they  were  submitted  to  the 
local  school  boards  for  suggestions  and  they  are  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

The  Collegiate  Equal  Suffrage  League  has  recommended  to  the 
Board  of  Education  the  names  of  several  distinguished  women  for 
public  schools,  including  those  of  Louise  M.  Alcott,  writer  of  books 
which  have  been  read  by  the  girls  of  several  generations ;  Grace 
Darling,  the  heroine  of  the  Rhode  Island  lighthouse ;  Charlotte 
Bronte,  the  English  novelist ;  Maria  Mitchell,  the  astronomer ;  and 
Florence  iSTightiugale,  the  humanitarian. 

IIv^DISCRIMIXATE  MEMORIALS  IJsT  PUBLIC  PLACES 

Closely  allied  to  the  subject  of  the  changing  of  place  names 
for  trivial  reasons,  discussed  on  page  144  preceding,  is  that  of 
the  indiscriminate  erection  of  memorials  in  public  places.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year,  Mr.  Carl  F.  Pilat,*  Landscape  Architect  of  the 
Department  of  Parks  of  the  City  of  ITew  York,  has  taken  a  de- 
cided stand  on  this  question.  The  importance  of  Mr.  Pilat's 
attitude  on  this  subject  is  due  to  the  fact  that  he  occupies  a  quite 
unusual  position  in  relation  to  changes  and  improvements  in  the 
parks.  Such  changes  cannot  be  made  without  his  approval. 
Years  ago,  to  prevent  injudicious  innovations  by  Park  Commis- 
sioners, the  Landscape  Architect  was  given  the  power  which  is 
now  expressed  in  section  611  of  the  City  Charter  referring  tO'  the 
the  Park  Board  as  follows: 

"  The  Board  may  employ,  when  thereto  authorized  by  the 
Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment,  a  Landscape  Architect, 
skilled  and  expert,  Avhose  assent  shall  be  requisite  to  all  plans  and 
works  or  changes  thereof  respecting  the  conformation,  develop- 
ment or  ornamentation  of  any  of  the  parks,  squares,  or  public 
places  of  the  City,  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be  uniform  and 
symmetrical  at  all  times." 


*  Mr.  Pilat  is  the  nepliew  of  Mr.  Ignatz  A.  Pilat,  Chief  Landscape  Gardener 
of  Central  Park,  who  died  September  17,  1870.  The  latter  was  a  man  of  cul- 
tured taste  and  great  ability,  whose  name  is  entitled  to  be  cherished  with 
those  of  Fredericlc  Law  Olmsted,  Calvert  Vaux,  Jacob  Wvev  Mould,  R.  M. 
Hunt,  and  others  who  have  left  their  impress  upon  the  parks  of  the  Metropolis. 
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One  of  the  things  which  evoked  the  Landscape  Architect's  ex- 
pressions on  this  subject  was  the  application  to  the  Park  Depart- 
ment for  a  site  in  Bowling  Green  for  a  statne  to  John  Ogden, 
who,  with  his  brother,  was  awarded  a  contract  by  Director  General 
Kieft  to  build  the  Church  in  Fort  Amsterdam.  The  Landscape 
Architect,  in  reading  the  history  of  the  man's  life,  could  not  find 
that  he  rendered  any  specially  noteworthy  services  to  the  City 
'beyond  the  building  of  a  church  under  contract.  His  chief  activ- 
ities were  the  acquisition  of  land  and  the  promoting  of  commercial 
enterprises;  and  his  operations  were  principally  in  Hempstead, 
L.  I.,  and  Elizabeth,  X.  J.,  of  which  latter  place  he  was  Schout 
and  is  said  to  have  been  the  founder.  The  Landscape  Architect 
was  doubtful  if  the  erection  of  the  statue  in  Bowling  Green  was 
proper  from  either  an  ethical  or  historical  standpoint  and  he  sug- 
gested that  Elizabeth,  X.  J.,  was  a  more  appropriate  place  than 
Bowling  Green  Park. 

In  an  official  letter  to  the  Commissioner  of  Parks  for  the  Bor- 
oughs of  ^lanhattan  and  Richmond,  dated  May  15,  1914,  Mr. 
Pilat  calls  attention  to  a  dozen  or  more  offers  of  memorial  foun- 
tains, statues,  etc.,  to  the  City,  for  which  the  City  was  expected 
to  provide  sites  and  make  improvements  costing  in  some  cases 
more  than  the  gift.  For  instance,  the  City  pays  $85,000  to  re- 
arrange the  Plaza  at  the  southeastern  corner  of  Central  Park  to 
form  a  setting  for  a  $50,000  memorial  fountain.  In  another  case, 
a  generous  citizen  asks  the  City  to  donate  a  library  site  in  St. 
Xicholas  Park  and  to  contribute  $100,000  for  foundation  and 
setting,  provided  the  donors  can  raise  $150,000.  The  proposition 
to  erect  a  building  for  the  Academy  of  Design  in  Central  Park 
and  to  put  the  Lenox  Library  in  Central  Park,  are  familiar  ex- 
amples of  generously  intended  propositions  conditional  upon  the 
City  giving  valuable  property  and  contributing  generously  to  con- 
struction and  maintenance. 

The  argument  in  favor  of  the  City's  sharing  in  the  expense  of 
the  erecticn  of  a  library,  fountain  or  work  of  art  is  obvious.  If 
an  individual  offers  generously  to  contribute  a  part  of  the  cost  of 
something  which  is  going  to  benefit  the  City  at  large,  it  is  not 
unreasonable  to  ask  the  City  to  bear  a  share  of  the  expense.  But 
when  a  memorial  is  prompted  and  proposed  mainly  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  immortalizing  tiie  name  of  someone  who  has  not  rendered 
conspicuous  public  service,  the  question  is  different.  Mr.  Pilat, 
in  his  letter  of  May  15,  1914,  to  the  Park  Commissioner,  said: 

"  It  should  not  be  possible  for  the  descendants  of  a  man  to 
erect  a  memorial  on  public  lands  just  because  they  are  so  fortim- 
ate  as  to  be  able  to  afford  it.  If  the  descendants  wish  to  erect  a 
monument  in  the  City  ihey  should  be  required  to  provide  a  site 
and  an  endowment  for  its  maintenance. 

"  In  the  case  of  memorials  to  especially  worthy  and  distin- 
guished persons  to  which  it  would  be  proper  to  give  a  site  in  a 
public  park,  the  committee  in  charge  should  provide  sufficient 
fmids  not  only  to  pay  for  the  work  of  art,  but  also  for  all  work  in 
connection  with  its  setting,  such  as  paving,  curbing,  fencing  and 
any  change  in  layout  of  its  entire  site,  should  that  be  necessary. 

"Is  it  proper  to  use  public  lands  for  memorials  to  individuals 
unless  they  have  accomplished  eminent  services  either  to  the  com- 
munity or  for  humanity  in  aeneral  ?  The  distinguished  deeds, 
thoughts,  or  lives  of  men  form  the  real  and  lasting  monuments  to 
them  and  the  erection  of  a  visible  memorial  should  be  an  expres- 
sion of  appreciation  on  the  part  of  the  public. 

"  We  should  remember  that  many  men  have  lived,  worked  and 
died  up  to  the  present  time  —  men  whose  works  and  thoughts 
have  greatly  benefited  the  world  and  who  deserve  public  recogni- 
tion, but  to  whom  no  memorial  has  been  erected.  We  must  also 
bear  in  mind  that  the  world  will  not  end  with  our  generation. 
There  undoubtedly  will  be  great  philosophers,  scientists,  artists, 
composers,  patriots,  soldiers,  and  statesmen  in  the  coming  ages 
as  in  the  past.  But  the  number  of  suitable  sites  in  public  grounds 
will  not  be  increased  materially,  and  we  should  guard  these  few 
places  very  jealously  so  that  that  may  be  preserved  for  the  char- 
acters who  are  without  question  preeminently  worthy  of  public 
recognition  and  esteem." 

With  the  general  principles  expressed  by  Mr.  Pilat  this  Society 
is  in  accord. 

HALL  OF  FAME 

Rules  Concerning  Adinission  of  Foreign  Born  Amended 

In  the  Hall  of  Fame  at  ISTew  York  University,  more  discrimina- 
tion has  been  exercised  in  awarding  titles  to  public  recognition 
than  in  many  of  the  public  places  of  the  City.  In  1914,  the  rules 
of  admission  to  the  Hall  of  Fame  were  liberalized  so  that  now, 
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distiuguislied  Americans  of  foreign  birth  but  American  residence 
can  be  recognized  therein,  upon  exactly  the  same  basis  as  Ameri- 
can born  persons. 

In  onr  Thirteenth  Annual  Report  (1908)  we  gave  an  official 
account  of  the  Hall  of  Fame,  established  in  1900,  its  constitution 
and  rules,  a  summary  of  proceedings  prior  to  1907,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings attending  the  dedication  of  tablets  on  May  30,  1907. 
And  in  our  Sixteenth  Report  (1911)  we  gave  the  results  of  the 
election  of  names  in  1910  to  be  inscribed  in  the  Hall  and  a  com- 
plete roster  of  the  names  elected  to  that  date.  In  our  Seventeenth 
Report  (1912)  we  gave  the  amended  rules  for  eletion. 

Up  to  last  year,  the  Constitution  provided  for  the  placing  of 
names  of  only  native  born  Americans  in  the  main  Hall  of  Fame, 
under  paragraph  5  of  section  II  as  follows : 

''(5)  No  name  may  be  inscribed  except  of  a  person  born  in 
what  is  now  the  territory  of  the  United  States  and  of  a  person 
who  has  been  deceased  at  least  ten  years." 

But  another  section,  IV,  contained  the  following  provision : 

'■  An  edifice  desigiied  for  the  commemoration  of  great  Ameri- 
cans of  foreign  nativity  will  be  joined  as  soon  as  means  shall  have 
been  provided  to  the  present  Hall  of  Fame  with  harmonious 
architecture  to  contain  space  for  at  least  twenty-five  memorial 
tablets.  Six  of  these  shall  be  set  apart  in  the  year  1905  for  the 
commemoration  of  six  American  men  of  foreign  birth  who  shall 
then  have  been  deceased  ten  years.  An  additional  panel  shall  be 
devoted  to  one  name  each  siicceeding  five  years  throughout  the 
twentieth  century.  The  rules  in  section  II,  excepting  the  sixth, 
will  be  observed  in  the  choosing  of  these  names." 

In  1914,  paragraph  5  of  section  II  before  quoted  was  amended 
by  changing  the  word  "  bom  "  to  "  whose  home  was,"  so  that  it 
reads  as  follows: 

"  (5)  No  name  may  be  inscribed  except  of  a  person  whose 
home  was  in  what  is  now  the  territory  of  the  Uni'ed  States  and 
of  a  person  who  has  been  deceased  at  least  ten  years." 

Section  IV  before  quoted  was  repealed.  The  admission  of 
foreign-bom  and  native-born  Americans  now  rests  on  the  same 
plane. 

Chancellor-emeritus  Henry  Mitchell  MacCracken  of  New  York 
University,  who  is  Committeeman  of  the  Hall  of  Fame,  writing 
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to  us  under  date  of  February  3,  1915,  in  regard  to  these  changes, 
says : 

"  The  elections  of  1900,  1905,  and  1910  proved  that  very  few 
foreign  born  Americans  were  regarded  by  the  one  hundred  Elec- 
tors as  famous,  according  to  the  definition  of  this  word  quoted  in 
the  Rules  for  Elections.  After  the  election  of  four  names,  to  wit, 
Alexander  Hamilton,  John  Paul  Jones,  Louis  Agassiz,  and  Roger 
Williams,  no  foreign  born  American  has  commanded  the  votes  of 
one-third  of  the  Electors.  In  1910,  when  asked  to  elect  four 
famous  foreign  born  names,  they  elected  only  one,  Roger  Wil- 
liams. A  further  surprising  fact  was  the  evident  preference  of 
our  foreign  born  Americans  that  their  great  names  in  the  past 
should  be  voted  for  imder  the  same  conditions  as  native  born 
Americans,  even  at  the  plain  risk  that  this  may  result  in  the  plac- 
ing of  a  smaller  number  of  foreign  born  citizens  in  the  roll  of  the 
Hall  of  Fame. 

"  Fairness  requires  that  now  that  the  provision  for  a  separate 
roll  for  great  foreign  born  Americans  is  relinquished,  the  four 
names  mentioned  above,  Hamilton,  Jones  Agassiz,  and  Williams, 
should  be  submitted  in  the  election  coming  on  the  present  year 
for  the  consideration  of  the  one  hundred  Electors  on  precisely  the 
same  footing  with  the  native  born  Americans  that  shall  be  put  in 
nomination  in  the  month  of  May,  three  months  hence.  The 
bronze  tablets  already  made  by  the  Tiffany  Studios  for  the  first 
three  of  these  names  are  at  present  placed  in  the  ^^hiseum,  to 
await  the  decision  of  the  one  hundred  Electors  respecting  them, 
which  will  be  given  next  October  first. 

"  I  may  add  that  the  moneys  that  I  had  received  towards  the 
building  of  the  Hall  of  Fame  for  Foreign  Born,  something  over 
ten  thousand  dollars.  I  have  persuaded  the  givers  to  devote  to 
other  portions  of  the  edifice.  Also,  the  site  that  was  thought  of 
for  the  Hall  for  the  Foreign  Born  is  now  to  be  devoted  to  the  Hall 
of  Fame  for  Women. 

"Finally,  since  the  question  of  bronze  tablets  for  the  four 
Americans  of  foreign  birth  already  chosen  will  remain  unde- 
termined imtil  af'er  the  election  of  this  year,  1915,  it  is  thought 
wise  to  postpone  the  third  public  unveiling  of  tablets  in  the  Colon- 
nade until  Decoration  Day,  1916.  On  that  day,  therefore,  there 
will  take  place  a  public  unveiling  of  those  to  be  voted  in  1915  as 
well  as  those  voted  in  1910." 
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CEMETERY  OF  FAME 
National  Mortuary  Athoretum  of  Cleveland,  0. 

It  may  be  said  for  the  benefit  of  those  living  at  a  distance  from 
JiTew  York  to  whom  the  Annual  Reports  of  this  Society  go,  and 
who  may  not  be  familiar  with  the  history  of  the  Hall  of  Fame 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  heading,  that  the  Hall  of  Fame 
is  not  a  place  for  the  burial  of  the  dead.  It  is  an  institution 
established  at  jSTew  York  University  for  commemorating  illus- 
trious American  dead  by  means  of  tablets  and  statuary.  In  con- 
trast with  this  idea  we  have  the  jilan  announced  from  Cleveland, 
0.,  on  December  29,  1914,  for  what  is  called  a  "  mortuary  arbore- 
tum "  but  which  may  also  be  designated  as  a  Cemetery  of  Fame. 
There  is  no  exact  counterpart  of  this  mortuary  arboretum  any- 
where ;  and"the  idea  of  having  a  single  sanctuary  for  the  illustrious 
dead  of  a  nation  has  been  developed  on  a  large  scale  only  in 
Westminster  Abbey.  In  the  older  civilizations  the  tombs  of  the 
rulers  were  located  in  diiferent  places.  The  Pyramids  serve  as 
examples  of  the  Egyptian  customs,  while  the  Ming  tombs  at  i^an- 
king  are  examples  of  the  Chinese  method.  J^either  the  Pantheon 
at  Rome  nor  the  Pantheon  at  Paris  contains  a  large  number  of 
tombs  of  illustrioiis  dead.  In  Rome,  many  of  the  heads  of  the 
Church  are  buried  in  St.  Peter's,  and  in  Paris,  jSTapoleon's  tomb 
is  in  the  Domes  des  Invalides.  But  England,  in  pursuance  of  a 
custom  of  centuries,  has  fonned  in  Westminster  Abbey  a  Walhalla 
which  is  profoundly  impressive  by  the  concentration  of  the  memo- 
rials of  her  distinguished  men  and  women.  JSTo'  one  with  any 
sensibilities  can  move  among  the  memorials  erected  in  that  place 
to  kings,  warriors,  poets,  philosophers,  musicians,  philanthropists 
—  all  classes  of  the  great  —  without  experiencing  deep  emotion 
and  being  stirred  by  many  and  various  thoughts. 

In  the  United  States  we  have  not,  and  probably  never  can  have, 
anything  like  Westminster  Abbey.  In  the  old  Hall  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  Capitol  at  Washington,  we  have  a  memorial 
Statuary  Hall*,  to  which  each  State  of  the  Union  is  privileged  to 
contribute  marble  or  bronze  effigies  of  two  of  her  most  illustrious 
sons,  but  it  lacks  the  consecration  and  the  moving  associations  of 
a  burial  place.    Arlington  i^ational  Cemetery,  across  the  Potomac 
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River  from  Washington,  possesses  a  remarkable  interest  from  the 
fact  that  it  contains  the  graves  of  nearly  20,000  Union  soldiers 
and  many  of  their  principal  Generals  ;  but  this  interest  is  limited 
first  by  the  fact  that  it  is  a  military  cemetery,  and  also  by  the 
fact  that  it  does  not  contain  the  remains  of  some  of  our  greatest 
national  heroes.  Washington  is  buried  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Va.,  Grant 
in  Riverside  Park,  JSTevp  York  City,  and  John  Paul  J  ones  (thanks 
to  the  efforts  of  Gen.  Horace  Porter)  in  the  chapel  at  the  Annap- 
olis, Md.,  Naval  Academy.  Generally  speaking,  the  American 
people  have  preferred  to  take  to  their  home  cemeteries  the  bodies 
of  the  men  and  the  women  who  have  endeared  themselves  by 
great  public  service,  and  so  our  illustrious  dead  are  scattered  all 
over  the  country  and  their  graves  are  so  many  local  shrines. 

In  vievp  of  the  conditions  and  customs  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  the  development  of  a  plan  for  a  mortuary  arbore- 
tum at  Cleveland  will  be  vp^atched  vfith  much  interest.  The  pro- 
ject was  conceived  by  Mr.  Albert  F.  Holden  of  that  City,  who 
died  in  May,  1913.  In  memory  of  his  daughter  Elizabeth  Davis 
Holden,  who  had  died  a  few  years  before  at  the  age  of  14  years, 
Mr.  Holden  created  a  trust  for  the  establishment  of  a  mortuary 
arboretum,  as  a  place  of  honor  for  the  burial  of  illustrious  dead, 
in  Lakeview  Cemetery.  Pifty  acres  in  the  eastermost  portion  of 
the  Cemetery  have  been  set  aside  for  this  p-urpose.  The  idea  is 
that  here  shall  be  interred  only  those  who  have  deserved  well  of 
the  l^ation  or  State.  There  may  be  erected  to  them  such  monu- 
ments and  memorials  as  shall  seem  fitting  to  the  cemeterv  Trus- 
tees.  The  land  also  may  be  used  for  the  sites  of  tablets  and  memo- 
rials to  those  who  have  deserved  well  of  the  City  of  Cleveland. 
The  land  is  to  be  devoted  also  to  the  culture  of  trees,  plants,  and 
flowers  on  a  large  scale,  and  the  Tinistees  will  try  to  develop  it 
into  the  best  example  of  landscape  gardening,  and  tree  and  plant 
development  in  the  country. 

After  the  Trustees  have  used  annually  such  part  of  the  income 
as'  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  purposes  stated,  they  may 
devote  the  remainder  to  beautifying  and  improving  other  parts 
of  Lakeview  Cemetery,  so  that  the  entire  cemetery  of  300  acres 
shall  be  known  as  "  the  best  example  of  landscape  gardening  and 
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arboreal  and  liorticultural  development  used  for  tlie  Inirial  of  tlie 
dead." 

If  at  any  time  all  or  part  of  the  payments  to  tlie  cemetery  shall 
be  deemed  unnecessary  by  Mr.  Holden's  trustees,  because  of  the 
stage  of  development  reached  or  for  any  other  cause,  it  is  provided 
that  the  payments  may  be  discontinued  and  all  or  part  of  the 
withheld  i>ayments  shall  be  used  to  improve  Cleveland's  park 
system.  It  is  said  that  the  income  from  the  estate  eventually  will 
reach  $200,000  a  year. 

NEW  YORK  CITY  SEAL  Am  FLAG 

On  March  23,  1915,  the  Common  Council  of  iSTew  York  City, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Art  Commission  of  the  City, 
adopted  an  -ordinance  prescribing  a  standard  form  for  the  seal 
of  the  corporation  and  also  an  official  flag  for  the  City.*  This 
ordinance  goes  into  effect  on  Jime  24,  1915,  the  250th  anniver- 
sary of  the  inauguration  of  the  MayoT  and  Board  of  Aldermen 
under  the  English  regime.  The  American  Scenic  and  Historic 
Preservation  Society  had  the  pleasure  of  co-operating  with  the 
Art  Commission  Associates  in  working  out  some  of  the  details  of 
their  difficult  task.  The  history  of  the  seal  and  flag,  the  report 
of  the  Art  Commission  Associates  and  the  new  ordinance  relating 
to  the  seal  and  flag  will  be  found  in  Appendix  H  of  this  volume. 
(See  plates  22-28.) 

is^EW  YORK  CITY  ARCHIVES 

The  peril  to  which  the  unpublished  archives  of  the  City  of  IsTew 
York  have  so  long  been  exposed  was  much  reduced  in  1914,  by 
the  transfer  of  those  which  were  stored  in  the  City  ITall  to  the 
new  Municipal  Building.  The  irreparable  loss  which  may  occur 
by  reason  of  fire  in  public  buildings  and  institutions  was  sadly 
illustrated  in  the  fire  which  destroyed  priceless  records  and  objects 
in  the  State  Library  at  Albany  on  March  29,  1911.  A  later  in- 
stance was  given  by  the  fire  in  the  uncompleted  University  IIa.ll 
at  Colimabia  University,  N'ew  York  City,  on  October  10,  1914. 


*  The  ordinance  of  March  23  was  amended  April  27,  1915,  and  includes  pro- 
vision for  a  Mayor's  flag    See  appendix  H. 

G 


162    Amekican  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society 

In  the  latter  fire  Dr.  Ernest  Ricliard,  Professor  of  Germanic  His- 
tory, lost  liis  library  on  the  history  of  Germanic  civilization  and 
personal  notes  which  he  had  gathered  in  a  life-time  of  study; 
while  Dr.  F.  JST.  Cole,  Professor  of  Mathematics  and  Secretary 
of  the  American  Mathematical  Association,  lost  the  documents 
which  that  association  had  accumulated  since  its  organization. 
The  fate  which  was  liable  to  overtake  the  City  archives  while 
they  remained  in  the  City  Hall  has  been  suggested  from  time  to 
time  by  small  fires  discovered  in  that  building.  One  such  fire, 
the  second  within  a  year,  was  discovered  and  extinguished  in  its 
incipiency  November  11,  1914. 

In  July,  1914,  the  City  Clerk  and  City  Librarian  moved  with 
their  archives  to  the  new  Municipal  Building,  which  is  supposed 
to  be  a  fire-proof  building.  But  experience  has  proven  that  so- 
called  "  fire-proof "  buildings  are  rarely  fire-proof  in  fact ;  and 
so  long  as  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council  from  the  close 
of  the  Pevolution  up  to  the  year  1831  and  certain  other  important 
archives  remain  unpublished,  they  are  liable  to  be  lost  irretriev- 
ably almost  any  time.  In  our  last  three  Annual  Reports  we  have 
printed  short  instalments  of  the  Common  Council  proceedings 
covering  the  period  from  February  10,  1784,  to  January  12,  1788, 
and  in  this  Report  we  give  another  instalment.  It  is  not  our 
expectation  to  keep  this  up  indefinitely,  for  it  is  impracticable  to 
reproduce  in  these  Reports  all  the  unpublished  proceedings  up  to 
the  year  1831 ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  by  giving  consecutive  and 
complete  instalments  from  year  to  year  for  a  few  years,  we  may 
demonstrate  the  gi-eat  value  of  the  records,  and  inspire  the  City 
fathers  to  have  them  all  printed.  In  the  meantime,  such  portions, 
as  appear  in  our  Reports  are  placed  beyond  obliteration. 

What  a  systematic  examination  of  the  unpublished  Common 
Coomcil  minutes  may  disclose  with  respect  to  their  completeness,, 
when  it  comes  time  to  publish  them,  it  is  interesting  to  speculate, 
in  view  of  the  following  announcement  which  appeared  in  the 
JSTew  York  Tribune  of  October  15,  1914: 

"  The  original  minutes  of  the  'Common  Council  of  New  York, 
from  April  17,  1809,  to  May  7,  1810,  500  pages,  iu  the  handwrit- 
ing of  the  Recorder,  Pierre  C.  Van  Wyck,  brought  $33,  the  top  [ 
price  yesterday  at  the  final  session  of  the  sale  at  the  Anderson 
Galleries  of  the  Clark  Americana.    It  was  sold  to  P.  Stokes." 
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NEW  YOEK  STATE  AND  CITY  HISTORY 

During  the  past  year,  the  movement  to  popularize  the  history 
of  New  York  City  and  State  received  a  new  impetus  during  the 
New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary  Celebration  by  the  proposal 
of  the  Lower  Wall  Street  Business  Men's  Association  to  appoint 
a  committee  of  representative  historians  to  devise  a  plan  for  a 
modern  and  popular  historical  text  book.  On  October  31,  1914, 
the  Association  authorized  its  President,  Mr.  William  Bayne,  Jr., 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  nine  representative  men  and  subse- 
quently he  appointed  the  following: 

Chairman:  George  Frederick  Kunz,  Ph.  D.,  Sc.  D.,  Presi- 
dent of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society, 

Treasurer:  Stuyvesant  Fish,  banker,  railway  official  and  his- 
torical writer. 

Secretary:  Abram  Wakeman,  Secretary  of  the  Lower  Wall 
Street  Biisiness  Men's  Association, 

Frank  B.  Bigelow,  Librarian  of  the  Ncav  York  Society  Library. 
^pWilberforce  Fames,  bibliographer,  author  and  historical  spec- 
ialist of  the  New  York  Public  Library, 

Herbert  L.  Osgood,  Ph.  D.,  Professor  of  History  at  Columbia 
University, 

Robert  H.  Kelby,  Librarian  of  the  New  York  Historical  So- 
ciety, 

James  A.  Holden  of  Albany,  State  Historian, 
Frank  H.  Severance  of  Buffalo,  Secretary  of  the  Buffalo  His- 
torical Society, 

The  Committee  is  called  the  United  Historical  and  Patriotic 
Societies  and  Associations  of  New  York,  Committee  of  Nine. 

The  committee  is  now  formulating  plans  for  offering  prizes  for 
the  best  text  books  on  the  general  history  of  the  State  and  the 
best  separate  monographs  on  certain  subjects,  but  their  arrange- 
ments are  not  yet  sufficiently  advanced  to  warrant  a  public  an- 
nouncement. 

This  Society  Welcomes  the  activity  of  this  new  Committee  and 
wishes  it  every  success,  for  too  much  cannot  be  done  to  give  to 
the  history  of  New  York  State  the  distinction  v/hich  it  deserves. 
Notwithstanding  the  admirable  work  which  has  been  done  during 
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the  past'qiiai*ter  of  a  century  by  individuals,  officials  and  societies, 
the  authentic  and  v^ritten  history  of  this  State  is  far  behind  that 
of  some  of  her  sisters.  Furthermore,  ISTew  York  labors  under  a 
peculiar  handicap  from  which  other  States  do  not  suffer.  It  has 
to  overcome  an  erroneous  impression  of  the  Dutch  settlers  created 
by  Irving's  "  Knickerbocker's  Histoiy  of  ISTew  York."  In  this  con- 
nection, cue  is  reminded  of  a  remark  of  Taine  about  Spanish 
literature.  Referring  to  "  Don  Quixote,"  he  said  in  effect  that 
the  best  known  and  best  loved  book  in  Spanish  literature  was  a 
satire  on  Spanish  literature.  In  a  similar  way  it  may  be  said' 
that  there  was  a  period  when  the  best  known,  if  not  universally 
the  best  loved,  history  of  ISTew  York  was  a  satire  on  the  history 
of  K^ew  York.  The  trouble  with  Irving's  whimsical  history  was 
not  so  much  that  it  was  humorous,  but  that  it  appeared  at  a  time 
when  there  was  no  serious  and  authentic  history  of  jSTew  York. 
As  a  consequence,  many  personsn  derived  their  ideas  of  the  Dutch 
pioneers  from  Ir^dng's  ludicrous  descriptions  of  the  contests  be- 
tween the  Ten  Breeches  and  the  Tough  Breeches,  and  the  adven- 
tures of  worthies  like  Van  Corlear,  who  vowed  he  would  swim 
across  the  creek  at  the  northern  end  of  Manhattan  Island  "  in 
spite  of  the  de^nl,"  —  thus  giving  the  creek  its  name  —  and  from 
the  marshalling  of  Peter  Stuyvesant's  army  of  mighty  smokers, 
etc.,  etc.    And  this  did  injustice  to  the  City  and  State. 

The  publication  in  1856  of  the  "  Documents  Relative  to  the 
Colonial  History  of  the  State  of  ISTew  York,"  procured  in  Hol- 
land, England  and  France  by  John  Romeyn  Brodhead  and  edited 
by  Dr.  E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  was  the  first  great  step  toward  laying 
the  foundation  for  a  really  authentic  history.  Since  then,  the 
publications  of  the  great  historical  Societies  —  like  the  ISTew  York 
Historical  Society,  the  Albany  Historical  Society  and  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society, —  and  of  the 
State  Historian,  the  modern  methods  of  teaching  history  in  our 
Universities,  notably  Columbia  and  ISTew  York  Universities,  and 
the  researches  of  expert  individuals,  have  further  prepared  the 
way  for  the  wiiting  of  connected  and  authentic  history.  The  only 
history  of  the  City  worthy  of  the  name  is  Gen.  James  Grant 
Wilson's  four  volume  Memorial  History,  issued  in  1892,  and  there 
is  no  really  good  history  of  the  State  at  large. 
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But  while  ISTew  York  City  and  State  liave  been  tlins  backward 
about  exploiting  their  history,  the  writers  of  JSTew  England  and 
the  States  to  the  soaith  of  ISTew  York  have  been  busy  and  not 
altogether  impartial  penmen,  with  the  result  that  much  of  our 
early  national  history  is  judged  from  the  view-point  of  New  Eng- 
land or  Pennsylvania  or  Virginia,  while  JSTew  l^etherland  and 
ISTew  York  have  failed  to  receive  their  just  meed  of  credit. 

CIVIC  IMPROVEMENTS  AND  CITY  PLANNING 
Meaning  of  Civics 

^  This  Society  is  frequently  called  upon  for  suggestions  to  small 
communities  concerning  civic  improvements  and  city  planning  and 
we  give  in  _the  following  pages  some  of  the  observations  made 
during  the  past  year  in  such  instances. 

IP  There  are  two  aspects  to  the  civic  spirit  which  should  be  ex- 
pressed in  certain  modern  improvements,  one  selfish  and  one  un- 
selfish. These  two  motives  are  so  closely  interwoven  that  it  is 
difficult  to  tell  where  one  ends  and  the  other  begins.  Perhaps  the 
best  illustration  of  this  is  afforded  by  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"  civics,"  which  comes  from  the  same  origin  as  the  words  city, 
citizen  and  civilization.  These  words  have  back  of  them  a  very 
interesting  history,  the  significance  of  which  hinges  on  the  idea 
of  community  of  interest.  The  germ  of  civics  is  to-  be  found 
when,  in  the  evolution  of  the  race,  men  began  to  live  together  in 
villages.  Of  course,  men  had  associated  themselves  together  long 
before  there  were  villages.  They  did  it  partly  for  sociability  and 
partlv  for  self-defence.    But  they  were  leading  the  hunter-life 

•  and  roaming  here  and  there  for  their  food,  either  by  catching 
their  own  game,  or  despoiling  other  tribes  of  their  small  accumu- 
lations. They  were  not  settled  in  communities.  But  when  they 
began  to  cultivate  the  soil,  gather  together  in  villages,  and  make 
pottery  in  which  to  cook  their  food,  they  had  begun  that  com- 
munal life  which,  in  a  more  highly  developed  state,  constitutes 
our  modem  city. 

Now  what  did  these  people  get  together  for  in  their  rude  vil- 
lages? Or,  to  come  down  to  the  present  time,  what  do  we  get 
together  for  in  our  modern  towns  and  cities  ?    We  do  not  get 
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together  for  military  defence,  which  was  a  powerful  motive  in 
mediaeval  and  earlier  periods;  nor  do  we  locate  our  modern  cities 
with  that  view.  We  congregate  for  greater  comfort  and  happiness, 
and  whatever  promotes  human  comfort  and  happiness  is  the  ex- 
pression of  true  civics.  The  reverse  of  this  is  illustrated  in  the 
life  of  the  Navaho  Indians.  The  ISTavahos  live  a  solitary  life. 
They  have  no  villages  and  consequently  no  streets  or  public  in- 
stitutions; no  modern  conveniences  or  comforts,  no  social  life, 
and  only  the  most  rudimentary  soiirces  of  happiness.  Their  life 
is  barren  of  everything  that  appeals  to  the  civic  spirit ;  and  their 
culture  is  therefore  very  low. 

The  happiness  or  prosj)erity  of  a  community  is  not  to  be  meas- 
ured by  the  size  of  its  population.  But  there  are  advantages  in 
getting  together  in  villages  and  cities  provided  the  inhabitants 
take  thought  of  what  promotes  the  happiness  of  the  whole  com- 
munity; and  there  can  be  more  happiness  in  a  small  town  than 
there  can  be  in  JM'ew  York  City  —  and  perhaps  there  is  —  if 
the  town  is  not  allowed  to  drift  of  its  own.  accord  without  definite 
efforts  to  preserve  and  to  increase  its  attractiveness.  There  is  so 
much  politics  in  the  government  of  many  of  our  cities  and  towns, 
that  the  so-called  city  fathers  are  too  often  so  absorbed  in  planning 
what  will  benefit  their  party  that  the  broader  interests  of  the  com- 
munity are  neglected.  Or,  sometimes,  the  duties  of  public  ofiice 
are  actually  so  overwhelming  that  a  public  official  has  all  he  can 
do  to  transact  his  routine  work,  disposing  of  the  business  of  each 
day  as  it  comes  before  him,  and  he  has  no  time  to  plan  for  the 
future.  For  these  reasons,  and  for  others,  it  seems  to  rest  upon 
bodies  like  the  local  Boards  of  Trade  and  the  various  Municipal 
Art  and  Village  Improvement  Societies,  to  take  the  initiative,  fur- 
nish the  thinking,  suggest  the  plans,  and  then  laboriously  per- 
suade the  responsible  authorities  to  carry  them  out. 

When  a  town  decides  that  it  needs  certain  improvements,  we 
strongly  urge  it  to  do  what  enterprising  towns  are  doing  all  over 
the  country,  namely,  to  engage  a  specialist  in  city  planning  to 
come  and  make  a  scientific  study  of  the  situation.  Besides  pro- 
moting the  town's  comfort  and  happiness,  it  will  be  money  well 
invested.  It  will  ultimately  increase  the  value  of  real  estate  and 
it  will  save  costly  changes  in  the  future. 
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In  many  of  the  new  cities  that  have  been  laid  ont  in  the  United 
States,  and  in  many  of  the  real  estate  enterprises  for  extending 
existing  cities,  the  speculative  spirit  has  been  dominant  and  many 
of  them  have  shown  little  improvement  over  the  old-fashioned  way 
of  neglected  growth.  In  laying  out  the  garden  cities  of  England, 
such  as  Hempstead,  Letchworth,  etc.,  the  guiding  spirits  have  en- 
deavored to  eliminate  the  speculative  element  as  much  as  possible. 
To  this  end,  large  tracts  of  land  have  been  acquired  by  a  corpora- 
tion called  the  Copartnership  Tenants  Society,  Ltd.  This  society 
lays  out  a  city  upon  its  land  according  to  a  certain  definite  plan, 
determining  the  sites  to  be  occupied  by  the  various  public  build- 
ings, and  also  the  parks  and  public  spaces.  Streets  are  opened; 
sewers,  as  well  as  water  and  gas  mains,  are  laid,  etc.  When  the 
groimd  plan  of  the  city  is  thus  practically  complete,  the  whole 
property  is  rented  for  a  long  term  to  a  Tenants  Society,  Ltd., 
which  undertakes  the  construction  of  all  the  buildings,  public  and 
private.  Membership  in  this  latter  society  is  secured  by  the  pur- 
chase of  shares  to  the  value  of  ten  pounds,  half  of  which  sum  is 
payable  immediately  and  the  other  half  in  several  installments. 
The  society  erects  dwellings  for  its  members,  who  are  privileged 
to  choose  one  out  of  a  number  of  designs,  and  pay  a  rental  equiva- 
lent to  that  commanded  by  a  similar  house  in  a  town  of  like  size. 
These  rentals  are  applied  to  the  payment  of  various  interest 
charges  assumed  by  the  society  and  to  the  maintenance  of  the  city ; 
any  balance  left  over  is  credited  to  the  members  in  the  2>roportioii 
of  their  rentals. 

The  great  drawback  of  this  system  is  the  fact  that  individual 
ownership  of  house  and  land  is  impossible.  In  England  this  is 
not  so  much  felt,  since  the  people  are  more  accustomed  to  the 
idea  of  living  as  permanent  tenants;  moreover,  if  some  such  plan 
were  not  followed,  the  homogeneousness  of  the  settlement  would 
soon  be  destroyed,  as  it  would  be  difficult  to  restrict  the  action  of 
owners  in  the  same  measures  as  that  of  tenants  can  be  restricted. 
But  some  such  plan  as  this  might  be  adopted,  with  modifications, 
to  encourage  the  growth  of  towns  in  the  United  States. 

City  Planning 

City  planning  may  be  conveniently  considered  under  three  gen- 
eral heads : 
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1.  Streets,  whicli  are  the  avemies  of  circulation  and  wliicli  mark 
the  lines  of  public  utilities  such  as  sewers,  water  and  gas  mains, 
street  railroads,  etc. 

2.  Public  Institutions,  such  as  parks,  cemeteries,  reservoirs, 
docks,  and  public  buildings.  And 

3.  Private  Property,  which  requires  regulation  in  various  ways 
affecting  the  public  welfare. 

Streets 

The  most  fundamental  step  in  city  planning  is  in  laying  out 
the  groimd  plan  for  city  streets.  People  are  prone  not  to  look 
beyond  the  noses  on  their  faces  in  these  matters ;,  and  in  city  plan- 
ning, it  is  necessary  to  disregard  the  scriptural  injunction  to 
"  take  no  thought  for  the  morrow  "  for  the  morrow,  while  it  may 
be  competent  "  to  take  thought  for  the  things  of  itseK,"  is  com- 
pelled to  take  care  of  them  much  more  expensively  if  yesterday 
has  not  taken  any  thought  for  it.  It  is  not  necessarily  the  duty 
of  the  present  generation  to  bear  all  the  expense  of  improvements 
for  future  generations,  and  the  issuing  of  long-term  bonds,  pay- 
able in  years  to  come  and  thus  spreading  out  the  burden  of  tax- 
ation over  a  considerable  period  of  time,  is  equitable.  But  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  present  generation  to  take  thought  for  the  future 
and  plan  for  the  future  with  the  reasonable  confidence  that  the 
world  is  going  to  go  on  just  the  same  when  we  die  and  that  there 
will  be  people  after  us  who  will  need  to  be  accommodated  with 
the  means  for  civilized  existence. 

There  is  no  single  standard  of  street  plan  which  will  fit  all 
cities.  A  street  plan  for  a  city  of  a  certain  size  cannot  be  bought 
as  one  can  buy  a  suit  of  ready-made  clothes.  The  street  plans 
of  European  cities  show  the  greatest  variety.  The  street  plan 
must  depend  a  great  deal  on  topographical  conditions.  The  grades 
of  the  ground  in  and  about  a  tovm  and  particularly  its  water 
front,  if  it  has  one,  are  important  factors.  For  these  reasons,  it 
is  judicious  to  call  in  an  expert  who  is  familiar  with  the  manner 
in  which  similar  problems  have  been  met  elsewhere.  It  may  be 
said  in  passing  that  in  making  city  improvements,  it  does  not 
follow  that  the  old  and  crooked  streets  should  be  straightened. 
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A  winding  street  is  more  picturesque  than  a  straight  street,  and 
we  do  not  advise  the  straightening  of  the  crooked  streets  of  a  town 
unless  they  are  actually  obstacles  to  some  better  modification. 

The  lines  of  public  utilities  of  course  follow  the  lines  of  streets ; 
and  every  one  of  them  needs  special  consideration.  I^ot  only 
should  sewers  be  adequate  in  themselves,  but  care  should  also  be 
taken  that  the  sewage  is  not  discharged  into  shallow  or  stagnant 
waters  to  contaminate  the  atmosphere  and  breed  disease.  The 
water  mains  and  gas  mains  ha\'e  their  visible  tokens  in  hydrants 
and  lamp-posts  which  not  only  should  be  suitably  placed,  but  also 
should  be  sightly  and  as  unobstrusive  as  possible.  Street  cars  are 
a  necessity,  but  the  streets  of  many  towns  are  seriously  disfigured 
by  the  electric  wires  and  poles,  used  for  the  trolley  lines,  telephones 
and  electric  lights.  In  the  channing  little  village  of  Pelham 
Manor,  Y.,  a  suburb  of  JSTew  York  City,  men  were  recently  at 
work  burying  in  conduits  the  mass  of  electric  wires  running  along 
the  Boston  Post  Road,  and  the  improvement  in  the  appearance 
of  that  otherwise  beautiful  thoroughfare  was  very  great.  Electric 
wires  should  either  be  placed  imdergTOund  in  conduits  or  run  in. 
some  out  of  the  way  place  where  they  will  not  disfigure  the  prin- 
cipal thoroughfares.  A  town  gives  to  a  trolley  company  a  fran- 
chise, either  for  nothing  or  for  some  nominal  figure,  because  the 
town  needs  means  of  transportation,  and  the  company  is  allowed 
to  make  a  profit  on  the  use  of  the  public  property  in  consideration 
of  the  company's  public  service ;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  the 
town  should  allow  the  company  in  addition  to  spoil  the  looks  of 
the  streets  and  depreciate  the  value  of  property  besides.  Many 
times,  also,  these  electric  constructions  involve  the  mutilation  of 
shade  trees.  There  have  been  notable  outrages  of  that  sort  along 
the  roads  of  Bayside,  L.  I.,  where  trees  have  been  made  lop-sided 
to  accommodate  the  electric  wires. 

Trees  are  one  of  the  gTeat  sources  of  beauty  of  any  to^vn  and 
everything  possible  should  be  done  by  the  public  authorities  and 
ni-ivate  owners  to  conserve  this  factor  of  civic  beauty.  Where 
trees  are  absent  they  should  be  planted.  Where  they  already  exist, 
they  should  be  protected  from  mutilation  and  destruction  by  elec- 
tric linemen,  by  insect  pests,  by  undergi-ound  leakage  from  gas 
mains  and  by  horses.    When  branches  are  broken  off  and  holes 
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begin  to  rot,  they  should  be  treated  according  to  the  modern 
methods  of  tree-surgery,  by  filling  the  woiinds  with  concrete  or 
other  material  to  prevent  future  deterioration. 

The  nailing  of  any  kind  of  advertisement  to  trees  should  be 
strictly  prohibited;  and  necessary  street  signs  should  be  suitably 
designed  and  affixed  to  lamp-posts,  corner  buildings,  or  posts 
erected  for  the  purpose.  Most  towns  need  more  street  guide-signs. 
Street  guide-signs  are  to  a  town  what  an  index  is  to  a  book.  If 
a  town  wants  to  make  strangers  welcome  and  give  easy  access  to 
places  of  residence  and  business,  a  thorough  system  of  guide- 
signs  is  extremely  important. 

With  the  exception  of  these  guide-signs  and  warning  signals, 
the  signs  and  bill-boards  in  the  streets  should  be  thoroughly  regu- 
lated and,  so  far  as  possible,  prohibited.  For  years,  the  American 
Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society  has  been  working  for 
the  regulation  by  taxation  of  bill-boards  on  public  highways,  upon 
the  theory  that  nobody  has  any  more  right  to  force  himself  upon 
the  public  sense  of  sight  without  the  consent  of  the  public  than 
he  has  to  force  himself  upon  the  sense  of  hearing  or  smelling.  If 
the  inordinate  blowing  of  whistles  or  ringing  of  bells  or  other 
sounds  may  be  adjudged  a  nuisance,  or  if  the  foul  odors  of  a  bone- 
factory  or  other  similar  offense  to  the  olfactories  may  be  su]>< 
pressed,  glaring  and  unsightly  bill-boards  which  assault  the  public 
sense  of  sight  ought  also  to  be  subject  to  regulation.  It  would 
seem  as  equitable  to  control  the  franchise  of  visual  communication 
upon  the  public  highway  for  commercial  purposes  as  to  control 
the  franchise  for  physical  communication  by  railroads  or  electric 
wires. 

In  Belgium  a  tax  of  one  cent  is  imposed  upon  a  poster 
20y2  X  13%  inches  in  size,  and  for  every  additional  two  inches 
square  one-fifth  of  a  cent  is  levied.  In  1899  the  sum  of  $70,331 
was  raised  by  taxing  posters.  In  France,  posters  are  taxed  more 
heavily  than  in  Belgium  and  in  1890  a  total  of  $710,600  was 
raised  from  this  source.  There  are  ample  warrants  in  law  in  this 
country  for  similar  taxes  by  state  and  local  authorities.  In  1911, 
the  Legislature  of  New  York  State  passed  an  important  law  which 
has  been  put  into  vigorous  enforcement.  It  provides  that  a  person 
who  wilfully  or  maliciously  displaces,  removes,  or  injures  any 
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guide-sign,  mile-stone,  danger-signal,  etc.,  or  who  in  any  manner 
paints,  puts,  or  afiixes  any  business  or  conmiercial  advertisement 
to  any  stone,  tree,  fence,  stump,  pole,  building  or  other  structure 
which  is  the  property  of  another,  without  first  obtaining  the 
written  consent  of  such  owner,  or  who  in  any  manner  affixes  ad- 
vertisements to  any  guide-sign,  danger-signal,  tree,  fence,  pole, 
stump,  stone,  billboard,  building  or  other  structure  in  any  public 
highway  is  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor.  The  law  also  provides  that 
anybody,  private  citizen  as  well  as  public  official,  may  destroy 
any  such  unlawful  advertisement.  This  we  regard  as  a  great  step 
in  advance;  and  we  believe  that  a  law  providing  for  a  public 
revenue  from  billboards  Avould  be  highly  desirable.  The  ex- 
perience of  regulation  by  taxation  in  France  has  been  that  the 
signs  are  niuch  reduced  in  size  and  numbers  and  are  more  artistic. 

The  very  general  removal  of  fences  to  be  observed  in  some  towns 
is  much  to  be  commended.  When  a  town  has  grown  beyond  the 
rural  stage  in  which  it  needs  to  protect  its  door-yards  from  stray- 
ing cattle,  the  removal  of  fences,  which  gives  an  open,  ample  and 
park-like  aspect  to  the  town,  is  strongly  recommended. 

While  on  the  subject  of  public  thoroughfares  two  recommenda- 
tions are  worthy  of  consideration.  One  is  a  waiting  room  for 
trolley-car  passengers,  to  protect  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather.  Another  is  for  one  or  more  suitable  piublic  comfort 
stations.  Both  of  these  are  necessary  for  the  public  health  and 
convenience,  especially  in  the  evening  when  other  shelters  and 
accommodations  are  not  available. 

Public  Institutions 

Under  the  second  general  heading  of  city  planning,  we  have 
to  deal  with  the  grouping  or  distribution  of  Public  Institutions, 
in  which  are  included  parks  and  open  spaces. 

A  liberal  system  of  parks  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  any  mod- 
ern city;  and  any  town  which  expects  to  grow  should  be  fore- 
sighted  and  acquire  land  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  for  present 
and  future  use.  Many  towns  are  doing  just  this  thing,  acquiring 
land  for  parks  not  only  within  but  also  outside  of  the  settled  limits 
of  their  respective  communities.    From  Boston  on  the  east  to 
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Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  in  the  middle-west  and  Los  Angeles  in 
the  far-west,  scores  of  towns,  great  and  small,  are  acquiring  lands 
for  their  park  systems.  On  of  the  most  farsighted  things  that 
ISTew  York  ever  did  was  the  establishment  of  Central  Park,  at  a 
time  when  the  frontier  of  settlement  was  about  two  miles  to  the 
southward.  And  to-day,  Central  Park  is  one  of  the  greatest 
physical  blessings  that  the  city  enjoys.  Central  Park,  comprising 
843  acres,  cost  the  city  for  purchase  $7,389,727.  Including  con- 
struction and  maintenance  to  date,  it  has  cost  $27,000,000.  To- 
day the  land  and  improvements  are  carried  on  the  tax  books  of 
the  City  at  an  assessed  valuation  of  $250,000,000.  And  to  show 
how  the  value  of  adjacent  lands  has  increased,  it  may  be  stated 
that  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  adjacent  real  estate  in  the  12th, 
19th  and  22d  wards  in  1856  was  $25,671,490;  while  to-day,  the 
land  alone  in  the  same  areas, —  not  counting  buildings  —  is  valued 
at  $1,941,787,550.  That  illustrates  the  effect  of  parks  on  the 
value  of  adjacent  real  estate;  and  the  rule  holds  good  propor- 
tionately in  small  as  well  as  big  commimities. 

After  the  parks  naturally  come  certain  civic  buildings  like  the 
Town  Hall,  Court  House,  and  Public  Library  which  may  be 
effectively  grouped  at  a  "  ci\'ic  center,"  around  some  ample  park 
or  plaza.  In  many  of  the  cities  of  the  Old  World,  this  idea  of 
a  civic  center  —  a  point  which  emphasizes  the  individuality  or 
the  personality  of  the  town, —  has  long  been  observed  and  in  all 
modern  city  planning  in  this  country,  this  idea  is  recognized. 
This  requires  looking  ahead.  A  town  may  not  need  and  perhaps 
cannot  afford  a  new  Town  Hall  or  Court  House  or  Public  Library 
now ;  but  in  years  to  come  it  will ;  and  if  the  site  is  selected  in 
advance,  the  town  can  begin  to  erect  its  public  buildings  around 
this  point  as  the  town  comes  to  need  them.  Thus,  eventually,  the 
town  will  produce  a  harmonious  and  impressive  group  which  will 
be  the  focus  of  official  life  and  add  greatly  to  the  town's  beauty. 

Other  buildings,  like  hospitals,  penal  institutions,  and  schools 
m,ust  from  their  nature  be  separated;  but  each  of  them  should 
be  located  if  possible  in  the  midst  of  ample  groimds,  and  the 
schools  should  be  located  at  the  end  of  street  vistas  where,  like 
other  public  buildings,  they  may  add  to  the  architectural  beauty 
of  the  town  and  occupy  the  dignified  position  to  which  they  are 
entitled. 
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Cemeteries  and  reservoirs,  especially  the  latter,  may  be  made 
to  add  greatly  to  the  beauty  and  attractiveness  of  a  town  if  suit- 
ably located  and  artistically  treated.  In  Central  Park,  ISTew  York 
City,  there  are  two  public  reservoirs.  The  old  Croton  Reservoir, 
built  before  the  park  was  created,  is  inartistically  rectangular. 
The  new  reservoir,  built  after  the  park  was  established,  has 
curved  lines.  A  comparison  of  the  two  shows  how  the  touch  of 
the  landscape  artist  has  added  to  the  beauty  of  the  new  reservoir. 

If  a  town  has  a  water-front  and  it  is  not  publicly  owned,  we 
earnestly  advise  acquiring  a  portion  of  it.  It  is  not  every  town 
that  has  a  water-front ;  and  this  advantage,  when  possessed,  should 
not  be  neglected.  Part  of  the  water-front  should  be  converted 
into  public  docks  for  commerce ;  and  part  into  water-side  parks 
for  public  ©njoynient. 

One  reason  why  we  have  so  strongly  advocated  river-side,  lake- 
side and  sea-side  parks  in  ISTew  York  State  is  that  we  believe 
the  public  has  a  right  of  access  to  the  water  for  pleasure  as  well 
as  for  commerce.  All  of  life  does  not  consist  of  working  for  food 
and  clothing  in  the  day-time  and  sleeping  for  rest  at  night. 
Pleasure  and  recreation  are  a  right  to  be  claimed  by  our  citizens, 
not  a  privilege  to  be  begged.  The  most  efficient  citizen  is  one  who 
has  a  little  pleasure  and  recreation  mixed  in  with  the  cares  and 
labors  of  maintaining  an  existence;  and  it  is  questionable  public 
policy  to  let  private  persons,  or  private  corporations,  acquire  vast 
stretches  of  water-front,  as  they  have  done  along  the  Hudson 
River,  for  instance,  to  the  almost  utter  exclusion  of  the  private 
citizen. 

Private  Properties 

It  is  not  practicable  here  to  enter  in  detail  upon  the  third 
general  division  of  city-planning  which  deals  with  the  use  of 
private  properties.  Many  of  the  conditions  of  such  use  can  be 
regulated  by  public  ordinance.  Sanitary  conditions,  the  height 
of  the  buildings,  their  closeness  together,  and  other  conditions 
affecting  the  light,  air,  and  general  healthfulness  of  the  occu- 
pants, are  within  municipal  control.  The  erection  on  prix-ate 
property  of  billboards  and  signs  advertising  business  other  than 
that  of  the  OAvner  may  also  be  regulated  by  ordinance  and  taxation. 


174    AMEKicAisr  Scenic  and  Historic  Peeseevation  Society 

The  filling  up  of  swamp  lands  and  low  places  where  mosquitoes 
and  flies  breed  can  be  compelled  by  the  sanitary  authorities,  for 
flies  and  mosquitoes  are  well-known  as  carriers  of  disease  and 
pestilence.  But  for  such  things  as  the  removal  of  division  fences, 
the  ornamental  treatment  of  private  grounds,  the  planting  of 
vines  on  buildings,  the  use  of  window  boxes,  both  on  residences  and 
commercial  buildings,  the  keeping  of  tidy  lawns  and  clean  back 
yards,  etc.,  appeal  must  be  made  to  the  pride  and  public  spirit 
of  the  private  citizen,  and  by  visiting  a  proper  indig-nation  upon 
those  who  disfigure  the  town  by  slovenly  neglect. 

It  is  apparent  that  civic  spirit  appeals  to  both  the  material  as 
well  as  the  higher  interests  of  a  community.  Whatever  makes 
life  more  worth  living  is  true  patriotism  and  is  the  expression  of 
the  Golden  Rule  of  Civics.  The  twentieth  century  is  destined 
to  be  a  great  humanitarian  century,  and  when  a  town  begins  to 
express  the  humanitarian  spirit  in  civics  —  when  a  community 
begins  to  prevent  congestion  of  population,  to  create  open  breath- 
ing spaces,  wide  avenues,  healthful  and  sanitary  conditions,  and 
to  adorn  public  and  private  places, —  it  is  on  the  highway  to  the 
City  Beautiful  in  more  senses  than  one. 

City  Beautification  in  Europe 

We  are  greatly  indebted  to  George  T.  Hammond,  LL.  B.,  of 
ISTew  York  City,  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engi- 
neers, for  his  interesting  and  valuable  paper  on  "  The  Problems 
of  City  Beautification  as  Observed  in  Europe  "  which  is  appended 
to  this  report.  (See  Appendix  F.  and  plates  73-77.)  Mr.  Ham- 
mond has  observed  conditions  with  a  practical  eye  and  a  cultured 
mind,  and  the  lessons  which  he  draws  from  foreign  examples  are 
very  instructive. 

CIVIC  CElv^TEE  OF  NEW  YORK 
New  County  Court  House 

The  plans  for  the  development  of  New  York  City's  Civic 
Center,  with  respect  to  the  new  County  Court  House,  have  made 
slow  but  effective  progress  during  the  past  year. 

In  our  Fifteenth  Annual  Report  (1910)  we  gave  an  extended 
sketch  of  the  history  of  City  Hall  Park  and  some  of  the  encroach- 
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luents  tliereon.  In  our  Seventeenth  Report  (1912)  we  reviewed 
the  projects  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  for  erecting  a  new  Regis- 
ter's Office  in  the  Park,  eventuating  in  the  building  of  the  new 
-Hall  of  Records  outside  of  the  Park  on  the  west  side  of  Center 
Street,  between  Chambers  and  Duaue  Streets;  also  the  events 
leading  up  to  the  selection  of  a  site  for  a  new  County  Court 
House  in  the  area  bounded  by  Lafayette,  Leonard,  Baxter  and 
Park  Streets  and  the  open  space  at  the  intersection  of  Lafayette 
and  Park  Streets.  The  foregoing  site  was  approved  by  the  Board 
•of  Estimate  January  18,  1912.  The  Court  House  Board  filed 
its  map  April  29,  and  commissioners  of  estimate  and  appraisal 
were  appointed  May  21  of  the  same  year.  On  July  1,  1913,  the 
■commissioners  made  their  final  award,  and  the  proceedings  for 
^icquiring  the  property  were  terminated  and  title  vested  in  the 
City  August  5  following.  The  area  taken  is  183,120  square  feet, 
the  equivalent  of  73.2  city  lots,  and  the  cost  of  the  laiid  and 
the  buildings  thereon  was  $6,213,668.  Property  previously  ac- 
quired by  the  City  and  embraced  within  the  tracts  selected  added 
11.5  lots,  and  the  closing  of  parts  of  Worth  and  Center  Streets 
"which  was  contemplated  at  the  time  would  have  added  28  lots 
Inore. 

Meanwhile,  on  April  10,  1913,  after  a  dual  competition  in 
which  47  architects  or  architectural  firms  took  part,  Mr.  Guy 
Lowell's  tentative  desigTi  for  the  Court  House  was  selected  and 
he  was  appointed  the  architect  of  the  new  building.  (See  our 
Eighteenth  Annual  Report,  1913,  pp.  111—115.)  Delay  then 
ensued  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
desired  to  have  certain  modifications  made  in  Mr.  Lowell's  plan 
for  a  circular  building,  as  described  in  our  J^ineteenth  Annual 
Report,  1911,  at  pages  138-139.  On  March  27,  1914,  the  Judges 
withdrew  their  objections  and  on  July  2  of  that  year  the  final 
plan  of  the  Court  House  was  approved.  It  provides  for  a  circular 
structure  392  feet  in  diameter. 

While  these  details  were  being  worked  out,  the  Court  House 
Board  proceeded  with  the  removal  of  buildings  and  debris  from 
the  site  selected.  At  present  writing  all  of  this  area  has  been 
■cleared  of  buildings  except  the  two  blocks  bounded  by  Lafayette, 
Leonard,  Center  and  Pearl  Streets,  and  the  building  of  the 
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New  York  Dispensary  on  the  north  side  of  Worth  Street,  between 
Center  and  Baxter  Streets,  which  is  used  as  an  engineering  build- 
ing and  office  on  the  site.  As  the  area  thus  cleared  is  adjoined 
by  Columbus  Park  on  the  northeast,  there  is  now  an  unusual 
vista  from  the  corner  of  E-eade  and  Center  Streets  toward  the 
northeast  as  far  as  the  buildings  on  the  eastern  side  of  Mulberry 
Street,  a  distance  of  over  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Such  an  extensive 
view  at  this  point  has  not  been  possible  for  many  years. 

It  was  originally  planned  to  center  the  Court  House  at  the 
intersection  of  Center  and  Worth  Streets,  thus  interrupting  por- 
tions of  those  streets  and  diverting  traffic  into  other  thorough- 
fares, but  the  more  this  plan  was  studied,  the  more  the  Court 
House  Board  became  convinced  of  its  inadvisability.  In  the  first 
place,  it  located  the  building  immediately  over  the  Center  Street 
subway  railway  loop.  The  tunnel  for  this  railroad  at  this  point 
runs  through  the  old  Collect  Pond  site,  and  is  not  only  constructed 
near  the  surface  of  the  street,  but  is  supported  underneath  by 
piles  driven  into  the  soft  earth  of  the  old  pond-site.  To  erect  the 
Court  House  over  this  tunnel  would  have  involved  great  expense 
for  reconstruction  of  the  subway  and  added  cost  for  the  founda- 
tion work  itself,  due  to  the  necessity  of  carrying  so  great  a  weight 
across  the  subway  width.  The  closing  of  Center  and  Worth 
Streets  would  have  necessitated  expensive  proceedings  to  widen 
Leonard  and  Baxter  Streets  to  accommodate  the  traffic  thus  diverted. 
The  closing  of  those  streets  would  also  have  involved  additional 
expense  in  relocating  the  surface  railroads  which  would  have  been 
interrupted. 

It  was  deemed  advisable,  therefore,  to  shift  the  site  of  the 
Court  House  to  the  southeastward  about  200  feet, —  enough  to 
clear  the  subway  tunnel,  and  for  this  purpose,  to  acquire  additional 
land  contiguous  to  the  site  originally  acquired.  The  land  pro- 
posed to  be  taken  consists  of  the  entire  block  bounded  by  Worth, 
Park  and  Pearl  Streets  and  City  Hall  Place,  comprising  42,388 
square  feet ;  the  northwestern  half  of  the  block  bounded  by  Worth 
Street,  City  Hall  Place,  Pearl  Street  and  Park  Roav,  comprising 
42,281  square  feet;  and  the  northwestern  half  of  the  triangular 
block  boimded  by  Park,  Baxter  and  Pearl  Streets,  comprising 
86,275  square  feet  —  a  total  of  170,944  square  feet.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  this  property  will  cost  nearly  $4,000,000. 
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The  buildings  on  this  area  are  mostly  low  structures,  the  ex- 
ceptions being-  the  ten-story  Hallenbeck  Building  on  the  south- 
eastern side  of  Park  Street,  between  Worth  and  Pearl  Streets,  the 
twelve-story  Lupton  Building  on  the  southeast  site  of  City  Hall 
Place,  between  Worth  and  Pearl  Streets,  and  St.  Andrew's 
Eoman  Catholic  Church  on  the  northeast  side  of  Duane  Street, 
between  City  Hall  Place  and  Park  Row. 

At  a  hearing  before  the  City  Plan  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Estimate  and  Apportionment  in  the  City  Hall  on  May  19,  1914, 
the  proposed  change  Avas  advocated  by  a  large  number  of  civic 
societies  and  prominent  citizens,  but  was  strongly  ojjposed  by 
the  representatives  of  St.  Andrew's  Church. 

On  July  2,  1914,  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment 
approved  of  the  modified  site,  and  on  the  same  day  the  Court 
House  Board  met  and  received  certified  copies  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  Board  of  Estimate.  These  directed  that  immediate  action 
should  be  taken  in  acquiring  the  additional  land  required  and 
approved  the  preliminary  plan  of  the  new  building.  The  Court 
House  Board  on  the  same  day  adopted  and  signed  the  map,  plan 
and  survey  of  the  amended  site,  and  it  was  sent  forthwith  to  the 
Register's  office  for  filing.  The  matter  of  condemning  the  prop- 
erty was  at  once  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Corporation  Counsel, 
but  it  was  not  until  ISTovember  30,  1914,  that  he  made  a  motion 
before  Mr.  Justice  Guy  in  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  condemnation  commissioners.  The  application  was 
granted  but  the  Corporation  Counsel  did  not  follow  the  matter 
up  by  presenting  the  order  for  the  Court's  signature. 

On  January  26,  1915,  the  Court  House  Board  wrote  to  the 
Corporation  Counsel  as  follows : 

26  January,  1915. 

Honorable  Frank  L.  Polk, 
Corporation  Counsel, 

Municipal  Building, 
IS;  ew  York  City. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  am  directed  by  the  Court  House  Board  to  request  you,  as 
counsel  of  the  Board,  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to 
the  end  that  the  oaths  of  the  Commissioners  of  Estimate  and  Ap- 
praisal in  the  proceedings  for  the  condemnation  of  land  for  the 
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addition  to  the  Court  House  site  be  filed  not  later  than  February 
1,  1915. 

This  matter  was  first  placed  in  your  hands  on  July  2,  1914. 
While  the  motion  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  was 
made  by  you  as  counsel  for  the  petitioner,  the  Court  House  Board, 
on  November  30,  1914,  and  the  action  was  granted  by  Mr.  Justice 
Guy,  on  that  day,  no  order  has  yet  been  submitted  by  you  to  the 
Judge  for  signature.  This  delay  in  action  on  your  part  is  em- 
barrassing this  Board  in  the  carrying  forward  of  its  work. 

The  Board  desires  to  make  application  immediately  upon  the 
filing  of  the  oaths  of  the  Commissioners,  to  the  Board  of  Esti- 
mate and  Apportionment,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Court 
House  Act,  requesting  that  a  date  be  fixed  three  months  after  the 
filing  of  the  oaths  of  the  Commissioners  in  this  proceeding,  or 
May  1,  1915,  as  the  date  when  title  shall  vest  to  that  portion  of 
the  land  which  will  be  required  for  the  actual  building  plot. 

This  step  is  necessary  in  order  to  permit  of  the  letting  of  the 
contract  for  the  building  about  May  1,  1915.  The  plan  and 
specifications  for  the  Court  House  are  approaching  completion 
and  will  be  entirely  finished  on  May  1,  1915.  The  boring  con- 
tract has  been  fully  carried  out  and  the  depth  and  character  of 
the  foundations  have  been  practically  determined.  Unless  you 
proceed  in  the  matter  immediately  our  work  will  soon  be  at  a 
standstill. 

The  City  will  not  be  involved  by  this  proceeding  in  an  ex- 
penditure of  any  considerable  amount,  as  only  a  small  portion  of 
the  lands  to  be  acquired  will  be  needed  at  that  date.  Title  to  the 
remainder  of  the  lands  to  be  acquired  will  vest  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  statutes  at  the  termination  of  the  proceedings  at 
some  future  time. 

As  there  has  been  already  a  delay  of  seven  months  in  the  insti- 
tuting of  this  proceeding  the  Board  considers  that  immediate  ac- 
tion should  be  taken  for  the  appointment  of  the  Commissioners. 
Asking  for  an  early  reply,  we  are. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  Laflin  Kellogg^ 

Secretary. 

In  interviews  published  in  the  newspapers  of  February  1, 
1915,  Mayor  Mitchel  was  quoted  as  attributing  the  delay  to  two 
causes :  In  the  first  place,  when  the  European  War  broke  out 
in  the  summer  of  1914,  it  was  decided  to  put  off  incurring  any 
expenditures  which  the  City  could  possibly  avoid.    Then,  when 
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the  Corporation  Counsel  liad  taken  the  first  steps  toward  getting 
the  condemnation  commissioners  appointed,  the  Controller 
wanted  to  obtain  further  information  as  to  the  way  in  which  the 
City  would  emerge  from  the  real  estate  transaction  before  final 
action  Avas  taken.  It  was  decided  that  the  whole  matter  should 
be  discussed  in  the  Corporate  Stock  Budget  Committee,  and  the 
Mayor  said  that  it  had  been  the  pressure  of  other  business  or  the 
absence  of  one  or  another  of  the  members  from  the  meeting  which 
had  caused  it  to  be  delayed. 
fjf  On  February  3,  1915,  Mr.  Justice  Guy  appointed  Messrs. 
Abraham  I.  Elkus,  Henry  Schneider  and  James  B.  Butler  com- 
missioners of  estimate  and  appraisal.  They  held  their  first  meet- 
ing February  6,  have  received  proofs  of  title  to  the  properties, 
and  began  io  hear  proofs  of  values  March  6.  The  Court  House 
Board  has  requested  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment 
to  vest  title  to  the  entire  site  in  the  City  on  May  6,  1915,  the 
earliest  possible  date,  and  the  final  plans  of  the  Court  House  will 
be  finished  by  that  time.  The  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportion- 
ment has  been  asked  to  appropriate  $10,000,000  by  that  time  in 
order  that  the  contract  may  be  let  early  in  June  and  the  actual 
work  of  construction  begun  in  July. 

With  respect  to  the  destruction  of  St.  Andrew's  Church,  the 
building  will  probably  be  pennitted  to  stand  for  some  time  yet  as 
only  a  portion  of  the  newly  acquired  property  will  be  actually 
needed  for  the  Court  House;  and  the  Court  House  Board  has 
included  in  the  plan  of  the  proposed  layout  of  the  site  and  environs 
a  suitable  plot  for  a  new  church. 

An  interesting  preliminary  to  the  determination  to  acquire  the 
additional  land  was  the  making  of  borings  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  nature  of  the  soil  and  the  depth  of  the  rock  floor  of  Manhattan 
Island  at  this  point.  On  February  10,  1915,  Mr.  E.  P.  Good- 
rich, consulting  engineer  of  the  Court  House  Board,  reported  as 
follows : 

"  Under  the  supervision  of  your  Consulting  Engineer,  borings 
were  made  to  determine  the  soil  conditions  underlying  the  areas 
in  the  vicinity  of  Lafayette,  Leonard,  Baxter  and  Park  Streets, 
Borough  of  Manhattan,  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  con- 
sidered as  sites  for  the  Court  House,  together  with  certain  land 
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adjacent  thereto.  Two  types  of  borings  were  made:  Those 
known  as  dry  borings,  in  connection  with  which  samples  were  al- 
ways taken  by  means  of  a  driven  pipe  operated  so  as  to  secure  ac- 
curate samples  of  the  soil  conditions  in  exactly  the  -  state  in 
which  they  existed  in  the  ground ;  and  wash  borings,  in  connec- 
tion with  which  samples  were  taken  of  the  material  vvashed  out 
of  the  pipe  under  water  pressure.  Because  of  the  marked  differ- 
ence in  price  between  these  two  kinds  of  work,  but  7  dry  borings 
were  made,  while  19  wash  borings  were  secured.  Three  pairs  of 
the  first  half  dozen  of  each  were  taken  within  short  distances  (one 
of  each  kind  constituting  a  pair)  so  as  to  make  possible  a  direct 
comparison  between  the  samples  taken  by  the  two  methods.  It 
may  be  said  in  general  that  the  wash  borings  tend  to  indicate 
coarser  material  than  are  indicated  when  dry  samples  are  taken. 

"While  preliminary  studies  of  the  probable  soil  and  other 
geological  conditions  indicated  that  rock  would  be  reached,  if  at 
all,  only  at  considerable  depths,  it  was  decided  to  carry  the  first 
six  of  the  dry  borings  to  rock  if  possible.  Only  two  of  the  26 
borings  were  actually  carried  into  bed  rock.  These  and  two 
others  which  probably  reached  it  indicate  that  such  material  is  to 
be  encountered  only  in  the  vicinity  of  Worth  Street  and  at  depths 
between  125  feet  and  140  feet,  while  under  Pearl  Street  rock  was 
not  encountered  at  a  depth  of  nearly  190  feet  below  mean  high 
tide.  Boulders  were  struck  occasionally,  but  only  at  depths  ex- 
ceeding 50  feet.  Ignoring  the  material  found  down  to  10  feet 
below  mean  high  water  (a  part  of  which  is  modern  fill),  clay  was 
encountered  in  only  one  location  and  extending  down  to  a  depth 
of  only  35  fee;,  except  for  a  very  small  sample  on  the  extreme 
edge  of  the  site,  at  a  depth  of  approximately  GO  feet  and  consist- 
ing apparently  of  a  very  small  pocket  or  lens.  The  remainder  of 
the  soil  consists  of  sand  ranging  in  size  from  fine  to  very  coarse^ 
with  some  gravel.  Except  for  the  single  boring  which  disclosed 
clay,  no  material  dift'erences  were  found  to  exist  in  the  general 
soil  conditions  throughout  the  whole  district,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  the  old  Collect  Pond  extended  over  considerable  areas  of 
the  proposed  site,  and  that  rumor  and  the  conditions  met  during 
the  construction  of  the  Centre  Street  subway  had  given  rise  to 
prophecies  of  poor  foundation  material.  Many  of  the  buildings 
in  downtown  New  York,  even  some  considerable  ones  of  the  sky- 
scraper type,  are  founded  upon  sand  and  gravel.  The  ISTew  York 
Telephone  Company's  Building,  located  at  No.  24  Lispenard 
Street  and  running  through  to  Walker  Street,  which  was  built 
about  two  years  ago,  is  a  case  in  point.  The  sand  and  gravel  dis- 
closed by  the  boring  investigations  are  excellent  for  the  founda- 
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tioiis  of  a  l;u"i>e  Imilding  in  wliicli  foundation  loads  can  normally 
be  kept  at  a  low  nnit  iigure.  From  the  work  thus  far  done,  it 
would  seem  probable  that  depths  not  exceeding  40  feet,  and  pos- 
sibly not  exceeding  35  feet,  would  be  the  maximum  depth  at 
which  the  foundations  for  the  Court  House  would  need  to  be 
placed." 

j\Ir.  Daniel  E.  ]\Ioran,  tJie  expert  for  the  architect,  is  now  en- 
gaged in  determining  the  character  of  the  foundations. 

The  contract  with  Mr.  Guy  Lowell,  the  architect,  approved  by 
the  (.'ourt  House  Board  July  2,  1914,  allows  him  6  per  cent,  of 
the  cost  of  the  new  Court  House,  which  it  is  expected  will  be 
$10,000,000.  Out  of  the  $G00,000  which  he  Avill  thus  receive. 
j\lr.  Lowell  must  pay  all  expenses  in  the  preparation  of  plans  and 
supervision  of  construction"  and  retain  at  his  own  cost  whatever 
experts  the  Court  House  Board  may  fi'om  time  to  time  direct 
him  to  consult  on  different  problems. 

The  progress  in  the  erection  of  this  monumental  building, 
which  will  be  unique  in  this  country,  will  be  watched  with  intense 
pride  by  all  New  Yorkers,  not  only  on  account  of  the  building 
itself,  but  also  because  it  promises  to  be  the  focus  of  a  real  Civic 
Center.  The  tentative  plans  of  the  Board,  if  carried  out,  will 
provide  a  diagonal  street  running  northeastward  from  the  present 
Municipal  Building  to  the  Bowery  at  Pell  Street,  forming  an 
avenue  of  access  to  the  new  Manhattan  Bridge  terminal.  China- 
town will  thereby  be  wiped  out.  A  Federal  Court  House  will  be 
located  in  what  is  now  Columbus  Park  (formerly  Mulberry  Bend 
Park)  facing  the  new  County  Court  House.  The  area  of  park 
space  thus  taken  will  he  compensated  for  l)y  the  creation  of  far 
larger  park  spaces  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  Northwest  of  the 
County  Court  House,  in  the  block  now  bou.nded  by  Worth, 
Lafayette,  Leonard  and  Center  Streets,  it  is  proposed  to  have  a 
building  for  administrative  offices  of  the  State  government  in 
New  York  City.  North  of  the  State  Building  come  in  order  the 
present  City  Prison  and  the  Criminal  Courts  Building.  On  the 
south  of  the  new  Court  House  site  are  the  present  Municipal 
Building  and  Hall  of  Records.  The  erection  of  the  proposed 
Federal  Court  House  is  expected  to  permit  of  the  removal  of  the 
old  Post  Office  building  south  of  City  Llall  Park;  and  the  removal 


183    Ameeican  Scenic  and  Historic  Peeseevation  Society 

of  the  old  County  Court  House  and  the  brown  stone  Court  House 
north  of  the  City  Hall  in  the  Park  is  expected  to  follow  as  a 
matter  of  course.  The  beautiful  City  Hall  will  then  stand  alone 
in  the  raidst  of  the  reclaimed  Park,  and  form  the  southernmost 
element  of  the  Civic  Center.  , 

The  Court  House  Board,  which  has  charge  of  the  construction 
'^f  this  monumental  building,  consists  of  Hon.  Morgan  J.  O'Brien, 
Chairman,  Mr.  L.  Laflin  Kellogg,  Secretary,  Hon.  Edward  M. 
Grout,  Mr.  E.  Clifford  Potter  and  Mr.  Charles  Steckler.  Mr. 
Walter  Cook  acts  as  Consulting  Architect  and  Mr.  E.  P.  Good- 
rich as  Consulting  Engineer  when  their  services  are  needed,  with 
compensation  for  service  as  rendered. 

NEW  YORK  CITY  PLAJN^ 
Regulation  of  Height  of  Buildings  and  Character  of  Districts 

On  pages  191-203  preceding  we  have  made  some  general 
observations  on  city  planning,  and  in  former  reports  we  have  re- 
peatedly deplored  the  costly  lack  of  foresight  in  laying  out  E^ew 
York  City.  During  the  past  half  century  New  York  has  spent 
millions  upon  millions  of  dollars  for  widening  of  existing  streets, 
the  opening  of  new  thoroughfares  in  districts  already  covered 
with  buildings,  and  in  acquiring  sites  for  public  parks  and 
grounds  for  civic  buildings  like  the  new  Court  House,  which 
might  have  been  saved  if  the  City  Fathers  of  the  preceding  genera- 
tion had  had  an  adequate  conception  of  the  future  needs  of  the 
growing  City  and  had  taken  steps  to  provide  for  them.  During 
late  years  many  attempts  to  provide  more  systematically  for  the 
city  plan  than  heretofore  have  been  made  by  civic  societies, 
public-spirited  individuals,  and  committees  appointed  by  the 
municipal  authorities,  all  of  which  ha.s  tended  to  cultivate  the 
civic  spirit  and  has  produced  some  tangible  results. 

The  latest  development  of  this  movement,  and  one  which  prom- 
ises to  be  historic  of  its  kind,  was  the  enactment  by  the  Legislature 
last  year  of  chapter  470  of  the  laws  of  1914,  which  amends  the 
City  charter  by  adding  two  new  sections  designated  as  sections 
242-a  and  242-b.  Section  242-a  empowers  the  Board  of  Esti- 
mate and  Apportionment  to  regulate  the  height  and  bulk  of  build- 
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ings  hereafter  erected  aud  to  determiue  tlie  area  of  yards,  courts 
and  other  open  spaces.  The  Board  may  divide  the  City  into 
districts  of  such  number,  shape  and  area  as  it  may  deem  best 
suited  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  new  section  of  the  char- 
ter. The  regulations  concerning  the  height  of  buildings,  etc., 
must  be  uniform  in  each  district,  but  the  regulations  of  the  dif- 
ferent districts  may  be  different.  The  Board  is  authorized  to 
appoint  a  Commission  to  recommend  the  boundaries  of  the  dis- 
tricts and  appropriate  regulations  to  be  enforced .  therein.  By 
section  242-b  the  Board  is  empowered  to  regulate  and  restrict 
the  location  of  trades  and  industries  and  may  divide  the  City 
into  districts  for  this  purpose  also. 

The  evolution  and  adoption  of  the  reforms  contemplated  in 
the  foregoing  provisions  are  in  the  hands  of  four  committees  or 
commissions. 

The  highest  of  these  is  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportion- 
ment itself,  which  has  the  power  to  make  the  changes. 

Next  comes  the  Committee  on  the  City  Plan,  of  the  Board  of 
Estimate  and  Apportionment,  consisting  of:  Hon.  George  Mc- 
Aneny,  President  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Chairman,  Hon. 
Marcus  M.  Marks,  President  of  the  Borough  of  Manhattan,  Hon. 
Lewis  H.  Pounds,  President  of  the  Borough  of  Brooklyn,  Hon. 
Douglas  Mathewson,  President  of  the  Borough  of  the  Bronx,  Hon. 
Maurice  E.  Connolly,  President  of  the  Borough  of  Queens,  and 
Hon.  Charles  J.  McCormack,  President  of  the  Borough  of  Rich- 
mond. This  committee,  while  subordinate  to  the  Board  of  which 
it  is  a  part,  is  very  powerful,  however,  for  its  members  have  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Board  and  can  make  effective  any 
plan  which  the  committee  approves. 

'Next  comes  the  Commission  on  Building  Districts  and  Re- 
strictions, appointed  in  June,  1914,  by  the  Board  of  Estimate  in 
accordance  with  chapter  470  of  the  laws  of  1914.  It  consists  of 
Mr.  Edward  M.  Bassett,  Chairman,  Mr.  Lawson  Purdy,  Vice- 
Chairman,  and  Messrs.  Edward  C.  Blum,  James  E.  Clonin,  Otto 
M.  Eidlitz,  Burt  L.  Fenner,  Edward  R.  Hardy,  Richard  W. 
Lawrence,  Alrick  H.  Man,  Alfred  E.  Marling,  George  T.  Morti- 
mer, J.  F.  Smith,  Walter  Stabler,  Franklin  S.  Tomlin,  George  C. 
Whipple  and  William  G.  Willcox.    This  Commission  is  to  hold 
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public  hearings  and  report  its  recommendations  to  the  Board  of 
Estimate.    Upon  the  rendering  of  its  final  report,  it  becomes  I 
functus  officio.  i- 
And  lastly  there  is  an  Advisory  Commission  on  City  Plan  —  !! 
advisory  to  the  Board  of  Estimate's  Committee  on  the  City  Plan,  \ 
It  is  composed  of  Mr.  Charles  D.  jSTorton,  Chairman,  Mr.  Erederic  ' 
B.  Pratt,  Vice-Chairman,  and  Messrs.  Edward  M.  Bassett,  Ed- 
ward W.  Brown,  Arnold  W.  Brunner,  Irving  T.  Bush,  John  M. 
Demarest,  Michael  Furst,  Herbert  F.  Gunnison,  J.  Monroe  Hew- 
lett, Eobert  W.  Higbie,  Richard  M.  Hurd,  Robert  D.  Kohn,  C. 
Grant  Lafarge,  E.  -E.  Loomis,  Milo  R.  Maltbie,  Cyrus  C.  Miller, 
John  J.  Murphy,  E.  H.  Outerbridge,  Wm.  Barclay  Parsons,  Wm. 
Allaire  Shortt,  F.  Dehass  Simonson,  Daniel  L.  Turner  and  Frank 
B.  Williams. 

Mr.  Robert  H.  Whitten  is  Secretary  and  Mr.  George  B.  Ford 
is  consultant  of  the  Board  of  Estimate's  Committee  on  City  Plan, 
the  Commission  on  Building  Districts  and  Restrictions,  and  the 
Advistory  Commission  on  City  Plan,  all  of  whose  officers  are  in 
the  Municipal  Building.  [ 

In  September,  1914,  Hon.  George  McAneny,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  speaking  of  this  subject,  said: 

"  For  years  we  have  talked  of  the  faults  of  the  City,  its  insani- 
tary tenements,  its  unscientific  street  lay-out,  its  lack  of  small 
parks  and  playgrounds,  and  the  multiplication  of  skyscrapers  in 
one  small  district.  Is  it  not  the  part  of  common  prudence  to  pre- 
vent the  repetition  of  these  mistakes  ? 

"  Improvements  now  under  way,  such  as  the  dual  subway  sys- 
tem and  the  dock  and  terminal  improvements,  will  fix  the  lines  of 
development  for  twenty-five  years.  The  subways  are  an  example 
of  what  intelligent  city  planning  may  accomplish.  We  narrowly 
escaped  committing  ourselves  to  a  plan  of  transit  development 
which  would  have  directed  the  growth  of  the  City  on  unhealthful 
lines.  As  it  is,  we  have  chosen  a  system  which  will  encourage 
the  diffusion  of  the  people  over  thinly  settled  districts,  and  make 
it  possible  to  reach  the  center  of  the  City  from  these  localities  by 
a  single  5-cent  fare. 

"  Within  the  present  boundaries  of  Greater  IsTew  York  there 
are  large  undeveloped  areas.  When  the  population  has  doubled 
the  built-up  portion  of  the  City  will  cover  twice  the  area  included 
within  the  present  built-up  sections    For  every  dollar  at  present 
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invested  in  buildings  and  public  improvements  there  will  need  to 
be  an  additional  dollar  invested  in  order  to  provide  for  the  in- 
creased population,  industries,  and  commerce.  This  means  that 
the  City  and  private  individuals  together  vi^ill  spend  several  bil- 
lions of  dollars  in  City  building.  That  this  vast  expenditure  may 
result  in  a  maximum  of  advantage  to  the  commercial  and  indus- 
trial interests  of  the  City,  and  may  promote  health,  safety,  and 
general  welfare  of  its  inhabitants,  is  the  chief  aim  of  City  plan- 
ning- 

"  The  public  has  already  had  an  intimation  of  what  is  in- 
tended in  the  report  of  the  Heights  of  Buildings  Commission. 
That  there  will  be  a  general  limitation  on  heights  is  practically 
certain.  The  Aldermen  probably  will  impose  that  in  the  new 
Building  Code.  But  New  York  needs  a  system  of  districting 
along  the  lines  of  both  height  and  occupation. 

"  For  example,  there  is  Twenty-third  Street,  once  lined  with 
big  retail  s'tores,  but  now  with  most  of  its  buildings  decorated 
with  '  To  Let '  signs.  This  was  brought  about  largely  through 
the  encroachment  of  factories,  which  made  the  locality  unsuitable 
for  high-class  retail  trade.  There  is  little  doubt  that  a  proper 
system  of  super^^sion,  instituted  a  few  years  ago,  would  have  pre- 
vented the  sudden  collapse  from  which  many  owners  and  lessees 
have  suffered.  A  change  may  have  been  inevitable,  but  with 
proper  regulation  it  would  have  come  with  less  abruptness 

"  As  time  passes,  the  City  Planning  Committee  will  have  In- 
creasingly important  functions.  Upon  it  will  rest  the  responsi- 
bility of  guiding  the  City's  growth;  upon  the  skill  and  prudence 
of  its  work  will  depend  in  some  degree  the  health  and  happiness 
of  the  City's  population.  So  it  is  of  vital  importance  that  the 
public  should  understand  the  purpose  of  the  City  Planning  Com- 
mittee, and  give  it  its  full  co-operation." 

^  '  NEW  YORK  CITY  PARKS 

General  Conditions 

On  account  of  the  density  of  the  population  of  New  York 
City,  the  subject  of  public  parks  appeals  more  strongly  to  the 
people  of  that  City  probably  than  to  the  people  of  less  densely 
settled  communities,  where  the  question  of  open-air  breathing 
places  is  not  of  such  vital  consequence.  Also,  on  account  of  the 
wealth  of  the  City,  there  is  a  natural  expectation  that  its  parks 
will  be  kept  in  first  class  condition  and  be  models  to  the  whole 
country. 
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It  cannot  be  said  that  tlie  parks  of  ISTew  York  have  yet  been 
reclaimed  from  the  distressing  condition  of  neglect  and  abuse 
into  which  they  have  been  allowed  to  lapse  in  years  gone  by.  The 
Park  Commissioners'  ambitions,  as  expressed  in  their  public  ad- 
dresses, are  highly  commendable,  but  they  appear  to  lack  appro- 
priations with  which  to  make  needed  improvements.  Reforma- 
tions in  the  way  of  excluding  pedlars,  boot-^blacks  and  commercial 
structures  from  the  parks  seem  to  be  prevented  by  custom  too 
long  practiced  and  by  strong  political  influence,  and  the  situation 
is  lamented  by  the  Commissioners  themselves  who  are  unable  to 
change  conditions  which  they  recognize  as  undesirable  but  which 
have  become  deep-rooted  though  long  toleration.  And  to  add  to 
the  demoralization,  due  in  some  cases  to  these  causes,  many  of 
the  most  conspicuous  small  parks  of  Manhattan  Borough  are 
further  disfigured  by  the  excavations  and  contractors'  parapher- 
nalia necessary  for  the  construction  of  the  new  subways.  There 
probably  never  was  a  time  when  modem  'New  York  was  so  up- 
heaved and  rendered  so  unsightly  by  public  works  as  it  is  now. 

With  certain  exceptions  hereafter  mentioned,  and  which  appear 
to  be  beyond  the  control  of  the  Park  Commissioners  themselves, 
there  appears  to  be  on  their  part  a  laudable  purpose  to  prevent 
further  deterioration  and  to  repair  past  neglect  according  to  the 
means  afforded. 

Certain  interesting  features  of  the  conditions  of  some  of  the 
parks  are  mentioned  under  the  following  headings. 

BATTERY  PARK 

Wireless  Operators'  Memorial 

In  October,  1914,  a  fountain  was  erected  in  Battery  Park  to 
the  memory  of  the  wireless  telegraph  operators  who  have  lost 
their  lives  while  at  their  posts  of  duty.  It  consists  of  a  low 
granite  basin  weighing  twelve  tons,  flanked  on  either  side  by  a 
broad  granite  seat.  Behind  the  basin  is  a  granite  cenotaph  six 
feet  high  on  which  are  the  names  of  the  wireless  heroes.  The 
memorial  stands  near  to  and  at  the  west  end  of  the  United  States 
Barge  Ofiice.  The  site  was  indicated  by  the  late  Mayor  Gaynor. 
The  fountain  was  erected  with  funds  raised  by  the  New  York 
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Times  and  by  the  wireless  operators  on  the  coastwise  steamships. 
(See  plate  4.) 

The  cenotaph  bears  the  following  inscriptions  on  its  four  sides: 

(West  Side) 

Erected  in  Meniorv  of  Wireless  Operators,  Lost  at  Sea  at  the 
Post  of  Duty. 

Jack  Philips,  S.  S.  Titanic,  April  15,  1912,  Atlantic  Coast. 
Perdinand  J.  Kvehn,  S.  S.  Monroe,  January  30,  1914,  Atlantic 
Coast. 

Walter  E.  Eeker,  S.  S.  Admiral  Sampson,  August  25,  1914, 
Puget  Sound. 

(South  Side) 

George  Cr  Eccles,  S.  S.  Ohio,  Foundered  1  a.  m.,  August  26, 
1909,  Pacific  Coast. 

Adolph  J.  Svenson,  S.  S.  Hanalei,  ISTovember  23,  1914,  Pa- 
cific Coast. 

(North  Side) 

Lawrence  Prudhunt,  S.  S.  Rosecrans,  January  7,  1913,  Pa- 
cific Coast. 

Clifton  J.  Eleming,  Harry  Ered  Otto,  S.  S.  Erancis  H.  Leg- 
gett,  September  18,  1914,  Oregon  Coast. 

(East  Side) 

Stephen  E  .Sczepanek,  S.  S.  Pere  Marquette,  Car  Eerry  18, 
September  9,  1910,  Lake  Michigan. 

Donald  Campbell  Perkins,  S.  S.  State  of  California,  August 
18,  1913,  Pacific  Coast. 

Evidences  of  Old  New  York 

Battery  Park  is  much  disturbed  by  subway  excavations.  An 
interesting  feature  of  these  disturbances  is  the  evidence  which 
they  give  of  old  'New  York  history.  In  former  reports  we  have 
alluded  to  the  artificial  nature  of  Battery  Park,  the  land  having 
been  made  with  the  debris  from  old  Port  George  and  neighbor- 
hood. To-day,  the  raw  earth  lying  in  heaps  on  the  surface  reveals 
an  abundance  of  old  yellow  Dutch  brick,  red  brick,  oyster  and 
clam  shells,  meat  bones,  fragments  of  blue  and  other  china,  black 
bottles  of  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  beautifully  irridescent  from 
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long  burial  in  the  ground,  bowls  and  stems  of  clay  pipes  and  other 
objects  invariably  associated  with  ancient  sites  on  Manhattan 
Island. 

BOWLING  GKEEN 

A  Eevolutionary  Burial  Place 

In  the  course  of  certain  researches  during  the  p^ast  year,  we 
made  the  interesting  discovery,  in  the  comparatively  unknown 
diary  of  a  clergyman,  that  in  1776  Bowling  Green  was  used  as 
a  place  of  interment  for  a  number  of  citizens  who  were  killed 
by  a  bombardment  from  British  ships  passing  up  the  l^orth  River. 
The  authority  for  this  record  is  quoted  on  page  114  preceding. 

Temporary  Mutilation 

The  northern  end  of  the  park  is  mutilated  for  the  time  being, 
and  probably  for  a  few  years  to  come,  by  the  excavation  -necessary 
for  the  new  subway  construction.  About  one-third  of  the  historic 
iron  fence,  erected  in  1771,  has  been  removed  and  a  high  board 
fence  has  been  erected  around  that  part  of  the  park. 

CITY  HALL  PARK 

Postoffice  Change 

ISTew  Yorkers  look  forward  hopefully  to  the  time  when  the 
Cit}'  shall  reclaim  the  southern  portion  of  City  Hall  Park,  which 
was  inadvisedly  sold  to  the  Federal  Government  in  1867  for  a 
postoffice  and  Federal  Court  House.  The  relation  of  this  project 
to  the  Civic  Center  of  the  City  has  been  discussed  extensively  in 
former  reports  and  is  alluded  to  again  on  page  174  preceding. 
One  important  step  in  this  direction  was  the  removal  of  Post- 
master Edward  M.  Morgan  and  staff,  and  certain  executive  offices, 
from  this  building,  known  as  the  General  Postoffice,  to  the  new 
Postoffice  at  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Terminal  on  Eighth 
Avenue  between  31st  and  33d  Streets,  on  the  night  of  September 
5-6,  1914.  The  new  building,  which  cost  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment over  $6,000,000  was  opened  for  business  September  6. 
Unfortunately  the  old  Postoffice  has  not  been  entirely  abandoned, 
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and  eontinnes  in  use  as  a  postoffice.  The  executive  offices  vacated 
were  converted  into  rooms  for  the  United  States  courts  formerly 
on  the  upper  floors  of  the  building.  The  new  Postoffice  is  the 
largest  in  the  United  States  and  perhaps  in  the  world.  The 
trains  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  run  directly  under  it,  and 
there  is  an  elaborate  system  by  means  of  which  the  mails  are 
conveyed  to  and  from  the  train.  Across  the  Eighth  Avenue  front 
of  the  building  is  the  inscription : 

"  jSTeither  snow  nor  rain  nor  heat  nor  gloom  of  night  stays  these 
couriers  from  the  swift  completion  of  their  appointed  rounds." 

Disfigurement  of  Park 

The  solemn  spectacle  presented  by  the  passage  of  the  cortege 
of  the  dead  sailors  from  Vera  Cruz  before  the  City  Hall  on  May 
11,  1914,  again  directed  attention  to  the  pitiful  condition  of  City 
Hall  Park.  The  bringing  of  the  jSTation's  dead  heroes  to  the  City 
Hall,  there  to  receive  the  brief  but  appropriate  eulogy  of  the 
Mayor,  was  a  natural  and  instinctive  expression  of  the  place 
which  the  City  Hall  holds  in  the  public  mind.  It  is  the  Civic 
Center  of  JSTew  York.  It  represents  the  headship  of  the  great 
City.  Here  is  focussed  the  sentiment  of  five  and  a  half  million 
people.  Here  in  sorrow  they  have  wept  at  the  biers  of  many 
great  Americans.  Here  in  joy  they  have  greeted  Lafayette  and 
other  distinguished  guests.  Here  in  the  War  for  Independence, 
the  War  of  1812  and  the  Civil  War  the  patriotism  of  the  citizens 
has  been  aroused  and  here  they  have  come  to  celebrate  their  mili- 
tary triumphs,  civic  achievements  and  great  anniversaries. 

And  yet,  at  this  place,  which  should  be  beautiful  and  dignified 
and  as  expressive  as  possible  of  the  finest  civic  spirit,  there  can 
be  seen  in  front  of  the  City  Hall,  a  broken  and  unsightly  fountain ; 
beside  it  a  big  shed  for  the  sale  of  milk ;  in  the  southwest  corner 
of  the  park  two  unnecessarily  large  and  ugly  superstructures  of 
imderground  toilets ;  on  the  south  sidewalk  a  big  chimney-like 
ventilator ;  east  of  the  City  Hall  trees  propped  up  by  wires ; 
thrusting  out  from  the  Brooklyn  Bridge  over  upon  the  park 
sidewalk,  the  unspeakable  "  temporary "  excrescence,  now  some 
eight  years  old;  along  the  park  railings  on  space  which  was  not 
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long  ago  cut  off  from  the  lawn  for  the  accommodation  of  the  pub- 
lic a  fringe  of  bootblack  and  news-stands :  along  the  park  paths  on 
the  north  side  of  the  City  Hall  and  elsewhere  the  same.  At  the 
time  of  the  funeral  procession  referred  to,  there  were  upon  the 
Park  sidewalks  33  stands  or  structures  for  the  sale  of  newspapers, 
flowers,  milk  and  soda  water  and  for  blacking  boots  —  not  to 
mention  numerous  purveyors  without  stands.  Last  Christmas 
again  the  park  was  disfigured  by  two  high  wooden  structures  for 
stereopticons,  two  corresponding  screens  upon  which  to  show  pic- 
tures, and  a  wooden  platform  for  the  distribution  of  Christmas 
presents.  There  was  also  set  up  a  great  evergreen  tree,  resplendent 
with  electric  lights,  which  was  in  itself  beautiful  but  which  did 
not  belong  there.  In  the  past  few  years,  the  milk-stand  before 
referred  to  has  usually  occupied  the  park  only  in  the  summer- 
time, and  at  the  close  of  the  season  of  1914  it  was  removed.  It 
has  now  become  the  next  thing  to  a  permanent  installation  by  re- 
erection  for  the  winter  season,  it  having  been  put  up  again  Jan- 
uary 11,  1915,  for  the  sale  of  penny  sandwiches,  coffee,  etc. 

With  respect  to  the  bootblack  and  news  stands.  Park  Commis- 
sioner Cabot  Ward  began  a  campaign  for  their  removal  on  June 
2,  1914,  and  caused  a  temporary  improvement  in  the  appearance 
of  the  park ;  but  the  Newsdealers'  Committee  of  the  Publishers' 
Association  and  others  made  a  vigorous  protest,  with  the  result 
that  many  of  the  stands  were  allowed  to  stay,  some  of  them  in 
different  locations. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Harlem  Board  of  Commerce  held  January 
5,  1915,  Commissioner  Ward  spoke  of  the  difficulty  of  this  prob- 
lem. He  said  he  would  like  to  enforce  the  rule  to  allow  in  the 
parks  only  those  who  catered  to  the  needs  of  visitors.  He  said 
that  road  houses  like  McGown's  Pass  Tavern  in  Central  Park 
were  not  allowed  in  the  parks  of  other  cities.  Bootblacks  and 
venders  were  not  allowed  in  the  Philadelphia  parks.  But  the 
growing  tendency  in  !New  York  was  different.  He  favored  re- 
strictions, but  the  question  which  he  had  been  imable  to  solve 
was  how  to  reconcile  the  theoretical  with  the  actual  conditions 
existing  in  New  York. 

With  respect  to  the  house  for  the  sale  of  milk,  sandwiches, 
coffee,  etc.,  at  low  prices  to  the  poor,  the  project  itself,  undertaken 
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bv  private  philanthropy,  is  commendable,  bnt  with  unoccupied 
lots  belonging  to  the  City  two  or  three  blocks  to  the  northeastward, 
there  seems  to  be  no  reasonable  excuse  for  locating  such  a  dis- 
pensary in  front  of  the  City  Hall. 

Angelina  Crane  Fountain 

On  December  31,  1914,  public  announcement  was  made  that 
the  Municipal  Art  Commission  had  rejected  the  model  submitted 
by  Mr.  Frederick  MacMonnies  for  the  Angelina  Crane  foun- 
tain for  City  Hall  Park.  The  contract  for  the  fountain  was  given 
to  Mr.  MacMonnies,  May  3,  1909.  The  report  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee which  judged  the  model  was  verbal,  not  written.  The 
J^ew  York  Evening  Sun  of  December  31,  1914,  says  that  the 
desig-n  subniitted  expressed  an  allegory  of  "  Civic  Virtue."  Civic 
Virtue,  represented  by  a  colossal  male  figure,  was  depicted  in 
the  model  standing  over  the  prostrate  form  of  the  siren  Vice. 
The  two  figures  were  to  surmount  a  series  of  basins,  from  among 
which  jets  of  water  were  to  rise.  Other  jets  were  to  play  from 
the  outer  edge  of  the  fouiitain,  meeting  over  the  head  of  the  figure. 
The  figure  of  Civic  Virtue  would  have  risen  to  a  height  of 
twenty-eight  feet  from  the  ground  level,  and  the  width  of  the 
fountain  basin  as  planned  was  fifty-seven  feet.  The  jets  of  water 
would  have  played  to  a  height  of  thirty-five  to  forty  feet.  The 
sculptor  is  expected  to  submit  a  new  model. 

If  future  progress  in  the  matter  of  the  fountain  is  to  be  meas- 
ured by  the  past,  it  will  be  some  years  before  the  fountain  is 
ready  for  erection.  By  that  time,  perhaps,  the  unsightly  struc- 
tures on  the  margins  of  the  park  due  to  the  construction  of  the 
aqueduct  and  the  new  subway  will  have  been  removed.  Then  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  City  Hall  Park  may  be  properly  remodeled.  More 
people  pass  through  or  by  this  park  than  any  other  in  the  City ; 
and  the  daily  sight,  by  a  third  of  a  million  of  citizens,  of  its 
abused  and  neglected  condition,  right  at  the  threshold  of  the  City 
Government,  tends  to  drag  down  civic  spirit  as  it  humiliates 
civic  pride.  It  would  seem  as  if  City  Hall  Park  should  be  cleaned 
up  and  remodeled  as  a  ceremonial  Civic  Center,  in  keeping  with 
the  beauty  of  the  City  Hall  and  the  digmity  of  the  City  itself. 
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CEISTTKAL  PAEK 

Removal  of  the  Arsenal 

On  March  2,  1915,  public  announcement  was  made  of  the  de- 
cision of  the  Park  Commissioner  for  Manhattan  and  Richmond 
Boroughs  to  remove  the  old  Arsenal  Building  which  stands  in 
Central  Park  near  Fifth  Avenue,  opposite  64th  Street.  Historical 
references  to  this  structure  will  be  found  in  our  Report  for 
1911  (page  437)  and  our  Report  for  1914  (pages  165-166).  Pic- 
tures of  the  building  appear  in  plates  14  and  15  of  the  latter. 
It  is  the  expectation  of  Commissioner  Ward  that  the  building  will 
be  entirely  removed  by  June  1,  1915.*  Knowledge  of  the  plan  to 
demolish  the  old  building  which,  until  last  year,  had  served  for 
a  long  period  as  the  headquarters  of  the  Park  Department,  having 
reached  various  civic  societies  before  the  public  announcement, 
the  Commissioner  recorded  no  less  than  forty  applications  for  the 
retention  and  occupation  of  the  building,  or  permission  to  build 
upon  its  site.  On  March  1,  the  Commissioners  informed  a  group 
of  such  applicants  very  emphatically  not  only  that  the  Arsenal 
was  going  to  be  torn  down,  but  that  its  passing  would  mark  the 
total  elimination  of  the  old-time  policy  of  giving  consideration  to 
applicants  for  the  use  of  park  lands  for  buildings.  The  Arsenal, 
as  we  have  shown  heretofore,  was  built  in  1848,  before  Central 
Park  was  projected,  and  was  used  not  only  as  an  arsenal,  but  also 
as  quarters  for  troops  and  a  drilling  place  during  the  Civil  War. 
In  1868,  the  architect,  R.  M.  Hunt,  prepared  plans  for  altering 
the  building  and  ever  since  then  it  has  been  undergoing  changes 
and  repairs  to  adapt  it  to  the  growing  needs  of  the  park  adminis- 
tration. As  the  Commissioner  remarked  in  March,  1915,  "  it 
has  been  repaired  to  death,"  and  it  would  cost  $50,000  to  put  it 
in  usable  shape  now.  The  unoccupied  park  space  is  considered 
more  valuable  at  present  than  the  building  itself.  Among  the 
innumerable  projects  for  occupying  the  arsenal  site  may  be  re- 
called that  of  the  Academy  of  DesigTi  and  tliat  for  the  removal 
of  the  vacated  Lenox  Library  building  into  the  park,  mentioned 
in  our  former  Reports. 

*  The  building  had  not  been  demolished  as  late  as  September,  1915. 
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Discontinuance  of  McGoivn's  Pass  Ta  vern 

On  March  9,  1915,  the  furnishings  of  McGown's  Pass  Tavern 
in  the  northeastern  part  of  Central  Park  were  sold  at  auction 
and  the  use  of  the  building  as  a  tavern  permanently  discontinued. 
The  Park  Commissioner  has  intimated  that  after  the  demolition 
of  the  Arsenal,  the  McGown's  Pass  building  will  be  used  for  a 
police  station,  but  the  question  is  undetermined  at  this  writing; 
and  this  building  may  also  be  removed.  While  the  site  is  his- 
torical, the  building  itself  is  modern  and  uninteresting,  unneces- 
sary as  a  tavern,  and  a  blemish  upon  the  landscape.  McGovra's 
Pass  has  been  a  tavern  site  since  about  the  year  1748,  except 
when  occupied  by  the  Mount  Saint  Vincent  Academy.  The 
present  structure  was  erected  in  1883.  The  history  of  the  site 
and  successive  buildings  is  given  in  our  Report  for  1911  at  pages 
379-489. 

Central  Park  West  Car-tracks. 

The  problem  of  the  shifting  of  the  street-car  tracks  in  Central 
Park  West  so  as  to  make  traffic  safer  in  that  avenue  remains  un- 
solved and  continues  to  be  a  menace  to  the  park  itself.  The  his- 
tory of  the  location  of  these  tracks  in  their  present  dangerous  con- 
dition next  to  the  eastern  sidewalk  is  given  in  our  Report  for 
1913,  at  pages  166—170.  The  pending  proposition  is  to  compel 
the  railroad  company  to  transfer  its  present  east  track  to  the  west 
side  of  the  present  west  track.  At  the  same  time  the  City  pro- 
poses to  reduce  the  width  of  the  sidewalk  on  the  east  side  of  the 
avenue,  thus  forming  a  free  passage  for  general  vehicular  traffic 
between  the  railroad  tracks  and  the  east  sidewalk.  The  railroad 
company,  however,  objects  to  making  the  change  at  its  own  ex- 
pense, and  the  counter-proposition  has  been  made  to  locate  the 
east  sidewalk  inside  the  park  fence,  and  to  devote  the  present 
sidewalk  space  to  roadway.  So  long  as  the  problem  remains  un- 
solved, the  menace  to  the  integrity  of  the  park  continues.  On 
May  28,  1914,  the  City  Plan  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Estimate 
recommended  to  that  body  "  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  directing 
the  President  of  the  Borough  of  Manhattan  to  proceed  with  the 
physical  work  of  widening  the  roadway  of  Central  Park  West, 
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as  provided  in  the  resolution  of  tlie  board  adopted  January  9, 
1913,  and  that  lie  be  directed  to  take  all  the  necessary  steps  to 
assure  compliance  by  the  company  with  the  resolution  adopted  by 
this  board  on  August  28,  1913."  On  March  10,  1915,  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  obtained  an  order  from  the  Supreme  Court  re- 
quiring the  railroad  company  to  show  cause  why  it  should  not 
shift  its  eastern  track  as  proposed  without  further  delay;  and 
there  the  matter  rests  at  present  writing. 

HISTORY  OF  MOUNT  MOERIS  PARK 

On  page  99  preceding  we  have  referred  to  the  inquiry  of  the 
Pire  Commissioner  of  ISTew  York  City,  Hon,  Robert  Adamson, 
for  information  as  to  the  source  of  the  name  of  Moimt  Morris 
Park  (in  which  there  is  an  obsolete  fire-alarm  bell-tower,)  with 
a  view  to  the  erection  of  a  tablet  therein.  As  there  appears  to 
be  no  collated  historical  information,  either  in  the  Park  Depart- 
ment or  elsewhere,  concerning  this  park,  we  have  prepared  the 
following. 

Manhattan  Island,  geologically  speaking,  is  a  group  of  islands 
raised  slightly  above  the  sea-level  so  that  the  intervals  between 
them  are  dry  land.  One  of  these  islets,  formerly  about  ninety 
acres  in  extent  but  now  reduced  to  about  20  acres,  is  represented 
by  Mount  Morris  Park,  which  lies  in  the  midst  of  Harlem  Plain 
upon  the  line  of  Pifth  Avenue  between  120th  and  124th  Streets. 

Mount  Morris  Park  is  a  rocky  elevation,  rising  about  70  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  surrounding  plain,  and  is  composed  of  hard 
Hudson  schist  which  forms  the  materials  of  the  other  principal 
rock  outcrops  of  Manhattan  Island.  Its  subterranean  base  is 
Stockbridge  dolomite,  a  softer  rock  which  in  the  preglacial  con- 
vulsions of  the  island  was  heaved  up  around  the  Hudson  schist 
and  subsequently  eroded  to  the  sea  level,  leaving  the  islet  of  dur- 
able schist  protruding.  In  the  course  of  time  it  became  covered 
with  enough  soil  to  give  a  root-hold  for  trees,  and  at  the  time  of 
the  advent  of  the  Europeans,  it  was  covered  with  forest  trees. 
(U.  S.  Geologic  Atlas,  New  York  City  Folio;  Configuration  of 
the  Rock  Floor  of  Greater  New  York  by  W,  H.  Hobbs.) 

The  Dutch  called  this  eminence  and  a  smaller  neighbor  the 
Ronde  Gebergte  or  Round  Hills.    The  larger  one,  now  in  Mount 
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Morris  Park,  tliey  distinguished  as  tlie  Slangberg  or  Snake  Hill, 
on  account  of  the  reptiles  which  formerly  infested  it.  (Hiker's 
History  of  Harlem.) 

The  Slangberg  was  part  of  the  property  originally  laid  ou^t  for 
Metje  Cornelis  Kortright  and  descended  to  her  grandson  ISTicholas 
Kortright  who,  in  1733,  sold  it  to  Johannes  Benson.  It  lay  in 
lot  ISTo.  5  of  the  so-called  "  First  Division  "  of  Harlem  lands, 
which  contained  some  25  acres.  Adolph  Benson,  who  was  born 
January  8,  1703,  and  died  April  30,  1802,  bought  the  property 
from  his  brother  Johannes.  Adolph's  old  homestead  stood  till 
1854  on  the  line  of  122d  Street  one  hundred  feet  or  more  east 
of  the  line  of  Seventh  Avenue.  Trom  Adolph,  the  property  passed 
by  inheritance  to  Adolph's  son  Samson  (also  called  Samuel)  who 
was  born  in  1733  and  died  ISTovember  22,  1825.  The  latter  was 
Captain  of  a  company  in  the  Revolution  and  rendered  valuable 
-service,  standing  guard  and  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the  State 
'  Convention  while  it  met  in  Harlem  and  until  it  was  forced  to 
retire  before  the  enemy  in  1776.     (Biker's  History  of  Harlem.) 

Snake  Hill  on  the  Benson  farai  was  fortified  during  the  Revo- 
lution, but  not  by  the  American  army  so  far  as  we  can  learn. 
The  Sauthier-Faden  map  of  1777,  representing  the  upper  part 
of  Manhattan  Island  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Fort  Washington 
'  on  Jfovember  IG,  1776,  shows  Snake  Hill  but  without  indication 
'  of  any  military  work;  and  in  all  the  records  of  the  battle  of 
'  Harlem  two  months  earlier,  there  is  no  reference  to  any  work  on 
this  eminence. 

After  the  British  were  in  secure  possession  of  the  whole  island, 
however,  they  saw  the  advantage  of  erecting  on  the  Harlem  hill 

;  a  fortification  with  g-uns  heavy  enough  to  command  the  crossing 
of  the  Harlem  River  from  Harlem  Village  to  the  Westchester 
shore.    Among  the  evidences  of  this  we  have  the  diary  of  Lieut. 

'  John  Charles  Philip  von  KrafFt  of  the  Hessian  Army  to  which 
we  are  indebted  for  many  particulars  of  the  military  history  of 
Manhattan  Island  during  British  occupation.  In  describing  an 
advance  made  by  the  Continental  troops  in  Westchester  County 
toward  Fordham  Heights  on  July  22,  1781,  he  tells  how  the  com- 
bined columns  of  the  "  Rebels  "  and  French  were  repelled  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Independence  and  adds:    ''Afterwards  we  saw 
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tliat  several  colixmns  of  tlie  rebels  marclied  off  behind  ISTo.  8  *  to 
tbe  end  of  Morrisania;  but  being  terribly  bombarded  from  Har- 
lem, from  Slinek-bill,  they  were  again  seen  retreating  into  the 
thickets  and  returning  again." 

Under  date  of  Monday,  October  1,  1781,  Von  lirafft  records 
that  he  was  stationed  "  in  Shnak  Hill  block  house." 

On  the  following  day,  he  says,  the  regiment  to  which  he  be- 
longed received  orders  to  march  immediately  and  to  encamp  until 
further  orders  at  McGown's  Pass  (now  in  Central  Park)  where 
Prince  Charles'  regiment  had  been.  "  The  same  night,  all  the 
watches  and  the  detachment  of  our  men  in  'No.  8  were  relieved, 
but  not  Snak  Hill."  Which  indicates  that  Snake  Hill  was  gar- 
risoned by  the  Hessians. 

Other  references  in  Von  Krafft's  diary  are  as  follows :  "  1 
ISTov.  Thur.  On  active  service  in  Shnak  Hill  block  house ;  "  and 
"  12  ISTov.  Mon.    Active  command  Shnak  Hill  block  house." 

The  British  Headquarters  Map  of  Kew  York  and  Environs  in 
1782,  published  in  facsimile  by  B.  F.  Stevens  a  few  years  ago, 
shows  upon  Snake  Hill  an  earthwork  composing  three  sides  of  a 
quadrangle,  with  the  block  house  standing  on  the  line  of  the 
fourth  or  southwestern  side. 

From  Samson  Benson  before  mentioned,  the  farm  including 
Snake  Hill  passed  to  his  grandson  Samson  Adolph  Benson. 

About  the  year  (?)  a  race  course  was  established  on  the  prop- 
erty and  it  was  consequently  known  as  the  Race  Course  Farm.f 

The  plan  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  1807 
to  lay  out  the  streets  of  the  City  provided  for  a  park  or  square 
on  the  flat  land  between  Sixth  and  Seventh  Avenues  and  117th 
and  121st  Streets,  called  Haerlem  Square.  At  the  same  time, 
their  line  of  Fifth  Avenue, —  or  the  Fifth  Avenue  as  it  was  called 
■ —  ran  directly  across  Snake  Hill.  The  science  of  engineering 
was  not  then  so  far  advanced  as  now,  nor  was  property  so  valuable 
as  to  warrant  expenditures  for  cutting  down  the  hill.  The  prob- 
lem presented  by  this  rocky  barricade  was  therefore  a  formidable 

*  "  No.  8  "  refers  to  Fort  No.  8  just  soutJi  of  New  York  University. 

t  The  Harlem  Park  trotting  course,  overlapping  the  Mount  Morris  Park  site, 
appears  on  a  map  of  the  upper  part  of  Manhattan  Island  in  Shannon's  Cor- 
poration Manual  for  1868. 
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one  when  the  actual  opening  of  Fifth  Avenue  came  to  be  con- 
sidered. 

On  June  8,  1835,  the  Street  Commissioner  presented  to  the 
Common  Council  a  plan  for  the  regulation  of  the  streets  and 
avenues  at  Harlem  from  109th  to  135th  Streets  and  from  the 
Harlem  River  to  I^inth  Avenue.  This  appears  to  have  forced 
upon  the  City  the  necessity  of  doing  something  about  Snake  Hill. 

At  this  juncture  a  number  of  citizens  conceived  the  happy  idea 
of  preserving  this  bit  of  natural  scenery  for  a  public  park,  actu- 
ated by  the  same  motives  of  combined  economy  and  testhetics  that 
afterwards. led  to  the  choice  of  the  site  of  Central  Park  for  its 
larger  neighbor,  and  presented  a  petition  to  that  effect  to  the 
Common  Council.  On  June  22,  1835,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  and  Places  of  the  Common  Council  presented  the  following 
report  on  the  subject: 

"  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Places,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  annexed  Memorial  of  a  large  number  of  proprietors 
of  lands  at  Harlaem,  asking  the  Common  Council  to  take  the  ap- 
propriate measures  for  so  altering  the  plan  of  the  City  as  to  lay- 
out and  form  a  Public  Place  or  Square,  at  Harlaem,  between  the 
Fourth  and  Sixth  Avenues  and  from  One  Hundred  and  Twen- 
tieth Street  to  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Street,  and  on 
which  Memorial  the  Committee  respectfully  report. 

"  They  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  lay  before  the  Board  any 
general  reasoning  or  arguments  in  favour  of  setting  apart  or  lay- 
ing out  Public  Squares  or  Places.  Their  existence  is  so  univers- 
ally acknowledged  as  eminently  conducive  to  the  continuance  and 
preservation  of  general  health,  and  it  has  so  much  become  the  set- 
tled policy  of  the  Common  Council  to  adopt  them  in  all  proper 
situations,  that  the  only  points  which  require  discussion  in  the 
application  to  lay  owt  Public  Places  are  in  reference  to  their 
proper  location  and  adaptation  in  regard  to  size  and  figure,  with 
the  beneficial  purposes  intended. 

"  With  respect  to  the  application  now  under  consideration  and 
the  propriety  of  laying  out  a  Public  Place  as  applied  for  by  the 
Memorialists,  the  Committee  ask  the  attention  of  the  Board  to 
the  following  facts : 

"  JTearly  in  the  center  of  the  plain  of  Harlaem,  directly  on  the 
line  of  Fifth  Avenue,  and  between  120th  and  124th  Streets, 
arises  a  high  and  bold  eminence,  elevated  about  70  feet  above  the 
adjacent  table  land,  crowned  with  various  kinds  of  forest  trees, 
many  of  them  of  great  antiquity  and  possessing  altogether  a  very 
peculiar  and  distinctive  character. 
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"  Excavations  which  have  been  made  at  the  bottom  of  this  ele-  ]' 
vation  show  clearly  that  under  the  soil  with  which  it  is  covered, 
the  internal  part  is  solid  rock,  so  that  any  attempt  to  cut  down 
the  hill  (consisting  of  several  acres)  to  the  level  of  the  adjacent 
plain  and  thus  render  it  suitable  for  building  lots,  would  be  at- 
tended with  immense  cost,  greater,  much  greater  than  the  value 
of  the  land  could  possibly  justify  —  thus  cutting  it  off  from  im- 
provement in  the  usual  and  ordinary  way. 

"  This  particular  fact,  so  forbidding  in  its  aspect  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  land  in  the  common  mode,  still,  however,  ren- 
ders it  peculiarly  applicable  for  the  purposes  proposed  by  the  j 
Memorialists  of  being  set  apart  as  a  public  place,  its  insular  situa- 
tion, its  great  height,  its  conical  figure,  the  trees  with  which  it 
is  covered,  by  a  proper  disposition  and  arrangement  furnish  the 
very  greatest  capabilities  for  converting  it  into  a  place  of  the  | 
greatest  ornament  and  beauty,  and  which  will  be  looked  upon  j 
with  pride  and  admiration  by  our  successors.  ' 

"  It  is  proposed  by  a  plan  annexed  to  this  report  to  take  the  J 
land  from  120th  to  124th  Streets,  and  from  about  midway  be-  I 
tween  the  4th  and  5th  Avenues  to  about  the  same  distance  be-  I 
tween  the  5th  and  6th  Avenues,  this  will  form  a  space  contain-  " 

ing  about    acres;  and  considering  that  in  the  whole  of  that 

widely  extended  section  at  Harlaem  no  Public  Place  has  yet  been 
laid  out,  is  not  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  larger  than  public 
convenience  requires. 

"  It  is  further  to  be  remarked  that  in  taking  this  land  for  the  • 
above  mentioned  purpose,  no  charge  will  be  incurred  by  the  City, 
the  whole  cost  will  be  assessed  on  the  surrounding  property. 

"  Having  made  a  personal  examination  of  this  subject,  the 
Committee  are  very  decidedly  in  its  favour,  and  unanimously 
recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  Memorialists  be  adopted,  and 
offer  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board  the  following  Resolution: 

"  Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  at  its  next  session  for  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  such 
alteration  in  the  map  or  plan  of  the  City  as  will  permit  the  form- 
ing and  laying  out  of  a  Public  Place  between  120th  and  124th 
Street  and  between  the  4th  and  6th  Avenues  as  will  be  agreeably 
to  the  plan  annexed  to  this  Report,  and  the  Counsel  of  the  Cor- 
poration is  directed  to  prepare  a  suitable  memorial  and  bill  for 
that  purpose. 

Samuel  Puedy, 
John  W.  Lamb^ 
Silas  M.  Stillwell, 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  Places." 
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The  report  was  approved.  In  anticipation  of  the  desired  enact- 
ment, the  Common  Council  passed  a  resohition  approved  by  the 
Mayor  March  17,  1836,  by  which  it  was  ordered  that  Fifth  Ave- 
nue be  opened  from  21st  Street  to  129th  Street  except  such  por- 
tions as  were  ah-eady  opened  and  that  portion  between  120th  and 
124th  Streets. 

The  Corporation  Counsel  was  so  assiduous  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty  that  he  secured  the  passage  by  the  Legislature  on  May 
10,  1836,  of  chapter  280  of  the  laws  of  that  year  reading  as 
follows : 

"  An  Act  to  alter  the  map  or  plan  of  the  City  of  Xew  York,  by 
establishing  a  new  public  square  or  place  in  the  Twelfth  ward  of 
the  said  City,  and  by  discontinuing  the  public  square  or  place 
known  on  the  said  map  or  plan  as  the  Harlaem  Square. 

"  The  People  of  the  State  of  ISTew  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows : 

"  Sec.  1.  All  the  land  in  the  Twelfth  Ward  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  bounded  northerly  by  the  southerly  line  of  124th 
Street ;  easterly  by  a  line  drawn  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 
feet  distant  westerly  from  the  westerly  side  of  4tli  Avenue,  and 
parallel  with  the  said  avenue ;  southerly  by  the  northerly  line  of 
120th  Street,  and  westerly  by  a  line  drawn  four  hundred  and 
twenty-five  feet  distant  easterly  from  the  easterly  side  of  the  6th 
Avenue,  and  parallel  with  the  said  avenue,  shall  be  hereafter 
known  on  the  map  or  plan  of  the  said  City,  as  a  public  place  or 
square ;  and  the  said  land  is  hereby  declared  to  be  such  public 
place  or  square,  and  may  be  opened  as  such  according  to  law  in 
like  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  laid  out  by  the  commission- 
ers appointed  in  and  by  the  act,  entitled,  '  An  act  relative  to  im- 
provements, touching  the  laying  out  of  streets  and  roads  in  the 
City  of  J^ew  York,  and  for  other  purposes,'  passed  April  3d, 
1807 ;  and  the  same  may  be  laid  out  in  such  manner  and  shall  be 
known  by  such  name  as  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  ISTew 
York  may  hereafter  determine." 

On  October  21,  1836,  the  Mayor  signed  a  resolution  "  That  the 
ground  between  120th  and  124th  Streets  and  the  Fourth  and 
Sixth  Avenues  be  taken  and  set  apart  for  a  public  square,  and 
that  the  Counsel  take  the  necessary  legal  measui'es  to  carry  the 
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same  into  effect,  and  tliat  150  feet  in  tlie  center  of  the  Square 
be  charged  by  the  Commissioners  to  the  City." 

As  the  work  of  condemning  the  land  for  the  square  proceeded, 
considerable  opposition  to  the  project  appeared.  Petitions  were 
presented  to  the  Common  Council  in  1839  remonstrating  against 
the  proceedings,  and  on  May  23,  1839,  the  Board  of  Assistant 
Aldermen  passed  a  resolution  "  that  the  Commissioners  of  Esti- 
mate and  Apportionment  in  the  matter  of  opening  Mount  Morris 
Square  be  requested  to  postpone  presenting  their  report  to  the 
Supreme  Court  imtil  further  notice  from  the  Common  Council." 

This  resolution,  in  a  modified  form,  requesting  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  report  until  September,  was  signed  by  the  Mayor. 

Then,  on  September  4,  1839,  the  report  was  presented  and 
confirmed,  by  which  20.173  acres  of  the  old  Pace  Course  Farm 
was  taken  for  a  public  square. 

On  October  14,  1839,  the  Street  Committee  reported  a  resolu- 
tion fixing  the  date  of  the  actual  opening  of  Mount  Morris  Square 
on  December  1,  1840,  which  was  adopted. 

As  to  the  origin  of  the  name  of  Moimt  Morris,  we  axe  as  yet 
in  doubt.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  park  was  named  after 
Eobert  H.  Morris,  who  was  Mayor  from  1841  to  1844,  but  if 
such  was  the  case,  it  was  so  named  before  he  was  Mayor,  because 
it  appears  on  the  Col  ton  map  of  1836  as  Mount  Morris,  and  in 
resolutions  concerning  assessments  for  taking  the  land,  adopted 
by  the  Common  Council  before  Mr.  Morris  was  Mayor,  the  square 
is  so  desig-nated. 

It  has  also  been  suggested  that  the  Harlem  Race  Course,  which 
gave  the  name  to  the  farm  of  which  Snake  Hill  was  a  part,  may 
have  been  owned  and  operated  by  some  member  of  the  Morris 
family  who  later  owned  the  well-known  Morris  Park  Pace  Course 
in  the  Bronx.  They  were  New  Yorkers,  old  in  the  racing  busi- 
ness, but  of  this  we  have  no  confirmation. 

In  1855,  the  Common  Council  voted  to  get  estimates  for  an 
iron  bell  tower  in  Mount  Morris  Square,  and  on  December  28, 
1855,  the  following  estimates  were  reported:  John  Bogardus, 
$5,750;  Julius  Kroel,  $2,300.  On  March  14,  1856,  the  Council 
voted  to  award  the  contract  to  Kroel,  and  on  April  11  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  concurred. 
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Meanwhile,  the  City  advertised  for  bids  for  the  bell  and  by 
resolution  approved  by  the  Mayor  February  19,  1856,  the  contract 
was  awarded  to  Jones  &  Hitchcock  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  to  furnish 
a  bell  weighing  10,000  pounds,  "  at  35  cents  per  pound,  and  25 
cents  per  pound  to  be  allowed  for  old  bell." 

The  old  bell  referred  to  was  probably  one  from  the  109th  Street 
bell  tower,  recently  discontinued. 

For  reasons  which  do  not  appear,  however,  a  resolution  was 
passed  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  February  3,  1857,  directing 
the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies  to  "  readvertise  for  a 
bell  of  ten  thousand  pounds  to  be  placed  in  Mount  Morris  bell 
tower  without  delay."  The  result  was  that  the  contract  was  again 
awarded  in  April,  1857,  to  Jones  &  Hitchcock  at  40  cents  a 
pound,  ''and  to  receive  the  old  bell  in  part  payment  for  the  sum 
of  25  cents  a  pound."  The  old  tower  is  still  standing,  although 
its  use  has  been  superseded  by  the  modern  fire  alarm  system. 

The  development  of  the  park  was  long  delayed,  and  when  it 
iwas  undertaken  it  was  prosecuted  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Chief  Landscape  Gardener,  Mr.  Ignatz  A.  Pilat, —  a  man  of  cul- 
tivated taste  who  realized  the  artistic  possibilities  of  this  bold, 
forest-covered  hill. 

The  work  of  the  improvement  was  commenced  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Central  Park  in  1867  and  continued  by  them  until  May, 
1868.  The  expenditure  for  the  year  1868  was  by  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Street  Commissioner,  but 
the  Legislature  of  1868-69  again  placed  expenditure  for  its  im- 
provement under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners  of  Central 
Park.  Work  was  resumed  in  1869  and  was  continued  tmder  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Pilat,  until  his  death  September  17,  1870. 
(First  Annual  Report  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Parks,  1870- 
71.) 

After  Mr.  Pilat's  death,  the  work  was  continued  according  to 
his  designs.  His  plan,  as  shown  in  the  report  of  1870—71,  pro- 
vided for  the  arrangement  of  the  entrances  at  the  four  corners; 
the  shaping  of  the  ground  on  the  north,  east  and  west  sides ;  the 
laying  out  of  paths  around  the  border  of  the  high  hill,  the  prep- 
aration of  lawns  at  its  base;  the  construction  of  the  main  path 
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ascending  from  the  north  Fiftli  Avenue  entrance,  etc.  The  de- 
sign of  Mr.  Pilat,  says  the  report,  was  continued  during  the 
season  of  1870-71  with  few  variations.  "  The  noble  forest  trees 
covering  the  blutf  have  been  retained  excepting  a  few  that  were 
unsound  and  detrimental  to  the  future  development  of  the  others." 

Mount  Morris  Park,  created  with  so  much  aii;istic  skill,  was  a 
gem  of  the  landscape  gardener's  art  over  thirty  years  ago;  but 
has  run  down  so  much  of  late  years  that  in  January,  1915,  Park 
Commissioner  Cabot  Ward,  in  a  public  address,  acquiesced  in  the 
declaration  of  prominent  citizens  to  the  effect  that  the  park  was 
"  demoralized  ".  The  Commissioner  had  recently  applied  in  vain 
for  money  with  which  to  rehabilitate  it. 

PELHAM  BAY  PARK 

Pell  Graves  Violated 

On  October  30,  1914,  or  the  preceding  night,  vandals  violated 
the  graves  of  the  Pell  family  in  the  little  cemetery  in  Pelham 
Bay  Park  near  the  junction  of  the  Shore  Road  and  the  Split 
Rock  Road.  This  is  the  third  attempt  to  despoil  these  ancient 
graves.  One  effort  was  made  in  the  summer  of  1910,  and  another 
in  July,  1911,  (See  our  Report  for  1912,  page  170.)  It  is 
believed  that  the  vandals  imagine  that  they  will  find  jewels  and 
treasure  buried  there ;  but  they  have  never  succeeded  in  reaching 
the  coffins  before  being  scared  away.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Thomas 
Pell,  the  original  grantee  of  Pelham  Manor,  is  not  buried  there, 
the  graves  being  those  of  later  membei's  of  the  family  and  dating 
only  from  1748. 

COIsTEY  ISLAJS^D  PARK 

Dreamland  Award 

An  important  recent  addition  to  the  park  system  of  Brooklyn 
Borough  is  the  Dreamland  Park  property,  to  which  the  City  took 
title  in  March,  1912.  This  park  fronts  upon  the  ocean  at  Coney 
Island,  and  comprises  14.7  acres,  bounded  by  Surf  Avenue,  West 
Fifth  Street,  West  Eighth  Street  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  In 
ISTovember,   1914,  the  commissioners  of  appraisal  fixed  their 
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awards  at  $1,035,000.  The  condemnation  commissioners  were 
Messrs.  Charles  J.  McDermott,  William  J.  Duane  and  George  A. 
Steves. 

MAraATTA^T  COMPANY  RESERVOIR  DEMOLISHED 

Reminiscences  of  Neiv  York's  Early  Water  Supply 

In  the  month  of  July,  1914,  an  interesting  but  obscure  land- 
mark of  old  ISTew  York  was  obliterated  when  the  historic  old 
roimd  tower  and  water-tank  of  the  Manhattan  Company  on  the 
northwestern  corner  of  Reade  and  Center  Streets  was  demolished. 
As  this  structure  was  enclosed  in  a  three-story  building,  it  was  not 
visible  from  the  street  and  its  existence  was  knovm  only  to  anti- 
quarians and  a  few  others.  When  the  surrounding  building  and 
the  tank  were  pulled  dovm  in  1914,  to  make  room  for  a  new  build- 
ing, the  old  reservoir  was  exposed  to  view  and  excited  the  liveliest 
public  interest.  All  sorts  of  strange  tales  were  circulated  about 
it.  One  story  alleged  that  it  had  been  a  fort  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  and  another  that  it  had  been  an  ancient  prison,  neither 
of  which  legends  was  true.  It  was,  however,  connected  in  an 
interesting  way  with  the  history  of  l^ew  York  at  the  end  of  the 
18th  century,  and  its  passing  is  deserving  of  notice.  (See  plates 
5  and  6.) 

The  tank  was  one  of  the  reservoirs  of  the  Manhattan  Company, 
which  was  incorporated  in  1799  for  the  purpose  of  "  supplying 
the  City  of  ISTew  York  with  pure  and  wholesome  water."  For 
nearly  a  century  and  a  half  after  the  settlement  of  IsTew  Amster- 
dam in  162G,  the  inhabitants  of  JSTew  Amsterdam  and  IsTew  York 
depended  upon  wells,  pumps,  and  the  natural  streams  and  ponds 
for  their  drinking  water.  Mr.  Edward  Wegmann  and  Mr.  J.  B. 
Goldsborougli  of  ISTew  York,  in  a  paper  entitled  "  The  Construc- 
tion of  the  IsTew  Croton  Dam  ",  read  before  the  convention  of  the 
American  Society  of  Engineering  Contractors  at  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
September  26—28,  1910,  say  that  the  first  public  well  was  that 
sunk  in  front  of  Eort  Amsterdam  at  Bowling  Green  in  1658, 
probably  in  response  to  the  resolution  of  the  Burgomasters  of 
July  11,  1658,  to  the  following  effect:  "  The  Burgomasters  re- 
solved to  communicate  with  the  General  relative  to  having  a 
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public  well  made  in  the  Heere  Straat "  (Broadway).  Although  i 
we  are  unable  to  find  the  original  record  of  that  resolution,  it  is 
not  on  its  face  improbable.  The  Common  Council  records  prior 
to  and  immediately  after  the  Revolution  abound  with  references  ; 
to  pumps  and  wells,  the  construction  and  care  of  which  were  an 
important  public  concern.  The  most  famous  of  these  was  the 
Tea  Water  Pump  which  stood  on  the  north  side  of  Park  Row 
between  Baxter  and  Mulberry  Streets.  The  water  from  this  source 
was  considered  particularly  desirable  for  making  tea,  and  was 
conveyed  in  portable  vessels  and  carts  to  various  parts  of  the  City 
and  sold.  The  street  in  front  of  the  pump  became  so  blocked  at 
times  by  wagons  and  carts  that  in  1797  the  Common  Council 
ordered  that  the  spout  of  the  pump  be  raised  and  lengthened  so 
that  pedestrians  could  pass  under  it. 

The  Hon.  James  P.  Davenport,  Assistant  Special  Deputy  Reg- 
ister, gives  us  the  following  interesting  information  concerning  the 
precise  location  of  the  Tea  Water  Pump.  The  property  described 
in  deeds  as  the  "  Tea  Water  Pump' "  was  a  parcel  75  feet  by  120 
feet  on  the  north  side  of  Chatham  Street  (Park  Row),  beginning 
28  feet  east  of  Baxter  Street.  A  deed  containing  a  reference  to 
it  as  the  "  Tea  Water  Pump  is  dated  June  1,  1795,  (liber  170 
of  deeds,  page  7,)  and  there  is  another  of  the  same  description 
in  liber  169,  page  334.  The  description  there  is:  "  Which  said 
three  lots,  pieces  or  parcels  of  ground  are  known  by  the  name  or 
description  of  the  '  Tea  Water  Pump '  or  the  Estate  of  Gerardus 
Hardenbrook,  Sr.,  deceased."  The  same  description  or  a  similar 
one  is  found  in  later  deeds,  among  which  are  those  to  be  found 
in  liber  55,  page  395;  liber  65,  page  102;,  liber  66,  page  454, 
and  liber  68,  page  225.  The  property  was  afterwards  sold  in 
parts.  Gerardus  Hardenbrook  left  a  will  dated  1755  and  recorded 
in  liber  33  of  wills,  page  533.  About  1796  William  C.  Thomp- 
son, a  gTandson,  acquired  the  majority  interest  and  is  undoubtedly 
the  Mr.  Thompson  referred  to  in  Valentine's  Manual  for  1856, 
page  438.  Abraham  Shoemaker  referred  to  on  the  same  page  in 
Valentine's  Manual  afterwards  acquired  at  least  the  central  part 
of  the  75  foot  tract  from  Thompson  and  others.  Valentine's  au- 
thority for  desig-nating  the  property  as  lio.  126  Chatham  Street 
(the  old  name  for  Park  Row)  does  not  appear.  No.  126  Chatham 
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Street  as  sliown  in  deeds  of  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century 
would  be  east  of  Mulberry  Street.  If  there  was  a  numbering  of 
the  street  that  would  bring  ISTo.  126  near  Baxter  Street,  it  has  not 
been  found.  The  site  of  the  pump,  however,  is  well  established 
by  the  deeds  referred  to. 

The  earliest  dehnite  proposal  for  the  distribution  of  water 
through  pipes  was  made  to  the  Common  Council  on  April  22, 
1774,  when  "  the  Proposal  of  Christopher  Colles  to  Erect  a  Ees- 
ervoir  and  to  Convey  Water  thro'  the  Several  Streets  of  this  City 
was  preferred  to  this  Board  &  Read ;  and  thereupon  ordered  that 
the  same  be  filed  and  that  the  Consideration  thereof  be  deferred 
to  Some  future  Time".  (Common  Council  Minutes.)  On  Au- 
gaist  25,  1774,  the  Common  Council  "  tried  the  Water  of  the  ISTew 
Well  sunk  in  the  Ground  of  Augustus  and  Frederick  Van  Cort- 
landt,  and  judging  the  same  to  be  of  a  very  good  Quality,  agreed 
in  their  former  Resolution  of  carrying  the  Proposal  of  Christopher 
Colles  into  Execution  and  also  of  Issuing  ISTotes  to  the  Value  of 
£2500." 

The  site  of  Colles'  reservoir  was  on  the  east  side  of  Broadway 
between  Worth  and  White  Streets,  on  an  elevation  just  west  of 
the  Eresh  Water  or  Collect  Pond.  (Map  in  pamphlet  of  Messrs. 
WegTuann  and  Goldsborough. ) 

Colles  went  ahead  with  his  work  and  appears  to  have  carried 
out  his  contract,  for,  after  the  War  for  Independence,  he  peti- 
tioned to  the  Common  Council  (October  27,  1784)  "  Pray'g  Pay- 
ment of  the  ballance  of  an  acct.  agt.  the  Corporation  on  a  Con- 
tract for  erecting  a  Reservoir  &c  for  leading  Water  into  the  City," 
and  on  December  8  he  was  allowed  £12. 

Colles'  petition  of  October  27,  1784,  declared: 

"  That  your  memorialist  did  accordingly  proceed  in  the  erection 
of  the  work  &  erected  a  Reservoir  capable  of  containing  twenty 
thousand  hogsheads  of  water;  dug,  walled,  cover'd  &  completely 
finished  a  well  of  thirty  feet  diameter  at  the  inside,  from  which 
he  pumped  by  means  of  a  steam  engine  which  he  also  erected,  Two 
himdred  gallons  of  water,  fifty-two  feet  high  perpendicular  per 
minute,  into  the  said  reservoir." 

The  total  cost  was  £:1,600. 
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On  account  of  the  disorganized  state  of  affairs  during  the  war, 
the  water-works  were  ahandoned  and  the  City  returned  to  the  old 
system  of  pumps  and  wells.  In  1798,  however,  the  City  suffered 
from  a  severe  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  which  was  atributed  to  the 
inferior  water  supply,  and  it  was  at  this  juncture  that  the  more 
effective  plan  of  the  Manhattan  Company  was  formed.  From  a 
little  booklet  entitled  "  Bank  of  the  Manhattan  Company :  Origin, 
History,  Progress,"  issued  by  that  bank,  we  learn  many  interesting 
details  of  this  project.  Upon  the  assembling  of  the  Legislature 
in  1799,  Aaron  Burr  and  several  other  men  applied  for  a  charter 
for  the  purpose  of  "  supplying  the  City  of  New  York  with  pure 
and  wholesome  water  and  on  April  2,  1799,  the  bill  was  passed, 
incorporating  the  Manhattan  Company.  The  capital  of  the  cor- 
poration was  $2,000,000  • —  a  great  sum  for  those  days  —  and  as 
the  cost  of  the  proposed  water  system  could  not  accurately  be  fore- 
seen, there  was  a  clause  in  the  charter  permitting  the  company 
to.  employ  its  surplus  capital  in  financial  transactions  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  constitutions  and  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York 
and  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  a  common  tradition  that  the  banking  privilege  con- 
tained in  this  charter,  apparently  as  a  subordinate  feature,  was 
really  the  main  object  of  the  projectors,  and  was  thus  introduced 
covertly  to  avoid  the  opposition  which  Burr  was  certain  to  en- 
counter from  Alexander  Hamilton  and  the  Federal  party.  Ham- 
ilton had  organized  the  first  banking  organization  in  ISTew  York 
when  in  1784  he  formed  the  Bank  of  New  York  which  was  char- 
tered in  1792.  For  fifteen  years,  Hamilton's  bank  and  the  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States  were  the  only  banks  doing  business  in 
the  City  and  State  of  New  York.  This  monopoly  was  of  value 
to  the  political  party  which  was  then  in  control  and  with  which 
Hamilton  was  allied,  and  consequently  Burr's  effort  to  obtain  a 
charter,  which  was  quickly  perceived  to  contain  a  clause  which 
permitted  banking,  was  earnestly  opposed.  The  opposition  was 
unsuccessful,  however,  and  the  Manhattan  Company  secured  its 
charter. 

Whether  the  tradition  before  mentioned  as  to  the  leading  mo- 
tive of  Burr  and  associates  was  well  founded  or  not,  the  fact 
remains  that  the  Company  did  go  ahead  with  the  water-works 
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undertaking,  built  reservoirs,  and  laid  an  extensive  system  of  dis- 
tributing pipes  in  tlie  tben  small  city.  These  pipes  were  bollow 
logs,  many  of  wliicli  bave  been  dug  up  in  recent  years  in  the 
streets  south  of  Chambers  Street.  The  first  meeting  of  the  Di- 
rectors was  held  at  the  house  of  Edward  Barden,  inn-keeper,"'  on 
April  11,  1799,  when  there  were  present  Aaron  Burr,  John 
Broome,  who  was  long  an  Alderman,  John  B.  Church,  who  fought 
a  duel  with  Burr  on  September  2,  1799,  John  B.  Coles,  Richard 
Harrison,  who  Avas  Recorder  of  the  City,  William  Laight 
Brockholst  Livingston,  Daniel  Ludlow,  Samuel  Osgood,  Pascal  IST. 
Smith,  John  Stevens  and  John  Watts.  The  only  absentee  was 
William  Edgar.    Mr.  Ludlow  was  elected  President. 

At  the  meeting  of  April  11,  1799,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
declaring  that  the  principal  object  of  the  corporation  was  to  ob- 
tain a  supply  of  pure  and  wholesome  water  for  the  City  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  report  means  for  obtaining  such  a 
supply.  So  rapidly  did  the  plans  mature  that  on  May  6  follow- 
ing the  water  committee  was  empowered  "  to  contract  for  as  many 
pine  logs  as  they  may  think  necessary  for  pipes  and  also  for 
boring  the  same." 

]\Ieanwhile,  if  the  water  supply  was  the  chief  object  of  the 
company,  the  banking  privilege  was  not  neglected,  and  on  April 
17,  1799,  a  committee  was  appointed  "  to  consider  the  most  proper 
means  of  employing  the  capital  of  the  Company  ".  On  June  3 
the  committee  reported  in  favor  of  opening  an  office  of  discount 
and  deposit  and  a  house  was  bought  on  the  site  of  the  present 
No.  40  Wall  Street  (then  having  a  different  number)  in  which, 
on  September  1,  1799,  the  bank  of  the  Company  began  business. 
This  venerable  corporation  is  still  doing  business  at  No.  40  Wall 
Street  under  the  style  of  the  Bank  of  the  Manhattan  Company. 

In  prosecuting  the  water-works  business,  the  company  sank  a 
number  of  wells,  built  tanks  and  reservoirs,  and  extended  its 
distributing  system  generally  throughout  the  City  below  Chambers 
Street.  In  1836  the  system  was  extended  northward  along  Broad- 
way as  far  as  Bleecker  Street,  when  the  company  had  about  25 
miles  of  mains  and  supplied  about  2,000  houses.    The  company 
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continued  to  operate  its  system  until  about  the  time  the  Croton 
system  came  into  use  in  184'2. 

One  conspicu-ous  landmark  of  the  old  water  works  was  the 
Chambers  Street  reservoir  with  sloping  walls,  similar  in  style  to 
the  Croton  reservoir  which  formerly  stood  on  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent Public  Library  on  the  west  side  of  Pifth  Avenue  between 
40th  and  42  d  Streets.  It  stood  on  the  north  side  of  Chambers 
Street  between  Broadway  and  Park  Row.  Its  facade  was  un- 
relieved except  by  an  entablature  which  was  supported  by  four 
Doric  columns  and  upon  which  was  a  figure  of  "  Oceanus,  one  of 
the  sea-gods,  sitting  in  a  reclining  posture  on  a  rising  ground 
pouring  water  from  an  urn  which  forms  a  river  and  terminates 
in  a  lake."  This  was  the  physical  embodiment  of  the  device  of 
the  corporation  seal  of  the  company  adopted  May  8,  1799. 

The  last  landmark  of  the  Manhattan  Company's  water-works  to 
disappear  was  the  reservoir  or  tanl^  which  was  first  referred  to 
in  this  article  and  which  stood  on  the  northwestern  corner  of 
Reade  and  Center  Streets.  It  was  erected  over  one  of  the  earliest 
wells  of  the  company,  but  the  company  is  unable  to  give  us  the 
date  of  erection.  On  account  of  the  popular  interest  in  it  and  its 
unusual  construction,  we  give  herewith  a  detailed  description  of  it. 
(See  plates  6  and  6.) 

This  reservoir  was  circular  in  form,  and  measured  41  feet  in 
diameter.  It  consisted  of  a  massive  stone  foundation  rising  23 
feet  above  the  original  ground  level,  and  was  surmounted  by  a 
circular  tank,  41  feet  in  diameter  and  15  feet  high,  the  sides  and 
bottom  of  which  were  composed  of  iron  plates  bolted  together. 
Later  the  reservoir  was  enclosed  in  a  building  consisting  of  three 
stories  and  cellar  which  was  owned  by  the  company.  We  will 
describe  the  reservoir  with  reference  to  the  stories  of  this  building. 

The  stone  foundation  of  the  reservoir  consisted  mainly  of  a 
circular  central  column  of  a  solid  masonry  10  feet  in  diameter, 
and  a  circular  outer  wall  4  feet  thick.  The  inner  space  11% 
feet  wide  between  the  central  pier  and  the  outer  wall  was  divided 
into  eight  symmetrical  segments  by  radial  partition  walls,  3  feet 
thick,  perforated  next  to  the  central  pier  by  arched  passage  ways 
4  feet  6  inches  wide  and  about  17  feet  high.  On  the  ground 
level  (in  the  cellar  of  the  surrounding  building)  the  outer  wall 
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of  the  foundation  of  tlie  reservoir  was  penetrated  by  four  arched 
doorways,  about  3^/2  feet  wide  and  6  feet  high,  equidistant,  and 
located  adjacent  to  the  alternate  radial  partitions. 

The  lowest  10  feet  of  the  foundation  was  in  the  cellar  of  the 
surrounding  building,  the  first  floor  at  the  modern  street  level 
being  10  feet  above  the  old  cellar  ground  level.  The  next  10  feet 
of  the  foundation  was  included  in  the  first  story  of  the  surrounding 
building.  At  the  first  floor  level  was  one  doorway  31/^  feet  wide, 
6  feet  high,  with  flat  lintel,  apparently  not  contemplated  in  the 
original  plan.  The  wooden  flooring  had  been  extended  into  the 
interior  of  the  foundation  and  was  used,  as  was  the  space  below, 
for  storage  purposes.  Each  of  the  other  seven  sections  of  the  cir- 
cular Avail  above  this  floor  level  was  pierced  by  a  circular  opening 
about  2  feet  in  diameter  and  lined  with  brick.  These  circular 
openings  were  about  5  feet  above  the  floor  or  15  feet  from  the 
ground.  The  archways  in  the  interior  partition  walls  were  7  feet 
above  the  floor  or  17  feet  from  the  ground. 

Above  these  archways  there  was  about  6  feet  of  solid  masonry 
from  center  to  circumference.  Upon  this  was  a  thin  layer  of 
sand,  to  equalize  the  superincumbent  weight,  and  upon  the  sand, 
were  laid  the  bottom  plates  of  the  resevoir. 

The  uj^i^er  3  feet  of  the  foundation  and  the  lower  7  feet  of  the- 
iron  tank  appeared  in  the  second  story  of  the  surrounding  building. 

The  upper  8  feet  of  the  tank  appeared  in  the  third  story,  there 
being  just  room  enoiigh  between  the  top  of  the  tank  and  the  roof 
timbers  of  the  building  to  permit  a  person  to  look  into  the  tank. 

The  bottom  of  the  tank  consisted  of  flat  rhomboidal  segments 
of  iron  plates,  bolted  together  at  their  flanges.  (See  figure  (a), 
plate  6.)  The  circular  side  consisted  of  three  tiers  of  rectangular 
iron  plates,  5  feet  high,  2  feet  4  inches  wide,  slightly  curved,  and 
similarly  bolted  together  by  their  raised  flanges.  At  the  flanges 
the  plates  were  3  inches  thick.  /Jhe  design  of  each  plate  was  di- 
vided into  2  panels.  In  the  illustration,  plate  5,  two  rectangles, 
one  above  the  other,  represent  one  iron  plate.  A  projecting  hook 
in  the  center  of  each  plate  indicated  that  each  tier  of  plates  was 
reinforced  by  a  circular  band  of  iron. 
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When  the  tank  was  taken  down  in  July,  1914,  the  black  sedi- 
ment on  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  —  the  accumnlation  of  dust 
which  had  slowly  settled  in  the  tank  notwithstanding  it  was  sur- 
rounded and  covered  by  the  building, — ■-  was  about  1  foot  thick. 

Connected  with  the  tanlc  were  certain  inflow  and  outflow  pipes 
of  no  particular  interest.  Water  was  originally  pumped  into  the 
reservoir  by  means  of  a  steam  engine. 

Among  the  traditions  which  grew  up  around  the  old  reservoir 
was  one  to  the  effect  that  the  Manhattan  Company  was  obliged  to 
pump  water  into  the  tanlc  every  day  in  order  to  keep  alive  its 
charter.  As  the  reservoir  is  now  gone  and  the  company  continues 
to  do  business,  the  tradition  appears  to  be  effectually  set  at  rest. 

As  the  water  supply  system  of  the  Manhattan  Company,  the 
best  in  its  day,  became  inadequate  for  the  growing  City  and  was 
superseded  in  1842  by  the  Croton  system,  so  the  latter  in  turn 
has  become  insufficient  and  is  about  to  be  reinforced  by  the  great 
Catskill  Aqueduct.  The  latter,  which  is  now  nearing  completion, 
was  described  in  our  last  Report  at  pages  183—186.  On  March 
6,  1915,  Water  Commissioner  Charles  IST.  Chadwick  stated  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Graduates  Club  in  New  York  City  that  "  by  Jan- 
uary 1,  1916,  residents  of  Manhattan,  Queens,  and  Richmond  will 
be  drinking  water  from  the  aqueduct." 

SAINT  JOHN'S  CHAPEL,  NEW  YORK 

Maintenance  for  Two  Years  at  Least  Secured 

Old  Saint  John's  Chapel  in  Varick  Street,  New  York,  for  the 
preservation  of  which  many  civic  societies  and  individuals  have 
been  striving  for  the  past  few  years,  still  stands  with  the  promise 
of  at  least  a  year  or  two  more  of  existence.  This  chapel  of  the 
Trinity  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  stands  on  the  east  side  of 
Varick  Street  between  Beach  and  Laight  Streets.  The  whole  plot 
of  land,  known  as  Nos.  34  to  50  Varick  Street,  both  inclusive, 
has  a  frontage  of  239^/2  feet  in  Varick  Street  and  before  the 
widening  of  the  street  had  a  depth  of  175  feet,  running  back  to 
St.  John's  Lane.  Until  recently,  the  mission  house  occupied  the 
28.5  feet  frontage  of  No.  34  at  the  southwestern  corner,  extending 
back  75  to  80  feet,  and  the  hospital  occupied  the  28.8  frontage  of 
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1^0.  50,  extending  back  about  140  feet.  The  mission  liouse  and 
hospital  have  been  torn  down  since  October  1,  1914.  The  Chapel 
itself,  with  the  adjoining  school  at  the  rear,  stands  in  the  midst 
of  the  plot  with  open  ground  on  the  north  and  south  sides. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  of  the  lands  and  buildings,  as  given 
to  us  by  the  Department  of  Taxes  and  Assessments  March  5, 
lOl.":,  is  as  follows : 

Part  with  Chapel  thereon : 

Land   $222,000 

Buildings   38,000  $260,000 


Parts  with  Mission  House  and  Hospital: 

Land   $53,000 

Buildings   17,000  70,000 

$330,000 


The  $260,000  part  is  exempt  from  taxation,  and  the  $70,000 
part  is  taxed. 

The  Chapel,  as  we  have  stated  in  former  Reports,  is  threatened 
with  demolition  by  the  widening  of  Varick  Street.  The  City  has 
acquired  a  strip  of  land  40  feet  wide  on  the  east  side  of  the  street 
to  be  added  to  the  thoroughfare,  and  the  demolition  of  buildings 
on  that  strip  is  now  complete  with  the  exception  of  old  Saint 
John's. 

On  May  28,  1914,  Hon.  George  McAneny,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Estimate's 
Committee  on  City  Plan,  announced  that  the  City  would  let  the 
Chapel  remain  projecting  into  the  widened  street,  provided  the 
'^ity  received  definite  assurance  within  twenty  days  that  the  build- 
ing would  be  maintained  for  some  public  or  semi-public  use  and 
that  the  reconstruction  necessary  to  lower  the  platform  of  the 
portico  to  the  sidewalk  level  would  be  iindertaken.  On  June  5, 
Col.  William  Jay,*  representing  the  Trinity  Corporation  which 
has  manifested  no  desire  to  preserve  the  landmark,  told  the  Board 
of  Estimate  that  he  could  give  no  assurance  that  the  chapel  would 


*  Colonel  Jay  died  March  28,  1915. 
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be  maintained  by  the  Trinity  corporation.  He  is  quoted  in  one 
of  the  leading  papers  of  June  6,  as  follows : 

"  I  may  say  once  for  all  that  there  is  no  possible  hope  or  ex- 
pectation in  my  mind  that  the  chapel  will  be  preserved  by  Trinity 
Church  for  religious  uses.  We  do  not  feel  that  we  are  bound  to 
do  this.  We  think  we  have  done  all  we  should  in  the  way  of  pre- 
serving historical  monuments.  It  now  devolves  upon  somebody 
else  to  preserve  St.  John's.  The  vestry  voted  with  very  great  re- 
luctance to  discontinue  services  at  St.  John's  because  that  seemed 
to  look  toward  the  ultimate  destruction  of  the  chapel,  and  they 
are  as  much  interested  now  in  this  movement  for  its  preservation 
as  anybody.  We  Avould  like  to  see  it  preserved  and  will  do  what 
we  can  to  meet  the  views  of  any  gentleman,  or  body  of  gentlemen, 
or  any  society  that  wants  to  come  forward  and  take  the  property 
u.pon  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon  with  the  City  or  our- 
selves, and  I  may  say  that  I  believe  Trinity  will  deal  with  them 
liberally.  They  are  not  in  the  business  to  make  money  out  of  it, 
but  they  cannot  see  their  way  to  carry  on  services  and  keep  the 
church  open  because  it  is  considered  by  some  people  to  be  orna- 
mental and  by  some  to  be  historical  ". 

As  the  result  of  further  conferences,  however,  it  was  announced 
on  July  28,  1914,  that  the  Trinity  corporation  had  agreed  to 
maintain  the  chapel  for  two  years  more  in  order  that  the  histor- 
ical and  art  societies  which  have  been  eager  that  this  example  of 
early  American  architecture  should  not  be  destroyed  may  perfect 
some  plan  for  preserving  the  property  either  as  a  church  or  a 
museum. 

In  the  work  of  demolition  already  accomplished,  two  houses  on 
the  church  plot  and  belonging  to  Trinity  Parish  have  been  torn 
down,  namely,  the  Mission  Ploiise,  designated  as  ISTo.  34  Varick 
Street,  and  the  Hospital,  designated  as  ISTo.  50  Varick  Street. 
Both  of  the  buildings  in  their  day  were  handsome  houses.  The 
one  at  50  Varick  Street  was  the  rectory  of  Trinity  parish  for 
many  years.  The  Eev.  Dr.  William  Berrian  lived  there  more 
than  seventy  years  ago  while  he  was  rector  of  Trinity,  and  the 
late  Dr.  Morgan  Dix  lived  there  for  awhile.  Several  years  ago 
it  was  remodeled  and  used  as- Trinity  Hospital.  The  old  house 
at  34  Varick  Street  was  used  originally  as  the  Sunday  School 
rooms  for  St.  John's  Chapel. 
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FERINE  HOUSE,  STATE?!  ISLAJ^D,  SxWED 

In  the  Slimmer  of  1914,  tins  Society  Wiis  consulted  by  the  Staten 
Island  Garden  Club  in  regard  to  the  preservation  of  the  old  Ferine 
House  at  Dongan  Hills  and  ga\'e  some  helpful  advice.  The  move- 
ment for  the  saving  of  the  building,  which  has  many  interesting 
associations,  was  started  by  ISlvs.  Henry  F.  Taylor,  and  carried 
on  at  first  by  the  Garden  Club,  which  secured  an  option  on  the 
property  and  raised  a  portion  of  the  funds  for  its  purchase.  In 
December,  1914,  the  Staten  Island  Antiquarian  Society,  of  which 
Mr.  Charles  Gilbert  Hine  is  President,  was  incorporated,  and  on 
February  15,  1915,  took  title  to  the  property,  the  consderation 
being  $7,500.    (See  plate  7.) 

The  house  stands  on  the  southeastern  side  of  the  old  Richmond 
Road  or  King's  Highway,  at  the  village  formerly  called  Garret- 
sons,  but  more  recently  called  Dongan  Hills,  about  four  miles 
southAvest  of  St.  George  ferry.  The  date  of  the  erection  of  this 
interesting  Colonial  landmark  is  uncertain.  It  is  a  rambling 
stnictnre  of  stone  and  wood  with  evident  accretions  of  different 
periods.  The  rear  part  is  older  than  the  front  part,  but  the  latter 
part  antedates  the  Revolution. 

Captain  Thomas  Stillwell  acquired  the  property  by  a  grant 
from  Governor  Andros  in  1677  and  built  a  house  upon  it  some 
time  thereafter.    In  his  will,  dated  1704-,  he  bequeathed  to  his 

dear  and  loving  wife  Martha "  the  lott  of  land  I  now  live 
upon  "  and  "  one  Negro  woman  called  Jeno  to  her  sole  and  proper 
use  foi'ever  ".  A  daughter  of  Capt.  Stillwell,  who  married  a  Van 
Felt,  in  a  deed  dated  iSTovember  4,  1709,  referred  to  the  house  as 
^'  the  old  dwelling  house  belonging  to  said  farm  "  still  standing. 
Whether  the  original  Stillwell  house  forms  a  part  of  the  present 
structure  is  imcertain.  Mr.  Edward  C.  Delavan,  a  careful  au- 
thority on  titles  and  landmark  history  of  Staten  Island,  thinks 
that  the  older  portion  of  the  present  structure  was  built  about 
1713  by  jSTicholas  Britton  who  married  another  daughter  of  Capt, 
Stillwell  and  that  the  original  Stillwell  house  burned  between 
1709  and  I7l3.  After  passing  through  various  intermediate  own- 
erships, the  property  came  into  the  possession  of  Joseph  Holmes, 
innkeeper.    His  daughter  Ann  married  Edward  Ferine  and  she 
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inherited  it  on  her  father's  death  September  22,  1759.  The  prop- 
erty passed  undivided  to  Edward  Perine's  sons  Joseph  and  Henry. 
Joseph's  half  was  inherited  by  Simon  Swaime  Perine  and  Henry's 
half  by  Elizabeth  Winant  Perine  who  married  Richard  Tysen. 
Simon  Swaime  Perine's  interest  was  inherited  by  his  sons  Cor- 
nelius L.  and  Joseph  E.  respectively.  In  1870  Elizabeth  Winant 
Perine  Tysen  sold  her  interest  to  an  outside  party. 

During  the  Revolution  British  soldiers  were  quartered  in  this 
house,  as  in  others  about  -the  island,  and  at  one  time  the  house 
was  so  crowded  with  them  that  the  widow  Ann  Perine  and  her 
six  children  were  allowed  only  one  of  the  rooms  for  living  pur- 
poses. One  of  the  occupants  of  the  house  during  that  period 
was  Capt.  Coghlan  of  the  British  Army. 

The  house  is  a  picturesque  structure  containing  fifteen  rooms, 
and  surrounded  by  trees  and  clumps  of  box.  The  latter  are  esti- 
mated to  be  not  less  than  100  years  old.  The  interior  of  the 
house  is  well  preserved  and  contains  several  mementoes  of  olden 
times.  The  paneling  at  the  south  end  of  the  parlor  is  a  fine  ex- 
ample of  Colonial  work,  being  Jacobean  in  style.  A  closet  at  the 
side  has  shelves  whose  edges  have  been  cut  in  a  decorative  fashion 
which  is  quite  unknown  in  these  days  and  is  regarded  by  experts 
as  a  sure  sign  of  antiquity. 

CAMP  LIFE  IN  NEW  YORK  IN  THE  REVOLUTION 

In  Appendix  A  of  this  Report  we  give  an  important  contribu- 
tion to  the  archfeological  history  of  the  Revolution  within  the 
limits  of  the  present  City  of  New  York  in  the  monograph  entitled 

Military  Camp  Life  on  Upper  Manhattan  Island  and  Adjacent 
Mainland  during  the  American  Revolution "  by  Mr.  Reginald 
Pelham  Bolton.    (See  also  plates  29-34.) 

Mr.  Bolton,  who  is  a  member  of  our  Board  of  Trustees  and 
Chairman  of  our  Committee  on  Sites  and  Inscriptions,  has  been 
our  zealous  representative  in  prosecuting  the  archaeological  re- 
searches whose  results  are  now  made  public  for  the  first  time. 
Many  of  the  facts  disclosed  by  the  relics  dug  up  on  old  military 
camp-sites  are  not  recorded  in  printed  books,  and  the  excavations 
by  Mr.  Bolton,  Mr.  W.  L.  Calver,  and  their  associates,  covering  a 
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period  of  twenty  years,  have  rescued  from  oblivion  many  details 
of  the  local  history  of  that  period  which  othei'wise  would  have 
been  entirely  lost. 

NOTABLE  TREES  IN  NEW  YORK 

The  Flushing  Cedars  of  Lebanon 

In  our  Report  for  1913  at  pages  191-199  we  made  mention 
of  some  notable  trees  in  New  York  City,  including  the  Livingston 
or  Himtington  Cedar  of  Lebanon  near  Throgg's  Neck  which  we 
were  partly  instrumental  in  having  saved  from  threatened  destruc- 
tion. Dui-ing  the  past  year  efforts  have  been  made  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  another  of  these  rare  and  historic  trees  in  the  village 
of  Flushing,  in  the  Borough  of  Queens.  Flushing  has  three  Cedars 
of  Lebanon  (Cedrus  lebani)  and  fourteen  Cedars  of  Mount  Atlas 
(Cedrus  atlantica,)  both  green  and  blue.  Two  of  the  former  are 
known  as  the  Old  Cedar  and  the  Prince  Cedar. 

The  Old  Cedar  stands  in  a  field  about  half  way  between  Chest- 
nut Street  and  Bayside  Avenue,  about  400  feet  west  of  the  White- 
stone  trolley-line.  It  is  ovmed  by  Mrs.  F.  H.  Hinman  of  No. 
Ill  Sanford  Street.  It  is  unprotected  at  present  and  has  been 
shamefully  abused.  Nails  have  been  driven  into  it  and  boys  have 
climbed  it  so  much  that  the  bark  on  the  limbs  is  smooth  from 
their  shoes.  It  is  a  vigorous  tree,  however,  and  gives  promise 
of  many  years  of  life.  On  January  29,  1915,  Mrs.  Hinman  an- 
nounced that  she  would  make  a  small  park  surrounding  the  tree 
and  fence  it  in  for  its  preservation,  and  Park  Commissioner  John 
E.  Weier  of  Queens  has  promised  to  have  experts  look  after  its 
welfare.  During  the  coming  season  it  will  be  pruned,  fenced  and 
marked.  It  is  62  feet  8  inches  high,  spreads  75  feet  and  is  13  feet 
in  circumference  7  feet  above  the  ground.  There  are  always 
cones  on  it  but  none  of  the  seeds  has  been  known  to  germinate. 
Mr.  Everett  P.  Martin,  third  Vice  President  of  the  Flushing 
Association,  who  has  been  particularly  active  in  urging  the  con- 
servation of  the  old  tree,  has  been  unable  to  learn  its  history. 
Men  past  seventy  years  of  age  say  that  it  seemed  as  large  when 
they  were  boys  as  it  appears  now.  The  Murray  family  think  that 
their  uncle,  Joseph  King,  who  in  the  early  part  of  the  19th  cen- 
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tury  had  a  nursery  where  the  tree  stands,  brought  the  tree  from 
Europe.    Mr.  Martin  estimates  the  tree  to  be  150  years  old. 

The  Prince  Cedar  stands  at  the  corner  of  Bridge  and  Lawrence 
Streets  as  one  enters  Flushing  by  trolley  car.  It  is  named  after 
the  family  of  L.  Bradford  Prince, —  a  native  of  Flushing  who  be- 
came Governor  of  ISTew  Mexico, —  who  owned  a  nursery  there. 
Governor  Prince  says  that  the  old  Prince  Nursery  catalogues  first 
mentioned  Cedars  of  Lebanon  in  1812,  and  that  the  tree  might 
then  have  been  ten  or  twelve  years  old,  thus  making  the  tree  115 
years  old  at  the  present  time.  This  tree  has  more  the  form  of  the 
Cedrus  atlantica.  Mr.  Martin  thinks  that  this  is  possibly  due  to 
its  having  been  "  killed  back  "  when  yoimg  and  therefore  sent  out 
side  branches. 

BILLBOARD  ADVERTISIITG 
Religious  Posters 

In  our  last  Report,  at  page  194—195,  we  commented  upon  the 
singTilar  interest  of  the  bill-posting  concerns  in  uplift  "  posters. 
The  ]S[ativity  poster  referred  to  therein  appeared  again  at  Christ- 
mas-tide in  1914.  In  the  summer  of  1914  the  Boy  Scouts  poster 
appeared.  The  central  design  of  the  latter  represented  a  Boy 
Scout  Camp  on  a  bluff,  with  the  signal  corps  making  signals. 
Underneath  were  the  word  "  Health  "  and  the  sentence  ''A  boy 
who  is  fair  and  honorable  is  a  credit  to  his  God  and  Country." 
At  the  left  hand  end  was  the  picture  of  a  boy  helping  a  woman 
to  cross  a  street  thickly  crowded  with  vehicles.  Underneath  it 
was  the  word  "  Chivalry  ".  At  the  right  hand  end  was  another 
picture  of  a  boy  23rotecting  a  dog  from  being  tormented  by  other 
boys.    It  was  entitled  "  Humanity 

The  educational  "  uplift "  posters  are  certainly  preferable  to  | 
many'  other  posters  advertising  whiskies,  brandies,  cigarettes,  and 
patent  medicines,  some  of  which  are  extremely  disgusting;  but  I 
when  religious  posters  are  erected  gratuitously  by  bill-posting 
companies,  it  is  natural  to  wonder  whether  their  motives  are 
purely  philanthropic.  During  the  past  year,  what  appears  to 
have  been  one  of  the  far-sighted  ideas  of  the  bill-posters  has  been 
revealed  by  a  series  of  bill-board  advertisements  patterned  after 
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the  General  Grant  poster  referred  to  in  our  last  Report.  The 
Nativity  poster,  the  General  Grant  poster,  and  one  or  two  other 
of  these  initial  "  uplift "  productions  contained  no  suggestion  of 
commercial  advertising,  further  than  that  by  arresting  the  public 
attention,  the  public  eye  was  drawTi  to  the  adjacent  posters  of  a 
commercial  nature.  But  after  getting  the  public  accustomed  to 
looking  at  these  picture  posters,  their  character  changed.  During 
the  past  year  large  picture  posters  have  appeared  purporting  to 
illustrate  incidents  in  the  life  of  great  men  like  Presidents  Lin- 
coln, Garfield  and  Cleveland ;  and,  while  the  principal  part  of 
each  picture  was  devoted  to  such  an  illustration,  the  poster  also 
included  in  a  subordinate  fashion  but  so  that  it  could  not  be  over- 
looked, the  advertisement  of  a  certain  well-knov/n  brand  of  beer 
and  the  stat-ement  that  it  was  used  evei'ywhere.  This  sordid  use 
of  the  reputation  of  a  great  man  to  advertise  the  sale  of  beer  is 
revolting  to  persons  of  sensibilities.  If  the  advertisers  established 
any  connection  between  the  article  sold  and  the  person  upon  whose 
reputation  he  was  trading,  there  might  be  some  visible  excuse. 
But  to  depict,  for  instance,  the  youth  of  Lincoln,  in  connection 
with  a  brand  of  beer  which  was  not  manufactured  when  he  was 
living  and  concerning  his  use  of  which  there  is  no  evidence,  cer- 
tainly shocks  one's  sense  of  propriety  if,  by  implication,  it  does 
not  verge  upon  fraud.  At  any  rate,  it  is  a  palpable  use  of  the 
"  uplift  "  idea  for  commercial  advertising  purposes,  which  is  very 
suggestive  of  the  sitting  of  the  money-changers  in  the  temple. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  developments  in  the  line  of  religious 
posters  during  the  past  year  has  been  the  appearance  of  a  large 
poster  advertising  a  well-known  Methodist-Episcopal  Church  in 
"New  York  City.  The  pastor  of  this  church  believes  in  modern 
methods  of  pro2)agating  the  Gospel.  He  has  entertainments  by 
whistlers  and  other  performers  in  his  house  of  worship,  and  gives 
souvenirs  to  persons  who  attend  services.  At  the  close  of  one 
service  during  the  past  winter,  he  distributed  a  little  booklet  which 
on  its  title  page  stated  that  it  was  a  complete  directory  of  the 
churches  in  town  that  were  more  anxious  to  have  the  attendance 
of  the  recipient  than  this  church  was.  Upon  opening  the  booklet, 
the  reader  found  all  the  pages  blank.  In  other  words,  the  little 
joke-book  implied  that  no  church  in  town  was  more  anxious  to 


218    Ameeicaw  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society 

be  the  recipient's  home  clmrcli  than  his  was.  Unahle  personally 
io  go  out  into  the  highways  and  byways  and  call  people  to  chnrch, 
he  has  during  the  past  year  caused  large  posters  to  be  erected  on 
bill-boards  setting  forth  the  home-like  character  of  his  place  of 
worship.  This  poster  appeared  on  the  regular  billboards  among 
commercial  advertisements,  frequently  being  flanlvod  on  one  side 
by  a  champagne  advertisement  and  on  the  other  by  an  ale  adver- 
tisement. The  church  poster  has  the  merit  of  being  free  from  com- 
mercialism, and  if  it  were  to  be  criticized  as  somewhat  uncon- 
ventional for  a  religious  organization,  the  criticism  would  prohably 
be  met  with  the  inquiry:  ^Tiy,  if  the  Devil  is  to  be  permitted 
to  advertise  his  wares,  should  not  the  Church  be  allowed  to  adver- 
tise the  Gospel. 

Neiu  York  City  Billboard  Ordinance 

On  May  26,  1914,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  adopted,  and  on  May 
29,  the  Mayor  approved  the  following  ordinance: 

An  Ordinance  regulating  fences,  signs,  billboards,  roof  signs, 
advertisements  and  other  structures  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  The  City  of  New 
York  as  follows : 

Section  1.  All  fence,  billboard  and  sign  structures  erected 
upon  the  ground  and  all  roof  sign  structures  shall  be  erected  en- 
tirely within  the  building  line  and  be  properly  secured,  supported 
and  braced  and  shall  be  so  constructed  as  not  to  be  or  become  dan- 
gerous. 

Section  2.  Grouped  Sign  Structures —  (1)  ISTo  ground  fence, 
billboard  or  sign  structure  within  the  fire  limits  of  The  City  of 
New  York  as  now  or  hereafter  constituted,  shall  be  at  any  point 
over  twelve  feet  above  the  adjoining  ground,  except  that  when  the 
face  of  any  such  structure,  excepting  the  ornamental  moulding 
thereof,  shall  be  constructed  entirely  of  metal  or  of  wood  cov- 
ered on  all  sides  with  sheet  metal,  such  structure  sh.all  not  be  at 
any  point  over  twenty-four  feet  above  the  adjoining  ground. 

(2)  Any  person,  firm  or  corporation  that  shall  occupy  any 
vacant  lot  or  premises  with  a  billboard  or  other  advertising 
ground  structure  or  device,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  duties  and 
responsibility  as  the  owner  of  such  lot  or  premises  with  respect  to 
keeping  the  same  clean,  sanitary,  inoffensive  and  free  and  clear  of 
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all  noxious  substances  in  the  vicinity  of  snch  billboard,  structure 
or  device;  and  with  respect  to  the  removal  of  snow  from  the  side- 
walk and  curb  in  front  thereof. 

Section  3.  Roof  Sign  Structures — (1)  All  roof  sign  struc- 
tures shall  be  so  constnicted  as  to  leave  a  clear  space  of  at  least 
seven  feet  between  the  roof  level  and  the  lowest  part  of  such 
structure  and  at  least  five  feet  between  the  vertical  supports  there- 
of ;  such  structures  shall  be  set  back  at  least  six  feet  from  the  face 
of  the  front  and  rear  walls  and  shall  not  interfere  with  any 
openings  in  the  roof  or  with  any  fire  escape.  Such  structures,  ex- 
cepting the  ornamental  surface  moulding  thereof,  shall  be  con- 
structed entirely  of  metal,  including  the  uprights,  supports  and 
braces  for  same,  and  shall  be  required  to  bear  a  wind  pressure  of 
not  less  than  thirty  pounds  to  the  square  foot  of  area  subject  to 
wind  pressure. 

(2)  ISTo  roof  sigTi  structure  having  a  tight,  closed  or  solid  sur- 
face shall  be  at  any  point  over  thirty-one  feet  above  the  roof  level. 
Roof  sign  structures  not  having  a  tight,  closed  or  solid  surface 
may  be  erected  upon  fireproof  buildings  to  a  height  not  exceed- 
ing seventy-five  feet  above  the  roof  level,  and  upon  non-fireproof 
buildings  to  a  height  not  exceeding  fifty  feet  above  the  roof  level, 
but  the  portions  of  such  structures  covered  and  exposed  to  wind 
pressure  shall  not  exceed  thirty-five  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 

Section  4.  Signs  on  Walls  of  Buildings — (1)  Ko  sign  shall 
be  so  erected  as  to  cover  the  doors  or  windows  of  any  building  or 
otherwise  prevent  free  ingress  or  egress  to  or  from  any  window, 
door  or  fire-escape  on  any  building  in  The  City  of  New  York. 

(2)  ~No  sign  shall  be  erected  upon  the  front,  rear  or  side  wall 
of  any  building  so  as  to  project  above  either  the  roof  cornice  or 
parapet  wall  or  above  the  roof  level  where  there  is  no  cornice  or 
parapet  wall ;  except  that  a  sign  erected  at  a  right  angle  to  the 
building  wall,  the  horizontal  width  of  which  sign  parallel  to  such 
wall  does  not  exceed  two  feet,  may  be  erected  to  a  height  not  ex- 
ceeding two  feet  above  the  roof  cornice  or  parapet  wall  or  above  the 
roof  level  where  there  is  no  cornice  or  parapet  wall.  A  sign  at- 
tached to  a  corner  and  parallel  to  the  vertical  line  of  such  corner, 
shall  be  deemed  erected  at  a  right  angle  to  the  building  wall. 

(3)  No  electric  sign  as  defined  in  the  Electric  Sign  Ordinance 
approved  July  24th,  1912,  the  horizontal  width  of  which  sign 
parallel  to  the  building  wall  shall  exceed  two  feet,  and  no  part  of 
or  appendage  to  any  sign  shall  project  more  than  three  feet  be- 
yond the  building  line. 
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Section  5.  TJnlaivful  Structures  —  Upon  the  adoption  of 
this  ordinance  the  fire  department  of  the  City  of  New  York 
shall  notify  by  registered  mail  the  owner  or  lessees  of  any  sign 
structure  attached  at  other  than  a  right  angle  to  the  wall  of  the 
building  and  extending  outside  the  building  line  and  projecting 
above  the  roof  cornice  or  parapet  wall  or  above  the  roof  level, 
where  there  is  no  cornice  or  parapet  wall,  and  of  any  sign  struc- 
ture which  shall  be  so  erected  as  to  prevent  free  ingress  and  egress 
to  and  from  any  door,  window  or  fire-escape  of  any  building,  to 
remove  or  alter  such  structures  so  as  to  coinply  with  this  ordi- 
nance. If  such  order  is  not  complied  with  within  sixty  days,  the 
City  of  ISTew  York  shall  remove  such  structure  at  the  expense  of 
such  o^vner  or  lessee. 

Section  C.  Permits — (1)  ISTo  ground-sigii  or  roof -sign 
structure  shall  be  erected  unless  plans  and  specifications,  show- 
ing the  dimensions,  material  and  details  of  construction,  accom- 
panied by  the  written  consent  of  the  owner  or  owners,  lessee  or 
lessees  of  the  property  upon  which  it  is  to  be  erected,  shall  have 
been  filed  with  the  Superintendent  of  Buildings  having  jurisdic- 
tion, nor  imtil  all  of  the  provisions  of  Section  4  of  the  Building 
Code  of  the  City  of  New  York  relating  to  such  structures  shall 
have  been  complied  with,  nor  until  a  permit  for  its  erection  shall 
have  been  obtained  from  such  Superintendent  of  Buildings.  In 
the  case  of  a  sign  structure  illuminated  by  electricity,  a  certifi- 
cate must  also  be  procured  from  the  Department  of  Water  Sup- 
ply, Gas  and  Electricity,  certifying  that  the  electi'ic  wiring  and 
electric  appliances  of  the  proposed  sign  are  in  conformity  with 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  that  department. 

(2)  Before  any  permit  shall  be  issued  under  this  ordinance,  a 
permit  fee  shall  be  paid  to  the  Bureau  of  Buildings  as  follows: 
For  ground  structures,  $2 ;  for  roof  structures  having  a  tight, 
closed  or  solid  surface,  $5 ;  for  roof  structures  not  having  a  tight^ 
closed  or  solid  surface,  $10.  Every  structure  for  which  a  permit 
is  issued  shall  be  inspec'ed  at  least  once  in  each  calendar  year  by 
the  Bureau  of  Buildings. 

Section  7.  Registration  and  Identification  —  Every  ground- 
sign  and  roof -sign  structure,  existing  or  hereafter  erected,  shall  be 
registered  with  the  Bureau  of  Buildings  of  the  Borough  in  which 
such  structure  is  situated  by  the  person,  firm  or  corporation  main- 
taining the  same,  and  shall  have  displayed  upon  the  front  thereof 
the  name  and  address  of  such  person,  firm  or  corporation,  and  the 
serial  number  of  the  permit  issued  for  such  structure.  The 
Bureau  of  Buildings  may  issue  permits  in  several  series  so  as  to 
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distinguish  between  existing  structures  and  new  structures  erected 
in  conformity  with  this  ordinance,  or  between  various  classes  of 
structures,  and  may  prescribe  suitable  regulations  not  inconsistent 
herewith  concerning  the  form  and  contents  of  the  applications  for 
various  classes  of  permits.  Permits  shall  be  issued  for  existing 
structures  not  conforming  to  the  requirements  of  this  ordinance, 
provided  such  structures  were  erected  in  conformity  with  the  legal 
requirements  in  effect  when  they  were  erected,  but  no  fees  shall 
be  charged  for  permits  or  registration  for  such  existing  structures. 

Section  8.  Unsafe  Structures  —  Should  any  fence,  sign,  bill- 
board or  roof-sign  structure  be  or  become  insecure  or  in  danger 
of  falling  or  otherwise  unsafe,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Bureau  of 
Buildings,  the  OAvner  thereof  or  the  person  maintaining  the  same 
shall  upon  notice  from  said  bureau,  immediately  in  case  of  im- 
mediate danger  and  in  any  case  within  ten  days,  secure  the  same 
under  the. supervision  of  and  in  the  manner  to  be  approved  by 
said  Bureau  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance. 

Section  9.  Alteration  of  Existing  Sign  Structures  —  ISTo  ex- 
isting fence,  sign,  billboard  or  roof-sign  structure  shall  be  en- 
larged, rebuilt,  structurally  altered  or  relocated  unless  or  until  it 
shall  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance.  This  shall  not 
apply  to  the  relettering  or  rewiring  of  illuminated  signs. 

Section  10.  Exceptions — (1)  No  part  of  this  ordinance 
shall  apply  to  walls  constructed  wholly  or  principally  of  stone, 
marble,  brick,  terra-cotta,  concrete  or  other  like  material  com- 
posing a  masonry  or  monolithic  wall,  back  yard  fences  on  the 
gTOund  in  the  interior  of  a  court,  picket  fences  and  ornamental 
metal  fences. 

(2)  ISTo  part  of  this  ordinance  except  section  4  shall  apply  to 
signs,  showbills  and  other  boards  permitted  by  and  erected  in 
compliance  with  section  260  of  the  General  Ordinances  of  the 
City  of  New  York  or  to  electric  signs  permitted  by  and  erected 
in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Electric  Sign  Ordinance 
approved  July  24,  1912. 

Section  11.  Penalty  and  Abatement — (1)  No  fence,  sign^ 
billboard  or  roof-sign  structure  shall  be  erected  in  the  City  of 
New  York  except  as  in  this  ordinance  provided  under  a  penalty 
of  $100  for  each  offense.  No  such  structure  shall  be  maintained 
in  the  City  of  New  York  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  ordi- 
nance under  a  penalty  of  $10  for  each  day  or  part  of  a  day  the- 
same  shall  be  so  maintained. 
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(2)  In  addition,  any  fence,  sign  billboard  or  roof -sign  struc- 
ture erected  or  maintained  in  violation  of  tbis  ordinance  sball  be- 
subject,  upon  notice,  to  abatement  by  tbe  Bureau  of  Buildings 
having  jurisdiction. 

Section  12.  Except  as  expressly  hereinbefore  provided  in 
section  5  hereof,  this  ordinance  shall  have  no  retroactive  effect. 

Section  13.  All  ordinances  or  parts  of  ordinances  inconsistent 
or  conflicting  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  are  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

Section  14.    This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

The  foregoing  ordinance  is  far  from  satisfactory  to  the  civic 
associations  which  have  been  trying  to  secure  the  regulation  of 
the  poster  nuisance  from  the  standpoint  of  beauty,  but  was  a  com- 
promise measure  arrived  at  after  conferences  between  representa- 
tives of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  City  Club,  the  Real  Estate 
Board,  the  billboard  advertising  concerns,  and  others.  It  will  be 
observed  that  it  regulates  the  sign-boards  only  with  respect  to 
public  health  and  safety,  and  not  with  respect  to  subject  matter 
or  appearance.  Hon.  Henry  H.  Curran,  Chairman  of  the  Build- 
ings Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  who  has  been  par- 
ticularly zealous  in  this  matter,  writes  us  that  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  drafters  of  the  ordinance  that  they  could  not  legally  attempt 
to  regulate  billboards  aesthetically.  This  conclusion  appears  to 
accord  with  that  of  the  Mayor's  Billboard  Advertising  Commission 
referred  to  in  our  Report  for  1914  at  page  187,  and  is  a  further 
reason  for  the  hope  that  the  approaching  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion will  adopt  some  provision  which  will  "  write  the  word 
'  beauty  '  into  the  Constitution." 

New  YorJc  City  Billboard  Commission 

The  Mayor's  Billboard  Advertising  Commission  having  per- 
formed its  work  and  rendered  its  admirable  report  last  year,  the 
City  Club  proposed  the  fonnation  of  an  Outdoor  Advertising 
Commission  to  work  in  conjunction  with  the  advertising  interests 
in  an  effort  to  improve  conditions  around  the  more  important 
parks,  drives  and  public  places.  Such  Commission  has  not  yet 
been  permanently  or  formally  organized.    There  exists,  however, 
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an  informal  and  voluntary  association  of  individuals,  consisting 
of  Alderman  Henry  H.  Curran;  Mr.  Robert  S.  Binkerd,  Secre- 
tary of  the  City  Club;  Mr.  0.  J.  Gude,  of  the  O.  J.  Gude  Co. 
(outdoor  advertising)  ;  Mr.  Lawrence  M.  D.  McGuire,  President 
of  the  Real  Estate  Board;  Mr.  J.  W.  Lieb,  of  the  'New  York 
Edison  Co. ;  Mr.  Barney  Link  of  the  New  York  Billposting  Co. ; 
and  Mr.  Charles  W.  Stoughton,  of  the  Municipal  Art  Society, 
who  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  accomplish  anything  concrete. 

Subway  Advertising  and  News  Staiids 

During  the  past  year,  the  enormous  value  of  the  privilege  of 
controlling  advertisements  and  news-stands  in  the  subway  and 
street  railways  of  ISTew  York  City  has  been  brought  to  the  public 
attention  by  a  three-sided  controversy  between  the  Public  Service 
Commission,  the  Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Co.  and  the  adver- 
tisiug  contractors. 

The  subway  system  now  in  operation  was  built  with  capital 
furnished  by  the  City  and  was  leased  to  the  Interborough  Rapid 
Transit  Co.  to  operate,  upon  terms  by  which  the  City  is  reim- 
bursed for  interest  on  its  bonds  and  will  eventually  be  reimbiirsed 
for  the  capital  invested.  (This  lease,  originally  for  a  period  of 
50  years  with  privilege  of  renewal  for  25  years,  has  been  modified 
in  connection  with  the  contracts  for  the  operation  of  the  new  dual 
subway  system  now  under  construction  so  as  to  limit  it  to  49 
years,  the  period  at  the  end  of  which  the  new  contracts  will  ex- 
pire.) Under  the  terms  of  the  operation  of  the  existing  subway, 
the  Interborough  Co.  is  entitled  to  make  what  profits  it  can,  and 
in  the  exercise  of  this  franchise  leased  the  privilege  of  placing 
news-stands,  auto-vending  apparatus  and  billboards  in  the  subway 
to  the  firm  of  Ward  &  Gow.  The  Public  Service  Commission 
at  one  time  endeavored  by  legal  process  to  restrain  the  use  of  the 
subways  for  this  purpose,  but  the  courts  decided  against  it.  The 
City,  therefore,  derives  no  revenue  from  these  privileges  in  the 
existing  subway,  although  the  contracts  for  the  new  subways  do 
provide  for  some  such  share. 

It  was  in  connection  with  the  leasing  of  these  privileges  in  the 
present  subway  by  the  Interborough  Co.  that  the  controversy 
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before  mentioned  arose.  The  advertising  firm  of  Ward  &  Gow 
had  a  contract  for  these  privileges  with  the  Interborough  Co., 
covering  the  existing  subway  and  elevated  lines,  which  contract 
extended  to  December  31,  1913,  with  the  privilege  of  renewal 
for  five  years.  Mr.  Artemas  Ward,  as  the  successor  of  Ward  & 
Gow,  claimed  to  hold  the  renewal  privilege.  This  the  Inter- 
borough Company  disputed.  As  a  consequence  of  this  difference, 
a  new  contract  was  agreed  upon  December  27,  1913,  to  run  fifteen 
years  from  January  1,  1914,  the  total  consideration  being  stated 
in  the  newspapers  of  November  7,  1914,  at  $10,400,000.  As  the 
proposed  contract  for  15  years  would  run  into  the  period  when 
the  new  subway  operating  contracts  would  be  in  effect,  and  when 
the  City  would  have  an  interest  in  the  profits,  it  became  necessary 
to  submit  it  to  the  Public  Service  Commission  for  approval ;  and 
when  that  was  done,  other  parties  than  Mr.  Ward  claimed  the 
right  to  bid  for  the  privilege.  On  November  6,  1914,  the  Public 
Service  Commission  unanimously  disapproved  of  the  proposed 
contract.  It  did  not  question  Mr.  Ward's  right  of  renewal  of  the 
old  contract  for  five  years,  but  it  denied  his  right  to  make  the  new 
contract.  The  interesting  feature  of  this  dispute  is  that  while  Mr. 
Ward  was  willing  to  pay  $600,000  for  the  first  year  and  $700,000 
SL  year  for  the  next  fourteen  years, —  an  aggregate  of  $10,400,000 
for  fifteen  years  —  other  bidders  were  willing  to  offer  still  more. 

Unlawful  Advertisements  in  Highways 

In  1911  the  Legislature  of  this  State  enacted  a  law  which  became 
subdivision  11  of  section  1423  of  the  Penal  Law,  forbidding  the 
removal  or  defacement  of  guide-boards,  danger-signals,  and  other 
specified  and  necessary  signs  on  public  highways ;  the  afiixing  of 
commercial  advertisements  to  trees,  fences,  stones,  etc.,  in  the 
public  highways ;  and  the  placing  of  such  signs  on  private  prop- 
erty without  the  permission  of  the  owner.  The  law  left  a  loophole 
hy  which  the  person  who  authorized  or  caused  the  signs  to  be 
erected  escaped.  On  January  21,  1915,  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Simpson 
introduced  in  the  Senate  and  Hon.  Frank  Aranow  introduced  in 
the  Assembly  a  bill  to  apply  the  penalty  to  the  person  who  causes 
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these  signs  to  be  erected,  and  we  have  addressed  the  Legislature 
urging  its  passage.* 

rOURTII  OF  JULY,  1914,  IN  l^EW  YORK  CITY 
Recapitulation  for  Five  Years 

ISTew  York  City  had  its  fifth  "  safe  and  sane  "  celebration  of 
Independence  Day  on  July  4,  1914.  The  office  of  this  Society 
was  again  the  headquarters  of  the  Mayor's  Committee. 

The  executive  officers  during  these  five  ,years  have  been  as 
follows : 

1910.  President,  John  H.  Finley,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D. ;  Vice  Pres- 
ident, Mr.  William  Allen  Marble ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  James  S.  Cush- 
man ;  and  Secretary,  Mr.  William  A.  Johnston. 

1911.  President,  Hon.  Herman  Ridder;  Vice  President,  Ed- 
ward Hagaman  Hall,  L.  H.  D. ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  Isaac  JST.  Selig- 
man ;  and  Secretary  Mr.  William  A.  Johnston. 

1912.  President,  Hon.  Herman  Ridder;  Vice  President,  Ed- 
ward Hagaman  Hall,  L.  H.  D. ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  Isaac  jST.  Selig- 
man;  and  Secretary  Mr.  William  A.  Johnston. 

1913.  President,  Hon.  Herman  Ridder;  Vice  President,  Mr. 
Benedict  J.  Greenhut  ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  Isaac  IST.  Seligman;  and 
Secretary,  Edward  Hagaman  Hall,  L.  H.  D. 

1914.  President,  Hon.  Martin  W.  Littleton;  Vice  President, 
John  M.  Shaw ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  Isaac  N.  Seligman ;  and  Secre- 
tary, Edward  Hagaman  Hall,  L.  H.  D. 

The  funds  for  these  celebrations  were  partly  raised  by  sub- 
scription and  partly  appropriated  by  the  City.  The  subscription 
funds  were  disbursed  by  the  Mayor's  Committee  through  its 
Treasurer.  The  City  funds  were  disbursed  by  the  Comptroller 
of  the  City  upon  vouchers  approved  by  him  and  the  Mayor's  Com- 
mittee. 

*  Mr.  Aranow's  bill  became  a  law,  and  is  chapter  150  of  the  laws  of  1915. 
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Subscription  Funds 
Following  is  a  summary  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of 


subscription  funds : 

1910.    Subscriptions,  about    $14,000  00 

Disbursements,  about    14,000  00 


1911.    Subscriptions  and  interest   $13,013  47 

Disbursements   11,138  53 


Balance  to  successors   $1,874  94 


1912.    Balance  from  predecessors   $1,874  94 

Subscriptions  and  interest   10,007  10 

 $12,482  04 

Disbursements   9,712  20 


Balance  to  successors   $2,709  84 


1913.    Balance  from  predecessors   $2,769  84 

Subscriptions  and  interest   6,670  74 

  $9,440  58 

Disbvirsements   8,641  15 


Balance  to  successors   $799  43 


1914.    Balance  from  predecessors   $799  43 

Subscriptions  and  interest   6,502  62 

  $7,302  05 

Disbursements   7,292  56 


Balance  to  successors   $9  49 


City  Appropriations 

The  City  appropriations,  which  were  expended  within  a  few 
dollars,  were  as  follows:  In  1910,  $15,000.00;  in  1911,  $50,- 
000.00;  in  1912,  $50,000.00;  in  1913,  $25,000.00;  in  1914, 
$25,000.00,  and  in  1914,  supplementary,  $3,500.00. 

There  were  also  many  local  funds,  raised  independently  of  the 
Mayor's  Committee  and  used  on  local  celebrations,  which  are  not 
included  in  the  foregoing. 
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The  Celebration  in  1914 

The  committee  appointed  by  Mayor  Mitcliel  to  arrange  for  the 
celebration  in  191-t  was  summoned  by  him  to  meet  him  in  the 
City  Hall  for  organization  June  4,  1914.  This  was  unusually 
late,  and  as  there  was  only  one  month  in  which  to  organize  com- 
mittees, arrange  plans,  raise  subscription  funds  and  secure  an 
appropriation  from  the  City,  the  committee  had  an  unusually  dif- 
ficult task  before  it.  The  executive  officers  before  mentioned  were 
selected,  and  later  the  President  appointed  subcommittees  with 
the  following  Chainnen: 

Aeronautics:  John  M,  Shaw,  Chaii'man. 

Athelties  and  Playgrounds:    James  E.  Sullivan,  Chainnan ; 

William  J.  Lee,  Vice  Chairman. 
Bronx  Borough :  Hon.  Douglas  Mathewson,  Chaimian. 
Brooklyn  Borough :  Hon.  Lewis  H.  Pounds,  Chairman. 
Executive:  Hon.  ^iartin  W.  Littleton,  Chairman. 
Illuminations:  Arthur  Williams,  Chairman. 
Manhattan  Borough:  Hon.  Marcus  M.  Marks,  Chairman; 

Hon.  Ralph  Folks  and  Louis  A.  Ames,  Vice  Chairmen. 
Music:  Prof.  Henry  T.  Fleck,  Chairman. 
Queens  Borough :  Hon.  Maurice  E.  Connolly,  Chairman. 
Richmond  Borough:  Hon.  C.  J.  McCormack,  Chairman. 
Schools:  Edward  W.  Stitt,  Ph.  D.,  Chainnan. 
Aldermanic :  Hon.  James  Hamilton,  Chairman. 

These  committees  were  still  further  siibdivided,  and  in  many 
cases  had  the  helpful  co-operation  of  unofficial  local  committees 
which  took  charge  of  the  ceremonies  in  their  localities. 

One  of  the  first  questions  which  arose  in  the  Mayor's  Com- 
mittee was  that  of  the  use  of  fireworks.  The  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  co-operate  with  the  jVfayor's  Com- 
mittee was  practically  unanimous  in  the  desire  that  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  the  funds  should  be  used  for  fireworks,  saying  that 
that  was  the  preference  of  their  constituents.  The  Mayor's  Com- 
mittee, however,  took  the  position  that  as  the  very  object  of  the 
movement  for  the  rational  celebration  of  Independence  Day  was 
to  conserve  life,  health  and  property  by  discouraging  the  use  of 
explosives,  it  was  inconsistent  for  the  Committee  to  expend  any 
of  its  funds  for  fireworks.    It  was  also  argued  that  electric  ilium- 
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inations  were  miicli  better  than  pyrotechnics  in  every  way.  JSTot 
only  did  they  not  endanger  life,  health  and  property,  but  they 
lasted  longer  (usually  several  hours  for  two  or  three  evenings)  ; 
illuminated  the  streets  and  parks  in  a  manner  which  was  attrac- 
tive and  brought  out  the  people;  and  also  supplied  the  light  and 
encouraged  the  spirit  for  local  festivities  and  folk  dancing.  The 
Mayor's  Committee  therefore  determined  that  none  of  its  funds 
should  be  spent  for  fireworks,  and  the  Aldermen  were  consequently 
much  aggrieved. 

It  would  require  a  volume  of  considerable  size  adequately  to 
record  all  of  the  interesting  exercises  in  the  five  boroughs  of  the 
City,  and  we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  mentioning  those  at  the 
City  Hall  and  a  few  general  features.  The  ceremonies  at  the 
Civic  Center  were  arranged  by  the  Manhattan  Borough  Committee 
of  the  Mayor's  Committee  and  the  Empire  State  Society  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  of  which  latter  Mr.  Louis 
Annin  Ames  is  President,  with  the  co-operation  of  this  Society. 

There  was  no  parade  at  the  City  Hall  as  in  former  years  and 
as  there  were  in  some  of  the  local  celebrations  elsewhere  in  the 
City  in  1914,  and  this  featui-e  was  much  missed.  The  literary 
exercises,  however,  were  of  a  high  order.  The  program  was  as 
follows : 

Music,  March  "  Civic  Fame ''  (Fancuilli,)  by  the  band. 
Singing,  "  America,"  by  chorus  and  people. 
Address,  by  Hon.  Martin  W.  Littleton,  Chairman. 
Music,  Overture  to  "  Eienzi  "  (Wagner,)  by  the  band. 
Address,  by  Hon.  John  Purroy  Mitchel,  Mayor. 
Song,  "  Our  Country's  Flag,"  by  the  Banks  Glee  Club. 
Symphonic  Poem,  "  Les  Preludes  "  (Liszt,)  by  the  band. 
Address,  by  Hon.  Wm.  A.  Prendergast,  Comptroller. 
Pantasie  on  Favorite  Operas,  by  the  band. 
Address,  by  Hon.  Marcus  M.  Marks,  President  of  Manhattan 

Borough.  ' 
Songs,  "  Aly  Old  Kentucky  Home  "  and  "  Dixie  Land,"  by 

Banks  Glee  Club. 
Reading  of  Declaration  of  Independence,  by  Edward  Haga- ; 

man  Hall,  L.  H.  D. 
Music,  "  Star  Spangled  Banner,"  by  the  band. 

A  delegation  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  escorted! 
the  Mayor  and  oiiicial  party  from  the  Mayor's  Office  in  the  City 
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TTall  to  the  speaker's  stand.  The  Boy  Scouts  of  America  acted  as 
ushers  and  Greek  Soldiei's  of  the  Balkan  War  acted  as  Guard  of 
Honor  at  the  stand. 

In  the  evening  there  Avas  a  patriotic  song  rally  and  special 
electric  illuminations  at  the  City  Hall,  the  music  festival  being 
under  the  direction  of  Prof,  Henry  T.  Fleck. 

An  imusual  feature  of  the  celebration,  distinguishing  it  from 
its  predecessors,  was  an  areoplane  race,  in  which  there  were  eight 
entries  but  only  two  starters.  The  competitors  were  Maximilian 
Schmidt  represented  by  Harold  Kantner,  and  the  Heinrich  Aero- 
plane Co.,  represented  by  Albert  L.  Heinrich.  The  prizes  paid 
by  the  Mayor's  Committee  were  $1,000  to  the  first  and  $500  to 
the  second.  The  course  was  from  Governor's  Island,  up  the  Hud- 
son River  to  Spuyten  Duyvil  and  return,  passing  the  starting- 
point,  thence  continuing  through  the  JSTarrows  to  the  Atlantic 
Yacht  Club's  house  at  Seagate,  and  thence  returning  to  Governor's 
Island.  It  was  a  race  against  time.  The  aeronauts  used  fifty 
horse  power  monoplanes  and  gave  fine  exhibition  of  air-craftsman- 
ship, being  watched  by  many  thousands  of  spectators.  The  first 
prize  went  to  Schmidt  and  the  second  to  the  Heinrich  Aeroplane 
Co. 

Hnder  the  direction  of  the  Athletics  and  Playgrounds  Com- 
mittee there  were  folk-dances,  baseball  games,  gymnastics,  pageants 
and  other  forms  of  festivity  at  about  80  different  centers  with 
about  30,000  entries.  It  is  estimated  that  half  a  million  people 
witnessed  these  exercises. 

The  Schools  Committee,  with  the  co-oj^eration  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  arranged  for  celebrations  in  200  jilaces  and  had  an 
attendance  of  from  100,000  to  125,000.  This  committee  dis- 
tributed 100,000  colored  lithographed  souvenirs,  11  by  14  inches 
in  size,  pictorially  representing  periods  in  the  City's  history  as 
follows : 

1611.  The  beginning  of  chartCT-ed  commerce,  a  view  of  a 
Dutch  ship  lying  oft"  the  point  of  Manhattan  Island,  and  of  In- 
dians and  their  habitations  on  land. 

1714,    The  sale  of  slaves  at  a  slave  market. 
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1814.  The  American  Flag,  a  verse  of  the  Star  Spangled  Ban- 
ner, and  a  portrait  of  the  author  of  the  ISTational  Anthem,  Fran- 
cis Scott  Key. 

1914.  The  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal,  with  a  portrait  of 
Col.  George  W.  Groethals,  Governor  of  the  Panama   Canal  Zone. 

Other  embellishments  of  the  souvenirs  were  pictures  of  a  Dutch 
soldier  holding  a  musket,  a  British  soldier  holding  the  Bx'itish 
flag,  a  portrait  of  Ma^'or  Mitchel,  and  the  seal  of  the  Board  of 
Education. 

Thirty  thousand  electric  lamps,  affording  a  million  candle- 
power  of  light,  were  used  in  the  illuminations  throughout  the  City, 
For  building  decoration  eight-candle  power  lamps  were  used,  but 
in  the  parks  where  exercises  were  held  the  new  high-efficiency 
tungsten  lamps  of  2,000  and  5,000  candle-power  were  used. 
Small  parks  were  festooned  with  colored  lamps.  On  the  Mall  in 
Central  Park,  the  lights  were  hung  inside  of  Japanese  lanterns, 
producing  a  beautiful  effect.  The  City  Hall  was  outlined  with 
lights  from  the  groimd  to  the  flag-staff.  Two  thousand  lamps  out- 
lined the  Washington  Arch.  And  the  Borough  Halls  in  the  Bronx, 
Queens,  Brooklyn  and  Richmond  Boroughs,  and  the  principal 
monuments  were  also  elaborately  illuminated. 

Fireworks  Regulations 

On  June  20,  1914,  Hon.  Robert  Adamson,  Fire  Commissioner, 
announced  his  regulations  for  the  sale  of  fireworks  as  follows : 

A  dealer  must  have  a  permit  from  the  Fire  Commissioner  to 
sell. 

He  must  post  signs  in  his  shop  calling  attention  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  against  the  law  to  display  fireworks  within  the  city 
limits. 

He  must  stamp  each  package  of  fireworks  with  a  similar  notice. 

The  delivery  of  any  fireworks  within  the  City  of  ISTew  York, 
unless  it  is  at  the  place  of  sale,  to  any  person  not  holding  a  permit 
from  the  Fire  Commissioner  is  prohibited. 

The  police  have  jurisdiction  over  the  display  of  fireworks  and 
they  enforced  the  law  rigidly.  Section  531  of  the  Code  of  Ordi- 
nances provides : 
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"  1*^0  person  shall  fire,  discharge,  or  set  ofF  in  the  City  of  New 
York  any  rocket,  cracker,  torpedo,  squib,  balloon,  or  other  fire- 
works, or  thing  containing  any  substance  in  a  state  of  combustion 
under  a  penalty  of  $5  for  each  offense." 

Statistics  of  Killed  and  Injured 

The  beneficient  results  of  the  efforts  to  promote  the  rational 
celebration  of  Independence  Day  during  the  past  five  years  are 
indicated  by  the  statistics  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association  on  August  29,  1914,  which  may  be  sum- 
marized as  follows.  The  figures  include  returns  from  all  the 
United  States. 


Year 

Killed 

Injured 

Total 

3,983 

4,449 

1904  

  183 

3,986 

4,169 

1905  

  182 

4,994 

5,176 

1906  

  158 

5,308 

5,466 

1907  

  164 

4,249 

4,413 

1908  

  163 

5,460 

5,623 

1909  

  215 

5,092 

5,307 

1910  

  131 

2,792 

2,923 

1911  

  57 

1,546 

1,603 

1912  

  41 

947 

988 

1913  

  32 

1,131 

1,163 

1914  

  40 

1,466 

1,506 

The  figures  given  by  the  Journal  for  New  York  City  for  the 

past  eight  years  are 

as  follows,  except  that  we  have  corrected  the 

Journal's  erroneous 

statement  of  one  killed  in  1914. 

Year 

Killed 

Injured 

Total 

1907  

  22 

422 

444 

1908  

  11 

316 

327 

1909  

  7 

559 

566 

1910  

  6 

179 

185 

1911  

  3 

91 

94 

1912  

  1 

58 

59 

65 

65 

1914  

  0 

94 

94 

50 

1,784 

1,834 
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That  fireworks  are  no  respecters  of  persons  is  indicated  by  a 
despatch  from  Munich,  Bavaria,  dated  June  18,  1914,  which 
stated  that  the  Queen  of  Bavaria  had  been  struck  on  the  head  and 
seriously  hurt  by  a  sky-rocket  the  previous  night  while  attending 
a  celebration  at  Passau. 

l^EW  YOEK  COMMERCIAL  TERCENTENARY 

This  Society  co-operated  with  the  JSTew  York  Commercial  Ter- 
centenary Commission  in  1914  in  conducting  the  celebration  of 
the  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  beginning  of  the  char- 
tered commerce  of  jSTew  York.  The  offices  of  the  Society  were 
placed  gratuitously  at  the  disposal  of  the  Commission  for  its 
headquarters  and  the  ofiicersc  and  members  of  the  Society  as- 
sisted as  far  as  possible  in  making  the  celebration  a  success  in 
the  face  of  unusual  difficulties  presented  by  the  state  of  public 
affairs.  Detailed  mention  of  the  celebration  is  made  in  Appendix 
B  of  this  Report.     (See  also  plates  8-20.) 

SCENIC  AND  HISTORIC  RESERVATIONS  IN  NEW 

YORK  STATE 

Recapitulation  of  State  Properties 

Following  is  a  list  of  all  the  scenic  and  historic  reservations 
and  properties  belonging  to  the  State  of  New  York  so  far  as  we 
know  them.    They  are  mentioned  in  the  order  of  their  creation : 

1849.  Washington  Headquarters,  Newburgh,  comprising  about 
6  acres.  Originally  purchased  by  the  Land  Commissioners. 
Subsequently  put  in  hands  of  ten  Trustees  appointed  by  the 
Governor.    (See  plate  44,  figure  (a).) 

1879.  Newtown  Battlefield  Reservation,  in  the  towns  of  El- 
mira  and  Ashland.  Comprising  about  16  acres  about  six  miles 
southeast  of  Elmira  city.  Original  monmnent  erected  in  1879, 
on  plot  donated  by  Alfred  Searles.  Fifteen  acres  additional 
given  in  May,  1912,  by  his  daughter  Mrs.  Hattie  F.  Elliott. 
Made  a  State  Reservation  by  chapter  167  of  the  laws  of  1913. 
Administered  by  five  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Governor. 

1883.  Niagara  Falls  State  Reservation.  Comprising  112 
acres  of  land  and  300  acres  of  land  under  water.    Created  by 
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chapter  336  of  the  laws  of  1883.  Administered  by  five  Comiins- 
sioners  appointed  by  the  Governor. 

1885.  Adirondack  Forest  Preserve,  comprising  1,539,181 
acres  in  the  Adirondack  IMonntains.  Created  by  a  series  of  laws 
beginning  with  chapter  283  of  the  laws  of  1885.  Administered 
by  the  State  Conservation  Commission.    (See  page  251.) 

1885.  CatsHll  Forest  Preserve,  comprising  112.372  acres  in 
the  Catskill  Monntains.  Created  by  chapter  283  of  the  laws  of 
1885  and  subseqnent  laws.  Administered  by  the  State  Conser- 
vation Commission.    (See  page  251.) 

1  S87.  Senate  House,  Kingston.  Pi;rchased  by  the  State  Trus- 
tees of  Public  Buildings  pursuant  to  chapter  134  of  the  laws  of 
1887.    Administered  by  the  Trustees  of  Public  Buildings. 

1892.  Fire  Island  State  Park  on  Fire  Island  and  adjacent 
shore,  on  the  south  side  of  Long  Island.  Comprising  about  118 
acres  of  land  originally  purchased  by  the  State  in  1892  and  rati- 
fied by  chapter  111  of  the  laws  of  1893,  for  a  quarantine  station. 
Erected  into  a  State  Park  by  chapter  474  of  the  laws  of  1908. 
It  is  administered  by  five  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Governor. 

1895.  Saratoga  Battle  Monument,  Schuylerville.  Comprising 
about  two  acres.  Accepted  by  the  State  by  chapter  555  of  the 
laws  of  1895.    In  the  custody  of  the  State  Comptroller. 

1895.  John  Brown  Farm,  North  Elba.  Comprising  243 
acres.  Given  to  the  State  by  Henry  Clews  and  others  in  1895, 
and  accepted  by  chapter  116  of  the  laws  of  1896.  Really  a  part 
of  the  Adirondack  Forest  Preserve.  Administered  by  the  State 
Conservation  Commission. 

1896.  Grant  Cottage,  Mount  MacGregor.  ISTot  owned  by  the 
State  but  maintained  by  it.  piirsuant  to  chapter  067  of  the  laws 
of  1896.  Belongs  to  the  Mount  MacGregor  Memorial  Associa- 
tion. 

1896.  St.  Lawrence  Reservation,  comprising  about  181  acres 
consisting  of  islands  in  and  lands  along  the  St.  Lawrence  River. 
Created  by  chapter  802  of  the  laws  of  1896.  Administered  by 
the  State  Conservation  Commission. 

1897.  Stony  Point  Battlefield,  at  Stony  Point  on  the  Hudson 
River.  Comprising  35  acres.  Created  by  chapter  764  of  the 
laws  of  1897,  passed  at  the  instance  of  the  American  Scenic  and 
Historic  Preservation  Society.  In  the  custody  of  this  Society. 
(See  page  31  and  plates  39-41.) 

1898.  Lake  George  Battlefield,  Caldwell.  Comprising  about 
35  acres.    Created  by  chapter  279  of  the  laws  of  1898  and  chap- 
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ter  391  of  the  laws  of  1900,  passed  at  the  instance  of  the  Ameri- 
can Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society.  Administered  by 
the  'New  York  State  Historical  Society  by  designation  by  the 
Comptroller. 

1900.  Palisades  Interstate  Parh.  Comprising  about  20,000 
acres  along  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson  River  in  the  States  of 
New  York  and  ISTew  Jersey,  including  what  is  popularly  known 
as  Harriman  Park  in  Rockland  Coimty.  The  Palisades  Inter- 
state Park  was  created  by  chapter  170  of  the  laws  of  1900  as 
the  result  partly  of  the  work  of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic 
Preservation  Society.  Harriman  Park  was  added  by  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Harriman's  gift  which  was  accepted  by  chapter  362  of  the  laws 
of  1910.  The  property  is  administered  by  ten  Commissioners 
appointed  by  the  Governors  of  JSTew  York  and  New  Jersey.  Each 
Governor  selects  five  and  all  ten  are  jointly  appointed  by  both. 
(See  page  237.) 

1900.  Clinton  House,  Poughkeepsie.  Acquired  pursuant  to 
chapter  419  of  the  laws  of  1900.  In  the  custody  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution. 

1903.  8py  Island,  in  the  town  of  Mexico,  Oswego  County. 
An  island  in  Lake  Ontario,  comprising  about  one  acre.  Pur- 
chased by  the  State,  pursuant  to  chapter  600  of  the  laws  of  1903. 
It  was  put  in  the  care  of  the  Silas  Town  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  by 
chapter  399  of  the  laws  of  1908. 

1904.  Fort  Brewerton,  in  the  town  of  Hastings,  Oswego 
County.  Consisting  of  one  acre  at  the  foot  of  Oneida  Lake.  Pur- 
chased pursuant  to  chapter  653  of  the  laws  of  1904.  In  the  cus- 
tody of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preserv^ation  Society. 
(See  page  36.) 

1906.  Sir  William  Johnson  Mansion  and  Blockhouse,  Johns- 
town. Purchased  pursuant  to  chapter  681  of  the  laws  of  1906, 
passed  partly  at  the  instance  of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic 
Preservation  Society.  In  the  custody  of  Johnstown  Historical 
Society. 

1906.  Watkins  Glen  State  Reservation.  Comprising  about 
100  acres  at  the  head  of  Seneca  Lake  adjacent  to  the  village  of 
Watkins.  Created  by  chapter  676  of  the  laws  of  1906  at  the 
instance  of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  So- 
ciety and  originally  placed  in  its  custody.  Because  the  Society 
would  not  use  it  for  political  purposes  it  was  transferred  by 
chapter  731  of  the  laws  of  1911  to  a  commission  of  five  members 
appointed  by  the  Governor. 
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1907.  LclclurorlJt  Failc,  iu  the  towu  of  Geuesee  Palis,  Wyom- 
ing County,  and  the  town  of  Portage,  Livingston  County.  Com- 
prising about  1,000  acres  and  including  the  famous  Portage 
Falls.  Given  to  the  State  by  William  Pryor  Letchworth  through 
the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preser\'ation  Society,  and  ac- 
cepted by  chapter  1  of  the  laws  of  1907.  In  the  custody  of  this 
Soeity.    (See  page  38  and  plates  62—66.) 

1908.  Philipse  Manor  Hall,  Yonkers.  Given  to  the  State  by 
]Mrs.  William  F.  Cochran,  through  the  American  Scenic  and  His- 
toric Preservation  Society.  Accepted  b_y  chapter  168  of  the  laws 
of  1908  and  placed  in  the  custody  of  this  Society.  (See  page  63 
and  plates  35-38.) 

1909.  Saratoga  Springs  State  Reservation.  Comprising  about 
100  acres,  including  the  famous  mineral  springs  at  Saratoga. 
Created  by  chapter  569  of  the  laws  of  1909.  Administered  by 
three  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Governor. 

1910.  Crown  Point  State  Reservation,  at  Crown  Point  on 
Lake  Champlain.  Comprising  25  acres  and  including  the  earth- 
works and  barracks  of  the  old  fort.  Given  to  the  State  by  Wither- 
bee,  Sherman  &  Co.  in  1910.  W^e  cannot  leam  that  the  gift  was 
accepted  by  act  of  the  Legislature.  Chapter  811  of  the  laws  of 
1911  made  an  appropriation  to  the  New  York  State  Historical 
Association  as  custodian. 

1911.  Schuyler  Mansion,  Albany.  Purchased  pursuant  to 
chapters  38,  440  and  811  of  the  laws  of  1911.  Administered  by 
ten  Trustees  appointed  by  the  Governor. 

1913.  Herkimer  Homestead,  in  Danube.  Purchased  pursuant 
to  chapter  217  of  the  laws  of  1913.  Under  control  of  German- 
American  Alliance  and  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 
(See  page  254  and  plate  57.) 

1913.  Montcalm  Park,  in  Oswego.  Originally  purchased  for 
the  State  TsTonnal  and  Training  School  and  forming  the  gardens 
of  that  institution.  B}^  chapter  610  of  the  laws  of  1913  created 
a  public  park  by  the  name  of  IVlontealm  Park  and  placed  in  cus- 
tody of  the  Fort  Oswego  Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 

1913.  Bennington  Battlefield.  Chapter  716  of  the  laws  of 
1913  appropriated  $25,000  for  the  purchase  of  about  208  acres 
in  the  town  of  Hoosick,  County  of  Rensselaer,  constituting  a  part 
of  the  Bennington  Battlefield,  but  at  the  present  writing  the 
reservation  is  in  posse  but  not  in  esse,  as  the  property  has  not 
yet  been  acquired  by  the  State. 
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1914.  John  Boyd  Timelier  Parh,  in  the  towns  of  Guilderland 
and  jN^ew  Scotland,  Albany  County.  Comprising  350  acres  of  the 
beautiful  Helderbergs.  Given  to  the  State  by  Mrs.  John  Boyd 
Thacher  and  accepted  by  chapter  117  of  the  laws  of  1914.  In 
the  custody  of  the  American  Scenic  and  Plistoric  Preservation 
Society.    (See  page  84  and  plates  47-53.) 

1914.  Lester  Park  or  Cryptozooiv  Reef,  comprising  about  3 
acres  in  Greenfield,  near  Saratoga  Springs.  A  remarkable  geo- 
logical f 01  Illation.  Given  to  the  State  by  Mr.  Willard  Lester  in 
1914.    In  custody  of  State  Museum.    (See  page  247.) 

1915.  Clark  Reservation,  in  the  town  of  DeWitt,  near  Syra- 
cuse, comprising  about  75  acres,  including  the  Kai-wai-koe  or 
Green  Lake,  and  other  interesting  geological  features.  Given  to 
the  State  by  j\Irs.  Mary  Clark  Thompson  of  New  York  in  memory 
of  her  father.  Gov.  Myron  H.  Clark.  In  the  custody  of  the  State 
Museum.    (See  page  258  and  plates  59-61.) 

State  Reservations  Proposed 

From  time  to  time  various  other  acquisitions  by  the  State  have 
been  proposed  for  scenic  or  historic  purposes,  among  them  the 
following.  The  dates  given  are  the  dates  of  the  Annual  Reports 
of  this  Society  in  which  they  are  first  mentioned,  although  there 
are  many  references  to  them  in  later  reports : 

Hamilton  Grange^  Isew  York  City,  1901 

Fort  Ticonderoga,  1901 

Billopp  House,  Staten  Island,  1903 

Au  Sable  Chasm,  1903 

Saratoga  Battlefield,  1904 

Andre  Prison  at  Tappan,  1905 

White  Plains  Court  House  site,  1907 

Verplanck  Mansion,  near  Fislikill,  1911 

President  Van  Buren  homestead,  Kinderhook,  1911 

Fort  Crailo,  Rensselaer,  1911.    (See  plate  46.) 

Glen-Sanders  House,  Scotia,  1911 

Taghanic  Falls,  near  Ithaca,  1912 

Gen.  Knox's  Headquarters,  i^ew  Windsor,  1913.  (See 

plate  44,  hg.  b. ) 
First  Petroleum  Well,  Cuba,  1914 
Falls  House,  l^Tewburgh,  1914 

De  Witt  Clinton  House,  ISTew  Windsor,  1915.    (See  page 
240  and  plate  45,  fig.  a.) 
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Dr.  Higby  House,  ISTew  Windsor,  1915.    (See  page  246 

and  plate  45,  fig.  b.) 
Stark's  Knob,  N^orthumberland,  1915 

Eock  Cities,  Cattaraugus  aiid  Chautauqua  Counties,  1915 
National  Parks 

There  are  in  ISTew  York  State  no  ISTational  Parks  as  such  — 
reservations  for  scenic  and  historic  purposes.  A  complete  list  of 
the  Xational  Parks  and  Monuments  in  other  States  is  given  in 
this  Report  at  page  281.  There  are,in  l^ew  York  State,  various 
Federal  properties  possessing  both  scenic  and  historic  interest  to 
some  of  which  the  public  is  freely  admitted.  Notable  among  these 
are  the  West  Point  Military  Academy  Reservation  on  the  Hudson 
River  and. the  Stony  Point  Lighthouse  Reservation,  which  latter 
adjoins  the  State  Reservation  on  Stony  Point,  before  mentioned. 
Other  places  around  ISTew  York  Harbor,  to  which  there  is  limited 
public  admittance,  are  Governor's  Island,  the  military  head- 
quarters of  the  Department  of  the  East ;  the  forts  at  the  iS^arrows ; 
the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard ;  and  the  fort  at  Throggs  JSTeck  —  all 
possessing  great  historic  interest  and  picturesquely  situated.  Fort 
Niagara,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara  River,  is  another  such  place. 

PALISADES  INTERSTATE  PARK 

The  Society  has  watched  with  sympathetic  interest  the  work 
of  the  Palisades  Interstate  Park  Commission  in  developing  the 
20,000  acres  of  land  in  its  jurisdiction  in  the  States  of  New  York 
and  New  Jersey  referred  to  on  page  234  preceding.  It  has  had 
a  difficult  problem  in  reconciling  its  desire  to  preserve  as  nearly 
as  possible  the  natural  beauty  of  the  tract  and  its  desire  to  make 
the  park  practically  useful  to  the  people  of  the  State.  During 
the  past  year,  access  to  the  river's  edge  from  the  crest  of  the 
Palisades  has  been  facilitated  by  the  construction  of  a  foot-path 
down  the  face  of  the  cliffs  about  opposite  Fort  Washington  Point 
on  Manhattan  Island  and  a  driveway  from  the  summit  to  the 
shore  about  two  miles  farther  north  at  Englewood.  The  narrow 
foothold  on  the  shore  between  the  base  of  the  cliffs  and  the  water 
has  been  widened  by  filling  in  the  water-front  with  broken  stone 
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in  an  irregular  line,  tlius  preserving  almost  entirely  the  natural 
appearance  while  aft'ording  more  room  for  campers  and  visitors 
who  resort  to  the  park  in  increasing  numbers  every  year.  The 
use  of  the  playground  at  Bear  Mountain  has  also  been  increased 
by  the  running  of  excursion  boats. 

Apprehensions  having  been  aroused  that  an  automobile  road 
was  being  constructed  along  the  shore,  inquiries  of  the  Hon. 
George  AV.  Perkins,  President  of  the  Commission,  elicited  a 
statement  which  was  made  public  in  December,  1914,  and  which 
is  substantially  as  follows : 

"  We  are  not  building  an  automobile  boulevard  along  the  shore. 
The  work  that  we  are  doing  along  the  shore  at  other  places  is  not 
for  the  purpose  of  building  an  automobile  road,  but  to  pTovide 
additional  space  for  walks  and  picnic  grounds.  The  filling  in 
that  has  been  done  here  and  there  is  to  be  as  nearly  as  possible 
in  keeping  with  the  shore  line,  that  is,  not  to  be  a  straight  rigid 
line,  but  a  sweeping  curved  line  that  will  be  as  near  like  the 
present  shore  line  as  possible. 

"  The  principal  work  of  this  kind  is  being  done  at  the  Du  Pont- 
Hazard  quarries,  at  Englewood  and  at  Forest  View,  where  the 
crowds  of  the  last  two  or  three  years  have  shown  a  necessity  for 
additional  room  on  the  shore.  It  is  not  the  intention  to  do  any- 
thing further  on  as  important  lines  as  these  until  we  have  seen 
how  these  improvements  work  out  from  every  point  of  view. 

''At  Englewood  the  fill  is  not  to  be  all  ground.  We  propose  to 
have  a  lagoon  there  that  will  be  about  1,100  feet  long  and  200 
and  some  odd  feet  wide,  to  be  used  by  canoeists  and  owners  of 
small  boats,  where  they  can  put  in  and  land  safely  and  be  pro- 
tected from  the  waves  of  passing  steamers,  and  Avhere  they  can 
leave  their  boats  while  they  tramp  along  the  cliffs.  We  are  doing 
the  same  thing  at  Forest  View.  We  are  satisfied  that  one  is 
needed  at  the  south  end  and  one  at  the  north  end  of  the  Palisades. 
We  have  proceeded  with  great  caution  and  very  deliberately  from 
the  beginning,  as  we  felt  that  we  could  easily  spoil  an  otherwise 
unsurpassed  bit  of  nature's  handiwork.  We  are  keenly  alive  to 
the  importance  of  preserving  the  cliffs  as  nearly  as  possible  in 
their  natural  state.  If  any  road  is  built  for  automobilists,  it  will 
probably  be  in  the  nature  of  an  automobile  trail  further  up  the 
cliffs  and  constructed  in  such  a  way  as  to  eliminate  speeding,  and 
simply  be  a  trail  that  will  permit  vehicles  to  go  through  the  park 
in  a  manner  that  will  minimize  the  amount  of  disfigurement  and 
annoyance  to  pedestrians  and  others." 
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The  uiunber  of  visitors  to  the  shores  of  the  Palisades  later- 
state  Park  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  in  1914  over 
70,000  excursionists  landed  at  Forest  View  Grove  alone.  Forest 
View  Grove  is  between  Alpine  and  the  State  line. 

CONSTITUTION  ISLAND. 

The  death  of  Miss  Anna  B.  Warner  on  January  22,  1915,  re- 
calls her  generous  co-operation  with  Mrs.  Russell  Sage  in  giving 
to  the  United  States,  for  addition  to  the  West  Point  Military 
Academy  Reservation,  Constitution  Island,  which  lies  in  the 
Hudson  River  at  that  point.  Miss  Warner,  in  making  it  pos- 
sible for  Mrs.  Sage  to  purchase  the  property  at  a  moderate  price 
for  presentation  to  the  government,  retained  a  life  tenure  which 
is  tenninated  by  her  death.    (See  plates  42  and  43.) 

Last  year  our  fellow  member,  Mr.  Stuyvesant  Fish,  prepared 
an  interesting  and  valuable  monograph  upon  the  history  and 
nomenclature  of  Constitution  Island  for  the  Ilistorical  Society 
of  Newburgh  Bay  and  the  Highlands,  which,  by  the  courtesy  of 
Mr.  Fish  and  the  Historical  Society,  we  print  in  Appendix  C 
of  this  Report. 

KNOX'S  HEADQUARTERS  IN  NEW  WINDSOR 

On  February  10,  1915,  Hon.  James  B.  Montgomery  introduced 
in  the  Assembly  and  Hon.  John  D.  Stivers  introduced  in  the 
Senate  a  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  acquisition  and  preservation  of 
Knox's  Headquarters  in  the  town  of  New  Windsor,  Orange 
County,  and  making  an  appropriation  therefor."  (See  plate  44.) 
The  bill  reads  as  folloAvs : 

Section  1.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  shall,  if 
able  to  agTee  with  the  owner  or  owners  for  the  purchase  thereof 
within  the  amoimt  hereby  appropriated,  acquire  title  on  behalf 
and  in  the  name  of  the  People  of  the  State,  to  the  premises  known 
as  Knox's  Headquarters  in  the  town  of  New  Windsor,  Orange 
County.  The  title  to  such  premises  shall  be  appioved  by  the 
Attoniey-General. 

§  2.  After  title  to  such  premises  shall  have  been  acquired,  as 
aforesaid,  the  Trustees  of  Scenic  and  Historic  Places  shall  have 
control  and  juiisdiction  thereof  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the 


240    American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society 

same  for  the  benefit  of  the  People  of  the  State  of  'New  York  as  a 
historic  landmark  and  for  educational  purposes. 

§  3.  Upon  the  requisition  of  such  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office,  and  upon  a  voucher  or  vouchers  certified  by  such  Commis- 
sioners, or  by  such  officer  or  officers  thereof  as  they  may  designate 
for  the  purpose,  in  form  to  be  approved  by  the  Comptroller,  the 
Comptroller  shall  pay  the  sum  or  sums  that  may  be  necessary  to 
pay  for  the  lands  authorized  to  be  acquired  by  the  authority  of 
this  act,  and  to  build,  construct  and  repair  upon  the  said  premises 
such  buildings  as  may  be  necessary  to  properly  and  satisfactorily 
carry  out  the  intent  and  purposes  of  this  act. 

§  4.  The  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  ($12,000),  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of 
any  money  in  the  treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  subject 
to  the  audit  of  the  Comptroller,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  and  the  same  shall  be  payable  by  the  Treasurer  on  the  war- 
rant of  the  Comptroller  on  the  requisition  of  said  Commissioners 
of  the  Land  Office. 

§  5.    This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

A  similar  bill  was  introduced  in  1913  but  did  not  pass.  (See 
our  Eeport  for  1913.)* 

DE  WITT  CLIIs^TOIS^'S  BIKTHPLACE 

During  the  past  year  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preser- 
vation Society  has  been  asked  to  exercise  its  good  offices  to  secure 
the  preservation  of  a  building  in  the  town  of  New  Windsor,  in 
Orange  County,  JST.  Y.,  in  which  it  is  claimed  that  De  W^itt  Clin- 
ton was  born.  Research  in  this  connection  has  disclosed  the  fact 
that  the  birthplace  of  the  distinguished  Governor  of  the  State  of 
ISTew  York  and  Mayor  of  the  City  of  ~New  York  is  not  certainly 
known. 

In  order  that  the  following  references  to  landmarks  may  be 
understood,  it  is  necessary  to  recall  briefly  some  of  the  biographical 
data  concerning  the  Clinton  family. 

The  immigrant  ancestor  was  Charles  Clinton,  an  Irishman,  who 
sailed  from  Dublin  in  May,  1729,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  !N'ew 
Windsor  in  1730  or  1731. 


*  Assemblyman  Montgomery's  bill  passed  the  Assembly  in  1915  but  waa  not 
reported  out  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Senate. 
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Charles  Clinton  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Denniston  had  seven 
children,  among  whom  were  Gen.  James  (born  1736,  died  1812), 
and  Gen.  and  Gov.  George  (bom  1739,  died  1812.) 

Gen.  James  Clinton  had  seven  children  by  his  first  wife  Mary 
De  AVitt  and  six  bv  his  second  wife  ]\Irs.  Grav.  Among;  the  for- 
mcr  was  De  AVitt,  born  1709,  died  1828. 

It  is  the  birthplace  of  De  Witt  Clinton  with  which  we  are  par- 
ticularly concerned,  but  in  this  coimection  it  is  necessary  to  men- 
tion the  sites  of  the  other  Clinton  homes. 

Site  No.  1 

The  original  homestead  of  Charles  Clinton,  the  immigrant,  in 
the  town  of  Xew  Windsor,  which  we  will  distinguish  at  site  No.  1, 
was  at  Little  Britain.  Of  this  fanm,  Mrs.  George  Clinton,  Sr.,  of 
Buffalo,  writes  to  us : 

"  The  farm  consists  of  312  acres  and  29  roods  purchased  by 
Charles  Clinton  in  1731.  The  four  corners  are  marked  by 
squared  stones  with  the  letters  '  I.  C  thereon,  standing  for  James 
Clinton  and  showing  that  the  ground  had  been  surveyed  by  him. 
The  farm  is  about  1^  miles  in  a  southerly  direction  from  Little 
Britain  Church,  I  should  judge.  The  farm  is  now  known  as  the 
Bull  farm.  At  the  time  of  my  visit  in  October,  1900,  it  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  Austin  Bull,  son  of  Mr.  John  S.  Bull,  who 
bought  the  property  about  1840.  He  built  a  large  stoiie  farm- 
house in  1856  and  took  down  the  original  house,  all  except  a  small 
portion  which  has  been  so  made  over  that  it  bears  no  resemblance 
to  the  original." 

The  old  homestead  is  described  in  detail  in  a  four-column 
article  in  the  Xew  York  Sun  of  April  12,  1891,  entitled  "  Back  in 
the  State's  History,"  by  George  Alfred  Townsend.  The  house 
stood  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  the  Ontario  &  Western 
railroad  on  the  road  running  south  from  Little  Britain.  The 
owner  told  Mr.  Townsend  in  1891  that  he  had  torn  down  the  old 
house  "not  long  ago"  as  it  was  falling  to  pieces  but  that  a  por- 
tion of  it  remained  in  the  Avhite  square  house  a  stoiy  and  a  half 
high.  Mrs.Clintou  says  that  the  railroad  crosses  the  noi'tUeastern 
corner  of  the  old  farm,  cutting  off  about  three  acres. 
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The  late  Hon.  Edward  McGraw  of  Plymouth,  Wis.,  in  his 
recollection  of  Little  Britain  quoted  in  Ruttenber's  History  of 
ISTew  Windsor,  says  of  De  Witt  Clinton : 

"  He  was  born  in  1769  at  the  residence  of  his  father.  General 
James,  who  then  resided  with  his  father.  Colonel  Charles." 

He  rejects  as  incredible  the  story,  given  hereafter,  that  the 
mother  of  De  Witt  was  so  imprudent  as  to  travel  some  forty  miles 
in  the  midst  of  winter,  over  difficult  roads,  to  Deerpark  only  a  few 
days  before  De  Witt  was  born  and  that  he  was  bom  in  Deerpark. 
He  says  the  old  people  of  Little  Britain  "  always  referred  to  the 
old  homestead  as  the  place  where  De  Witt  was  born." 

James  Renwick,  LL.  D.,  Professor  of  Natural  Experimental 
Philosophy  and  Chemistry  in  Columbia  College,  in  his  "  Life  of 
De  Witt  Clinton"  (1840,)  says: 

"  De  Witt  Clinton  was  born  March  2d,  1769,  at  Little  Britain, 
the  residence  of  his  father,  General  James  Clinton." 

Eager's  "  History  of  Orange  County  "  refers  to  but  discredits 
the  claim 

"  that  he  was  born  at  the  first  and  old  residence  of  Gen.  Clinton 
in  Little  Britain,  near  Washingtonville,  and  where  his  father 
resided  till  about  1800,  when  he  removed  and  built  on  the  farm, 
still  in  Little  Britain,  on  the  road  from  l>[ewburgh  to  iSfeelytown, 
where  he  died."    (See  site  ISTo.  4.) 

8Ue  No.  2 

Charles  Clinton,  among  other  positions,  held  that  of  clerk  of  the 
proprietors  who  in  1749  founded  l^ew  Windsor  village  —  now  a 
little  hamlet  on  the  Hudson  River  in  the  eastern  end  of  the  town 
of  JSTew  Windsor.  About  the  year  1760,  according  to  Ruttenber's 
History  of  Is^ew  Windsor  (published  in  1911)  he  built  in  the  vil- 
lage of  ISTew  Windsor  a  house,  barn,  etc.,  which  we  will  distin- 
guish as  site  ISTo.  2.  In  1762,  Charles  transferred  his  clerkship  to 
his  son  James,  father  of  De  Witt,  and  in  1763  sold  to  James  the 
New  Windsor  property. 

On  February  19,  1765,  James  married  Mary  De  Witt  of  Deer- 
park  —  a  town  in  the  extreme  western  end  of  Orange  County. 
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There  appears  to  be  no  question  that  their  first  son,  Alexander, 
was  born  at  Deerpark.  Their  second  son,  Charles,  was  born  at 
New  Windsor.  Of  their  third  son  De  Witt,  Barber  and  Howe,  in 
their  "  Historical  Collections  of  the  State  of  New  York  "  (1844) 
at  page  4-26,  say:  De  Witt  Clinton  was  born  in  the  village  of 
New  Windsor,  March  2nd,  1769,"  and  give  a  wool  cut  of  the 
building.  As  the  preponderance  of  evidence  appears  to  be  in 
favor  of  this  place,  we  quote  the  evidence  somewhat  fully. 

Euttenber,  in  his  History  of  New  W^indsor,  speaking  of  the 
village  says: 

"  Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  written  to  the  contrary, 
we  have  little  doubt  that  he  (De  Witt  Clinton)  was  bom  here, 
and  not  in  Deerpark  or  in  Little  Britain.  Charles  Clinton  of 
Little  Britain,  who  was  the  clerk  of  the  '  proprietors,'  erected  in 
the  village  a  house,  barn,  etc.,  sometime  about  1760.  He  trans- 
ferred his  clerkship  to  his  son  James,  the  father  of  De  Witt,  in 
1762,  and  in  1773  sold  and  transferred  to  him  the  property. 
James  married  Mary  De  Witt  of  Deerpark  and  her  first  child 
Alexander  was  born  there  in  1765.  In  the  spring  of  176(3  he  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  New  Windsor  village,  and  there  his  son 
Charles  Avas  born  in  1767  and  his  son  De  Witt  in  1769.  After 
"p  death  of  his  father  in  1773,  James  removed  to  the  homestead 
in  Little  Britain*  and  remained  there  during  the  Revolution. 
The  only  q\Testion  at  issue  Ave  believe  to  be  Avhether  James  resided 
in  New  Windsor  village  and  that  is  apparently  settled  by  letters 
from  his  father  dated  at  Little  Britain  and  addressed  to  Capt. 
James  Clinton  at  New  Windsor  covering  the  date  of  De  Witt's 
birth,  and  by  the  facts  stated  in  regard  to  the  house  and  the  busi- 
ness in  Avhich  James  Avas  engaged.  During  the  Revolution  the 
house  Avas  occupied,  at  least  a  part  of  the  time,  as  a  hospital.  It 
stands  on  the  Avest  side  of  the  road  near  the  foot  of  New  Windsor 
Hill,  and  although  it  has  been  repaired  and  changed  somewhat, 
has  still  the  original  frameAvork  of  its  first  construction." 

In  another  place  in  the  same  book  Ruttenber  says : 

"  Barber,  in  giving  the  place  of  birth  as  Noav  Windsor  village, 
is  sustained  by  testimony  of  no  little  force  but  of  Avhich  he  was 
perhaps  ignorant.  That  testimony  is  '  that  Charles  Clinton,  the 
grandfather  of  De  Witt,  Avas  surveyor  and  agent  for  the  sale  of 
lots  in  the  village  of  NeAV  Windsor;  that  he  acquired  there  a  lot 


*  Site  No.  1  before  referred  to. 
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on  which  he  erected  a  house,  barn,  etc. ;  that  he  transferred  his  \ 
agency  to  his  son  James  about  1762,  and  soon  after — (Sept.  17,  ji 
17G3.    Ulster  Records  G.  G.  110),  sold  and  transferred  to  him  ;[ 
the  property  referred  to  and  that  there  the  latter  opened  an  office,  '  j 
and  after  his  marriage  (probably  in  the  fall  of  1765)  took  and  \ 
continued  his  residence  there,  remaining  until  after  the  death  of 
his  father  in  1773,  when  he  removed  to  the  old  homestead.    Let-  |  ( 
ters  are  extant  written  by  Col.   Clinton,  dated  Little  Britain,  ;  t 
addressed  to  Capt.  J ames  Clinton  '  at  New  Windsor,'  which  are  j  s 
additional  evidence  of  the  latter's  residence  there.    The  removal  1 '. 
to  Little  Britain  during  his  infancy  would  explain  the  tradition  i 
that  De  Witt  was  born  there,  while  the  fact  that  his  brother  Alex-  , 
ander  was  born  in  Deerpark  and  baptized  in  the  church  at  Sha- 
wangunk  explains  the  probable  origin  of  the  story  that  De  Witt 
was  born  there."  ;i' 

The  house  shown  in  the  wood  cut  in  Barber  &  Howe's  Histori- 
cal Collections  is  still  standing  in  l^ew  Windsor  village,  on  the 
west  side  of  LTnion  Street  at  the  foot  of  the  hill.  It  is  distin- 
guished in  the  map  of  New  Windsor  village  in  Corey  &  Bachman's 
map  of  Orange  and  Rockland  Counties  (1859)  by  the  name  of 
"  M.  McCormack "  next  to  Carpenter  k  Co.  Mr.  McCormack 
kept  the  house  for  a  number  of  years  as  a.  hotel  kno^vn  as  the 
Clinton  House.  Later  it  was  used  as  a  cheap  tenement-house. 
At  present  it  is  unoccupied,  uncared  for  and  is  in  a  sad  state  of 
neglect  and  dilapidation  —  open  alike  to  the  weather  and  the 
intrusion  of  man  and  animal. 

Miss  Charlotte  A.  Morton  and  Mr.  William  J.  Roe,  both  of  i 
whom  live  on  large  estates  on  the  margin  of  N^ew  Windsor  vil- 
lage and  have  for  many  years  been  familiar  with  local  traditions  - 
as  well  as  the  town  history  at  large,  say  that  as  long  as  they  can 
remember  this  house  has  always  been  regarded  as  the  birthplace  of 
De  Witt  Clinton. 

A  photograph  of  the  house  taken  this  year  is  reproduced  in  the 
upper  picture  in  plate  45. 

Site  No.  3  :  ! 

Eager's  "  History  of  Oi'aiige  County  "  says : 

"  De  Witt  Clinton  was  horn  March  2,  1769,  at  Fort  De  Witt, 
now  in  the  town  of  Deeri>ark,  at  the  residence  of  Capt.  James 
DeWitt."  i 
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The  De  AVitt  family  lived  in  a  stone  building,  erected  both  for 
residence  and  defense,  and  like  many  other  buildings  of  the 
pioneer  period,  was  called  a  fort.  Peter  E.  Gumaer  in  his  "  His- 
tory of  Deerpark"  (1890)  says: 

Fort  De  AVitt  was  located  near  the  SiTspension  Bridge  which 
crosses  the  Neversink  River  on  the  road  leading  from  Port  Jervis 
to  Cuddebackville,  about  one  mile  south  of  Cuddebackville.  The 
small  house  standing  (1889)  near  tlio  present  dwelling  of  Jesse 
Tillson  is  on  the  foundation  of  this  foi't." 

Eager's  History  of  Orange  County  gives  the  tradition  of  De 
AA^itt  Clinton's  birth  here  as  follows : 

"  The  tradition  in  that  town,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  Fort,  the  old  residence  of  the  De  Witts,  is,  that  in  February, 
1769,  James  Clinton,  with  his  lady,  came  to  the  Fort  on  a  visit  to 
see  her  brother,  Capt.  Jacob  R.  De  AA^itt,  that  a  violent  snow  storm 
came  on,  which  lasted  some  days,  and  when  it  abated  Mrs.  Clinton 
was  found  to  be  in  such  an  interesting  situation,  it  was  deemed 
imprudent  and  unsafe  for  her  to  return  home,  and  the  visitors 
remained  at  the  fort.  They  did  not  reach  home  in  six  weeks,  and 
it  was  during  this  time  De  AA^itt  was  born." 

8ite  No.  Jf 

After  Charles  Clinton's  death  at  the  old  homestead  (site  IsTo.  1) 
in  1773,  James  removed  his  home  from  'New  AVindsor  village  to 
the  homestead  and  remained  there  during  the  Revolution. 

AA''e  have  before  quoted  Eager's  History  of  Orange  County  to  the 
effect  that  about  the  year  1800  James  removed  from  the  old  home- 
stead to  a  new  house  which  he  had  built  on  the  farm  on  the  road 
from  l^ewburgh  to  ISTeelytown,  where  he  died.  The  same  author- 
ity declares  that  some  persons,  "  supposing  that  his  (De  Witt 
Clinton's)  father  always  resided  at  the  place  where  he  died,  think 
De  Witt  was  born  there."    This  site  we  distinguish  as  l^o.  4. 

This  house  is  still  standing.  It  is  on  the  State  Road,  two  miles 
west  of  Little  Britain  Church. Mr.  David  Barclay  of  l^ew- 
burgh  thinks  that  the  new  house  is  on  a  pait  of  the  original  Clin- 
ton farm  mentioned  under  the  heading  of  "  Site  No.  1,"  but  Mrs. 
George  Clinton,  Sr.,  does  not  think  so. 


*  Prof.  Wm.  H.  Kelly  of  Newburgh. 
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Site  No.  5 

During  tlie  past  year  our  attention  has  been  directed  to  still 
another  house  which  is  claimed  to  have  been  De  AVitt  Clinton's 
birthplace.  It  stands  a  mile  west  of  I^ew  Windsor  village  and  a 
mile  south  of  Quassaick  Creek,  at  the  junction  of  what  is  now 
called  the  "  Back  Road,"  running  north  and  soiith,  and  a  road 
running  east  to  the  village.  It  is  a  two-story  frame  farmhouse, 
with  a  one-story  wing  on  each  end.  The  owner  is  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Corley,  who  lives  with  her  daughter  Mrs.  H.  C.  Walsh,  on  a  large 
and  beautifully  situated  place  on  a  hill  on  the  east  side  of  the  road 
nearly  opposite.  The  exterior  of  the  farm-house  has  a  modern 
appearance  and  the  eastern  wing  is  modern,  but  the  frame-work 
is  old,  and  the  capacious  fireplace  and  old  Dutch  oven  in  the  west 
wing  indicate  age.  (See  lower  picture  in  plate  45.)  This  house 
appears  to  be  on  the  site  indicated  by  the  name  "  Dr.  Higby  "  on 
the  map  of  "  The  Winter  Cantonment  of  the  American  Army  and 
its  Vicinity  for  1783  "  by  S,  De  Witt;  and  by  the  name  of  "  A. 
Verplanck "  on  the  map  of  Orange  and  Rockland  Counties  by 
Corey  &  Bachman  (1859). 

The  owner  of  the  house  claims  that  the  historical  references  to 
the  Clinton  house  in  JSTew  Windsor  village  before  quoted  apply  to 
this  house,  and  that  here,  in  the  residence  of  James  Clinton,  De 
Witt  was  born.  We  do  not  find  supporting  evidence  for  this 
claim. 

Dr.  Moses  Higby,  above  referred  to,  was  distinguished  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolution  as  chief  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  army. 
Lossing,  in  his  Pictorial  Field  Book  of  the  Revolution,  relates  Dr. 
Higby's  connection  with  the  exposure  of  Daniel  Taylor,  the  Britr 
ish  spy.  On  October  10,  1777,  while  Gen.  George  Clintori  resided 
in  the  Tails  House  about  4  miles  west  of  jSTewburgh  (see  our 
Report  for  1904,  page  205),  Taylor,  who  was  a  Sergeant  in  the 
British  army,  rode  into  the  American  camp  and  asked  for  General 
Clinton.  He  had  mistaken  the  American  for  the  British  com- 
mander. When  taken  before  the  American  General  he  realized 
his  error  and  by  an  involuntary  exclamation  aroused  su^spicion  as 
to  his  character.    He  was  also  seen  to  swallow  something.  Dr. 
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Higby  was  called,  administered  an  emetic,  and  succeeded  in  recov- 
ering the  object,  whicb  proved  to  be  a  hollow  silver  ball  containing 
this  message  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Gen.  Burgoyne : 

Fort  ]\Iontgomery,  October  8,  1777. 
Xons  y  voici  and  nothing  between  ns  and  Gates.  I  sincerely 
hope  this  little  success  of  ours  may  facilitate  your  operations.  In 
answer  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  September  by  C.  C.  I  shall 
only  say,  I  cannot  presume  to  order,  or  even  advise,  for  reasons 
obvious.    I  heartily  wish  you  success. 

Faithfully  yours, 

H.  Clinton. 

Gen.  Burgoyne. 

A  few  days  later  Taylor  was  hanged  at  Hurley. 
The  Falls  house  in  which  the  foregoing  occurrence  took  place 
has  been  town  down  since  the  date  of  our  last  Report. 

LESTER  PARK  (CRYPTOZOOIs^  REEF)  IN  GREE^s^- 

FIELD 

During  the  past  year  Dr.  John  M.  Clarke,  State  Geologist  and 
Director  of  the  State  Museum,  invited  our  co-operation  in  se- 
curing the  acquisition  by  the  State  of  an  extraordinary  ledge  of 
fossils  in  the  town  of  Greenfield,  Saratoga  County,  known  as  the 
Cryptozoon  Ledge.  Our  Trustees  took  up  the  matter  with  great 
intex'est  and  one  of  them,  Mr.  Emerson  McMillin,  gave  partic- 
ularly sympathetic  attention  to  the  matter.  While  we  had  the 
matter  imder  consideration,  and  on  November  23,  1914,  Mr. 
AVillard  Lester  of  Saratoga  Springs  presented  the  tract  to  the 
State,  to  be  in  the  custody  of  the  State  Museum.  Dr.  Clarke 
says : 

"  This  park  is  the  first  fruit  of  an  earnest  efi^ort  to  bring  under 
public  care  and  to  preserve  for  the  uses  of  the  people  of  the  State 
and  of  the  students  of  science  of  the  State,  such  permanent  nat- 
ural monuments  of  exceptional  worth,  and  it  is  confidently  be- 
lieved that  the  example  set  by  the  fine  act  of  Mr.  Lester  will  be 
followed  by  other  large-hearted  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth." 

Two  excellent  illustrations  and  a  brief  description  of  the  ledge 
are  given  in  "  Museum  Bulletin,  No.  173,"  of  the  State  Museum, 
which  is  the  Tenth  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  State  Museum 
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and  Science  Department.  The  ledge,  or  reef,  is  about  two  miles 
west  of  Saratoga  Springs  and  consists  of  a  great  outcrop  of  Cam- 
brian rock  filled  witli  the  fossil  known  as  Cryptozoon.  The 
Cryptozoon  is  believed  to  have  been  an  algoid  plant  which  secreted 
a  calcareous  skeleton.  The  face  of  the  ledge  has  been  smoothed 
by  glacial  action,  disclosing  great  circular  masses  of  these  fossils, 
sometimes  many  feet  in  circumference.  The  masses  are  made 
up  of  concentric  layers  of  algoid  growths,  and  this  display  is  said 
by  geologists  to  be  without  known  parallel.  Special  geological 
interest  attaches  to  these  fossils,  as  it  is  thouaht  that  such  reefs 
of  algae  or  water  plants,  either  marine  or  fresh  water,  were  pres- 
ent in  Precambrian  rocks  and  were  among  the  first  known  forms 
of  life.  , 

The  property,  which  comprises  about  three  acres,  also  possesses 
scenic  interest.  It  lies  along  a  country  road  not  far  from  the 
State  Highway,  and  the  prospect  of  picturesque  rock  ledges  and 
wooded  vales  is  unbroken  by  fence  or  hedge. 

The  place  will  hereafter  be  called  Lester  Park  in  honor  of  the 
giver. 

STARK'S  KJ^OB  m  I^ORTHUMBERLAi^D 

Our  attention  having  similarly  been  called  to  the  knoll  of  vol- 
canic rock  kno'^vn  as  Stark's  Knob,  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
town  of  ISTorthumberland,  about  a  mile  north  of  Schuylei-ville,  in 
Saratoga  County,  one  of  our  Trustees,  Mr.  Emerson  McMillin,  has 
ofi'ered  to  buy  it  and  present  it  to  the  State  if  the  terms  which 
he  has  offered  are  accepted.  This  elevation  has  a  double  interest, 
scientific  and  historic.  There  is  a  brief  description  of  it  in 
"  Museum  Bulletin  l^o.  173,"  before  mentioned,  and  it  has  been 
described  at  length  in  the  reports  of  the  Geological  Survey. 
There  are  two  theories  in  regard  to  the  occurrence  of  the  volcanic 
product  at  this  point.  One  is  that  it  was  ejected  by  volcanic 
action  at  that  place.  The  other  is  that  it  was  deposited  there 
by  a  great  overthrust  at  the  time  of  the  Taconic  revolution,  which 
carried  it  from  its  original  site,  which  is  thought  by  some 
geogolists  to  have  been  as  far  east  as  the  Connecticut  Valley  in 
Vermont.    So  far  as  present  information  goes,  these  are  the  only 
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true  volcanic  remains  in  the  State,  the  igneous  rocks  elsewhere, 
as  the  trap-rock  of  the  Palisades,  being  of  a  ditFerent  mode  of 
jc'currence. 

The  knob,"  or  "  plug  "  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  has  historical 
associations  with  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Upon  it,  Capt. 
Stark  built  a  small  redoubt  which  did  its  share  in  obstructing  the 
movements  of  Burgoyne  in  the  battle  of  Saratoga. 

Our  Society  hopes  that  its  influence,  and  the  generosity  of  one 
of  its  Trustees,  may  effectively  second  the  efforts  of  the  State 
Geologist  in  securing  for  the  State  this  unique  possession. 

SARATOGA  BATTLEFIELD 

The  effort  to  have  the  State  acquire  a  portion  of  the  Saratoga 
battlefield  was  renewed  in  the  present  Legislature  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  bill  by  Hon.  George  TI.  Whitney  in  the  Senate  and 
Hon.  Gilbert  T.  Seelye  in  the  Assembly  "  to  provide  for  the  ac- 
quisition and  care  of  lands  to  commemorate  the  battle  of  Sara- 
toga and  making  an  appropriation  therefor."    The  bill  appro- 
priates $25,000  for  the  purchase  and  care  of  land  in  the  town  of 
Stillwater,  Saratoga  County,  "  for  commemorating,  in  coimeetion 
with  the  Saratoga  monument,  the  decisive  battle  of  the  Revolu- 
jjition  and  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Burgoyne  on  the  17th  of  October, 
1  1777."    It  commits  the  custody  of  the  reservation  to  the  ISTew 
j  York  State  Historical  Society.    The  bill  is  now  pending.* 

SPENCER  TRASK  MEMORIAL  IN  SARATOGA 

On  July  14,  1914,  a  fountain  erected  to  the  memory  of  the 
late  Spencer  Trask  was  dedicated  in  Congress  Park,  Saratoga 
Springs,  with  impressive  ceremonies.  Among  his  many  other 
activities,  Mr.  Trask  was  one  of  the  original  Commissioners  of 
the  Saratoga  Springs  State  Reservation,  and  since  his  death, 
Mrs.  Trask  has  practically  dedicated  to  the  public  use  their  beauti- 
ful private  estate  at  Saratoga,  called  Yaddo. 

The  dedication  of  the  fountain  also  celebrated  the  creation  of 
two  public  parks  by  the  village  of  Saratoga  Springs,  by  which 
the  village  carries  out  the  wish  expressed  by  the  first  State  Reser- 


*  The  bills  were  not  reported  by  the  committees  to  which  they  were  referred. 


250    American  Scejstic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society 


vation  Commission  and  inspired  by  Mr.  Trask,  that  it  should 
supplement  the  State's  work  by  purchasing  Congress  Park  and 
Canfield  Park  and  throwing  them  open  to  the  public.  The  tax- 
payers of  Saratoga  Springs  paid  $100,000  for  Congress  Park  and 
$150,000  for  Canfield  Park,  the  latter  including  the  famous  club 
house  which  is  now  Saratoga's  magnificent  Casino. 

The  Trask  Memorial  stands  in  the  midst  of  what  is  destined 
to  be  Saratoga's  Civic  Center.  It  consists  of  a  fountain  and 
basin,  a  long  rectangTilar  lagoon  which  is  level  with  the  surface 
of  the  ground,  and  certain  architectural  features  in  the  form  of 
a  balustraded  wall,  designed  to  serve  as  a  setting  for  a  bronze 
figure  symbolizing*  the  "  Spirit  of  Life."  The  architectural  work 
was  designed  by  Mr.  Henry  C.  Bacon  and  the  statue  by  Mr. 
Daniel  C.  French.  The  latter,  which- is  being  cast  in  France, 
has  not  yet  arrived.*    (See  plate  54.) 

The  memorial  bears  the  following  inscription : 

To  the  memory  of 
SPENCER  TRASK, 
MDCJCDXLIV-MOMIX 
His  one  object  in  life  was  to  do  right 

and  serve  his  fellow-men. 
He  gave  himself  abundantly  to  hasten  the 
coming  of  a  new  and  better  day, 
which,  with  prophetic  vision,  he 
foretold  for  Saratoga  Springs. 

The  first  sentence  after  the  date  line  was  taken  from  a  letter 
written  by  Mr.  Justice  Charles  E.  Hughes  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  while  Governor  of  this  State. 

The  dedicatory  exercises  took  place  in  Convention  Hall,  the 
principal  speakers  being  Governor  Glynn,  Hon.  George  Foster 
Peabody  (President  of  the  Saratoga  Springs  State  Reservation 
Commission)  and  Hon.  Charles  C.  Lester,  former  Surrogate  of 
Saratoga  County.  The  memorial  was  unveiled  by  Miss  Frederica 
Mitchell  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  a  niece  of  Mr.  Trask. 

*  Subsequent  to  the  date  of  this  Report  the  statue  arrived  and  was  dedi- 
cated on  Saturday,  June  26,  1915.  Dr.  John  H.  Finley  delivered  the  prin- 
cipal address. 
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THE  STATE  FOREST  PRESERVE 

The  perpetual  unrest  concerning  the  administration  of  the  State 
Forest  Preserve  of  1,825,882  acres  in  the  Adirondack  and  Cats- 
kill  regions  has  manifested  itself  this  year  in  the  introduction 
in  the  Legislature  of  a  bill  to  reduce  the  membership  of  the  State 
Conservation  Commission  from  three  members  to  one  member, 
Avith  certain  other  prosisions.'"'  The  subject  will  also  receive  the 
consideration  of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  with  a  view  to 
the  modification  of  section  7  of  article  VII  of  the  Constitution 
which  at  present  forbids  the  cutting  or  removal  of  trees  from  the 
Forest  Preserve.  For  a  history  of  the  evolution  of  the  Forest 
Preserve  and  the  causes  of  unrest  concerning  its  administration, 
reference  may  be  made  to  our  Eighteenth  Annual  Report  (1913). 

One  important  phase  of  the  question  of  permitting  the  cutting 
of  trees  on  State  forest  land  is  that  of  the  possible  revenue  to  be 
derived  therefrom.  Governor  Glynn,  in  a  message  to  the  Legis- 
lature on  March  5,  1914,  stated  that  "  if  the  Constitution  were 
amended  so  that  responsible  State  officers  could  direct  the  cutting 
of  this  matured  timber,  an  annual  revenue  of  $1,600,000  could 
be  obtained  for  the  State."  There  are  other  considerations  which 
may  be  regarded  as  equal  or  superior  to  that  of  revenue  from 
the  forest,  and  the  question  of  potential  revenue  is  one  which 
should  be  carefully  considered  before  the  temptation  held  forth 
by  these  large  figures  is  yielded  to.  The  State  has  no  accurate 
inventory  of  its  forest  possessions  —  that  is  to  say,  no  accurate 
calculation  of  the  value  of  the  timber  upon  the  forest  lands.  The 
nearest  thing  to  such  an  inventory  is  a  table  compiled  by  the 
State  Conservation  Commission  from  ocular  estimates  made  by 
forest  rangers  when  not  engaged  in  fire  protection  and  from  in- 
formation gathered  by  them  by  means  of  interviews  with  others 
supposed  to  be  familiar  with  the  character  of  the  timber  on  the 
State  lands.  This  table  may  be  useful  for  future  reference  and  is 
given  herewith  by  the  courtesy  of  the  State  Conser\^ation  Com- 
mission.   The  figTires  represent  board  feet. 

*  The  bill  was  passed  and  constitutes  chapter  318  of  the  laws  of  1915.  Soon 
after  its  signature  the  Governor  appointed  Mr.  George  D.  Pratt  of  Nipw  York 
City  to  the  office  of  Conservation  Commissioner, 
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Our  Society  has  taken  no  formal  action  on  the  subject  of  amend- 
ing the  Constitution  in  regard  to  the  Forest  Preserve,  and  trusts 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  to  handle  the 
subject  for  the  best  interests  of  the  State. 

OLD  STOI^E  FORT  m  SCHOHARIE 

On  February  IG,  1915,  Hon.  Edward  A.  Dox  introduced  in 
the  Assembly  a  bill  appropriating  $10,000  for  the  repair,  care 
and  maintenance  of  the  old  Stone  Fort  at  Schoharie  in  the  County 
of  Schoharie,  the  moneys  to  be  disbursed  under  the  joint  auspices 
of  the  Supervisors  of  Schoharie  County  and  the  President  of  the 
Schoharie  County  Historical  Society.  This  interesting  landmark, 
built  in  the  form  of  a  church,  and  standing  in  the  midst  of  an 
old  graveyard,  is  the  property  of  the  County,  we  are  informed. 
It  contains  a  valuable  museum  of  relies  in  charge  of  the  local  his- 
torical society.    (See  plate  56.)* 

HERKIMER  HOMESTEAD  II^t  DANUBE 

Pursuant  to  chapter  217  of  the  laws  of  1913,  the  State,  ou 
January  24,  1914,  acquired  title  to  the  Gen.  ISTicholas  Herkimer 
Homestead  of  160  acres  in  the  town  of  Danube,  and  the  old  house 
is  now  in  process  of  restoration  under  the  administration  of  a  com- 
mission of  six  members  representing  the  Gennan- American  Alli- 
ance and  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Commission,  appointed  September  15,  1913,  and  re- 
appointed August  1,  1914,  are  as  follows: 

German  American  Alliance:  William  Grandpre  of  Albany, 
Robert  A.  Patehke  of  Troy  and  Joseph  Kuolt  of  Utica. 

Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution :  Mrs.  Delight  R.  Kel- 
ler of  Little  Falls,  Mrs.  Charlotte  A.  Pitcher  of  Utica  and  Mrs. 
Frances  W.  Roberts  of  Utica. 

The  fine  old  colonial  house,  built  by  General  Herkimer  in  1764, 
situated  two  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Little  Falls  in  the  Mohawk 
Valley,  is  being  restored  to  its  original  condition  under  the  super 
vision  of  the  State  Archiect.    Bids  for  the  work  were  advertised 
for  in  September,  1914,  and  the  repairs  were  begun  late  in 


The  bill  was  not  reported  out  of  committee. 
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October.  Excellent  progress  has  been  made  already  iu  removing 
old  excrescences,  strengthening  and  renewing  decayed  woodwork, 
rebuilding  crumbling  brick-word,  etc.     (See  plate  57.) 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  restoration  has  been  the  atten- 
tion gi\'en  to  the  powder  chamber  under  one  corner  of  the  barn. 
This  powder  chamber  is  an  underground  vault  of  solid  masonry, 
a  wide  arch  covering  the  doorway.  In  the  east  wall  are  three 
portholes  and  at   each   side  of  the  entrance  are  two  more. 

IThis  chamber  was  no  doubt  originally  planned  as  a  safe  place 
in  case  the  building  were  attacked  by  enemies  and  the  portholes 
gave  a  chance  to  fire  at  the  attacking  party. 

Xo  attempt  has  been  made  to  improve  or  change  the  style  of 
the  house  but  the  effort  has  been  to  restore  it  as  far  as  possible 
to  the  condition  it  was  in  originally. 

An  historic  museum  is  to  be  established  in  the  house  and  the 
General  N^icholas  Herkimer  Homestead  Association  has  been 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  relics  for  the  museum  and 
otherwise  promoting  interest  in  this  shrine  to  the  memory  of  the 
hero  of  Oriskany.    The  President  of  the  Association  is  Hon. 

!  Theodore  Sutro  of  Xew  York ;  the  Corresponding  Secretary, 

\  Miss  Clara  L.  H.  Rawdon  of  Little  Falls;  and  the  Treasurer, 

\  Mrs.  Earl  Parker  of  Frankfort. 

HERKI^ilEE  MEMOPtlAL  ROAD  m  MOHAWK  VALLEY 

On  February  22,  1915,  Hon.  Charles  W.  Wicks  introduced  in 
the  State  Senate,  and  on  March  4  Hon.  Charles  J.  Fuess  intro- 
duced in  the  Assembly  a  bill  to  desigiiate  portions  of  routes  6, 
26  and  28  of  the  State  highway  system  by  the  name  of  the  Gen- 
eral Nicholas  Herkimer  Memorial  Road. 

An  introduction  to  the  bill  recites  that  ISTicholas  Herkimer, 
or  as  he  spelled  it,  jSTicholas  Herchheimer,  was  born  about  1715 
at  Danube,  ISTew  York.  He  became  a  Lieutenant  of  militia,  served 
in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and  defended  Fort  Herkimer  in 
1758.  He  was  promoted  to  be  Erigadier-General  of  militia  in 
I77fi.  He  directed  operations  against  Sir  John  Johnson,  and 
when  Fort  Stanwix  was  threatened  in  1777  by  a  combined  force 
of  Indians,  Tories  and  regulars,  he  advanced  to  its  relief,  and 
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met  the  enemy  near  Oriskauy,  in  the  battle  of  that  name.  He 
was  wounded  and  was  brought  home  over  the  proposed  memorial 
road.  The  night  after  the  battle  was  spent  at  Fort  Schuyler, 
now  Utica ;  the  next  night  was  spent  at  Fort  Herkimer ;  and  the 
following  day  he  reached  his  home,  where  he  died  August  17, 
1777.  ,>c 

The  bill  proposes  to  amend  route  26  so  that  it  will  run  as 
follows:  Commencing  in  the  village  of  Mohawk  near  the  inter- 
section of  routes  5  and  6,  thence  running  easterly  through  Jack- 
sonburg  to  Little  Falls,  thence  northwesterly  through  Eatons- 
ville,  Middleville,  Newport  and  Poland,  across  the  corner  of 
Oneida  County,  thence  in  Herkimer  Coimty  to  a  point  on  the 
dividing  line  between  Oneida  and  Herkimer  Counties  near 
Gravesville,  thence  by  the  way  of  Trenton  Falls  to  join  route  25 
at  or  near  Trenton ;  such  route  to  also  include  an  extension,  hereby 
established,  described  as  follows :  Beginning  at  a  point  on  such 
route  at  the  southerly  end  of  the  bridge  leading  to  Little  I  alls 
and  leading  therefrom  for  a  distance  of  approximately  three  miles 
along  the  town  highway  in  the  town  of  Danube  past  Lovers'  Leap 
to  the  General  ISTicholas  Herkimer  Homestead. 

The  bill  then  provides  that  the  part  of  route  28  from  its  junc- 
tion with  Dominick  Street,  near  old  Fort  Stanwix,  in  the  City 
of  Rome,  past  Oriskany  battlefield  to  its  beginning  in  the  City 
of  Utica,  and  also  Whitesboro  and  Main  Streets  in  Utica,  past 
the  site  of  old  Fort  Schuyler,  and  that  part  of  route  6  from  its 
terminus  at  Utica  to  Mohawk,  and  that  part  of  route  26  from 
its  beginning  at  Mohawk  past  Fort  Herkimer  to  the  southerly 
end  of  the  bridge  leading  to  Little  Falls,  together  with  the  exten- 
tion  of  route  26  created  by  this  act,  shall  hereafter  be  known  as 
the  "  General  Nicholas  Herkimer  Memorial  Road." 

The  bill  appropriates  $50,000  for  the  extension  from  Little 
Falls  to  the  Herkimer  Homestead  and  provides  that  the  rest 
of  the  memorial  road  shall  be  paid  for  out  of  the  funds  for  State 
roads.* 


*  The  bill  was  not  reported  out  of  committee, 
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STEUBEiS"  STATUE  m  UTICA 

Another  reminder  of  the  German  influence  on  the  early  history 
of  the  State  and  ISTation  is  the  notable  statue  of  Major  General 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  Baron  von  Steuben  which  was  dedicated  in 
the  City  of  Utica  on  August  3,  1914.  The  statue,  which  stands 
on  Genesee  Street  at  the  entrance  of  the  Parkway,  was  erected 
by  the  Gennan- American  Alliance  of  Utica.  It  is  a  heroic 
bronze  figure  of  General  Steuben,  standing  on  a  granite  pedestal. 
The  sculptor  was  J.  Otto  Schweizer  of  Philadelphia.  (See  plate 
68.) 

There  was  a  brilliant  gathering  of  prominent  citizens,  repre- 
sentatives of  leading  civic  organizations,  and  the  public  at  large, 
at  the  exercises.  Upon  the  speakers  platform  were  the  officers 
of  the  German-American  Alliance,  representatives  of  the  City 
government,  including  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  the 
Park  Board,  the  Oneida  Historical  Society,  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  the  Gei*man  clergy,  'Colonel  and  Mirs. 
Thomas  R.  Proctor  who  presented  the  City  with  its  park  system, 
the  Presidents  of  the  local  German  societies,  the  Presidents  of 
the  German- American  Alliance  of  other  cities,  Miss  Minna  L. 
von  Steuben  of  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  and  Ulysses  von  Steuben  of 
Philadelphia,  descendants  of  Baron  von  Steuben,  and  many 
others. 

The  exercises  included  the  following  features: 

Welcome,  by  William  Kuehnling,  Fest  President. 

Singing,  "  It  is  the  Lord's  Own  Day ",  by  the  United 
Singers,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  ISTicholas  Zarth. 

Prayer,  by  Rev.  Otto  von  Bueren,  pastor  of  Zion's  Church. 

Address,  by  Prof.  Hugo  Muensterberg,  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity. 

Address,  by  Hon.  Charles  A.  Talcott  of  Utica,  Member  of 

Congress. 
Unveiling,  by  Miss  Elsa  Zarth. 

Floral  tributes,  deposited  by  representatives  of  many  Ger- 
man and  American  organizations. 

Singing,  "  The  Heavens  are  Telling by  the  United 
Singers. 

9 
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I' , 

Introduction  of  distinguislied  guests  to  the  audience,  and  1; 

brief  remarks  by  them.  i 
Presentation  of  monument  to  the  City,  by  President! 

Kuehnling.  j: 

Acceptance  of  monument  in  behalf  of  the  City,  by  Mayor! 

James  J).  Smith. 
Benediction  by  Rev.  Joseph  Lechner,  pastor  of  St.  Mary's  ji 

Church. 

The  addresses  dwelt  mainly  on  General  Steuben's  services  ;as 
a  Major  General  in  the  Continental  Army. 

After  the  dedicatory  exercises  a  banquet  was  served  at  the  Hotel 
Utica,  at  which  many  toasts  were  proposed  and  addresses  made. 

CLARK  RESERVATIOlSr  IN  DE  WITT 

A  new  State  Reservation  of  scientific  and  scenic  interest  waa 
announced  by  the  State  Education  Department  in  March,  1915. 
It  consists  of  the  gift  of  75  acres  of  land  possessing  unique 
geological  features,  in  the  town  of  De  Witt,  a  few  miles  southeast 
of  Syracuse,  near  the  villages  of  Jamesville  and  Eayetteville.  It 
was  given  to  the  State  by  Mrs.  Erederick  Ferris  Thompson  (Mrs. 
Mary  Clark  Thompson),  a  member  of  this  Society,  in  memory 
of  her  father,  Myron  H.  Clark,  who  was  Governor  of  'New  York 
in  1855  and  1856.  It  is  to  be  known  hereafter  as  the  Clark 
Reservation.    (See  plates  59-61.) 

The  new  geological  park  lies  nestled  among  the  ancient  lime-  • 
stone  rocks  which  make  the  Helderberg  escarpment,  where  there  ; 
is  a  group  of  little  lakes  of  an  aspect  so  peculiar  and  a  beauty  so  l 
weird  that  they  have  long  excited  the  imagination  of  lovers  of  I 
nature.    These  lakes  are  circular  in  shape  and  almost  enclosed 
on  the  western  side  by  a  colosseum  of  towering  rocks  whose  ver- 1 
tical  walls  rise  to  a  height  of  nearly  200  feet.    They  reach  an 
astounding  depth  for  such  little  lakes.   Their  water,  seldom  stirred 
by  storms,  is  of  wonderful  clearness,  and  on  days  when  the  skies 
are  blue  it  has  a  deep  emerald  green  color.    Because  of  this  they 
have  all  been  known  as  the  "  Green  Lakes." 

To  the  lovers  of  wild  plants  they  have  long  been  famous,  for 
in  the  steep  wooded  talus  at  the  foot  of  the  amphitheaters  and  in 
the  neighboring  ravines,  potholes  and  bare  rock  surfaces,  there 
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have  been  found  more  rare  fenis  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
State.  The  State  Botanist  says  that  more  than  forty  species  of 
these  ferns  grow  within  a  few  hundred  feet  of  one  of  these  Green 
Lakes  —  a  record  unknown  from  any  other  locality  in  the  tem- 
perate zone  outside  of  California  and  one  that  it  is  possible  to 
equal  only  in  some  tropical  or  subtropical  countries.  The  flower- 
ing plants  are  present  here  too  in  a  profusion  that  is  not  surpassed 
by  the  fern  life,  and  among  them  are  many  that  are  rarely  to  be 
found  elsewhere. 

But  it  is  the  geological  history  of  this  place  that  carries  the 
greatest  fascination.  People  have  long  wondered  whence  these 
mysterious  bodies  of  water  came  —  these  deep  funnel-shaped 
lakes  without  inlets  or  outlets  —  and  what  agencies  could  have 
caused  the  singular  gorges  and  majestic  amphitheaters.  Some 
have  guessed  that  they  were  the  abandoned  and  water-filled  craters 
of  old  volcanos,  other  that  these  strange  caverns  were  produced 
by  the  sinlcing  of  the  rock  beds  or  the  solution  of  the  limestone 
strata  or  the  leaching  out  of  the  salt  beds  which  lie  beneath  them. 
But  the  origin  of  them  has  now  become  well  understood,  and  the 
puzzle  of  their  existence  has  been  solved  in  the  progress  of  the 
geological  survey  of  the  State.  The  lakes  are  the  plunge-basins 
of  mighty  cataracts  which  fell  over  the  rocky  amphitheatres  and 
which  in  magnitude  and  beauty,  it  is  believed,  not  only  equalled 
but  surpassed  the  ISTiagara  Falls  of  the  present.  If  the  Niagara 
River  of  to-day  could  be  diverted  from  its  channel,  it  would 
leave  behind  it  such  a  rocky  amphitheater  with  such  great  plunge- 
basins  at  their  foot  as  are  now  to  be  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  these 
Green  Lakes. 

The  mighty  river  of  the  dim  past  that  plunged  over  the  cliffs 
of  this  limestone  escarpment  and  worked  out  these  gorges  and 
lake  basins  was  the  long-time  predecessor  of  the  Niagara  River. 
At  the  close  of  the  lee  Age,  when  the  mantle  of  ice  still  covered 
Lake  Ontario  and  western  New  York  and  filled  the  St.  Lawrence 
River  so  that  no  water  could  run  out  that  way,  the  rushing  floods 
pouring  out  from  the  front  of  this  immense  ice  cap  sought  their 
way  out  along  the  south  edge  of  the  ice  eastward  toward  the  Mo- 
hawk Valley  and  the  Hudson.  These  were  shifting  floods,  but 
they  flowed  for  thousands  of  years  and  they  left  their  marks  on 
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our  present  landscape  in  abandoned  channels  whick  have  been 
studied  out  with  patience  and  mapped  with  faithful  accuracy  for 
the  State  Geological  Survey  by  that  distinguished  student  of 
glacial  geology  in  'New  York,  Dr.  H.  L.  Tairchild  of  Eochester. 

This  region  to  the  east  and  to  the  west  of  Jamesville  is  the 
place  where  these  past  activities  of  our  ancient  waterways  have 
left  their  finest  record.  Although  these  rivers  have  passed  away, 
the  records  there  left  of  their  activities  and  of  a  condition  in 
central  New  York  so  utterly  unlike  that  of  the  present,  make 
them  of  surpiassing  interest  and  high  educational  value.  Such 
records  should  not  be  lost.  The  educational  sentiment  of  the 
State  should  not  be  robbed  of  so  instructive  archives  of  our  his- 
tory, but  it  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  preserve  such  areas  against 
the  invasions  of  commerce  and  the  advance  of  industry.  Un- 
fortunately for  such  sentiment  the  limestone  of  these  cliffs  has 
grown  in  these  later  years  of  high  economic  worth  for  the  manu- 
facture of  cement,  and  with  so  large  an  industrial  center  as 
the  City  of  Syracuse  nearby,  the  rock  is  being  rapidly  quarried 
away  on  all  sides.  The  splendid  amphitheaters  about  these  rocks, 
offer  a  particularly  inviting  point  of  attack,  and  already  one  of 
them,  that  lying  to  the  east  of  Jamesville,  has  been  taken  over  for 
conversion  into  cement. 

The  same  danger  menaced  the  Green  Lake  at  the  west,  the 
lake  which  has  come  to  be  known  as  the  "  Jamesville  Lake," 
lying  four  miles  southeast  of  Syracuse  between  the  Seneca  Turn- 
pike on  the  south  and  the  Lackawanna  Railroad  at  the  north.  This 
lake  and  its  surrounding  features  are  the  most  striking  of  all  in 
scenic  beauty  and  clearness  of  structure. 

Happily  for  the  people  of  the  State  and  for  posterity,  senti- 
ment has  stepped  in  and  prevented  the  commercial  conversion 
of  this  property,  and  all  who  are  interested  in  the  preservation 
of  our  notable  natural  monuments  will  learn  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction  that  this  property,  covering  about  75  acres  and  known 
as  the  Weller  farm,  has  now  been  acquired  by  Mrs.  Thompson  at 
a  cost  of  $10,000  and  given  to  the  Regents  of  the  University  in 
trust  for  the  New  York  State  Museum  as  an  outdoors  geological 
exhibit,  and  this  transfer  has  received  the  cordial  support  of  Mr. 
Fred  W.  Archambo,  acting  on  behalf  of  the  ovmer  of  the  property. 


Twentieth  Annual  Report 


261 


The  State  thus  receives  an  extraordinarily  interesting  piece  of 
property  that  will  not  only  increase  in  value  financially  but  still 
more  educationally  and  sentimentally  as  the  years  pass  on. 

The  acquisition  of  this  Clark  Reservation  is  another  evidence 
of  the  effectiveness  of  the  appeals  which  have  been  made  for  some 
years  by  the  State  Geologist  and  Director  of  the  State  Museum, 
i  Dr.  John  M.  Clarke,  for  the  preser^'ation  of  the  natural  monu- 
ments of  the  State  whose  meaning,  though  perhaps  not  expressed 
in  terms  of  present  grandeur,  have  a  high  significance  and  often 
a  romantic  tale  to  tell  of  the  past  history  of  the  State. 

riLLMORE  MOJ^UMENT  IN  SUMllER  HILL 

P  One  of  thfi  sons  of  ISTew  York  State  who  filled  the  highest  office 
in  the  gift  of  the  ISTation  and  whose  memory  has.  too  long  been 
neglected  is  Millard  Fillmore,  who  was  born  in  Summer  Hill, 
Cayngn  County.  On  February  4,  1915,  Hon.  Charles  J.  Hewitt 
introduced  in  the  Senate  and  on  February  15,  Hon.  William 
Whitman  introduced  in  the  Assembly  a  bill  appropriating  $5,000 
for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  monument  in  Summer  Llill,  upon 
a  plot  of  at  least  one  acre,  containing  the  site  of  President  Fill- 
more's birthplace.  The  bill  constitutes  the-  Lieutenant  Grovemor, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Speaker  of 
the  Assembly  a  Commission  to  have  charge  of  the  erection  of  the 
monument.* 

In  a  book  entitled  "  Millard  Fillmore :  Constructive  States- 
man, Defender  of  the  Constitution  and  President  of  the  United 
States,"  just  published  by  William  Elliot  Griffis,  D.  D.,  L.  H.  D., 
of  Ithaca,  the  author  has  set  forth  in  an  effective  way  the  debt 
of  the  State  and  the  Nation  to  Fillmore  as  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature, Congi'essman,  State  Comptroller,  Vice-President  and 
President  of  the  United  States. 


*  The  bill  was  not  reported  by  the  committees  to  which  it  was  referred. 
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EOCK  CITIES  OF  CATTAEAUGUS  AND  CHAUTAUQUA 

COUNTIES 

A  unique  feature  of  the  scenery  of  New  York  State,  the 
knowledge  of  which  is  confined  almost  entirely  to  neighborhood 
residents  and  to  professional  geologists,  is  presented  by  the  so- 
called  Eock  Cities  in  Cattaraugus  and  Chautauqua  Counties. 
Although  Professor  James  Hall  called  attention  to  these  forma- 
tions in  his  report  of  the  survey  of  the  Fourth  Geological  Dis- 
trict (page  285-  et  seq.),  published  in  1843  and  they  have  been 
familiar  to  some  of  our  Trustees  living  in  that  part  of  the  State, 
we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  John  M.  Clarke,  State  Geologist,  for  ini- 
l^ressing  upon  us  the  unique  character  of  these  formations  and 
urging  that  a  suitable  portion  of  them  be  acquired  by  the  State 
for  preservation  and  free  public  enjoyment. 

The  most  interesting  three  groups  of  these  rocks  are  respectively 
near  Olean  and  Ellicottville  in  Cattaraugus  County  and  Panama 
in  Chautauqua  County.  They  consist  chiefly  of  gigantic  weather- 
worn blocks  of  a  coarse,  siliceous  conglomerate,  consisting  of  a 
mixture  of  coarse  sand  and  white  quartz  pebbles,  and  constituting 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Carboniferous  system.  Owing  to  the 
absence  of  the  Old  Eed  Sandstone  this  conglomerate  rests  upon 
the  Chemung  group  and  is  found  only  in  remnants  capping  the 
tops  of  hills  near  the  Pennsylvania  line.  It  has  apparently  been 
much  undermined  and  to  some  extent  thereby  displaced ;  and, 
in  the  process  of  settling  down,  the  rock-caps  have  separated  along 
their  joint  planes  into  huge  quadrangular  blocks,  and  the  inter- 
stices have  been  enlarged  vertically  and  horizontally  by  erosion. 
The  result  has  been  the  creation  of  street-like  passages  between 
them  and  the  carving  of  picturesque  forms,  which  have  led  to 
the  designation  of  the  groups  as  Euined  Cities,  or  Eock  Cities. 
Dr.  Clarke,  in  alluding  to  these  "  cities  "  in  the  Sixty-third  Ee- 
port  of  the  State  Museum  (being  Museum  Bulletin  No.  140, 
issued  in  1910),  says  that  "  it  is  not  generally  known  that  these 
picturesque  exhibits  of  rock  decay  are  entirely  unique  among  the 
scenic  features  of  this  State."  Elsewhere  we  have  the  variety  of 
scenery  produced  by  the  ocean,  the  great  and  small  lakes,  great 
and  small  cataracts,  eroded  gorges,  glens  and  chasms,  ancient 
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mountains,  palisaded  cliffs,  natui'al  bridges  and  subterranean 
cavern;  but  these  Rock  Cities,  says  Dr.  Clarke  "  are  pbenoniena 
of  another  order,  wherein  decomposition  of  the  rock  beds  under 
meteoric  agencies  has  broken  and  gashed  the  rock  beds  into  extra- 
ordinary picturesque  effects." 

About  four  miles  south  of  Glean  there  is  a  tract  of  several  acres 
I  occupied  by  these  rocks.  Some  of  the  blocks  are  sixty  or  seventy 
feet  long  and  thirty  or  forty  feet  wide.  The  elevation  here  is 
about  2,365  feet  above  the  sea  level.  A  tract  of  about  two  acres, 
comprising  an  interesting  part  of  the  Glean  rocks,  is  owned  by 
Mr.  James  H.  Boohaney  of  Four  Mile,  ISTew  York.  He  bought 
it  of  a  family  named  Bucker  not  long  ago  for  oil  territory.  It 
is  held  under  lease  of  the  New  York  &  Pennsylvania  Traction 
Company  as"  a  street  railroad  park  and  is  visited  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  people  annually.  At  one  time  there  was  a  hotel  there  which 
many  people  visited  for  relief  from  hay  fever. 

Another  Rock  City  is  about  seven  miles  southwest  of  Ellicott- 
ville  between  Salamanca  and  Little  Valley,  near  a  hamlet  called 
Elkdale.  There  the  situation  is  similar  to  that  at  Glean.  The 
blocks  are  widely  scattered  on  the  margin  of  a  hill  and  show  a 
regularity  of  arrangement  which  indicates  that  they  remain  in 
nearly  their  original  relative  position,  except  that  the  joints  are 
widened  by  undermining  and  by  erosion.  Fifty  years  ago  this 
was  a  place  of  interest  partly  on  account  of  the  rock  formation 
and  possibly  more  on  account  of  the  breeding  of  elk  there  by  a 
Mr.  Stratton,  who  was  given  to  biological  experimenting.  He 
made  a  collection  of  elk  there  and  bred  them  rather  extensively 
and  studied  and  reported  their  habits.  This  was  a  rather  notable 
experiment  and  was  recently  commented  on  in  one  of  the  bulletins 
of  the  Federal  Agricultural  Department.  Dr.  Charles  M.  Dow, 
of  our  Board  of  Trustees,  says  that  Mr.  Stratton  was  a  friend  of 
his  father's  and  he  occasionally  visited  Mr,  Stratton's  home  when 
he  was  a  young  boy.  Dr.  Dow  remembers  once  that  Mr.  Stratton 
drove  a  team  of  well  broken  elk  around  the  race  track  at  the 
county  fair.  His  breeding  of  elk  there  became  well  known  through 
the  gift  of  some  of  the  animals  to  Queen  Victoria. 

In  Chautauqua  County  there  are  rocks  known  as  the  Panama 
Rocks,  located  about  fourteen  miles  west  from  Jamestown.  These 
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I'oeks  cover  several  acres  and  two  or  tliree  thousand  visitors  go 
there  annually.  The  owner,  Mr.  George  W.  Hubbard,  charges 
ten  cents  admission  to  the  rocks.  In  1913  he  wanted  to  sell  the 
property  but  at  a  prohibitive  price. 

It  would  be  highly  desirable  to  have  one  of  the  most  char- 
acteristic groups  of  these  interesting  rocks  preserved  as  a  speci- 
men of  the  varied  geology  and  scenery  of  the  State,  and  we  trust 
that,  if  the  State  is  unable  to  provide  the  means  for  such  an 
acquisition,  private  generosity  may  do  so. 

NIAGAEA  EALLS 
Federal  Bitvution  Unchanged 

The  story  of  Niagara  Falls-  continues  substantially  unchanged 
from  last  year.  The  Burton  Act,  Avhich  restricted  to  15,600 
cubic  feet  per  second  the  amount  of  water  which  may  be  diverted 
from  the  Niagara  Eiver  above  the  falls,  has  lapsed,  and  on 
March  3,  1915,  Senator  Theodore  E.  Burton,  who  will  always  be 
remembered  with  appreciation  for  his  splendid  championship  of 
the  integrity  of  the  cataract,  retired  from  the  Senate  upon  the 
expiration  of  his  term.  The  naiaximum  volume  of  diversion  is 
now  limited  only  by  treaty,  which  permits  20,000  cubic  feet  to 
be  diverted  if  permits  are  granted. 

On  July  15,  1914,  the  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
reported  favorably  the  Cline  bill,  which  proposed  to  continue  the 
provisions  of  the  Burton  law,  limiting  the  daily  diversion  of  water 
■falls  to  15,600  cubic  feet  per  second  and  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  issue  permits.  It  specified,  however,  that  in  the  event 
of  the  failure  of  the  State  to  regulate  the  concerns  holding  per- 
mits the  Secretary  of  War  must  make  and  enforce  regulations. 
'  The  bill  proposed  also  to  place  importation  from  Canada  of  elec- 
tric power  generated  by  the  diversion  of  water  from  the  Niagara 
River  above  the  falls  on  the  Canadian  side  under  the  regulation 
and  control  of  the  Secretary  of  War  with  a  view  to  preventing 
injury  to  the  scenic  beauties  of  the  falls. 

The  committee  had  had  before  it  a  report  by  Brig.  Gen.  King- 
man, Chief  of  Engineers  of  the  Amiy,  suggesting  that  the  limit 
be  kept  at  15,600  cubic  feet  per  second.    He  explained  that  in 
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view  of  the  euormous  American  commerce  on  Lakes  Superior, 
Michigan,  Huron  and  Erie  Congress  had  provided  St.  Mary's 
Falls  canal,  "  which  handles  more  commerce  than  Suez  and  more 
probably  than  the  Panama  Canal  will  handle  in  a  generation 
that  the  Canadianai  had  a  parallel  canal  'there,  and  that  "  it 
seems  probable  that  American  interests  soon  will  require  a  ship 
canal  from  Lake  Erie  to  Lake  Ontario  on  American  soil." 

At  the  same  time,  Secretary  of  War  Garrison,  also  advocated 
the  restriction  to  15,600  cubic  feet,  but  he  did  not  favor  for- 
bidding electric  power  to  be  imported  from  Canada. 

The  Cline  bill  failed  to  pass. 

Bills  to  Repeal  Niagara  Charters 

On  January  13,  1915,  Hon.  Joseph  D.  Kelly  of  ISTew  York, 
introduced  in  the  Assembly  the  following  bills  :* 

To  repeal  chapter  259  of  the  laws  of  1891  entitled  '^An  act  to 
incorporate  the  Niagara  County  Irrigation  and  Water  Supply 
Company." 

To  repeal  chapter  707  of  the  laws  of  1893  entitled  "An  act  to 
incorporate  the  Model  Town  Company,  to  define  its  rights,  powers 
and  privileges,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  acts  amendatory 
thereof. 

To  repeal  section  10  of  chapter  722  of  the  laws  of  1894  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorporate  the  iSTiagara,  Lockport  &  Ontario  Power 
Company,"  relating  to  the  powers  of  the  company  in  the  diversion, 
use  and  disposal  of  water  from  ISTiagara  River. 

To  repeal  chapter  539  of  the  laws  of  1902  entitled  "An  act  to 
incorporate  the  Lower  JSTiagara  River  Power  &  Water  Supply 
Company." 

Bill  for  a  Power  House  Under  the  American  Fall 

On  February  17,  1915,  a  bill  was  again  introduced  in  the  Sen- 
ate to  grant  A.  F.  Eells  and  associates  the  right  to  build  a  power 
house  under  the  American  Fall,  and  to  divert  the  water  from  the 
American  channel  during  its  construction.    Our  Society  is  de- 


*  None  of  these  bills  was  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Conunittee  to  which 
they  were  referred. 
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cidedly  opposed  to  this  proposition  and  cannot  conceive  tliat  it 
will  receive  tlie  appropriation  of  the  Legislature. 

Constitutional  Convention 

In  view  of  the  approach  of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  and 
the  probability  that  the  protection  of  JSTiagara  Falls  from  deple- 
tion will  form  the  subject  of  discussion  in  that  body,  we  have 
recently  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Convention  a  copy  of  a  book 
of  202  pages  entitled  "  The  State  Reservation  at  Niagara :  A 
History  by  one  of  our  Trustees,  Dr.  Charles  M.  Dow.  Dr. 
Dow  was  a  Commissioner  of  the  Reservation  from  1898  to  1914, 
and  was  President  of  the  Commission  from  1903  to  1914.  He 
succeeded  to  the  Presidency  of  that  Commission  up.on  the  death 
of  Andrew  H.  Green,  who  was  the  founder  of  this  Society.  Dr. 
Dow  had  special  facilities  for  preparing  a  valuable  history  of  the 
Reservation,  and  we  believe  that  his  book  will  be  of  material  as- 
sistance to  the  Constitutional  Convention,  of  which  he  is  a 
member. 

PUBLIC  RESERVATION'S  IN  NEW  ENGLAND 

At  pages  170-181  of  volume  XIII  of  Appalachia,  published 
in  October,  1914,  Mr.  Allen  Chamberlain  presents  an  interesting 
and  valuable  classified  list  of  public  reservations  in  New  Eng- 
land. It  gives  the  reservation  name,  location,  acreage,  manner 
of  acquisition,  date  of  acquisition,  manner  of  management  and 
characteristic  features  of  each  pToperty  mentioned  in  the  list. 
Limitations  of  space  prevent  the  reproduction  of  this  list,  and 
this  mention  is  made  for  convenience  of  reference  by  those  inter- 


ested  in  the  subject. 

The  tables  may  be  summarized. 

however, 

as  follows : 

Number  of 

Total 

State. 

reservations. 

acreage. 

  3 

4,103 

  27 

16,228 

  8 

4,825 

  33 

27,686 

  17 

849 

  6 

2,742 
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These  reservations  are  of  all  kinds,  including  mountains,  for- 
ests, brooks,  ocean  beaches,  meadows,  ancient  burial  places,  battle- 
fields, botanical  reserves,  parlvways,  etc.,  etc.  Many  have  been 
donated,  others  purchased  by  private  subscription,  and  still  others 
purchased  by  the  States.  The  list  is  well  worth  studying,  and  is 
an  encouraging  evidence  of  the  progress  of  the  scenic  and  historic 
conservation  in  the  ISTew  England  States. 

LO^sTGFELLOWS  BIRTHPLACE  m  PORTLAND,  ME., 

PRESERVED 

The  house  in  Portland,  Me.,  in  which  Henry  Wadsworth  Long- 
fellow was  born  February  27,  1807,  was  dedicated  as  a  public 
monument  on  October  9,  1914,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Inter- 
national Longfellow  Society.  The  birthplace  of  the  poet,  which 
for  many  years  had  been  used  as  a  tenement,  was  purchased  by 
the  Society  and  has  been  restored  as  nearly  as  possible  to  its 
original  condition. 

AXCIElsTT  RIGHTS  01^  MOUNT  MONADNOCK,  N.  H. 

1^  Public  attention  has  recently  been  called  by  Mr.  Allen  Cham- 
I  berlain  to  the  unusual  fight  being  made  by  the  Society  for  the 
Protection  of  New  Hampshire  Forests  to  re-establish  public  com- 
i  mou  rights  to  a  tract  of  1,000  acres  in  the  towns  of  Dublin  and 
Jafl'rey,  N.  H.,  on  top  of  Mount  Monadnock.  The  task  under- 
taken is  akin  to  that  of  the  Commons  Preservation  Society  men- 
tioned in  our  last  Report  at  page  304. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  says  that  thirty  years  ago  the  town  of  J affrey 
bought  the  title  to  200  acres  on  the  mountain's  crest,  and  much 
more  recently  the  people  of  that  town,  aided  by  their  summer 
visitors,  bought  600  acres  adjoining  the  town's  land,  and  turned 
the  title  over  to  the  State.  The  land  that  the  Society  is  now  seek- 
ing to  acquire  abuts  upon  these  places  at  the  top  of  the  mountain, 
and  lies  over  the  crest  on  the  north,  or  Dublin  side.  It  embraces 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  sections  of  the  old  mountain,  including 
the  rocky  side  and  the  timbered  slopes  of  the  great  northeast 
shoulder. 
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The  particular  object  of  the  present  effort  is  to  re-establish 
the  "  common  right "  in  this  tract.  It  is  claimed  that  the  title 
to  the  lands  in  question,  under  the  British  regime  of  colonial 
days,  ran  in  undivided  form  to  the  individual  settlers  who  owned 
the  adjacent  valley  farms;  that  the  common  right  of  these  indi- 
viduals did  not  pass  with  title  to  th^ir  farms  unless  so  specifically 
stated  in  the  deed,  but  remained  with  those  original  proprietors, 
their  heirs  and  assigns  forever.  The  tract  is  now  threatened  with 
devastation  by  Imubermen,  who  claimed  to  have  derived  title  by 
some  indefinite  quitclaim  or  through  squatter  sovereignty,  and  the 
forestry  association  is  trying  to  save  the  forests  by  re-establishing 
the  old  common  rights. 

PIEECE  MONUME^^T  IN"  CONCOED,  N.  H. 

With  the  desire  expressed  in  our  recent  Reports  to  make  a 
record  of  Presidential  landmarks,  we  note  with  pleasure  the  dedi- 
cation of  a  monument  to  Eranklin  Pierce  in  Concord,  JST.  H.,  on 
November  25,  1914.  The  statue,  designed  by  Augustus  Luke- 
man  of  JSFew  York,  is  bTonze,  and  stands  on  a  granite  base  with  an 
inlaid  bronze  border  of  laurel  leaves.  It  shows  President  Pierce 
in  civilian  garb  with  the  exception  of  a  military  cloak,  hinting 
at  his  service  in  the  Mexican  War.  The  monument  was  erected' 
by  the  State  at  an  expense  of  $15,000.  Pierce  was  ISTew  Hamp- 
shire's only  Presidential  son. 

GIFT  OE  A  VERMOi^T  FOREST  PRESERVE 

By  the  will  of  Mr.  Joseph  Battell,  late  of  Middlebury,  Vermont, 
portions  of  the  Green  Mountain  forests  aggregating  between 
20,000  and  30,000  acres  will  be  preserved  for  public  purposes 
under  the  .administration  of  the  United  States  Government,  the 
State  of  Vermont,  Middlebury  College  and  the  town  of  Middl&- 
bury.  The  State  has  already  come  into  possession  of  its  portion, 
Mr.  Battell  having  deeded  the  mountain  known  as  Camel's  Hump, 
which  he  preferred  to  call  Mount  Ethan  Allen,  to  the  State  during 
the  administration  of  Governor  John  A.  Mead.  The  will  shows 
that  this  purpose  had  long  been  in  Mr.  Battell's  mind. 
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To  the  United  States  Government  is  bequeatlied  Ellen's  Moun- 
tain, locally  known  as  Potato  Hill,  in  the  towns  of  Lincoln  and 
Warren.  This  mountain,  3,986  feet  high,  is  heavily  wooded 
and  is  in  the  midst  of  the  wildest  scenery  yet  remaining  in  the 
State  of  Vermont.  The  bequest  is  made  in  the  hope  that  the 
Government  "  will  not  allow  my  desire  to  preserve  considerable 
tracts  of  mountain  forests  (from  which  Vermont  derived  her 
name)  in  their  original  and  primeval  condition  to  be  defeated  by 
cutting  of  trees  on  said  lands  or  otherwise."  The  devise  is  said 
to  be  "  for  a  national  park,  provided,  however,  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  construct  and  maintain  suitable  roads  and  .buildings 
upon  the  same  for  use  and  accommodation  of  visitors  to  said  park 
and  shall  employ  suitable  caretakers  to  the  end  and  purpose  that 
this  woodlaBid  shall  be  properly  cared  for  and  preserved  so  far 
as  possible  in  its  primitive  beauty." 

To  the  town  of  Middlebui-y  is  devised  an  extensive  tract  on  an 
eminence  close  by  the  village,  known  as  Chipman  Hill.  This  hill 
is  interesting  geologically  as  an  imusually  large  terminal  moraine, 
and  is  covered  with  a  very  heavy  growth  of  pine. 

To  Middebury  College  is  especially  bequeathed  an  extensive 
tract  in  the  towus  of  Middlebury,  Ripton,  and  Hancock,  includiiLg 
views  of  which  the  testator  was  especially  fond  along  the  gorge 
leading  to  his  hostelry  known,  as  Bread  Loaf  Inn,  and  also  along 
the  romantic  highway  leading  eastward  down  the  Green  Moun- 
tains to  the  town  of  Hancock;  also  an  extensive  tract  of  primeval 
forest,  chiefly  in  the  town  of  Hancock,  from  a  view-point  which 
especially  appealed  to  Mr.  Battell  and  which  he  called  Silent 
Cliff. 

The  passages  describing  Mr.  Battell's  object  in  preserving  the 
forests  are  eloquent  in  the  extreme,  partaking  something  of  the 
gTandeur  and  spacious  magnificence  of  the  hills  themselves.  An 
extract  from  the  clause  devising  the  reservation  to  Middlebury 
College  may  be  quoted : 

"  Being  impressed  with  the  evils  attending  the  extensive  de- 
struction of  the  original  mountain  forests  of  our  country,  and 
being  mindful  of  the  benefits  that  will  accrue  to,  and  the  pleas- 
ures that  will  be  enjoyed  by  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Vennont 
and  the  visitors  within  her  borders  from  the  preservation  of  a 
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considerable  tract  of  mountain  forest  in  its  virgin  and  primeval 
state,  and  believing  that  the  popularity  of  Middlebury  College 
will  be  thereby  greatly  enhanced,  I  therefore  give  and  devise  to 
the  President  and  Fellows  of  Middlebury  College  in  trust  forever, 
all  those  portions  of  my  wild  lands  in  Hancock  that  lie  within 
the  following  bounds,  that  is  to  say,  a  line  running  due  east  and 
west  one  hundred  rods  north  of  Silent  Cliff  "  — •  (and  here  follows 
a  description  of  a  territory  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  from  one 
of  the  wildest,  most  majestic  heights  on  the  very  crest  of  the  Green 
Mountain)  — - to  have  and  to  hold  all  said  lands,  with  their 
appurtenances,  to  said  President  and  Fellows  of  Middlebury  Col- 
lege and  their  successors  forever,  in  trust  as  a  park  for  the  benefit 
of  said  Middlebury  College  and  the  students  thereof,  subject  to 
such  reasonable  rules  and  regulations  as  the  trustees  for  the  time 
being  of  said  Middlebury  College  may  make." 

Middlebury  College  is  also  residuary  legatee  of  Mr.  Battell  and 
considerable  portions  of  forest  lands  not  particularly  designated 
will  fall  to  the  institution,  and  also  the  well  known  Bread  Loaf 
Inn  and  business  properties  in  the  town  of  Middlebury.  These 
extensive  holdings  being  located  within  a  few  miles  of  the  college 
present  to  that  institution  a  unique  responsibility  and  opportunity. 

The  Battell  holdings  lie  in  the  heart  of  the  Green  Mountains 
and  include  several  well  known  peaks.  Mr.  Battell  bought  scen- 
ery, rather  than  lumber,  yet  many  of  these  acres  are  covered  with 
valuable  timber.  There  is  a  large  supply  of  hard  wood  which 
has  not  as  yet  been  touched. 

Joseph  Battell  was  born  in  1839  in  the  Green  Mountain  village 
he  has  so  largely  benefited.  Over  forty  years  ago  he  began  to 
receive  a  considerable  annual  income  from  a  trust  estate  and 
invested  the  proceeds  in  mountain  land.  He  was  laughed  at  then 
and  for  many  years,  especially  as  he  would  not  allow  lumbering 
on  the  property,  but  he  would  not  be  dissuaded,  but  rather  con- 
tinued to  buy  lot  after  lot  and  farm  after  farm,  paying  in  most 
cases  only  very  small  prices.  The  results  have  of  course  ratified 
his  business  judgment. 

In  the  midst  of  this  vast  estate  he  conducted  a  unique  summer 
hotel,  admitting  only  people  who  could  pass  his  standards  for 
quiet  tastes  and  culture.  He  would  admit  no  one  who  came  by 
automobile,  not  even  to  a  meal.  His  dislike  of  motor  vehicles 
arose  through  his  fondness  for  spirited  Morgan  horses,  which  he 
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used  to  love  to  drive  at  a  rapid  pace  along  the  steep  and  winding 
mountain  roads.  He  possessed  many  of  the  most  famous  Morgans, 
incliiding  Daniel  Lambert  and  Scotland,  the  latter  pronounced 
by  many  the  best  Morgan  horse  now  living.  To  Mr.  Battell  is 
chiefly  due  the  revival  of  interest  in  the  Morgan  horse,  especially 
since  his  gift  of  a  farm  to  the  United  States  for  the  breeding  of 
Morgan  horses,  which  is  being  carried  on  with  great  success  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Mr.  Battell  was  proprietor  of  the  Middlebury  Register  and  the 
publisher  of  a  number  of  books  on  the  Morgan  horse  and  also  on 
certain  scientific  theories  in  which  he  was  at  variance  with  most 
modern  scientists.  A  man  of  large  energy,  intense  conviction, 
and  unique  personality,  he  showed  himself  throughout  his  life 
and  especially  in  the  disposition  of  his  property  a  friend  of  his 
fello^^Tnen,  and  perhaps  it  would  not  be  too  much  to  say  that  he 
was  raised  up  by  Providence  in  an  age  before  Forestry  was 
dreamed  of  to  protect  one  of  the  fairest  regions  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State  for  the  benefit  of  future  generations. 

PRESERVIA^G    THE    SCEi^ERY    OF    THE  MOHAWK 
TRAIL  m  MASSACHUSETTS 

A  fresh  impetus  has  been  given  to  the  protection  of  the  scenic 
beauties  of  Massachusetts  by  a  bill  now  pending  in  the  Legislature 
of  that  commonwealth  for  the  preservation  of  the  natural  scen- 
eries along  the  Mohawk  Trail,  so-called,  in  Berkshire  and  Frank- 
lin Counties.  The  bill  authorizes  the  State  Forest  Commission 
to  take  by  gift,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  land  to  be  known  as  the 
ilohawk  Trail  Reservation,  situated  on  each  side  of  Cold  River 
and  Manning  Brook  and  on  the  sides  of  the  adjoining  hills  and 
mountains,  and  land  adjoining  the  new  highway  recently  built 
by  the  Highway  Commission  over  Florida  Moimtain  and  known 
as  the  Mohawk  Trail,  in  Charlemont,  Savoy,  Clarksburg,  Florida 
and  ^^orth  Adams.  The  land  is  to  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  the  trees  and  slopes  in  the  valley  of  Cold  River  and 
along  Manning  Brook,  preserving  the  roadsides  and  the  views  on 
the  top  of  Florida  Mountain  and  across  the  mountain  and  the 
slopes  and  views  on  the  jSTorth  Adams  side  of  the  mountain,  so 
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tliat  the  natural  scenery  will  be  preserved  and  improved.  Any 
portion  of  the  land  may  be  used  for  forestry  purposes  where  such 
use  does  not  unduly  obstruct  the  natural  views.  The  bill  is  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Haxbors  and  Public  Lands  at  the  date  of 
this  Report. 

CONNECTICUT  STATE  PARKS 

An  event  of  note  in  connection  with  the  development  of  the 
State  parks  in  the  United  States  is  the  First  Annual  Report  of  j 
the  Connecticut  State  Park  Commissioners  which  was  presented 
to  the  Legislature  of  that  State  on  ISTovember  30,  1914.  It  gave 
our  Society  pleasure  to  co-operate  with  the  Commission  to  the 
extent  of  giving  it  information  as  to  the  theory  and  practice  of 
appropriating  public  moneys  for  scenic  and  historic  reservations 
in  this  country  and  examples  by  way  of  illustration. 

In  the  admirable  though  brief  report  of  the  Connecticut  Com- 
mission, we  are  able  to  see  the  formulation  of  a  system  of  Stat© 
Parks  in  its  initial  stages,  and  its  development  will  be  followed 
with  great  interest,  not  only  by  New  York  State,  but  also  by  other 
States  which  are  desirous  of  establishing  a  similar  system. 

As  stated  on  page  266  preceding,  Connecticut  already  has  a 
half-a-dozen  State  parks.  The  Israel  Putnam  Memorial  Camp 
Ground  in  Redding,  comprising  102  acres,  was  established  in 
1887  by  gift  and  purchase.  In  1902,  the  Federal  government 
ceded  to  the  State  14  acres  in  Groton  including  the  ruins  of  Fort 
Griswold,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  These  two  are  managed  by 
the  State  Park  Commissioners.  Then  there  are  four  forest  parks 
under  the  management  of  the  State  Forester,  namely,  Portland 
Forest  of  1,170  acres  in  Portland  and  Chatham,  acquired  in  1903 
and  1914 ;  Union  Forest  of  288  acres  in  Union,  acquired  in  1905 
Cornwall  Forest  of  1,000  acres  in  Cornwall  and  Canaan,  acquired 
in  1912  and  1913 ;  and  Mount  Tom  Park  of  170  acres  in  Morris 
and  Washington,  acquired  in  1912.  The  first  three  of  these  for- 
est parks  were  bought  by  the  State  and  Mount  Tom  Park  was 
donated. 

In  1911,  the  Legislature  authorized  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mission to  investigate  the  subject  of  State  parks,  and  its  report 
of  50  pages  was  followed  in  1913  by  an  act  creating  the  present 
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"  State  Park  Commission."  The  Commission  consists  of  the  fol- 
lowing named  gentlemen:  Messrs.  Edward  E.  Bradley  of  'New 
Haven,  President ;  Edward  II.  Wilkins  of  Middletown,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer;  John  E.  Calhoun  of  Cornwall,  John  0.  Fox  of 
Putnam,  Herman  H.  Chapman  of  ISTew  Haven,  Lucius  F.  Eobin- 
son  of  Hartford,  and  Walter  O.  Filley  of  ISTew  Haven, —  the  latter 
being  State  Forester  and  member  of  the  Commission  ex-officio. 

The  Commission's  first  report,  prepared  by  Field  Secretary 
Albert  M.  Turner,  is  a  concentrated  review,  first  of  the  ethics  of 
State  parks,  and  secondly  of  the  opportunities  for  the  practical 
application  of  the  ethics  to  the  physical  field  of  Connecticut. 
The  territory  of  the  State  has  been  reconnoitered  systematically 
and  the  Commissioners  recommend  the  acquisition  of  five  sites 
including  about  13  miles  of  shore  front  on  Long  Island  Sound; 
17  fresh  water  lakes ;  certain  attractive  features  of  riparian  scen- 
ery; and  li  hills  and  mountain  tops. 

We  offer  the  Connecticut  State  Park  Commission  our  felicita- 
tions on  its  promising  beginning,  and  hope  that  the  Connecticut 
Legislature  will  respond  to  its  recommendations  with  the  same 
public  spirit  which  has  been  shown  by  the  Legislature  of  ISTew 
York. 

LOSS  OF  PII^E  ROCK  CAVE,  NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 

What  may  be  called  the  extravagance  of  procrastination,  and 
the  loss  to  the  pubKc  consequent  upon  neglect  to  take  advantage 
of  early  opportunities,  have  frequently  been  dwelt  upon  in  our 
Reports  and  are  emphasized  in  the  report  of  the  Connecticut 
State  Park  Commissioners  above  mentioned.  A  striking  illus- 
tration of  the  irreparable  loss-  to  the  State  of  Connecticut  in  con- 
sequence of  lack  of  appreciation  of  opportunities  when  presented 
is  given  in  a  paper  entitled  "  The  Passing  of  a  Connecticut  Rock 
Shelter by  Prof.  George  Grant  MacCurdy,  Curator  of  the 
Anthropological  Section  of  the  Peabody  Museum  of  Natural  His- 
tory at  Yale  University,  which  appeared  in  the  American  Journal 
of  Science  in  December,  1914,  and  which,  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
author  and  the  Journal  we  reprint  in  Appendix  E.  This  Rock 
Shelter,  also  called  Frye's  Cave,  at  Pine  Rock,  possessed  great 
geological,  archaeological,  historical  and  scenic  interest,  and  was 
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included  by  Messrs.  Cass  Gilbert  and  Frederick  Law  Olmsted 
in  their  plans  for  ISTew  Haven's  park  system.  Only  a  few  years 
ago  this  extraordinarily  interesting  property  was  offered  to  the 
City  for  the  comparatively  insignificant  sum  of  $3,000.  It  was 
not  purchased,  however,  and  in  consequence  of  neglect,  has  been 
robbed  of  its  archaeological  value  by  the  unsystematic  spoliation 
of  its  deposits,  and  has  lost  its  distinctive  physical  features  by 
rock  decay  and  crumbling  away.  Thus  the  City  has  lost  forever 
a  genuine  rock  shelter,  inhabited  for  a  long  period  by  the  abor- 
igines, which,  as  a  permanent  exhibit  in  a  City  park,  as  an  annex 
to  the  Museum,  would  have  given  to  New  Haven  as  a  City,  and 
to  Yale  as  a  University,  a  distinction  unique  in  municipal  and 
university  annals.    (See  plates  67-71.) 

THE  JOHNSOi^  MAIsTSIOAT  11^  PERTH  AMBOY,  K  J. 

During  the  past  few  months  the  Society  has  been  lending  its 
encouragement  to  the  proposal  to  create  a  public  park  in  Perth 
Amboy,  J.,  to  include  the  land  and  an  old  Colonial  house 
owned  by  the  Johnson  family  and  situated  on  a  bluff  overlooking 
Raritan  Bay,  Mr.  L.  Austin  Johnson  of  JSTew  York  has  shovra 
to  us  old  parchments  and  other  data  . indicating  that  the  house  was 
built  in  1685. 

There  are  two  distinct  aspects  of  this  subject,  both  of  which 
should  appeal  to  the  people  of  Perth  Amboy. 

The  first  is  the  value  and  the  duty  of  preserving  ancient  land- 
marks. An  old  building  with  an  honorable  record  serves  as  the 
outward  and  visible  sign  of  the  history  and  traditions  of  the  com- 
mimity  in  which  it  stands.  It  serves,  in  itself  and  in  what  it 
recalls,  to  keep  alive  the  inspiring  memories  of  the  events  of  past 
generations ;  and  that  is  a  very  important  thing  to  do  in  any  city 
which  does  not  want  to  run  down.  Civic  pride  is  just  as  neces- 
sary to  a  city  as  personal  pride  to  an  individual.  A  man  who  is 
properly  proud  of  his  personal  record  has  a  stimulus  to  live  up 
to  that  record ;  and  a  city  with  proud  traditions  like  Perth  Amboy 
has  a  stimulus  to  live  up  to  those  traditions.  Precedent  and  tra- 
dition are  more  powerful  than  the  written  law,  and  the  cultivation 
of  respect  for  good  precedent  and  tradition  is  a  high  civic  duty. 
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It  is  as  true  and  necessary  a  form  of  patriotism  as  fighting  for 
the  flag. 

The  second  aspect  of  the  subject  is  this:  Public  parks  are 
among  the  most  democratic  institutions  in  our  cities;  and  this 
is  especially  the  case  when,  as  with  Perth  Amboy,  there  is  a 
magnificent  prospect  out  over  the  water.  Wealthy  individuals 
and  corporations  are  able  to  acquire,  for  private  enjoyment  or 
coromercial  profit,  the  water-front  and  water-view  properties,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  poorer  citizens;  but  the  public  park  helps  to 
put  the  poor  people  and  the  rich  people  on  an  equality  of  privilege. 
If  it  were  not  for  the  waterside  parks  and  reservations  in  New 
Jersey  and  New  York,  the  public  of  these  two  States  could  not 
have  access  to  the  beauties  and  pleasures  of  river,  bay  and  ocean 
without  trespassing  upon  the  property  of  some  railroad  or  other 
corporation  or  some  fortunate  private  owner. 

Perth  Amboy  appears  to  have  an  opportunity  which  ought  to 
be  availed  of. 

EROSION  OF  NEW  JERSEY  SHORE 

During  the  past  year  the  ocean  has  made  fresh  inroads  on  the 
New  Jersey  shore,  and  on  February  23,  1915,  the  New  Jersey 
Harbor  Commission  presented  a  report  to  the  New  Jersey  Senate 
recommending  an  appropriation  of  $35,000  for  a  general  survey 
of  the  New  Jersey  coast,  as  a  basis  for  an  intelligent  plan  for  the 
preservation  of  the  beaches.  Storms  and  tidal  waves  have  caused 
enormous  loss  to  property  ownei's  along  the  ocean  front  in  recent 
years,  and  the  State  realizes  that  it  must  take  up  the  subject  in  a 
large  and  scientific  way  for  self  protection. 

In  addition  to  the  material  loss  sustained  in  these  marine  in- 
roads, the  subject  has  important  scenic  and  historic  phases.  The 
effect  of  wave-erosion  on  sea-coast  scenery  was  referred  to  in  our 
last  Report  in  connection  with  the  effect  of  the  storm  at  Seabright. 
The  changing  of  the  seacost  also  affects  the  study  of  the  history 
of  early  navigations.  If  the  subject  of  Henry  Hudson's  route 
and  anchorages,  as  he  passed  up  the  New  Jersey  shore  and  explored 
the  Hudson  River,  is  to  be  pursued,  as  suggested  in  our  Report 
for  1910,  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  governing  the  changes  in  the 
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Jersey  coast  is  necessary  to  a  correct  determination  of  tlie  land- 
marks mentioned  in  Jiiet's  journal  of  Hudson's  voyage.  The  im- 
portance of  this  subject,  in  its  bearing  on  seacoast  landmarks,  is 
indicated  in  the  following  extracts  from  a  recent  survey  of  the 
coast  at  Seab  right  by  the  District  Engineer  of  the  United  States 
government.  The  survey  was  made  with  reference  to  the  access 
to  the  government  reservation  at  Sandy  Hook.    The  report  says  : 

"  The  Shrewsbury  River  emptied  into  the  ocean  about  where 
Seabright  now  is  in  1777,  and  in  1810  a  sandspit  had  extended 
northerly  from  the  south  of  the  Shrewsbury  River  and  had  con- 
nected up  to  Sandy  Hook,  which  previous  to  that  time  had  been 
connected  to  the  mainland  of  the  Highlands.  The  Shrewsbury 
and  ISTavesink  Rivers  no  longer  emptied  directly  into  the  ocean, 
but  were  carried  northerly  and  emptied  into  Sandy  Hook  Bay 
west  of  Sandy  Hook. 

"  The  maps  show  that  an  inlet  to  the  Shrewsbury  River  at 
about  Seabright  opened  again  in  1830  and  that  this  inlet  closed 
again  in  1848.  Since  that  time,  although  high  tides  and  storms 
have  covered  the  bar  at  Seabright  and  joined  the  ocean  with  the 
Shrewsbury  River,  there  has  been  no  inlet  opened,  except  in  1897, 
when  an  inlet  opened  for  a  short  time,  and  did  a  great  deal  of 
damage  to  the  navigable  channels  of  the  Shrewsbury  River. 
During  the  last  few  years  it  appears  that  the  forces  of  nature  are 
again,  at  work  to  reopen  the  Shrewsbury  River  inlet. 

It  is  well  known  that  on  the  North  Jersey  coast  the  drift  of  the 
sand  is  toward  the  north,  toward  the  entrance  of  !N^ew  York  Bay, 
and  that  on  the  South  Jersey  coast,  the  drift  is  toward  the  south, 
toward  the  entrance  to  Delaware  Bay.  Within  the  past  century 
the  number  of  openings  or  inlets  on  the  New  Jersey  coast  has 
been  reduced  from  thirty-two  to  twelve,  and  changes  have  been 
going  on  from  time  to  time  at  each  of  these  inlets." 

MONUMENT  TO  JOHN  WESLEY  POWELL  AT  ARLING- 
TON, VA. 

In  19 14-,  the-  monument  to  John  Wesley  Powell,  the  soldier, 
explorer  and  scientist,  in  the  National  Cemetery  at  Arlingion, 
Va.,  was  completed.  Powell's  fame  as  an  explorer  rests  in  large 
measure  upon  his  phenomenal  voyages  through  the  Grrand  Canyon 
of  the  Colorado  River.  The  Arlington  monument  was  erected 
by  the  contributions  of  200  subscribers,  including  the  President 
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of  this  Society.  It  is  of  granite  and  bears  a  bronze  niedallion  por- 
trait of  Major  Powell,  aoid  tbis  inscription : 

(Front) 
1834  1902 
JOHN  WESLEY  POWELL 

Soldier 
Explorer  Scientist 

(Back) 

Second  Lieutenant  20th  Illinois  Infantry, 
June  13,  1861. 
Captain  2nd  Illinois  Light  Artillery 
December  11,  1861. 
Major  May  29,  1864. 
Honorably  Discharged  January  4,  1865. 

Tbe  monument  was  designed  gratuitously  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Mar- 
shall, architect,  of  Washinglion,  D.  C.  The  bronze  medallion  was 
modeled  by  ]\Iiss  Leila  Usher.  Prof.  W.  H.  Holmes  of  the  United 
States  ISTational  Museum  was  Chairman  of  the  monument  com- 
mittee.   The  monument  cost  about  $1,400.    (See  plate  72.) 

A  tablet  to  the  memory  of  Powell  and  his  fellow  explorers,  at 
the  Grand  Canyon,  Arizona,  is  mentioned  on  page  286  following. 

OWXEE  OF  MONTICELLO  OPFEES  TO  PART  WITH 

THE  PROPERTY 

In  Appendix  E  of  our  last  Report  we  gave  an  extended  descrip- 
tion of  Monticello,  the  home  of  President  Jefferson,  in  Virginia, 
and  the  reasons  why  the  owner,  Hon.  Jefferson  M.  Levy,  Member 
of  Congress  from  IsTew  York,  was  unwilling  to  sell  it  to  the  ISTation. 
Last  fall,  the  situation  in  regard  to  this  interesting  landmark 
underwent  a  radical  change  when  Hon.  William  J.  Bryan,  United 
States  Secretary  of  State,  wrote  to  Mr.  Levy  asking  him  to  con- 
sent to  sell  the  property  to  the  government.  In  continuation  of 
the  history  of  this  subject,  we  subjoin  the  following  letter  from 
Mr.  Levy  to  Secretary  Bryan  and  the  latter's  acknowledgment : 

Hon.  William  Jennings  Bryan^ 

Secretary  of  State, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

My  dear  Mr.  Secretary. —  I  confess  to  you  that  your  letter 
urging  me  to  sell  Monticello  to  the  Government  has  very  much 
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unsettled  a  determination  not  to  part  with  it  wliicli  I  thought 
was  unalterable. 

Your  suggestion  that  its  acquisition  at  this  time  "  would  com- 
memorate the  great  Democratic  Administration  of  President  Wil- 
son, which  is  being  conducted  on  Jeffersonian  principles,  and 
would  now  be  more  opportune  because  the  President  is  by  birth 
a  Virginian "  constrains  me  to  renew  my  consideration  of  the 
whole  matter. 

When  I  couple  with  this  the  great  public  interest  which  has 
been  manifested,  I  am  convinced  that  I  must  put  aside  my  feel- 
ings and  yield  to  the  national  demand,  and  mal^e  what  to  me  is 
the  supreme  sacrifice  of  lifelong  association. 

You,  my  dear  Sir,  since  you  first  broached  this  subject,  several 
years  ago,  have  been  fully  aware  that  Monticello  was  to  me  all 
and  more  than  it  could  ever  be  to  the  most  patriotic  American 
citizen  and  lover  of  the  name  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  for  you  have 
known  that  its  every  nook  and  cranny,  hill,  spring,  and  tree  be- 
longed, through  years  of  tenderest  recollection,  to  the  inner  circles 
of  my  life. 

When  I  came  into  possession  of  the  218  acres,  all  that  was  left 
of  Monticello,  I  determined  to  reunite  the  several  parts  as  owned 
by  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  so  I  have  by  purchase,  from  time  to 
time,  now  restored  it  to  the  original  area  of  over  700  acres. 

Upon  it  I  have  poured  out  from  the  cup  of  my  greatest  devo- 
tion in  no  unstinted  manner,  and,  as  the  expenditure  was  my  own, 
I  spared  no  reasonable  sum  to  adorn  it,  the  amount  of  which  is  so 
large  that  I  hesitate  to  mention  it. 

I  have  always  abhorred  the  thought  of  Monticello  becoming  a 
mere  museum.  I  have  maintained  it  as  a  home  — -  the  home  of 
Thomas  Jefferson  —  and  if  I  am  to  part  with  it  I  should  like 
that  thought  to  be  retained.  Make  it  the  home  —  the  Virginian 
home  —  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  and  maintain  it 
for  their  occasional  occupancy,  and  I  would  be  content. 

And  so,  Mr.  Secretary,  I  bow  to  your  wishes  and  those  of  the 
American  people.  For  this  property,  for  which  I  was  offered 
and  upon  which  I  have  expended  a  million  dollars,  I  designate 
a  price  of  $500,000,  which  will  make  me  more  than  half  donor 
of  Monticello,  and  thus  consummate  the  people's  will. 

I  await  your  further  pleasure. 

Sincerely, 

Jefferson  M.  Levy. 

Oct.  5,  1914. 
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Secretary  Byran  acknowledged  tlie  foregoing  as  follows : 

The  Hon.  Jeffekson  M.  Levy^ 

House  of  Representatives, 

L  WasHington,  D.  C. 

PFMy  dear  Mr.  Levy. —  I  am  just  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  this 
date  and  hasten  to  tell  you  how  gTatified  I  am  that  you  have  ex- 
pressed yourself  as  willing  to  make  the  i:)ersonal  sacrifice  called 
for  in  the  sale  of  Monticello  to  the  Government. 

I  can  imderstand  the  attachment  which  you  feel  for  the  place, 
with  which  your  family  name  has  so  long  been  associated,  and  in 
which  you  yourself  have  taken  so  deep  an  interest,  but  I  am  sure 
that  axiy  pangs  that  parting  with  it  may  cause  you  will  be  healed 
by  the  satisfaction  it  will  give  you  to  know  that  during  all  the 
years  to  come  Monticello  will  remain  in  the  possession  of  the 
Government,  more  and  more  prized  as  the  name  and  fame  of  the 
great  statesman  increases  among  men. 

Allow  me  to  express  my  personal  appreciation  of  your  willing- 
ness to  have  the  purchase  made  at  this  time,  when  the  President, 
the  Senate,  and  the  House  will  all  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  to 
be  connected  with  the  transfer.  I  hope  that  Congress  will  take 
early  and  favorable  action  in  the  matter. 

Yours  very  truly, 

W.  J.  Beyan. 

At  present  writing.  Congress  has  not  availed  itself  of  the 
opportunity  to  purchase  Monticello. 

OLDEST  A:MERICAi^  COURT  HOUSE  AT  EASTVILLE, 

VA. 

In  the  spring  and  summer  of  1914  we  called  public  attention  to 
the  efforts  of  a  group  of  patriotic  women  in  Virginia  to  preserve 
what  is  believed  to  be  the  oldest  court  house  in  the  United  States, 
and  asked  that  their  work  might  be  supported.  Mrs.  William 
Bullitt  Fitzhugh  of  Hacliipongo,  Va.,  is  Directress  of  Debedeavon 
Branch  of  the  Association  for  the  Preservation  of  Virginia  An- 
tiquities, which  has  undertaken  the  work.  The  women  need  about 
$1,100  more  to  consummate  their  plan.  This  interesting  build- 
ing is  located  at  Eastville,  the  county  seat  of  jSTorthampton  county, 
Va.  ISTot  long  ago,  the  County  Supervisors  ordered  it  to  be  torn 
down,  but  consented  to  turn  it  over  to  the  Debedeavon  Branch  if 
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they  would  remove  it.  The  building  has  been  removed,  but  it 
must  be  restored.  The  restoration  includes  closing  in  the  front 
of  the  biiilding  (which  has  been  used  as  a  store),  adjusting  the 
doors  and  windows,  replastering  the  walls,  repairing  the  jury  loft, 
judges'  bench,  railing,  stairs,  etc.  The  old  ISTorthampton  County 
court  house  is  a  beautiful  specimen  of  colonial  architecture,  built 
of  brick,  laid  up  in  Flemish  bond.  It  is  not  claimed  tliat  this 
is  the  first  court  house,  but  that  it  is  the  oldest  court  house  in  the 
United  States,  having  been  built  in  1680.  As  such,  it  will  appeal 
particularly  to  the  interest  of  the  legal  profession.  J.  C.  Wise, 
in  his  Early  History  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  says  that 
the  court  house  cost  7127  pounds  of  tobacco  and  was  erected  in 
1680  on  the  land  of  Col.  William  Kendall,  who  gave  300  pounds 
of  tobacco  toward  the  expense  of  the  building.  The  specifications 
required  it  to  be  18  feet  by  25  feet  in  size,  with  a  chimney  on  the 
outside.  Over  a  century  ago,  it  was  leased  to  a  Mr.  Nottingham 
for  a  dollar  a  year  on  condition  that  he  would  put  a  new  roof  on 
it,  and  the  lease  was  to  last  as  long  as  the  roof  lasted  and  the  rent 
was  paid,  so  Mr.  i^ottingham  soaked  his  shingles  in  linseed  oil  to 
prolong  the  lease.  The  building  remained  in  possession  of  the 
Nottingham  heirs  until  1913  when  the  county  bought  back  the 
property  for  $4,000.  The  Supervisors  were  about  to  demolish 
the  building  in  order  that  the  land  might  otherwise  be  used  when 
the  women  came  to  the  rescue. 

J.  Q.  A.  WARD  MEMORIAL  IN  URBANA,  0. 

On  June  29,  1914,  this  Society  was  represented  by  Mr.  Charles 
R.  Lamb,  the  artist  of  New  York,  at  the  unveiling  of  a  memorial 
at  the  grave  of  the  sculptor  J.  Q.  A.  Ward  in  Oal^dale  Cemetery, 
in  Urbana,  0.  The  date  was  the  84th  anniversary  of  the  birth, 
in  Urbana,  of  him  who  was  long  called  the  Dean  of  American 
Sculpture.  The  memorial  is  a  bronze  replica  of  Ward's  original 
Indian  Hunter  which  adorns  Central  Park,  New  York  City. 

The  propriety  of  this  memorial  lies  not  only  in  its  artistic 
merit  as  a  product  of  Ward's  genius,  but  also  in  the  personal  his- 
tory of  the  sculptor  and  his  family.  His  grandfather.  Colonel 
William  Ward,  a  hundred  years  ago  bought  from  the  Indians 


i 


1^  Twentieth  Annual  Report  281 

the  land  on  wliicli  the  town  of  Urbana  stands  and  laid  out  the 
village.  His  pioneer  ancestry  was  a  race  of  men  who  had  fought 
battles  with  the  Indians ;  the  boy,  Quincy  Ward,  heard  many  tales 
of  those  fights  and  ofter  saw  the  Indians,  learning  much  of  their 
habits  and  customs.  When  he  gTew  to  manhood  he  lived  among 
the  Indians  in  the  Northwest,  studying  their  habits  and  making 
many  wax  sketches. 

Many  beautiful  floral  tributes  were  sent  by  the  leading  art  or- 
ganizations of  the  country  to  be  laid  on  Ward's  grave,  at  the  un- 
veiling of  the  memorial,  and  men  in  all  ranks  of  life  —  states- 
men, painters,  sculptors,  literary  men,  architects,  clergymen  and 
educators  —  sent  letters  to  Mrs.  Ward  expressing  their  profound 
sentiments  concerning  her  husband. 

JSTATIONAL  PAEKS  AiTD  MONUMEA^TS 
Complete  List 

Following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  I^ational  Parks  and  National 
Monuments,  together  with  the  dates  of  their  creation,  their  loca- 

'  tions  and  their  areas.  Those  marked  with  an  asterisk  ('^')  are 
administered  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior ;  those  marked 

I  by  a  dagger  (f)  are  administered  by  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, and  those  marked  with  a  double  dagger  (:{;)  are  maintained 

0  by  the  Department  of  War. 


Date  Name  and  Location  Acres 

1832      *Hot  Springs  Reservation  National  Park,  Arkansas   912 

1872  *Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wyoming,  Idaho,  Montana...  2,142,720 

1890      *Sequoia  National  Park,  California   161,597 

1890       *General  Grant  National  Park,  California   2,536 

1890       '■^Yosemite  National  Park,  California   719,622 

1892      *Casa  Grande  Ruin  Reservation,  Arizona   480 

1899       *Moimt  Rainier  National  Park,  Washington   207,360 

1902      *Platt  National  Park,  Oklahoma   848 

1902  *Crater  Lake  National  Park,  Oregon   159,360 

1903  *Wind  Cave  National  Park,  South  Dakota   10,522 

1904  *Sully's  Hill  National  Park,  North  Dakota   780 

1906      niesa  Verde  National  Park,  Colorado   48,966 

1906       *Devirs  Tower  National  Monument,  Wyoming   1,152 

1906       *j\Iontezuma  Castle  National  Monument,  Arizona   160 

1906  *Petrifled  Forest  National  Monument,  Arizona   25,625 

1908       *E1  Morro  National  Monument,  New  Mexico   160 

i  1907       *Chaco  Canyon  National  Monument,  New  Mexico   20,629 

1907  tCinder  Cone  National  Moniunent,  California   5,120 

.  1907       tLassen  Peak  National  Monument,  California   1,280 

I  1907      tGila  Cliff  Dwellings  National  Monument,  New  Mexico   160 
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Date                      Name  and  Location  Acres 

1907  fTonto  National  Monument,  Arizona   640 

1908  *rJohn  Muir  Woods  National  Monument,  California   295 

1908  tGrand  Canyon  National  Monument,  Arizona   806,400 

190«  *Pinnacles  National  Monument,  California   2,080 

1908  tJewel  Cave  National  Monument,  South  Dakota   1,280 

1908  *Lewis  and  Clark  Cavern  National  Monument,  Montana..  160 

1908  *Tumacacori  National  Monument,  Arizona   10 

1908  tWheeler  National  Monument,  Colorado   300 

1909  tMount  Olympus  National  Monument,  Washington   608,480 

1909  *Navajo  National  Monument,  Arizona   360 

1909  fOregon  Caves  National  Monument,  Oregon   480 

1909  *Mul{untuvsreap  National  Monument,  Utah   15,840 

1909  *Shoshone  Cavern  National  Monument,  Wyoming   210 

1900  *Natural  Bridges  National  Monument,  Utah   2,740 

1909  *Gran  Quivira  National  Monument,  New  Mexico   160 

1910  *Sitka  National  Monument,  Alaska   57 

1910  *Glacier  National  Park,  Montana   981,681 

1910  *Eainbow  Bridge  National  Monument,  Utah   160 

1910  JBig  Hole  Battlefield  National  Monument,  Montana   5 

1911  *Colorado  National  Monument,  Colorado   13,883 

1911  fDevil's  Postpile  National  Monument,  California   800 

1913  JCabrillo  National  Monument,  California   1 

1914  *Papago  Saguaro  National  Monument,  Arizona   2,050 

1915  *Roclcy  Mountain  National  Park,  Colorado   230,000 


Three  or  four  of  the  dates  given  in  the  foregoing  list  differ 
from  those  given  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, ours  being  in  each  case  the  earlier.  The  reason  for  this  is 
that  in  each  case  we  have  given  the  date  of  the  first  proclamation 
or  act,  whereas  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  given  the  date  of 
the  second  or  a  subsequent  proclamation  or  act. 

Papago  Saguaro  National  Monument 

In  the  foregoing  list  will  be  noted  two  additions  since  our  last 
Report.  Papago  Saguaro  National  Monument  was  created  in 
1914.  It  embraces  about  2,050  acres  of  rocky  and  desert  land  in 
Maricopa  County,  Arizona.  Within  this  tract  is  a  splendid  col- 
lection of  characteristic  desert  flora,  including  many  striking  ex- 
amples of  great  cactus  and  other  interesting  species  of  cacti,  as 
well  as  fine  examples  of  the  yucca  palm.  The  monument  is  in- 
teresting ethnographically  and  archaeologically  on  account  of  the 
historic  pictographs  carved  by  the  aborigines  on  the  rocks. 

RocJcy  Mountain  National  Park 

The  newest  I^ational  Park  is  the  Eocky  Mountain  JSTational 
Park,  created  by  Senate  bill  6309,  which  passed  the  House  of 
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Representatives  on  January  18,  1915.  Tliis  park  comprises  about 
230,000  acres  wliicli  is  set  aside  from  one  of  the  National  Forests, 
and  lies  northwest  of  Denver  in  the  Counties  of  Grand,  Boulder 
and  Larimer. 

Congressman  Mann  of  Illinois,  in  speaking  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  said  that  he  had  seen  a  good  deal  of  Colorado  and  he  be- 
lie^'ed  that  the  most  valuable  use  of  a  country  like  that  was  for 
the  preservation  of  its  scenery.  "  I  think,"  he  said,  "  the  time 
will  come,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  very  long  in  the  future,  when 
the  vast  hordes  of  Americans  who  now  go  across  the  Atlantic  to 
see  some  mild  scenery  over  there  will  restrain  their  curiosity  for 
the  other  side  of  the  ocean  and  visit  some  of  the  grand  scenery 
in  this  coimtry  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  Rocky  Mountains." 

Number  of  Visitors 

The  number  of  visitors  to  twelve  of  the  leading  National  Parks 
during  the  past  eight  years  is  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, as  follows: 


Name  of  Park 

1907 

190S 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

Yellowstone. . . 

16,414 

19 , 542 

32,545 

19,575 

23,054 

22,970 

24,929 

20,250 

Yosemite  

7,102 

8,850 

13,182 

13,619 

12,530 

10,884 

13,7.35 

15,145 

Sequoia  

900 

1,251 

854 

2,407 

3,114 

2,923 

3 , 823 

4,667 

General  Grant. 

1,100 

1,773 

798 

1,178 

2,160 

2,240 

2,756 

3,735 

Mount  Ranier. 

2,068 

3,511 

5,968 

8,000 

10,306 

8,946 

13,501 

15,0.38 

Mesa  Verde . .  . 

* 

80 

165 

250 

206 

230 

280 

502 

Crater  Lake. .  . 

2,600 

5,275 

4,171 

5,000 

t4,500 

5,235 

6,253 

7,096 

Wind  Cave.. .  . 

2,751 

3,171 

3,216 

3,387 

3,887 

3,199 

3,988 

3 ,  .592 

Piatt  

28,000 

26,000 

25,000 

t25,000 

30,000 

t31,000 

t35,000 

t30,000 

SuUys  Hill  

400 

250 

190 

190 

t200 

t200 

300 

500 

Hot  Springs, . . 

+ 

* 

* 

120,000 

130,000 

135,000 

1135,000 

tl25,U00 

Glacier  

t4,000 

6,257 

12,138 

14,168 

Total 

61,335 

69,703 

86,089 

198,606 

223,957 

229,084 

251,703 

239,693 

*  No  record  kept.  f  Estimate. 


Economic  Value  of  National  Parks 

In  indicating  the  economic  value  of  the  JSTational  Parks,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  says  that  without  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  cost  to  visitors  of  transportation  from  their  homes  to 
the  parks,  a  fair  idea  of  the  economic  value  of  tourist  travel  in 
four  of  the  larger  parks  may  be  obtained  by  consideration  of  the 
financial  reports  of  the  concessionaires,  to  Avit,  the  gross  receipts 
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in  tho  Yellowstone  for  1913  amounted  to  $1,186,811.36  as  com- 
pared with  $1,067,161.34  for  1912  ;.  in  the  Yosemite,  $359,481.45 
for  1913  as  compared  with  $311,444.32  for  1912 ;  in  the  Mount 
Eainier,  $66,942.76  for  1913  as  against  $56,735.93  for  1912; 
and  in  the  Glacier  l^ational  Park,  $161,510.87  for  1913. 

Eruption  of  Lassen  Peak 

The  most  dramatic  history  of  any  of  the  JSTational  Parks  or 
Monuments  during  the  past  year  has  been  that  of  Lassen  Peak, 
which  is  situated  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Shasta  County,  Cal. 
Lassen  Peak  is  one  of  a  series  of  great  volcanic  cones  which  ex- 
tend as  far  as  Mount  Painier,  in  the  State  of  Washington,  and 
the  upbuilding  of  which  has  been  connected  with  the  origin  of 
the  mountain  region  of  the  northwestern  Pacific  coast.  On  May 
29,  1914,  Lassen  Peak  broke  forth  in  eruption,  which  was  fol- 
lowed at  frequent  intervals  by  other  eruptions  of  increasing  vio- 
lence. Within  one  month  there  had  been  thirteen  outbreaks,  the 
column  of  black  smoke  that  issued  on  June  30  rising  to  a  height 
of  3,000  feet.  The  strong  stench  of  the  sulphur  fumes  was  per- 
ceptible at  Volta  and  Viola,  twenty-two  miles  to  the  leewaxd. 
On  August  20  there  were  still  more  violent  eruptions.  Volcanic 
ashes  fell  a  distance  of  ten  miles  and  the  rumbling  was  heard 
seven  miles  away.  A  forest  ranger  16  miles  away  measured  the 
height  of  the  column  of  steam  and  smoke  and  found  it  to  be 
7,000  feet.  By  the  beginning  of  September  there  had  been  about 
50  distinct  outbreaks.  At  that  time  the  crater  was  about  800 
feet  long  and  350  feet  wide,  and  the  snow  cap  for  at  least  a  mile 
around  was  covered  with  a  thick  layer  of  light  volcanic  ash.  On 
April  16,  1915,  the  peak  was  in  eruption  for  the  eighty-ninth  time 
in  eleven  months.  Portunately  no  life  in  any  form  was  destroyed, 
so  far  as  present  advices  go,  and  the  chief  interest  in  the  eruption 
is  in  its  scenic  and  scientific  aspects.  Lassen  Peak  is  the  only 
active  volcano  in  the  48  States  of  the  Union. 

Situation  at  the  Grand  Canyon 

The  proposition  in  the  last  Congress  for  a  government  rail- 
road from  Marysville,  Utah,  to  the  heart  of  the  Kaibab  ISTational 
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Eorest  in  Arizona,  lias  caused  recent  public  discussion  concern- 
ins;  tlie  establishment  of  a  nortliern  route  of  access  to  the  Grand 
Canyon  of  tlie  Colorado  River  and  the  desirability  of  having  a 
govemment  town-site  on  the  north  rim  of  the  Canyon.    At  pres- 
ent, access  to  the  rim  of  this  Canyon  is  from  the  south  by  way 
of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railroad.    Owing  to  the 
monopoly  enjoyed  by  this  company,  irritations  and  jealousies 
have  developed  locally,  and  upon  hearing  of  these  this  Society 
made  inquiry  as  to  the  situation  there.    The  railroad  company 
owns  in  fee  38  acres  at  the  rim  of  the  Grand  Canyon  and  leases 
about  7Q  acres  adjacent  at  an  annual  rental  of  about  $5  an  acre. 
The  Grand  Canyon  branch  of  the  railroad,  running  from  Wil- 
liams on  the  main  line  to  the  rim  of  the  Canyon,  was  built  in  1901. 
Their  hotels  are  on  their  own  land  and  their  stables  on  the  leased 
land.    They  completed  in  1912  the  Rim  Road,  a  wagon  road  9 
miles  long,  running  westward  along  the  rim  from  the  hotels 
to  the  head  of  the  Hermit  Trail,  and  have  done  some  work  on 
the  Hermit  Trail  which  is  7  miles  long  and  runs  from  the 
rim  down  to  the  river.    They  have  been  blocked  in  the  latter, 
however,  by  the  locating  of  obstructive  mineral  claims.  The 
Rim  Road  was  built  with  the  permission  of  the  government 
and  the  public  is  free  to  use  it.    Their  water  they  have  to  bring 
in  tank  cars  from  Del  Rio  on  the  Sante  Fe  and  Pacific  division 
150  miles  distant.    The  nearest  source  of  water  is  down  in  the 
canyon  3,000  feet  below  the  rim  at  the  Indian  Garden  on  the 
Bright  Angel  trial,  but  it  is  impossible  to  raise  the  water  that 
height.    The  company  has  an  investment  of  nearly  $500,000  in 
the  Grand  Canyon  railway,  hotels,  etc.,  and  says  that  it  is  a 
losing  investment  financially,  but  it  is  a  good  advertisement  for 
the  railroad.    The  company  feels  that  it  is  affording  accommoda- 
tions to  the  public  at  actually  less  than  cost,  and  that  it  has  a 
right  to  protect  its  own  interests  on  its  own  property,  while  ex- 
tending every  accommodation  practicable  to  the  public. 

Memorial  to  Grand  Canyon  Explorers 

By  authority  of  the  United  States  Congress,  a  massive  bronze 
tablet  has  been  east  and  will  soon  be  erected  on  the  rim  of  the 
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Grand  Canyon  at  Mariposa  Point,  a  short  distance  west  of  the 
hotels,  in  memory  of  the  first  white  explorers  of  the  canyon.  The 
site  of  the  tablet  overlooks  the  Labyrinth  where  Major  Powell  lost 
one  of  his  boats.    The  memorial  bears  the  following  inscription : 


18S9 
John  C.  Sumnee 
Walter  H.  Powell 
G.  Y.  Bradley 
William  E.  Hawkins 
Andrew  Hall 


Oval 
containing 
portrait 
bust  of 
Major 
Powell 


1872 
A.  H.  Thompson 
F.  S.  Dellenbatjgh 
John  K.  Hillers 
Stephen  V.  Jones 
W .  Clement  Powell 
Andrew  J.  Hattan 


Erected  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  Major  John  Wesley 
Powell  First  Explorer  ol?  the  Grand  Canyon  Who  Descended  the  Eiver 
with  His  Party  in  Row-Boats  Traversing  the  Gorge  Beneath  This  Point 
August  17,  1869,  and  Again  Sentembee  1,  1872. 

Por  reference  to  the  Powell  monument  at  Arlington,  Va.,  see 
page  276  preceding. 

Government  Literature  About  National  Paries 

Following  is  a  revised  list  of  publications  issued  by  the  United 
States  Government  concerning  the  National  Parks  and  Monu- 
ments. Some  of  them  are  free  and  some  of  them  are  sold  at  the 
nominal  prices  stated.  They  may  be  obtained  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  to  whom  remittances  should  be  sent  in  cash  or  money 
order.    The  government  does  not  accept  checks  or  postage  stamps. 

General  Information  Regarding  Yellowstone  National  Park. 
36  pp.  Pree. 

Geological  History  of  Yellowstone  National  Park,  by  Arnold 
Hague.  24  pages,  including  10  illustrations.  10  cents.  This 
pamphlet  contains  a  general  resume  of  the  geological  forces  that 
have  been  active  in  the  Yellowstone  ISTational  Park. 

Fossil  Forests  of  the  Yellowstone  National  Park,  by  F.  H. 
Knowlton.  32  pages,  including  15  illustrations.  10  cents.  This 
pamphlet  contains  descriptions  of  the  fossil  forests  of  the  Yellow- 
stone National  Park  and  an  account  of  their  origin. 

Geysers,  by  Walter  Harvey  Weed.  32  pages,  including  23  illus- 
trations. 10  cents.  In  this  pamphlet  is  a  description  of  the  forces 
which  have  produced  the  geysers,  and  the  geysers  of  the  Yellow- 
stone are  compared  with  those  in  Iceland  and  JSTew  Zealand. 
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General  Information  Regarding  Yosemite  National  Park.  28 
pp.  Free. 

Panoramic  View  of  Yosemite  National  Park,  I8I/2  ^  IS  inches, 
scale  3  miles  to  the  inch.    25  cents. 

Sketch  of  Yosemite  National  Park  and  an  account  of  the  Origin 
of  Yosemite  and  Hetch  Hetchy  Valleys,  by  E.  E.  Matthes.  48 
pages,  including  24  illustrations.  10  cents.  This  pamphlet  con- 
tains a  description  of  the  general  features  of  the  Sierra  Nevada 
and  the  Yosemite  National  Park  and  an  account  of  the  origin 
of  the  Yosemite  and  Hetch  Hetchy  Valleys. 

General  Information  Regarding  Sequoia  and  General  Grant 
National  Parks.    24  pp.  Free. 

The  Secret  of  the  Big  Trees,  Yosemite,  Sequoia,  and  General 
Grant  National  Parks,  by  Ellsworth,  Huntington.  24  pages,  in- 
cluding 14  -illustrations.  5  cents.  This  pamphlet  contains  an 
account  of  the  climatic  changes  that  are  indicated  by  the  thickness 
of  the  growth  rings  in  the  big  trees,  and  gives  a  comparative 
statement  of  the  climatic  conditions  in  California  and  Asia  dur- 
ing a  period  of  3,400  years.  • 

General  Information  Regarding  Glacier  National  Park.  16 
pp.  Free. 

Origin  of  the  Scenic  Features  of  Glacier  National  Park,  by 
M.  R.  Campbell.  42  pages,  including  25  illustrations.  15  cents. 
This  pamphlet  contains  a  general  account  of  the  forces  that  have 
caused  the  development  of  the  mountain  ranges,  the  valleys,  and 
lakes  of  Glacier  National  Pork. 

Glaciers  of  Glacier  National  Park,  by  W.  C.  Alden.  48  pages, 
including  30  illustrations.  15  cents.  This  publication  contains 
descriptions  of  the  principal  featiires  of  the  larger  glaciers  in  the 
park. 

Some  Lakes  of  Glacier  National  Park,  by  M.  J.  Elrod.  32 
pages,  including  19  illustrations.  10  cents.  This  pamphlet  con- 
tains a  description  of  some  of  the  principal  lakes,  with  special 
reference  to  the  possibility  of  stocking  the  lakes  with  fish. 

Panoramic  View  of  Glacier  National  Park,  181^  ^  21  inches, 
scale  3  miles  to  the  inch.    25  cents. 

General  Information  Regarding  Mount  Bainier  National  Park. 
22  pp.  Free. 

Mount  Rainier  and  its  Glaciers,  by  F.  E.  Matthes.  48  pages, 
including  25  illustrations.  15  cents.  This  pamphlet  contains  a 
general  account  of  the  glaciers  of  Mount  Rainier,  and  of  the 
development  of  the  valleys  and  basins  surrounding  the  park. 
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General  Information  Regarding  Crater  Lake  National  ParJc. 
12  pp.  Free. 

Geological  History  of  Crater  Lake,  by  J.  S.  Diller.  32  pages, 
incltiding  28  illustrations.  10  cents.  Contains  an  account  of  the 
formation  of  Crater  Lake. 

Panoramic  View  of  Crater  Lake  National  Park,  I6I/2  x  18 
inches,  scale  1  mile  to  the  inch.    25  cents. 

General  Information  Regarding  Mesa  Verde  National  Park. 
24  pp.  Free. 

General  Information  Regarding  the  Hot  Springs  of  Arkansas. 
8  pp.  Free. 

Analyses  of  the  Waters  of  the  Hot  Springs  of  Arkansas,  by  J. 
K.  Haywood,  and  Geological  Sketch  of  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  by 
Walter  Harvey  Weed.    56  pages.    10  cents.  ■ 

Proceedings  of  the  National  Park  Conference  held  at  Yellow- 
stone National  Park,  September  11  and  12,  1911.  210  pages.  15 
cents.  Contains  a  discussion  of  ISTational  Park  problems  by  offi- 
cers of  the  Government  and  other  persons. 

Proceedings  of  the  National  Park  Conference  held  at  the 
Yosemite  ISTational  Park  October  14,  15,  and  16,  1912.  146 
pages.  15  cents.  Consists  mainly  of  a  discussion  regarding  the 
advisability  of  admitting  automobiles  to  the  National  Park. 

NATIONAL  FORESTS 

Aggregate  Area  of  National  Forests 

At  the  time  of  this  writing,  there  are  160  National  Forests 
in  different  parts  of  the  United  States  proper,  with  an  aggregate 
net  area  of  137,184,173  acres.  There  are  two  National  Forests 
in  Alaska  and  one  in  Porto  Rico,  which  add  26,664,351  acres, 
making  the  total  net  area  of  163  National  Forests  163,848,524 
acres.  This  does  not  include  the  Appalachian  reserves  mentioned 
hereafter. 

Since  1909,  when  systematic  classification  of  national  forest 
lands  was  begun,  more  than  10,000,000  acres  have  been  elim- 
inated. Scattered  interior  tracts  which  it  is  not  practicable  to 
eliminate  are  opened  to  settlement  through  listing,  which  allows 
them  to  be  taken  up  under  forest  homestead  law.  Anyone  may 
apply  to  have  land  within  a  forest  examined  to  determine  whether 
it  is  best  suited  for  agriculture,  and  if  found  so  it  is  opened  to 
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settlement  under  this  law.  During  the  year  2,690  tracts,  totaling 
282,483  acres,  applied  for  by  individuals  were  opened  for  entry. 
By  elimination  and  listing  the  percentage  of  unpatented  agricul- 
tural land  within  the  national  forests,  never  large,  has  been  re- 
duced to  a  very  small  amount. 

r Income  from  the  Nation<d  Forests 
The  report  of  the  Chief  Forester  for  1914  shows  that  last 
year  the  Government  Forest  Service  sold  about  a  billion  and  a 
half  board  feet  of  timber,  supervised  the  cutting  on  several  thous- 
and different  areas,  oversaw  the  grazing  of  more  than  1,500,000 
cattle  and  7,500,000  sheep  and  built  more  than  600  miles  of  roads, 
2,000  miles  of  trail,  3,000  miles  of  telephone  line,  and  700  miles 
of  fire  line. 

There  is  need,  says  the  Chief  Forester,  to  increase  the  cut  of 
timber  from  the  I^ational  Forests  wherever  a  fair  price  can.  be 
obtained  for  the  stumpage,  because  a  great  deal  of  it  is  mature 
and  ought  to  be  taken  out  to  make  room  for  young  growth.  Un- 
favorable conditions  in  the  lumber  trade  caused  new  sales  of 
National  Forest  timber  to  fall  off  somewhat  during  the  past  year, 
though  the  operation  on  outstanding  sales  contracts  brought  the 
total  cut  above  that  of  the  previous  year  by  130,000,000  board 
feet.  There  was,  however,  a  large  increase  in  small  timber  sales, 
these  numbering  8,298  in  1914  against  6,182  the  previous  year. 
Desirable  blocks  of  ISTational  Forest  timber  have  been  appraised 
and  put  on  the  market,  and  it  is  expected  that  these  will  find  pur- 
chasers when  conditions  in  the  lumber  industiy  improve.  Al- 
together the  government  received  $1,304,053  from  the  sale  of 
timber  on  the  forests  in  1914,  The  receipts  from  all  sources 
totaled  $2,437,710. 

After  eight  years  of  experience  stockmen  are  well  satisfied, 
says  the  Chief  Forester,  with  the  way  the  grazing  of  livestock  in 
the  forests  is  regulated,  and  have  even  urged  upon  Congress  the 
application  of  the  same  method  of  control  to  the  unreserved  public 
range.  Almost  29,000  permittees  graze  stock  on  the  ISTational 
Forests,  and  these  paid  to  the  government  in  the  fiscal  year  1914 
fees  amounting  to  over  a  million  dollars.    The  present  tendency 
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to  raise  fewer  sheep  and  goats  and  more  cattle  and  horses  is 
shown  in  the  fact  that  the  number  of  cattle  and  horse  permittees 
on  the  western  forests  increased  last  year  by  1,579,  while  the 
number  of  sheep  and  goat  permittees  fell  off  by  a  total  of  268, 
The  western  stock  business  is  becoming  attached  to  the  soil,  and 
the  itinerant  sheep  grower  and  the  speculator  in  cattle  are  giving 
place  to  permanent  residents  and  owners  of  improved  ranch 
property.  The  latter  is  always  given  preference  in  the  use  of 
IvTational  Forest  range. 

About  $400,000  was  spent  by  the  Forest  Service  during  the 
year  for  permanent  improvements  on  the  ISTational  Forests  to 
make  them  accessible  and  to  insure  their  protection  from  fire. 
These  improvements  include  270  miles  of  new  road,  2,153  miles 
of  trail,  3,063  miles  of  telephone  line,  775  miles  of  fire  line,  and 
106  lookout  structures,  besides  bridges,  corrals,  fences  and  cabins. 
In  addition,  642  miles  of  road  were  built  for  the  public  by  the 
use  of  10  per  cent,  of  the  ISTational  Forest  receipts,  as  authorized 
by  Congress. 

According  to  law,  25  per  cent,  of  the  l^ational  Forest  receipts 
for  the  year,  amounting  to  $586,593,  were  paid  over  to  the  various 
States  in  which  the  forests  lie  for  the  benefit  of  county  schools 
and  roads. 

Fires  in  the  National  Forests  in  1914 

Fire  in  the  IsTational  Forests  of  the  west  in  1914  caused  a  loss 
of  not  quite  340,000,000  board  feet  of  merchantable  timber, 
valued  at  $307,303,  and  of  reproduction,  or  young  growth  of 
trees,  valued  at  $192,408  according  to  statistics  just  compiled  by 
the  Forest  Service.  There  were  6,605  fires,  of  which  only  1,545- 
burned  over  an  area  of  ten  acres  or  more.  About  77  per  cent, 
of  all  the  fires  did  damage  of  less  than  $100  each.  In  addition 
to  the  losses  suffered  by  the  Government,  there  was  a  loss  of  timber 
on  State  and  private  lands  within  the  forests,  totaling  228,008,000 
board  feet  and  valued  at  $175,302.  The  total  area  burned  over 
was  690,240  acres,  of  which  310,583  acres  were  State  and  private 
lands. 
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ISTotwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  was  an  exceptionally  bad  year 
for  fires,  on  account  of  high  temperatures,  heavy  winds,  and  pro- 
longed drought,  the  average  loss  per  fire  was  $103,  as  against 
$131  in  1911,  when  there  were  only  about  half  as  many  fires. 
Eighty-five  per  cent,  of  the  total  loss  was  caused  by  fires  in 
Idaho,  Montana,  Oregon  and  Washington,  where  more  than  half 
the  timber  in  all  the  National  Forests  stands.  Less  than  one- 
tenth  of  one  percent,  of  this  timber  was  aifected.  Of  the  6,605 
fires  reported  3,691  or  55.9  per  cent,  occurred  in  these  States, 
and  of  the  99  fires  causing  losses  of  more  than  $1,000  each,  81 
were  in  this  region.  Lightning  was  the  chief  cause,  starting  2,032 
fires,  campers  came  next  with  1,126,  followed  closely  by  railroad 
locomotives  with  1,110.  Incendiaries  lighted  470  and  the  rest 
were  attributed  to  brush  burning,  sawmills,  etc.,  or  their  origin 
was  unknown. 

Government  Acquisition  in  the  Appalachians 

The  latest  report  of  the  National  Forest  Reservation  Commis- 
sion, issued  in  February,  1915,  urged  that  5,000,000  acres  of 
non-agTicultural  land  should  be  secured  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment in  the  southern  Appalachians  and  600,000  acres  in  the 
White  Mountain  region  of  JSTew  England  to  form  ISTational  For- 
ests for  the  protection  of  the  watersheds  of  navigable  streams  in 
the  east. 

We  are  informed  by  bulletins  from  the  Forest  Service  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  that  the  Commission 
has  approved  for  purchase  so  far  1,104,529  acres  in  New  Llamp- 
shire,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  Ten- 
nessee and  Georgia,  in  accordance  with  the  Weeks  Law.  This 
law  appropriated  $11,000,000  for  this  work,  though  only  about 
$8,000,000  will  have  been  spent  by  July  1,  1915,  when  the  appro- 
priation will  expire,  as  $3,000,000  lapsed  unexpended  in  the  fiscal 
years  of  1910  and  1911. 

A  further  appropriation  providing  for  continued  purchases 
until  1920  at  the  current  rate  of  $2,000,000  a  year  was  recom- 
mended by  the  Commission  to  the  last  Congress,  but  was  not 
granted,  and  when  the  funds  now  available  are  exhausted,  no 
further  purchases  can  be  made  until  a  new  appropriation  is  made. 
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The  lands  thus  far  approved  for  purchase  have  been  obtained 
on  what  are  regarded  as  very  reasonable  terms.  The  average  price 
is  $5.03  per  acre,  involving  a  total  expenditure  of  $5,560,202,  ex- 
clusive of  the  cost  of  examination  and  survey.  About  one-third 
of  the  area  is  virgin  timberland,  and,  while  most  of  the  remain- 
der has  been  cut  over  or  culled,  much  valuable  timber  is  standing 
on  it  also.  In  1914  the  purchases  approved  comprised  391,114 
acres  at  the  relatively  low  price  of  $4.96  per  acre.  Areas  in 
which  land  is  to  be  purchased  have  been  designated  also  in  Ala- 
bama, Maine  and  Maryland,  but  no  purchases  in  these  States 
have  yet  been  approved  by  the  Commission. 

Many  of  the  tracts  which  are  being  acquired,  says  the  report, 
present  attractive  scenery  and  afford  delightful  places  in  which 
to  travel  or  rest.  Some  of  the  most  attractive  spots  have  been  in- 
accessible, but  the  roads  and  trails  which  are  being  built  by  the 
Forest  Service  will  make  it  easier  to  reach  them.  Persons  who 
desire  to  occupy  permanent  camp  sites,  or  places  in  which  to 
erect  resorts,  may  obtain  them  on  payment  of  a  moderate  fee. 
Other  special  uses  which  do  not  injure  the  forests  are  likewise 
permitted,  and  demands  for  such  uses  have  already  been  made  in 
considerable  volume. 

Since  the  uses  of  the  acquired  lands  are  beginning  to  take  form, 
says  the  report,  it  is  becoming  clear  to  the  public  that  the  forests  | 
are  to  serve  the  several  regions  in  a  number  of  important  ways. 
Perhaps  their  greatest  use  is  in  the  control  of  forest  fires.  Roads,  j 
trails  and  telephone  lines  will  greatly  facilitate  the  protection 
from  fire  not  only  on  the  government's  land,  but  also  on  private 
and  State  lands  adjacent  to  the  ISTational  Forests.  In  addition, 
the  range  can  be  more  completely  utilized,  the  water  resources 
will  be  more  readily  available  to  the  public  and  the  general  use 
of  the  mountains  will  be  increased. 

The  Forest  Service  has  already  begun  making  improvements. 
]^inety-two  miles  of  roadway,  520  miles  of  trail,  and  25  miles  of 
telephone  line  have  been  constructed.  This  work  can  be  still  fur- 
ther extended  as  soon  as  proceeds  from  timber  sales  begin  to  come 
in,  as  10  per  cent,  of  the  forest  receipts  is  specifically  set  apart 
by  law  for  road  and  trail  construction.    'Not  only  will  the  locali-| 
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ties  affected  benefit  in  this  way,  but  it  is  provided  by  law  also 
that  25  per  cent,  of  the  forest  receipts  be  paid  over  to  the  counties 
affected  for  roads  and  schools. 

The  virgin  timberland  which  is  being  acquired  contain  many . 
trees  that  are  over-mature,  and  the  stands  partially  cut  over  con- 
tain certain  kinds  of  timber  which  were  not  utilized  at  the  time 
of  lumbering.  These  lands,  where  there  is  a  sale  for  the  timber 
at  fair  prices,  will  be  freed  of  this  deteriorating  material,  as  well 
as  of  such  other  mature  growth  as  can  be  spared  from  the  forest 
without  impairing  its  protective  influence.  The  policy  of  ad- 
ministration in  these  forests  will  call  for  numerous  small  timber 
contractors  living  near  at  hand  and  working  in  the  timber  all  or 
a  part  of  the  year.  Those  who  may  desire  to  live  on  government 
land  will  have  every  opportunity  to  develop  comfortable  homes 
and  use  available  cleared  patches  for  their  gardens  and  crops. 
Thus,  says  the  report,  the  forests  will  be  made  permanent,  and 
thriving  forest  communities  will  be  built  up. 

The  forests  will  also  serve  as  practical  demonstrations  of  for- 
estry in  the  production  of  successive  crops  of  timber.  Govern- 
ment ownership  and  management  of  these  extensive  areas  in  the 
eastern  mountains  will  further  benefit  the  country  by  providing 
encouragement  and  aid  for  the  mountain  people  in  using  the  re- 
sources of  the  region  to  best  advantage.  The  Nation  is  getting, 
from  this  acquisition  of  ISTational  Forests  in  the  east,  the  added 
advantage  of  a  large  and  important  region  tiirned  to  its  natural 
use  and  made  permanently  productive,  while  the  protection  of 
watersheds  will,  in  a  large  measure,  produce  immunity  from  both 
flood  and  low  water  in  a  vast  section  of  the  country. 

From  the  appropriation  for  1914,  there  is  an  estimated  bal- 
ance of  nearly  $96,000  remaining,  which,  with  what  remains  of 
the  $2,000,000  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year  1916,  is  still 
available  for  additional  purchases. 

DEATH  OF  JOHN  MUIR 

We  cannot  close  our  references  to  the  JSTational  Parks  and 
National  Forests  without  mentioning  the  great  loss  which  the 
country  sustained  last  year  by  the  death  of  John  Muir.  Mr.  Muir 
died  of  pneumonia  in  a  hospital  in  Los  Angeles,  CaL,  on  Decern- 
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ber  24,  1914,  at  the  age  of  76.  He  was  born  in  Dunbar,  Scot- 
land, April  21,  1838,  and  came  to  America  when  be  was  eleven 
years  old.  He  was  an  intense  lover  of  nature,  and  was  kindred 
in  spirit  with  Emerson  and  Tboreau.  He  was  popularly  called 
"  tbe  ISTaturalist  of  tbe  Sierras,"  but  as  a  naturalist  bis  friend 
Emerson  estimated  bim  to  be  "  more  wonderful  tban  Tboreau." 
His  writing  from  1880  to  1890  bad  mucb  to  do  witb  tbe  creation 
of  tbe  Yosemite  National  Park  in  tbe  latter  year ;  and  wben  com- 
mercial greed  recently  sougbt  tbe  appropriation  of  tbe  Hetcb 
Hetcby  Valley  in  tbe  Yosemite  Park,  Mr.  Muir  was  one  of  tbe 
leaders  of  tbe  determined  figbt  against  it,  in  wbicb  tbis  Society 
also  took  a  conspicuous  part.  By  many  be  was  affectionately 
called  tbe  "  Guardian  of  tbe  Yosemite.'"  In  bis  book  on  ISTational 
Parks  and  numerous  otber  writings,  in  bis  public  services  on  tbe 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  in  bis  personal  searcb  for  De  Long 
and  tbe  lost  Jeannette  expedition,  and  in  countless  otber  ways, 
be  revealed  not  only  bis  robust  and  wbolesome  love  of  nature, 
but  also  bis  public  spirit  and  devotion  to  tbe  bappiness  of  bis 
fellowmen.  Tbe  living  redwoods  of  tbe  Muir  Woods  ISTational 
Monument  and  tbe  everlasting  ice  of  tbe  Muir  Glacier*  named 
in  bis  bonor,  are  lasting  monuments  to  bis  memory,  if  it  needed 
otber  monuments  tban  tbe  affectionate  memory  of  tbe  American 
people.  Tbe  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society, 
wbicb  witbin  tbe  past  year  bas  bad  tbe  close  and  sympatbetic  co- 
operation of  Mr.  Muir  in  tbe  Hetcb  Hetcby  campaign,  and  wbicb 
regarded  bim  as  one  of  tbe  foremost  exemplars  of  tbe  ideas  upon 
wbicb  tbis  society  is  founded,  records  bis  deatb  witb  profound 
sorrow. 

PAITAMA  CANAL  OPENED 

In  some  resepcts  tbe  most  important  event  in  tbe  bistory  of 
tbe  United  States  in  tbe  year  wbicb  bas  elapsed  since  our  last 
Annual  Report  bas  been  tbe  physical  opening  of  tbe  Panama 
Canal;  and  its  relation  to  tbe  State  of  New  York  is  so  intimate 
tbat  it  requires  at  least  a  brief  record  in  tbis  Report.  It  is  tbe 
culmination  of  a  cbain  of  events  beginning  almost  witb  tbe  voyage 
of  Columbus. 

*  The  Muir  Woods  were  given  to  the  Nation  by  William  Kent  of  California 
but  were  named  in  honor  of  Mr.  Muir. 
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Columbus,  ignorant  of  tlie  existence  of  the  Americas,  believed 
at  he  could  reach  Cathay  or  China  by  sailing  westward.  When 
he  and  his  successors  found  their  way  blocked  by  the  twin  conti- 
nents, they  endeavored  to  find  a  passage  through  them.  The  be- 
lief of  the  early  explorers  in  the  existence  of  such  a  passage  was 
encouraged  by  several  facts  and  fancies.  That  the  Americas 
were  not  Asia,  and  that  a  vast  expanse  of  water  lay  between  them 
became  a  known  fact  when  Balboa  verified  the  confused  rumors 
which  had  reached  him  and  on  September  25,  1513,  obtained  the 
first  sight  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  or  South  Sea,  from  "  a  peak  in 
Darien."  In  1519  Magellan  entered  the  Pacific  by  way  of  the 
Straits  named  after  him,  but  had  found  no  other  passage  along 
the  coast  of  South  America.  During  the  next  hundred  years, 
hardy  navigators  —  Spanish,  English,  Portuguese,  French  and 
Dutch  —  ranged  the  North  American  coast,  peering  into  its  bays, 
estuaries  and  rivers,  looking  for  the  desired  passage.  Cartier 
tried  the  Saint  Lawrence  in  1535  but  failed.  John  Davis  tried 
farther  north  in  1585-87  and  gave  his  name  to  Davis  Strait.  In 
1603,  Champlain  essayed  the  St.  Lawrence  again,  with  no  bet- 
ter results  than  those  of  Cartier,  so  far  as  reaching  the  Pacific 
was  concerned.  John  Smith  attempted  the  feat  by  way  of  the 
James  River  in  1607  and  was  halted  by  the  falls  at  Richmond; 
but  he  repeated  rumors  from  the  Indians  which  seemed  to  verify 
the  maps  of  earlier  explorers  (Ulpius  Globe,  1542 ;  Lok  Map, 
1582)  that  the  South  Sea  or  Sea  of  Verrazzano  lay  but  a  few 
miles  to  the  westward.  In  1609,  Hudson,  led  by  indications  on 
John  Davis'  map  and  John  Smith's  advices,  endeavored  to  find 
a  passage  by  way  of  Hudson  River,  but  was  stopped  by  the 
shoals  above  Albany;  and  in  1611  he  perished  in  another  attempt 
to  find  the  northwest  passage  by  way  of  Hudson's  Bay. 

How  long  this  will-o'-the-wisp  of  a  passage  to  the  South  Sea 
was  chased  we  do  not  know ;  but  the  passage  was  never  found. 

But  even  before  the  non-existence  of  such  a  natural  passage 
had  been  demonstrated  conclusively,  the  idea  of  an  artificial 
waterway  to  connect  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Isthmus  of  Darien  (or  Panama  as  it  is  now  called), 
had  begun  to  germinate.  Leaving  out  of  consideration  the  globe 
made  by  John  Shoner  in  1520  preserved  in  the  town  library  of 
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J^ujemberg,  upon  wliich  a  passage  through  the  Isthmus  is  said 
to  be  indicated,  we  find  an  advocate  of  the  imion  of  the  oceans 
in  the  person  of  Gromera,  the  historian  who  lived  in  1510—60. 
When  Champlain,  in  1589,  in  command  of  a  French  ship  char- 
tered by  the  Spanish  government,  sailed  for  the  West  Indies  and 
visited  Panama,  the  proposition  for  a  canal  across  the  isthmus 
was  not  new. 

But  nothing  practical  was  accomplished  until  Ferdinand  de 
Lesseps,  the  French  engineer  who  had  built  the  Suez  Canal,  took 
the  matter  up.  In  1879  an  international  congTess  in  Paris  dis- 
cussed his  plan  to  build  the  canal.  This  resulted  in  the  obtaining 
of  a  concession  from  the  United  States  of  Colombia  (which  then 
included  the  territory  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama),  the  formation 
of  a  company  and  the  beginning  of  work.  In  1889  the  company 
was  forced  into  liquidation  and  work  was  suspended.  The  Colom- 
bian government  in  1891  granted  the  Panama  Canal  Co.,  an  ex- 
tension of  ten  years  from  1893  in  which  to  finish  its  contract  pro- 
vided it  resumed  operations  before  February,  1893.  The  French 
enterprise,  however,  was  never  able  to  rehabilitate  itself. 

As  the  end  of  the  ten  years'  extension, —  that  is  to  say,  1903  — 
approached,  the  United  States  Congress  passed  an  act  approved 
June  28,  1902,  authorizing  the  President  to  acquire  from  the 
United  States  of  Colombia  a  six-mile  strip  from  ocean  to  ocean, 
now  known  as  the  Panama  Canal  Zone,  and  to  build  the  canal. 
On  January  22,  1903,  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Colombia  for  the  construction  of  the  canal  was  signed  in  Wash- 
ington, but  in  September,  the  Colombia  Senate  rejected  the  treaty 
and  authorized  the  government  to  negotiate  a  new  one.  On 
November  3,  1903,  Panama,  which  had  been  in  rebellion,  declared 
her  independence  of  Colombia,  and  on  ]S[ovember  6,  the  United 
States  recognized  the  new  republic.  On  I^^ovember  18,  1903,  a 
treaty  was  signed  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of 
Panama  for  the  building  of  the  canal,  and  under  this  new  state 
of  affairs  the  canal  was  built.  In  1904  the  United  States  paid 
to  the  Republic  of  Panama  $10,000,000  for  the  rights  in  the  zone, 
and  to  the  old  French  Panama  Canal  Co.,  $40,000,000  for  its 
property  and  franchises,  and  began  preliminary  work.  In  1906, 
the  question  of  the  type  of  canal  was  decided  by  the  adoption  of 
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the  lock  canal  plan,  and  after  that  time  the  work  went  forward 
more  rapidly. 

In  1907,  Hon.  Theodore  P.  Shonts  of  ISTew  York  resigned  as 
Chairman  of  the  Canal  Commission  to  become  President  of  the 
Interborough-Metropolitan  Railway  Co.,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Goethals,  U.  S.  A.,  who  was  made  a  Major 
General  by  the  last  Congress  in  recog-nition  of  the  genius  which 
guided  the  stupendous  work  to  successful  completion. 

The  canal  was  practically  opened  to  vessels  of  30  feet  draft 
on  August  15,  1914,  although  its  formal  opening  is  set  for  this 
year,  1915.  The  completion  of  the  canal  is  being  celebrated  by 
the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  which  is  being  held  in  San 
Francisco. 

Recently  the  President  of  this  Society  corresponded  with  Gen. 
Goethals  in  repard  to  the  preservation  of  the  scenery  of  the  Canal 
Zone,  and  General  Goethals  replied  that  the  destruction  of  birds 
is  prohibited,  adding: 

W  "  While  scenic  presei-vation  has  been  kept  in  mind  and  there 
has  been  no  wanton  destruction,  you  can  understand  that  on  a 
work  like  ours  everything  has  of  necessity  been  subordinated  to 
utility  and  to  the  construction  of  the  canal.  We  have  done  some 
landscape  Avork  around  the  settlement,  and  will  do  more." 

CAPE  COD  CAIvTAL  OPEJ^ED 

The  year  1914  was  also  marked  by  the  opening  of  the  Cape 
Cod  Canal,  which  is  deserving  of  record  as  an  historical  event  of 
national  importance.  The  canal  is  cnt  through  Cape  Cod  between 
Sandwich,  Mass.,  and  the  beginning  of  Buzzard's  Bay,  a  distance 
of  8  miles  through  land,  and  has  approaches  5  miles  long  under 
water.  The  land  cut  is  100  feet  wide  at  the  bottom  and  25  feet 
deep  at  low  Avater.    The  canal  cost  $12,000,000. 

The  canal  was  constructed  to  save  the  expense  and  the  dangers 
to  life  in  coastwise  commerce  involved  in  rounding  Cape  Cod, 
the  perils  and  difficulties  of  which  have  been  recogiiized  by  navi- 
gators ever  since  the  adjacent  waters  were  visited  by  Europeans, 

The  earliest  historical  record  we  have  of  Cape  Cod  and  its 
dangers  is  from  Verrazzano.  In  his  letter  to  Francis  I,  dated 
July  8,  1524,  he  referred  to  it  an  "  un  eminente  promontorio 
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qual  cliiamano  Pallvavisino "  (a  high,  promontory  which  we 
named  Pallavisino) .  In  like  manner,  he  named  the  shoals  Armel- 
lini.  His  curious  reasons  for  these  names  will  be  found  in  our 
Annual  Report  for  1910  at  pages  156,  173,  174,  195,  196.  On 
old  maps  the  cape  has  different  names.  It  appears  to  have  been 
the  perils  of  the  Cape  Cod  shoals  which  deterred  the  Pilgrims  in 
the  Mayflower,  in  1620,  from  continuing  to  their  intended  desti- 
nation at  the  Hudson  River  and  led  to  their  landing  on  Cape 
Cod. 

The  proximity  of  small  boats  to  each  other  in  1627,  when 
they  were  but  three  miles  apart  across  the  narrowest  part  of  the 
isthmus,  doubtless  gave  rise  to  speculation  on  the  desirability  of 
cutting  a  passage  through  from  bay  to  bay;  but  in  1676,  there 
is  authentic  data  that  Samuel  Sewell  examined  a  route  for  a 
passage  from  the  South  Sea  to  the  l^orth,"  and  in  1697  the 
General  Court  of  Massachusetts  appointed  a  committee  to  view 
the  place  for  a  passage  from  Barnstable  Bay  to  Manomet  Bay. 
Prom  time  to  time  the  subject  was  renewed,  and  in  1776  Wash- 
ington instructed  Thomas  Machin  to  survey  a  route  which  would 
"  give  greater  security  to  navigation  and  against  the  enemy." 
But  still  nothing  practical  was  accomplished. 

After  the  Revolution,  the  project  was  revived  and  died  several 
times.  Various  surveys  were  made  by  the  State  and  Federal 
Governments  and  plans  were  recommended,  but  still  the  "  dirt  " 
did  not  "fly."  In  1870,  the  Cape  Cod  Ship  Canal  Co.,  was 
chartered,  without  results.  Ten  years  later,  the  Cape  Cod  Canal 
Co.,  was  chartered,  did  some  work,  and  gave  up'  the  task.  In  , 
1883,  the  Cape  Cod  Ship  Canal  Co.,  was  authorized,  but  it  failed 
after  excavating  over  a  million  cubic  yards  of  earth.  In  1891 
the  Massachusetts  Maritime  Canal  Co.,  Avas  incorporated,  but 
its  charter  lapsed  without  results. 

In  1891,  the  Boston,  Cape  Cod  &  New  York  Canal  Co.,  was 
chartered.  It  was  under  this  charter,  with  its  amendments,  that  ( 
the  canal  was  finally  dug,  but  the  project  languished  until  1904, 
when  Mr.  August  Belmont  of  ISTew  York  and  others  became  in- 
terested in  it.  On  June  22,  1909,  work  was  officially  begun  by 
Mr.  Belmont  at  Bournedale  and  on  July  4,  1914,  the  first  water  i 
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transit  across  the  isthmus  was  effected  by  him  in  a  row  boat. 
On  July  29,  1914,  the  canal  was  officially  opened. 

The  chief  officers  of  the  Cape  Cod  Construction  Co.,  which 
achieved  this  triumph  are  as  follows: 

I      President:    August  Belmont. 

Vice-President  and   General  Manager:    Capt.   Jacob  W. 
Miller. 

Vice-President :    A.  Lithgow  Devens. 

Treasurer:    J.  J.  Coakley. 

Secretary:    U.  A.  Murdock. 

Chief  Engineer:    William  Barclay  Parsons. 

Resident  Engineer:    Charles  T.  Waring. 

By  the  construction  of  the  Cape  Cod  Canal,  the  coastwise  voy- 
age is  shortened  70  miles,  the  dangerous  shoals  and  persistent 
fogs  of  the  outside  route  are  avoided,  time  and  expense  are  saved, 
and  human  life  is  conserved.  What  has  been  accomplished, 
chiefly  by  means  of  the  support  of  Mr,  Belmont,  may  be  judged 
when  it  is  realized  that  he  has  given  to  humanity  and  commerce 
a  safe  channel  for  over  20,000,000  tons  of  freight  per  annum ; 
and  made  possible  the  avoidance  of  the  outer  shoals  upon  which 
2,000  ships  and  700  lives  have  been  lost  in  the  past  forty  years. 
For  his  patriotic  services  in  securing  the  fulfillment  of  the  desire 
of  his  ancestor,  Edmund  Freeman,  who  was  the  first  Governor 
of  Sandwich,  and  for  his  courage  in  undertaking  an  enterprise 
in  which  so  many  others  had  failed,  Mr.  Belmont  is  entitled  to  a 
large  measure  of  public  appreciation. 

CEJTTENIsTlAL  OF  ANGLO-AMERICAK  PEACE 

Celehration  in  New  Orleans 

Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  the  European  War  and  the  conse- 
quent distractions  in  the  United  States,  the  centennial  anniversary 
of  Anglo-American  peace  was  allowed  to  pass  without  the  recogni- 
tion which  had  been  planned.  In  JSTew  York  City  the  dedication 
of  the  Fort  Masonic  tablet  (see  page  138)  recalled  the  activity 
in  and  around  JSTew  York  Harbor  in  the  closing  year  of  the  Second 
War  with  Great  Britain ;  the  preparation  of  a  tablet  to  commem- 
orate the  battle  of  Boquet  River  (Appendix  D)  .is  a  memento 
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to  tlie  campaign  in  Northern  New  York ;  on  August  8,  9  and  10 
Stonington,  Conn.,  commemorated  the  centennial  of  its  bombard- 
ment;, and  there  were  various  commemorations  on  a  small  scale 
in  different  parts  of  the  country  which  indicated  that  the  signing 
of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  on  December  24,  -1814,  had  not  been  for- 
gotten. 

The  most  elaborate  celebration  in  this  connection  was  that  held 
in  New  Orleans  on  January  8,  9  and  10,  1915,  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans  —  an  engagement  which, 
curiously  enough,  took  place  after  the  treaty  of  peace  had  been 
signed.  The  celebration  was  under  the  auspices  of  the  Louisiana 
Historical  Society,  of  which  Mr.  Gr.  Cusachs  is  President. 

The  Chairman  of  the  General  Committee  having  charge  of  the 
ceremonies  was  Mr.  T.  P.  Thompson;  Vice  Chairman,  Mr.  W. 
O.  Hart ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  John  F.  Couret ;  and  Secretary,  Mr. 
James  J.  A.  For  tier.  There  were  forty-four  subcommittees  in 
charge  of  different  branches  of  the  arrangements.  The  Director 
of  the  Department  of  Pageants  was  Mr.  Stanley  Clisby  Arthur. 

The  exercises  of  January  8  began  with  the  firing  of  a  salute 
of  21  guns  so  timed  as  to  occur  exlactly  100  years  after  the  last 
cannon  was  fired  by  the  Americans  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans 
on  Januarj^  8,  1815.  After  a  reception  by  the  Governor  of 
Louisiana  and  the  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  there  were  processions 
by  land  and  water  to  the  Chalmette  battlefield  where,  beginning 
at  noon,  an  elaborate  program  was  carried  out.  At  3  p.  m.,  a 
foot  race,  representing  the  famous  run  of  Creoles  from  Fort  St. 
John  when  called  to  arms  in  1814,  terminated  in  Jackson  Square. 
At  4  p.  m.,  there  were  exercises  in  the  new  IJrsuline  Convent. 
In  the  evening  there  was  a  general  illumination  of  the  City,  band 
concerts  in  the  public  parks,  and  a  military  reception  in  the 
Athenaeum,  with  tableaux  and  costume  dances.  ■ 

On  Saturday  morning,  January  9,  there  was  a  military  parade' 
and  wreaths  were  placed  on  prominent  monuments.  In  the  after-] 
noon  there  were  exercises  and  receptions  from  hour  to  hour  in 
the  Cabildo,  Battle  Abbey,  old  Ursuline  Convent,  and  Presby- 
tere.  In  the  evening,  in  addition  to  the  illuminations  and  the 
band  concerts  in  the  parks,  there  was  an  international  peace  ban- 
quet in  the  Hotel  Grunewald. 
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9  On  Sunday  morning,  January  10,  there  was  a  ceremonial 
pageant  in  Jackson  Square  representing  the  return  of  Gen  Jack- 
son and  troops  from  the  battlefield,  and  a  pontifical  high  mass  in 
the  Cathedral  of  St.  Louis  facing  the  square.  In  the  afternoon 
there  was  a  great  parade  of  civic  and  fraternal  societies  from 
Jackson  Square  to  Jackson  Avenue. 

The  various  programs  were  brilliantly  carried  out  with  the  ex- 
perience gained  from  long  training  in  the  annual  pageants  for 
which  ISTew  Orleans  is  famous. 

I  EARLY  AMERICAN  CHURCHES 

A  valuable  addition  to  the  public  information  concerning 
American  ecclesiastical  landmarks  has  been  made  during  the  past 
year  in  a  book  entitled  "  Early  American  Churches  "  by  Aymar 
Embury,  II,  which  comes  from  the  press  of  Doubleday,  Page  & 
Co.  It  contains  descriptions  of  70  existing  churches  ranging  in 
age  from  100  to  283  years,  and  11  younger  churches  possessing 
historical  and  architectural  interest.  The  author  says  that  during 
a  period  of  five  years  he  has  tried  to  discover  all  the  old  churches 
in  the  United  States  worthy  of  being  preserved  for  the  future 
and  adds :  While  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  there  is  no  old 
church  which  has  not  been  included  in  this  volimie,  it  can  be  said 
with  some  certainty  that  practically  every  building  of  respectable 
antiquity,  which  either  possesses  architectural  interest  or  historical 
traditions  of  importance,  has  been  found,  photographed,  and  at 
least  a  part  of  its  history  discovered  and  verified." 

As  the  author,  having  confined  his  record  chiefly  to  the  At- 
lantic coast,  has  not  included  many  interesting  ecclesiastical  land- 
marks over  a  century  old,  such  as  the  old  Spanish  Church  at 
Acoma,  and  the  Missions  in  California;  and  as  he  has  made  a 
selection  of  the  eastern  churches  having  some  considerable  claim 
to  architectural  and  historical  interest,  he  has  omitted  several 
which,  like  the  Sleepy  Hollow  Church  at  Tarrytown,  IST.  Y.,  St. 
Peter's  at  Peekskill,  IST.  Y.,  and  the  St.  Louis  Cathedral  in  ISTew 
Orleans,  La..,  deserve  to  be  included  in  a  more  complete  list  of 
old  buildings  of  a  religious  character. 
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We  have  taken  from  tMs  book  the  dates  and  names  of  churclies 
over  a  century  old,  and  have  rearranged  them,  with  certain  ad- 
ditions which  occur  to  us  without  special  research,  and  give  them 
therewith  as  an  interesting,  if  still  incomplete,  indication  of  the 
large  number  of  these  venerable  monuments  of  Christian  endeavor 
scattered  over  the  country. 

The  arguments  which  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic 
Preservation  Society  has  made  in  past  years  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Falls  Chiirch  in  Virginia,  (Report  for  1907,.  page  83),  the 
Old  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  New  York,  (Report  for  1906, 
page  51),  St.  John's  Chapel  in  E'ew  York  (Reports  for  1909  to 
1914),  the  California  Missions  (Report  for  1912,  pp.  387-410), 
etc.,  apply  with  equal  force  to  all  of  those  mentioned  in  the  follow- 
ing list: 


State 


New  Mexico.  .  , 

Virginia  

Virginia  

Massachusetts. . 
New  York .... 
Pennsylvania. . , 

Delaware  

New  Jersey.  . . 
New  York .... 

Virginia  

Virginia  

Virginia  

Massachusetts. . 
Pennsylvania. . , 
New  Jersey ... 
Massachusetts. , 
Rhode  Island. . 
New  Jersey .  .  . 
Connecticut. . . 
Pennsylvania. . 
Massachusetts. , 
New  Jersey .  .  . 

Virginia  

North  Carolina 

Virginia  

North  Carolina 

Virginia  

Virginia  

Virginia  

New  Jersey .  .  . 
New  York .... 
South  Carolina 
Massachusetts. 
Pennsylvania. . 
Massachusetts. 
Pennsylvania. . 
Connecticut. . . 
Massachusetts. 
New  York .... 


Locality* 


Acoma  

Smithfield  

Jamestown  

Hingham  

New  York  

Philadelphia  

Wilmington  

Oakland.  

Tarrytown  

New  Kent  County. .  .  . 
Westmoreland  County 

Williarasburgh  

Marblehead  

Radnor  

Wyckoff  

Boston  

Newport  

Hackensack  

Saybrook  

Philadelphia  

Boston  

Freehold  

Lancaster  

Bath  

Falls  Church  

Edenton  

Petersburg  

Norfolk  

Richmond  

Newark  

Schenectady  

Charleston  

Boston  

Philadelpliia  

Cambridge  

Lancaster  

Wethers  field  

Dedham  

New  York  


Chokch 


Old  Spanish. 

St.  Luke's  Episcopal. 

Old  Tower,  with  modern  addition. 

Ship  Meeting  House. 

Quaker  Meeting  House,  Flushing. 

Gloria  Dei,  Old  Swede. 

Trinity,  Old  Swede. 

Dutch  Reformed. 

Sleepy  Hollow,  Dutch  Reformed. 

St.  Peter's  Episcopal. 

Yeocomico  Episcopal. 

Bruton  Episcopal. 

St.  Michael's  Episcopal. 

St.  David's  Episcopal. 

Dutch  Reformed. 

Old  North,  or  Christ. 

Trinity  Episcopal. 

First  Dutch  Reformed. 

First  Church  of  Christ,  Congregational. 

Christ  Episcopal. 

Old  South  Meeting  House. 

First  Presbyterian,  or  Tennant. 

Christ  Episcopal. 

St.  Thomas'  Episcopal. 

Falls  Episcopal. 

St.  Paul's  Episcopal. 

Blanford  Episcopal. 

St.  Paul's  Episcopal. 

St.  John's  Episcopal. 

Trinity  Episcopal. t 

St.  George's  Episcopal. 

St.  Michael's  Episcopal. 

King's  Chapel,  Episcopal. 

St.  Peter's  Episcopal. 

Christ  Episcopal. 

Holy  Trinity,  Lutheran. 

Meeting  House. 

First  Unitarian. 

St.  Paul's  Chapel,  Episcopal  (Man- 
hattan) . 


*  In  or  near  which  the  church  is  situated.    In  the  cases  of  the  Virginia  and  California  churches 
they  are  sometimes  several  miles  from  the  town  mentioned, 
t  Tower  1746;  body  of  church  1810. 
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New  York  

Virginia  

Virginia  

Massachusetts . . 

New  York  

Virginia  

New  York  

Connecticut. . . . 
Rhode  Island. . . 
Rhode  Island. .  . 

California  

New  Jersey .... 

Virginia  

Massachusetts. . 
Massachusetts. . 
North  Carolina. 
New  Jersey .... 
New  Jersey.  .  .  . 

California  

California  

California  

California  

New  York  

Louisiana  

Connecticut. . . . 

New  York  

California  

California  

California  

Massachusetts. . 

Georgia  

California  

New  Jersey .... 

California  

Pennsylvania. . . 
Massachusetts. . 
Connecticut. . . . 

Vermont  

Rhode  Island. . . 
New  York  

New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts . . 

California  

California  

Massachusetts. . 
Massachusetts. . 

Virginia  

Connecticut. . .  . 

Connecticut. . . . 

Connecticut. . .  . 
New  Jersey .... 

California  

California  


New  York  

Gloucester  County 

Alexandria  

Long  Meadow  

Peekskill  

Pohick  

Palatine  

Farmington  

Newport  

Providence  

San  Francisco  

Newark  

Lexington  

Enfield  

Southampton  

Winston-Salem. . .  . 

Elizabeth  

Springfield  

Monterey  

King's  City  

San  Luis  Obispo . . , 

Santa  Cruz  

New  York  

New  Orleans  

East  Haddam  

New  York  

Capistrano  

San  Miguel  

San  Diego  

West  Springfield. . , 

Savannah  

San  Gabriel  

Schraalenberg  

Monterey  

Bethlehem  

Lenox  

Hartford  

Bennington  

Providence  

New  York  

Portsmouth  

Boston  

San  Buenaventura 

San  Jose  

Lancaster  

Boston  

Richmond  

New  Haven  

New  Haven  

New  Haven  

New  Brunswick .  . . 

San  Diego  

Santa  Barbara .  .  .  , 


St.  Paul's  Episcopal  (Eastohester) . 

Abingdon  Episcopal. 

Christ  Episcopal. 

Meeting  House. 

St.  Peter's  Episcopal. 

Pohick  Episcopal. 

Palatine. 

Meeting  House. 

Jewish  Synagogue. 

First  Baptist. 

San  Francisco  de  Asis  Mission,  R.  C. 

First  Presbyterian. 

New  Monmouth,  Presbyterian. 

First  Congregational. 

Congregational. 

Home  Moravian. 

First  Presbyterian. 

First  Presbyterian. 

San  Carlos  de  Carmelo  R.  C.  Mission. 
San  Antonio  de  Padua  R.  C.  Mission. 
San  Luis  Obispo,  R.  C.  Mission. 
Santa  Cruz,  R.  C.  Mission. 
Dutch  Reformed  (Flatbush). 
St.  Louis  Cathedral,  R.  C. 
Meeting  House. 

St.  Mark's  Episcopal  (Manhattan). 
San  Juan  Capistrano,  R.  C.  Mission. 
San  Miguel,  R.  C.  Mission. 
San  Luia  Rey,  R.  C.  Mission. 
Meeting  House. 
Independent  Presbyterian. 
San  Gabriel  Arcangel,  R.  C.  Mission. 
First  Reformed. 

San  Juan  Bautista,  R.  C.  Mission. 

Moravian. 

Congregational. 

First  Church  of  Christ. 

First  Congregational. 

Beneficent  Congregational. 

St.  John's  Chapel  Episcopal,  (Man- 
hattan) . 

St.  John's  Episcopal. 

Park  Street  'Trinitarian-Congregational- 
Evangelical. 

San  Buenaventitta,  R.  C.  Mission. 

San  Jose,  R.  C.  Mission. 

Meeting  House. 

New  North. 

Monumental  Episcopal. 

Center,  First  Church  of  Christ,  Con- 
gregational. 

North  (now  named  United)  Congre- 
gational. 

Trinity  Episcopal. 

First  Reformed. 

San  Diego,  R.  C.  Mission. 

Santa  Barbara,  R.  C.  Mission. 


I^s^DIAJ^  AFFAIRS 

Monum  ents  and  Sculptures  of  Indians  and  Indian  Life 

The  great  popular  interest  in  the  Indian  history  of  the  United 
States  continues  to  manifest  itself  in  many  ways.  In  one  direc- 
tion it  appears  in  the  large  attendance  at  the  lectures  given  by 
this  Society  on  Indian  subjects,  on  which  occasions  the  audi- 
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toriums  are  inadequate  to  hold  the  people  wishing  to  attend.  In 
another  direction,  it  is  manifest  in  the  high  prices  demanded  by 
hook  dealers  for  old  hooks  treating  of  the  Indians.  And  in  still 
another  direction  it  is  evidenced  in  the  increasing  number  of 
monuments  erected  to  the  memory  of  Indians.  A  list  of  such 
monuments,  if  systematically  compiled,  would  be  of  great  in- 
terest.  As  the  beginning  of  such  a  list  we  given  the  following : 

Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Tah-gah-jute,  or  Logan,  stone  monument  in  Fort  Hill  cemetery, 
1852. 

Baltimore,  Md. 

The  Primitive  Chant,  statue,  by  H.  A.  Macl^eil,  in  the  Peabody 
Institute. 

Boston,  Mass. 

The  Appeal  to  the  Great  Spirit,  equestrian  statue,  by  Cyrus  E. 
Dallin,  1909-12. 

Caldwell,  N.  Y. 

Hendrick,  bronze  statue,  by  Albert  Weinert,  1903. 
Chicago,  111. 

The  Sun  Vow,  by  H.  A.  Macl^eil,  for  Mr.  Shaw. 

The  Signal  of  Peace,  equestrian  statue,  by  Cyrus  E.  Dallin,  1895. 

Fort  Madison,  Wash. 

Seattle,  monument,  1890. 

Letchworth  Park,  N.  Y. 
Mary  Jemison,  statue,  by  H.  K.  Bush-Brown,  1910. 

Montclair,  N.  J. 
The  Sun  Vow,  statue,  by  H.  A.  MaclTeil,  for  W.  T.  Evans. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

The  Indian  Hunter,  statue,  by  J.  Q.  A.  Ward,  in  Central  Park, 
1866. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

The  Buffalo  Hunt,  model  at  the  Jamestown  Exposition,  by  H.  K. 
Bush-Brown,  1907. 
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Norwich,  Conn. 

Miantonomoh,  stone  monument,  1841. 
Uncas,  obelisk  at  grave,  1842. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  Medicine  Man,  equestrian  statue,  by  Cyrus  E.  Dallin,  1903. 

Portland,  Oreg. 
The  Coming  of  the  White  Man,  statue,  by  H.  A.  MaclSTeil. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

The  Protest  of  the  Sioux,  model  at  the  St.  Louis  Exposition,  by 
Cyrus  E.  Dallin,  1904. 

Three  Forks,  Mont. 

Sacajawea,  the  Shoshone  Squaw  who  guided  the  Lewis  &  Clark 
expedition,  tablet  erected  by  the  Montana  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  1914.    (See  footnote  on  page  313.) 

Urbana,  Ohio. 

The  Indian  Hunter,  statue,  by  J.  Q.  A.  Ward,  at  his  gTave,  replica 
of  one  in  Central  Park,  New  York  City,  1914. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

The  Sun  Vow,  statue,  by  H.  A.  MacNeil,  in  Corcoran  Art  Gallery. 

Locality  Not  Determined. 

Washakii,  Chief  of  the  Shoshones,  by  Cyrus  E.  Dallin. 

On  the  War  Path,  by  Cyrus  E.  Dallin. 

Pretty  Eagle,  Indian  Chief,  by  Cyrus  E.  Dallin. 

The  Scout,  by  Cyrus  E.  Dallin. 

Indian  Heads  (9),  by  H.  A.  MacNeil. 

Indian,  by  Paul  Manship. 

Squaw  Winter,  by  John  Paulding. 

Ny-g-ta,  by  John  Paulding. 

The  Story  Teller  (relief),  by  W.  S.  Phillips. 

The  Indian  Warrior,  by  A.  Phimister  Proctor. 

The  Iron  Trail,  by  A.  Phimister  Proctor. 

Indian  and  Puma,  by  Arthur  Putnam. 

Legal  End  of  the  Montauk  Tribe 

A  legal  decision  of  interest  in  its  bearing  on  the  Indian  his- 
tory of  the  State  of  New  York  was  rendered  by  the  Appellate 
Division  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  Brooklyn,  October  17,  1914. 
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It  declares  that  tlie  Montauk  Indians  as  a  tribe  ceased  to  exist 
in  1885.  The  case  as  reported  in  the  public  press,  goes  back  to 
1879  when  the  Montauk  tribe  occupied  4,200  acres  at  Montauk  j 
Point,  known  as  the  "  Indian  Field."  In  that  year  the  land  was 
sold  to  Arthur  W.  Benson  "  subject  to  the  rights  of  the  Montauk 
tribe."  For  the  deed  Benson  gave  the  Indians  other  lands  and 
-other  considerations.  Chief  Pharaoh,  representing  what  is  left 
of  the  old  tribe,  recently  began  suit  to  recover  the  land  for  the 
tribe,  basing  his  claim  on  the  wording  of  the  deed  by  which  Ben- 
son took  title  "  subject  to  the  rights  of  the  Montauk  tribe."  The 
Special  Term  in  Suffolk  county  ruled  that  there  was  no  Montauk 
tribe;  that  it  disintegrated  and  ceased  to  exist  as  such  in  1885, 
and  that  Chief  Pharaoh  could  not  sue  in  the  name  of  the  tribe 
whatever  might  be  the  rights  of  the  individual  families  of  In- 
dians still  remaining.  The  case  was  carried  to  the  Appellate 
Division,  which  declared  that  the  Montauks  "  have  no  tribal  ex- 
istence or  customs  and  have  adopted  the  methods  of  civilization." 
The  court  affirmed  the  rulings  of  the  lower  court  and  held  that 
the  heirs  of  Benson, —  Jane,  Anne  and  Mary  Benson  —  have 
-a  good  title  to  the  "  Indian  Field." 

Tablet  to  First  Indian  Graduate  Nurse 

A  tablet  has  recently  been  erected  in  the  church  on  the  Indian 
Heservation  at  Oneida,  Wisconsin,  by  the  Indian  Training  Asso- 
ciation, in  memory  of  ISTancy  Cornelius,  the  first  American  Indian 
woman  to  become  a  graduate  nurse.  She  was  a  communicant  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  an  efficient  nurse,  and  for  a  time 
in  charge  of  the  church's  hospital  at  Oneida. 

Proposed  Monument  to  Osceola,  Seminole  Chief 

In  the  last  Congress,  the  Hon.  Frank  Clark,  member  from 
Florida,  introduced  a  bill  for  a  monument  to  the  famous  Seminole 
Chief  Osceola.  The  bill,  which  failed  to  pass,  provided  for  an 
appropriation  of  $25,000  for  a  monument  to  be  located  somewhere 
in  Florida  at  a  place  to  be  decided  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  ! 
Osceola  was  the  great  leader  of  the  Seminole  War  about  80  years  j 
^go.    When  he  was  captured  near  St.  Augustine  he  was  first 
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confined  in  Fort  Marion  in  that  City,  and  later  was  taken  to  Fort 
Moultrie,  S.  C.  Plis  body  is  buried  at  the  entrance  to  Fort 
Moultrie  and  his  gravestone  bears  this  inscription: 

OSCEOLA 
Patriot  and  Warrior 
Died  January  30,  1838 

The  project  for  the  monument,  which  has  been  zealously  advo- 
cated during  the  past  two  or  three  years  by  Mrs.  Minnie  Moore 
Willson  of  Kissimee,  Fla.,  includes  the  transfer  of  Osceola's  body 
to  Florida. 

Proposed  Monument  to  William  Walker,  a  Wyandotte  Indian 

The  Senate  of  Kansas  passed  in  March,  1915,  a  bill  making  an 
appropriation  for  a  monument  to  William  Walker,  a  Wyandotte 
Indian,  who  was  the  first  provisional  Governor  of  Kansas.  It  is 
proposed  to  place  the  monimient  at  his  grave  in  Kansas  City, 
Kansas.  When  the  bill  was  being  discussed  in  the  Senate,  the 
venerable  Senator  L.  P.  King,  a  veteran  of  the  Indian  Wars, 
made  a  short  speech  in  the  Sioux  language.  The  New  York 
Times  of  March  21,  1915,  says  that  William  Walker  was  chief 
of  the  Wyandotte  tribe  which  brought  the  first  church  and  the 
first  school  to  Kansas  when  it  emigrated  from  Ohio  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Kaw  River  in  the  '30's.  When  a  large  number  of  Indian 
traders,  missionaries  and  Indians  organized  the  provisional  gov- 
ernment of  the  then  Is'ebraska  Territory,  they  elected  Walker  the 
Provisional  Governor.  This  territory  included  all  of  Kansas  and 
ISTebraska  and  parts  of  Oklahoma  and  Colorado.  Walker  served 
until  the  Territorial  Government  of  Kansas  was  organized  in 
1854,  when  Samuel  Reeder  was  appointed.  Reeder  was  forced  by 
the  slavery  exponents  later  to  flee  the  country. 

Walker  also  figured  in  the  "American  ISTotes "  of  Charles 
Dickens.  Dickens  met  Walker  in  St.  Louis  and  considered  him 
a  most  remarkable  man. 

W ah-ha-gun-ta,  Ke-ioe-tah-gie-shig,  or  J ohn  Smith 

In  our  Report  for  1913,  at  page  282,  we  made  a  record  of  a 
venerable  living  Indian  "  landmark,"  Wah-ha-gun-ta,  Chief  Fire- 
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maker  of  the  Blackfeet  Indians,  who,  with  a  reputed  age  of  131 
years,  was  believed  to  be  the  oldest  living  being  in  the  world. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Allender,  Superintendent  of 
the  Cass  Lake,  Minn.,  Reservation,  we  are  enabled  to  record  in- 
teresting particulars  concerning  this  Indian  contained  in  an  official 
report  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  by  Mr.  Walter 
Dickens,  Superintendent  and  Special  Disbursing  Agent,  who  in 
July,  1914,  made  a  trip  to  Ball  Club,  Minn.,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  interviewing  Wah-ha-gun-ta.  We  do  not  recall  a  more 
interesting  and  at  the  same  time  more  pathetic  picture  of  the  last 
days  of  an  old  Indian's  life. 

Wah-ha-g"un-ta  has  another  name,  which,  as  he  gave  it  to  Mr. 
Dickens,  is  pronounced  Ke-we-tah-gie-shig.  He  is  also  known  as 
John  Smith.  Mr.  Dickens  found  the  old  man  lying  on  a  bunch 
of  hay  piled  on  the  groimd  in  the  end  of  a  small  birch-bark  house 
on  the  north  shore  of  Mud  Lake,  about  10  or  15  miles  south  and 
west  of  Ball  Club.  Ball  Club  is  a  little  station  on  the  Great 
JSTorthern  Railroad  about  30  miles  east  of  Cass  Lake.  The  birch- 
bark  hovel  was  about  12  by  14  feet  in  size,  temporarily  constructed 
and  used  by  the  Indians  during  rice  gathering  time.  Mud  Lake, 
which  is  3  or  4  miles  long  and  about  11/2  miles  wide,  is  virtually 
one  solid  rice  field.  Mr.  Dickens  crossed  the  lake  in  the  evening 
of  July  30,  1914,  in  a  canoe  with  an  interpreter  and  reached  the 
camp  about  8  o'clock,  just  after  nightfall.  There  were  several 
families  of  Indian  rice-gatherers  collected  there.  Wah-ha-gun-ta 
was  asleep,  huddled  up  on  a  little  pile  of  hay  in  the  bottom  of 
his  birch-bark  shack.  Over  his  bed  had  been  hung  some  sheets 
forming  a  sort  of  canopy. 

Wah-ha-gun-ta  has  the  appearance  of  being  extremely  old.  His 
frame  is  wasted,  his  face  deeply  wrinkled,  and  his  hair  white. 
His  hair  is  cut  short.  Mr.  Dickens  questioned  him  through  an 
interpreter  and  he  answered  the  questions  readily,  always  speak- 
ing in  the  Indian  language.  He  evidently  understood  English, 
however,  because  he  answered  some  of  Mr.  Dickens'  questions  with- 
out their  being  interpreted.  He  said  that  a  number  of  years  ago 
he  spoke  English  fluently,  but  that  his  memory  was  failing  and 
he  had  forgotten  a  great  deal  of  his  English.  He  remembered 
distinctly  the  Shower  of  Stars  which,  Mr.  Dickens  says,  occurred 
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about  105  years  ago;  and  as  the  Indian  said  lie  was  five  years 
old  at  that  time,  it  would  appear  that  he  is  at  least  110  years  old. 
He  claims,  however,  to  be  120  years  old,  but  says  "  Father  Simon  " 
is  the  only  person  who  knows  how  old  he  is.  He  could  not  tell 
where  Father  Simon  lived. 

Mr.  Dickens  says  that  Wah-ha-gun-ta's  statements  were  sub- 
stantially as  follows: 

Wah-ha-gun-ta:  The  only  party  that  knows  my  name  is 
Father  Simon.  About  four  years  ago  he  told  me  that  I  was  five 
years  old  at  the  time  the  stars  fell.  I  remember  very  well  that 
occurrence.  I  can't  get  around  as  well  as  I  used  to.  You  can 
judge  by  my  appearance  that  I  am  very  old.  I  can  walk  about 
one  and  one-half  miles,  but  have  to  rest  three  or  four  times.  Since 
last  ISTew  Year's  my  eyes  have  begun  to  fail  me.  My  appetite  is 
good,  but  my  thi'oat  seems  to  give  me  trouble.  I  cough  a  great 
-deal  on  that  account.  My  kidneys  are  beginning  to  trouble  me 
some,  also.  I  could  not  take  any  long  journeys  now.  I  have 
always  felt  that  if  I  should  go  far  away  I  would  never  return.  I 
do  not  thinlv  I  will  last  a  great  deal  longer.  My  wife  and  I  lived 
here  for  many  years.  Pier  allotment  adjoins  mine  on  the  west. 
She  is  buried  at  White  Oak  Point  and  I  want  to  be  there  when  I 
go.  My  teeth  are  all  gone,  lost  the  last  one  about  ten  years  ago. 
I  belong  to  the  Catholic  church.  I  probably  will  want  to  ask  you 
some  questions  before  you  go.  I  have  been  married  nine  times. 
My  wives  are  all  dead.  I  had  no  plural  wives.  In  my  early  man- 
hood I  had  a  child  by  a  young  woman,  but  the  child  died  when 
about  four  years  old.  My  brothers  and  sisters  are  all  dead.  I 
had  four  brothers  and  one  sister.  My  sister  died  about  six  years 
ago.  She  was  younger  than  me.  My  father  had  three  wives. 
There  were  thirty-one  offspring  from  these  women.  I  have  an 
idea  of  your  mission,  and  I  wish  to  inform  you.  I  have  heard 
there  has  been  considerable  comment  on  my  age.  I  have  had  a 
good  many  photographs  taken,  which  have  been  sent  all  over  the 
country,  even  abroad.  Recently  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  cities.  I 
went  with  six  other  men,  two  childi-en,  and  one  white  woman. 
Recently  I  went  to  Walker,  l)ut  failed  to  make  any  revenue  for 
myself.  I  went  with  Charley  Benell.  From  the  account  of  the 
man  I  went  Avith  they  Avere  drinking;  and  I  am  infonned  that 
they  got  over  $100.00.  We  got  on  the  train  at  Walker  and  went 
to  Minneapolis  by  way  of  Duluth.  They  didn't  do  me  great  hann 
by  taking  the  money  I  really  feel  I  earned  for  them.  I  generally 
pay  a  visit  to  Cass  Lake,  Bena,  Ball  Club,  Deer  River,  Cohasset 
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and  Grand  Rapids.  .  The  citizens  of  these  towns  contribute  to  my 
support,  but  at  this  time  I  am  really  bard  up." 

Mr.  Dickens:  Do  you  tbink  you  could  spend  tbe  rest  of  your 
days  in  an  old  folks'  borne  or  hospital  ?  " 

Wah-horgun-ta:  ISo.  I  had  a  sample  of  that  some  time 
ago,  and  at  that  time  I  was  not  very  well  taken  care  of.  I  have 
long  wished  for  an  opportunity  to  express  my  wishes  to  a  govern- 
ment employee.  As  my  trip  to  Minneapolis  was  explained  to  me 
I  should  have  enough  to  care  for  me  a  while.  It  grieves  me  that 
people  should  take  advantage  of  me,  and  I  think  I  shall  never 
attempt  another  trip  like  that  again.  You  come  just  when  I  have 
my  right  senses.   Oftentimes  I  don't  know  just  where  I  am  at." 

At  this  juncture  the  Indian's  supper  was  brought  in  to  bim^ 
about  8.45  in  the  evening.  He  ate  heartily  of  wild  rice,  which 
had  been  gathered  during  the  day.  This  with  a  cup  of  tea  con- 
stituted the  supper  of  the  family,  which  was  composed  of  a  good 
strong  woman,  whom  Mr.  Dickens  judged  to  be  about  forty  years 
old,  a  young  man  and  woman  about  twenty-five  years  old,  and  a 
boy  about  twelve  or  thirteen  years  old.  During  the  old  man's 
meal  he  stopped  to  state : 

"  In  the  early  days,  in  my  time,  we  did  not  have  these  dishes. 
We  ate  with  wooden  spoons  and  birch  bark  plates.  I  have  eighty 
acres  in  my  allotment.  I  did  not  get  any  pine.  It  is  open  land. 
I  have  a  few  pine  trees,  but  do  not  know  whether  I  could  sell  them 
or  not." 

In  answer  to  the  question  as  to  what  income  he  had  he  stated: 

"All  I  get  is  annuity  payments.  I  make  my  home  with  John 
T.  Smith,  a  distant  relative.  My  name,  J obn  Smith,  was  given  to 
me  by  an  Indian  trader  named  Joel  Howard  at  Leech  Lake.  Cap- 
tain Mercer  wrote  me  a  paper,  which  I  circulated  among  white 
people  to  earn  my  living.  In  my  younger  days  I  used  to  hunt  and 
make  my  living.  I  lived  across  the  lake  on  Deer  River  for  twenty 
years.  I  have  killed  lots  of  game,  such  as  moose,  deer,  caribou,, 
bears  and  fur-bearing  animals.  I  took  great  pride  in  hunting.  I 
never  was  in  want  of  worldly  goods.  It  is  over  eighteen  years 
since  I  took  my  last  hunt.  I  never  smoked  until  I  was  over  thirty 
years  old.  I  use  a  great  deal  of  tobacco  now  mixed  with  kin-e- 
kin-nic.  I  am  strongly  opposed  to  living  in  a  hospital  or  home 
for  old  people,  because  I  am  not  used  to  it.  It  would  Idll  me 
sure.    There  are  a  great  many  old  people  around  here  who  do  not 
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get  rations.  I  don't  get  any.  I  am  unable  to  get  up  and  I  wish 
you  to  excuse  me  for  I  want  to  shake  hands  with  you.  (Shakes 
hands.)  It  is  hard  for  me  to  see  just  what  benefit  has  come  ta 
our  people  by  education." 

He  explained  that  this  was  because  of  his  own  life  and  habits, 
which  had  never  been  changed.  As  he  was  uneducated  himself 
and  unaccustomed  to  the  life  of  modem  civilization  he  was  in- 
capable of  making  a  comparison,  and  unable  to  see  the  benefits 
of  education  to  his  people.  The  old  man  stated  that  his  people 
received  education,  proclaimed  his  good  will  to  the  government 
and  general  friendship  to  the  white  people.  Returning  to  the  sub- 
ject of  his  support  he  stated: 

"  I  have  been  approached  by  my  Indian  friends  to  stay  two  or 
three  days  in  one  place,  so  that  I  would  not  be  a  burden  to  any 
one  person.  I  was  bom  and  raised  over  by  Pah-kay-ga-mah,  south 
of  Grand  Rapids.  I  have  lived  here  upon  the  Leech  Lake  Reser- 
vation for  about  forty  years.  I  was  down  in  southern  Minnesota 
during  the  Sioux  Massacre,  when  the  Sioux  killed  over  four  hun- 
dred Chippewas,  being  about  three  years  old  at  that  time.  I  can 
remember  it  well.  There  was  no  St.  Paul  or  Minneapolis,  but  a 
little  settlement  of  about  five  or  six  buildings  below  the  falls.  The 
leading  man's  name  was  Pab-de-gree.  His  mission  was  to  get  the 
Siouxs  and  Chippewas  to  agree,  but  it  turned  into  a  massacre. 
The  steamboat  landed  just  below  the  falls  with  a  lot  of  soldiers. 
At  the  time  of  the  Bear  River  trouble  I  happened  to  be  away,  but 
probably  would  not  have  taken  part  against  the  govemment." 

Mr.  Dickens  adds: 

"  I  consider  this  old  man  to  be  in  very  excellent  physical  condi- 
tion considering  his  age.  lie  walks  ^vith  a  cane,  got  up  twice  dur- 
ing my  conversation  -with  him,  and  walked  out  of  doors  in  a  very 
alert  manner.  His  face  is  wrinkled  and  weathei'beaten,  and  shows 
the  marks  of  time.  His  memoiy  appeared  to  be  unusually  good, 
though  he  stated  that  he  was  beginning  to  get  rather  absent- 
minded.  His  eyesight  has  only  just  recently  failed  him,  as  he 
states  that  his  eyes  had  begun  to  fail  him  since  last  Christmas. 
It  appears  from  his  statements  that  he  has  eighty  acres  of  land, 
and  that  he  is  the  sole  heir  to  his  wife's  allotment  of  eighty  acres, 
which  adjoins  his  own,  but  that  he  derives  no  benefit  from  his 
holdings,  and  that  in  fact  he  is  supported  by  his  Indian  friends, 
who  take  him  for  two  or  three  days  at  a  time  in  order,  he  says, 
that  he  may  not  be  a  burden  upon  any  of  them.    This  statement 
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was  later  corroborated  by  tbe  Indian  woman  with  wbom  lie 
stopped,  whose  name  I  could  not  learn." 

Chief  Wa-he-we-ge-ives,  Aged  129  Years 

In  the  American  Magazine  of  !N"ovember,  1914,  appeared  an 
article  by  Mr.  Joseph  McDermott  of  the  Minneapolis,  Minn., 
Tribune,  in  regard  to  Chief  Wa-be-we-ge-wes  of  the  Chippewas, 
then  estimated  to  be  128  years  of  age.  This  Indian,  Avho  resides  on 
the  Cass  Lake,  Minn.,  Eeservation,  recently  visited  Minneapolis. 
Through  an  interpreter  he  declared  that  he  was  born  in  ISTorthern 
Minnesota  when  that  State  was  a  province  of  France  and  that  he 
was  positive  he  was  128  years  Old.  Mr.  C.  H.  Allender,  Super- 
intendent of  the  Cass  Lake  Reservation,  writes  to  as  in  response 
to  our  inquiry :  "  He  is  best  described  as  a  little  dried-up,  old 
man.  He  is  about  five  feet  tall,  stooped,  and  his  legs  are  bowed 
as  though  he  might  have  spent  years  in  the  saddle.  He  walks 
with  a  cane.  As  to  his  age,  no  one  could  say  with  any  degree 
of  accuracy.  This  old  Indian  is  quite  a  character,  and,  while 
we  have  no  definite  information  about  his  age,  one  can  hardly 
doubt  that  he  far  past  the  hundred  mark,  after  seeing  and  study- 
ing the  lines  and  wrinkles  in  his  face."  * 

Marriage  of  Princess  Sequoya  and  Richard  CroJcer 

The  first  marriage  between  an  Indian  and  an  English-speaking 
white  man  solemnized  by  religious  rites  within  the  limits  of  the 
present  United  States  was  that  of  Pocahontas  and  John  Eolfe  at 
Jamestown,  Va.,  in  1614.  Probably  the  most  notable  union  of 
members  of  the  two  races  since  that  date  occurred  300  years  later 
in  JSTew  York  City,  where,  on  N^ovember  26,  1914,  Mr.  Richard 
Croker,  the  former  political  leader,  and  Kotaw  Kaluntuchy  (Miss 
Pula  Benton  Edmondson)  were  married  in  the  home  of  Mr. 
ISTathan  Straus  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  The  particulars  of  this  interesting  occasion,  which 
attracted  mdespread  attention,  may  be  found  in  the  New  York 
Times  and  other  papers  of  ISTovember  27. 

*  In  this  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that  on  Tuesday  December  22, 
1914,  Mrs.  Hannah  Kosokoff  died  in  the  Home  of  the  Daughters  of  Israel 
in  New  York  City  at  the  reputed  age  of  117  years. 
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The  Avedding  is  of  historical  interest  because  it  has  brought 
to  notice  au  Indian  woman  with  ambitions  inspired  by  historical 
precedents. 

The  bride  is  a  Cherokee  Indian,  but  not  of  pure  blood.  Her 
mother  was  descended  from  the  famous  Sequoyah,  who  invented 
the  Cherokee  alphabet  of  86  characters,  and  Mrs.  Croker  was 
known  among  her  people  as  Princess  Sequoyah.  Her  father, 
Michael  Smith  Edmondson,  was  a  descendant  of  Lord  Montgom- 
erie.  Earl  of  Eglinton,  whose  ancestor,  Roger  de  Montgomerie, 
commanded  the  Y&n  of  the  IvTomian  Army  in  the  battle  of  Hast- 
ings in  1066.  Eglinton  Castle,  the  ancestral  seat  of  the  family, 
I  is  in  the  County  of  Ayr,  Scotland. 

Mrs.  Croker  was  educated  at  the  Cherokee  iTational  Seminary 
lat  Talequa  a'nd  at  Chicago  University.    She  has  expressed  her 
desire  to  help  civilization  as  other  historical  Indian  women  have 
I  done,  saying: 

I  "  I  have  been  inspired  by  the  example  of  Pocahontas,  who'  did 
so  much  to  make  the  English  people  understand  our  race.  Then 
,  there  was  Sacajawea,*  the  '  bird  woman,'  who  piloted  the  Lewis 
j  and  Clark  expedition  5,000  miles  and  made  it  a  success.  On  the 
j'.way  back,  in  crossing  the  Misso-uri,  her  husband,  a  renegade 
p  Frenchman,  upset  the  canoe  carrying  the  records  of  the  expedi- 
i  ition.  She  dived  again  and  again  until  she  had  saved  all  the 
Ij  valuable  papers  and  trophies.  I  also  find  inspiration  in  Talahina, 
:|!the  Cherokee  maiden,  who  helped  Sam  Houston  to  free  Texas." 

!  m  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Vandalism  by  Suffragettes 

1     If  the  great  European  War  has  caused  the  destruction  of  many 
I  i  cherished  landmarks  in  Belgium  and  France  and  in  some  of  the 
j  shore  towns  of  England,  the  old  adage  that  "  there's  no  great  loss 
without  some  small  gain  "  is  illustrated  in  the  cessation  of  the 
vandalism  by  suffragettes  in  Great  Britain  which,  before  the  war, 

*  Her  name  is  variously  spelled.  The  Bureau  of  Ethnology  spells  it 
"  Sacagawea,''  but  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Parker,  New  York  State  Archaeologist,  who 
is  of  Indian  descent,  favors  "  Sacajawea."  Mr.  Parker  says  of  this  Shoshone 
j  ■woman,  that  her  Hidasta  name  was  a  combination  of  the  words  "  tsakaka," 
:  meaning  "  bird,"  and  "  mia,"  or  "  wia,"  or  "  bia,"  meaning  woman.  Lewis  & 
(  Clark  spelled  her  name  "  Sah-cah-gar-we-ah."  The  letter  "  j  "  in  earlier 
1  spelling  is  frequently  used  for  the  soft  sound  of  "  g  "  and  vice  versa. 
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was  assuming  alarming  proportions.  A  few  instances  of  this 
fanatical  destruction  which  have  come  to  us  by  cable  news  are  as 
follows : 

On  June  1,  1914,  an  arson  squad  "  of  militants  destroyed  by 
fire  the  historic  parish  church  of  St.  Mary's  at  Wargrave,  three 
miles  from  Henley  on  the  Thames  River.  All  that  remains  of 
the  church,  which  was  built  in  1538,  is  a  portion  of  the  tower 
and  the  scorched  stone  walls.  The  church  contained  many  price- 
less treasures,  including  some  bells  four  centuries  old,  which 
melted  in  the  flames. 

On  June  5,  the  famous  old  Breadsall  Church  at  Derby  was 
burned.  Eelics  of  inestimable  value  were  destroyed  and .  the  1 
church,  built  by  the  ITormans,  was  badly  damaged.  Among  the 
historical  treasures  of  the  church  was  the  "  chained  Bible,"  so 
called  because  it  was  chained  to  the  chancel  to  protect  it  from 
theft  or  mutilation.  The  Bible  had  been  in  the  church  for  sev- 
eral centuries  and  was  almost  priceless.  It  was  destroyed  with 
the  other  treasures. 

As  the  result  of  the  attacks  on  the  churches,  special  precautions 
were  taken  in  different  parts  of  Great  Britain  to  protect  old  houses 
of  worship.  On  June  8,  the  custodians  of  the  historic  priory  af 
Christchurch  in  Hampshire,  which  dates  from  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury, stationed  two  guards  with  rifles  in  the  grounds.  Each  of 
the  men  was  accompanied  by  a  dog.  Similar  precautions  were 
taken  elsewhere. 

On  June  11,  1914,  a  bomb  was  exploded  near  the  Coronation 
Chair  in  the  Chapel  of  Edward  the  Confessor  in  Westminster 
Abbey.  A  portion  of  the  carved  work  at  the  back  of  the  chair 
was  broken  off  and  some  of  the  stone  carving  of  the  altar  screen 
was  damaged.  ISTo  material  damage  was  done,  and  happily  the 
pieces  blown  off  could  be  pieced  together  again.  The  Coronation 
Chair  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  relics  in  the  world.  It  was 
made  in  the  year  1300  for  Edward  I.  In  its  seat  is  the  half 
fabulous,  half  histol-ic  "  Stone  of  Scone."  According  to  tradi- 
tion Jacob  rested  his  head  on  the  stone  at  Bethel;  Pharaoh's 
daughter  took  it  to  Spain;  thence  it  was  carried  to  Ireland  and 
then  to  lona.    It  appears  to  emerge  from  the  mists  of  legend  into 
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the  twilight  of  authentic  history  with  St.  Columba,  who  is  be- 
lieved to  have  laid  his  dying  head  upon  it.  The  Scottish  King 
Kenneth  took  it  to  Scone  and  inclosed  it  in  a  wooden  chair.  On 
this  for  four  centuries  Scotland's  kings  were  crowned,  till  Edward 
I  captured  the  stone  and  carried  it  off. 

On  June  12,  the  suffragettes  set  fire  to  Chipstead  Church  near 
Red  Hill.  The  interior  was  burned  out  but  firemen  prevented  total 
destruction. 

On  July  3  they  succeeded  in  burning  to  the  ground  a  great  resi- 
dential mansion  named  Ballymenoch  near  Holywood,  in  Ireland. 
Many  priceless  art  treasures  were  destroyed. 

On  July  S,  an  attempt  was  made  to  blow  iip  the  cottage  at 
Alloway  in  which  Robert  Burns  was  bom  in  1759.  It  was  frus- 
trated by  the  timely  appearance  of  the  night  watchman,  who  was 
going  his  rounds  and  discovered  two  women  in  the  act  of  lighting 
a  fuse  in  the  rear  of  the  cottage.  The  poet's  birthplace  is  owned 
by  the  Burns  Cottage  and  Monument  Trustees,  who  purchased  it 
in  1881  for  $20,000.  The  cottage,  at  the  time  of  its  purchase, 
was  used  as  an  inn ;  but  the  trustees  relinquished  the  tavern  license 
and  restored  it  as  nearly  as  possible  to  its  original  condition.  Last 
year  over  GO, 000  persons  paid  for  admission  to  this  literary  shrine. 
A  museum  and  a  house  for  a  caretaker  have  been  built  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  grounds,  and  to  the  former  most  of  the 
Burns  relics,  including  the  family  Bible,  bought  for  $8,500,  were 
removed.  Some,  however,  remain  in  the  cottage  itself,  and  in  the 
kitchen  at  the  point  where  the  suffragettes  tried  to  fire  it,  there  are 
a  built-in  bed  and  dresser,  which  were  probably  there  when  the 
poet  was  born. 

Si.  Paul's  Cathedral  in  Danger 

In  our  last  Report,  at  pages  294-295,  we  referred  to  the  danger 
which  threatens  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  in  London  on  account  of  the 
instability  of  the  ground  in  which  its  foundations  rest.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1915,  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  the  Cathedral  made  an  appeal 
for  $350,000  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  proposed  repairs. 
A  cable  despatch  of  February  23  reports  the  cathedral  authorities 
as  saying  that  it  is  imanimously  felt  that  steps  must  immediately 
he  taken  to  carry  out  a  comprehensive  scheme  of  permanent 
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strengthening  of  the  fabric.  The  work  to  be  done  includes  the 
removal  of  the  iron  used  by  Sir  Christopher  Wren  in  considerable 
quantities,  which  is  a  source  of  serious  and  increasing  naischief 
to  the  masonry.  The  cathedral's  expert  advisers  are  strongly  con- 
vinced that  no  work  on  the  fabric  will  insure  its  safety  if  any 
tunneling  is  permitted  in  the  vicinity.  The  London  County 
Council  recently  planned  an  underground  road  near  the  cathedral. 

Proposed  Memorial  of  Washington  in  Westminster  Abhey 

One  of  the  many  projects  which  were  formed  for  commemo- 
rating the  centennial  of  Anglo-American  peace  and  which  have 
been  interrupted  by  the  European  war,  one  which  possessed  a 
peculiar  significance,  was  the  plan  to  place  in  Westminster  Abbey 
a  statue  of  Washington.  The  suggestion  was  seriously  criticised 
in  the  London  Outlook  in  January,  1915,  but  has  been  favorably 
commented  on  in  other  quarters.  The  idea  of  the  memorial  did 
not  originate  in  the  United  States,  but  arose  spontaneously  among 
the  British.  The  very  suggestion  is  significant,  even  if  it  is  never 
carried  out.  The  purchase  of  Sulgrave  Manor,  the  home  of 
Washington's  ancestors,  was  consummated,  however,  as  stated  in 
our  last  Report,  and  the  old  Manor  House  will  stand  as  one  monu- 
ment at  least  of  the  ties  that  bind  the  United  States  to  their 
English-speaking  mother  country. 

Statue  of  Chatham  for  Washington,  D.  C. 

In  April,  1914,  public  announcement  was  made  that  the  Ameri- 
can women  residing  in  London  had  commissioned  Mr.  F.  Derwent 
Wood,  A.  E.  A.,  to  execute  a  marble  statue  of  Lord  Chatham  for 
the  City  of  Washington,  D.  C,  as  a  memorial  of  the  Anglo-Ameri- 
can peace  centennial.-  The  women's  committee  is  presided  over  by 
Lady  Arthur  Paget.  It  is  stated  that  Congress  has  accepted  the 
tender  of  the  statue  and  will  place  it  in  the  Capitol. 
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m  FEAITCE 
Joan  of  Arcs  Home  Still  Intact 

While  many  clierislied  landmarks  in  France  liave  been  oblit- 
erated in  the  stomi  of  war  which  has  swept  over  her  borders  since 
the  date  of  our  last  Report,  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  record  that  the 
report  that  Joan  of  Arc's  home  in  Domremy  had  been  destroyed 
was  erroneous.  The  error  probably  arose  on  account  of  the  con- 
fusion of  the  historic  Domremy  and  Domremy  in  the  Mame  dis- 
trict, near  Blesme,  which  was  sacked  and  burned  by  the  invaders. 
The  former  is  situated  a  few  miles  north  of  ISTeufchateau,  which 
had  not  been  invaded  at  last  accounts.  La  Liberte,  published  at 
Paris,  commenting  on  the  error,  said  in  December,  1914: 

"  'No  vandalism  would  have  moved  France  more  than  the 
destruction  of  Joan's  dwelling,  which,  however,  would  probably 
have  escaped  even  had  the  Germans  attacked  the  village,  for  never 
was  a  monument  more  humble,  consisting  of  a  cottage  of  the  mean- 
est, least  pretentious  kind." 

•  m  BELGIUM 

The  detailed  discussion  of  the  painful  subject  of  the  effect  of 
the  war  on  the  landmarks  of  Belgium  must  be  deferred  until  a 
future  time.  We  regret  that  during  the  past  year,  inquiries  by 
mail  addressed  to  our  esteemed  confreres  of  the  National  Society 
for  the  Protection  of  Sites  and  Monuments  in  Belgium  have  failed 
to  evoke  replies,  for  reasons  which  may  readily  be  imagined. 

m  THE  ^NETHERLANDS 

Ernest  Efforts  to  Preserve  Landscape  Beauty 

In  the  proportion  in  which  Americans  admire  the  picturesque- 
ness  of  the  Netherlands,  they  will  appreciate  the  efforts  of  our  co- 
laborers,  the  Bond  Heemsehut  (or  Country  Protection  League) 
for  the  conservation  of  the  natural  and  artistic  beauties  of  that 
country.  It  is  reluctantly  admitted,  even  by  the  Dutch  people 
themselves,  that  if  the  spirit  of  innovation  is  not  restrained,  the 
Netherlands  will  lost  their  old-time  customs  and  many  of  the 
ancient  beauties  of  the  country  will  disappear.    The  effect  of 
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modernization  which  has  long  been  observable  in  the  costumes  of 
the  Dutch  people  in  the  larger  cities  is  now  making  its  appearance 
more  and  more  in  the  landscape.  The  introduction  of  gasolene  or 
other  motors  in  their  windmills  and  the  removal  of  the  windmill 
sails  are  now  converting  these  characteristic  and  picturesque 
features  of  the  Dutch  landscape  into  prosaic  towers,  and  the 
inroads  of  commercial  advertising  signs  are  now  conspicuously 
disfiguring  not  only  windmill  towers  but  also  ancient  and  inter- 
esting examples  of  domestic  architecture.  The  erection  of  electric 
wires,  the  construction  of  electric  tram  lines,  the  cutting  down 
of  trees,  the  filling  up  of  canals,  the  substitution  of  concrete  bridges 
and  wharves  for  those  of  wood,  the  demolition  and  mutilation  of 
old  facades,  the  erection  of  modern  structures  which  lack  the 
artistic  spirit  shown  in  the  old  ones — these  and  many  other  things, 
some  necessary  but  many  avoidable,  are  working  a  change  in  the 
aspect  of  town  and  country. 

The  most  active  influence  for  the  restraint  of  unnecessary  inno- 
vations is  the  Bond  Heemschut.  From  its  1914  report,  we  learn 
not  only  of  the  zeal  of  that  admirable  organization,  but  also  of 
the  evils  with  which  it  has  to  contend. 

Eecalling  the  ordinance  formerly  secured  against  the  violation 
of  nature-beauty  in  the  Provinces  of  North  Holland  and  Zealand 
the  society  now  announces  with  great  satisfaction  that  on  October 
6,  1913,  a  similar  ordinance  was  also  proclaimed  in  the  Province 
of  South  Holland.  On  January  1,  1914,  the  period  elapsed  in 
which  existing  billboard  advertisements  in  the  Province  of  North 
Holland  and  Zealand  might  remain  in  existence.  Billboards  in 
these  provinces  have  now  disappeared  and  a  very  annoying  dis- 
figurement has  happily  come  to  an  end.  For  South  Holland,  the 
period  terminates  January  1,  1916,  so  that  then  the  billboards  in 
that  province  will  also  become  things  of  the  past. 

The  example  given  by  these  three  provinces  ought  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  others.  Some  have  refrained  from  making  an  ordi- 
nance because  they  think  that  this  situation  should  be  regulated 
by  an  imperial  law ;  but  now  that  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  has 
declared  that  the  making  of  ordinances  like  these  is  the  task  of 
the  provincial  and  municipal  authorities,  there  remains  no  ground 
for  holding  back. 
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BpChus  far,  the  ordinance  against  offending  billboards  at  ]>ri]me- 
^n  remains  the  only  one  promulgated  by  a  Dutch  municipality. 
At  Eotterdam,  three  members  of  the  town-council  proposed  the 
addition  to  the  police  ordinance  of  a  restriction  against  billboards. 
The  Bond  Heemschut  supported  this  effort  by  an  address,  and 
25  other  bodies  at  its  instance  Tinited  in  the  representation.  Only 
one  organization  of  permit-holders  upheld  the  billboard.  An 
opinion  of  the  Commission  for  Penalty  Regulations  prevented  the 
acceptance  of  this  proposition  which  would  have  captured  the 
stronghold.  The  council  of  Rotterdam  yet  has  to  take  the  business 
in  hand.  The  Bond  Heemschut  hopes  for  a  speedy  result  in  that, 
quarter. 

When  in  May,  1913,  the  police  ordinance  of  Amsterdam  was 
revised,  the  Society  endeavored  to  secure  the  adoption  therein  of 
restrictions  against  billboards,  but  without  the  hoped-for  result; 
but  the  end  may  be  attained  in  the  revision  of  the  building  ordi- 
nance. The  Burgomaster  and  Aldei*men  of  Amsterdam  already 
have  the  power  to  forbid  illuminated  advertisements  on  houses; 
but  they  evidently  make  no  use  of  this  power,  since,  besides  the 
already  exd sting  erections  which  are  very  unsightly  by  day,  a  new 
one  has  recently  been  placed  on  the  Geelvinck  building  on  the 
Singel  by  the  Mint. 

The  Bond  Heemschut  is  also  endeavoring  to  preserve  the  beauty 
of  the  K^etherlands  in  the  future  by  preventing  ugliness  in  the 
erection  of  new  buildings.  In  1913  the  town  of  Laren,  in  North 
Holland,  added  to  its  building  ordinance  a  provision  which  makes 
the  permission  to  build  dependent  upon  satisfying  the  demands 
of  the  public  welfare  in  the  opinion  of  a  commission  of  judges, 
and  in  1914  the  town  of  Leeuwarden  followed  this  praiseworthy 
example.  The  town  council  of  the  capital  of  Friesland,  says  the 
Bond  Heemschut,  therefore  deserves  the  respect  of  all  who  have 
the  beauty  of  the  ISf^etherlands  at  heart. 

In  Amsterdam,  the  Conamission  for  City  Beauty,  which  was 
appointed  by  the  council,  began  its  active  work  in  1913.  Its  task 
is,  in  a  friendly  way,  by  tho  giving  of  advice,  to  obtain  an  improve- 
nient  in  the  designs  of  buildings,  thus  doing  away  with  the  neces-' 
sity  of  calling  in  the  help  of  experts.  The  opinions  of  architects 
concerning  such  bureaus  of  advice  are  divergent.    While  some 
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•esteem  them  useful  so  long  as  the  better  regulation  of  secondary 
instruction  in  architecture  remains  backward,  others  believe  that 
the  giving  of  help  to  persons  who  properly  must  be  regarded  as 
inexpert  designers  is  wrong.  Also,  the  municipal  ordinances 
which  make  mention  of  the  satisfying  of  the  reqniretnents  of  public 
welfare  find  no  endorsement  from  those  who  are  advocates  of  the 
unrestricted  freedom  of  construction. 

A  gratifying  example  of  private  generosity  in  landmark  con- 
servation is  afforded  by  the  restoration  of  the  church  at  Egmond 
aan  den  Hoef  at  the  expense  of  Mr.  W.  Hamer  of  Amsterdam. 
In  this  old  abbey-church  many  of  the  Counts  of  Holland  are 
interred.  At  a  very  remote  period  the  abbey  zealously  patronized 
science,  and  its  chronicles  formed  the  principal  source  of  the  early 
history  of  Holland.  In  15i72  fanatical  Spanish  iconoclasts  i 
destroyed  the  venerable  and  once  magnificent  buildings.  The 
restoration  of  the  church  has  been  confined  strictly  to  what  is  I 
necessary.  ISTow  the  church  is  in  use,  its  old  character  entirely 
preserved.  . 

The  Boud  Heemschut  has  appealed  to  the  national  government 
for  an  appropriation  for  the  renovation  of  the  Dromedaris-tower 
at  Enkhuizen,  which  is  in  a  dilapidated  condition.  This  relic  of 
the  old  fortifications  dates  from  1540. 

From  Naarden  came  a  complaint  about  the  great  disfigurement  | 
^vhich  the  stretching  of  the  electric  light  wires  against  the  gables 
of  the  picturesque  Stadthuis  produced.  The  Burgomaster  and 
Aldermen  promised  to  have  a  plan  and  estimate  made  for  the 
removal  of  the  wires,  believing  that  the  board  of  finance  would 
make  it  available  but  as  yet  the  wires  have  not  been  removed.  I 
The  same  town  council  allowed  the  old  linden  tree  near  the 
Stadthuis  to  be  cut  down  without  any  necessity. 

Efforts  which  were  made  to  preserve  unchanged  the  house  vs^ith  j 
the    sconen  "  gable  have  not  yet  secured  the  desired  result.  i 

Better  success,  however,  attended  the  preservation  of  the  Mint-  [i 
tower  at  Deventer  which  was  sold.    The  new  owner  will  keep 
this  picturesque  structure  in  condition. 

In  September,  1913,  the  report  came  from  Limburg  that  on 
account  of  the  laying  of  an  electric  tram-line,  the  trees  along  the 
highway  from  Maastricht  to  Vaals  were  to  be  cut  down.  There- 
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upon,  the  Minister  of  the  Water  Department  was  itrged  to  pre- 
serve the  trees.  The  south  of  Limburg  has  few  trees  and  conse- 
quently the  destruction  of  these  trees  would  have  been  very 
deplorable.  Messrs.  Haft'mans  and  Michiels,  Members  of  the 
First  Ch:imber,  and  Mr.  Ruys  de  Berenbrouck,  Member  of  the 
Second  Chamber,  were  ready  immediately  to  support  the  petition, 
and  so  the  Bond  Heemschut  has  been  rejoiced  by  the  intelligence 
that  the  trees  will  be  spared. 

From  Edam  came  the  information  that  the  tower  of  the  former 
Holy  Virgin  Church,  the  so-called  Speel-tower,  was  in  such  a  bad 
state  that  fear  was  entertained  that  the  upper  part  would  fall 
down.  In  cooperation  with  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of 
Architecture,  the  Bond  Heemschut  managed  to  have  the  necessary 
measures  taken  for  its  protection,  in  expectation  of  a  complete 
restoration  of  that  monument. 

Then  from  Hoorn  the  society  was  informed  that  the  town 
council  had  decided  to  substitute  a  pier  of  reinforced  concrete  for 
the  very  picturesque  wooden  pier.  It  was  evident  that  the  wooden 
wharf,  with  relatively  insignificant  cost,  could  be  kept  in  place, 
while  the  construction  of  a  pier  of  reinforced  concrete  would 
involve  a  very  large  amount.  Therefore  the  attention  of  the 
Deputed  States  (the  pemianent  administrative  Committee)  of 
K^orth  Holland  was  called  to  this  decision.  The  tovsm  council  of 
Hoorn  appointed  a  commission  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and 
it  proposed  a  resolution  which  the  town  council  accepted,  so  that 
the  picturesque  wooden  pier  remains  standing. 

In  the  autumn  of  1913  information  was  received  that  about 
250  great  trees  at  Klundert  would  be  sold  by  Treasurer's  office  of 
the  Domain.  As  these  trees  are  still  in  good  condition  and  add 
much  to  the  beauty  of  the  region,  an  appeal  for  their  preservation 
was  made  to  the  Minister  of  Finance.  Although  the  sale  must 
now  be  consummated,  the  answer  was  received  that  henceforth 
only  the  trees  which  show  no  growth  or  are  a  source  of  danger 
will  be  felled,  while  by  the  planting  of  new  trees  the  preservation 
of  the  landscape  will  be  cared  for. 

About  the  same  time  it  was  learned  that  the  trees  on  the  Heeren- 
I    gracht  (canal)  at  Middleburg  would  be  cut  down  without  neces- 
sity.  An  address  to  the  council  of  that  town  for  the  preservation 
H 
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of  the  trees  had  not,  at  last  accounts,  been  followed  by  the  desired 
results. 

When  the  church  authorities  of  Mantgum  had  decided  to  pull 
down  the  handsome  old  tower  at  Schillard,  a  letter  was  written 
urging  the  preservation  of  this  monument ;  but  no  answer  to  this 
letter  had  been  received  at  the  date  of  the  report. 

At  Alkmaar,  there  was  an  intention  of  filling  up  the  Verdronken 
Oord,  a  very  picturesque  canal  bordered  by  17th  century  houses, 
Efforts  to  prevent  this  had  a  fortunate  outcome,  so  that  it  may 
be  anticipated  that  Alkmaar  will  preserve  this  canal. 

A  similar  fate  which  endangered  the  very  picturesque  little 
canal  Munnikeveld  at  Hoorn  appears  also  to  have  been  averted. 

The  council  of  the  town  of  Ede  decided  to  sell  to  private  parties 
the  road  between  Otterloo  and  Hoenderloo,  as  the  result  of  which 
oue  of  the  most  beautiful  thoroughfares  of  the  ISTetherlands  would 
no  longer  be  accessible.  A  new  road  through  a  less  picturesque 
region  was  to  be  made.  The  united  efforts  of  the  A.  N.  W.  B. 
Tourist-bund  for  the  ISTetherlands  and  the  Bond  Heemschut  suc- 
ceeded in  having  a  different  route  laid  out  through  a  more 
picturesque  region. 

The  proposition  of  the  Burgomaster  and  Aldermen  of  Amster- 
dam to  connect  the  Spui  with  the  Koekjes  bridge  by  a  road  across 
the  Heerengracht,  Keizersgracht  and  Prinsengracht  (canals)  led 
to  the  sending  of  a  >  recommendation  that  in  order  to  avoid  the 
very  great  injury  to  the  beauty  of  the  locality,  the  neighboring 
Leidschestraat  be  widened  on  the  side  toward  Spiegelstraat. 

When  the  town  council  of  Haarlem  decided  to  demolish  the 
old  customs-houses  on  the  Groote  Houtpoort,  an  address  was  sent 
begging  that  these  little  buildings,  which  give  a  peculiar  character 
to  the  southern  approach  to  the  city,  be  spared. 

The  foregoing  are  only  a  few  of  many  illustrations  of  the  excel- 
lent work  of  our  confreres  in  the  Netherlands,  to  whom  we  extend 
our  congratulations  upon  their  untiring  zeal. 

The  principal  officers  of  the  Bond  Heemschut  are  as  follows : 

President:    Prof.  Dr.  H.  Brugmans  of  Amsterdam. 
Vice-President :    D.  F.  Tersteeg  of  ISTaarden. 
First  Secretary:    A.  W.  Weissman  of  Haarlem. 
Second  Secretary:    J.  H.  W.  Laliman  of  Amsterdam. 
Treasurer:    G.  A.  Pos  of  Baarn. 
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m  GERMANY 

Nature  Monument  Protection 

The  work  of  nature-monument  protection  in  Germany,  up  to 
the  time  of  our  last  advices  before  the  war,  continued  in  a  grati- 
fying manner  under  the  intelligent  administration  of  the  Staat- 
liche  Stelle  fur  ISTaturdenmalpflege  in  Preussen,  of  which  Pro- 
fessor H.  Conwentz  is  the  head.  The  address  of  this  department 
is  Grunwaldstrasse  6-7  (old  Botanical  Museum)  Berlin- 
Schoneberg.  Over  forty  local  committees  have  been  organized, 
and  many  valuable  reports  and  original  treatises  on  the  subject 
of  nature-monument  protection  edited  by  Commissioner  Conwentz, 
have  contributed  to  the  spread  of  the  movement  in  Germany. 
From  some  of  these  publications  we  glean  the  following  informa- 
tion : 

Germany's  great  commercial  port,  Hamburg,  has  enacted  a 
number  of  regulations  against  defacement  or  injury  to  landscape 
!  beauties.    These  are  included  in  a  building  law  of  April  12,  1912, 
[  the  execution  of  which  is  in  chai-ge  of  a  commission  composed 
Jiof  six  members  of  the  Senate  and  six  citizens.    To  assist  them  in 
jj  their  task  there  is  an  advisory  committee  of  twenty-five  experts, 
1 1  divided  into  eight  groups,  and  it  is  to  one  of  these  groups  that 
ji  questions  touching  landscape  preservation  are  referred.  The 
I -Commission  has  power  to  take  action  against  the  erection  or  alter- 
j;  ation  of  any  building,  when  such  construction  or  alteration  dis- 
i  figures  a  street,  a  locality,  or  a  landscape;  against  the  removal 
lor  alteration  of  natural  monuments;  against  the  cutting  down  of 
isingle  trees,  when  this  will  work  serious  injury  to  the  beauties  of 
jiany  site,  unless  the  removal  of  such  trees  is  of  real  importance 
jjfor  the  general  public  or  for  the  owners;,  against  the  setting  up 
or  retention  of  advertising  signs,  in  case  they  do  harm  to  the 
j  beauty  of  street  or  site.    On  the  recommendation  of  this  Com- 
'!  mission,  the  Senate  prepares  and  registers  a  list  of  sites  having 
jspecial  historic  or  artistic  value,  as  well  as  of  buildings,  planta- 
jtions,  art  works  set  up  in  the  open  air,  funeral  monuments  and 
also  streets,  localities  or  regions  which  are  particularly  in  need 
pf  preservation;  this  list  is  made  generally  knovm.* 

I   •  Herr  Brick  of  Hamburg,  in  Beitrage  zur  Naturdenkmalpf lege,  ed.  by  H, 
3onwentz,  Vol.  IV,  Heft  4,  Berlin,  1914,  pp.  426  sqq. 
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In  the  region  bounded  by  tbe  rivers  Ebine,  Eubr,  Lenne  and 
Sieg,  and  commonly  known  as  tbe  Bergstrasse,  much  attention 
has  been  given  to  scenic  preservation,  although  many  obstacles  to 
it  are  offered  by  the  industrial,  principally  agricultural,  uses  to 
vphich  a  great  part  of  the  territory  is  devoted.  A  special  com- 
mittee was  formed  in  1910  to  take  charge  of  the  propaganda  in 
favor  of  the  idea,  and  with  the  timely  and  judicious  enforcement 
of  such  regulations  as  may  have  been  enacted  in  this  direction. 
Here,  as  elsewhere  in  Germany,  the  wonderful  systematization 
that  constitutes  the  chief  strength  of  that  land  has  led  to  a  strict 
division  of  the  field  of  labor  among  the  different  members  of  the 
committee.  In  the  township  of  Mettman  an  enthusiastic  partisan 
of  the  movement  was  found  in  the  town  councillor,  who  not  only 
did  everything  in  his  power  to  interest  the  local  officials  in  the 
cause  by  means  of  lectures  and  general  advice,  but  had  lists  made 
up  of  such  objects  as  were  deserving  of  protection  and  visited  all 
the  various  localities  himself.  By  this  means  many  private 
owners  were  induced  to  conserve  rare  trees  and  plant  forms,  etc. 
This  local  activity  on  a  small  scale,  so  prevalent  in  Germany, 
while  seemingly  of  slight  importance  in  each  particular  instance, 
becomes  highly  significant  when  carried  on  throughout  an  entire 
country,  and  gives  better  results  than  can  be  attained  by  a  few 
scattered  efforts  on  a  large  scale.  That  botanizing  by  school  chil- 
dren, when  pursued  too  enthusiastically,  may  work  a  great  deal} 
of  harm  in  the  case  of  rare  plant  species,  is  the  experience  of  thej 
nature  preservation  committee  of  the  Bergstrasse,  and  the  chair- j 
man  gives  expression  to  the  hope  that  teachers  will  bear  this 
in  mind  when  encouraging  their  pupils  to  collect  botanical 
specimens.* 

The  cause  of  natural  preservation  is  actively  furthered  in 
Bavaria,  and  every  effort  has  been  made  there  to  broaden  thej 
interests  in  this  subject. f  In  the  E'ational  Committee  for  the: 
preservation  of  ISTatural  Monuments  at  Munich  are  delegates 
representing  the  botanical,  ornithological  and  geographical  socie- 

*  Eeport  of  Herr  Paekelmann  of  Barmen,  in  Beitrage  zur  NaturdenkmaL 
pflege,  ed.  by  Dr.  Conwentz,  Berlin,  1914,  pp.  364  sqq. 

t  See  Herr  Reubold  of  Munich,  "  Uber  die  Naturpflege  in  Bayern "  ii 
"  Beitrage  ziir  Naturdenkmalpflege,"  ed.  by  Dr.  H.  Conwentz,  Vol.  IV,  Hft.  4 
pp.  373,  374. 
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ties,  the  Bavarian  associations  of  arcliitects  and  of  engineers,  the 
principal  art  societies,  many  agricultural  unions  and  various 
other  bodies.  The  movement  is  also  receiving  the  earnest  support 
of  the  universities.  An  eminently  practical  extension  of  this 
influence  and  one  calculated  tc  secure  the  proper  enforcement  of 

I  regulations  that  may  be  passed  for  protecting  certain  aspects  of 
nature,  is  the  effort  to  interest  the  Munich  police  force  and  the 
rural  constabulary  by  giving  lectures  on  the  subject  in  the  special 
schools  wherein  the  candidates  for  these  forces  are  trained,  special 

.  attention  being  given  to  the  matter  of  plant  preservation. 

As  a  general  thing,  considerable  care  has  been  exercised  in 
Bavaria  to  avoid  injury  to  the  landscape  in  the  carrying  out  of 
the  extensive  improvements  for  transmitting  electric  power  to 
different  communities  from  the  stations  where  the  electric  force 
is  generated  by  water-power.  Several  species  of  aquatic  birds  have 
been  the  objects  of  conservation,  notably  on  the  Wothsee,  a  lake 
near  Munich  at  an  elevation  of  about  1,800  feet  and  having  an 
area  of  a  little  more  than  one  square  mile.    Of  reservation  tracts, 

'  that  in  the  far-famed  Konigsee,  covering  nearly  9,000  hectares, 
deserves  special  mention. 

Baden  has  not  been  behind  the  other  divisions  of  the  German 

I  Empire  in  taking  energetic  measures  to  protect  the  many  land- 

■  scape  beauties  with  which  all  travelers  to  that  country  are  so 
familiar.  As  a  specimen  of  the  regulations  to  which  this  has 
given  rise,  may  be  cited  the  ordinance  adopted  in  the  city  of 

'  Freiburg.  This  prescribes  the  removal  of  any  inscriptions,  repre- 
senations,  advertising  signs,  etc.,  which  mar  the  landscape  of  any 
particularly  beautiful  spot,  or  which  impair  the  impression  made 
by  any  structu.re  of  special  historic  or  artistic  value.  Imprison- 
ment or  a  fine  of  150  marks  constitutes  the  penalty  for  a  viola- 
tion, and  a  like  penalty  can  be  imposed  on  the  owner  of  these 
disfiguring  objects,  should  he  fail  to  obey  the  summons  to  remove 
them.  The  examples  set  by  Freiburg  has  since  been  followed  by 
many  other  parts  of  Baden,  the  only  objection  to  these  regula- 
tions being  that  they  necessitate  separate  legal  proceedings  in  the 
case  of  each  separate  infringement.  The  liational  History  Asso- 
ciation has  been  officially  designated  by  the  Government  as  the 
beadauarters  for  work  in  nature-preservation,  this  body  having 
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been  constituted  by  the  amalgamation  of  the  Zoological  and  the 
Botanical  associations  of  Baden.  The  requisite  means  for  carry- 
ing on  the  work  effectively  have  been  promised  by  the  authorities, 
and  the  association  is  also  empowered  to  receive  donations  or 
legacies.  With  the  fixed  amount  contributed  by  members  and  a 
regular  allotment  of  500  marks  from  the  grand-ducal  government, 
it  is  believed  that  much  good  can  be  accomplished.  As  a  rule  the 
.  association  has  met  with  cordial  support,  not  only  from  officials 
but  also  from  the  owners  of  buildings  and  land.  The  Black 
Forest  Association  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  work  and  it 
was  due  to  the  efforts  of  its  members  that  the  Schwedenfelsen  in 
the  Schluchtal  and  the  Hochfelsen  on  the  HornisgTinde  have  been 
preserved  from  the  defacement  threatened  by  quarrying  opera- 
tions. The  example  near  home  of  the  danger  to  which  the  cliffs 
of  our  Palisades  were  so  long  exposed  must  make  us  fully  realize 
the  good  work  done  in  preserving  these  fine  cliffs  of  Baden  from 
permanent  injury.* 

As  to  the  respective  advantages  of  international  or  national 
initiative  in  nature  preservation,  Dr.  Conwentz  says  that  the  pro- 
tection of  fauna  and  flora  constitutes  an  essential  part  of  the 
preservation  of  natural  aspects  in  the  various  localities  (Heimat- 
schutz)  and  must  hence  be  regarded  as  a  national  task.  Only 
under  Governmental  supervision  is  it  possible  to  carry  it  out 
effectively,  to  interest  individuals  and  communities  in  the  work 
of  guarding  an  aspect  of  natural  beauty  for  present  and  future 
time.  In  this  respect,  each  separate  land  must  be  the  judge  of 
what  should  be  done  within  its  own  boundaries,  for  as  conditions 
differ  from  land  to  land,  any  common,  international  measures 
would  necessarily  fail  to  meet  the  requirements  of  particular 
cases.  Moreover,  regulations  enacted  by  an  international  body 
would  be  felt  to  be  an  infringement  of  the  prerogative  of  each 
sovereign  state  to  legislate  for  itself  in  such  matters.  Neverthe- 
less, this  in  no  wise  lessens  the  value  of  international  conferences, 
at  which  many  problems  of  more  general  interest  can  be  most 
satisfactorily  discussed  and  resolved.  Indeed  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  several  species  of  animals,  such  as  seals,  reindeer,  etc., 

*  Herr  Meigan  of  Freiburg,  "Ueber  den  Naturschutz  in  Baden;"  Beitrage 
zur  Naturdenkmalpflege,  ed.  by  H.  Conwentz,  Vol.  IV,  Heft  4,  pp.  375-382. 
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some  agreement  between  two  or  more  countries  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary; the  same  is  true  of  any  effort  to  preserve  intact  as  far  as 
possible  the  characteristic  fauna  in  the  Antarctic  regions.* 

Many  of  the  larger  and  rarer  birds  are  expressly  protected  in 
Prussia  from  being  killed  by  hunters,  and  among  these  is  the 
characteristic  though  rather  ungainly  stork,  which  urgently 
requires  this  protection,  as  the  numbers  of  this  species  have 
greatly  decreased  in  recent  years.  This  is  attributed  to  the  con- 
tinually increasing  difficulty  these  birds  find  in  establishing  nests, 
and  the  scant  supply  of  food  they  are  now  able  to  secure  in  many 
settled  regions,  especially  because  of  the  draining  off  of  land. 
The  substitution  of  more  substantial  roofings  for  the  old  straw 
thatches  is  largely  responsible  for  the  decreasing  number  of 
storks'  nests.  Of  such  nests  there  were,  by  count  and  estimate, 
as  many  as  3,651  in  1907,  while  by  1911  only  2,075  nests  were 
to  be  found.  It  is  alleged  that  the  protecting  regulations  have 
sometimes  either  been  violated  or  suspended  because  of  the  belief 
that  storks  might  be  agents  in  the  dissemination  of  the  dreaded 
foot  and  mouth  disease.  Many  of  the  peasants  are  also  strongly 
prejudiced  against  these  birds  on  account  of  the  number  of 
pheasants  and  fowl  they  devour.  Indeed  it  has  been  said  by  one 
observer  that  storks  were  as  destructive  as  foxes.  It  has  even 
been  declared  that  the  enterprising  birds  will  bear  snakes  in 
their  beaks  and  deposit  them  on  roofs,  and  they  are  also  accused 
of  doing  damage  to  the  grass  in  pasture-land.  Some  observations 
seem  to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  species  is  gradually 
declining  in  fecundity,  without  any  apparent  extraneous  cause.f 

m  RUSSIA 

Russia,  because  of  her  immense  territory  and  the  endless  variety 
of  natural  conditions  presented  in  her  domains,  offers  a  wide 
field  for  any  movement  in  nature-preservation  — almost  too  wide 
a  field  we  might  say.  Perhaps  for  this  very  reason  but  little  has 
been  so  far  accomplished  in  this  direction;  and  yet  in  no  other 

*  Beitrage  zur  Naturdenkmalpflege  ed.  by  H.  Conwentz,  Vol.  IV,  Heft  4, 
Berlin,  1914,  pp.  332,  333. 

t  Beitrage  zur  Naturdenkmalpflege,  ed.  by  H.  Conwentz,  Berlin,  1914,  pp. 
354-^57. 
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land  except  our  own  could  such  great  areas  be  treated  as  State 
reservations.  However,  signs  are  not  wanting  that  interest  in 
the  matter  has  already  been  awakened,  and  when  the  war-cloud 
shall  have  passed  over,  some  definite  projects  will  probably  be 
carried  out.  At  the  Russian  CongTCSs  of  ISTaturalists  and  Physi- 
cians held  in  1913,  there  was  a  special  committee  for  natural 
preservation,  constituted  by  the  ISTaturalists'  Congi*ess  and  the 
Caucasian  section  of  the  Russian  Geographical  Society.  A  meet- 
ing was  held  in  Tiflis  on  the  1st  July,  in  the  Imperial  Theatre, 
at  which  Dr.  Conwentz  made  an  address  in  German,  of  which  a 
Russian  translation  was  published  by  Mr.  Novopokrovsky ;  the 
speaker  alluded  to  the  reservation  in  the,  steppes  of  the  Caucasus 
already  established  in  the  nineties  by  Priedrich  Palz-Pein,  as  a 
first  move  in  the  right  direction.  The  Academician,  J.  P.  Borodin, 
formerly  professor  of  botany  in  the  Forestry  Institute  at  Lesnoj, 
has  made  addresses  both  in  Petrograd  and  Moscow,  advocating 
official  action  in  Russia  for  scenic  preservation,  along  the  lines  fol- 
lowed in  Germany,  France,  England  and  other  European  coun- 
tries. A  wide  publicity  was  given  to  his  remarks  and,  as  a  result, 
the  Geographical  Society  of  Petrograd  has  appointed  a  perma- 
nent icommittee  for  the  conservation  of  natural  monuments,  under 
the  chairmanship  of  A.  C.  Jermolov.  The  members  of  this  com- 
mittee represent  various  official  and  scientific  bodies  and  certain 
associations;  its  purpose  is  to  agitate  the  question  and  enlist 
public  interest  in  the  matter, ;  and  also  to  establish  local  com- 
mittees. 

Another  Russian  worker  in  this  field  is  Prof.  JST.  J.  Kusnezov 
of  Dorpat,  who  delivered  an  address  on  April  15,  1911,  in  the 
great  auditorium  of  the  Riga  Polytechnikum,  making  his  subject 
attractive  by  a  free  upse  of  the  stereopticon  views;  this  was  suc- 
ceeded on  JSTovember  26  by  another  address  in  the  Hall  of  the 
University  of  Dorpat,  and  by  still  another,  on  December  13, 
before  the  Petrograd  Geographical  Society,  on  nature  preserva- 
tion in  the  Caucasus.  His  proposition  to  establish  botanical  reser- 
vations in  this  region  has  already  met  with  partial  success.  It 
is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  interest  members-  of  the  Duma 
in  the  good  cause,  as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  the  passing  of 
any  general  laws  in  reference  to  this  object.    An  appropriate 
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designation  for  such  reservation  was  proposed  by  tlie  late  Vice- 
President  of  the  Russian  Geographical  Society,  who  suggested 
that  they  should  be  called     Nature  Homes."* 

A  reservation  to  protect  a  fine  grove  of  Elder  pines  (Pinus 
Eldaricus  Mediw)  has  been  established  in  the  Russian  depart- 
ment of  Elizabethpol  in  the  Caucasus,  thanks  to  the  initiative  of 
Countess  Fvarov,  President  of  the  Russian  Archaelogical  Society 
in  Moscow.  This  growth  of  trees,  on  the  slopes  of  the  Eliarongi, 
to  the  right  of  the  J ena  River,  offers  the  sole  example  in  the  world 
of  this  rare  variety.  In  all  there  are  about  2,000  of  them  here, 
and  because  of  their  sparse  distribution  they  show  twisted  trunks 
and  an  asymmetrical  crown.  Special  watchmen  have  been  ap- 
pointed to  guard  this  tract,  which  has  a  maximum  extent  of  from 
to  2  kilometers.  Another  important  reserved  tract  in  this 
Russian  province  is  the  Lagodechi  chasm,  on  the  southern  declivity 
of  the  main  mountain  chain  of  the  eastern  Caucasus,  and  traversed 
by  the  Lagodech  and  Anzal  rivers.  The  steep  sides  of  the  moun- 
tain are  almost  entirely  covered  with  a  thick  growth  of  primitive 
forests,  composed  of  beech-trees,  Caucasian  lindens  and  the  great 
acorn  (Acer  insigne),  many  of  them  of  extraordinary  height.  On 
the  treeless  cliffs  of  the  chasm  grow  specimens  of  a  large  number 
of  indigenous  species,  such  as  Primula  Juliae,  Gentiana  lago- 
dechiana,  etc.  This  reservation  was  constituted  in  1913  by  the 
Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Petrograd,  and  efficient  watch- 
men are  on  guard  to  prevent  the  felling  of  trees  or  the  invasion 
of  cattle.t 

12^  AUSTRIA-IIUJsTGARY 

Although  no  such  concerted  effort  for  nature  preservation  has 
been  made  in  Austria-Hungary  as  in  Gennany,  still  something- 
has  been  done  in  this  direction.  Several  extensive  forest  reserva- 
tions have  been  established  by  certain  of  the  nobility.  One  of 
these  in  Gratzen,  Bohemia,  dates  from  1838.  As  a  rule  the  pro- 
tection awarded  to  wild  animal  life  has  been  dictated  by  purely 

*  See  "  Beitrage  zur  Naturdenkmalpflege,"  ed.  by  H.  Conwentz.  Vol.  IV, 
Heft  4,  Berlin,  1914,  pp.  435  sqq. 

t  "  Beitrage  zur  Naturdenkmalpflege,"  ed.  by  H.  Conwentz,  Vol.  IV,  Heft  4, 
Berlin,  1914,  pp.  450,  451. 
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utilitarian  interests,  regardless  of  tlie  scientific  value  of  conserving 
rare  types.  As  to  the  Alpine  flora,  however,  a  certain  amount 
of  protection  has  been  afforded  by  stringent  regulaions,  one  cov- 
ering the  region  about  Salzburg  having  been  passed  in  the  autumn 
of  1912.  In  many  cities  also  the  sale  of  large  quantities  of  wild 
flowers  is  forbidden.  Of  the  wider  aspects  of  nature  we  may 
note  the  preservation  of  the  basalt  mountain  Workotsch  by  the 
city  of  Aussig,  and  the  decision  of  the  Common  Council  of  Vienna 
to  provide  that  city  with  a  zone  of  wood  and  meadow.  The 
activity  of  the  "  Oesterreichischer  Verein  JSTaturschutzpark  "  to 
further  the  establishment  of  park  reservations  has  accomplished 
good  results,  a  reservation  of  this  kind  having  been  recently  made 
near  Salzburg.  This  reservation,  which  is  at  the  foot  of  Gross- 
glockner,  has  an  area  of  120  square  kilometers  (about  47  square 
miles),  and  embraces  the  Stubash  and  Amer  valleys,  with  eleva- 
tion varying  from  3,000  to  10,000  feet.  Another  proposed  reser- 
vation is  to  be  on  the  Meleda  island,  which  offers  much  of  interest 
to  the  botanist.* 

m  swEDEi^r 

How  lively  is  the  interest  felt  in  Sweden  regarding  scenic 
preservation  and  the  protection  of  animal  and  plant  species  is 
shown  by  the  expensive  bibliography,  including  many  special 
laws  and  regulations,  of  works,  papers  and  decrees  published  on 
this  subject  in  the  Swedish  language  that  has  been  issued  by  Fr. 
E.  Ahlander  under  the  title  "  Svensk  ISTaturskyddsbibliografi, 
1901-1912."  This  book  comprises  585  entries,  and  the  author 
has  already  found  occasion  to  publish  a  supplementary  list  of 
such  publications  in  1913. f 

m  ITALY 

Basilica  of  San  Clemente  Saved  hy  American  Aid 

A  notable  ceremony  was  held  in  the  old  basilica  of  San  Clem- 
ente, in  Eome,  May  20,  1914,  celebrating  the  opening  of  the 

*  Herr  Schweder  of  Mahriseh-Weisskirchen,  in  Beitrage  zur  Naturdenkmal- 
pflege,  ed.  by  H.  Conwentz,  Vol,  IV,  Heft  4,  Berlin,  1914,  pp.  430-432. 

t  "  Naturskyddslitterature  tryskt  i  Sverige  ar  1913,"  Sveriges  Natur,  1914, 
pp.  211  sqq. 
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subterranean  aqueduct  of  the  churcli.  Tlie  complete  destruction 
of  the  historic  structure  was  threatened  by  water,  and  the  aqueduct 
was  built  to  relieve  the  situation  by  drainage.  The  church  stands 
in  the  Via  de  San  Giovanni  Laterano  and,  according  to  Mr.  Grant 
Allen,  consists  of  four  different  buildings  at  four  different  levels. 
The  lowest  is  dated  in  the  second  century  B.  C.  This  may  be  a 
Mithraic  temple.  Above  that  is  a  house  of  the  first  century  A.  D., 
which  mav  be  the  house  of  St.  Clement.  At  a  higher  level  is  a 
church  of  early  date  which  suffered  in  the  sack  of  Rome  in  1084, 
and  above  this  is  the  present  church.  It  is  probable  that  the  lower 
church  was  in  use  up  to  the  middle  of  the  eleventh  century,  and 
that  the  present  building  was  in  existence  at  the  beginning  of 
the  twelfth.' 

The  basilica  is  the  "  name  church  "  of  Cardinal  O'Connell  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  who  collected  the  money  for  the  rescue  of  San 
Clemente.  The  Cardinal,  at  the  ceremonies  of  May  20,  said  that 
next  to  the  blessing  of  the  Pontiff  the  generosity  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  of  Boston,  Catholic  and  non-Catholic  alike,  enabled  him 
to  save  San  Clemente  from  absolute  ruin. 

m  CHIlsTA 
A  Memorial  Against  Vandalism 

In  September,  1914,  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preser- 
vation Society  was  one  of  fifty-two  American  institutions  of  art, 
learning,  philanthropy  and  other  civic  interests  which  joined  in 
a  memorial  to  the  government  of  China  to  take  Chinese  antiquities 
under  national  protection. 

For  over  six  years  the  China  Monuments  Society  of  Pekin,  of 
which  Mr.  Frederick  McCormick  is  Secretary,  has  conducted  a 
propaganda  for  the  conservation  of  Chinese  antiquities  and  has 
had  in  this  work  the  influential  cooperation  of  the  Asiatic  Insti- 
tute of  ISTew  York.  It  was  largely  by  their  endeavors,  that  the 
other  American  organizations  referred  to  were  made  cognizant  of 
the  situation  in  China  and  joined  in  the  memorial  to  the  Chinese 
government. 

Interest  in  this  subject  has  developed  largely  since  the  so-called 
Boxer  War  in  1900.    It  will  be  recalled  that  in  that  year  the 
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intense  anti-foreign  feeling  in  China  broke  out  in  a  movement  led 
by  Prince  Tnan,  who  rallied  around  him  young  men  who  were 
known  as  athletes  or  "  boxers,"  as  well  as  other  sympathizers,  and 
his  followers  were  generally  designated  as  Boxers.  The  foreign 
powers  allied  themselves  for  the  defense  of  their  nationals  in 
China,  landed  their  forces,  and  eventually  quelled  the  disturb- 
ance. At  that  time  there  was  more  or  less  of  the  inevitable  spolia- 
tion of  Chinese  antiquities  by  the  foreigners,  but  at  least  two 
nations  showed  their  disapproval  of  it  by  causing  the  return  to 
China  of  objects  unlawfully  taken.  In  1902,  France  restored 
to  Pekin  the  astronomical  instruments  taken  in  1900-1901,  and 
in  1903  the  imperial  jade  tablets  taken  from  the  T'ai  Miao  and 
found  within  the  United  States  were  returned  to  China  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

But  notwithstanding  these  excellent  examples  of  a  higher 
official  regard  for  the  antiquities  of  that  country,  the  vandalism 
continued  by  private  individuals  and  developed  into  an  established 
traffic.  In  1908,  the  spectacular  attempt  to  purloin  the  Jfestorian 
tablet  from  Sianfu  still  further  aroused  national  and  foreign 
sentiment  on  the  subject,  and  since  then  the  movement  for  the 
conservation  of  the  monuments,  buildings,  sculptures,  and  other 
antiquities  of  the  nation  has  increased. 

A  singular  aspect  of  this  movement  for  the  protection  of  Chinese 
monuments  is  that  it  is  being  chiefly  advanced  by  foreigners. 
China  herself  is  almost  helpless.  Her  customs  are  largely  con- 
trolled by  foreign  powers,  and  self-protection  by  the  prohibition 
of  the  exportation  of  works  of  art,  etc.,  as  in  Italy  and  Greece, 
is  almost  out  of  the  question.  So  that  it  is  really  foreigTi  sentiment 
which  is  endeavoring  to  stimulate  China,  to  exert  her  own  powers, 
such  as  they  are,  and  to  give  her  all  the  moral  support  possible. 

A  specific  instance  of  recent  vandalism  is  cited  by  Mr.  B.  de 
Almeida,  late  charge  d'affairs  of  the  Portuguese  legation  at  Pekin, 
in  a  letter  to  the  Pekin  Daily  JSTews  of  of  July  4-5,  1913.  It 
refers  to  the  tomb  of  T'ang  T'ai  Tsung,  the  greatest  of  Chinese 
Emperors,  which  is  secluded  in  the  hills  about  60  miles  from 
Sianfu.  Many  Emperors  of  succeeding  dynasties  have  honored 
it  with  inscriptions,  and  it  possesses  some  of  the  finest  examples 
of  Chinese  sculpture,  including  six  bas-reliefs  of  horses.  In 
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April,  1913,  the  agent  of  a  Parisian  dealer  took  some  hired  men 
to  the  tombs  and  broke  one  of  the  sculptured  slabs  into  three 
pieces  for  transj^ortation,  when  he  was  driven  away  by  the  infu- 
riated natives. 

That  is  only  a  single  illustration.  In  the  revolutionary  inter- 
regnum between  the  winter  of  1911-12  and  the  summer  of  1913, 
sculptures  and  other  antiquities  were  destroyed  on  a  large  scale 
by  natives  and  foreigners  in  the  interest  of  foreign  dealers.  On 
July  11,  1913,  Dr.  Herbert  Mueller  of  the  Berlin  Museum  wrote 
to  the  Ostasiatische  Zeitschrift  a  letter  embodying  the  results  of 
observations  made  in  China  during  the  preceding  two  years.  He 
notes  that  vandalism  in  China  is  not  a  new  or  imported  offense, 
for  at  the  Lung-men  Caves  are  the  marks  of  the  removal  of  whole 
statues,  e\'idently  carried  out  long  before  the  present  generation 
saw  the  light.  In  May,  1913,  he  saw  the  best  heads  of  the 
Bodhisattvas  in  the  Laochun-tung  (Lung-men)  in  various  shops 
in  Honanfu,  and  since  then  they  have  been  taken  to  Pekin  and 
offered  for  sale.  About  100  cases  of  Lung-men  sculptures  had 
been  taken  into  Pekin  during  the  preceding  months,  destined 
probably  for  Europe  and  America. 

Dr.  Mueller  found  attempts  at  conservation  only  in  the  province 
of  Shantung.    He  says: 

"  The  name  of  Mr.  Sun  Pao-chi,  former  Ambassador  at  Berlin 
and  Governor  of  Shantung,  will  ever  be  remembered  as  the  only 
one  who  made  earnest  efforts  in  this  direction.  He  compiled  an 
Inventory  of  Llistorical  Monuments  to  be  protected  by  the  Govern- 
ment. He  further  started  an  Historical  Museum  at  the  T'u-shu- 
kuan  in  Tsinanfu.  He  installed  a  committee  for  a  new  critical 
edition  of  the  Shantung  Provincial  Chronicle.  Since  his  removal 
from  office  this  committee  has  been  dissolved.  The  collection  in 
the  T'u-shu-kuan  has  not  been  augmented  by  a  single  piece.  And 
nowhere  could  I  notice  any  trace  of  the  ]irotection  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  treasures  for  whose  protection  Sun  Pao-chi  had 
]ileaded.  Shipping  of  Han-reliefs,  especially  to  the  United 
States,  has  been  very  active  during  the  last  year.  But  worse  than 
that,  most  interesting'  documents  of  antiquity  are  destroyed 
every  year.  I  saw  many  of  the  highly  valuable  Han-reliefs  used 
either  as  stepping  stones  or  as  pave  stones,  one  even  perforated  for 
use  as  resting  pole  at  a  well.  In  the  Prefect\ire  of  I-chow-fu  I 
noticed  an  old  graveyard  with  dozens  of  stone  sculptured  cham- 
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bers  from  the  Han-dynasty  laid  open  to  the  evil  influences  of  wind, 
rain,  heat  and  cold.  Nobody  cares  for  it.  Half  of  the  highly 
interesting  sculptured  work  is  worn  out  now,  and  the  chambers 
are  filled  with  mud  and  sand." 

It  was  in  consequence  of  these  conditions  that  the  President  of 
the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society  addressed 
to  the  President  of  the  Chinese  Kepublic  the  following ''letter, 
which  is  substantially  like  the  memorials  of  the  other  American 
institutions  referred  to  at  the  beginning  of  this  article: 

ISTew  York,  September  16,  1914. 
His  Excellency  Yuan  Shih-K'ai, 

President  of  the  Chinese  Republic, 
Peking,  China. 

Excellency : 

We  have  learned  with  profound  concern  that,  through  various 
evils  of  modern  origin,  monuments  and  antiquities  in  China, 
invaluable  to  present  and  future  generations  of  Chinese  and  to 
the  world,  have  been  irreparably  lost  and  destroyed ;  that  the  high 
material  value  put  by  Western  civilization  upon  antiquities  and 
products  of  art  showing  the  progress  of  mankind,  has  lately 
resulted  in  the  commercialization,  plunder  and  destruction  of 
antiquities  in  China  beyond  the  power  of  ordinary  influences  to 
control;  furthermore,  that  such  plunder  and  destruction  not  only 
are  despoiling  China  of  some  of  the  garments  of  her  ancient  civili- 
zation, but  actually  tend  to  break  down  Chinese  society  by  depriv- 
ing the  Chinese  people  of  their  heritage,  besides  crippling  research 
and  education  and  retarding  progress.  Therefore: 

Having  a  friendly  interest  in  the  good  of  China  and  the  Repub- 
lic, and  having  in  mind  the  interests  of  enlightenment  and  human 
welfare  generally,  as  well  as  the  responsibilities  devolving  upon 
the  nations  and  upon  all  well-wishers  and  friends  of  China,  we 
have  the  honor  herein  to  memorialize  your  Excellency  and  respect- 
fully and  earnestly  to  urge  as  follows : 

That  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances  and  conditions ;  in  accord- 
ance with  ample  traditional  practice  and  precedent  established  by 
China's  ancient  rulers ;  and  in  co-operation  and  harmony  with  the 
policy  of  the  most  advanced  governments,  the  ISTational  Govern- 
ment of  China  make  new  legal  recognition  of  China's  monuments 
and  antiquities,  and  of  all  forms  of  national  art  of  antiquarian 
and  historical  vaule  as  national  property,  and,  in  the  manner 
adopted  by  other  nations,  newly  take  national  possession  of  the 
same  and  bring  them  under  national  protection  for  preservation 
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in  China  for  tlie  lasting  benefit  of  the  Chinese  people  and  of  man- 
kind generally. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Geobge  F.  Kunz^ 
'    '  President. 

m  jAPAisr 

First  Piiblications  of  the  Japan  Society 

On  March  10,  1915,  we  received  in  the  first  three  bulletins  of 
the  Japan  Society  for  Preserving  Landscapes  and  Historic  and 
i^atural  Monuments  gratifying  evidence  of  the  progress  of  the 
movement  in  Japan  for  scenic  and  historic  preservation.  The 
headquarters  of  this  Society  are  in  Tokyo,  its  street  address  being 
"  x\zabu  Ligura  6  Chome."  The  President  is  the  Marquis  Y. 
Tokugawa,  the  Vice-President  Count  S.  Tokugawa,  and  the  Secre- 
tary Mr.  Y.  Hogawa. 

The  Bulletins  received  are  extremely  interesting,  being  the  first 
publications,  in  the  Japanese  language,  so  far  as  we  know,  devoted 
exclusively  to  this  subject.  The  superficial  area  of  the  page  is  9 
by  1214  inches,  and  the  three  bulletins  comprise  altogether  24 
pages,  all  printed  in  the  Japanese  characters.  The  sequence  of 
the  pages  and  columns  of  reading  matter  is  the  reverse  of  the 
occidental  style,  the  first  page  being  last  and  the  last  page  first. 

The  Bulletins  are  the  first  three  parts  of  volume  1  of  the  publi- 
cations of  the  Society. 

Part  1,  dated  September,  1914,  contains  the  following  articles: 
"  Congratulatory  Address,"  by  Marquis  Y.  Tokugawa,  President 
of  the  Society ;  "  Places  Visited  by  the  Emperor ;  "  "  On  the 
Preservation  of  iiatural  Monuments  in  Europe  and  America," 
by  Prof.  M.  Miyoshi ;  "  Destruction  of  ISTatural  Monuments  and 
Protection  of  the  Same,'  by  Prof.  K.  Jimbo ;  "  On  Agatai,"  by 
Z.  Togawa ;  "  Record  of  the  Society ;  "  and  portrait  of  Prof.  H. 
Conwentz,  head  of  the  State  Department  for  the  Protection  of 
iN'ature  Monuments  in  Prussia. 

Part  2,  dated  ISTovember  20,  1914,  contains:  "Landscapes 
and  Historic  and  ISTatural  Monuments  as  the  Essence  of  the 
ISTation's  Life,"  by  Count  S.  Tokugawa,  Vice-President  of  the 
Society;  "Places  Visited  by  the  Emperor  Meiji"  (concluded); 
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"  On  the  Preservation  of  ISTatural  Monuments  in  Europe  and  j 
America"  (concluded),  by  Prof.  M.  Miyoshi;  "Destruction  of 
ISTatural  Monuments  and  Protection  of  the  Same"  (concluded),  ' 
by  Prof.  K.  Jimbo ;  "  Researches  on  Historical  Relics  and  the 
Memory  of  Dates,"  by  S.  Tsunoda;  "Record  of  the  Society;" 
and  portrait   of  the  President   of  the  Society,  Marquis  Y.  i 
Tokugawa. 

Part  3,  dated  January  15,  1915,  contains:  "On  the  Protec-  i 
tion  of  Culture,"  by  Marquis  Y.  Tokugawa;  "  Places  in  the  City  | 
of  Tokyo  Visited  by  the  Emperor  Meiji;"  "The  Preservation  ; 
of  Historical  Monuments,"  by  Prof.  K.  Kuroita ;  "  Destruction  | 
of  JSTatural  Monuments  and  Protection  of  the  Same  "  (continued), 
by  Prof.  Iv.  Jimbo ;  "  Desirability  of  Preserving  the  Historical  | 
Relics  of  Sugiyama  Kengyo,"  by  Prof.  H.  Miyake;  "  On  the  Dis-  i; 
trict  Honjo  Hitotsume,"  by  Z.  Togawa ;  and  portrait  of  Count 
S.  Tokugawa,  Vice-President  of  the  Society.  j 

The  work  of  the  Japan  Society  for  Preserving  Landscapes  and  ( 
Historic  and  liatural  Monuments  is  as  follows :  j 

1.  The  issuing  of  semi-annual  reports  on  what  is  being  done.  | 

2.  The  issuing  of  a  Bulletin  every  other  month,  which  is  j 
distributed  among  its  members  and  also  sold  to  the  public.  i 

3.  The  holding  of  a  lecture-meeting  twice  a  year  for  the  pur-  | 
pose  of  encouraging  the  society's  work.  I 

4.  The  furnishing  of  lectures  to  summer  classes  consisting  of  ■ 
teachers  of  history,  geography  or  kindred  subjects. 

5.  The  sending  of  experts,  whenever  necessary,  to  investigate 
landscapes  and  historic  and  natviral  monuments,  and  giving  advice 
when  requested  concerning  same  to  civic  as  well  as  to  prominent 
citizens. 

6.  And  embracing  every  possible  opportunity  to  deliver  lec- 
tures to  further  the  work. 

Any  one  is  admitted  to  membership  on  pajanent  of  a  certain 
subscription,  which  is  payable  semi-annually.  The  standing 
committee  has,  however,  made  a  list  of  the  people  whose  support 
it  is  very  anxious  to  enlist  in  order  to  make  the  work  of  the 
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Society  etfective.  ]\rany  noted  educators  and  scholars,  as  well  as 
a  number  of  nobles,  are  enrolled  among  its  members. 

As  yet  Japan  cannot  be  said  to  liave  any  reservations  for  scenic 
protection,  although  this  condition  virtually  exists  in  certain  cases. 
For  example  at  ISTikko,  the  whole  district  amout  the  famous 
temple  of  Tokuganashogun,  most  of  which  belongs  to  the  Imperial 
domain,  is  protected  to  a  great  extent  so  that  the  rich  variety  of 
animal  and  plant  life  is  preserved  from  harm.  Here  are  nimierous 
plantations  of  Ci'yptomeria  japonica,  many  fine  water-falls  and 
beautiful  lakes  ;  there  are  also  several  valuable  hot  sulphur  springs  ; 
and  the  rare  plant  Pinguicula  ramosa,  nowhere  else  met  with  in 
Japan,  may  be  found  here.'" 

Indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  the  many  beautiful  temple  grounds 
located  at  the  most  picturesque  spots  in  Japan  serve  to  a  large 
extent  the  purpose  of  scenic  preservation.  The  temples  are  usually 
surrounded  by  groves  of  century-old  trees,  that  contain  representa- 
tives of  a  number  of  species  once  widely  disseminated  but  which 
have  disappeared  from  other  parts  of  the  land  owing  to  the 
encroachments  of  agricultural  cultivation.  Among  these  rare  trees 
we  may  instance  some  gigantic  examples  of  GingJco  biloba.  Of 
course  the  protection  extended  to  the  groves  also  extends  to  the 
birds  and  small  animals  which  they  shelter. 

IMMUNITY  OF  MONUMENTS,  MUSEUMS  AND 
LIBRARIES  IN  WAR 

Destruction  in  the  European  TFo-r  Not  Unprecedented 

In  the  foregoing  pages  we  have  given  evidence  of  the  encourag- 
ing advances  made  in  the  United  Sta:tes  and  in  foreign  countries 
in  the  preservation  of  natural  and  architectural  landmarks  in 
time  of  peace,  but  the  events  of  the  European  War  which  began 
last  summer  have  emphasized  in  a  painful  way  the  need  for  some 
inteniational  agreement  which  will  secure  the  immunitv  of  his- 
torical  monuments,  museums,  libraries  and  works  oi  art  generally 
in  time  of  war.    If  the  civilized  nations  of  the  world  have  not  yet 

*  Mr.  Miyoshi  of  Tokyo  on  Scenic  Protection  in  Japan,  in  Beitrage  zur 
Natiirdenkmalpflege,  ed.  by  H.  Conwentz,  Vol.  IV,  Heft  4,  Berlin,  1014,  pp. 
382-385. 
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so  far  outgTowii  their  primitive  passions  as  to  be  able  to  settle  inter- 
national differences  by  means  other  than  slaughter  and  destruc- 
tion, it  would  seem  practicable  at  least  to  mitigate  the  losses  of 
war  by  preserving  historical  monuments,  cathedrals,  civic  build- 
ings, libraries  and  works  of  art.  The  existence  of  these  in  no  way 
affects  the  fortunes  of  war,  but  their  destruction  robs  civilization 
of  the  evidences  of  its  progress,  obliterates  forever  the  products 
of  human  genius  of  former  generations,  and  causes  the  animosities 
engendered  by  the  war  to  rankle  in  the  hearts  of  men  for  genera- 
tions to  come. 

In  any  war,  the  greatest  destruction  in  these  respects  is  naturally 
inflicted  in  the  country  invaded  and  by  the  invaders.  People  do 
not  destroy  their  own  treasures  if  they  can  help'  it.  It  therefore 
happens  that  in  the  present  European  War,  Belgium,  France  and 
in  a  minor  degree  England  have  been  the  chief  sufferers.  But 
it  is  not  intended  by  this  statement  to  imply  that  the  invaders  in 
the  present  case  are  more  ruthless  than  other  nationalities  have 
been  in  the  past. 

The  history  of  the  famous  Alexandrian  library  is  sufficiently 
polyglot  in  this  respect.  Part  of  the  library  —  the  largest 
in  the  ancient  world,  embracing  the  collected  literature  of  Rome, 
Greece,  India  and  Egypt  —  was  destroyed  by  fire  during  the 
siege  by  Julius  Caesar.  Another  part,  kept  in  the  temple  of 
Jupiter  Serapis,  was  largely  destroyed  when  Theodosius  the  Great 
permitted  the  Serapium  to  be  demolished  with  all  other  heathen 
temples  in  the  Roman  Empire  (A.  D.  391).  What  the  Christians 
left,  the  Arabs,  under  Calif  Omar,  obliterated  in  641.  Of  the 
books  in  the  Alexandrian  Library  Omar  said :  If  these  works 
agree  with  the  Koran  they  are  unnecessary ;  if  they  disagree  they 
are  heretical,  therefore  let  them  be  burned." 

Diocletian's  destructive  inquisition  in  the  east  left  few  Christian 
books  for  Constantino  to  collect  at  Byzantium;  and  after  the 
inroads  of  the  barbarians  into  the  Roman  empire,  the  ravages 
of  fire  and  war  had  destroyed  practically  everything  that  could  be 
called  a  library. 

The  burning  of  the  Arabic  manuscripts  in  Granada  by  Ximenes 
and  the  holocaust  of  the  colored  picture  writings  of  the  Aztecs  in 
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Mexico  by  Zumarraga  obliterated  irretrievably  records  connecting 
modern  and  ancient  history. 

The  almost  total  destruction  of  Heidelberg  by  the  French 
troops  in  1689  and  1693,  with  the  loss  of  many  literary  and  art 
treasures  and  the  destruction  of  the  valuable  public  library  of 
Strasbourg  during  the  bombardment  in  the  Franco-Prussian  War 
of  1870,  are  more  modern  illustrations  of  the  fact  that  the 
ravages  of  war  in  this  direction  have  not  been  confined  to  any 
one  nationality. 

The  present  is  not  an  appropriate  time  to  review  the  destruc- 
tion caused  by  the  present  European  War.  When  the  war  is  over, 
and  the  field  surveyed,  so  that  the  facts  can  be  accurately  ascer- 
tained and  dispassionately  judged,  we  will  know  the  true  measure 
of  what  Liege,  Louvain,  Rheims,  Whitby,  and  other  places  have 
suffered  and  Avhat  art,  letters  and  history  have  lost  in  the  making 
of  a  new  history  of  human  events.* 

It  is  sufficient  now  to  call  attention  to  the  public  sentiment  in 
favor  of  restricting  this  destruction  and  to  express  the  hope  that 
measures  may  be  taken  to  prevent  it  in  the  future. 

Design  of  Flag  for  Protection  of  Buildings  and  Monuments 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  National  Arts  Club  in  ISTew  York 
City  on  December  4,  1911,  the  President  of  the  American  Scenic 
and  Historic  Preservation  Society  said : 

"  The  destruction  caused  by  siege  operations  when  not  con- 
trolled by  the  stipulations  of  an  international  agreement  to  protect 
those  treasures  of  art  and  literature  which  should  be  regarded  as 
international  property,  since  the  enjoyment  and  use  of  them  is 
freely  accorded  to  all,  natives  or  foreigners,  who  may  wish  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  privilege,  Avas  demonstrated  in  the  Franco-Prus- 
sian war  of  1870.  To  aid  in  the  reduction  of  Strasbourg,  which 
was  gallantly  and  ably  defended  by  General  Ulrich,  the  invaders 
had  recourse  to  a  bombardment  of  the  city,  and  this  led  to  the 
destruction  of  the  valuable  public  library  which  possessed  among 

*At  a  meeting  of  German  Metallurgists  at  Dusseldorf  held  in  February,  1915, 
Dr.  Schuster,  speaking  of  the  lack  of  copper,  zinc  and  other  metals  needed  in 
the  manufacture  of  war  materials,  suggested  that  the  authorities  should 
i  commandeer,  not  only  in  Germany  but  also  in  Belgium  and  France,  all  avail- 
j  able  metals  from  the  brass  water  tap  to  the  copper  roofs  on  the  churches 
including  bronze  monuments. 
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other  unique  treasures  the  original  records  of  a  suit  in  which 
Peter  SehoefFer  was  involved,  containing  matter  of  great  import- 
ance fo'r  the  determination  of  the  priority  of  the  invention  of 
printing. 

"  If,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  HagTie  Tribunal,  an  agreement 
is  reached  by  which  libraries  and  museums  will  always  be  exempted 
from  destruction  during  a  war,  one  great  source  of  danger  to  the 
records  of  history  Avill  be  removed.  It  would  be  most  desirable 
that  some  such  international  agreement  should  be  made  in  regard 
to  the  preservation  of  libraries  or  museums  from  wanton  destruc- 
tion in  the  case  of  the  bombardment  of  a  city.  Would  that  an 
international  understanding  of  the  kind  had  existed  when  the 
Alexandrian  library  was  in  jeopardy!  Indeed,  even  as  recently 
as  the  Anglo-Egyptian  war  of  1882,  the  existence  and  enforcement 
of  regulations  for  the  protection  of  valuable  records  might  have 
saved  untold  trouble  regarding  land  titles,  caused  by  the  loss  or 
destruction  of  legally  recorded  documents." 

During  the  past  year  we  have  brought  this  subject  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  in  the  liope 
that  steps  might  be  taken  to  mitigate  the  losses  in,  the  present 
war  and  pave  the  way  for  more  elfectivee  measures  in  the  future. 

In  furtherance  of  this  idea,  the  President  of  the  Society  has  ' 
designed  a  flag  to  be  displayed  over  churches,  libraries,  museums, 
and  historical  monuments,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  for  them  [ 
immunity  similar  to  that  which  hospitals  enjoy  under  the  Ked 
Cross  flag.  This  flag,  having  a  width  equal  to  two-thirds  of  the 
length,  consists  of  a  white  field,  with  a  diagonal  colored  stripe 
running  from  the  upper  corner  at  the  hoist  to  the  lower  outer 
corner,  the  stripe  being  in  width  equal  to  about  one-third  of  the 
width  of  the  flag.  By  the  color  of  the  diagonal  stripe  the  nature 
of  the  protected  building  may  be  indicated  —  red,  for  instance, 
signifying  a  museum,  blue  a  library,  etc.  Specimens  of  this  flag 
were  displayed  at  a  public  meeting  of  this  Society  held  in  the 
American  Museum  of  ISTatural  History  in  iSTew  York  City  Jan- 
uary 13,  1915.    (See  plate  21.) 

. 

Action  of  American  Institute  of  Architects  I 

In  September,  1914,  the  American  Institute  of  Architects  had  | 
the  following  correspondence  with  the  United  States  Secretary  of 
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State  and  the  German,  French  and  Belgian  diplomatic  representa- 
tives : 

Baltimore,  Sept.  21,  1914. 

Hon.  William  Jennings  Bryan, 
Secretary  of  State, 

Washing-ton,  D.  C. 

Earnestly  request  you  seriously  consider  the  expediency  of  a 
solemn  protest  to  the  German  Government  respecting  wanton 
destruction  of  cities,  cathedrals,  and  historic  monuments  in  Bel- 
gium and  Trance. 

William  M.  Ellicott^ 

Chairman  of  Conservation  of  Natural  Resources  and 
Historic  Monuments  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Architects. 

^^Ir.  Ellicott  received  this  reply  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Sept.  23,  1914. 

William  M.  Ellicott, 

Chairman,  Committee  on  Natural  Resources  and  Historic 
Monuments,  American  Institute  of  Architects,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

Sir:  The  department  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  your  tele- 
gram of  Sept.  21,  requesting  the  department  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  solemn  protest  to  German  Government  against  alleged 
destruction  of  cities,  cathedrals,  and  moninnents  of  antiquity  in 
Belgium  and  France.  I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant,  for  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Robert  Lansing,  Counselor. 

In  his  message  to  the  German  Ambassador,  Count  von  Bern- 
storff,  Mr.  Ellicott  said : 

"  I  beg  to  hand  yon  inclosed  a  copy  of  a  telegram  which,  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Conservation  of  Natural  Resources 
and  Historic  Monuments  of  the  American  Institute  of  Architects, 
I  have  thought  proper  to  send  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  our 
Government.  I  trust  that  some  move  will  be  made  to  check  the 
perfectly  inexcusable  and  unnecessary  destruction  of  priceless 
works  of  art  in  this  war." 
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Count  von  Bernstorff  in  reply  said:  j 

"  In  answer  to  your  favor  of  23rd  inst.,  I  beg  to  say  that  so  far 
as  the  German  Army  is  concerned  no  '  perfectly  inexcusable  and 
unnecessary  destruction  of  priceless  works  of  art '  has  taken  place 
in  this  war." 

The  French  Ambassador,  M.  Jusserand,  wrote  to  Mr  Ellicott 
as  follows: 

"  Your  suggestion  is  worthy  of  the  great  body  which  you  repre- 
sent. I  informed  my  Government  of  it,  and  it  will  certainly  be 
highly  appreciated  in  my  country,  where  the  destruction  of  the 
most  sacred  of  our  shrines  has  been  so  painfully  represented." 

The  Belgian  Minister,  E.  Havenith,  wrote  as  follows: 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  i, 
the  23d  inst.,  and  its  inclosure,  the  copy  of  the  telegram  sent 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  protesting  against  the  destruction  of  the! 
public  monuments  and  cities  in  Belgium.  I  have  taken  much 
interest  in  your  communication,  for  which  please  accept  my  sincere 
thanks." 

Resolutions  of  the  Architectural  League  of  New  York 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Architectural  League  of  'New  York  on 
November  17,  1914,  at  which  the  destruction  of  art  works  and 
historical  landmarks  in  Europe  was  discussed,  the  following  leso- 
lutions,  presented  by  Mr.  Thomas  Hastings,  were  adopted. 

Whereas,  in  the  midst  of  the  horrors  of  war  in  Europe,  stand 
many  historic  monuments  that,  owing  to  the  deadly  character  of 
modem  armaments,  are  exposed  to  the  gi'eatest  dangers  that  have 
ever  menaced  them;  and 

Whereas,  Owing  to  the  superior  education  and  intelligence  of 
modern  military  officers,  the  world  had  reason  to  hope  that  these 
monuments  would  be  secured  from  all  acts  of  vandalism ;  and 

Whereas,  JTotwithstanding  this  advance  of  civilization,  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  and  beautiful  examples  of  Gothic  art,  the 
Cathedral  of  Rheims,  the  integrity  of  which  was  respected  for 
7 00  years,  is  to-day  the  victim  of  serious  disfigurement,  which  can 
never  be  effaced ;  and 

Whereas,  To  restore  this  structure  further  than  to  roof  it  and 
merely  preserve  what  is  now  left,  even  if  done  in  good  faith,  would 
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be  a  further  calamity  —  for,  as  we  can  no  longer  work  in  the 
spirit  of  its  times  we  caimot  give  back  to  the  world  this  great 
monument  in  its  original  glory ;  now  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Architectural  League  of  New  York  hereby 
voices  its  most  profound  regret  for  the  dire  misfortune  which  has 
already  befallen  this  great  building,  as  well  as  the  Library  of 
Louvain  and  other  noble  edifices  in  the  war  zone;  and  be  it 
f\ii*ther 

Resolved,  That  Ave  hereby  make  record  of  the  hope  that  all 
•belligerents  Avill  hereafter  respect  the  master  works  of  past  gene- 
rations, which  belong  to  the  whole  Avorld,  and  which  no  indemnity 
can  replace,  and  the  ruins  of  which  can  stand  only  as  a  perpetual 
'  disgrace  to  their  destroyers. 

A'ddress  of  iJie  National  Sculpture  Society 

On  January  12,  1915,  the  National  Sculpture  Society  issued 
the  following  appeal  to  the  belligerents. 
To  the  European  Belligerents : 

The  JSTational  Sculpture  Society  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, a  Society  whose  membership  includes  men  of  American  birth 
I  and  men  of  European  birth,  united  by  a  common  aim  to  cherish  the 
I  art  of  sculpture  in  this  country,  hereby  makes  an  earnest  petition 
to  all  those  now  engaged  in  warfare,  whether  offensive  or  defen- 
sive, and  prays  that  they  may  respect  and  spare  the  world's  works 
tof  art  wherever  found. 

Man's  pictures,  sculptures,  temples,  and  libraries  are  his  monu- 
ments to  the  soul  and  its  aspiration,  and  hence,  belong  not  only  to 
the  races  that  create  them  and  the  places  that  enshrine  them,  but 
to  the  Avhole  world.  They  are  held  in  trust  as  an  inheritance. 
Whether  such  memorials  of  the  spirit  are  in  France  or  in  Ger- 
many, in  Belgium,  or  in  Britain,  in  Austria  or  in  Asia,  the 
destruction  of  them  shames  the  destroyer,  and  makes  all  peoples 
poorer. 

The  National  Sculpture  Society  does  not  portion  blame  or  praise 
for  acts  of  war  when  it  states  a  fact  which  the  best  on  both  sides 
acknowledge  with  sorrow  —  namely,  that  in  the  first  five  months 
of  the  present  European  War  sacred  monuments  of  art  and  science 
have  been  irreparably  injured.  Shrines  that  five  months  ago  were 
living  messages  of  art  are  now  nothing  but  mournful  memoirs  in 
archaeology.  Looking  toward  the  future  rather  than  the  past, 
the  society  asks :  Shall  warring  people  continue  such  destruction 
as  this  they  already  deplore,  and  thus  increase  the  weight  of  dis- 
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grace  tliat  already  lies  heavy  upon  our  twentieth  century  civili- 
zation ? 

Perhaps  Europe  herself  has  scarcely  understood  the  priceless- 
ness  of  her  own  monuments.  She  grew  up  with  them,  she  became 
used  to  them.  Great  architecture  and  great  sculpture  were  her 
inherited  commonplaces  of  daily  life  before  ever  Columbus,  set 
sail  for  our  newer  world.  But  the  eyes  of  American  artists  are 
neither  seared  by  war  nor  sated  by  custom.  In  our  younger  land, 
whose  whole  national  artistic  life  cannot  yet  be  counted  by  cen- 
turies, our  artists  know  from  pioneer  experience  that  it  is  a  dif- 
ficult matter  to  produce  a  nation's  masterpiece,  and  therefore  they 
feel  the  more  keenly  that  it  is  a  crime  to  destroy  them. 

The  National  Sculpture  Society  is  gratefully  aware  of  the  debt 
our  country  owes  to  Europe  for  her  help  and  sympathy  in  our 
effort  to  build  here  on  our  own  soil  a  worthy  national  art.  Will 
not  Europe  now  further  extend  this  obligation  by  showing  us  an 
example  —  heroic,  perhaps,  at  the  present  hour  —  an  example  of 
that  spirit  of  reverence  in  which  all  that  is  best  in  art  is  created 
and  conserved  ?  This  our  prayer  springs  from  a  hope  and  a  good 
wish  for  all  mankind. 

Adopted  Jan.  12,  1915. 

Robert  Aitken,  Secretary. 

Appeals  hy  Foreign  Groups 

A  despatch  to  the  London  Daily  ISTews  from  Brussels,  in  August, 
1914,  reported  information  received  from  Mons.  Paul  Otlet, 
President  of  the  Union  des  Associations  Internationales,  that  a 
movement  was  on  foot  to  induce  the  United  States  to  obtain  the 
co-operation  of  the  neutral  powers  of  the  world  in  approaching 
the  belligerents  tO'  beg  them  to  respect  museums  of  art  and  scien- 
tific collections  in  the  threatened  capitals.  He  mentioned,  for 
instance,  that  in  Brussels  were  the  plates  of  the  photographic  map 
of  the  heavens.  It  has  taken  twenty  years  to  complete  the  work, 
and  the  destruction  of  the  plates  would  be  an  almost  irreparable 
loss  to  the  world. 

In  September,  1914,  the  diplomatic  representatives  of  neutral 
countries  asked  the  Hon.  Myron  T.  lierrick.  United  States 
Ambassador  to  France,  to  sound  the  American  Government  on  the 
question  of  making  joint  representations  to  Germany  to  protect 
certain  buildings  and  works  of  art  in  the  event  of  an  attack  on 
Paris. 
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And  from  a  cablegram  to  the  New  York  Times  from  Rome, 
dated  January  23,  1915,  we  learn  that  a  group  of  well-known 
Italians  have  addressed  a  letter  to  Secretary  Bryan  conveying  an 
appeal  that  the  United  States  take  some  action  to  the  end  that 
the  monuments  of  art  in  the  belligerent  countries  be  preserved 
from  ruin.  It  Avas  the  expectation  of  those  who  were  launching 
this  movement  that  it  would  find  support  in  other  neutral  States, 
])articularly  in  Switzerland  and  Spain.  The  letter  was  signed 
by  Eleanora  Duse,  the  actress;  Guglielmo  Ferrero,,  the  historian; 
Bestolfi,  the  well-known  sculptor;  Aristide  Sartorio,  the  painter; 
and  Giacomo  Boni,  the  archaeologist,  and  said  in  part : 

"  The  art  treasures  in  these  countries  must  be  considered  as 
part  of  the  patrimony  of  the  civilized  world,  and  not  as  the  par- 
ticular property  of  any  country.  If  all  great  artists  and  influen- 
tial ])eople  throughout  the  world  join  in  this  movement,  much 
ma,y  be  done  to  preserve  these  art  treasures  which  otherwise  will 
suffer  iiTeparable  loss.  We  look  toward  the  United  States  as  the 
nation  which  to-day,  better  than  any  other,  can  undertake  this 
task  and  see  it  through  to  a  successful  accomplishment." 

The  letter  in  conclusion  asked  Mr.  Bryan  to  call  the  attention 
of  President  Wilson  to  the  matter. 

CONCLUSIOI^  OF  REPORT 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  express  our  acknowledgment  of  the 
support  accorded  to  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preserva- 
tion Society  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  ISTew  York. 
Recognizing  fully  the  Society's  responsibilities  as  custodian  of 
properties,  Ave  have  endeavored  to  meet  them  in  a  way  to  command 
the  approval  of  the  people  of  the  State,  and  to  advance  the  move- 
ment for  scenic  and  historic  preservation  at  large  by  showing 
forth  the  helpful  examples  set  by  the  State  of  ISTew  York  and  her 
generous  public  spirited  citizens. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  F.  KUNZ, 

President. 
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MILITARY  CAMP  LIFE  ON  UPPER  MANHATTAN  ISLAND 
AND  ADJACENT  MAINLAND 
DURING  THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION 


I 

tTHE  SEAECH  FOR  RELICS 
The  occupation  of  the  relic  hunter  is  particularly  fascinating. 
The  peculiar  interest  of  the  study  of  historical  events  when  con- 
ducted upon  the  scene  of  their  occurrence  is  increased  b}^  the 
possibilities  of  finding  objects  connected  with  them,  and  some- 
thing of  the  passion  of  the  explorer,  of  the  voyager  and  of  the 
miner  is  combined  in  the  work  of  searching  for  sites,  which  culmi- 
nates in  the  interest  of  actual  excavation  for  these  long  hidden 
reminders.  The  uncertainty  of  results  is  an  incentive  to  effort, 
and  to  crown  the  whole,  there  is  the  pleasure  of  possession  of  the 
objects  disclosed,  which  constitutes  the  reward  of  the  collector. 

Above  all,  the  pursuit  is  not  only  productive  of  interest,  but  is 
conducive  to  good  health ;  even  the  severe  labor  of  digging  under 
summer  sunshine,  under  such  stimulating  conditions,  has  proved 
to  be  beneficial  to  the  participants.  To  all  this  is  added  the  mental 
satisfaction,  that  by  means  of  some  personal  effort,  an  addition 
has  been  made  to  the  sum  of  human  knowledge,  and  interest  and 
pleasure  are  later  found  in  placing  the  objects  where  the  public 
may  share  in  their  observation  and  benefit  by  their  study. 

Such  have  been  the  accompaniments  of  the  work,  conducted  in 
the  scant  intervals  that  have  been  available  between  professional 
occupation  and  daily  duties,  of  the  tracing,  discovering,  locating 
and  excavating  of  aboriginal,  colonial  and  military  remains  on 
the  upper  end  of  the  Island  of  Manhattan  and  the  vicinity,  con- 
ducted during  periods  of  nearly  twenty  years  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Calver 
and  the  writer,  frequently  aided  by  Dr.  Edward  Hagaman  Hall, 
by  Messrs.  John  Ward  Dunsmore,  Jeremiah  Hunter,  and  Percy 
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and  Leslie  Spier,  and  at  times  by  other  interested,  though  perhaps 
somewhat  less  persistent  fellow-workers,  such  as  Dr.  Montgomery 
Schuyler, 

To  such  enthusiasts  there  is  an  invigorating  incentive,  in  free- 
dom to  roam  together  over  public  lands,  on  private  and  vacant 
properties,  over  street  excavations,  and  along  the  banks  of  river 
and  brook,  eager  expectation  sharpening  the  vision,  as  the  surface 
or  broken  bank  is  scanned  for  signs  of  one-time  occupation,  or 
for  abandoned  materials  of  interest. 

Or,  upon  some  place  of  possible  interest  indicated  by  a  study 
of  topogTaphical  condition  or  by  historical  records  or  maps,  the  ; 
work  of  digging  and  trenching  is  commenced,  each  member  of  | 
the  party  taking  a  turn  at  the  alternate  operations  of  breaking  the 
turf,  or  of  lifting,  sorting  and  sifting  the  soil,  while  the  exposure 
of  signs  of  interest  concentrates  the  attention  of  all  upon  the 
selected  expeii;,  who  with  accustomed  care,  breaks  out  the  layer  of 
debris,  or  picks  away  the  earthen  casing  of  the  half-disclosed  relic. 
Even  if  actual  results  are  disappointing,  the  day  is  never  lost,  for 
community  of  interest  begets  discussion  of  interesting  subjects, 
and  conversation,  banter,  recital  and  humor  lighten  the  strenuous 
labor.  The  work,  too,  is  seldom  lacking  in  attraction  to  the 
passer-by,  and  the  eager  questioning  of  visitors  has  resulted  in 
establishing  many  a  pleasant  acquaintance  and  some  long  standing 
friendships.  The  discussion  Qf  the  historical  events  connected 
with  the  "  finds  "  has  led  to  a  decided  increase  of  interest  in  the 
home  locality  by  many  residents  and  visitors. 

To  children,  such  work  always  appeals,  their  imagination  gen- 
erally begetting  extravagant  ideas  of  its  possible  results.  j 

"What  yer  lookin'  for.  Mister?"  is  a  stereotyped  enquiry, 
humorously  developed  into  the  searching  question  by  one  future 
humorist,  "  What  d'yer  thiyilc  yer  lookin'  for?"  The  commonest 
demands  are  whether  Captain  Kidd's  treasure  is  being  sought,  or 
gold,  or  worms  for  bait. 

ISTo  little  aid  is  given  by  the  willing  schoolboy  in  the  lighter 
work  of  sorting  or  searching,  and  often  to  equally  practical  effect, 
in  conveying  needed  supplies  of  ginger  ale  or  sarsaparilla,  copious 
draughts  of  which  assuage  the  heat  of  labor  under  the  summer 
sun.    With  sharpened  appetite  the  mid-day  lunch  of  sandwiches 
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and  cake,  under  tlie  friendly  shade  of  some  rock  or  tree,  has  a 
keen  enjoyment,  though  the  limited  time  not  infrequently  demands 
that  the  work  proceed  while  the  worker  eats.  Thus  it  came  about 
that  the  writer  was  caught  in  a  photographic  snap-shot,  with  a 
sandwich  in  one  hand,  and  a  long-deceased  Indian's  thigh-bone 
in  the  other,  and  may  go  down  to  posterity  as  having  been  afflicted 
A\  ith  cannibalistic  tendencies. 

SpeculatiDn  and  imagination  are  brought  into  play  when  some 
new  or  unusual  object  is  found.  Often  these  objects  are  incased 
in  a  mass  of  caked  nist  and  sand,  and  ere  shape  can  be  determined 
the  crust  must  be  picked  away  with  some  hand  tool.  One  worker's 
expertness  in  this  direction  has  become  a  standing  joke  with  his 
fellows,  who  maintain  that  out  of  a  given  shapeless  block  he  may 
fashion  the  result  "  to  order."  And  when  the  partial  disclosure 
of  some  buried  object  has  been  made,  the  excitement  and  interest 
are  communicated  to  explorers  and  visitors  alike,  as  with  knife 
and  scrajier,  trowel  or  gouge  the  material  is  dug  away  and  the 
whole  of  it  is  tenderly  lifted  to  daylight.  The  little  objects,  such 
as  buttons,  are  carefully  handled  and  their  surfaces  cleaned  with 
ancient  toothbrushes,  the  larger  "  goods  "  with  wire  sink-brushes 
and  the  coarsest  objects  with  a  light  hammer  or  pick.  The 
process  of  excavation  has  been  developed  by  practice.  The  pur- 
pose is  to  get  heJow  any  layer  or  stratum  of  material  which  is 
encountered  and  thus  ensure  the  removal  of  every  part  of  it.  For 
this  pur])ose  a  hole  is  sometimes  sunk  a  short  distance  away  and 
the  material  is  approached  by  a  trenching  process.  If  possible 
the  material  is  exposed  from  the  south,  so  as  to  secure  the  light  of 
the  sun  upon  the  uncovered  material.  When  the  material  lies 
deep,  as  in  the  case  of  pits  dug  by  the  soldiery  of  the  Revolution, 
the  work  of  hea'^dng  the  material  up  is  divided  by  ciitting  a  step 
and  having  a  second  shoveller  receive  the  soil  at  half  the  depth 
of  the  excavation.  Recent  excavations  in  hut  sites  have  involved 
the  use  of  a  wheelborrow,  at  which  each  explorer  takes  turn  as 
the  motive  mule." 

The  methods  and  tools  employed  in  field  work  have  been 
developed  by  experience  and  vary  with  the  character  of  the 
material  which  is  sought.    I^ocal  aboriginal  remains  are  nearly 
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always  accompanied  by  masses  of  oyster  shells,  which  involve 
severe  labor  if  excavated  from  the  surface,  and  therefore,  a  hole 
is  dug  at  one  side  of  the  debris,  and  the  material  is  thus  exposed 
and  removed  sideways.  Experience  in  the  rubbish  heaps  of  old 
Colonial  dwellings  has  led  to  the  method  of  attack  from  the  lowest 
point  by  digging  to  a  depth  a  liitle  below  the  bottom  of  the  layer 
and  dropping  the  frail  debris  into  the  sifter. 

The  casual  fire-place,  or  camp-pit  is  difficult  of  definition,  and 
its  limits  cannot  always  be  traced.  The  level  of  debris  is  then 
reached  by  sinking  or  trenching,  the  top  soil  is  removed  in  strips, 
exposing  the  layer  of  rubbish  or  ashes,  which  is  then  pried  up 
by  a  fork,  lifted  and  placed  in  a  sieve.  The  camp  huts  discovered 
in  recent  years  are  located  by  the  floor  level  to  which  a  hole  is 
dug  and  then  excavating  proceeds  along  this  level  in  all  directions 
till  the  limit  of  the  floor  is  reached. 

All  kinds  of  tools  have  been  tried  and  their  respective  virtues 
tested  on  this  work.  The  most  effective  is  a  spade-fork  of  four 
tines  which  is  used  to  cut  up  turf,  and  also  to  disturb  layers  of 
shells  or  of  packed  debris.  A  pointed  shovel  is  used  to  lift  the 
soil  so  as  to  ease  the  labor  of  penetration.  A  flat  hoe  is  carried 
to  scrape  the  layers  of  material  together,  and  to  scrape  the  face 
of  the  excavation  occasionally  and  thus  disclose  its  composition; 
also  to  pile  up  the  loose  material  ready  for  the  shovel.  A  set  of 
light  and  short  tools  is  carried  on  exploring  expeditions,  and  the 
heavy  tools  brought  into  use  after  a  "  place  "  is  located.  A  short 
flat  shovel  is  most  useful  in  working  in  narrow  holes,  such  as  | 
graves,  fireplaces  or  huts. 

The  best  hand  tool  for  small  work  and  for  getting  objects  out  ' 
of  their  place  is  an  asparagus  cutter  or  a  small  trowel,  which 
may  be  used  to  slice  away  the  debris,  as  it  is  found  sometimes  in  i 
layers.  A  small  hand-rake  or  scratcher  with  wide  claws  is  used  ;  i 
for  removing  shells,  and  for  breaking  up  hard  beds  of  packed  sand  |  j 
•or  trodden  earth,  [  1 

The  sieve  or  sifter  is  an  apparatus  of  the  highest  effectiveness, 
competing  with  the  trained  eye  of  the  explorer ;  and  oftentimes  j  i 
proving  itself  the  better  of  the  two  in  discovering  small  objects  1 
hidden  in  the  soil.    Its  effect  is  to  dissect  the  artificial  materials  Li 
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from  the  soil,  and  thus  to  decide  the  nature  and  value  of  the 
material  and  decide  the  value  of  the  place  for  further  exploration. 
The  sieves  used  for  exploring  are  sometimes  the  common  cheap 
ash-sifters,  -which  can  be  used  up  as  required  or  left  on  the  ground, 
if  found  inconvenient  for  carriage.  For  regular  and  heavy  work 
a  larger  form  is  used,  made  of  galvanized  wire,  with  a  mesh  of 
about  half  an  inch  square,  strongly  bound  with  hoop  iron  to  a 
A\ooden  box-frame,  the  shape  of  which,  by  preference,  is  oblong. 
With  such  a  sieve  very  rapid  sifting  may  be  effected  in  dry  soil, 
and  about  a  ton  of  earth  may  be  passed  through  in  a  short  day's 
work,  provided  the  stuff  is  not  only  dry  but  free  from  roots  and 
stones,  by  Avhich  unfavorable  adjuncts  the  labor  is  often  much 
increased.  T^-Tiere  much  material  has  to  be  handled  one  shoveler 
can  keep  two  sifters  busy,  each  taking  tuiii  to  sift  and  shovel  at 
short  intervals. 

1^  An  effective  addition  to  the  means  of  exploration  is  the  sound- 
ing rod  or  probe,  which  was  devised  by  Mr.  Calver,  a  slender  and 
pointed  steel  rod  set  into  a  wooden  handle,  which  can  be  pressed 
down  into  the  soil,  to  locate  obstructions  and  objects  hidden  below 
the  surface.  Practice  makes  perfect,  and  the  constant  use  of  this 
implement  affords  the  user  almost  as  valuable  sers'ice  as  an  eye 
that  could  see  below  the  sod.  An  object  such  as  a  stone  can  be 
determined  by  prodding  its  hard  surface,  and  its  size  can  be  defined 
by  piercing  the  soil  around  it.  The  feeling  of  an  oyster  thell 
is  quite  distinct,  as  it  can  be  pierced  by  a  sudden  thrust,  while  a 
human  bone  is  quite  distinctive  to  the  sense  of  feeling  on  the 
rod,  and  a  tree  root  has  as  characteristic  a  "  feel "  as  a  bone  or 
a  piece  of  metal.  AVhen  a  hard  floor  has  been  traced  by  the  rod, 
the  work  of  exploration  consists  in  removing  the  top  soil  and  heavy 
material  down  to  a  point  just  above  the  floor  line,  which  is  indi- 
cated by  judg-ment.  The  stirface  of  a  floor  can  be  located  by  the 
"  sounder  "  very  accurately.  Then  the  layer  of  soil  on  the  floor 
is  sliced  down  by  a  flat  shovel  so  as  to  avoid  breaking  the  floor 
whether  it  be  of  brick  or  hard  beaten  sand  or  clay.  This  soil,  if 
of  promising  appearance,  is  put  through  the  sifter  imless  the 
objects  left  lying  on  the  floor  are  readily  discernible  to  the  eye. 
The  floor  surface  or  any  unusual  object  which  crops  out  of  the 
soil  is  brushed  with  a  wire  sink-brush,  disclosing  the  nature  of 
the  surface. 
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Finally,  when  an  object  is  secured  it  is  often  a  mis-shapen 
mass  of  rusty  sand  if  its  composition  be  of  iron  or  steel,  and 
this  is  best  broken  away  immediately,  while  damp,  by  a  few  sharp 
picking  blows  wdth  a,  tool  sneh  as  the  asparagus  knife.  When 
the  coarse  coating  is  removed,  which  in  the  case  of  a  cannon  ball 
may  be  very  similar  to  the  casing  of  a  cocoanut,  often  an  inch 
thick,  the  finer  cleaning  is  left  for  later  treatment.  But  the 
interest  attaching  to  bronze  objects  and  to  pewter  and  silver  but- 
tons is  such  as  to  brook  no  delay,  so  a  well-worn  tooth  brush  is 
brought  into  an  extension  of  active  service,  and  removes  the  thin 
crust  of  soil  without  destroying  the  characteristic  color  of  the  coin 
or  badge,  or  the  delicate  design  of  the  button-face.  If  the  latter 
be  evidently  very  frail  as  is  usually  the  ease  with  silver  or  gold 
faced  buttons,  the  object  is  not  cleaned  in  the  field,  but  is  placed 
in  a  little  matchbox  filled  full  of  sand,  and  is  thus  protected  from 
jar  or  shock  on  the  way  home,  and  also  from  the  effects  of  too 
hasty  drying,  which  is  destructive  to  such  material  as  bone  or 
ivory. 

Glass,  chinaware  and  pottery  are  now  recogTiized  as  of  intrinsic 
value  and  interest.  Its  character  forms  an  excellent  index  of 
dates  of  the  material  it  accompanies,  and  with  sufficient  care,  the 
bulk,  if  not  all,  of  the  component  parts  of  a  vessel  or  plate  may 
often  be  collected  and  the  object  is  restored  to  its  original  shape. 
In  some  recent  finds  the  entire  fractured  portions  of  broken 
plates,  bowls,  and  cups  have  been  secured  from  the  "  dump,"  and 
reconstructed  complete  by  patient  cleaning,  matching  and  cement- 
ing. The  process  of  restoration  of  chinaware  and  particularly  of 
earthenware  and  more  especially  still  of  Indian  pottery,  is  one 
requiring  time,  a  delicate  hand,  and  unlimited  patience. 

The  matching  of  such  scraps  of  broken  ware,  after  being 
thoroughly  washed,  beats  the  game  of  puzzle  pictures  by  a  mile, 
both  in  the  quality  of  patience  it  demands  and  the  interest  it 
creates.  The  pieces  which  match  are  determined  by  the  "  clinch  " 
together  of  the  fractured  surfaces,  and  are  then  marked  with 
India  ink  so  as  to  be  readily  identified.  In  order  to  build  up  the 
structure  of  the  vessel  they  are  strapped  together  temporarily 
with  strips  of  "  passe-partout  "  or  gummed  paper,  and  gradually 
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extended  into  as  complete  a  condition  as  the  extent  of  tlae  find 
admits.  Then  they  are  broken  apart  and  all  small  pieces  first 
\inited,  and  later  the  sections  thus  made  tip  are  joined,  till  per- 
haps the  Avhole  object  comes  together,  a  masterpiece  of  care  and 
a  personal  triumph  added  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector. 

The  most  fruitful  fields  for  new  discovery  have  been  the  banks 
or  cuts  formed  by  streets  or  by  cellar  construction,  or  by  the 
washing  away  of  hillsides  or  river  banks.  The  processes  of  nature, 
in  this  direction,  can  be  aided  by  an  occasional  dislodging  of  some 
of  the  soil  on  the  crest,  so  as  to  expose  a  fresh  surface. 

The  practiced  eye  detects  old  buried  surface  lines,  or  the  line 
of  any  artificial  disturbance,  the  red  mark  of  fire,  or  the  black 
of  decayed  debris.  On  the  hill-tops  the  layers  of  soil  are  thin, 
and  any  buried  debris  may  be  expected  to  be  found  lying  below 
it  on  the  rock  surface.  In  the  valleys,  the  processes  of  farming 
and  of  nature  have  often  biiried  quite  deeply  the  aboriginal  or 
other  remains,  and  the  steel  sounder  must  be  the  guide. 

So,  by  watchful  obseiwation,  by  prodding,  scratching,  digging, 
and  trenching  the  soil,  by  measuring,  mapping  and  comparing 
the  surface  indications,  the  sites  of  the  villages  and  tepees  of  the 
aborigines,  of  the  abandoned  homes,  barns  and  out-houses  of  the 
colonists,  and  of  the  forts,  campsites  and  barracks  of  the  soldiery, 
who  at  one  period  or  other  during  its  past,  occupied  the  heights 
and  vales  of  upper  Manhattan,  have  been  located  and  uncovered, 
and  by  patient  cleaning,  reconstructing,  and  comparing,  a  large 
number  of  interesting  evidences  have  been  secured,  ere  the  advance 
of  brick  and  mortar  and  paving  had  smothered  all  chance  of  their 
further  observation  and  preservation. 


358    Ameeican  Scenic  and  Histokic  Pkeseevation  Society 


n 

REMIJ^DERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTIOJ^ 

The  delay  in  the  development  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Borough 
of  Manhattan  as  a  residential  district  long  preserved  its  ancient 
character,  and  its  recent  opening  has  disturbed  the  surface  to  an 
unusual  extent,  on  account  of  the  great  variety  of  its  topography. 
Thus  an  unusual  opportunity  was  afforded  to  secure  a  number 
of  long-hidden  reminders  of  the  warfare  which  resulted  in  the 
emancipation  of  our  country,  in  which  IvTew  York  occupied  the 
central  position  and  took  throughout  a  strenuous  part.  These 
have  been  found  with,  and  often  quite  intimately  associated  with, 
objects  of  aboriginal  or  of  colonial  character. 

The  hills  of  Washington  Heights  and  Inwood  were  not  only 
the  scene  of  fierce  conflicts  around  Eort  Washington  in  the  year 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  as  well  as  of  several  sharp 
engagments  between  the  forts  cro"wning  the  hilltops,  and  squadrons 
of  the  British  fleet  in  the  Hudson  River  below,  but  for  seven  long- 
years  thereafter,  these  hills  and  vales  formed  the  camping  ground 
of  the  British,  Hessian  and  Tory  troops  which  garrisoned  the 
island  of  New  York,  and  stubbornly  blocked  its  recapture  by  the 
American  forces. 

Relics  of  these  periods  of  its  history  therefore  include  objects 
left  by  American  military  organizations,  during  their  construction 
and  defence  of  its  fortifications,  many  reminders  of  the  fighting 
in  the  shape  of  missiles  and  other  military  objects,  and  in  various 
places,  quantities  of  debris  attest  the  presence  of  alien  troops 
including  nearly  every  military  corps  of  the  then  British  army, 
and  of  its  subsidized  aides. 

Within  the  old  mansion  of  Colonel  Roger  Morris,  Washington's 
Headquarters  in  the  fall  of  1776,  there  have  been  gathered,  as  a 
place  of  convenient  access  and  appropriate  associations,  situated 
as  it  is  immediately  within  the  locality  from  which  they  have 
been  taken,  a  considerable  collection  of  these  objects  showing  the 
military  life  and  warfare  of  the  Revolutionary  period. 

In  times  gone  by,  such  objects  were  so  little  regarded  that  they 
were  scattered  in  careless  possession,  and  given  away  or  sold  to 
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junk  dealers  or  sent  to  be  melted  down  in  the  foundry.  Most 
of  the  relics  of  which  local  families  were  possessed  have  long  been 
lost  or  scattered.  Fortunately  greater  interest  and  attention  have 
now  been  awakened,  and  from  the  possession  of  local  residents  and 
from  the  discarded  debris  of  old  houses,  the  writer  has  rescued 
many  interesting  objects.  By  the  application  of  assiduous  study 
and  labor,  the  principal  positions  occupied  by  the  gai'risons  have 
been  decided,  and  from  them  have  been  extracted  by  excavation, 
many  curious  and  some  really  valuable  historical  relics. 

These  objects  have  all  been  carefully  grouped  in  the  collection 
in  the  guard-room  of  the  Headquarters  House,  in  such  a  way  as 
to  preserve  their  association  ^vith  the  particular  locality  in  which 
they  were  found.  Their  value  in  this  relation  seems  to  be  greater 
than  a  mere  assortment  and  disjilay  of  objects  of  similar  char- 
acter could  possess,  because  they  identify  the  character  of  the 
several  places  in  Avhich  they  were  discovered.  Thus,  a  few  bullets 
or  musket  flints,  more  or  less,  added  to  others,  afford  no  particular 
infonnation,  or  instruction,  but  the  fact  that  such  objects  were 
found  at  a  particular  place  in  association  ^vith  other  objects  indi- 
cates their  similar  purpose  and  throws  light  on  bygone  conditions. 
If  broken  buckles,  pipes  and  bayonets  indicate  the  presence  of 
soldierv'  at  one  spot,  the  same  objects  at  another  place  identify 
its  use  by  similar  occupants.  And  even  such  humble  objects  as 
broken  bottles,  cracked  crockery,  and  discarded  tobacco  pipes, 
which  in  themselves  may  be  of  small  interest,  when  found  closely 
associated  with  the'  niimbered  buttons  of  the  British  troops,  are 
useful  indications  of  historical  value.  Such  simple  evidences 
have  in  sevei'al  instances  led  to  explorations  which  have  res^ilted 
in  the  identification  of  certain  sites  as  military  camping  grounds, 
Avith  much  advantage  to  the  study  of  local  history. 

The  value  of  local  antiquities  is  discounted  when  they  are 
loosely  combined  in  a  single  exhibit,  and  the  comparison  of  various 
specimens  from  different  localities  seems  to  be  of  less  educative 
value  and  of  less  civic  interest  than  their  display  in  connection 
with  the  locality  in  Avhich  they  Avere  discoA'ered,  although  the 
value  of  the  comparison  of  individual  specimens  is  by  no  means 
to  be  ignored,  and  the  collection  at  Headquarters  is  arranged  Avith 
some  groups  of  objects  for  this  purpose. 
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The  local  centres  around  wliicii  most  of  such,  objects  have  been 
discovered  are  chiefly  the  military  positions  on  the  Heights  which 
were  fortified,  fought  over,  or  garrisoned  during  the  Revolution, 
such  as  Fort  Washington,  Tort  George,  Fort  Tryon,  and  a  number 
of  garrison  camps  around  the  Inwood  Vale. 

Separate  cases  in  which  the  relics  are  gimiped  in  the  Guard 
Room  are  devoted  to  such  particular  localities,  and  some  displays 
of  objects  of  similar  character  are  brought  together  in  other  eases 
for  purposes  of  comparisons  and  illustration  of  bygone  habits  and 
methods. 

Of  the  evidences  of  actual  fighting,  there  are  to  be  seen  shot 
and  shell  of  a  variety  of  sizes,  which  by  dimension  and  by  location 
can  sometimes  be  traced  to  the  artillery  of  the  defenders,  or  to 
that  of  the  assaulters  of  Mount  Washington  and  its  outlying  works. 
As  the  Americans  possessed  but  two  gTins  of  sufficient  caliber  to 
throw  solid  shot  of  a  weight  of  eighteen  pounds,  and  these  cannon 
were  mounted  to  discharge  toward  the  river,  such  cannon-balls, 
when  found  on  the  Hudson  side  of  the  Heights,  may  be  attributed, 
as  well  as  others  of  larger  dimensions,  to  the  weapons  of  British 
frigates.  Shot  of  smaller  sizes  when  found  on  the  known  line  of 
advance  of  the  British  and  Hessian  troops  toward  Fort  Washing- 
ton are  presumably  American,  but  others  of  all  sizes  and  weights 
can,  from  their  location  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fortifications,  be 
regarded  as  those  which  were  fired  by  the  field  guns  and  howitzers 
of  the  invading  forces.  Some  of  these  missiles  thus  tell  their  own 
story  very  clearly. 

The  largest  shells,  of  which  exploded  segments  have  been  found 
at  Fort  George,  and  one  complete  unexploded  example  in  the 
Inwood  Valley,  were  doubtless  thrown  by  the  bomb  ketches  of 
the  British,  as  were  the  various  sizes  of  wicked  looking  double- 
headed  bar-shot,  which  were  distinctly  marine  missiles,  the  pur- 
pose of  which  was  to  injure  the  rigging  of  opposing  vessels,  but 
which  were  here  used  to  "  scour  the  woods  "  occupied  by  the- 
patriotic  forces  at  the  time  of  the  assault  of  Mount  Washington. 
The  phrase  is  used  in  the  log-book  of  H.  B.  M.  frigate  "  Pearl" 
of  30  guns,  which  on  November  16,  1776,  took  part  in  the  assault 
on  the  hills.  One  of  her  bar-shot,  found  at  Fort  George,  in  line 
with  her  position  off  Tubby  Hook,  retained  a  number  of  the  iron 
spikes  and  nails  with  which  it  had  been  filled  between  the  heads. 
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Of  smaller  missiles,  iron  grape-shot  and  canister  balls  are  prob- 
ably from  foreign  guns,  while  humble  buckshot  and  small-sized 
bullets  are  those  of  the  hunting  rifles  used  by  many  of  the 
provincial  forces.  Portions  of  weapons  from  the  scene  of  actual 
contest  include  broken  bayonets,  sword-blades  and  pike  points, 
musket  locks  and  flints,  rusted  ramrods  and  innumerable  leaden 
bullets. 

Among  the  remains  of  garrison  life,  a  dumb  but  definite  witness 
has  been  found,  bearing  direct  evidence  of  the  character  of  the 
participants.  This  is  the  metallic  military  button,  which  by  its 
distinctive  character  or  design  and  particularly  by  an  inscribed 
number,  indicates  the  corps  of  which  its  one-time  owmer  was  a 
member.  Over  the  gTOund  on  which  the  hand-to-hand  fighting 
of  the  assault  and  defence  took  place,  and  in  greater  numbers 
around  the  sites  of  camps  and  barracks,  have  been  found  many 
of  the  numbered  buttons  of  the  British  regiments  which  were 
engaged  or  encamped,  and  others,  even  when  lacking  such  distinc- 
tive markings,  by  their  character  and  materials  can  be  traced  to 
the  use  of  their  antagonists  or  prisoners.  Buttons  of  many  of 
the  British  regiments,  known  to  have  been  brigaded  Avith,  or  to 
have  occupied  the  same  quarters  as  Hessian  troops,  are  found 
associated  with  buttons  of  plain  patterns,  but  of  distinctive  mili- 
tary character,  which  are  undoubtedly  those  of  the  German  mer- 
cenaries. 

It  is  of  interest  to  learn  that  specimens  of  many  of  these  buttons 
are  no  longer  to  be  found  in  England,  and  that  all  trace  of  their 
character  would  have  been  lost  had  it  not  been  for  those  discovered 
on  Washington  Heights.  The  remarkable  collection  of  these  mili- 
taiy  buttons,  which  Mr.  W.  L.  Calver's  industry  and  skill  has 
brought  together,  includes  examples  of  every  military  organization 
of  the  British  forces  with  the  sole  exception,  at  this  date,  of  the 
Fifty-fifth  Foot. 

Some  of  the  ornamental  buttons  are  of  a  high  order  of  artistic 
design,  especially  those  of  French  origin,  and  Capitaine  Bottet, 
the  author  of  the  interesting  work  "  Le  Bouton  de  I'armee 
Francaise  "  has  identified  some  of  our  local  specimens  as  those 
worn  by  ofiieers  or  men  of  the  army  of  Eoehanibeau. 
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In  connection  with  tliese  objects,  several  fine  specimens  of  num- 
bered and  engraved  belt-plates  have  been  found,  notably  specimens 
of  those  of  individual  officers  or  men  of  the  Koyal  Fusileers,  of 
the  Twenty-eighth  and  Thirty-eighth  Regiments  and  of  the  Cold- 
stream Guards,  more  details  of  which  are  given  in  the  description 
of  the  camp  sites  upon  which  they  were  discovered. 

A  volume  might  be  written  upon  the  subject  of  such  remains, 
were  the  purpose  of  this  record  that  of  detailed  military  history 
of  each  of  the  classes  of  objects  discovered,  bu.t  it  must  suffice 
to  say,  that  a  small  but  earnest  band  of  experts  has  united  in 
forming  an  organization  known  as  "  the  American  Buttonist 
Association,"  which  by  comparison  of  specimens,  interchange  of 
information,  and  correspondence  with  American  and  foreign 
authorities  on  military  history,  has  established  a  branch  of  his- 
torical study  akin  to  that  of  numismatics  and  not  only  of  an  inter- 
esting, but  of  a  distinctly  valuable  historical  character. 

While  the  numbered  button  has  thus  earned  a  place  among  the 
materials  for  the  compilation  of  history,  many  humbler  objects 
that  were  found  associated  with  the  buttons  have  gained  thereby 
an  identification  not  otherwise  possible.  Around,  and  sometimes 
even  in  contact  with,  the  numbered  witness  to  the  presence  of  the 
soldier  of  the  Revolution,  have  been  found  the  razors,  the  clasp- 
knives,  bullets  and  gun  flints  that  once  occupied  the  pockets  of  the 
garments  of  which  the  buttons  formed  an  essential  part. 

With  these  are  found  also  fragments  of  characteristic  glass  and 
earthenware,  sometimes  evidently  of  such  character  and  age  as 
to  indicate  its  rude  diversion  from  its  proper  ownership  to  camp 
usage,  alongside  the  ubiquitous  iiim-bottle,  the  frequent  medicine 
phial,  and  the  occasional  wine-glass. 

If  with  these  are  found  ornamental  ciiff  buttons  and  the  not 
unusual  accompaniment  of  a  brass  pin,  we  feel  sure  that  some 
cast-off  clothing  found  its  way  to  the  fire  or  was  left  with  the 
debris  of  many  a  feast,  in  the  ashes  of  the  camp  hearth,  or  the 
straw  that  formed  the  carpet  of  t)ie  barrack  room  or  hut.  ISTot 
only  the  lost  or  broken  table  cutlery,  the  pewter  spoons,  and  the 
soup  kettle  tell  of  the  feasts  of  the  camp,  but  the  same  story  is 
also  told  by  the  sawn  bones,  the  fragments  of  skulls  of  sheep,  ox 
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and  deer,  the  shells  of  oyster,  clam  and  crab,  and  the  thick  masses 
of  ashes  and  charcoal  that  once  glowed  with  the  heat  that  cooked 
them. 

VCith  the  evidences  of  the  bygone  meals,  the  tobacco-pipe  is 
always  associated,  usually  broken  into  innumerable  fragments. 
Occasionally  a  complete  bowl  is  found,  or  a  part  of  one  bearing 
some  one  or  other  of  the  trade  marks  or  names  of  makers 
which  have  long  puzzled  the  collector  of  these  humble  but  inter- 
esting examples  of  the  ceramic  art.  The  wonderful  state  of 
preservation  of  many  of  these  frail  objects,  the  evidences  of  their 
long  usage  by  their  quondam  owners,  and  the  identification  of 
those  owners  as  participants  in  the  great  struggle  for  the  prin- 
ciples of  liberty,  render  the  humble  bowls  of  very  lively  interest. 
Perhaps  more  than  any  other  of  the  remains  of  the  period,  they 
bring  before  us  the  personality  of  the  actors  in  the  gTeat  events  of 
the  Revolution,  as  we  may  imagine  the  pungent  smoke  ascending 
round  the  Avinter  fire,  or  imder  the  welcome  shade  in  summer, 
to  the  accompaniment  of  many  a  tale  of  the  actions  in  which  their 
owners  had  taken  part. 

Many  of  the  relics  of  a  military  character  which  in  the  past 
have  been  found  upon  the  surface  of  Washington  Heights  were 
probably  of  as  varied  a  character  as  those  which  have  been  more 
recently  discovered  by  deliberate  methods  with  spade  and  sifter. 
J\lany,  however,  were  probably  the  scattered  remains  of  the  actual 
fighting  which  took  place  during  the  defence  of  the  locality,  for 
these  more  or  less  bestrew  the  rock}^  and  wooded  surface,  and,  from 
time  to  time  became,  what  explorers  term,  "  surface  finds."  That 
such  objects  became  more  scarce  as  time  proceeded  beyond  a  cen- 
tury from  those  stirring  events  is  natural,  and  yet,  such  things 
were  still  to  be  found  in  the  earlier  years  of  definite  exploration, 
when  the  systematic  search  of  its  surfaces  was  begun.  But  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  the  majority  of  such  objects  have  now  been 
forever  lost,  for  but  little  value  appears  to  have  been  attached  to 
them  by  the  old  residents  and  farmers  residing  on  the  fields  of 
warfare.  IsTearly  every  old-time  household  at  one  time  had  more 
or  less  military  relics,  partly  those  of  the  battle  and  probably 
partly  those  of  the  camps  of  the  armies  of  the  Revolution. 
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The  late  Mr.  O'Mara,  head-gardener  of  Trinity  Cemetery,  was 
reputed  to  have  gathered  quite  a  collection  during  his  many  years 
of  service  around  the  Second  line  of  Defence,  which  extended 
across  the  cemetery.  The  family  of  Blazius  Ryer  had  other  objects 
culled  from  the  surface  around  the  old  Bluebell  Tavern,  and  by 
the  removal  of  the  family  these  objects  have  now  left  the  Heights, 
probably  forever. 

The  Morewood  family,  resident  within  the  actual  ramparts 
of  Fort  Washington,  had  an  exceptional  opportunity  for  collect- 
ing military  objects,  and  during  the  building  of  their  house  and 
the  grading  away  of  the  south  part  of  the  Fort  for  a  garden  took 
out  quantities  of  heavy  shot  which  were  carted  away  to  the  foundry 
at  Spuyten  Duyvil.  The  late  John  Haven,  long  resident  in  what 
is  now  Fort  Washington  Park,  took  an  interest  in  the  subject  and 
made  a  collection  of  historical  objects,  which  accompanied  him 
on  his  removal  from  the  Heights.  The  awakening  of  interest  in 
historical  subjects  appears  to  require  the  lapse  of  a  century  before 
the  glamour  of  romance  is  thrown  over  past  events,  and  the  same 
principle  is  probably  applicable  to  the  value  placed  upon  objects 
connected  with  history. 

About  the  time  of  the  first  opening  of  avenues  and  streets  on 
upper  Manhattan  this  period  had  been  reached,  and  a  few  of  the 
then  newer  residents  began  to  devote  some  attention  to  the  military 
objects  which  were  disclosed  by  the  disturbance  of  the  surface. 

Among  these  was  Captain  English  of  the  local  police  force, 
followed  by  Captain,  later  Inspector,  Moses  Cortright,  who 
rescued  a  number  of  buttons,  badges.,  weapons  and  missiles  from 
the  excavations  around  Fort  George.  Another  intelligent  collector 
was  the  late  F.  W.  Hofele,  a  Civil  War  veteran,  resident  at  Fort 
George,  who  made  the  first  public  exhibition  of  such  objects  of 
local  interest  in  his  saloon  at  Fort  George  Avenue  and  194th 
Street.  It  was  the  material  which  he  preserved  that  formed  the 
starting  point  of  the  collection  now  at  the  Headquarters  House. 
Another  contribution  was  obtained  from  W.  Herlihy,  a  contractor, 
who  had  the  work  of  opening  the  "  Ridge  Road,"  now  Fort  Wash- 
ington Avenue,  at  181st  Street,  and  partly  through  the  fortifica- 
tions.   His  group  of  objects  included  a  human  skull,  which  led 
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to  the  identification  of  the  garrison  burial  ground  "  at  Fort 
Washington  Avenue  and  181st  Street. 

i^'roni  time  to  time  the  gradual  change  of  the  BLeights  from  a 
restricted  residential  district  to  a  cit}'  of  apartments,  has  dis- 
turbed relics,  the  disposition  of  which  by  the  finders  has  been 
unfortunate.  The  average  workman  usually  casts  aside  any  object 
not  readily  understood,  but  such  things  as  coins  or  shot  are  carried 
off  and  either  hoarded,  given  away,  or  sold  to  junk  dealers  or  bar- 
tenders. 

An  Italian  workman  usually  places  an  extravagant  vahie  on 
finds  of  coins,  and  is  secretive  as  to  what  he  has  found.  Prob- 
ably he  ass\Tmes  that  the  law  relating  to  such  discoveries  is  the 
same  here  as  in  his  native  country,  and  that  the  object  may  be 
taken  from  him  if  its  discovery  becomes  known.  Thus  some  inter- 
esting coins  found  at  I76th  Street  were  lost  to  sight.  A  local 
Avoi'kingman  once  showed  an  umisual  Saxon  coin  found  "  some- 
where near  168th  Street  "  which  was  almost  ruined  in  character 
by  being  carried  about  in  his  pocket  with  other  coins.  It  was 
inscribed  "  12  Heller.  Eeichstadt,  Sach.  B.  V."  with  the  date  on 
reverse  of  1767. 

About  a  dozen  large  Ijar-shot  were  dislodged  by  workmen  on  the 
site  of  the  Chelsea  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  I78th  Street, 
on  Fort  Washington  Avenue,  which  Avere  probably  from  a  series 
of  fire  hearths  of  military  huts.  Of  these  five  were  disposed  of 
to  a  passing  junk-wagon  before  Mr.  John  Brown,  the  contractor, 
learned  of  the  fact  and  rescued  the  remainder.  Mr.  W.  Green, 
another  contractor,  found  what  he  described  as  a  "  chain  shot " 
but  which  was  probably  a  British  bar-shot,  in  the  excavation  for 
a  sewer  on  Fort  W^ashington  Avenue  at  165th  Street,  and  gave  it 
away  to  the  first  interested  visitor  who  examined  it.  Another 
such  object  was  found  under  the  site  of  the  Audubon  Theatre  at 
164th  Street,  near  Broadway,  which  was  secured  by  a  tradesman 
near  by,  but  was  rescued  by  Mr.  IT.  IT.  Dreyer  and  added  to  a 
small  collection  he  has  made  in  his  office  at  169th  Street,  where 
he  has  gathered  several  other  objects,  such  as  shot,  bullets,  and 
other  militai-y  material.  A  fine  bayonet  found  on  the  American 
Teague  Ball  grounds  at  167th  Street,  found  its  way  to  a  ^snion 
and  its  whereabouts  is  now  unknown. 
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The  late  Mr.  C.  C.  Simpson,  of  the  Consolidated  Gas  Company, 
was  one  of  those  who  took  care  to  preserve  such  relics,  which  came 
to  his  hands  from  the  excavating  for  the  extension  of  gas  mains 
in  the  Dyckman  tract,  out  of  which  he  formed  quite  an  interesting 
little  private  collection,  which  included  some  military  badges  of 
historical  value,  hut  this  collection  is,  like  those  of  others,  such 
as  that  of  Inspector  Cortright,  inaccessible  to  the  general  public. 
Some  very  interesting  objects  were  found  and  preserved  by  Mr. 
W.  C.  Muschenheim,  when  he  resided  at- Fort  Tryon,  but  were 
lost  in  the  fire  that  unfortunately  destroyed  his  picturesque  resi- 
dence. By  the  dispersion  and  loss  of  these  and,  no  doubt,  very 
many  other  such  objects,  the  available  historical  material  has  been 
greatly  reduced,  and  a  greater  value  is  placed  upon  what  is  left. 
Such  objects  lose  much  of  their  value  when  their  association  with 
the  locality  is  lost,  and  few  persons  are  particular  to  preserve  a 
record  of  the  exact  position  in  which  they  were  found.  Objects 
such  as  shot  have  been  attributed  to  "  Fort  Washington,"  a  term 
which  in  years  gone  by  covered  the  whole  territory  from  Carmans- 
ville  to  Inwood.  Therefore  it  has  been  a  particular  satisfaction 
that  such  relics  as  were  preserved  by  the  Libbey  family,  around 
their  old  home.  Fort  Tryon,  are  available  to  public  view  by  their 
loan  by  Mr.  Jonas  Libbey  to  the  Collection  at  the  Headqiiarters 
House. 

Gifts  have  been  made  by  other  persons,  of  isolated  objects  which 
have  added  materially  to  the  scope  of  the  collection. 

With  the  knowledge  gained  by  comparison  of  similar  objects, 
and  with  the  experience  of  direct  search  for  sites  and  buried 
material,  the  collection  at  the  Headquarters  House  has  grown  to 
a  substantial  group  of  objects,  all  of  which  are  carefully  connected 
with  their  place  of  discovery. 

The  result  has  been  to  render  objects  even  of  the  commonest 
character  of  value  and  interest,  and  to  afford  to  a  large  circle  of 
visitors  information  which  appears  to  be  appreciated,  as  to  the 
historical  associations,  not  merely  of  the  district,  but  of  the  par- 
ticular portion  of  it  in  which  they  live,  sometimes  the  street  and 
even  the  site  upon  which  they  reside,  contributing,  it  may  Avell  be 
believed,  to  their  interest  in  their  home  neighborhood,  and  through 
this  incentive  to  the  cultivation  of  a  spirit  of  good  citizenship 
and  neighborliness. 
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III 

THE  AMEEICAX  AEMY  OF  THE  HEIGHTS 

The  military  occupation  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Island  of 
Manhattan  began  in  the  early  part  of  the  eventful  year  of  1776, 
when  detachments  of  American  regiments  commenced  the  con- 
struction of  some  of  the  defensive  earthworks  on  the  Hudson 
side,  the  chief  purpose  of  which  was  to  oppose  the  passage  up  the 
Hudson  River  of  vessels  of  the  British  fleet.  The  anticipated 
arrival  of  the  British  army,  and  his  forecast  of  its  purpose  of 
the  occupation  of  JSTew  York,  led  General  Washing-ton,  after  his 
arrival  on  the  fourteenth  of  April,  to  survey  the  Heights  and 
decide  upon  the  location  of  a  system  of  defences  of  its  rugged 
hills,  by  the  construction  of  Fort  Washington  and  its  system  of 
exterior  defences. 

The  Heights  at  that  period  were  in  the  condition  of  partly 
farmed  and  partly  uncultivated  woodlands,  to  which  the  industry 
of  its  scanty  occupants  had  brought  it,  since  the  final  division  of 
its  common  lands  in  1715  among  the  freeholders  of  J^eAV  Harlem. 
The  allotments  were  then  made  in  the  form  of  parallel  strips  of 
land,  extending  east  and  Avest  of  the  Albany  post-road,  reaching 
respectively  to  the  margin  of  the  Harlem  and  the  Hudson. 

The  houses  of  its  inhabitants  were  few  and  far  betAveen,  all  of 
the  humble  character  of  the  Colonial  farm  dAvelling,  Avith  the 
exception  of  two,  Avhich  at  that  time  A\-ere  but  recently  con- 
structed. 

These  Avere  the  residences  of  Colonel  John  Maunsell  and  of 
Lieutent-Colonel  Roger  Morris,  the  former  situated  on  the  Avest 
side  of  the  post-road  at  148th  Street,  and  the  latter  on  AAdiat  later 
became  the  Jumel  property  east  of  the  same  highway  between 
IGOth  and  162d  Streets.  At  intervals  along  the  post-road  betAveen 
Harlem  and  the  King's  Bridge  Avei'e  several  taverns,  that  knoAvn 
as  Day's  "  at  126th  Street,  the  "  Mon-is  White  House  "  near 
160th  Street,  the  well-known  "  Blue  Bell "  at  IRlst  Street,  and 
Hyatt's  tavern  at  Mai'ble  Hill. 

Of  the  farm  houses,  there  were  then  standing  a  stone  dAvelling 
built  by  Jan  Dyckman  at  1.52d  Street,  which  Avas  occupied  by 
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his  widow  and  children,  also  the  farm-house  of  Johannes  Oblienis 
at  17  6th  Street,  and  the  humble  hoane  of  Barney  Bowei's  nexx 
to  the  Blue  Bell.  In  the  vale  below  Fort  Washiuo-ton  the  dwell- 
ing  of  the  Kortrights  stood  at  Arden  Street  and  Sherman  Avenue, 
and  the  farm  houses  of  William  Dyckman  and  of  William  Nagel 
faced  each  other  on  the  bank  of  the  Harlem  at  210tli  and  213th 
Streets.  A  second  Dyckman  dwelling,  probably  occupied  at  the 
time  by  Jacobus  Dyckman  and  his  numerous  family,  was  located 
at  208th  Street,  near  9th  Avenue. 

Into  this  scattered  and  slender  communitv  the  advent  of  even 

*j 

a  moderate  number  of  armed  soldiery  must  have  introduced  com- 
plications of  an  unusual  character.  The  problem  of  food  and 
drink  would  no  doubt  have  proved  easier  of  solution  than  that  of 
housing  or  of  providing  even  the  poorest  kind  of  shelter  for  a  large 
body  of  men. 

The  officers  were  doubtless  able  to  share,  to  a  limited  extent, 
such  comforts  as  the  farm  houses  afforded,  but  the  private  soldiers 
could  have  had  but  little  beyond  the  rude  shelter  of  the  bams, 
the  out-houses  or  the  stables,  and  these  only  as  far  as  their  limited 
number  permitted.  The  relics  of  military  occupation  have  been 
found  at  every  farm  house  site. 

It  was  fortunate  that,  under  such  circumstances,  the  patriotic 
forces  which  first  arrived  upon  the  scene,  in  the  spring  of  1776, 
Avere  largelj^  composed  of  hardy  pioneers,  farmers  and  woodsmen, 
and  the  n\imber  of  men  at  first  employed  upon  the  Heights  was 
limited. 

There  is  reason  to  suppose,  from  a  note  upon  the  British 
(Sauthier)  map  of  1777,  that  the  farm  barn  or  out-buildings  were 
occupied  as  barracks  by  these  men,  up  to  the  period  when  the 
arrival  of  the  main  army,  in  September,  1776,  overwhelmed  these 
restricted  accommodations  and  compelled  the  large  numbers  form- 
ing its  several  divisions  to  find  what  comfort  they  could  among  the 
rocks  under  the  wild  brush-wood,  and  even  upon  the  bare,  unculti- 
vated uplands.  It  is  interesting  to  find  in  some  of  the  army  orders 
of  the  period  references  to  their  camp  life  and  conditions,  which 
throw  light  upon  the  hardships  they  underwent  in  the  service  of 
their  country. 
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Little  experience  existed  among  these  men  as  to  the  methods  of 
camp  life,  and  the  materials  for  the  eonstniction  of  barracks  or 
even  of  huts  were  evidently  scarce  and  costly.  Tims  men  in 
search  of  firewood  evidently  helped  themselves  to  the  cut  timber 
which  formed  the  protective  abatis  of  the  earthworks,  for  an  order 
was  issued  that  "  Any  soldier  detected  in  so  doing,  without  orders 
from  the  Chief  Engineer,  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Provost  Guard  and 
tried  by  a  General  Court  Martial."  It  was  ordered  that  the  arms 
and  ammunitions  were  to  be  protected,  in  default  of  proper  build- 
ings, by  bell-tents  or  "  painted  tents  "  spread  over  them.  The 
work  of  fortification  compelled  early  rising  and  permitted  no 
easy  times,  for  All  the  troops  are  eveiy  morning  to  be  under 
arms  a  little  before  break  of  day  and  continue  till  sunrise;"  but 
the  practice  of  sending  the  men  out  on  duty  without  breakfast 
was  directed  to  Ix;  discontinued. 

During  the  summer  of  1776,  while  the  construction  of  forti- 
fications was  in  progress,  the  work  involved  the  labor  of  a  working- 
party  of  twelve  hundred  men,  which  Avas  paraded  at  seven  o'clock 
each  morning.  While  small  gTowing  timber  was,  probably,  not 
so  scarce,  planks  and  boards  were  evidently  precious.  One  of  the 
orders  issued  from  Headquarters  at  the  Roger  Morris  house  at 
this  time  indicates  that  most  of  the  troops  were  living  in  tents. 
"  The  building  up  tents  with  boards  is  a  practice  peculiar  to  this 
army,  and  in  our  present  situation,  cannot  be  indulged  without  the 
greatest  injury  to  the  service.  The  boards  brought  into  camp  are 
for  floors  to  the  tents." 

The  practices  of  the  American  sobliery  in  camp  were  the  subject 
of  a  number  of  general  and  special  orders,  which  afford  many 
details  of  the  life  and  habits  of  the  troops  which  have  been  con- 
firmed by  objects  found  on  the  camp  sites. 

Powder  was  ordered  to  be  issued  to  each  man  equal  to  fifteen 
or  eighteen  rounds,  "  also  lead  and  cartridge  paper  that  they  may 
make  their  own  cartridges."  Thus  bullet  casting  was  part  of 
their  duty.  The  men  must  account  for  every  load  not  used  in 
action."  The  quantities  of  lost  bullets  found  show  their  careless- 
ness in  this  respect.  Like  volunteers  and  militiamen  the  world 
over,  the  men  were  probably  independent  and  reckless,  often 
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regardless  of  the  strict  routine  life  of  trained  soldiery.  General 
Wasliington  wrote  that  he  "in  i-iding  through  the  camps,  observed 
a  shameful  waste  of  provision,  large  pieces  of  beef  not  only  thrown 
away,  but  left  above  ground  to  putrefy,"  and  he  added  that  while 
such  practices  continue,  "  troops  will  be  sickly."  "  Some  of  the 
camps  nearest  to  Headquarters  are  very  faulty  in  this  respect." 
They  were  warned  that  if  they  did  not  show  improvement, 
offenders  would  be  named  in  public.  Camp  orderlies  were  then 
detailed  to  pick  up  imbbish  and  see  that  decent  appearances  were 
maintained.  It  was  probably  the  work  of  such  orderlies  that 
gathered  in  the  "  dumps  "  or  pits  some  of  the  camp  debris  which 
,  has  recently  been  brought  to  light,  in  which  the  meat  bones  and 
r      shells  of  oysters  and  clams  are  conspicuously  abundant. 

■  The  food  supplies  of  the  troops  were,  of  course,  a  matter  of 
great  importance.  Traders  and  hucksters,  who  came  into  the 
camps  from  Westchester  County,  took  advantage  of  the  soldiers' 
needs,  and  charged  exorbitant  prices  for  fresh  food  and  comforts. 
They  were,  therefore,  put  under  regulation.  "  Various  frauds, 
impositions  and  abuses  being  every  day  committed  by  traders  and 
hucksters  coming  to  this  camp,  the  Quarter-master  General  and 
his  assistant  "  were  directed  to  regulate  prices,  particularly  garden 
stuff,  ^venison,  cheese  and  butter.  A  public  market  was  also  estab- 
lished. "  For  the  future,  all  persons  bringing  any  of  above 
articles  immediately  for  sale,  are  to  carry  them  to  the  foot  of  the 
glacis  of  the  old  fort,  where  the  market  is  constantly  to  be  held." 
The  location  of  this  camp  market  is  not  difficult  to  identify.  The 
old  fort  was  Fort  Washington,  its  glacis  was  the  slope  extending 
from  the  fort,  and  the  locality  would  no  doubt  have  been  near  the 
road  and  the  main  barracks.  The  sloping  ground  on  the  south- 
east covered  by  I79th  to  181st  Streets  west  of  the  post-road  was 
probably,  therefore,  the  area  on  which  this  market  was  conducted, 
as  it  lay  near  the  Blue  Bell  Tavern,  and  close  to  the  garrison  bar- 
racks and  high  road. 

The  scene  must  have  been  an  animated  one,  when  the  market 
opened  every  morning  at  eight  o'clock,  "  and  was  allowed  to  con- 
tinue till  sunset."  With  the  camp  cooks  and  soldiers  off  duty, 
there  gathered  the  farmers'  sons  and  daughters,  the  panniers  of 
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their  ponies  laden  with  meats  and  garden  truck,  while  the  Quai'- 
ter-niaster's  orderlies  stood  guard  to  see  fair  prices  charged.  ISIo 
corners  "  were  permitted  for  Should  any  person  or  persons  be 
detected  monopolizing  or  forestalling  the  market,  they  will  be 
punished  by  a  court  martial  and  have  all  their  goods  seized  for 
the  sick  of  the  hospital." 

Notwithstanding  every  care,  many  of  the  men  became  ill. 
"  The  battalion  is  very  sickly,"  wrote  Colonel  Ewing  of  the  Mary- 
land Regiment,  "  owing  to  our  lying  on  the  cold  ground  without 
straw  or  plank  which  is  not  to  be  had,  and  medicine  very  scarce." 
Medicine  phials  are  often  found  in  the  debris.  The  surgeons 
were  short  of  necessaries,  and  their  mates  were  ordered  to  attend 
at  the  medicinal  store  to  receive  old  linen  to  be  torn  u]3  and  con- 
verted into  lint.  There  was  a  local  tradition  that  this  hospital 
was  located  in  Bennett  Avenue  at  about  181th  Street. 

On  September  24:th,  1776,  a  general  order  was  issued  that  The 
Quarter-master  and  the  Chief  Engineer  are  to  mark  the  ground 
to-morrow  on  which  the  barracks  and  huts  are  to  be  built  this  side 
King's  Bridge  ".  We  believe  this  led  to  the  selection  of  the  Pres- 
cott  and  Seaman  Avenue  site,  and  that  the  camp  which  afterwards 
became  a  great  centre  for  the  British  and  Hessian  soldiery  was 
l>egun  b}'  the  American  troops. 

Some  information  as  to  the  position  of  the  American  quarters 
is  found  in  the  map  which  was  prepared  immediately  upon  its 
occupation  by  the  British  troops,  and  known  as  the  Sauthier  map 
of  1777.  On  this  are  marked  in  some  detail  buildings,  sometimes 
surrounded  by  enclosures  or  fencings,  which  are  refex'red  to  as 
"  Barracks  built  by  the  Americans  for  their  Winter  Quarters  and 
which  they  burnt  upon  the  Movement  of  the  King's  Army  to 
Frog's  Point." 

The  position  of  some  of  these  barracks  or  quarters  coincides 
with  the  situation  of  some  of  the  farm  dwellings  then  existing. 
Others  were  evidently  tent  encampments  or  perhaps  gTOups  of 
shelters  or  huts  placed  near  the  lines  of  defensive  entrenchments 
and  fortifications. 

The  most  southerly  is  at  127th  Street,  nearest  the  village  of 
Harlem,  and  the  next  north  is  on  a  defined  eminence  near  the 
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Hudson,  about  the  line  of  135th  Street,  probably  that  conspicuous 
hillock  which  has  only  recently  been  graded  away  on  the  west  side 
of  Broadway,  between  134:th  and  136th  Streets.  The  farmhouse 
and  outhouses  of  the  Dyckman  homestead  at  152d  Street  and 
St.  ISTieholas  Avenue  is  another  place  indicated,  and  further  north 
a  building  upon  the  east  side  of  the  post-road  near  the  MoiTis 
house,  which  was  probably  the  "  White  House,"  or  Morris  tavern, 
to  which  the  wounded  commander  of  the  battle  of  Harlem  Heights 
had  been  conveyed  a  few  weeks  before,  and  from  which  his  body 
had  been  taken  to  its  burial.  On  the  west  side  of  the  high  road 
near  169th  Street  is  a  similar  group  of  structures,  a  place  which 
has  been  identified  as  a  camp  site  by  the  objects  found  in  its 
vicinity.  Near  I74th  Street  on  the  east  side  of  the  present 
Broadway  is  a  group  of  buildings,  a  commanding  but  exposed 
position  occupying  the  highest  ground  which  was  traversed  by  the 
post  road.  This  place  was  probably  afterwards  the  wagon  yard 
of  the  British  troops. 

The  home  of  the  Oblienis  family,  at  17 6th  Street,  and  lands 
north  of  that  point,  extending  to  181st  Street,  which  at  that 
period  was  in  the  possession  of  Blazius  Moore,  the  tobacco  mer- 
chant, founder  of  the  business  and  fortunes  of  the  Lorillards,  are 
marked  on  this  map  as  military  quarters.  A  significant  group  of 
several  buildings  west  of  Broadway  is  shown  just  below  the  glacis 
of  Fort  Washington  and  directly  behind  the  Blue  Bell  tavern. 
These  were  repeated  in  greater  detail  in  the  British  headquarters 
map  of  1782  and  from  these  maps  the  site  of  barracks  used  by  the 
successive  garrisons  of  the  Fort  was  located.  Both  from  their 
position  on  the  eaidy  map  and  from  distinctive  objects  found  there, 
these  buildings  would  appear  to  have  been  originally  constructed 
bv  the  American  Army. 

That  there  were  others  on  the  mainland,  built  or  occupied  for 
the  use  of  the  troops  in  the  forts  on  the  neighboring  heights  is 
evident  from  American  reference  to  them.  The  construction  of 
all  these  quarters  formed  part,  and  no  small  part,  of  the  work  of 
those  troops  which  during  the  summer  of  1776  occupied  the  upper 
end  of  the  Island.  Some  must  have  been  quite  extensive  struc- 
tures, since  in  the  general  council  on  September  8th  it  was  con- 
templated that  eight  thotisand  men  would  be  kept  "  for  the 
defence  of  Mount  Washington  and  its  dependencies,"  and  for 
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such  a  body  of  troops  with  their  neeessar}^  stores  and  materials 
a  large  amount  of  cover  must  have  been  pi'ovided.  Those  were 
not  days  of  ready  sawn  himher  and  wire  nails,  and  the  construc- 
tion involved  not  merely  the  erection,  but  the  hewing  and  sawing 
of  the  necessary  timber,  and  perhaps  the  forging  of  the  nails  and 
spikes,  of  which  so  many  have  been  found  aroimd  the  old  loca- 
tions described.  Some  of  the  buildings  were  dismantled  and 
others  destroyed  at  the  end  of  October,  1776. 

At  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  armj^  to  Westchester  County, 
General  Greene  wrote  to  Washington,  October  2-i,  1776,  "  Our 
peo]>le  have  had  extreme  hard  duty.  The  common  guards,  com- 
mon fatigue,  and  the  extraordinary  guards  and  extraordinary 
fatigue  for  the  removal  of  the  stores  and  forwarding  the  provi- 
sions, has  kept  every  man  on  duty."  These  labors  consisted  of 
the  removal  that  month  of  the  stores  and  provisions  gathered  dur- 
ing the  summer  on  the  Island,  and  then  conveyed  by  way  of  the 
King's  Bridge  to  Washington's  ai*my  in  Wes  chester ;  and  v/ith  the 
shortage  of  horses  and  wagons  this  must  have  constituted  a  severe 
task. 

It  was  tliat  anxious  period  when  the  future  plans  of  the  British 
were  causing  the  greatest  troubles  of  the  patriot  officers,  after 
Hale's  life  had  been  sacrificed  to  their  need  for  information,  and 
Avhen  forebodings  of  the  possible  fate  of  Fort  Washington  were 
occupying  the  minds  of  the  Commander  and  his  trusted  assistants, 
that  the  question  arose  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  shelters  and 
barracks  which  had  cost  so  much  labor  to  erect. 

"  General  J\'Iifflin  thinks  it  not  advisable  to  pull  the  barracks 
down  yet,"  continues  Greene's  letter  of  October  24th.  "  He  has 
hopes  of  our  army  returning  to  that  gTound  for  winter  quarters," 
a  view  which  Lee  had  previously  ridiculed.  Greene  expressed 
fears  that  "  if  the  enemy  should  throw  in  a  thousand  or  fifteen 
himdred  men  "  at  King's  Bridge,  they  could  cut  off  our  com- 
munication effectually,  and  "  as  the  state  of  the  barracks  are,  they 
would  find  exceeding  good  cover  for  the  men.  But  if  we  were 
to  take  the  barracks  down,  (even)  if  the  boards  were  not  removed, 
it  would  in  a  great  measure  deprive  them  of  that  advantage." 

Preliminary  precautions  were  thereupon  taken  by  Greene,  who 
wrote,  "  I  have  directed  all  the  wagons  to  be  employed  in  picking 
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up  tlie  scattered  boards  about  the  encampments.  I  believe,  from 
what  I  saw  yesterday  in  riding  over  the  ground,  they  will  amount 
to  many  thousands.  As  soon  as  we  have  got  these  together,  I 
purpose  to  begin  upon  the  barracks."  On  the  28th  of  October  he 
wrote  to  General  Mifflin,  "  The  people  have  been  employed  in 
getting  the  boards  together  at  Fort  Washington  and  the  ferry. 
Some  have  been  brought  from  King's  Bridge.  To-day  I  sent  up 
to  Colonel  Lasher,  in  command  at  Fort  Independence,  to  know 
what  assistance  he  could  give  towards  taking  down  the  barracks 
and  bringing  off  the  boards,  and  had  for  answer  that  he  had  orders 
to  burn  the  barracks,  quit  the  post,  and  join  the  army  by  way  of 
the  North  Eiver  at  the  White  Plains." 

General  Greene  feared  that  the  effect  of  this  action  would  be 
to  oblige  Colonel  Magaw  to  draw  his  forces  within  the  fortifica- 
tions, "  as  the  enemy  will  have  a  passage  open  upon  his  back," 
which  is  just  what  eventually  had  to  be  done,  the  step  allowing 
the  Hessians  later  to  establish  themselves  on  the  island  and  repair 
the  broken  King's  Bridge.  "  If  the  barracks  are  not  bunit  in 
the  morning  and  the  enemy  don't  press  too  hard  upon  us,  Ave  will 
try  to  get  away  some  of  the  boards."  But  even  while  he  had  been 
writing  these  words,  these  buildings  on  King's  Bridge  Heights 
were  being  reduced  to  ashes.  Three  days  later  the  tardy  enemy 
appeared  on  the  scene  to  find  everything  of  value  gotten  away," 
and  the  King's  and  Farmer's  bridges  cut  down. 

There  is  good  reason  from  the  foregoing  to  suppose  that  the 
barracks  upon  Manhattan  Island,  were  not  entirely  destroyed  or 
removed,  as  they  were  in  use  up  to  the  time  of  the  assault  which 
was  made  by  the  combined  forces  of  Howe  and  von  Knyphausen 
on  I^ovember  the  16th.  The  possession  of  such  shelters  as  these 
barracks  afforded,  however  crude  they  may  have  been,  proved  of 
immediate  value  to  the  captors  of  Fort  Washington  at  that  period 
of  the  year,  and  it  is  certain  that  those  near  by  the  fort  and  prob- 
ably elsewhere  were  promptly  occupied  by  the  British  and  Hes- 
sian regulars.  Thus  the  structures  which  had  for  several  months 
formed  the  only  shelter  of  the  poor  patriots  who  shivered  through 
the  chill  autumnal  nights  during  the  defence  of  the  heights,  and 
upon  which  much  of  their  labor  and  some  of  their  high  hopes  had 
been  expended,  passed  into  the  possession  of  their  opponents. 
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IV 

THE  BRITISH  AXD  HESSIAN  ARMIES  ON  THE 

HEIGHTS 

On  November  the  sixteenth,  1776,  the  newborn  banner  of  free- 
dom Avas  lowered,  to  be  seen  no  more  in  this  locality  for  seven 
weary  years,  and  the  flag  of  Britain  took  its  place  over  the 
Eortress,  on  the  security  of  which  the  hopes  of  its  defenders  had 
been  placed.  Notwithstanding  the  terms  of  surrender  which  were 
promised,  the  reputation  of  the  Hessians  for  bnitality  was  so 
great  that  the  captured  men  feared  the  worst  treatment.  When 
Captain  von  Malsburg,  detailed  to  take  possession,  entered  the 
lines  of  the  fort  he  was,  he  says,  "  surrounded  Avith  officers  with 
fear  and  anxiety-  in  their  faces.  They  invited  him  to  their  bar- 
racks, pressed  punch,  wine  and  cold  cakes  upon  him,  complimented 
him  on  his  affability,  and  told  him  they  had  not  been  led  to  expect 
such  from  a  Hessian  officer." 

The  men  were  told  to  fall  in,  and  were  marched  out  to  surrender 
their  arms.  They  must  have  gone  down  the  lane  that  led  to  the 
fort  from  the  King's  Highway,  through  their  abandoned  breast- 
works to  some  open  space  near  the  barracks,  where  they  were  mus- 
tered for  their  march  to  captivity.  Between  a  double  line  formed 
by  the  regiments  of  Colonels  Rahl  and  Lossberg,  the  patriots 
"  laid  down  their  arms,  and  gave  up  their  yellow,  blue  and  white 
banners,  on  which  Knyphausen  looked  with  disdain,"  and  fonning 
into  lines  the  dejected  prisoners  tramped  between  a  heavy  guard 
to  their  fate  in  the  City. 

Around  the  slope  of  Fort  Tryon,  and  the  face  of  the  bluff 
extending  thence  to  187th  Street,  Avere  stretched  the  dead  of  the 
Hessian  and  Waldeek  forces,  and  over  on  the  Hudson  side  of  the 
Laurel  Hill,  and  around  the  Morris  House,  lay  a  score  of  British 
dead  and  five  times  that  number  of  wounded  men.  The  Hessian 
Avounded  lay  thickly  around  Fort  Tryon,  many  of  them  cursing 
their  lot,  and  the  dying  bcAvailing  the  fate  AA'hich  had  brought 
them  into  a  quai*rel  in  which  they  had  no  interest  beyond  a  paltry 
pittance  of  pay.  Many  of  their  dead  Avere  evidently  buried  Avhere 
thoy  lay,  or  AA'here  the  presence  of  sufficient  earth  enabled  the  body 
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to  be  concealed,  as  sbiown  by  the  remains  which  several  times 
have  been  disturbed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Eort  upon  the  Hays 
property. 

The  wounded  of  the  Hessians  were  ordered  to  be  taken  to  Mor- 
risania,  and  upon  their  removal  and  the  interment  of  the  dead, 
some  of  whom  were  no  doubt  buried  in  what  afterwards  became 
the  "  Garrison  Burying  ground,"  at  Fort  Washington  Avenue  and 
181st  Street,  and  other  perhaps  in  the  little  jSTagel  burying  plot 
at  212th  Street,  the  troops  settled  down  into  the  occupation  of  th'e 
Heights,  which  lasted  for  almost  exactly  seven  years. 

The  troops  were  promptly  assigned  to  various  quarters.  The 
Eritish  brigades  were  divided,  part  being  sent  back  towards  ISTew 
York,  including  the  troop  of  the  iTth  Light  Dragoons.  Of  the 
Hessians,  five  regiments  were  returned  to  the  City,  and  the  rest, 
under  Major  General  Schmidt,  were  entrusted  with  the  garrison- 
ing of  the  advanced  positions  so  recently  held  by  their  opponents, 
in  Fort  Independence,  and  in  those  upon  the  hills  commanding 
the  creek  of  "  Spiking  Devil."  The  4th  battalion  of  Hessian 
Grenadiers,  under  Colonel  Kohler,  held  Fort  Washington  itself, 
and  the  other  Genu  an  detaphments  settled  into  the  late  quarters  of 
the  Americans. 

Captured  arms  were  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Cleaveland,  "  and  no  person  on  any  account  allowed  to  buy 
or  sell  them,"  for  they  would  not  improbably  have  found  their 
way  to  American  hands.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  order  many 
more  discarded  weapons  might  have  been  found  on  the  Heights. 

It  was  also  directed  that  "  all  stores,  lumber,  etc.,"  taken  from 
the  Enemy,  Arms,  Ammunition  and  Artillery  excepted,  are  to  be 
taken  charge  of  by  Quarter  Master  General." 

The  Chief  Engineer,  Colonel  Montresor,  was  ordered  to  inspect 
the  works  of  the  Fort  and  to  report  upon  their  condition,  which 
he  evidently  did,  and  desig-nated  some  part  of  them  as  unnecessary 
or  unsuitable,  for  some  portions  were  ordered  to  be  demolished, 
but  others  were  then,  or  later,  sti:eng;hened. 

General  Knyphausen  took  up  his  quarters,-  with  his  staff,  in 
the  abandoned  Roger  Mori'is  house,  and  thence  sent  his  reports 
of  this,  the  most  important  success  of  his  troops,  to  his  home  gov- 
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eminent.  In  the  general  orders  of  Sir  William  Howe,  he  was 
especially  thanked  for  his  services  in  taking  the  Fort  and  the 
compliment  was  officially  paid  him,  of  re-naming  the  captured 
fort  in  his  honor,  as  Fort  Knyphausen,"  by  which  title  it  became 
pretty  generally  known  for  several  years,  by  friend  and  foe  alike. 

The  autumn  was  perfectly  fine;  "the  finest  weather  for  the 
season  ever  known,  and  such  a  Fall  as  no  Man  can  recollect,"  and 
the  sounds  of  actual  warfare  ceased  for  a  time,  but  military  life 
swarmed  Over  the  Heights  in  everv  direction,  and  the  few  remain- 
ing  residents  must  have  found  themselves  in  very  rough  and  unde- 
sirable company  if  they  ventured  abroad  to  attempt  any  of  their 
one  time  avocations.  The  farm  houses  were  all  occupied  by  officers, 
as  shown  by  regimental  buttons  on  the  sites  of  the  Oblienis,  Dyck- 
man  and  K^agel  homes. 

Thus  commenced  the  course  of  events  upon  the  Heights  and  in 
the  Inwood  Yalley  which  turned  this  hitherto  peaceful  locality 
into  an  armed  camp,  its  hilltops  into  earthworks  and  forts  bristling 
with  cannon,  and  its  humble  homes  into  officers'  quarters.  The 
tide  of  actual  conflict  swept  across  the  Harlem  into  the  debatable 
land,  but  the  alarais  of  war,  the  thunder  of  cannon  and  the  march- 
ing and  counter-mai'ching  of  the  bodies  of  armed  men  were  a  con- 
stant accompaniment  of  the  life  of  the  Fleights,  from  177G  to  1783. 

Bare  and  uncultivated,  stripped  of  every  tree  and  bush,  dusty 
and  sweltering  in  summer,  wind-swept  and  unsheltered  in  Avinter, 
the  hills  and  vales  must  have  presented  a  forlorn  and  desolated 
appearance,  only  partly  relieved  by  the  buildings,  the  flags  and 
tents  and  the  gay  uniforms  of  its  military  occupants. 

Of  the  motley  collection  of  nationalities,  English,  Irish,  Scotch, 
Tory,  Hessian  and  Hanoverian,  Avhich  composed  the  shifting  and 
kaleidoscopic  army  of  occupation  of  the  Heights,  there  is  most 
fortunately  preseiwed  for  our  information  a  description  in  the 
diary  of  a  Saxon  officer  which  is  full  of  details  of  local  interest, 
which  have  been  supplemented  and  confirmed  by  the  discovery 
of  the  camp  sites  and  of  the  fortified  positions,  to  which  his  record 
refers,  in  the  recent  explorations  and  search  for  relics  which  are 
tc  be  described. 


378    American  Scenic  and  Histokic  Preseevation  Society 


V 

HESSIAN  MILITAKY  LIFE 

Among  the  Germans  who,  during  the  Revolutionary  period,  made 
their  military  home,  or  rather  occupied  uncomfortable  quarters, 
in  this  locality,  was  one  who  had  the  habit  of  keeping  a  diary, 
which  record,  owing  to  the  rather  unusual  circumstances  that  the 
diarist,  after  the  close  of  the  war,  returned  to  America,  where  he 
married  and  settled  down  for  life,  Avas  preserved  by  his  descend- 
ants and  has  been  translated  and  published  by  the  ISTew  York  His- 
torical Society.  With  a  drum-head  as  his  table,  and  with  an 
extreme  shortage  of  writing  material,  involving  the  most  minute 
chirography  and  laborious  draftsmanship.  Sergeant  John  Charles 
Philip  von  Krafft  wrote  memoranda  and  observations,  accom- 
panied by  drawings  and  maps,  dictated  by  a  keen  interest  in  his 
surroundings,  and  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  military  affairs, 
which  together  afford  an  extraordinary  and  vivid  picture  of  the 
military  life  of  that  period  as  it  existed  on  AVashington  Heights. 

He  was  not  engaged  in  the  capture  of  the  position,  nor  did  he 
make  his  appearance  here  until  nearly  two  years  had  elapsed 
thereafter,  but  from  the  year  1778  onwards  to  the  end,  he  was 
quartered  from  time  to  time  in  its  various  forts  and  camps,  and 
records  his  impressions,  his  views  and  his  observations  in  daily 
detail. 

Having  left  his  home  in  Dresden,  and  abandoned  his  position 
as  a  sub-officer  in  the  Saxon  service,  for  a  hoped-for  career  of 
adventure  and  advancement,  von  Krafft  drifted  first  to  Russia 
and  thence  to  England,  to  France,  and  even  to  Canada  and  back 
again,  ere  he  reached  the  scene  of  conflict  then  proceeding  in  the 
States,  and  volunteered  to  Washington,  at  Valley  Forge,  his  ser- 
vices in  the  patriotic  cause.  Disappointed  by  the  lack  of  an  avail- 
able commissioned  position,  he  made  his  way  through  the  lines 
into  Philadelphia,  and  entered  the  Hessian  service  as  a  "  Volun- 
teer Sergeant  "  in  the  Musketeer  Regiment  of  Colonel  von  Donop, 
in  which  capacity  he  eventually  made  his  appearance  upon  Wash- 
ingion  Heights  in  the  blazing  heat  of  a  July  day  in  the  year  1778. 
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Ilis  spelling  is  Saxon  in  form  and  amusingly  phonetic  in 
respect  of  onr  puzzling  local  nomenclature.  "  Spaken  hill  "  stands 
for  SiHijten  Duyvil  Hill  and  "  Spaken  Dubbel  "  for  the  Creek, 
while  King's  Pritsch  "  and  "  Fort  Intepentence  "  will  be  more 
readily  recognized  than  "  Forsed  hill/'  or  Forest  Hill,  later  Fort 
Tryon.  In  erecting,  demolishing,  remodeling  and  repairing  the 
military  works  at  these  and  other  points  to  suit  the  varying  ideas 
of  successive  commandants,  von  Krafft  was  employed  during  the 
five  years  "of  his  service. 

One  of  his  first  visits  was  to  friends  in  the  Regiment  "  Erb- 
prinz  "  then  camped  in  the  camp  on  Laurel  Hill,  or  Fort  George, 
where  he  evidently  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  that  famous  regi- 
ment's canteen,  and  in  July,  1778,  when  for  a  time  he  had  joined 
the  Chasseurs,  he  was  quartered  at  the  Roger  Morris  house,  then 
the  Geraian  General's  headquarters.    While  in  service  with  the 
Chasseurs  he  marched  along  the  high  road  across  the  King's  bridge, 
and  later  did  out-post  duty  on  the  Cock-Hill  overlooking  "  Spaken 
Dubbell,"  where  the  Inwood  mosquitoes  made  sleep  impossible. 
With  the  same  corps  he  took  part  in  foraging  expeditions  into 
Westchester  County  where  he  was  careful  to  secure  his  own  share 
of  the  poor  farmers'  stock  and  produce,  penetrating  as  far  as 
'  Weit  Blane  "  in  such  quests.    In  ISTovember,  1778,  he  was  on 
uty  in  the  Cock-Hill  Redoubt,  and  in  December  of  that  year, 
ntered  camp  near  Fort  Knyphausen,  alternating  turns  of  duty  on 
he  Laurel  Hill  ramparts,  and  across  the  Harlem,  with  camp  jolli- 
fications, which  resulted  in  his  becoming  involved  in  several  broils 
nd  fights.    From  his  gossiping  notes,  we  learn  much  of  the  cir- 
umstances  of  the  garrisons  of  the  forts  and  the  soldiery  in  camp. 

The  troops  in  those  days  went  early  into  their  winter  quartei's, 
onsisting  of  huts,  nine  for  each  company,  ten  men  to  a  hut.  These 
we  now  know  to  have  been  the  dug-outs  discovered  in  several  parts 
~f  the  Heights.    In  summer  the  men  cultivated  the  ground  around 
hem  with  vegetables  and  even  with  flowers.    In  winter  time  these 
were  not  available;  fresh  food  was  scarce,  and  so  the  men  were 
ick  and  discontented.   The  steep  ground  occupied  by  the  hut  camp 
efore  Fort  Knyphausen,  on  the  line  of  Bennett  Avenue,  has  some 
erraced  plots,  probably  the  Gentians'  little  truck  patches.  On 
Fort  George  Hill  the  site  of  the  Laurel  Hill  camp  has  been  pretty 
learly  established  by  debris  found  in  the  rich  soil  which  is  even  at 
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this  late  date  under  cultivation  at  194tli  Street.  From  the  notes 
in  the  diary  we  gain  some  knowledge  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
fortifications  on  the  Heights. 

Frequent  threats  of  attack  upon  the  exterior  forts  around  King's 
Bridge  decided  the  British  authorities  to  abandon  and  destroy 
them,  so  in  the  fall  of  1779  the  works  of  Fort  -Independence 
and  of  Numbers  Four  to  Seven,  forming  the  exterior  chain  of 
defences,  were  dismantled,  and  the  garrisons  were  withdrawn  to 
Manhattan  island.  Relics  found  in  these  places,  therefore,  ante- 
date the  year  1779.  Fort  Prince  Charles,  on  Marble  Hill,  thus 
became  the  most  northerly  outpost.  In  order  to  maintain  com- 
munication with  Fort  No.  8  on  University  Heights,  a  sort  of 
rope  or  cable  ferry  known  as  "  Holland's  Ferry  "  was  established 
on  the  Harlem  River  from  the  mouth  of  Sherman's  Creek  at  201st 
Street,  where  a  camp  was  established.  The  ferry  was  assailed  by 
the  wily  American  irregulars,  who  during  the  following  year  crept 
in  at  night,  cut  the  cable,  drove  out  a  guarding  force  on  the  Bronx 
side,  and  burned  huts  which  they  occupied  there. 

The  threat  of  attack  on  the  defenses  of  the  island,  which  in 
July,  1781,  was  made  by  Washingion  and  Rochambeau,  was 
actually  witnessed  by  von  Krafft  from  Laurel  Hill,  and  their 
forces  were  seen  by  him  around  Van  Cortlandt  Park.  For  ten 
days  the  combined  American  and  French  brigades,  amounting  to 
about  four  thousand  men,  were  in  sight  of  the  troops  on  the 
Heights,  while  the  eminent  commanders  made  personal  observa- 
tions of  the  appearance  of  the  British  and  German  defenses.  Wash- 
ington's diary  records  several  observations  of  this  nature,  which 
are  of  value  to  our  local  history.  The  discovery  of  French  mili- 
tary objects  in  the  military  debris  is  thus  explainable. 

In  von  Kralft's  record  is  much  information  as  to  the  number  of 
the  troops  and  the  character  of  the  corps  which  from  time  to  time 
formed  the  garrison  of  the  various  military  works,  their  rapid 
changes  bringing  about  the  abandonment  of  some  of  the  service- 
able materials  which  have  come  to  light  when  the  sites  of  their 
barracks,  hut  or  camps  have  been- explored. 

Among  several  productions  of  von  Krafft's  skill  as  a  draftsman 
is  a  panoramic  sketch  which  he  made  in  1779  from  Laurel  Hill 
(Fort  George  Hill),  representing  the  field  of  view  from  Inwood 
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Hill  on  the  north  to  Fort  No.  8  (the  site  of  ISTew  York  University) 
on  the  east,  both  inehisive,  and  which  has  been  most  helpful  in 
identifying  many  of  the  military  landmarks  in  this  region.  The 
sketch  is  reproduced  in  photogravure  with  von  Krafft's  diary  in 
the  publications  of  the  New  York  Historical  Societ}'  for  the  year 
1882,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  process  of  reproduction  is  obscure 
in  some  details.  With  a  knowledge  of  the  ground  portrayed  and 
the  results- of  the  explorations  described  in  these  pages,  and  with 
the  aid  of  a  magnifying  glass,  Dr.  Edward  Hagaman  Hall  has 
carefully  redrawn  the  sketch  with  pen  and  ink,  bringing  out  the 
distinctive  features  more  clearly  than  in  the  photogravure,  and  it 
is  reproduced  in  plate  34  herewith.  Efforts  to  locate  the  original 
sketch  by  von  Krafft  have  proved  unavailing,  and  its  whereabouts 
are  unknown.  Following  is  a  translation  of  the  original  German 
title  and  explanation  of  the  sketch : 

"  Situation  plan  of  the  Island  of  New  York  in  North  America,  but  only 
on  the  east  side  in  the  neighborhood  of  what  had  been  Fort  Wa^^hington  but 
was  afterwards  Knyphausen;  which  I  myself  sketched  in  the  month  of  May, 
1779,  from  Laurel  Hill.  But  this  was  not  drawn  until  1781,  in  the  month 
of  January  and  in  the  hut  camp  at  Fort  Knyphausen. 

"  liixplanation :  No.  1,  2,  3,  ori  Speiten  Devil,  4,  5,  G,  7  and  Q,  American 
redoubts.  G  (script)  Kings  redoubts.  I  (script)  Independence.  V,  block- 
house. Above-named  redoubts  which  were  constructed  partly  by  the  Ameri- 
cans, partly  by  the  English,  were  demolished  in  the  xiutumn  of  1779  during 
the  construction  of  the  line  of  circumvallation,  in  which  I  was  also  ordered 
to  as-ist  the  English  engineer,  Lieut.  Sproule  of  the  16th  regiment.  O,  torn- 
down  houses;  also  hut  camps  no  longer  existing,  .such  as:  K,  Emmerich's 
Chasseurs'  camp;  Z,  Hessian  Yagers  and  Chasseurs'  camp;  S,  camp  of  the 
17th  English  regiment  which  had  been  taken  prisoners;  E,  Pontoon  bridge 
then  existing;  M,  Queen's  bridge,  destroyed;  F,  storehouse  taken  down;  T, 
former  camp  of  the  regiment  of  Life  Guards;  U,  orchard  cut  down  for  the 
barricades.  I>,  the  Island  of  New  -Jersey.  A,  North  or  Cox  Hill  and  its 
redoubt.  C,  Charles  redoubt  and  D  the  guard-house  there.  The  same  from 
A  on  are  still  in  existence,  as  also  is  G,  LTpper  Courtlandt's  and  H,  Lower 
Courtlandt's  house.  N,  King's  Bridge.  L,  inhabited  house.  R,  some  huts  of 
negroes,  plantations  and  houses  called  Morisina.  No.  8,  redoubt.  Ex  (script) 
ferry  crossing,  otherwise  called  Holland's  Ferry.  W,  Laurel  Hill.  X,  still 
another  place  fortified  by  the  Americans  and  improved  by  the  English,  a'a 
the  intrenchments  newly  consti'ucted  in  the  year  '79.  a'a,  and  a'^a  called 
Fort  Clinton.  Y,  huts  subsequently  built  by  the  44th  Engli-sh  regiment  before 
the  construction  of  the  new  intrenchments." 
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VI 

WASHINGTOI^'S  HEADQUARTERS  AND  THE  CAMP  OF 
THE  38TH  FOOT  REGIMENT 

At  the  time  when  the  tide  of  warfare  was  moving  towards  the 
City  of  New  York,  the  heights  of  the  upper  end  of  the  island  of 
Manhattan  were  in  the  peaceful  occupation  of  farmers,  and  in 
part  were  in  the  same  condition  of  wild  woodland  in  which  they 
had  existed  from  time  immemorial.  The  only,  change  that  had 
come  about  in  the  ninety  years  that  had  elapsed  since  Jan  Kiersen 
had  leased  the  Indian  field  in  1G86,  consisted  in  the  advent  of  sev- 
eral residents  of  the  wealthier  class,  attracted  to  the  locality, 
doubtless,  by  its  varied  channs  of  scenery,  and  its  healthful  alti- 
tude. 

Two  private  residences  had  been  erected  for  residents  of  this 
class,  the  one  constructed  near  14Yth  Street  and  the  other,  which 
is  still  in  existence,  at  160th  Street,  both  situated  on  prominent 
heights,  overlooking  wide  vistas  of  the  low-lying  lands  of  Harlem 
and  the  Bronx,  to  the  glistening  waters  of  the  Sound. 

The  pioneer  settler  had  long  before  transferred  his  operations 
from  the  Indian  clearing  to  a  property  on  the  east  side  of  the 
post-road,  extending  between  158tli  and  163rd  Streets,  and  having 
built  thex'eon  a  humble  dwelling  of  the  usual  cottage  farmhouse 
type,  had  been  gathered  to  his  fathers  about  1750,  at  an  advanced 
age.  The  attractive  position  of  this  little  farm,  above  the  bold 
bluffs  overhanging  the  winding  Harlem,  invited  the  attention  of 
travellers,  and  when  Major  Roger  Morris  was  seeking  a  suitable 
site  for  a  summer  residence,  his  choice  fell  on  this  place.  He  pur- 
chased it  and  erected  thereon  about  1763,  the  handsome  Colonial 
dwelling,  which,  after  many  vicissitudes  of  occupation  and  owner- 
ship, is  now  a  treasured  possession  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

The  expense  of  the  building  was  probably  borne  by  the  ample 
estate  of  his  wife,  Mary  Philipse,  whose  rights  were  aftei-wards 
recognized  as  superior  to  the  act  of  forfeiture  in  spite  of  her  hus- 
band's attachment  to  the  British  cause. 

Retiring  from  active  service  in  the  47th  Regiment,  in  1764,  with 
the  brevet  rank  of  Lieut.  Colonel,  Morris  settled  down  to  enjoy- 
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ment  of  his  home  on  the  Heights,  and  took  up  the  duties  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  King's  Council 

When  the  course  of  events  indicated  the  probability  of  the  advent 
of  actual  warfare  to  the  vicinity,  the  Morris  family  left  their  inter- 
esting home  in  the  care  of  servants,  and  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
American  forces,  following  the  evacuation  of  New  York,  the 
vacated  building  was  promptly  utilized  as  the  most  suitable  place 
for  the  establishment  of  the  headquarters,  and  for  the  temporary 
residence  of  General  Washington  and  his  staff. 

The  construction  of  the  defenses  of  Fort  Washington  had,  prior 
to  that  time,  involved  visits  from  the  General  and  his  aides,  dur- 
ing which  the  house  had  doubtless  been  observed  and  marked  for 
the  purpose  to  which  it  was  put  in  September,  1776. 

The  building  is  partly  brick  and  partly  frame,  is  of  two  stories 
and  an  attic  in  height,  and  has  a  basement  extending  under  its 
entire  space,  lighted  by  small  windows.  The  kitchen  was  in  the 
basement  and  probably  some  of  the  servants'  ofHces.  The  wide 
fireplace  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  basement  is  evidently  part 
of  its  original  construction,  though  the  flooring  and  other  wood- 
work has  doubtless  been  subjected  to  much  rejilacement.  A  tra- 
dition, as  in  the  case  of  other  buildings,  alleges  the  existence  of  a 
secret  passage  from  the  basement  to  the  Harlem  River,  a  not  very 
reasonable  requirement  in  a  Colonial  gentleman's  summer  resi- 
dence, and  a  most  impracticable  accompaniment  in  view  of  the 
rock  on  which  the  house  is  planted. 

Within  the  wide  parlors  of  the  residence  were  doubtless  enacted 
many  scenes  of  supreme  interest,  while  the  biiilding  was  in  mili- 
tary occupation. 

The  military  map  of  1777  indicates  that  at  the  time  of  the  cap- 
ture of  Fort  Washington,  a  double  row  of  military  huts  had  been 
erected  during  the  American  occupation,  which  extended  nearly 
parallel  with  the  driveway  from  the  high  road  to  the  house,  or 
practically  on  the  line  of  the  present  private  alley  known  as  Sylvan 
Place.  These  were  probably  the  quarters  of  the  guard,  and  per- 
haps of  some  of  the  staff. 

Hard  by,  alongside  the  high  road,  there  was  then  standing  a 
building,  which  was  several  times  referred  to  in  orders  as  the 
"  White  House,"  or  "  Morris'  White  House,"  which,  in  all  prob- 
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ability,  was  the  one-time  dwelling  of  the  Kiersen  family.  It  was 
utilized  on  several  occasions  for  holding  courts-martial,  and  was 
also  the  place  to  which  the  head  of  the  leaden  statue  of  King  George 
was  taken  after  the  destruction  of  the  monument  at  the  Bowling 
Green,  and  from  which  it  was  stolen  by  Cox,  the  Tory  innkeeper  of 
Kingsbridge. 

The  little  dwelling  appears  to  have  stood  at  a  point  about  125 
feet  south  of  the  south  side  of  West  160th  Street,  now  beneath  an 
apartment  house  known  as  Morton  Court.  Its  position  here  was 
indicated  by  the  presence  of  old  bricks  and  plaster,  disclosed  when 
the  excavations  for  that  building  were  made.  It  had  probably 
been  razed  before  the  Jumels  purchased  the  estate,  for  it  occupied 
a  part  of  the  space  which  formed  the  fish  pond  constructed  after 
1812,  and  round  which  were  planted  the  Egyptian  cypress  trees, 
which,  until  recent  years,  were  a  conspicuous  feature  of  the  locality. 

Immediately  to  the  rear  of  this  site,  in  the  bank  far  below  the 
margin  of  the  fish  pond,  was  a  deposit  or  "  dump  "  of  household 
rubbish,  in  which  was  a  pewter  button  of  a  private  soldier  of  the 
57th  or  West  Middlesex  regiment,  a  mute  evidence  of  the  presence 
of  the  military  at  the  place. 

It  is  probable  that  other  "  dumps  "  must  have  existed  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Mansion,  in  which,  after  the  fashion  of  the  times, 
household  debris  was  buried.  In  the  deposit  above  described  there 
was  found  a  number  of  brass  pins  of  old  form,  some  broken  china, 
glass,  bones  and  other  domestic  debris.  The  haste  with  which  the 
place  was  cleared  precluded  more  extended  search,  and  much  more 
was  doubtless  lost  to  view  forever. 

A  search  was  made  at  several  points  in  the  present  grounds  on 
the  east  side  of  the  mansion,  and  a  quantity  of  household  rubbish 
was  found  around  the  roots  of  one  of  the  old  trees  which  still  cling 
to  the  edge  of  the  rocks  where  Edgecombe  Avenue  was  cut  across 
the  property.  The  material  which  was  found  at  the  place  proved 
to  be  uninteresting,  consisting  only  of  masses  of  charcoal,  broken 
brick  and  plaster,  with  oyster  and  clam  shells  and  broken  bottles. 

At  several  places  east  of  the  house  under  the-  present  grass  lawn 
and  flower  beds,  there  is  more  or  less  broken  or  scattered  debris, 
some  of  which  consists  of  crockery  and  chinaware.  So  far,  there- 
fore, the  vicinity  of  the  Headquai-ters  House  has  not  proven  as 
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fruitful  in  the  discovery  of  relics  as  have  the  sites  of  older  though 
much  humbler  dwellings,  such  as  those  of  Van  Oblieuis,  of  Kort- 
right  and  ISTagel. 

It  is  natural  to  suppose  that  at  all  times  during  the  military 
occupation  of  the  Heights,  some  troops  were  encamped  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  Roger  Morris  Mansion,  which  was  used 
as  headquarters  by  the  successive  commanders  of  Fort  Wash- 
ington. 

The  development  of  the  neighborhood  has  wiped  out  all  traces 
of  such  occupation,  and  the  only  records  are,  therefore,  those  rather 
scanty  descriptions  which  exist  in  the  diary  of  von  Krafft,  and  a 
reference  to  the  place  in  the  writings  of  General  Washington. 

In  1778,  von  Krafft,  then  quartered  at  the  hut  camp  at  181st 
Street,  was  on  picket  duty,  on  the  9th  of  December  "  with  six 
privates  in  l^o.  1,  back  of  what  was  called  General  Knyphausen's 
quarters,  Morris  House,  at  the  water's  edge,  and  not  far  from 
our  regiment's  camp,"  and  on  December  22,  records  an  unpleasant 
experience,  "  At  daybreak  this  morning,  after  leaving  the  picket 
with  my  six  men  from  ISTo.  1,  it  had  been  snowing  all  night  so 
that  one  could  not  find  any  foot  path  —  I  fell  several  times  into 
large  snow-covered  pools  of  water,  and  finally  into  what  had  been 
a  cess-pool,  but  fortunately  only  a  little  above  the  knee  of  my  left 
leg.  Both  of  my  big  toes  were  almost  frozen  in  my  linen  stock- 
ings." 

In  1781,  Washing-ton  made  a  reconnoissance  of  the  positions  on 
the  Heights,  from  the  Morrisania  side  of  the  Harlem,  and  wrote 
in  his  diary  under  date  of  July  18 :  "  On  the  Heights  opposite  the 
Morris  White  House,  there  appears  to  be  another  regiment,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  38th  British." 

The  following  month  von  Krafft  notes  that  "  the  54th  English 
Regiment  came  here  from  Paul's  Hook  and  pitched  their  camp  in 
front  of  the  38th  Regiment  near  ISTew  York,"  that  is,  nearer  than 
he  was  at  the  time.  Later  he  says  that  his  regiment,  then  at  Fort 
Washington,  "  gave  a  watch  "  with  the  38th  Regiment  as  far 
down  as  the  Fourth  mile-stone,  when  the  54th  Regiment  moved 
away. 

13 
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On  September  1,  "  the  38tli  received  unexpected  orders  to 
marcli.  Tliey  left  their  tents  standing  and  all  the  women  and 
children  and  disabled  remained  behind  as  hut  and  camp  watch." 
On  the  9th  the  mounted  Yagers  "  Took  possession  of  the  tent  camp 
at  Morris  House,"  and  on  the  14th  "  the  38th  Regiment  had  their 
tents  taken  down  and  their  baggage  sent  after  them." 

Of  this  regiment,  several  buttons  and  a  fine  belt  plate  have  been 
found  at  the  barracks  site  at  Fort  Washington,  but  none  near  the 
vicinity  of  159th  Street  where,  as  previously  stated,  few  relics 
have  been  found,  as  it  was  cut  up  and  built  over  even  earlier  than 
other  parts  of  the  Heights.  Opposite  the  residence  of  Mr.  E.  B. 
Treat, —  942  Avenue  Saint  ISTicholas  —  a  camp  fire-place  was  dis- 
turbed upon  the  widening  of  the  old  highway,  which  contained  a 
couple  of  the  double-headed  bar-shot  frequently  used  as  fire-dogs. 
When  the  old  cypress  trees  were  cut  down  which  surrounded  the 
pond  on  the  one  time  Jumel  estate,  there  was  found  below  the 
original  soil,  above  which  the  bank  of  the  pond  had  been  formed, 
with  the  debris,  broken  china,  glass,  pipe  stems  and  bottles,  and 
a  number  of  brass  pins,  as  previously  described,  and  a  single  num- 
bered military  button  of  the  57th  Regiment  or  West  Middlesex. 
ISTear  this  was  a  smaller  button  with  a  spiral  design  on  its  face, 
similar  to  those  which  were  worn  at  that  period  by  French  officers. 
The  latter  does  not,  of  course,  indicate  the  actual  presence  of  such 
a  foreign  officer  on  this  ground,  but  the  proximity  of  the  French 
Army  in  1781  renders  it  probable  that  the  button  was  secured  by 
some  person  and  brought  to  this  vicinity  after  the  French  had 
retired,  leaving  behind  them,  on  their  line  of  march  or  places  of 
bivouac,  such  souvenirs  of  their  presence. 

The  room  in  the  Mansion  which  has  been  set  aside  for  the  exhi- 
bition of  the  military  relics  of  the  locality  is  that  on  the  west  side, 
at  the  rear  of  the  main  entrance  hall,  generally  known  as  the 
Guard  Room.  Like  the  other  principal  rooms  of  the  building,  it 
has  windows  on  two  sides,  the  north  and  west  light  being  very 
well  suited  to  the  purpose  of  exhibition. 

The  room  has  doubtless  been  repaired  in  modern  times  as  the 
flooring  appears  to  be  more  recent  than  that  of  the  attic,  where  the 
chestnut  planking  is  more  than  a  foot  in  width.    In  the  south-, 
east  corner,  a  doorway  once  existed,  which  apparently  communi- 
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Gated  by  a  steep  stairway  or  ladder,  with  the  basement,  the  space 
enclosing  which  is  offset  in  walls  of  the  main  hallway.  This 
formed  a  short  cut  to  the  kitchen;  so  the  room  may  have  served 
as  a  servants'  living  room  and  would,  therefore,  have  naturally 
ansvv^ered  for  the  pm-pose  of  having  the  military  guard  in  attend- 
ance on  the  staff. 

The  wall  spaces  on  either  side  of  the  mantel  have  been  utilized 
to  mount  under  glass  part  of  the  old  French  wall  paper,  which 
was  probably  the  original  decoration  of  the  walls  of  the  large  par- 
lor, used  as  a  Council  Chamber  at  the  rear  of  the  house. 

Within  the  Guard  room  are  now  arranged  several  cases  pro- 
vided by  the  Department  of  Parks,  in  which  are  placed  most  of 
the  military  objects  which  have  been  found  around  the  Heights  in 
the  searches  to  be  later  described. 

The  collection  consists  exclusively  of  those  objects  of  a  mili- 
tary character  with  others  found  in  the  same  places,  which  have 
been  discovered  on  Washington  Heights.  The  collection  has  been 
carefully  arranged  as  a  locality  exhibit,  the  various  things  found 
in  and  near  each  military  site  being  grouped  together.  Some 
repetition  of  objects  of  a  similar  character  necessarily  results,  but 
this  fact  contributes  evidence  of  their  general  use  in  military  life 
at  that  period,  and  identifies  other  objects  as  of  similar  character. 

The  method  which  has  been  followed  in  the  display  has  been 
to  arrange  the  large  objects  in  the  lower  spaces  of  the  cases,  and 
the  smallest  objects  in  flat  frames  in  an  upper  space.  The  middle 
part  of  each  case  affords  a  flat  space  upon  which  objects  of  medium 
size  can  be  well  seen,  and  such  interesting  things  as  coins  and 
buttons,  deserving  very  close  observation,  are  set  on  glass  trays 
supported  on  inverted  wine  glasses  so  as  to  bring  them  close  to  the 
underside  of  the  glass  cover  of  the  case.  The  materials  being 
rather  unusual,  a  number  of  experiments  had  to  be  made  to  secure 
the  best  results  in  their  arrangement  and  display,  which  may  be 
of  value  to  other  collectors. 

In  fixing  the  smaller  objects  in  place,  use  has  been  made  of 
modeling  clay,  by  which  they  can  be  supported  at  any  angle  best 
suited  to  their  examination. 
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The  large  objects,  sucli  as  shot,  are  supported  by  wooden  and 
brass  curtain  rings  which  are  excellent  means  to  prevent  their 
rolling  about  if  the  case  be  moved. 

The  coloring  of  the  interior  of  these  cases  was  a  matter  of  many 
experiments,  various  tints  being  tried  with  colored  cards.  It  was 
found  that  for  such  objects,  most  of  which  are  rusty,  a  brownish 
cream  color  was  far  the  best  for  contrast  and  light,  and  the  entire 
interior  of  the  cases  was  thus  painted  in  1913,  when  the  contents 
were  re-arranged,  numbered  and  indexed. 

The  labeling  of  the  exhibits  was  no  small  task,  and  involved  a 
study  of  type  and  color,  as  well  as  proportions.  To  avoid  thei 
appearance  of  rigidity  and  tameness,  the  labels  are  not  made  of 
uniform  size,  but  all  are  hand  drawn  on  cream  colored  card,  which 
is  cut  and  sand-papered  to  a  white  beveled  edge.  They  are  sup- 
ported at  a  suitable  angle  on  wire  stands  bent  out  of  paper  clips, 
as  no  other  suitable  support  could  be  found. 

The  angle  at  which  the  card  must  stand  varies  with  position, 
those  in  the  lower  part  of  the  case  and  in  the  front  of  the  upper 
part,  being  set  at  a  flatter  angle  than  those  at  the  rear. 

Use  has  been  made  of  some  photographs  in  order  to  show  loca- 
tions of  the  finds,  and  more  should  be  done  in  this  direction,  if 
ripace  were  available. 

The  objects  have  all  been  numbered  by  placing  a  printed  num- 
ber alongside  of  each,  mounted  on  a  small  colored  card.  This  has 
been  done  with  a  view  to  the  eventual  preparation  of  a  complete 
catalogue.  At  present,  only  a  temporary  typed  catalogue  has  been 
prepared  and  is  placed  in  the  room  for  reference.  The  large  num- 
ber of  children  who  visit  the  exhibit  and  demonstrate  their  interest 
by  reading  the  labels,  show  the  value  of  the  latter  system,  rather 
than  that  of  a  catalogue.  It  has  been  strikingly  apparent  that  the 
interest  of  young  people  especially  is  aroused  by  this  exhibit,  and 
that  they  will  spend  more  time  in  its  observation  than  upon  other 
collections. 

An  increase  of  interest  in  the  locality  is  a  result,  both  with  the 
younger  and  the  older  visitors. 

Upon  the  mantel  a  case  has  been  arranged  in  which  samples  of 
glass  and  china  ware  are  displayed  to  advantage,  some  of  the  most 
complete  objects  discovered  being  placed  there  for  better  observa- 
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tion  ,  including  several  whole  liquor  bottles,  schnapps  flasks,  plates 
and  cups. 

Upon  the  hearth  of  the  fireplace  there  has  been  reconstructed 
the  rude  stone  fireplace  of  the  hut  (numbered  10)  of  the  camp  of 
the  Body  Regiment,  which  was  measured,  photographed  and 
removed  to  this  place  in  1913.  On  the  ashes  of  this  fireplace  are 
arranged  examples  of  the  crude  pot  hooks,  tongs  and  other  utensils 
made  by. the  soldiery  out  of  barrel-hoops. 

The  large  cases  are  numbered,  and  devoted  to  the  exhibition  of 
objects  from  the  following  localities : 

(1)  Fort  Washing-ton  and  vicinity  of  181st  Street. 

(2)  Fort  Tryon  and  the  Body  Guard  Camp. 

(3)  Fort  George,  and  the  201st  Street  Camp  Site. 

(4)  In  three  sections: 

A.    17th    Regiment    Camp  —  Prescott    Avenue  and 
vicinity. 

■  B.    Temporary  displays  of  recent  finds. 
C.    The  Musketeer  Camp  and  region  round  168th 
Street. 

In  the  center  of  the  room  are  two  table  cases  in  which  grouped 
objects  are  exhibited.  A  tray  contains  mutilated  lead  bullets  of 
various  kinds ;  another  the  samples  of  cut  lead  sheet,  and  another, 
leaden  pencils  of  the  camps. 

In  another  case  are  arranged  the  clay  pipe  bowls  collected  and 
loaned  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Calver,  comprising  samples  of  various  makes, 
designs,  forms,  proportions,  and  decorations  and  extending  from 
the  Elizabethan  period  to  the  end  of  the  Revolution. 

Some  grouped  exhibits  are  mounted  in  wall  frames.  One  con- 
tains objects  of  the  nature  of  cavalry  belongings  found  near  the 
old  Century  house,  at  which  buttons  of  the  17th  Light  Dragoons 
were  discovered.  Another  is  a  group  of  the  soldiers'  pot  hooks 
from  various  fireplaces,  and  another,  the  table  cutlery  of  the 
Century  house. 
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CAMP  OF  THE  MUSKETEER  REGIMENT  VOl^  DONOP 

On  the  evening  of  November  15,  1778,  just  two  years  after  tlie 
fall  of  Fort  Washington,  von  Krafft  "  arrived  at  the  camp  of  our 
regiment  at  the  Eleventh  mile-stone  below  Fort  Knyphausen."  His 
corps  was  tiie  Musketeer  regiment  von  Donop,  which,  like  other 
Hessian  regiments,  took  its  name  from  its  "  Chef  "  or  titular  Col- 
onel, who  in  this  case  was  Colonel  William  Henry  Augustus  von 
Donop. 

The  Eleventh  mile-stone,  one  of  those  which  had  been  placed 
on  the  high  road  about  nine  years  before  this  date,  stood  in  those 
days  near  the  line  of  173rd  Street  on  the  old  King's  Bridge  Road, 
which  is  now  re-named  Broadway.  The  high  road  at  this  point 
reached  the  summit  of  a  hill,  whence  Fort  Washington  was  in  view 
on  still  higher  ground  half  a  mile  to  the  north.  The  Sauthier  map 
of  1777  indicates  some  sort  of  a  building  occupied  as  quarters  by 
the  American  troops,  and  others,  on  the  west  side  of  the  high  road, 
at  about  the  line  of  169th  Street. 

On  the  military  map  of  1782,  which  is  in  much  greater  detail, 
there  is  a  considerable  enclosure  at  about  17l:th  Street  on  the 
easterly  side  of  the  high-road,  having  several  buildings  within  it, 
which  may  be  assumed  to  have  been  stables  and  barrack  huts.  This 
space  appears  to  have  been  on  the  site  of  the  present  Fort  Wash- 
ington Presbyterian  Church.  The  sloping  side  of  the  hill  towards 
the  south,  although  very  exposed  to  the  winds  from  the  west, 
formed  a  not  altogether  unfavorable  position  for  a  camp,  particu- 
larly as  there  were  several  small  springs  of  water  in  the  vicinity. 
One  of  these  is  still  to  be  seen  in  vacant  land  between  170th  and 
I7lst  Streets,  near  Fort  Washington  Avenue;  another,  which  was 
locally  known  as  "  the  Washington  Spring,"  is  now  buried  below 
the  intersection  of  168th  Street  and  Haven  Avenue,  and  still 
another  was  about  200  feet  west  of  Broadway,  on  the  line  of  167th 
Street,  which  provided  the  water  supply  of  the  Bradley  farm,  and 
overflowed  into  a  marshy  area  which  used  to  form  a  pond  in  win- 
ter, along  the  west  side  of  the  King's  Bridge  Road  between  166th 
and  169th  Streets. 
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Over  this  area  and  as  far  west  as  Haven  Avenue,  various  traces 
of  one  time  military  occupation  have  been  found.  The  troops 
which  first  occupied  the  place  were  not  the  Hessians  of  von  Donop's 
corps,  as  it  appears  from  further  references  by  von  Krafft  that 
they  were  quartered  in  huts  already  constructed.  "  Our  camp," 
he  says,  under  date  of  18th  l^ovember,  1778,  "  was  very  poor, 
because  many  of  the  huts  which  lay  around  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
among  them  mine,  got  full  of  water  whenever  it  rained." 

"  The  drinking  water  was  also  very  bad,  and  in  every  respect 
matters  were  in  such  a  state,  that  if  no  change  is  made,  diseases 
must  unavoidably  arise." 

These  complaints,  though  perhaps  partly  due  to  the  discontent 
of  the  writer  on  his  return  to  routine  duty,  were  doubtless  justified 
to  some  extent  by  the  unfavorable  conditions  of  the  camp-site, 
which  in  rainy  weather  probably  presented  several  wet  and.  boggy 
areas  such  as  those  above  referred  to,  which  existed  until  the  filling 
in  of  Broadway  and  the  construction  of  apartment  houses  on  the 
west  side. 

The  von  Donop  regiment  remained  there  until  December  1, 
1778,  possibly  because  of  the  exposed  condition  of  the  camp.  Von 
Krafft  says  that  in  November  "  Tent  coverings,  iron  pegs,  axes, 
saws  and  divers  other  articles  were  furnished  which  were  very 
serviceable  to  protect  us  against  the  cold." 

The  opening  of  lOSth  Street,  hetween  Broadway  and  Fort 
Washingion  Avenue,  followed  by  that  of  I70th  Street,  and  later, 
169th  Street,  with  the  grading  that  ensued,  disclosed  a  number  of 
evidences  of  military  occupation  of  this  area.  On  the  line  of  the 
former  street,  about  500  feet  west  of  Broadway,  there  were  found 
a  number  of  large  stones  which  had  evidently  formed  the  base  of 
some  building,  and  within  and  around  the  area  enclosed  were 
quantities  of  fragments  of  animal  bones,  which  had  been  sawn  into 
slabs,  many  being  perforated  by  a  circular  cutting  tool  fonning 
the  bone  butons,  some  of  which  have  been  found  on  nearly  every 
camp  site  on  the  Heights.  Several  pocket  clasp-knives  were  also 
found  there,  with  the  usual  pot-hooks,  nails  and  broken  bottles, 
indicative  of  the  camp  life  of  that  period. 

There  were  scattered  pits  that  had  been  dug  in  the  sandy  soil, 
in  which  fires  had  burned,  but  no  numbered  buttons  were  discov- 
ered.   Workmen  reported  finding  a  belt-plate,  and  stated  that  it 
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was  marked  "  H.  J."  which  may  have  been  the  initials  of  the  Hes- 
sian Jagers,  but  the  object  was  taken  away  by  a  teamster  and  no 
opportunity  for  its  examination  was  afforded. 

While  the  grading  of  the  present  ball  grounds  was  proceeding, 
no  opportunity  could  be  found  to  follow  up  the  material  so  hastily 
disturbed,  and  only  a  few  objects  were  preserved  by  the  workmen. 
Those  secured  included  a  few  bullets  and  fragments  of  an  exploded 
shell.  A  couple  of  cannon  balls  and  a  good  sample  of  a  bayonet 
fell  into  the  possession  of  a  local  saloon  keeper  and  were  exhibited 
for  a  time  in  a  window  in  Amsterdam  Avenue  but  are  now 
removed. 

On  the  sloping  bank  facing  Broadway  just  south  of  169th 
Street,  we  found  large  stones  which  had  formed  the  fireplaces  of 
a  row  of  huts,  with  much  ash  and  charcoal,  but  little  in  the  way 
of  other  objects.  Above  these  fireplaces  on  the  side  of  the  mound 
was  the  buried  skeleton  of  a  horse.  A  similar  find  was  made 
behind  Hessian  huts  at  Thayer  Street. 

Further  south,  on  the  line  of  167th  Street,  there  used  to  be  a 
line  of  boulders  set  in  the  bank  extending  about  100  feet  parallel 
with  Broadway  which  may  have  formed  the  base  or  backing  of  a 
similar  line  of  buildings. 

West  of  Fort  Washington  Avenue,  on  the  grounds  of  the  one- 
time Lespinasse  residence  or  "  French  Academy,"  at  I7lst  Street, 
to  Haven  Avenue,  were  found  several  fire-places,  and  some  indica- 
tions of  a  small  angular  earthwork  or  redoubt.  In  one  fire  pit, 
with  the  inevitable  pot  hooks,  was  the  greater  part  of  a  square  black 
glass  schnapps  flask,  some  broken  china  and  glass,  and  a  pai't  of 
a  bayonet. 

Over  much  of  the  area,  occasbnal  finds  have  been  made  of  bul- 
lets and  other  small  objects.  The  general  character  of  these  dis- 
coveries seems  to  fit  in  well  with  the  description  of  the  camp  by 
von  Krafft.  The  location  of  the  huts  close  to  the  bog,  the  scattered 
fire  pits,  and  the  scanty  material  left  indicate  comparatively  lim- 
ited occupation.  The  only  button  found  was  of  plain  form  and 
was  probably  Hessian.  A  Saxon  coin  of  the  value  of  12  Heller 
of  the  year  1757  was  found  by  a  workman  somewhere  in  the  vicin- 
ity. This  was  spoiled  in  appearance  by  being  carried  around  with 
other  coins  in  the  finder's  pocket,  and  was  finally  given  away  by 
him  to  a  chance  acquaintance. 
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VIII 

THE  VAI^  OBLIENIS  FAEM 

The  opening  of  iTGth  Street  across  vacant  property,  between 
Broadway  and  Port  Washington  Avenue  brought  to  light  evi- 
dences of  the  one-time  dwelling  of  the  Van  Oblienis  family,  pioneer 
settlers  of  the  Heights.  The  discovery  became  of  special  interest, 
because  of  the  prominence  of  that  family  in  the  affairs  of  the 
township  of  New  Haerlem  in  its  early  days,  and  because  the 
Oblienis  farm  was  a  direct  successor  of  the  aboriginal  cultivation 
of  the  same  area,  known  to  the  settlers  as  the  "  Indian  field." 

Joost  van  Oblienis,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  New  Haerlem, 
after  frequent  and  long  continued  service  in  its  various  offices, 
was  at  one  time  the  most  important  personage  in  the  township,  in 
which  his  advice  was  sought  on  all  matters  of  public  interest. 

When  the  decision  was  reached,  in  1691,  to  allot  among  the 
freeholders  the  common  lands  of  Jochem  Pieters  hills,  now  Wash- 
ington Heights,  and  the  Round  Meadow,  now  the  Dyckman  tract, 
one  of  the  first  allotments  made  was  that  in  favor  of  van  Oblienis, 
being  number  19,  comprising  22%  Dutch  acres,  "  upon  the  south 
end  of  the  Hill,"  which  eminence  later  became  known  as  Mount 
Washington.  This,  the  northerly  boundary  of  this  tract,  was  the 
present  181st  Street,  and  the  further  acquisitions  of  the  family 
brought  its  southerly  line  to  170th  Street,  where  it  extended  from 
the  Post  road  to  the  Hudson.  Within  this  area  there  had  existed, 
long  prior  to  these  divisions,  the  "  Great  Maize  land  "  or  planting 
ground  of  the  local  Indians,  which  had  been  temporarily  occupied 
on  a  dubious  sort  of  town  lease  by  Jan  Kiersen  and  his  father- 
in-law.  Captain  van  Dalsen,  on  an  agreement  to  "  be  allowed  to 
make  an  orchard,"  and  for  rental  to  give  a  fat  capon  yearly,  and 
"  a  fourth  part  of  two  hundred  guilders  in  good  wheat,  rye,  peas  or 
barley,  to  be  given  to  God  the  Lord." 

Upon  this  allotment,  which  thus  included  the  land  already  ren- 
dered cultivable  by  the  labors  of  the  Weck-quas-keeks,  Hendrick, 
the  son  of  Joost,  took  up  his  abode,  and  at  the  time  of  the  death 
of  the  latter,  in  the  year  1706,  had  already  erected  a  dwelling,  the 
remains  of  which  and  the  evidences  of  its  long  time  occupation 
have  recently  come  to  light. 
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The  precise  position  of  this  building  had  been  for  a  number  of 
years,  a  subject  of  discussion  by  those  interested  in  local  history, 
because  no  signs  of  such  a  dwelling  could  be  traced  on  the  surface 
of  the  grassy  upland,  where  it  has  since  been  found,  in  spite  of 
the  very  definite  assertion  made  by  the  historian,  James  Eiker,  in 
his  "  History  of  Harlem,"  that  the  dwelling  stood  "  at  the  inter- 
section of  12th  Avenue  and  176th  Street,  on  the  tract  since 
Arden's.  It  was  thought,  by  a  study  of  the  title  to  the  Haven 
properties  forming  the  north  part  of  the  old  Oblienis  tract,  that 
the  "  messuage,"  which  was  sold  with  100  acres  of  the  property 
in  1769,  might  have  been  the  old  farm  dwelling,  and  if  so,  it 
would  have  occupied  a  site  near  that  of  the  old  Perkins  home  on 
the  knoll  at  I79th  Street,  west  of  Broadway,  around  which  were 
found  traces  of  Revolutionary  fireplaces  and  huts. 

The  position  of  this  residence  was  upon  that  part  of  the  Oblienis 
farm  conveyed  in  1769  to  Blazius  Moore,  who  resided  thereon 
after  the  war,  and  therefore  probably  built  his  home  on  this  site. 
The  building  walls  were  of  unusually  massive  construction  and  of 
materials  which  were  of  the  age  or  character  of  Colonial  times. 
Its  interior  was  closely  examined  when  it  was  razed  in  1908. 

While  its  shell  was  probably  much  older,  its  interior  structural 
details  were  of  comparatively  recent  date,  and  so  renewed  efforts 
were  made  to  locate  the  old  home  of  the  Dutch  colonist.  Permis- 
sion was  obtained  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Edwin  Corning  Clark, 
to  make  explorations  over  the  area  of  the  property  at  176th  Street, 
and  in  1911  and  1912,  various  trial  holes  were  sunk  which  resulted 
in  exposing  some  remains  of  modem  green-houses  on  the  southerly 
portion  of  the  property,  which  has  since  been  loaned  by  Mrs. 
Potter  to  the  City  for  a  children's  playground. 

If  those  examinations  had  been  made  a  little  further  to  the 
north,  they  would  very  likely  have  located  the  old  house  materials 
lying  below  the  sods  at  that  time.  But  the  ground  was  hard,  and 
the  steel  probe  would  not  give  good  indications,  and  as  other  places 
were  demanding  attention,  it  was  not  until  the  cut  was  made  for 
17 6th  Street,  across  the  field  from  Broadway  to  Fort  Washington 
Avenue,  that  the  site  of  the  house  was  exposed.  The  work  was 
done  with  such  haste  that  the  workmen  tore  away  most  of  the  stones 
forming  the  foundations  before  any  measurements  could  be  made. 
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The  line  of  this  foundation  on  the  south  front  of  the  building  was, 
however,  pretty  well  defined,  and  it  located  the  house  within  20 
yards  of  the  spot  indicated  by  Eiker. 

The  property  was  occupied  by  Hendrick  and  his  wife  Jannetje 
Tibout,  until  1745,  when  their  son,  Johannes  Oblienis,  Constable 
of  jSTew  Harlem  in  1736,  succeeded  to  the  estate.  In  May,  1769, 
before  the  approach  of  the  troubles  of  the  Revolution,  he  sold  one 
hundred  acres,  the  northerly  portion,  to  Blazius  Moore,  tobacco 
merchant  of  New  York,  and  conveyed  the  lower  half  of  the  farm 
to  his  own  son,  Hendrick,  removing  then  with  his  family  to  the 
Manor  of  Cortlandt,  where  he  died  in  1775.  In  this  and  other 
parts  of  the  State,  descendants  of  the  family  are  still  to  be  found. 

At  the  time  when  the  tide  of  warfare  invaded  the  Heights,  Hen- 
drick was  living  in  the  old  farmhouse  with  his  wife,  Maria  Devoe, 
and  his  son  John  and  daughter  Helen.  At  some  time  during  that 
troublous  period,  the  record  of  which  is  not  available,  the  farm  and 
dwelling  passed  to  Jacob  Arden,  who  acquired  several  pieces  of 
property  on  the  Heights  about  that  time,  and  Hendrick  probably 
joined  his  parents  in  their  home  up  State. 

Jacob  Arden  was  a  butcher,  brother  of  James  Arden,  who  was  a 
tallow  chandler,  both  being  in  business  in  New  York  City.  Jacob 
removed  during  the  war  to  Kakeat  in  Rockland  County,  where 
Peter  Oblienis,  the  brother  of  Johannes,  was  already  settled. 
There  he  made  his  will  in  1778  and  died  in  1781,  leaving  a  widow 
Catherine,  a  son  Jacob,  and  three  daughters.  Jacob  Arden, 
butcher  of  New  York,  probably  the  son  of  the  above,  and  successor 
in  his  bitsiness,  died  1798,  leaving  a  widow  Anne. 

Several  members  of  the  Oblienis  family  took  active  part  in  the 
war  in  the  service  of  their  country,  and  thus  evidenced  their 
patriotic  character. 

The  old  house  thus  vacated  was  doubtless  utilized  by  the  officers 
of  the  armies  on  the  Heights,  a  fact  of  which  plentiful  evidences 
were  found  during  the  exploration  of  the  site.  It  is  probable  also 
that  the  house  was  left  by  the  soldiery  in  a  more  or  less  dilapidated 
condition,  even  if  it  did  not  become  wholly  ruined,  or  share  the 
fate  of  the  Dyckman  home  by  fire.  Around  the  summit  of  the 
knoll  which  it  occupied  were  quantities  of  broken  red  bricks,  such 
as  would  have  formed  a  chimney,  though  not  enough  to  indicate 
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that  the  building  had  been  wholly  constructed  of  such  materials. 
It  was  probably  of  heavy  frame  construction  on  the  stone  founda- 
tion, having  the  brick  chimney  extending  out  from  the  east  end 
of  the  building,  as  was  the  case  with  the  Dyckman  and  other  farm 
houses  in  this  locality.  Below  the  house  on  the  south-east  is  the 
curb  of  a  well  constructed  of  stone,  and  filled  to  the  surface  with 
recently  deposited  rubbish  from  a  nearby  cottage  on  the  Clark 
estate. 

A  study  of  the  British  headquarters  map  of  178 a  indicates  the 
existence  of  several  buildings  between  the  site  of  the  Oblienis 
dwelling  and  the  high  road,  which  is  at  this  point  now  buried 
under  Broadway. 

This  led  to  a  search  which  at  various  points  was  rewarded  by 
the  disclosure  of  scattered  debris  below  the  grass.  At  one  point 
there  were  indications  of  a  fireplace  constructed  of  stone,  which 
may  have  been  the  remains  of  a  hut,  which  was  probably  of  the 
character  of  the  buildings  shown  on  the  map  of  1782. 

Experience  gained  at  other  old  dwellings  soon  located  the  de- 
posits of  household  rubbish  near  the  house  site.  A  small  pit  at 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  house,  conveniently  near  the  porch,  had 
been  used  to  deposit  a  surprising  quantity  of  broken  china  and 
earthenware.  As  fragment  after  fragment  of  similar  character 
came  to  hand,  all  or  nearly  all  the  portions  of  several  utensils  were 
secured.  Among  those  which  were  complete  and  were  entirely 
restored  were  a  pie  plate  of  glazed  earthenware,  countless  frag- 
ments of  which  have  been  found  elsewhere,  but  never  sufficient  to 
make  a  complete  plate;  a  fine  hand-painted  plate;  nearly  all  of  a 
hand  decorated  saucer  and  tea  cup  of  English  Delft-ware;  and  a 
green-edged  Leeds  cream-ware  plate.  Several  articles  of  black 
glazed  earthenware,  including  an  egg  cup,  were  found,  with  en- 
graved and  cut  glass  objects,  indicating  some  refinement  in  the 
table  furnishing  of  the  family.    (See  plate  31.) 

Above  these  peaceful  remains  were  distinctly  military  objects, 
such  as  an  iron  grape  shot  and  a  leaden  bullet,  which  afforded  a 
clue  to  the  military  occupation  of  the  place. 

At  the  rear  of  the  site  the  principal  rubbish  deposit  of  the 
house  was  found,  where  a  tangle  of  coarse  weeds  grew  in  the 
enriched  soil.    A  mass  of  household  rubbish  and  ashes  was  found 
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at  a  depth  of  from  a  foot  to  two  feet  below,  the  upper  layers  of 
which  soon  proved  to  be  of  military  character.  These  included 
nearly  two  dozen  of  pike-butt  points,  which  have  been  found  on 
every  soldiers'  camp,  and  several  of  the  little  rectangular  iron 
plates  perforated  with  a  keyed  opening,  the  use  of  which  is  not 
known.  Two  large  square  sockets  having  a  handle  on  a  chain, 
were  found,  of  which  another  specimen  was  taken  out  of  the  bar- 
rack site  on  Bennett  Avenue.  These  were  followed  by  more  deter- 
minate evidence  in  the  shape  of  a  pewter  biitton  of  the  American 
Continental  army,  and  a  silver  button  of  the  54:th  British  foot 
regiment.  The  latter  corps  was  that  in  which  Major  Andre  held 
his  commission,  and  which  was,  according  to  von  Krafft,  encamped 
upon  the  Heights  in  August,  1781.  "  The  54th  English  Regi- 
ment came  here,"  he  writes,  "  from  Paul's  hook,  and  pitched  their 
camp  in  front  of  the  38th  Regiment  near  JSTew  York." 

The  pit  containing  the  rubbish  descended  to  about  three  feet 
depth  at  the  lowest  point,  and  eventually  extended  to  ten  or  more 
feet  diameter.  It  contained,  besides  the  military  objects,  quantities 
of  bones,  shells,  large  and  small  forged  nails,  spikes,  hinges,  pad- 
locks, broken  bottles  and  scraps  of  earthenware,  and  a  few  house- 
hold articles  such  as  knives  and  forks,  evidencing  the  usual  house- 
bold  waste.  Masses  of  red  Colonial  brick  lay  at  the  end  of  the 
pit  nearest  the  dwelling. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  great  cherry  trees  was  made ;  one 
of  these  was  between  10  and  11  feet  in  circumference,  and  though 
perhaps  successors  of  the  orchard  of  Kiersen  and  van  Dalsen,  they 
were  all  less  than  a  hundred  years  of  age,  and  probably  were 
planted  along  the  course  of  a  driveway  that  led  from  the  old 
high  road  to  the  farmhouse. 

Connected  as  it  is  with  the  history  of  the  leading  family  of  the 
little  old  township,  and  occupying  land  the  history  and  use  of 
which  extends  back  beyond  the  advent  of  the  white  man,  it  may  be 
regarded  as  a  very  fortunate  occurrence  that  it  was  possible  to 
secure  so  much  evidence,  identifying  for  future  record  the  site  of 
the  home  of  the  old  Dutch  family  of  van  Oblienis. 

After  the  sale  of  the  northerly  part  of  the  Oblienis  farm  in 
1769,  the  property  passed  from  Blazius  Moore  through  several 
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hands  to  the  late  Hosea  B.  Perkins.  His  residence  was  a  two- 
story  stone  building  with  two  large  square  wings  and  standing 
surrounded  by  beautiful  lawns  and  shade  trees,  facing  Broadway 
at  179th  Street.  Its  grounds  extended  to  Fort  Washington  Ave- 
nue from  178th  to  180th  Street. 

While  the  work  of  grading  away  the  grounds  around  the  dwell- 
ing was  being  hastily  carried  out,  some  sigTiificant  traces  of  the 
past  use  of  the  place  by  the  military  came  to  light.  Two  small 
bar-shot  were  found  on  a  fireplace  near  Broadway,  which  had 
evidently  been  used  in  the  fireplace  of  one  of  the  huts,  of  which 
there  were  traces  at  several  points  along  the  road.  J^ortheast  of 
the  house,  on  the  edge  of  the  elevated  terrace  which  extended 
across  its  front,  there  was  a  pit  in  which  were  very  many  frag- 
ments of  old  bottles,  a  ease  bottle  or  flask,  some  china  ware,  pottery, 
a  shoe-buckle,  and  old  unmarked  clay  pipes.  Southeast  of  the 
house,  about  the  same  level,  was  a  bricked  hearth  with  ashes,  in 
which  a  musket  bullet  was  found.  Further  to  the  northeast  was 
another  "  dump,"  with  large  oyster  shells  and  much  charcoal,  and 
in  this  was  found  a  very  large  clumsy  iron  lock  operated  with  a 
screw. 

This  curious  screw-lock  consists  of  an  iron  box  or  frame  about 
three  inches  deep  and  ten  inches  square.  Through  the  center  there 
passes  the  bolt,  which  is  secured  to  a  screw,  set  parallel  and  pro- 
vided with  a  hand-wheel  or  nut,  by  which  it  can  be  turned.  There 
has  evidently  been  a  worm-wheel  or  screw  lever,  which  has  been 
pivoted  on  the  bolt,  but  was  not  found  with  it.  There  is  a  guide 
or  trough  on  the  inside  of  the  bolt  plate.  The  method  of  opera- 
tion is  not  quite  clear,  but  it  is  ingenious  and  in  its  construction  is 
an  excellent  piece  of  smith's  workmanship. 

This  was  found  near  the  three  old  underground  vaults  which 
were  uncovered  under  the  terrace  of  the  old  mansion,  and  may 
have  belonged  to  one  of  their  doors.  Close  to  Broadway  the  re- 
mains of  a  building  were  found,  which  consisted  of  rough  stones, 
with  a  brick  hearth,  on  and  around  which  were  broken  bottles, 
china,  wine-glasses  and  pipes.  One  of  the  bottle-necks  bore  traces 
of  wire  which  had  secured  the  cork.  ISTear  the  rear  of  the  house 
was  buried  an  old  bill-hook  and  a  spade  of  the  old  narrow  form 
of  Colonial  times. 
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The  haste  with  which  the  clearance  of  the  soil  and  rock  was 
made  precluded  any  careful  excavation,  or  even  any  opportunity 
of  watching  the  process,  as  practically  every  part  of  the  surface 
soil  of  this  large  area  was  cleared  away  within  a  period  of  two 
weeks,  and  at  a  season  of  the  year  unsuited  to  outdoor  exploration. 
The  soil  was  carried  away  and  used  to  fill  in  West  173rd  Street, 
between  Broadway  and  Fort  Washington  Avenue,  where,  no  doubt, 
some  of  the  materials  lost  to  sight  in  the  process  of  clearing  the 
site  may  some  day  be  tumed  up.  The  huts  along  the  west  side 
of  the  King's  Bridge  road  in  the  Revolution  probably  extended 
from  the  Oblienis  farm  to  this  point  and  in  view  of  their  con- 
venient proximity  to  the  Blue  Bell  tavern  and  to  the  Garrison 
Barracks,  it  seems  possible  that  such  huts  would  be  those  occupied 
by  officers.  Reference  to  huts  near  the  Blue  Bell  was  made  by 
Washing-ton,  who  saw  them  during  his  reconnoissance  in  1781, 
from  Spuyten  Duyvil  hill  top,  but  thought  they  looked  more  like 
stables  than  quarters. 

Directly  in  the  rear  of  this  property,  across  Fort  Washington 
Avenue,  an  excavation  for  the  Chelsea  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  brought  to  light  other  evidences  of  military  life.  The 
site,  at  the  north-west  corner  of  17  8th  Street,  was  cleared  in 
1909,  in  great  haste,  and  a  number  of  fireplaces  were  disturbed 
around  rocks,  about  one  hundred  feet  from  the  Avenue,  from 
which  Mr.  John  Brown,  the  contractor,  rescued  a  bayonet  and 
seven  of  the  largest  size  of  double-headed  bar-shot,  weighing 
upwards  of  twenty-five  pounds  apiece.  Others  were  disposed  of 
by  the  workmen  to  a  junkman  at  10  cents  apiece.  Hb  also  secured 
the  blade  of  a  lance,  which  he  presented,  with  two  of  the  shot, 
to  the  collection  at  the  Headquarters  House  and  one  to  the  City 
College.  In  clearing  out  one  fire-pit,  there  were  afterwards  found 
an  iron  canteen  of  the  type  used  by  Hessian  soldiers,  and  a  large 
brass  buckle,  both  lying  in  the  ashes  of  the  fire  pit. 

Part  of  the  garrison  was  probably  camped  out  on  this  spot,  and 
upon  hastily  vacating  their  qiiarters,  left  behind  them  such  heavy 
impediments  as  thase  weighty  shot,  evidently  used  as  fire-dogs  on 
the  hearths,  as  shown  by  the  envelope  of  wood  ashes  in  which  they 
were  encased. 
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When  Fort  Washington  Avenue  was  opened  years  ago  through 
the  rear  of  the  grounds  of  the  Perkins  residence,  a  fine  bayonet 
was  found,  which  is  preserved  by  Mr.  Robert  Perkins.  The 
excavators  also  disturbed  what  they  reported  to  be  a  brick-lined 
grave,  said  to  have  contained  human  remains,  supposed  to  be 
those  of  a  British  officer,  but  no  details  of  any  objects  accompany- 
ing the  discovery  were  recorded. 
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FORT  WASHINGTOii  OR  FORT  KNYPHAUSEN 

The  defence  of  so  important  a  fortification  as  Fort  Washington 
involved  the  quartering  of  a  force  within  the  citadel.  The  British 
map  of  1777  indicates  that  there  were  four  buildings  within  the 
bastions  of  the  fort.  Judging  from  experience  in  excavating  other 
forts,  such"  as  umber  Four  at  King's  Bridge,  it  would  seem  that 
these  would  probably  have  been  guard-houses  in  which  a  number 
of  men  would  be  housed  when  off  duty,  with  some  sort  of  separate 
rooms  or  space  for  the  officers  in  charge.  As  we  know  of  no  water 
supply  within  the  fort,  and  as  the  position  was  very  exposed  to 
heat  in  summer  and  to  cold  winds  in  winter,  the  life  inside  the 
fort  may  well  have  been  unpleasant  as  von  Krafft  states  he  at  one 
time  found  it  to  be. 

A  British  military  map  of  1782,  in  greater  detail,  also  shows 
four  buildings  inside  the  fort,  the  main  entrance  to  which  is 
indicated  on  the  south  side  in  the  centre.  ISTo  traces  of  these 
buildings  have  been  found,  nor  have  sundry  excavations  at 
various  points  throughout  the  interior  space  yielded  any  results 
in  the  form  of  relics  of  past  occupancy,  save  that  the  soil  appeared 
to  be  more  or  less  mixed  with  broken  brick.  This  disappointing 
result  has  been  due  probably  to  the  extensive  re-grading  in  past 
times  within  the  fort,  by  which  the  remains  of  the  buildings  were 
either  removed  or  buried  very  deeply. 

The  outlines  of  the  earthworks,  which  must  have  been  quite 
extensive,  are  now  only  faintly  visible  on  the  north  side,  and 
cannot  be  traced  on  the  south.  The  western  bastions  are  well 
preserved  but  those  at  the  east  side  have  entirely  disappeared. 
The  monument  erected  by  Mr.  James  Gordon  Bennett  occupies 
the  center  of  the  northeast  bastion. 

When  the  rock  at  this  point  was  being  cleared  for  the  monu- 
ment, a  penny  of  King  George  III  was  found  by  John  Crowley, 
just  below  the  sod.  It  seems  probable,  therefore,  that  the  interior 
of  the  fort  has  been  leveled  over  with  the  material  from  the  ram- 
parts, and  that  any  debris  which  exists  may  be  below  a  consider- 
able depth  of  soil.    In  1910,  a  number  of  attempts  were  made  to 
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locate  traces  of  buildings  by  measuring  off  space  at  regular  inter- 
vals and  digging  short  holes.  There  is  an  old  cellar  and  fire-place 
almost  in  the  center  of  the  fort,  but  its  construction  appears  to  be 
more  modern  than  the  Revolutionary  period.  There  is  a  well  or 
rain  water  tank  sunk  in  the  rock  which  formed  the  north  or  center 
bastion  of  the  fort,  and  which  seems  to  be  about  twenty  feet  deep. 
Graydon,  in  his  Memoirs,  speaks  very  slightingly  of  the  Fort  and 
refers  in  particular  to  the  lack  of  water  as  a  large  error  on  the  part 
of  the  designers.  It  seems  most  probable  that  some  such  provision 
must  have  been  made  for  the  occupants  of  the  fort,  yet  there  is 
nothing  about  it  that  proclaims  its  antiquity  except  its  rude  shape. 
The  remains  of  short  shot  holes  used  in  blasting  are  more  modern. 

The  history  of  the  occupation  of  the  Fort,  after  its  capture,  is 
scanty.  We  know  that  its  charge  was  at  first  committed  to  the 
grenadier  battalion  of  von  Koehler,  which  corps  imder  Rahl's 
personal  direction  had  overcome  the  resistance  of  the  American 
force  at  Fort  Tryon,  and  thus  practically  brought  about  the  sur- 
render of  Fort  Washington.  After  the  event,  it  was  officially 
re-named  Fort  Knyphausen,  in  honor  of  the  Hessian  General 
who  had  demanded  and  had  received  its  surrender. 

The  first  reference  to  its  occupation  thereafter  is  by  von  Kra.fft, . 
from  whom  we  learn  that  the  Trumbach  Regiment  was  ordered 
into  the  barracks  within  the  fort  in  ISTovember,  1778 ;  and  he 
adds  that  "  the  workmen  on  the  barracks  "  had  not  completed 
their  work,  and  thus  delayed  the  arrival  of  the  regiment.  Prob- 
ably the  work  consisted  of  enlargement  or  rebuilding  of  the 
accommodation,  so  as  to  receive  a  whole  regiment  inside  the  fort. 

In  August,  1779,  the  powder  magazine  in  the  fort  was  torn 
down  and  the  woodwork  used  in  constructing  additional  defenses 
at  Fort  Tryon. 

August  25,  1779,  the  57th  English  Musketeers  Regiment  left 
the  barracks  to  go  to  ISTew  York  and  their  place  was  taken  by  two 
companies  of  the  Prinz  Carl  Regiment.  The  57th,  in  March, 
1781,  returned  there  and  were  accompanied  by  the  "  Composi- 
tion "  battalion  of  returned  prisoners  of  Knyphausen's  and 
Lossberg's  regiments  and  some  men  of  the  Trumbach  or  von  Bose. 

In  July,  1781,  von  Krafl^t  himself,  with  his  company  of  the 
von  Donop  Regiment,  was  ordered  into  the  Fort,  and  was 
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quartered  "  in  touts  ou  tlie  right  side,"  because  an  attack  by  the 
Rebels  was  expected.  He  tells  us  that  "  it  was  an  execrable  life 
there  in  the  fort." 

In  August,  1781,  von  Krafft  says: 

"  In  the  tents  in  the  Fort,  we,  the  two  named  companies,  had 
much  to  put  up  with ;  we  were  almost  burnt  up  by  the  sun  and 
almost  swimming  in  the  rain." 

Among  the  few  objects  found  in  the  past  within  the  Fort,  and 
secured  from  those  who  have  scattered  them,  were  a  large  key, 
a  ramrod,  and  a  pair  of  old  scissors. 

The  exterior  part  of  the  Fort  consisted  of  earthworks,  extending 
completely  aroiiud  the  central  fortification  or  citadel.  Within 
this  area  the  excavation  for  Fort  Washington  Avenue  brought  to 
sight  a  number  of  objects  of  military  character.  Several  speci- 
mens of  heavy  missiles  were  discovered,  and  a  double  head  bar- 
shot  about  sixteen  pounds  in  weight.  That  the  garrison  from  time 
to  time  camped  out  beyond  the  ramparts  along  the  glacis  and  on 
the  breastworks  extending  south  of  the  fort,  is  evident  from  fire- 
places discovered  in  various  places  as  far  south  as  178th  Street. 

On  the  northeast  corner  of  181st  Street  and  Fort  Washington 
Avenue,  just  beyond  the  line  of  earthworks,  hut  on  the  glacis, 
there  was  found  a  human  skeleton,  only  part  of  which  was  pre- 
served. The  skull  was  for  some  time  in  the  possession  of  William 
Ilerlihy,  a  local  contractor  and  saloon  keeper,  from  whom  the 
writer  secured  a  frag-mentary  portion,  together  with  a  number 
of  shot  and  other  objects  found  near  the  same  place.  These 
included  a  pike  or  "  Spontoon  "  blade  of  crude  form  and  some 
British  coins.  The  sewering  of  Fort  Washington  Avenue,  just 
south  of  181st  Street,  at  a  later  date  disturbed  a  number  of  human 
remains,  which  the  contractor  Green  stated  were  at  least  forty- 
five  in  number.  The  location  was  traditionally  that  of  the 
"  Garrison  burying  ground,"  and  of  the  remains,  one  skull  was 
secured.  Inspector  Cortright  stated  that  some  of  these  or  similar 
remains  had  pre\'iously  been  disturbed  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  Avenue  itself,  and  that  he  had  secured  a  large 
brass  button  from  one  burial  and  also  a  bullet  taken  out  of  the 
skull  of  another. 
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In  1910,  an  excavation  was  made  on  the  north  side  of  181st 
Street  for  the  construction  of  the  Reformed  (Dutch)  Church, 
which  cut  deeply  into  the  hillside,  extending  into  the  line  of  the 
breastworks.  A  search  along  the  cut  disclosed  a  few  indications  of 
military  character,  a  gun-flint,  a  bullet  or  so,  and  then  led  to  a 
fire  pit  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Church  in  which  were 
found  buttons  of  the  38th  Foot,  and  one  of  a  private  soldier  of 
the  82nd  Scotch  Regiment.  This  was  one  of  the  corps  raised  by 
the  special  efforts  of  the  Scottish  nobility  for  service  in  America, 
and  was  kno^vn  as  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's  regiment.  It  is  inter- 
esting to  note  that  no  more  than  a  single  company  was  in  ISTew 
York  at  any  time.  Von  Krafft  records,  March  6,  1780,  that  the 
82nd  with  other  corps  went  from  ISTew  York  to  Long  Island,  and 
he  again  refers  to  the  presence  of  the  82nd  on  the  heights  in 
August,  1783. 

In  May,  1913,  an  exploration  was  undertaken  of  the  interior 
space  in  the  outer  earthworks  of  Fort  Washington,  as  it  had  been 
noted  that  trees  which  once  lined  the  old  Bennett  lane,  between 
181st  Street  and  Fort  Washington  Avenue,  were  being  cut  down 
and,  therefore,  grading  operations  for  the  opening  of  Magaw 
Street  might  soon  be  anticipated. 

It  was  found  that  the  surface  had  been  disturbed  in  several 
places,  the  turf  being  removed,  offering  an  opportunity  of  exam- 
ining the  soil  which  had  never  before  been  available.  The  steel 
sounding  rod  was  used  freely,  and  at  a  point  about  forty  feet  east 
of  Fort  Washing-ton  Avenue  and  about  forty  feet  north  of  the 
Bennett  boundary  fence,  a  place  was  struck  which  gave  an  even 
resistance  to  penetration,  indicating  a  level  surface  about  a  foot 
and  a  half  to  two  feet  below  the  sods.  A  small  hole  was  dug  and 
disclosed  some  old  red  bricks  lying  flat  and  close  together  at  this 
depth,  v/hich  at  once  indicated  the  existence  of  a  floor,  and  some 
active  work  soon  uncovered  a  brick-laid  space  extending  west  and 
north,  floored  evenly  with  old-style  red  and  blue  bricks,  mostly  in 
halves,  or  "  bats,"  a  fair  indication  of  a  revolutionary  hut,  but  of 
superior  character. 

The  location  was  admirably  suited  for  an  officer's  quarters  as 
it  was  sheltered  by  the  ramparts  of  the  fortification  on  level  ground 
within  the  outer  breastwork.    It  lay  about  in  line  with  the  south 
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front  of  the  fort,  and  oveiiooked  a  wide  expanse  of  landscape, 
embracing  Fort  George,  Fort  Number  Eight,  and  a  broad  sweep 
over  Westchester  County,  miles  beyond  the  present  City  line. 

Only  a  short  distance  along  this  floor,  old  ironwork  was  found 
consisting  of  barrel  hoops,  old  hinges,  spikes,  and  a  narrow  shovel. 
Broken  pipes,  one  of  unmistalvably  Colonial  style,  and  some  scraps 
of  china  were  also  discovered,  and  the  back  of  a  button,  similar 
in  manufacture  to  officers'  buttons  of  the  Revolutionary  period. 
Following  the  brick  floor,  it  was  fomid  to  extend  about  nine  or 
ten  feet  across ;  and  after  reaching  its  westerly  limit,  it  was  con- 
cluded that,  if  a  fireplace  existed,  it  would  be  to  the  north,  and 
efforts  in  that  direction  were  soon  rewarded  by  finding  large  stones 
which  formed  a  well-made  fireplace,  the  hearth  being  carefully 
laid  in  half-bricks,  with  a  rather  limited  amoimt  of  ashes  on  the 
surface,  but  with  the  customary  presence  of  nails  and  spikes  and 
charcoal.  On  the  west  side  of  the  little  space  two  large  bar-shot 
were  uncovered,  which  lay  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  one  in 
its  original  position,  as  a  fire  dog,  on  the  hearth,  the  other  lying 
outside.  The  bricks  of  the  hearth  were  grooved  across,  where  the 
edges  of  the  shot  had  worn  them.  This  gave  a  clear  decision  as 
to  the  character  of  the  place,  and  some  good  photographs  were 
secured.  The  shot  weighed  fully  fifty  pounds  apiece,  each  being 
more  than  two  feet  in  length.  Some  boy  visitors  volunteered  to 
procure  paper  and  string,  and  at  the  same  time  some  much-needed 
ginger  ale  and,  with  their  help,  the  shot  were  "  packed  "  over  to 
the  Broadway  street-car  lino  and  taken  to  the  Headquarters  House. 

The  discovery  opened  up  new  possibilities  as  regards  further 
finds  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Fort,  and  indicated  that  the 
officers  of  the  garrison  had  found  the  interior  of  the  fortifications 
itself  too  confined  for  comfort,  as  indeed  is  evident  from  von 
Krafft's  remarks.  The  following  Sunday  the  work  of  clearing  out 
the  hut  site  was  continued,  with  the  aid  of  several  friends,  Leslie 
Spier,  Walter  ISTeumuller,  and  John  Ward  Dunsmore,  the  his- 
torical artist;  the  latter  taking  photographs  of  the  cleared  space. 
Little  more  was  found  on  the  floor  save  an  iron  gTape  shot,  a 
bullet,  and  part  of  a  brass  brooch  or  pin. 

While  the  work  was  in  active  progress,  a  couple  of  moving 
picture  photographers  appeared  and  asked  to  be  permitted  to  cap- 
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ture  a  scene,  to  be  used  in  a  series  of  historical  pictures,  arranged 
by  the  City  History  Club,  which  was  designed  to  include  scenes 
from  the  historical  sites  on  Washing-ton  Heights.  The  party  was, 
therefore,  "  placed  "  and  the  various  processes  put  in  motion  of 
digging,  sounding,  cleaning  the  floor  and  sifting  the  debris,  with 
a  boy  engaged  in  pouring  out  sarsaparilla  in  a  cup,  and  a  baby 
and  its  parents  as  eye-witnesses,  and  also  the  inevitable  dog,  which 
appears  on  all  such  occasions. 

The  floor  of  the  hut  was  carefully  cleaned  and  measured,  and 
was  found  to  cover  a  space  in  front  of  the  fireplace  twelve  feet 
in  width  and  extending  back  nine  feet  to  the  south.  The  south- 
west corner,  for  a  space  of  about  six  feet  by  four  feet,  was  unpaved, 
of  beaten  sand.  This  portion  was  probably  under  a  bed  or  table. 
On  the  east  side  was  a  depressed  space  which  was  probably  the 
entrance,  and  the  bricks  had  become  wet  and  sunken  at  this  point. 
Close  by  this  doorway  were  scraps  of  window  glass,  and  two 
wrought  iron  hinges,  such  as  would  be  suited  to  window  frames 
or  screens.  These  were  near  an  old  type  of  shovel,  which  lay 
nearer  the  fireplace.  On  the  eastern  part  of  the  floor  was  a  large 
camp  axe-head,  broken  at  the  back,  having  been  used  probably  as 
a  maul.  One  of  the  ubiquitous  iron  grape  shot  was  found  near 
by,  and  close  to  the  fireplace  lay  a  small  brass  object,  which,  on 
closer  examination,  looked  like  the  top  of  a  wooden  snuff-box, 
brass-mounted,  with  some  of  the  wood  adhering.  A  few  scraps 
of  a  cream-ware  tea-cup  and  of  a  blue-edged  plate  lay  on  the  floor, 
and  various  fragments  of  clay  pipes,  of  which  one  bore  a  trade 
mark,  "  J.  W."  in  a  cartouche  desigTi. 

The  bricks  forming  the  floor  were  of  varying  sizes  and  shapes, 
mostly  in  halves,  but  quite  a  number  were  whole,  as  were  those 
lying  loose  on  the  floor,  which  had  evidently  fallen  into  the  fire- 
place from  the  chimney.  Some  of  the  bricks  were  glazed  by  the 
action  of  fire,  and  all  were  of  Colonial  proportions.  The  hearth 
measured  36  inches  wide  by  20  inches  deep  ,and  was  constructed 
outside  the  hut  floor.  The  two  bar-shot  were  found  to  be  not 
quite  the  same  size. 

It  may  be  concluded  that  the  upper  part  of  the  hut  was  of 
wood,  and  was  probably  burnt  down  after  its  furnishings  had  been 
removed,  and  only  the  cumbersome  shot  and  axe  and  broken  shovel 
and  debris  were  left  to  lend  character  to  its  discovery. 
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The  hut  having  developed  such  an  interesting  character,  the  pos- 
sibilities of  its  immediate  surroundings  were  earnestly  discussed. 
It  was  possible  that  it  was  one  of  a  series  and  if  so,  others  might 
be  located  at  even  distances  on  the  same  level  or  grade.  The 
ground  was  hard  and  the  work  of  inserting  the  steel  "  sounder  " 
proved  laborious. 

A  week  later  the  conditions  became  more  favorable,  for  very 
heavy  rains  had  softened  the  soil,  and  the  rod  was  vigorously  and 
systematically  plied,  in  the  hope  of  striking  some  nearby  place 
where  the  debris  of  the  occupants  might  have  been  dumped.  Such 
a  procedure  seemed  most  probable,  and  it  was  thought  to  be  most 
likely  to  be  found  on  the  slope  below  the  hut,  and  probably  near 
the  point  which  appeared  to  have  been  its  entrance.  General 
interest  among  the  workers  was  excited  when  at  a  point  about 
25  feet  from  the  hut  doorway,  the  steel  rod  passed  through  shells 
at  a  depth  of  about  two  and  a  half  feet  below  the  sod.  Oysteii 
shells  in  such  a  position  are  readily  discerned  by  piercing  them 
with  the  sounder,"  and  their  j^resence  at  such  a  depth  indicated 
the  situation  of  other  rubbish  in  a  "  dump."  Such  it  proved  to  be 
on  removing  the  soil,  exposing  a  mass  of  debris  lying  at  a  depth 
of  about  three  feet. 

The  "  sifter  "  was  brought  into  play,  and  soon  caught  a  plenti- 
ful supply  of  small  military  objects.  These  were  mixed  with  many 
meat  bones,  shells,  charcoal  and  ash,  bullets,  ironwork,  hoops  and 
broken  pottery.  Pewter  buttons  found  were  mostly  of  the  small 
size  used  on  gaiters,  but  by-and-by  a  57th  Regiment  button  showed 
up  and  gave  the  first  definite  information  as  to  the  military  his- 
tory of  the  place. 

A  button  of  the  3Sth,  of  unusual  design,  soon  rewarded  the 
sifters,  and  two  bone  buttons,  used  on  underweai*,  were  followed 
by  several  cuff-links,  one  of  which  bore  a  design  of  a  female  figure 
bending  over  an  anchor.  These  excited  much  interest  in  the  group 
of  explorers  and  numerous  visitors,  and  were  followed  by  three 
fine  silver  buckles  in  almost  perfect  condition,  save  that  their 
steel  hinge-pins  are  riisted  away.  They  appear  to  be  such  as  were 
used  on  the  high  stocks  and  collars  of  that  period.  The  broken 
china  included  part  of  a  handpainted  Chinese  porcelain  cup,  and 
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some  English  cream  ware,  forming  part-  of  a  bowl  and  saucer,  also 
a  hand-painted  English  Delft  saucer.  The  glass  included  part 
of  a  drinking  timibler  decorated  with  an  engraved  design,  probably 
Stiegel  glass,  from  Pennsylvania,  and  parts  of  a  large  square 
black  schnapps  flask.  The  superior  character  of  these  objects  indi- 
cated their  possession  by  officers. 

There  were  many  bullets  of  seyeral  sizes,  a  buckshot,  and  some 
musket  flints,  all  lending  a  military  character  to  the  rest  of  the 
material.  Of  course,  there  were  barrel  hoops  and  nails,  and 
another  much  abused  axe  head.  A  broken  knife  and  pipe  bowls 
were  mixed  with  oyster  shells  and  quantities  of  scraps  of  bone. 

When  this  place  was  exhausted,  the  soil  in  the  neighborhood  was 
tested  with  the  steel  rod,  and  a  sort  of  rubbish  pit  was  found  near 
the  "  dump,"  in  which  was  abundant  charcoal,  ash,  and  signs  of 
fire.  Only  a  bullet  and  a  musket  flint  gave  character  to  the  place, 
but  it  was  probably  a  pit  in  which  some  material  had  been  buried. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  hut,  on  Decoration  Day,  another  hut 
site  was  found  of  much  humbler  character,  the  floor  being  of  beaten 
sand,  and  the  area  only  about  eight  feet  square.  Although  the 
customary  pot-hook  lay  on  the  floor,  there  was  no  distinct  fire- 
place, and  it  was  concluded  that  it  may  have  been  removed  in 
some  old  time  regrading.  There  were  signs  of  a  driveway  of 
broken  stones,  below  the  soil  at  the  north  end  of  the  hut  site. 
This  was  the  drive  that  at  one  time  led  to  the  Morewood  house, 
which  was  built  about  sixty  years  ago  within  the  ramparts  of  the 
Eort.  One  of  the  ladies  of  that  family  informed  the  writer  some 
years  ago,  that  when  the  grounds  were  laid  out  around  the  house, 
quantities  of  shot  and  iron  work  were  found  and  carted  away  to 
the  foundry.  The  cellar  walls  of  this  house  still  remain,  but  the 
structure  was  razed  about  the  year  1897.  This  smaller  hut  is 
taken  to  have  been  some  sort  of  annex  to  the  oificers'  quarters, 
probably  a  cooking  room,  or  hut  for  the  orderlies. 

The  work  on  Decoration  Day  was  aided  by  the  Rev.  Livingston 
H.  Schuyler,  of  the  City  College,  who  doffed  his  clerical  coat  and 
took  an  active  share  in  the  hard  shovelling,  that  showed  him  to  be 
'<)  i.ian  of  brawn  as  well  as  brain. 

The  final  search  of  the  surrounding  soil,  contiguous  to  the  hut, 
rewarded  the  explorers  with  several  interesting  additions  to  the 
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store  of  relies.  These  included  a  button  of  the  SOtii  Royal  Edin- 
burgh Volunteers,  and  also  one  of  the  Cheshire  Regiment  or  22nd 
Foot.  A  frail  cord  of  silver  thread  was  found,  which  may  have 
supported  some  keepsake  around  a  soldier's  neck. 

All  these  evidences  and  their  situation  lead  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  hut  was  occupied  by  officers  of  rank,  whose  orderlies  were 
provided  from  various  regiments,  of  which  the  57th  was  in  garri- 
son duty  i-n  August,  1779,  and  again  in  1781,  and  the  38th  was 
in  service  here  in  1782. 

It  seemed  to  be  well  worth  while  to  preserve  the  old  bricks  form- 
ing the  floor  of  the  officers'  hut,  and  so  permission  for  their  removal 
was  sought  of  Mr.  Bennett's  representatives,  and  kindly  accorded. 
The  Park  Department  loaned  a  wagon,  and  with  the  aid  of  two 
park  laborers,  we  removed  the  old  bricks  from  the  floor  and  trans- 
ferred them  to  Washington's  Headquarters.  Later  the  removal 
of  the  fireplace  was  effected,  and  after  measuring  and  marking, 
it  was  completely  re-erected  within  the  grounds  of  the  Mansion. 

The  bar-shot  are  secured  on  the  hearth  by  steel  straps  and  the 
other  objects  are  placed  in  the  guard  room,  together  with  photo- 
graphs of  the  scene. 

The  discovery  added  another  interesting  item  to  the  Revolution- 
ary history  of  the  Heights  and  has  contributed  to  our  knowledge  of 
the  life  and  habits  of  the  officers  of  that  period. 
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BAREACKS  OF  THE  FORT  AVASHI^IGTOIsT  GARRISON" 

The  ground  upon  which,  as  we  now  know,  the  garrison  of  the 
central  fortification  of  the  Revolution  on  upper  Manhattan  Island 
was  camped  and  housed,  has  been  at  all  times  available  only  to  a 
limited  extent  for  cultivation,  by  reason  of  its  steepness,  and  in 
part  by  its  inaccessible  character.  Most  of  its  area  was  probably 
pasture  and  woodland  long  before,  and  has  so  remained  since  the 
Revolution.  For  the  same  reason,  the  operations  of  the  modern 
builder  have  been  diverted,  and  the  opening  of  streets  has  been 
deferred,  so  that  only  in  recent  years  has  any  disturbance  been 
made  of  the  natural  features  of  the  locality. 

The  old  highway  or  King's  Bridge  Road,  which  ran  irregularly 
the  length  of  Washington  Heights,  reached  at  Fort  Washington 
its  highest  level,  and  passing  the  crest  of  the  hill,  commenced  its 
descent  to  the  Inwood  Valley.  Less  than  a  hundred  feet  north 
of  what  is  now  181st  Street,  the  well-known  Blue  Bell  Tavern 
stood  on  the  westerly  margin  of  the  high  road,  sheltered  at  the 
rear  by  an  abrupt  hillock,  behind  which  ran  a  little  brook  known 
as  "  the  run  "  which  bounded  downwards  through  the  vale  between 
the  highway  and  the  "  Long  Hill  "  or  Mount  Washington. 

The  hollow  between  the  hillside  which  extends  up  towards  Fort 
Washington,  and  the  Post  Road,  which  is  now  Broadway,  is  crossed 
near  184th  Street  line  by  some  great  rocks  which  made  a  part  of 
the  defenses  or  glacis  "  of  Fort  Washington  on  its  easterly  sic^e. 
and  these  rocks  were  known  to  the  old  residents  of  the  vicinity  ks 
"  The  Death  Gap."  At  the  foot  of  the  largest  mass  of  rock,  prior 
to  the  construction  of  Bennett  Avenue,  there  bubbled  out  a  little 
spring  of  clear  water,  which  tradition  had  connected  Avith  the 
Revolution  under  the  name  of  the  "  Hessian  Spring."  Its  waters 
joined  those  of  a  little  brook  which  had  its  source  in  higher  springs 
on  lands  once  cleared  by  the  aborigines  and  known  to  the  early 
settlers  as  "  The  Indian  Field,"  which  later  became  the  farm  of 
Hendrick  van  Oblienis,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  was  in 
the  ownership  of  Blazius  Moore,  the  tobacco  merchant  of  Broad- 
way at  Fulton  Street.    North  of  his  boundary,  which  ran  near 


Twentieth  Annual  Repoet  411 

the  centre  line  of  ISlst  Street,  the  land  west  of  Broadway  was 
occupied  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution  by  a  picturesque  local  char- 
acter of  the  name  of  John  Bernard  Bauer,  a  German  preacher 
known  as  "  Barney  Bowers,"  whose  descendants  tell  of  their  occu- 
pation of  the  old  building,  once  the  Blue  Bell  Tavern,  as  their 
home,  and  of  the  death  of  their  ancestor  as  a  result  of  injuries 
sustained  in  lifting  guns  within  Fort  Washing-ton. 

All  the  physical  features  surrounding  this  charming  vale  indi- 
cated a  natural  and  most  desirable  site  for  a  camp.  The  little 
stream  passing  through  the  hollow,  the  bubbling  spring  at  the 
foot  of  the  great  rocks,  the  shelter  of  the  steep  hill  on  the  west, 
the  vicinity  of  the  Tavern,  and  its  easy  access  from  the  King's 
Highway  together  with  its  proximity  to  the  Fort  and  the  protec- 
tion of  its  gam  fire  sweeping  overhead,  all  formed  more  or  less 
desirable  features  for  the  lodgment  of  the  soldiery  comprising  the 
garrison  of  that  important  military  work. 

The  ground  itself  was  in  past  time,  and  is  still  to  some  extent, 
terraced,  particularly  just  northeast  of  the  boundary  of  the  Ben- 
nett property,  or  182nd  Street,  and  here  and  there  a  few  scrubby 
cedar  trees  still  cling  to  the  out-cropping  rocks,  descendants  of 
those  which  in  early  Colonial  times  sheltered  the  Huguenots  of 
Xew  Rochelle  on  their  dusty  tramp  on  Sabbath  days  to  the  Church 
du  Sainte  Esprit  on  Pine  Street. 

Part  of  the  slope  of  the  hillside,  immediately  east  of  the 
lane  which  led  to  the  Bennett  residence,  was  occupied  until  quite 
recently  by  a  little  cottage,  within  the  garden  of  which  there  were 
turned  up  by  the  spade  from  time  to  time  a  number  of  objects 
connected  with  military  life,  such  as  brass  buttons,  a  cannon  ball 
or  two,  and  a  British  bronze  coin  of  the  reigTi  of  William  and 
Mar)',  all  of  which  were  at  one  time  in  the  possession  of  the 
Conklin  or  Leaycraft  family. 

At  the  intersection  of  181st  Street  with  Broadway,  other  objects 
were  discovered  from  time  to  time  such  as  a  small  iron  shot,  a 
large  old  key,  perhaps  that  of  the  old  Inn,  and  the  point  of  a 
sword  scabbard. 

Such  objects  are,  however,  by  no  means  unusual  on  Washing- 
ton Heights,  a  locality  in  which  it  is  natural  to  expect  evidences  of 
Colonial  or  military  life  to  come  to  light  from  time  to  time,  and 
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so  when  Mr.  W.  L.  Calver  found,  on  the  north  side  of  181st  Street, 
about  fifty  feet  east  of  Broadway,  a  pewter  button  bearing  the 
number  of  tlie  38th  British  Regiment,  and  when  another  button 
of  the  same  corps  was  found  at  a  little  later  date  In  the  Bennett 
Lane,  leading  from  181st  Street  to  Fort  Washington  Avenue, 
although  these  objects  clearly  indicated  the  presence  of  soldiery 
around  the  vicinity,  they  gave  no  special  indication  of  the  par- 
ticular spot  upon  which  the  barracks  of  the  military  corps  had 
been  situated. 

The  historical  references  to  the  vicinity,  some  of  which  have 
been  previously  described,  indicated  that  somewhere  in  this  vicin- 
ity there  had  been  a  camp  of  the  American  troops,  prior  to  and  at 
the  time  of  the  capture  of  Tort  Washington.  The  Hessian  account 
of  the  capture  of  the  Fort  refers  to  barracks  into  which  the  Amer- 
ican officers  of  the  captured  garrison  led  their  captors  and  enter- 
tained them  with  wine  and  cake. 

Among  Washington's  military  orders  were  several  references 
to  a  camp  market  to  be  established  on  the  glacis  of  the  Fort, 
which,  by  reason  of  the  topography,  was  doubtless  in  the  imme- 
diate neighborhood  of  the  locality  here  described. 

An  interesting  reference  to  the  American  occupation  of  this 
site  is  contained  in  a  letter  written  in  October,  1776,  by  an  officer 
in  the  patriotic  army.  The  writer,  Dr.  Eleazur  Woodruff,  says 
that  he  with  others,  "  is  encamped  on  the  east  side  of  Mount  Wash- 
ington "  and  he  writes  in  enthusiastic  terms  of  the  comfort  of  his 
quarters.  He  was  probably  surgeon  to  one  of  the  American  corps. 
Pie  adds  "  we  would  not  change  places  with  any  regiment  in  the 
service." 

The  construction  of  Bennett  Avenue,  in  September,  1906,  cut 
deeply  into  the  grassy  hill-side,  and  exposed  the  rocky  surfaces, 
disturbing  quantities  of  bricks,  broken  glass  and  meat  bones,  at  a 
point  nearly  opposite  the  line  of  183rd  Street.  The  haste  with 
which  this  work  Avas  done  precluded  any  close  examination  of  the 
disclosures,  but  the  presence  of  some  sort  of  building  with  fire- 
places of  a  siibstantial  character  was  established  by  the  character 
and  quantity  of  the  debris. 

The  picturesque  Hessian  spring  lay,  unfortunately,  in  the  very 
line  of  the  future  avenue,  and  preparations  were  made  to  drain 
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the  water  off  into  scAver  pipes,  prior  to  filling  it  in  to  a  height  of 
about  fifteen  feet.  The  old  local  tradition  of  fighting  around  the 
"  Death  Gap/'  received  an  interesting  confirmation  when  the  con- 
tractor's men  found  at  the  base  of  the  rocks,  imbedded  deep  in  the 
gi'ound,  some  solid  shot  and  an  unexploded  shell,  one  of  which  bore 
the  broad  arrow  mark  of  the  British  Army  Stores.  These  relicsi 
were  taken  away  by  contractors  and  probably  lost.  The  tradition 
was  thus  confirmed,  and  later  some  British  pennies  bearing  dates 
of  1738  and  of  1776  were  found  by  the  writer,  and  gave  further 
indication  of  the  occupation  of  the  locality.  These  scattered  evi- 
dences led  to  an  effort  to  decide  the  exact  position  of  the  huts  or 
barracks  which  had  evidently  existed  somewhere  at  this  point. 
A  copy  of  the  British  military  headquarters  map  of  1782,  which 
some  years  ago  was  discovered  to  be  in  existence  in  London,  was 
obtained,  and  a  close  examination  of  that  portion  of  the  map 
which  included  Fort  Washington  and  its  vicinity  showed,  at  a 
point  between  the  Fort  and  the  highroad,  indications  of  buildings 
of  a  somewhat  extensive  character,  as  compared  with  other  and 
smaller  dwellings  and  farmhouses  along  the  line  of  the  old  Post 
Road.  This  part  of  the  map  was  enlarged  on  tracing  paper  to  a 
scale  of  one  hundred  feet  to  one  inch,  including  the  buildings 
referred  to,  and  was  then  laid  over  another  map  of  that  part  of 
the  City  and  adjusted  by  the  original  known  location  of  the  mile- 
stones on  the  old  King's  Bridge  Road,  which  has  been  widened 
only  in  recent  years  into  the  present  Broadway.  It  became  appai*- 
ent  that  the  long  buildings  marked  upon  the  old  map'  must  have 
stood  on  the  line  of  Bennett  Avenue,  at  or  very  near  the  inter- 
section of  182nd  Street,  and  therefore  that  the  debris  disturbed  in 
cutting  the  hillside  for  the  construction  of  the  Avenue  was  in  all 
probability  part  of  such  buildings. 

With  this  information  as  a  guide,  a  careful  search  was  made,  by 
raking  and  digging  along  the  edges  of  the  cut  which  had  been 
made  into  the  hillsides.  The  search  had  almost  been  given  up, 
when  a  fortunate  scratch  by  the  hoe,  a  little  deeper  than  before, 
brought  forth  a  piece  of  iron  chain  Avith  a  handle  or  crossbar  which 
was  attached  to  a  square  socket  of  iron,  of  similar  shape  to  one 
which  had  been  found  some  years  before  in  an  excavation  near 
Dyckman  Street  and  is  in  the  collection  of  the  late  Mr.  C.  C. 
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Simpson.  This  indicated  tlie  probable  existence  of  other  objects" 
of  military  character. 

With  heavier  tools  a  space  was  cleared,  and  only  a  foot  below 
the  original  level  of  the  turf,  ground  was  found  which  bore  evi- 
dence of  having  been  beaten  or  trodden  in  layers,  indicating  suc- 
cessive periods  or  seasons  of  usage.  These  layers  extended  along 
a  line,  which,  after  months  of  intermittent  work  in  exploration, 
was  found  to  extend  for  about  three  hundred  feet  north  and  south 
along  the  present  east  sidewalk  of  Bennett  Avenue. 

In  and  below  this  hard-packed  material  and  especially  on  its 
easterly  side  lay  numerous  evidences  of  military  occupation,  more 
or  less  broken,  indicating  the  use  of  the  space  as  a  pathway  or 
perhaps  the  trodden  space  in  front  of  the  line  of  barrack  build- 
ings. East  of  the  path  much  debris  was  found  scattered  in  the 
soft  sandy  soil  of  the  sloping  bank  which,  when  excavated  and 
put  through  the  analysis  of  the  sieve,  afforded  unmistakable  evi- 
dences of  the  military  occupation  of  the  place  by  a  number  of  the 
British  regiments  engaged  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

Among  the  first  military  buttons  to  be  found  which  lay  in  close 
proximity  to  each  other,  were  a  number  of  those  of  the  74th  or 
Argyle  Highland  Regiment.*  These  were  followed  by  the  familiar 
buttons  of  the  57th  Regiment  of  Foot,  and  later,  by  an  interesting 
button  of  the  3d  Guards,  Scotch. f 

Among  these  was  found  a  button  of  the  28th  Foot  Regiment, 
of  which  a  small  specimen  had  previously  been  found  at  Fort 
George.:};  In  close  association  with  these  buttons  were  found 
various  kinds  of  missiles,  such  as  musket  bullets  and  pistol  bullets, 
buck-shot  and  iron  grape-shot.  A  penny  of  George  II,  of  the  year 
1744,  lay  alongside  a  broken  sword-blade,  and  all  around  the  space 

*  Two  eompanies  of  the  Argyle  flighlanders  came  to  New  York.  The  74th 
embarked  at  Greenock  in  Aug.  177S,  for  Halifax,  where  they  were  garrisoned. 
The  80th  and  82nd  were  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Francis  McLean.  In 
the  spring  of  1770,  the  Gnenadier  Co.  commanded  by  Capt.  Ludovick,  and  the 
Light  Co.,  comm.anded  by  Capt  Campbell  of  Balnabie,  were  sent  to  New  York. 

t  The  Third  Guards  was  one  of  three  Battalions,  consisting  of  the  First, 
Coldstream,  and  Third  or  Scots  Guards,  all  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Edward  MatheAV  of  the  Coldstream.  These  battalions  took  part  in  a  number 
of  engagements,  including  the  assault  on  Fort  Washington  in  1776.  The 
Third  Guards  are  not  to  be  confused  with  the  Third  Foot  Regiment  or  The 
Bufls. 

I  The  Twenty-Eighth  Regiment  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Erie  and  it 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  Battle  of  White  Plains.  The  buttons  of  the 
regiment  have  been  found  in  several  places  on  Washington  Heights. 
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was  the  debris  of  the  camp-fire  and  soup-kettle  —  the  pot-hooks, 
burnt  stones  and  charcoal,  broken  bottles  and  china,  meat  bones, 
oyster  and  clam  shells. 

The  fascination  of  these  discoveries  prompted  the  explorers  to 
prolong  their  work  into  the  winter  season,  and  as  late  as  the  middle 
of  December,  a  plain  gold  button  with  ivory  back,  apparently  that 
of  an  officer,  was  found  close  to  a  pewter  button  of  the  Seventy- 
Sixth  Highland  Regiment.*  With  these  came  to  light  numerous 
clay  pipe  bowls,  some  bearing  the  mark  "  W.  G."  —  a  familiar 
sign  of  the  presence  of  soldiery  of  that  period,  many  black  gun- 
flints,  numerous  bullets,  buck-shot,  two  pistol  ram-rod  guides  of 
brass,  close  to  the  latter  of  which  was  found  a  pemiy  bearing 
the  familiar  superscription  and  visage  of  George  III. 

Some  interesting  groups  of  objects  were  found,  which  afforded 
some  indication  that  the  broken  or  lost  objects  had  been  cast  out 
from  the  doors  or  windows  of  the  buildings.  In  such  groups  there 
was  much  broken  chinaware,  some  of  excellent  quality  and  inter- 
esting design.  One  curious  object  of  this  kind  was  a  legless  Dres- 
den china  lamb,  possibly  the  toy  of  some  child  of  the  camp. 
Quantities  of  broken  clay  pipes,  both  bowls  and  stems,  were  found 
in  such  places,  and  these  proved  of  interest,  some  bearing  trade- 
marks previously  unknown,  even  to  that  veteran  collector,  Mr. 
Calver.  One  stem  was  found,  bearing  the  full  name  and  address 
of  a  manufacturer  "  W.  Hutchinson,  Liverpool,"  in  close  prox- 
imity to  a  button  of  the  33d  Regiment.  Some  of  the  pipes  were 
so  complete  as  to  be  of  particular  value  in  comparison  of  shapes 
and  sizes. 

In  some  places  the  buttons  of  various  corps  lay  quite  close 
together,  as  if  old  uniforms  had  been  buried  or  thrown  away  in 
one  place,  with  a  number  of  biittons  upon  them,  and  on  one  pleas- 
ant and  particularly  fortunate  Sunday  afternoon,  no  less  than 
twenty-five  numbered  buttons  were  found,  the  majority  being  those 
of  the  7Gth  McDonald  Highlanders,  with  others  of  the  33d  Foot.f 

*Tlie  76th  or  McDonald's  TTif^hlanders  was  a  corps  which  was  raised  in 
Scotland  in  1778  by  the  Laird  of  JilcDonald  especially  for  service  in  the  War 
for  Independence.  The  Regiment  was  at  this  place,  according  to  von  Krafft, 
in  October,  1780. 

•j-Tho  Thirty-Third  Foot  Regiment  was  commanded  by  Earl  Cornwallis. 
The  regiment  had  a  reputation  for  its  smart  appearance,  the  Grenadiers  being 
known  as  "  Macaroni's  "  on  account  of  their  particularly  dapper  appearance. 
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Among  the  unnumbered  buttons  were  some  of  similar  patterns 
to  others  which  have  been  found  on  sites  in  which  the  presence  of 
the  Hessian  troops  was  known,  thus  confirming  the  presumption 
of  the  locality  including  the  site  of  the  Hut  Camp  of  the  von 
Donop  and  other  Hessian  corps.  That  it  had  also  been  occupied 
by  American  troops  was  indicated  by  one  of  the  ornamental  pewter 
buttons,  which  was  identical  with  specimens  which  have  been 
discovered  on  the  site  of  the  American  quarters  known  as  the 
Hempstead  Huts,  situated  near  the  Continental  Village  in  the 
Highlands  of  the  Hudson. 

In  June,  1909,  the  work  of  trenching  was  extended  along  the 
easterly  side  of  the  line  of  Bennett  Avenue  southwards  towards 
181st  Street,  and  at  a  depth  of  about  one  and  one-half  feet  below 
the  surface,  among  the  military  debris,  a  fine  bronze  belt-plate  of 
the  7th  Regiment,  or  Royal  Fusiliers  *  was  found  lying  face  down, 
the  inscription  being  thus  perfectly  preserved.  The  face  is 
engraved  with  a  monogram  "  R.  F."  in  elaborate  script. 

In  1910,  the  results  of  the  work  along  the  edge  of  the  street 
grading  indicated  that  the  limit  of  the  deposits  of  debris  had  been 
reached.  The  extent  of  this  line  of  material  had  been  about  three 
hundred  feet,  running  north  and  south  from  a  point  between  181st 
and  182nd  Streets  to  a  point  between  183rd  Street  and  ISlth 
Street,  which  may  therefore  be  assumed  to  have  been  about  the 
space  along  which  the  barrack  buildings  once  extended. 

Attention  was  then  naturally  directed  to  the  vicinity,  and  the 
surface  of  the  rocks  around  the  "  Death  Gap  "  was  explored.  On 
the  summit  just  to  the  east  of  the  avenue  were  found  the  remains 
of  some  wooden  building,  which  had  evidently  been  destroyed  by 
fire,  as  much  burnt  debris  lay  over  the  surface  including  nails, 
bricks  and  stones,  broken  bottles,  oyster  shells  and  meat  bones,  all 
more  or  less  exhibiting  the  effects  of  fire.  A  British  half-penny 
of  1774,  a  fine  ornamental  brass  button,  and  a  small  Spanish  silver 
coin  t  indicated  the  presence  of  soldiery.  The  Hessians  were 
paid  in  this  class  of  coinage  for  their  unwilling  service. 

*  The  Royal  Fusiliers,  as  the  .Seventh  Regiment  was  known,  was  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Beartie.  It  was  most  unfortunate  during  the  Revolution, 
losing  part  of  its  number  and  its  colors  at  Chamble,  and  having  a  similar 
experience  at  Cowpens  and  it  also  lost  many  men  by  disease  during  the  War. 

t  The  Spanish  silver  coinage,  being  lighter  than  that  of  the  British,  became 
the  main  silver  in  circulation  at  the  period. 
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Tlie  position  on  the  summit  of  this  rock  commands  a  fine  view  of 
the  \alley  to  Spuyten  Duyvil,  and  would  most  likely  have  been 
occupied  by  some  sort  of  watch  house. 

Interesting  as  were  all  these  objects,  it  was  still  evident  that  so 
large  a  body  of  soldiery,  as  to  the  character  and  extent  of  which 
the  numbered  buttons  had  now  given  positive  assurance,  could 
not  have  disposed  of  all  their  waste  materials  by  the  limited 
amount  of  such  debris  as  had  already  been  discovered.  The  results 
so  far  had  "indicated  the  presence  of  nineteen  British  regiments, 
and  had  afforded  strong  indications  of  American  and  Hessian 
occupation. 

Attention  was  directed  to  the  sloping  ground  extending  from 
the  site  of  the  barracks,  eastward  of  Bennett  Avenue,  to  the  bed 
of  the  one  time  brook  which  u^ed  to  flow  down  across  the  line  of 
181st  Street,  west  of  Broadway  to  the  Harlem  River.  It  had 
by  this  time  become  dry,  as  a  result  of  the  diversion  of  the  water 
into  the  sewer  in  181st  Street.  The  vacant  property  of  the  Beek- 
man  family  includes  about  three  hundred  feet  of  the  line  of  the 
brook,  most  of  which  had  been  a  receptacle  for  all  kinds  of  rubbish 
from  the  rear  of  the  buildings  along  Broadway  for  years  past, 
probably  from  the  old  Blue  Bell  tavern,  among  others.  The  semi- 
dried  bed  of  the  brook  was  now  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of 
rank  weeds.  It  was  a  subject  of  discussion  as  to  whether  any  hap- 
hazard excavation  upon  this  unpromising  looking  site  would 
result  in  more  than  severe  labor  in  heavy  wet  soil.  But  it  cer- 
tainly appeared  to  be  more  than  probable  that  the  larger  and 
heavier  camp  debris,  under  the  old  unsanitary  methods,  had  either 
been  pitched  into,  the  brook,  or  would  have  been  under  proper 
military  methods,  disposed  of  by  burial  in  pits,  and  that  the 
ground  was  naturally  favorable  for  such  a  purpose.  But  the 
absence  of  any  indications  made  it  difficult  to  decide  where  to 
make  an  attempt  to  pierce  the  weedy  covering  that  might  possibly 
be  concealing  such  interesting  possibilities.  The  steel  sounding 
rod  had  not  at  that  time  become  an  aid  in  such  work,  or  it  would 
have  demonstrated  the  facts. 

On  a  blazing  hot  Sunday  afternoon  in  August,  1910,  the  prob- 
abilities or  possibilities  of  the  unpromising  looking  site  were  dis- 
14 
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cussed.  The  thick  growth  of  weeds  waist  high  offered  a  dis- 
couraging appearance  to  active  operations,  but  a  start  was  made 
haphazard  in  the  middle  of  the  swampy  ground,  and  a  hole  sunk 
through  the  weeds  and  turf.  The  heat  was  great,  and  the  labor 
was  severe,  but  when  the  ground  was  taken  out  to  a  depth  of  a 
couple  of  feet,  the  spade  entered  a  layer  of  debris  of  unmistakably 
old  character  lying  on  the  wet  black  clay  which  had  once  formed 
the  bottom  of  the  brook.  It  took  no  more  than  a  sight  of  the  first 
bullet  to  indicate  its  military  character,  and  within  a  space  about 
six  feet  square  many  military  objects  were  found  such  as  bullets, 
three  gun-flints,  a  brass  knee-buckle,  an  iron  horseshoe,  a  camp 
broad  axe  the  cutting  edge  of  which  is  nearly  eight  inches  wide, 
a  sapper's  pick,  and  part  of  an  oval  iron  canteen  of  Hessian  pat- 
tern. With  these  were  found,  without  sifting,  several  pewter  but- 
tons, greatly  decayed,  and  a  gold-plated  ofiicer's  button,  which 
upon  examination  proved  to  be  of  great  interest.  So  frail  was 
this  object  that  a  mere  film  of  the  metal  was  left  on  the  face, 
and  the  bone  back  was  a  rotted  paste.  Expert  care  proved  suc- 
cessful in  drying  and  restoring  it,  and  it  was  found  to  be  of 
pattern  identical  with  one  shown  in  the  work  Le  Bouton  de 
I'Armee  Francaise,"  by  Capitaine  Bottet,  which  was  that  used  by 
officers  of  the  French  Army  as  early  as  1775. 

These  finds  confirmed  the  disposal  by  the  occupants  of  the  bar- 
racks of  waste  material  along  the  line  of  the  brook,  and  from  that 
time  on,  we  steadily  dug  and  trenched  in  the  moist  material  which 
had  at  one  time  formed  the  marshy  borders  of  the  brook,  north- 
wards towards  the  boundary  of  the  Beekman  property,  and  parallel 
with  the  Barrack  site. 

The  next  definite  military  object  was  a  pewter  button  of  the 
14th  Foot  Eegiment,  which  corps,  after  service  in  Virginia,  took 
part  in  the  engagements  around  New  York  in  1776,  but  returned 
to  England  in  the  year  1777,  thus  showing  the  occupation  of  this 
place  in  the  early  part  of  the  war.  The  button  was  of  particular 
interest,  as  it  has  a  milled  border,  the  first  of  this  pattern  so  far 
discovered.  JSTear  this  and  other  buttons  were  found  flat  pieces  of 
lead,  bent  so  as  to  form  a  hold  for  gun-flints  in  the  locks  of  mus- 
kets, and  also  a  pencil  of  soft  lead  about  two  and  one-half  inches 
long,  one  of  a  number  which  eventually  decided  the  character  of 
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these  objects  as  tlie  lead  pencils  of  tlie  Army,  a  number  of  wMcb 
have  since  been  found. 

The  layer  of  debris  and  ashes  developed  considerably  in  area 
as  we  worked  towards  the  north  in  the  fall  of  1910,  and  Mr, 
Jeremiah  Hunter,  C.  E.,  of  the  Department  of  Finance,  aided  in 
the  heavy  work  of  lifting  and  sifting  all  the  material  as  it  was 
brought  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  trench,  which  was  then  about 
one  and  one-half  yards  wide  and  some  three  feet  deep. 

In  one  afternoon's  work  as  many  as  sixteen  bullets  and  an 
equal  number  of  gun-flints,  were  taken  out,  some  being  found  per- 
fect and  unused.  Among  other  objects,  a  number  of  scraps  of 
thin  sheet  lead  were  found,  which  had  been  cut  into  various  shapes 
by  knife  or  scissors.  From  their  quantity  and  appearance  they 
are  assumed  to  have  been  used  for  padding  the  lapels  of  uniforms, 
or  to  have  been  sewn  into  the  lower  edges  of  coats  and  were  prob- 
ably in  the  discarded  garments  thrown  into  "  the  dump."  Quan- 
tities of  fragTuents  of  rum  bottles,  china,  pottery  and  porcelain, 
medicine  bottles  and  wine  glasses  were  found,  and  numerous  forged 
nails  and  iron  spikes  up  to  eight  inches  in  length  with  here  and 
there  the  butt  end  of  a  pike  staff.  With  these,  we  began  to  find 
other  military  buttons,  several  of  which  proved  to  be  those  of  the 
45th  Foot  Regiment,  a  corps  which  was  actively  engaged  in  most- 
of  the  events  of  the  Eevolution,  up  to  the  battle  of  Germantown, 
but  which  lost  so  many  men  by  sickness  and  battle,  that  it  was 
returned  in  1778,  barely  one  hundred  strong,  to  England.  So  that 
these  buttons  were  j)robably  thrown  or  lost  in  this  place  at  that 
date. 

The  presence  of  Scotch  soldiers  was  indicated  by  a  heart- 
shaped  blue  glass  jewel,  evidently  from  the  clasp  used  by  some 
Scotsman  to  secure  his  shawl  at  the  shoulder. 

We  found  an  iron  socket  1^  inches  in  diameter  by  3  inches  long, 
not  pointed,  but  rounded,  which  may  have  been  the  butt  end  of  a 
regimental  color-staff. 

Deepening  the  trench  towards  the  course  of  the  brook,  we  struck 
a  cannon  ball  buried  below  the  layer  of  debris.  It  was  thickly 
cased  in  rusted  clay,  but  it  was  found  to  weigh  five  and  a  half 
pounds,  and  was  probably  originally  of  a  weight  of  six  pounds  and 
thus  shows  a  loss  in  weight  of  nine  per  cent,  in  one  hundred  and 
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thirty  years  of  underground  residence.  Very  near  to  this  were 
bullets  and  gun-flints,  broken  files  and  part  of  a  saw.  Close  to 
these  we  found  a  most  interesting  button  of  the  Continental  Amer- 
ican artillery,  which  lay  close  to  the  cannon  ball  and  the  tools. 
The  design  of  the  button  is  oimilar  to  another  which  was  found 
on  Constitution  Island,  and  to  others  found  at  the  American 
camp  known  as  Hempstead  Huts,  in  Putnam  County,  New  York. 

A  small  glass  jewel  was  found,  possibly  from  a  set  of  cuff 
links,  which  was  cut  in  intaglio  with  a  rose,  and  hard  by  was  a 
button  of  the  Sixth  Regiment,*  this  having  a  pewter  loop,  an 
unusual  feature  in  a  British  military  button.  Contiguous  to  this 
button  were  other  British  buttons,  such  as  those  of  the  4th,  10th, 
38th,  57th  and  8 2d  Regiments.  A  curious  find  close  to  these 
objects  was  a  hair  pin  which  lay  with  a  large  plain  silver  button 
among  many  fragments  of  porcelain  and  scratched  and  salt-glazed 
earthenware.  Perhaps  the  sex  of  the  cook  that  broke  the  ware  and 
wore  the  button  is  indicated  by  the  hair  pin. 

Where  the  layer  of  debris  ended  it  was  found  that  it  had  cov- 
ered so  far  an  area  of  about  forty  feet  by  ten  feet  wide. 

Still  working  downstream  and  only  six  feet  further  on,  a 
larger  layer  was  encountered  but  at  a  greater  depth  from  the  sur- 
face. Here  was  found  a  vein  of  material  having  the  appearance 
of  burnt  straw,  which  proved  to  be  rich  in  a  number  of  objects 
connected  with  the  use  of  horses,  such  as  horse-shoes,  harness 
buckles,  shoe  buckles,  spurs,  the  bale  of  a  pail,  and  a  complete 
snaffle  bit. 

By  this  time  our  occupation  had  attracted  the  curiosity  and 
attention  of  an  increasing  number  of  the  public  on  181st  Street, 
from  the  elevated  portion  of  which  our  work  was  in  full  view,  and 
we  experienced  considerable  interruption  from  boys  swarming 
into  the  excavation  and  interfering  with  the  operation  of  digging 
and  sifting.  In  our  absence  during  the  week,  some  of  these  boys 
would  attempt  similar  excavation,  tearing  down  the  material  with- 
out any  knowledge  or  system,  and  then  boasting  of  extravagant 
finds.    In  this  way  we  were  informed  that  the  barrel  of  a  musket, 

*  The  Sixth  Regiment  of  foot  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Gisborne,  and  was 
in  America  only  until  1777.  The  presence  of  this  button  near  American  relics 
indicates  the  deposit  of  both  very  soon  after  the  surrender  of  Fort 
Washington. 
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bullets,  buttons  and  some  kind  of  a  badge  were  taken  out,  but  any 
identification  of  course  was  entirely  absent.  We  found  the  ground 
very  much  disturbed  on  several  occasions,  and  had  to  excavate  to 
considerable  depth,  in  order  to  get  below  the  surface  material 
piled  up  by  boys  and  some  men  who  had  joined  them.  In  October, 
one  such  visitor  stated  that  he  had  taken  out  part  of  a  barrel  and 
part  of  the  lock  of  a  musket,  and  a  button  of  the  Fourth  and  one 
of  the  Forty-fifth  Regiments,  but  of  the  accuracy  of  these  assertions 
we  could  learn  nothing  definite. 

Along  part  of  the  bed  of  the  brook  there  was  a  pile  of  broken 
bricks  and  large  boulders,  about  three  feet  under  the  ground,  which 
had  apparently  formed  the  easterly  edge  of  a  one-time  pit  or 
excavation,  but  even  below  these  bricks  we  found  in  the  wet  clay 
of  the  brook  bed  broken  bottles,  bullets,  flints,  broken  china,  and 
pieces  of  brass  buckles,  and  with  these  were  some  buttons  of  the 
Thirty-eighth  and  the  Fifty-seventh  Regiments.  The  bricks 
appeared  to  have  fallen  together,  and  were  all  broken  Colonial  red 
bricks,  of  good  shape  and  appearance.  Their  position  indicated 
their  use  as  part  of  a  bricked-in  sink  or  cess-pit. 

At  this  point,  we  were  rewarded  by  finding,  among  the  debris 
of  the  38th  Regiment,*  as  indicated  by  their  buttons,  a  bronze 
belt-plate  bearing  the  royal  initials  G.  R."  with  the  number  of 
the  regiment  in  Roman  numerals,  close  to  which  lay  a  silver  but- 
ton of  an  officer  of  the  same  coi'ps,  having  the  figure  of  a  lioni 
over  a  crown  surmounting  the  regimental  number,  a  feature  imique 
among  the  British  military  buttons  of  the  locality.  With  this 
regiment's  debris,  which  all  appeared  to  have  been  cast  near  the 
same  spot,  we  found  a  number  of  broken  clay  pipes,  one  of  which 
had  been  broken  off  short  and  then  re-cut,  so  as  to  be  used  as  a 
"  dudeen  "  or  "  caddy."  It  had  a  trade  mark  "  T  "  within  a 
wreath. 

We  next  found  a  button  of  the  35th  Regiment  lying  close  to 
part  of  a  sword-blade.  The  objects  connected  with  these  two  regi- 
ments indicated  the  use  of  this  part  of  the  camp  deposit  or 
"dump"  during  the  years  1777  and  1778.    One  little  object 

*  The  Thirty -eighth  Regiment  was  comTnanded  by  Colonel  Pigot  and  saw 
service  at  Bunker's  Hill  and  elsewhere.  Buttons  have  been  found  at  several 
places  on  the  Heights. 
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which  was  at  first  supposed  to  be  a  button,  turned  out  on  close 
examination  to  be  a  coin  of  one  of  the  German  States,  which  bore 
the  words  "  Fennig  Scheidemunze/'  the  little  coin  being  pierced 
with  a  hole,  and  probably  having  been  used  as  a  charm  by  some 
Hessian  soldier,  or  perhaps  a  keepsake  of  the  girl  he  left  behind 
him  in  far  Cassel. 

By  this  time  the  over-attentions  of  our  numerous  visitors  had 
become  annoying,  and  a  party  of  young  boys,  after  rendering 
themselves  very  obstreperous,  on  being  driven  away,  retaliated  by 
stoning  us,  and  came  near  ending  the  career  of  one  of  our  num- 
ber, who  was  struck  at  the  base  of  the  skull  with  a  large  stone, 
and  for  the  time  being,  put  out  of  the  exploring  business. 

The  work  was  extended  at  the  end  of  the  season  with  gradually 
increasing  difficulty,  owing  to  the  depth  at  which  the  debris  lay 
towards  the  north  and  to  the  moisture  in  the  soil.  Finally  the 
work  had  to  stop  on  account  of  the  weather,  and  when  restarted, 
it  was  found  that  the  water  which  had  accumulated  in  the  pit  lay 
around  the  line  of  the  debris,  so  that  a  new  start  had  to  be  made 
in  another  place. 

In  the  late  fall  of  1910,  several  attempts  at  different  points 
resulted  in  no  further  finds,  and  trials  were  made  at  various  points 
about  half-way  up  the  bank,  between  the  line  of  the  original  finds 
on  Bennett  Avenue  and  the  excavation  which  had  just  been  aban- 
doned. By  good  fortune,  this  opened  up  for  the  next  season's 
work  a  new  collection  of  waste  material  which  had  evidently  been 
buried  in  a  pit,  which  on  later  development  proved  to  have  been 
about  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  about  eight  feet  in  width,  being 
dug  down  from  the  two  ends  to  a  depth  of  about  six  feet  in  the 
center. 

The  material  in  this  pit  proved  to  be  of  considerable  interest, 
although  the  numbered  buttons  found  therein  were  few,  and  those 
that  were  discovered  were  mostly  too  far  decayed  for  preserva- 
tion. At  the  lowest  part  of  the  pit  was  what  remained  of  a  walnut 
plank,  about  five  feet  long.  On  this  lay  a  broken  bayonet,  adher- 
ing to  the  rust  around  the  blade  of  which  was  a  leaden  bullet. 

Dr.  Edward  Hagaman  Hall  aided  during  1912  in  the  explora- 
tion of  this  place,  and  quite  a  number  of  objects  were  found  which 
were  worth  preservation ;  among  which  was  a  double-headed  bar- 
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shot  of  the  smallest  size  yet  discovered,  being  only  eleven  inches 
long,  with  heads  of  three  and  a  half  inches  diameter,  weighing 
complete,  after  cleaning,  only  four  pounds  seven  ounces.  An  offi- 
cer's silver  button  in  very  good  condition  of  the  45th  Regiment  * 
was  found,  and  at  a  point'  nea,rest  to  the  original  excavation,  a 
button  of  the  TGth  Highlanders,  thus  evidencing  the  use  of  the 
dumping  places  by  the  regiments  in  the  Barracks.  An  object  of 
rather  unusual  character  was  a  hrass  stock-plate  of  a  musket, 
bearing  the  rack-number  278. 

This  pit  yielded  a  number  of  complete  bowls  of  English  clay 
pipes,  several  of  which  have  interesting  varieties  of  the  recog- 
nized trade-marks,  such  as  one  with  the  familiar  initials  "  T.  D." 
but  placed  in  a  cartouche  design.  These  pipes,  from  their  prox- 
imity to  the  two  regimental  buttons  referred  to,  were  most  likely 
used  by  soldiers  of  those  regiments,  and  a  small  brownish  colored 
pipe,  having  about  four  inches  of  the  stem  intact,  bearing  on  one 
side  an  unusual  trade-mark  "  D.  G."  was  thought  to  have  been 
Hessian,  as  were  undoubtedly  several  of  the  plain  buttons  which 
were  found  in  the  pit. 

A  one-pound  cannon  ball,  (the  size  used  in  the  little  field  gun 
known  as  the  "Amusette  "  used  by  the  Hessian  Jagers,)  with 
many  bullets,  buck-shot,  miisket  flints,  pike  butt  points  and  belt 
buckles,  contributed  to  the  military  character  of  the  rest  of  the 
debris  with  which  the  pit  was  liberally  filled,  such  as  the  layers 
of  wood  ash,  in  which  were  many  large  meat  bones,  the  skulls  of 
cattle  and  of  sheep,  broken  bottles,  table  glass  and  chinaware. 

One  of  the  interesting  objects  discovered  was  a  little  oval  seal, 
which  under  the  magnifying  glass  disclosed  the  word  "  Libei"ty  " 
engraved  across  its  face,  in  reverse.  ISTear  this  was  another  small 
lilue  glass  seal,  or  perhaps  an  ornament  from  a  cuff  link,  which 
bears  in  part  the  words  Bill  of  Rights."  These  inscriptions 
rather  pointedly  indicate  objects  cast  away  or  lost  by  the  Ameri- 
can occupants  of  the  Barracks.  After  this  pit  was  cleared  out, 
some  further  attempts  were  made  to  excavate  further  at  the  north 

*  The  Forty-fifth  regiment  of  Foot  was  comnnandod  by  Colonel  Haviland, 
and  after  service  in  Boston,  and  at  tlie  Battle  of  Brooklyn  and  the  Phila- 
delphia campaign,  it  was  retiirnrd  in  1778  to  England  in  a  truly  decimated 
condition,  barely  100  strong.  From  the  number  of  these  buttons  found  at  this 
place,  it  is  most  probable  they  were  disposed  of  not  later  than  1778. 
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end  of  the  deep  trencli  in  the  middle  of  the  Beekman  property. 
The  depth  to  which  it  was  necessary  to  dig  was  about  five  feet, 
and  the  difficulty  of  clearing  the  surface  was  increased  by  a  large 
collection  of  modem  rubbish.  The  line  of  bricks  and  stones  was 
found  to  continue,  and  below  it  broken  bottles  and  barrel  hoops, 
many  bricks  and  some  signs  of  burnt  materials.  The  ground  was 
very  wet  and  the  ironwork  heavily  coated  with  rust.  A  lump  of 
rusty  clay  of  undistinguishable  shape,  on  being  broken  open,  dis- 
closed the  pointed  end  of  a  bayonet,  and  another  similar  lump 
contained  a  fragment  of  a  musket  barrel.  Bullets  and  gun-flints 
were  comparatively  scarce,  though  several  were  found  near  a  large 
plain  copper  button,  and  such  pewter  buttons  as  were  discovered 
were  too  far  decayed  for  identification.  There  was,  however,  quite 
a  variety  of  pipe  bowls,  one  having  the  head  and  antlers  of  a  deer 
embossed  on  it. 
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XI 

THE  HESSIAN  HUT  CAMP 

The  high  bank  of  the  west  side  of  Bennett  Avenue  cut  by  the 
street  grading  was  later  examined,  and  on  its  upper  margin,  about 
two  feet  below  the  surface,  a  fireplace  was  found,  over  the  hearth 
of  which  numerous  red  bricks  Avere  piled,  which  had  evidently 
formed  paTt  of  the  construction  of  a  chimney.  The  floor  was  the 
usual  packed  and  discolored  dirt.  In  front  of  the  hearth  lay  the 
greater  part  of  a  bowl  of  Leeds  creamware,  also  a  couple  of  bullets, 
fragments  of  coarse  pottery,  some  forged  nails.,  and  strange  to 
say,  a  small  Indian  arrow-point  of  war  pattern. 

The  fireplace  was  constructed  in  a  rather  unusual  form,  being 
quite  rectangular.  It  was  30  inches  square,  made  of  large  stones, 
accurately  set  in  sand  beds;  and  the  hearth  itself  and  an  equal 
space  in  front  of  it  were  floored  with  flat  stones.  It  was  so  good 
a  piece  of  construction  work  that  a  drawing  was  made  of  its 
details,  and  the  whole  of  the  stones  were  marked  and  removed  to 
the  Headquarters  House,  in  the  hope  that  some  opportunity  of  its 
reconstruction  in  the  grounds  might  be  found,  as  a  reminder  of 
the  hut  camp  of  the  Hessian  garrison. 

Due  north,  and  about  25  feet  from  this  hut,  was  another,  the 
floor  of  which  was  of  hard  beaten  sand,  extending  about  12  feet 
north  and  south.  Only  a  small  fireplace  was  found  in  it,  formed 
of  rude  stones,  with  ashes  on  the  hearth,  and  a  pot  hook  and  a 
few  bullets  and  plain  buttons  on  the  floor  surface.  It  appeared 
to  be  Hessian,  and  to  have  been  occupied  by  common  soldiers. 

AVith  such  objective  information  now  before  us,  we  can  the 
better  appreciate  the  record  of  life  in  the  Hut  Camp  which  is 
graphically  portrayed  in  the  diary  of  von  Krafft.  One  of  his 
earliest  notes  records  the  interesting  fact  that  the  Hut  Camp  was 
in  1778  occupied  by  men  of  the  regiments  of  von  Knyphausen, 
of  von  Lossberg,  and  of  Rail,  who  had  been  at  that  time  exchanged 
from  the  captivity  into  which  a  majority  of  them  fell  at  Trenton. 
It  was  those  three  regiments,  with  the  Wutgenau,  that  had  borne 
the  heaviest  share  of  the  fighting  in  the  assault  and  capture  of 
Fort  AVashington  in  November,  1776,  and  the  men  of  the  two 
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latter  corps  had  formed  the  line  between  which  the  American 
garrison  gave  up  their  colors  and  laid  down  their  arms.  It  is 
not  improbable,  moreover,  that  the  Hessians  were  the  first  to 
occupy  the  barracks  or  huts  when  these  were  vacated  by  the 
American  forces,  and  thus  gave  to  the  camp  the  designation  by 
which  von  Krafft  described  it,  a  connection  which  local  tradition 
has  also  preserved  in  the  name  of  the  Hessian  Spring,"  by  which 
their  necessary  supply  of  drinking  water  was  provided. 

On  July  9,  17Y8,  these  regiments  removed  from  the  camp,  and 
it  was  occupied  by  British  troops  until  ISTovember  of  that  year, 
when  the  von  Trumbach  and  von  Donop  Regiments  again  marched 
to  the  Heights. 

Some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  hut  camp  is  gained  from  the 
fact  that  the  accommodation  in  the  huts  was  found  to  be  insuffi- 
cient for  both  regiments,  so  that  the  von  Donop  Regiment  was 
retired  to  another  place  until  December  1,  1778,  when  the  von 
Trumbach  Regiment  having  vacated  the  huts,  they  marched  in 
to  their  occupancy  for  the  winter  season.  In  von  Eelking's  his- 
tory we  are  told  the  Hessian  huts  were  nine  in  number  for  each 
company. 

Von  Krafft  tells  us  that  the  huts  turned  out  to  afford  but  poor 
shelter  for  wintry  weather  and  "  so  small  that  they  had  to  be 
enlarged." 

On  December  10  there  came  on  a  storm,  "  a  cru-el  rain  and 
wind,"  and  "  the  water  leaked  in  through  everywhere  "  into  the 
frail  shelters  to  the  discomfort  of  the  wretched  occupants.  "  Be- 
sides it  was  very  cold,  but  one  could  not  keep  a  fire  on  account 
of  the  smoke  from  the  wind  and  water,  nor  was  it  possible  to  sleep 
dry  under  our  blankets."  It  was  so  bitter  an  experience  that  he 
adds:  "May  a  special  mercy  of  God  keep  me  amidst  so  many 
evils,  and  all  the  others  too  in  good  health."  After  another  storm 
three  days  later  "  some  of  the  huts  caved  in,  owing  to  the  bad 
ground  "  and  the  "  astonishing  wind  and  rain." 

To  add  to  their  sufferings  the  unfortunate  fellows  were  short 
of  food.  It  was  a  fact  rare  enough  to  be  noted  when  they  got 
bread  in  place  of  rice  and  the  allowance  of  spruce  beer  was  doled 
out  only  at  distant  intervals,  and  "  Rations  were  supplied  with 
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great  irregularity."  The  commissariat  appears  to  have  been  de- 
ranged by  the  non-arrival  of  supplies  from  England  and  fre^h 
meat  was  scarce,  and  if  served  out  at  all,  an  equivalent  was 
deducted  in  the  butter,  peas  and  rum  which  were  supposed  to  form 
the  rest  of  the  ration. 

The  river  was  at  this  time  so  frozen  over  that  no  supplies  could 
be  brought  that  way  from  New  York,  and  no  wagons  were  sent 
"  no  one  knowing  the  reason."  So  the  Christmas  of  1778  dawned 
upon  hungry  soldiers,  and  to  get  even  a  little  loaf  of  bread  to  eat 
the  Sergeant  had  to  get  an  orderly  to  go  beyond  the  King's 
Eedoubt  on  Fordham  Heights  "  to  the  English  Bakery  "  where 
he  purchased  a  loaf  of  white  bread  weighing  a  German  pound 
for  one  English  shilling,  51/2  pence,  and  also  some  potatoes."  The 
straits  to  which  the  men  were  put  is  demonstrated  by  this  little 
episode,  in  which  the  orderly,  out  of  devotion  to  his  superior, 
risked  the  danger  of  being  caught  by  the  American  outposts. 

This  appears  to  have  been  the  only  cheer  of  his  first  Christmas 
Eve  on  the  Heights  and  as  he  says,  "  anyone  can  easily  imagine 
what  meditations  this  caused." 

At  da-wn  on  Christmas  Day,  while  going  aroimd  the  hut  camp 
to  wake  his  men,  he  stepped  upon  a  loose  barrel-hoop,  fell  over 
a  log,  and  cut  his  shin  with  the  hoop.  Evidently  the  hoops  lay 
scattered  around  the  camp,  as  the  many  samples  which  have  been 
found  on  this  and  other  camp  sites  go  to  show.  They  answered 
all  sorts  of  purposes,  being  nsed  for  making  hooks  to  hang  the 
pots  over  the  camp  fires,  and  others  to  form  fire  tongs,  broilers 
and  kettle  handles.  In  spite  of  his  painful  injury  the  Sergeant 
persisted  in  going  on  duty  to  Inwood  Hill,  and  doctored  his  leg 
by  putting  rum  and  soap  on  the  wound.  This  curious  amateur 
remedy  resulted  in  inflammation  which  gradually  increased  until 
he  was  finally  obliged  to  go  on  the  sick  list,  so  that  he  spent  a 
whole  month  in  the  hut  camp  without  doing  any  active  duty.  Here 
he  experienced  privations  due  to  the  continued  shortage  of  provi- 
sions. Flour,  mixed  with  oaten  groats,  was  all  that  was  available 
with  a  few  peas  and  a  gill  of  rum  at  distant  intervals.  The  very 
appearance  of  "  the  miserable  bread  "  scared  the  hungry  soldiers. 
"  How  frightened  we  all  were  when  we  saw  it,  and  what  _terrible 
stomach-aches  we  had  after  eating  only  a  little  of  it,  for  it  was 
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Bothmg  but  oat  grits  which  it  was  impossible  to  bake  through. 
It  weighed  very  heavy  and  with  the  same  weight  it  lay  in  our 
stomachs.  Great  as  our  delight  had  been  to  get  it,  equally  great 
were  our  pains  and  curses  after  eating  it."  Three  measures  of 
the  groats  went  to  one  measure  of  com  meal,  "  the  stuff  being 
already  haK  spoiled  and  hardly  fit  to  eat."  The  excuse  was  made 
that  the  fleet  with  the  money  and  provisions  for  the  army  had 
been  captured  by  the  Trench,  but  it  was  stated,  for  their  assurance, 
that  the  bakers  in  the  city  had  been  commanded  to  stop'  baking 
and  to  keep  their  flour  for  the  army. 

Though  the  last  day  of  that  year  dawned  on  the  Hut  Camp  "  as 
beautiful  a  day  as  ever  it  could  be  in  spring,"  the  hungry  Ser- 
geant could  not  enjoy  it.  "All  the  worse,  however,"  he  says,  "  for 
the  stomach,  because  there  was  little  to  be  procured  for  it." 

But  just  as  he  made  his  last  entry  for  the  year,  news  arrived 
that  some  of  the  provision  fleet  had  got  into  the  harbor,  so  the 
hungry  men  of  the  von  Donop  spent  the  last  hours  of  the  old 
year  in  the  Hut  Camp  discussing  the  "  joyful  news." 

The  men  of  this  regiment  were  moved  into  tents  in  June,  1779, 
on  account  of  the  outbreak  of  camp  fever,  but  came  back  to  their 
quarters  a  couple  of  months  later,  only  to  suffer  more  severely 
than  ever  from  the  "  veritable  epidemic,"  which  they  communi- 
cated to  such  of  the  unfortunate  residents  as  still  dung  to  their 
homes  in  the  vicinity.  The  tents  were  pitched  to  the  north  of  the 
Fort  probably  on  the  line  of  Elwood  Street,  east  of  Broadway. 
The  Hut  Camp  was  in  October,  1779,  occupied  by  the  Erb  Prinz 
Regiment,  one  of  the  crack  Hessian  corps.  After  their  removal, 
it  is  probable  that  some  of  the  British  corps  of  whose  occupancy 
traces  have  now  been  found,  occupied  the  camp  until  October, 
1780,  when  the  von  Donop  Regiment  again  returned  to  the  huts, 
and  von  Krafft's  record  of  events  again  related  to  life  on  the 
Heights.  During  the  particularly  severe  winter  season  of  1779, 
there  is  no  doubt  the  men  of  all  the  camps  must  have  suffered 
severely  from  lack  of  sufficient  firewood. 

The  appearance  of  the  locality  in  1780  is  described  by  the 
Hessian  officer  as  having  greatly  changed.  "  The  whole  neigh- 
borhood was,  in  comparison  with  last  year,  quite  unrecognizable, 
the  woods  and  bushes  having  been  cut  away."    So  completely 
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had  the  military  demand  for  fire-wood  the  previous  winter  used 
up  all  available  timber  on  the  Heights,  that  not  a  tree  or  bush 
remained,  and  all  necessary  firewood,  with  lumber  for  constructive 
purposes,  had  to  be  obtained  with  much  difficulty  from  Morrisania. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  Hut  Camp  on  this  occasion,  several 
companies  of  the  regiment  drew  lots  for  their  occupancy  of  the 
shelters,  and  the  Lieutenant  Colonel's  Company,  which  was  that 
in  which  von  Krafft  served,  was  allotted  huts  "  on  a  difierent  hill 
from  last  year."  This  reference  is  significant,  indicating  that 
other  huts  may  have  been  located  on  the  terraced  spaces,  which 
mark  the  hillside  to  the  present  time. 

The  garrison  of  Fort  Washington  was  at  that  time  composed 
of  the  57th,  the  76th,  and  80th  British  regiments,  a  statement 
confirmed  by  the  presence  of  the  buttons  of  those  corps  found  at 
this  place,  as  well  as  several  of  the  "  R.  P.."  or  Eoyal  Provincials, 
a  Tory  corps  which  also  did  service  there  at  the  same  time  and 
the  buttons  of  which  have  been  found  on  every  camp  site  in  the 
vicinity.* 

It  was  at  this  time  that  von  Krafft  gave  to  his  Colonel  the 
"  perspective  situation  plan,"  the  sketches  for  which  he  had  made 
at  Fort  George  in  1779,  and  which  he  says  he  drew  in  the  month 
of  January,  1781,  "  in  the  Hut  Camp  at  Fort  Knyphausen."  (See 
page  381  preceding  and  plate  34.) 

AVe  get  some  insight  into  the  rough  manners  and  habits  of  the 
life  which  went  on  in  the  Hut  Camp  in  that  period  from  further 
entries  in  his  diary.  On  the  Feast  of  St.  John,  the  24th  of  June, 
1781,  the  men  in  the  camp  made  merry  and  had  music,  and  von 
Krafft  stood  by  and  laughed  at  their  dances  and  antics,  and 
moralized  between  times  over  their  recklessness. 

The  immoral  character  of  the  women  about  the  camp  was  con- 
spicuous, and  the  men  to  whom  they  were  nominally  married  were 
in  many  cases  the  husbands  of  others.  As  an  instance,  he  tells  of 
a  soldier  of  the  38th  British  regiment,  a  corps  whose  buttons  have 

*  The  Royal  Provincial  Corps  was  the  last  relic  of  provincialism  in  the 
United  States.  The  regiment  was  raised  by  Colonel  Robinson  and  is  some- 
times referred  to  as  "  Robinson's  Provincial  Corps,"  and  was  also  known  aa 
the  "  Loyal  Americans."  It  is  most  probable  that  the  "  R.  P."  buttons 
stand  for  the  "  Royal  Provincials "  or  Robinson's  Provincials.  Von  Krafft 
refers  to  them  as  the  "  R.  P.  Corps." 
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been  found  at  this  site,  who  had  deceived  the  chaplain  of  the 
von  Donop  Regiment  into  performing  a  marriage  ceremony 
betvpeen  him  and  a  vpoman  whose  acquaintance  he  had  made  on 
the  streets  only  a  few  hours  before,  and  whom  he  had,  by  similar 
misrepresentations  to  his  officers,  received  permission  to  marry. 

He  tells  of  one  of  the  sergeants  of  the  same  corps,  a  reckless  and 
handsome  young  fellow  who  had  been  through  no  less  than  sixteen 
such  false  ceremonies  by  hoodwinking  his  officers,  and  by  deceiving 
various  English  and  German  chaplains  into  performance  of  the 
ceremonies,  and  that  the  rascal  told  the  narrator  that  "  he  hoped 
to  do  so  often  again  before  making  up  his  mind  to  take  the  last 
one  in  real  earnest." 

The  Hessian  occupants  of  the  Hut  Camp,  with  characteristic 
German  industry,  cultivated  the  ground  between  their  rows  of  huts, 
and  von  Krafft  says  he  had  two  patches  near  his  hut  in  which  he 
raised  almost  all  the  necessary  vegetables  from  seeds  procured 
in  the  city."  So  great  was  the  demand  for  such  products  that 
they  could  have  been  sold  for  "  a  handsome  sum  in  Thalers,"  if 
their  owners  had  been  willing  to  part  with  them. 

On  a  second  occasion  the  camp  became  the  headquarters  of 
returned  prisoners,  when  it  sheltered  the  men  of  the  Hanau  corps, 
a  regiment  which  had  taken  part  in  the  ill-fated  expedition  of 
Burgoyne,  and  was  gradually  reformed  out  of  exchanged  men. 

In  these  and  other  records  of  the  period,  aided  by  the  traditions 
of  the  old  residents,  a  partial  story  of  life  in  the  Hut  Camp 
was  already  available,  but  definiteness  has  been  added  to  the  tale, 
and  the  historical  character  of  the  locality  has  been  determined  by 
the  discoveries  of  military  objects  and  other  indications,  simple  in 
character  though  they  be,  which  have  been  described,  establishing 
beyond  a  doubt  the  site  and  occupancy  of  the  Hut  Camp  and  the 
Barracks  of  the  garrisons  of  Fort  Washington. 
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XII 

LAUREL  HILL,  LATER  FORT  GEORGE 

Few  of  those  who  frequent  the  resorts  which  of  recent  years 
have  sprung  into  existence  around  the  summit  of  the  conspicuous 
headland  locally  known  as  Fort  George,  have  any  realization  that 
they  are  u^on  the  ground  which  at  one  time  formed  one  of  the 
most  formidable  fortifications  of  the  period  of  the  Revolution; 
and  was  also  the  scene  of  one  of  the  most  severe  hand  to  hand 
fights  of  that  very  interesting  period. 

The  once  beautiful  and  still  interesting  hillside,  which  in  the 
days  of  the  early  Dutch  occupation  was  called  the  Ronde-Vly-Berg, 
or  Round  meadow  hill,  had  become  known  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolution  as  Laurel  Hill,  apparently  from  the  growth  of  ever- 
green hushes  which  fringed  the  steep  and  wooded  slopes.  It  was 
natural,  therefore,  that  this  name  should  be  applied  to  the  works 
of  defense  constructed  upon  the  summit  by  the  Pennsylvania 
troops,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1776,  and  that  the  name  should 
thereafter  he  continued  in  general  use  until  the  construction  of 
the  commanding  fortifications  in  1781—2  led  to  the  designation 
under  the  more  imposing  title,  which,  strange  to  say,  has  clung  to 
the  locality  to  this  late  date. 

The  American  fortifications  consisted  of  a  series  of  small 
redoubts  following  the  natural  lines  of  the  rocky  summit,  prac- 
tically upon  the  contour  of  the  present  Fort  George  Avenue,  and 
consisting  merely  of  developments  of  the  natural  defensive  features 
of  the  hill,  the  base  of  which  was  bathed  by  the  waters  of  the 
Half-Creek  and  of  the  Harlem  river. 

In  the  early  hours  of  the  day  on  which  the  momentous  assault 
was  made  upon  the  position  of  Fort  Washington,  the  men  com- 
posing the  force  known  as  the  "  Flying  Camp  of  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  "  were  aroused  to  the  defense  of  this  part  of  the  ITeights 
by  a  heavy  fire  from  the  British  field  artillery  placed  on  the  site 
of  what  afterwards  became  known  as  "  Fort  No.  8  "  on  University 
Heights,  and  a  short  time  thereafter,  through  the  misty  rain  of 
that  raw  ISTovember  morning,  they  saw  the  advance,  from  the 
direction  of  Fordham  upon  the  Harlem  river,  of  a  flotilla  of  flat 
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boats  loaded  to  the  gunwales,  with  the  picked  and  active  men  of 
the  British  Brigade  of  Light  Infantry. 

Landing  in  the  Half-Creek,  near  the  present  Durando's  Hotel 
on  the  Speedway,  the  advancing  parties  of  the  attacking  troops 
charged  up  the  hill,  and  met  in  hand-to-hand  conflict  the  men  of 
Chester,  Cumberland  and  Bucks  Counties,  under  the  command  of 
William  Baxter.  The  fighting  was  fierce  if  brief,  and  the  bayonet 
won  the  day.  Some  of  those  whose  lives  were  sacrificed  in  its 
defense  received  a  hasty  burial  at  the  hands  of  their  opponents, 
upon  the  ground  which  they  had  defended,  and  the  burying  place 
of  Baxter  was  recalled  at  the  time  of  the  construction  of  the 
Schultheis  Casino,  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  Fort  George  Avenue, 
at  196th  Street,  where  a  number  of  human  bones  were  disturbed 
by  the  workmen  at  a  point  where  two  rough  head-stones  marked 
a  grave.  Of  these  remains  only  one  leg  bone  was  preserved  by 
F,  W.  Hofele,  and  is  now  in  the  museum  at  the  Headquarters 
House. 

The  commanding  position  of  Laurel  Hill  evidently  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  British  military  authorities  thereafter,  and  the 
little  fortification  of  Laurel  Hill  was  extended  and  strengthened. 
Flanked  by  deep  valleys  and  fringed  by  the  marshes  of  the  Dyck- 
man  tract,  by  the  Sherman  Creek  and  the  winding  river.  Laurel 
Hill  became  a  central  position  for  defense  against  anticipated 
attacks  from  Westchester  County,  and  a  vast  amount  of  labor  was 
evidently  expended  upon  the  construction  of  a  series  of  fortifica- 
tions during  the  succeeding  and  final  years  of  the  Revolutionary 
period. 

On  the  northerly  margin  of  the  hilltop  there  was  erected,  prior 
to  1779,  a  block-house,  which  stood  apparently  just  where  the 
present  Casino  building  is  perched.  This  was  a  construction  of  the 
form  familiar  in  those  days,  composed  of  heavy  timbers  with  an 
upper  chamber  overhanging  the  lower  portion,  pierced  with  open- 
ings through  which  muskets  could  be  discharged  upon  an  enemy 
below. 

The  building  is  shovm  upon  the  drawing  made  by  von  Krafft  in 
1779,*  and  was  hastily  dismantled  in  July  of  that  year  and 


*  Plate  34. 
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shipped  off  to  Stony  Point,  after  the  capture  of  the  latter  position 
by  the  American  forces. 

A  considerable  fortification  took  its  place  which  temporarily 
received  the  name  of  Fort  Clinton,  a  title  which  alternated  with 
the  original  name  of  the  hill.  The  works  of  Fort  Clinton  were 
eventually  extended  around  the  upper  portion  of  the  hill,  approxi- 
mately on  the  line  of  Fort  George  and  Amsterdam  Avenues  about 
1780. 

The  next  constructive  step  undertaken  was  the  connection  of  the 
fort  by  a  chain  of  breastworks  and  redoubts,  extending  down  into 
the  valley  on  the  west  and  up  to  the  Mount  Washington  hillside  to 
a  connection  with  Fort  Tryon.  The  chain  of  works  was  known  as 
the  "  Line  of  Circumvallation  "  or  Barrier.  The  point  at  which 
this  line  crossed  King's  Bridge  Road  was  provided  with  an 
entrance  known  as  the  "  Barrier  Gate,"  which  stood  on  Broadway 
near  the  line  of  the  present  Sowerby  cottage,  just  south  of  Hill- 
view  Avenue. 

This  elaborate  system  of  military  construction  was  a  result  of 
the  abandonment  of  the  outlying  fortifications  on  Spuyten  Duyvil 
and  King's  Bridge  hills.  Within  the  line  of  defense  thus  formed, 
a  great  camp,  frequently  referred  to  as  the  "  Laurel  Hill  Camp,^' 
was  formed  and  was  certainly  occupied  during  the  rest  of  the 
Eevolution,  as  shown  by  numerous  relics  of  military  life  which 
have  been  found  upon  its  area,  and  which  have  afforded  practical 
evidence  of  its  extent  and  its  importance. 

The  encampment  appears  to  have  been  located  with  particular 
reference  to  a  water  supply  capable  of  providing,  at  any  rate  to 
some  extent,  the  needs  of  the  large  body  of  men  who  must  from 
time  to  time  have  occupied  the  place,  the  center  of  which  was 
approximately  the  line  of  191st  Street  and  Audubon  Avenue. 
Here  a  spring  of  water,  traces  of  which  existed  until  a  very  recent 
date,  emerged  in  a  hollow  in  the  hilltop,  and  flooding  an  area  of 
marshy  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  190th  Street,  overflowed  east  and 
west  in  the  form  of  small  brooks  to  the  valleys  below. 

The  marshy  space,  which  has  now  been  tilled  into  a  fruitful 
truck  garden,  has  yielded  a  considerable  number  of  military  objects 
evidencing  the  occupation  of  the  immediate  vicinity  by  a  large 


434    American  Scenic  and  Historic  Pkeseevation  Society 

garrison,  some  of  whora  were  frequently  set  to  labor  upon  erecting 
the  earthworks  already  described,  and  during  the  years  1781  to 
1783  that  still  more  extensive  fortification  which  formed  the  great 
Fort  George,  fragmentary  remains  of  which  may  still  be  traced  in 
part  on  the  ground,  just  north  of  the  Isabella  Heimath  Institu- 
tion. 

One  of  the  interesting  remains  of  the  work  of  the  soldiery  may 
still  be  seen  in  a  well-preserved  angular  redoubt  upon  the  hillside 
a  little  to  the  east  of  Amsterdam  Avenue  on  the  line  of  191st 
Street,  within  full  view  of  the  many  thousands  of  pleasure-seekei's 
who  pass  upon  the  Avenue  to  and  from  the  modem  Fort  George 
resorts. 

It  is  probable  that  the  camp  extended  from  about  the  line  of 
188th  Street  between  Audubon  and  Eleventh  Avenues  to  190th 
Street,  upon  the  margin  of  the  marsh  or  pond,  and  that  another 
encampment  was  placed  upon  the.  high  ground  north  of  191st 
Street.  Very  recent  observations  have  located  some  signs  of 
occupation,  such  as  English  copper  halfpence,  on  the  line  of  189th 
Street,  and  more  may  yet  be  discovered. 

Von  Krafft's  sketch,  drawn  at  a  time  when  he  was  personally 
engaged  in  the  work  upon  the  hill,  gives  a  very  good  idea  of  its 
then  condition.  West  and  south  of  Eort  Clinton  he  indicates  the 
spot  where  he  notes  that  the  huts  were  built  and  occupied  by  (he 
Forty-fourth  Regiment  of  Foot,  whose  discarded  and  lost  buttons 
have  been  found  in  greater  numbers  than  those  of  any  other  corps 
within  the  area  described. 

In  the  grading  of  Eleventh  Avenue  in  the  year  1880,  and  of 
Audubon  Avenue  in  1902,  and  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm  lands 
between  the  two,  a  variety  of  military  buttons  has  come  to  light, 
indicating  the  character  of  the  corps  which  from  time  to  time 
occupied  this  locality,-  and  confirming  the  references  of  von 
Krafft  in  every  instance.  Some  of  these  may  be  objects  lost 
during  the  fierce  if  short  fight  which  took  place  in  the  assault 
of  the  hill  on  November  16,  1776,  in  which  were  engaged  the  men 
of  the  Light  Infantry  and  some  grenadier  companies  of  a  number 
of  regiments.  But  inasmuch  as  this  encounter  must  have  taken 
place  more  upon  the  sides  and  brow  of  the  hill  than  upon  the  level 
upper  portion,  the  discovery  of  the  buttons  upon  the  latter  place 
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cau  iu  general  be  taken  to  indicate  tlie  presence  in  camp  of  the 
regiments  indicated  between  1776  and  1783.  An  exception  may 
be  probably  in  tlie  case  of  a  few  of  such  buttons  found  on  the 
hillsides  to  the  east  of  the  fortification,  such  as  some  of  the  buttons 
now  in  the  collection  of  Inspector  Cortright,  which  include  those 
of  the  King's  Own  or  the  Fourth,  the  ISTorthumberland  Fusiliers, 
the  Welsh  Fusiliers  or  Twenty-third,  and  se^'eral  others.  But- 
inasmuch-  as  the  Lincolnshire  or  Tenth,  the  Thirty-third  and 
the  Forty-second  Royal  Highlanders,  whose  buttons  have  also 
been  discovered  around  this  area,  were  engaged  in  another  part  of 
the  Heights  during  the  assault,  we  may  in  general  regard  these 
indications  of  the  presence  of  the  troops  as  having  been  lost  during 
the  camp  life,  rather  than  during  the  actual  engagements. 

Von  Krafft's  references  to  the  locality  are  somewhat  numerous, 
and  his  information  as  to  the  engineers  who  designed  the  fortifica- 
tions and  his  personal  work  thereon  render  the  few  remaining 
traces  of  military  work  upon  the  hill  particularly  interesting. 

The  chief  engineer  charged  with  the  construction  of  Fort  Clinton 
and  its  related  works  was  a  Lieutenant  named  Marshall,  of  the 
60th  Loyal  American  Regiment,  and  his  active  assistant  was 
Lieutenant  Sproule  of  the  16th  Regiment  of  Foot,  which  latter 
corps  was  camped  on  the  hill  sometime  prior  to  the  month  of 
March,  1781,  and  vacated  their  quarters  there  on  the  fourth  of 
that  month. 

It  is  evident  that  the  44th  Foot  Regiment  was  for  a  consider- 
able period  in  occupation  of  the  camp,  and  undoubtedly  took  a 
large  part  in  the  construction  of  the  works  as  early  as  1778.  On 
the  23rd  of  August  in  this  year  it  marched  out  of  the  huts  and 
was  replaced  by  three  companies  of  the  Hessian  Regiment  of 
Prinz  Carl,  which  had  been  temporarily  encamped  near,  probably 
to  the  south  of  190th  Street. 

In  the  year  1778,  the  44th  provided  working  parties  consisting 
of  a  sub-officer  and  twenty-five  men,  who  worked  with  larger 
details  from  the  57th  (West  Middlesex)  Regiment,  upon  the  line 
of  "  Circumvallation."  The  history  of  the  44th  is  interesting 
inasmuch  as  the  regiment  saw  considerable  service  and  received  its 
full  share  of  hard  luck.    Sailing  for  ITorth  America  in  May,  1775, 
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the  44tli  Eegiment  arrived  in  Boston  in  time  to  participate  in 
the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  After  its  arrival  in  New  York,  it  was 
engaged  in  the  Battles  of  Long  Island,  White  Plains  and  Fort 
Washington,  The  regiment  was  thereafter  stationed  in  Harlem, 
and  at  one  time  was  so  scattered  that  it  had  one  company  at  New 
York,  seven  at  Hell  Gate,  and  two  at  New  Brunswick.  It  took 
part  in  the  Philadelphia  Campaign  at  the  Brandywine,  at  Ger- 
mantown  and  at  Monmouth,  and  at  the  end  of  1778  was  again 
at  New  York,  having  one  company  at  Fort  Knyphausen,  seven  at 
Laurel  Hill  and  another  at  Jamaica,  Long  Island.  It  was 
embarked  in  September,  1779,  for  Quebec  and  the  fleet  of  which 
its  transports  were  a  part,  was  scattered  by  a  hurricane  and  a 
number  of  vessels  were  lost  with  all  hands  or  captured  by  priva- 
teers. One  of  the  latter  was  the  "  Empress,"  upon  which  were 
several  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment.  On  the  return  of  the  un- 
fortunate expedition,  the  regiment,  "  very  much  injured,"  was 
placed  at  Paulus  Hook,  and  at  that  time  had  been  reduced  to 
539  rank  and  file,  with  thirty  sergeants  and  eighteen  drummers. 
These  figures  appear  in  a  return  which  the  writer  found  among 
General  Robertson's  papers  in  the  Record  Office  in  London,  under 
date  "  15  May,  1780." 

The  regimental  buttons  of  this  corps  are  pewter  of  two  sizes, 
coat  and  sleeve.  The  buttons  have  an  elaborate  design,  consist- 
ing of  the  number  "  44 "  surmounted  by  the  royal  crown  and 
surrounded  by  a  floral  border.    The  pattern  on  the  face  of  the 

44  "  button  is  the  most  nea  tly  executed  amongst  the  great  variety 
of  designs  shown  on  the  military  buttons  of  the  period. 

The  Laurel  Hill  camp  also  sheltered,  among  other  corps,  the 
57th  Regiment  of  Foot,  or  the  West  Middlesex  Regiment,  whose 
buttons  have  so  frequently  been  discovered  in  the  vicinity.  It  is 
possible  that  the  encampments  of  the  different  corps  extended  as- 
far  south  as  184th  Street  and  Wadsworth  Avenue,  at  which  point 
an  officer's  button  of  this  corps  was  found  by  Mr.  Calver. 

Under  date  of  July,  1781,  General  Washington  noted  as  one- 
of  his  observations  upon  his  reconnoitering  expedition,  that  there- 
was  an  encampment  near  Laurel  Hill,  comprising  about  forty-five 
tents  and  huts,  "  which  appear,"  he  says,  "  to  be  inhabited  by,  it 
is  said,  the  '  Fifty-seventh  Regiment.'  "    In  August  of  the  same- 
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year,  this  regiment  was  encamped  on  Laurel  Hill,  and  on  leaving 
at  that  time,  was  replaced  by  two  companies  of  the  Hessian 
Regiment,  the  Jung  Lossberg,  which  had  previously  been  known 
as  the  Mirbach.  On  Thursday,  17th  May,  1781,  during  a  terrific 
thunder  stonn,  a  soldier  of  the  57th,  while  doing  sentry  duty  on 
the  east  side  of  Laurel  Hill,  was  struck  dead  by  lightning,  and 
another  man  at  the  same  time  fell  a  victim,  while  fishing  in  the 
river  below. 

The  57th  provided  men  in  May,  1779,  for  work  upon  the  earth- 
works extending  up  to  Fort  Tryon,  on  the  site  of  which  a  gold 
button  of  an  ofiicer  of  this  regiment  was  discovered. 

The  buttons  of  this  corps  are  large  and  carry  the  old-fashioned 
script  numbers  surrounded  by  a  thin  loop  open  at  the  top,  with 
a  point  or  dot  above  the  opening. 

A  list  of  the  regiments  of  which  buttons  have  been  found  around 
the  Laurel  Hill  camp  site  and  which  are  now  included  in  the  col- 
lection of  Mr.  W.  L.  Calver,  Inspector  Cortright  and  other  minor 
collections,  comprises  a  large  proportion  of  the  British  army : 

2nd  Foot,  Cold  Stream  Guards 
3d,  or  the  Buffs 

4th,  or  King's  Own  Regiment  of  Foot 
10th,  or  Lincolnshire  Regiment  of  Foot 
14th,  or  Buckinghamshire  Regiment  of  Foot 
16th  Regiment  of  Foot 

22d,  or  Manchester  Volunteers  (The  Cheshire  Regiment  after 
1782). 

23  d,  or  Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers 

28  th  Regiment  of  Foot 

33d  —  Comwallis'  Regiment. 

3Gth  —  This  regiment  was  not  here,  but  the  button  indicates 
the  presence  of  a  detached  ofiicer. 
37th  —  Colonel  Coote 
38th  —  Colonel  Pigot 

40th  —  Colonel  John  Hamilton  —  camped  here  in  August,  1783 

42d  —  Highlanders  (Black  Watch) 

43d  —  Colonel  Cary 

44th  — •  Colonel  James  Abercrombie 

46th,  or  South  Devonshire 

49th,  now  the  Royal  Berks 

52d  —  Colonel  Clavering 
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57tli  —  Colonel  Irwine 

63d  —  Colonel  (General)  Thos.  Grant 

64tli  Mnsketeers 

TOth,  or  Surrey  Regiment 

T-ith  Highland  Regiment 

76th  Highland  Regiment 

80th  Royal  Edinburgh  Volunteers 

R.  P.,  or  Royal  Provincial  Regiment 

2d  Americans,  or  Lord  Rawdon's  corps  of  Volunteers  of  Ireland 
The  New  York  Volunteers  —  Lt.  Col.  Turnhull 
The  Royal  Mai-ines 

In  addition  to  the  numbered  military  buttons  a  variety  of  plain 
and  ornamental  buttons,  many  having  a  pewter  loop,  distinguish- 
ing them  from  those  of  the  British  troops,  indicate  the  presence 
of  the  regiments  of  the  Hessian  Army. 

Of  the  militai-y  relics  other  than  buttons  found  in  this  locality, 
a  number  can  be  directly  associated  with  the  assault  on  Port 
Washington,  as  they  consist  of  missiles  evidently  fired  and 
exploded  during  the  engagement.  Of  this  character,  perhaps  the 
most  interesting  is  the  double-headed  navy  bar-shot  found  by  the 
late  F.  W.  Hofele,  with  which  some  of  the  spikes  and  nails  with 
which  it  was  filled  between  its  heads,  were  still  in  contact,  exhibit- 
ing in  a  definite  forai  the  character  of  those  terrible  missiles  of 
destruction,  and  by  comparison  enabling  the  use  to  be  established 
of  some  of  very  similar  spikes  and  nails  found  scattered  over 
many  parts  of  the  Heights.  Portions  of  large  exploded  shells 
have  also  been  found  upon  the  hilltop,  of  size  such  as  fifty  pounds 
weight,  of  which  one  complete  specimen  was  discovered  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Dyckman  Street  below  the  hill,  and  these  Avith 
the  bar-shot  were  in  all  probability  thrown  from  the  guns  of  the 
frigate  "Pearl"  during  the  engagement  of  November  16,  1776; 
that  vessel  having  been  in  action  in  the  early  part  of  that  day  on 
the  Hudson  river,  whence  a  clear  view  is  obtainable  of  the  north- 
erly end  of  Laurel  Hill  between  Mount  Washington  and  Inwood 
Hill. 

Of  smaller  missiles  found  in  this  vicinity,  there  are  several 
sizes  of  grape  and  canister  shot,  cast  balls  of  one  pound  and 
upwards;  some  bearing  signs  of  impact.  Quantities  of  leaden 
bullets  have  been  found,  associated  as  usual  with  the  broken  and 
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lost  gun  fliuts,  and  portions  of  ironwork  of  muskets,  ramrod 
guides  and  bayonet  scabbard  hooks. 

The  camp  tools  are  of  interest.  Among  these  are  several  used 
by  blacksmiths,  and  a  small  swage  or  block  of  the  type  used  for 
splitting  gun-flints.  Part  of  a  sword-blade  was  found  by  Mr. 
Calver,  and  some  of  the  old-style  ramrod  sockets,  indicating  a 
breakage  or  destruction  of  muskets.  The  large  spikes  and  nails, 
some  of  which  have  been  foimd  associated  with  wood  ashes,  may 
have  formed  part  of  the  construction  of  the  huts  of  the  troops. 

Of  personal  relics,  many  curious  objects  have  been  recovered,  ■ 
such  as  cu£F-links  of  officers,  adoraed  with  glass  crystals  mounted 
in  rather  flimsy  gilt  and  silver  settings;  shoe  and  knee  buckles, 
ornamented  and  plain,  and  many  belt  and  harness  buckles,  chains 
and  horseshoes,  the  latter  particularly  around  the  spot  near  190th 
Street  and  Fort  George  Avenue,  where  possibly  the  horses  of  the 
artillery  were  stabled. 

It  was  a  curious  coincidence  that  one  of  the  glass  cuff-links  was 
matched  by  a  mate  found  in  the  valley  below,  among  the  ruins  of 
the  first  house  of  the  Dyckman  family,  at  210th  Street  on  the 
bank  of  the  Harlem  river. 

Broken  earthenware,  china  and  bottles  were  distributed  through- 
out the  soil,  and  two  scraps  of  wine  bottles  are  of  special  interest, 
as  one  bears  a  seal  with  the  name  "  Geo.  Erring-ton  "  and  the  other 
the  initials  "  E.  M.,"  possibly  indicating  the  abstraction  of  the 
bottle,  and  its  contents,  from  the  cellar  of  the  mansion  of  Colonel 
Roger  Morris. 

Trom  every  point  of  view  of  the  conspicuous  summit  of  the 
hill,  on  which  Fort  George  was  built,  a  large  exposed  boulder  can 
still  be  seen,  upon  the  east  side  of  Audubon  Avenue,  on  the  line 
of  191st  Street.  Its  surface  was  much  scored  and  cracked  by 
the  action  of  fire,  and  from  its  base  sprang  and  sprawled  over  it 
an  ancient  apple  tree  forming  a  favorite  shelter  for  many  of  the 
couples  who  roam  over  the  hill  during  the  summer  season.  This 
rock  must  have  stood  very  close  to  the  south  line  of  the  earthwork 
of  the  embankment  of  Fort  George,  probably  at  the  entrance  to  that 
fortification.  On  an  attempt  being  made  to  ascertain  whether  the 
rock  had  been  used  as  a  shelter  for  the  fires  of  the  soldiery,  the 
discovery  was  made  of  a  fireplace  at  the  south  end  of  this  boulder, 
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the  hearthi  of  which  was  laid  carefully  with  red  bricks,  the  back 
composed  of  large  stones.  Around  this  hearth  a  number  of  ob- 
jects, familiar  as  evidences  of  camp  life,  were  found,  such  as 
charcoal,  meat  bones,  broken  bottles,  pot  hooks  and  nails.  And 
within  a  few  feet  lay  a  button  of  the  70th  or  Surrey  Regiment 
of  Foot,  evidencing  the  presence  of  this  regiment,  at  a  date  prob- 
ably later  than  the  completion  of  the  fort. 

Another  fireplace  was  exposed  and  destroyed  by  workmen  grad- 
ing for  Hillside  Avenue,  at  a  point  almost  in  the  center  of  Fort 
Greorge.  This  was  constructed  entirely  of  stones,  and  faced  south- 
west as  in  the  other  instance,  but  was  at  a  level  about  three  feet 
below  the  surounding  surface  and  was  presumed  to  have  been  the 
fireplace  of  a  dug-out  or  sunken  guard-house  or  hut. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  objects  found  on  this  camp  site 
is  a  fine  bronze  belt-plate  bearing  the  embossed  desigTis  of  two 
cannons  crossed  above  a  pile  of  round  shot,  which  was  that  of  one 
of  the  artillerymen  of  the  Hessian  Anspach  Regiment.  The  Hes- 
sian Regiments  were  each  equipped  with  their  own  artillery.  The 
Anspachs  were  taken  at  Yorktown,  and  their  regimental  flag  is 
in  the  Chapel  at  West  Point. 
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XIII 

FORT  TRYON,  OR  FOREST  HILL 

ISTot  less  interesting  than  those  of  the  main  position,  are  the 
remains  of  the  northern  outwork  or  battery,  known  as  Fort  Tryon, 
now  to  be  found  existing  only  in  part,  but  some  of  it  in  excellent 
preservation,  on  private  grounds  on  the  Hudson  side  of  the  valley, 
about  on  the  line  of  196th  Street. 

Its  title,  given  to  it  by  the  British  after  its  capture,  still 
strangely  clings  to  it  ,and  perpetuates  the  memory  of  the  last 
British  or  Colonial  Governor  of  New  York,  Sir  William  Tryon, 
whose  appointment  dated  only  from  1771.  He  was,  during  the 
earlier  part  of  his  tenure  of  office,  extremely  popular,  but  later 
his  conduct  brought  on  him  the  detestation  of  the  patriotic  ele- 
ment, and  his  resignation  in  1778  was  regretted  by  none  but 
vehement  loyalists. 

It  is  certainly  strange  that  among  the  enforced  changes  of 
nomenclature  which  swept  away  from  the  City  nearly  every  title 
of  street  or  locality  that  smacked  of  royalty  or  officialism,  the 
memory  of  this  last  Governor  should  have  been  perpetuated  in  the 
title  of  this  little  fort,  around  and  in  which  so  much  patriotic 
blood  was  shed. 

The  fort  was  ingeniously  designed,  as  were  all  these  fortifica- 
tions, to  take  advantage  of  the  ground.  A  survey,  made  in  1819, 
shows  three  breastworks  of  which  only  one  is  still  traceable. 

At  the  time  of  the  attack  the  defenses  of  this  fortification  con- 
sisted only  of  two  guns,  though  a  third  was  perhaps  brought  up 
during  the  fighting.  The  place  was  defended  by  a  part  of  the 
mixed  regiment  of  those  determined  Virginian  and  Maryland  rifle- 
men, whose  courage  had  saved  the  American  rear  guard  on  Long 
Island,  and  who  were  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Moses  Rawlings, 
serving  under  whom  was  Major  Otho  Holland  Williams.  Their 
gallant  defense  of  the  post  against  a  frontal  attack  by  something 
like  four  thousand  Hessians  forming  the  brigade  under  General 
Knyphausen,  and  the  grenadier  battalion  of  Colonel  Rahl,  which 
division  of  the  German  forces  took  the  westerly  side  or  flank  of 
the  combined  attack,  has  been  frequently  commended  in  history. 
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and  is  worthy  to  rank  as  one  of  the  bravest  achievements  of  the 
War  of  Independence. 

The  breastworks  on  all  sides  of  the  battery  commanded  the 
abrupt  sides  of  this  steep  hill,  the  easiest  access  to  which  was 
directly  from  the  north.  The  importance  as  well  as  the  strength 
of  the  position  was  evident  to  the  attackers,  which  they  would  not 
assault  until  the  British  forces  were  well  advanced  on  the  east, 
and  they  were  also  assisted  by  the  guns  of  His  Majesty's  ship 
"  Pearl,"  which  is  shown  on  Faden's  map  of  the  operations,  headed 
close  in  shore,  evidently  attacking  this  point. 

This  vessel  treated  the  defenders  to  25-pound  round  shot,  chain 
and  bar  shot,  some  of  which  have  been  found  of  recent  years  on 
the  Hudson  side  of  the  bluff,  and  even  on  the  hill  beyond. 

The  force  of  Hessians  must  have  suffered  severely  here,  and 
many  a  relic  of  the  fight  has  been  upturned  when  the  soil  has 
been  disturbed,  and  with  pennies  of  the  Georges,  shot,  muskets, 
bayonets  and  poor  human  relics,  have  been  given  away,  or  are 
in  some  instances  still  held  by  inhabitants  of  these  Heights. 

It  is  sad  to  have  to  observe  that  the  interesting  remains  about 
the  place,  which  existed  only  a  few  years  ago,  have  been  destroyed 
by  the  extensive  regrading  and  building  on  the  property. 

Below  the  line  of  the  fort,  amid  embowering  fern  and  shade, 
there  was  a  deep  well  blasted  out  of  the  rock,  of  the  same  shape 
and  depth  as  that  within  the  lines  of  Fort  Washington,  and  on 
the  face  of  the  bluff  at  the  west  could  be  found,  close  to  another 
well  preserved  portion  of  the  breastworks  overlooking  the  river, 
a  rocky  spring  which  doubtless  supplied  the  garrison  with  water. 

The  rough  hillside  from  Inwood  to  the  fort  was  prepared  in 
anticipation  of  the  attack  from  that  direction,  with  obstructions 
of  felled  timber,  stones  and  brushwood,  and  we  may  picture  th.e 
best  of  the  southern  marksmen  concealed  on  that  ISTovember  day 
in  every  point  of  vantage,  to  contest  or  delay  the  advance.  Very 
well  described  by  Hessian  officers  who  took  part  in  it,  and  especi- 
ally by  Lieutenant  Wiederliold,  who  wrote  an  excellent  account, 
are  the  German  views  of  the  affair.  The  mercenary  forces  were 
brought  over  the  King's  Bridge  in  the  early  dawn  of  that  day, 
at  5.30  a.  m.^  and  were  massed  in  two  columns,  awaiting  the  order 
to  advance.    The  right  comprised  two  divisions,  one  composed  of 
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the  battalion  of  Grenadiers  under  command  of  Colonel  Rahl,  after- 
wards to  die  by  an  American  bullet  at  Trenton,  and  the  otlier 
under  the  direction  of  Baron  Wilhelm  von  Knyphausen,  second  in 
command  of  the  Hessian  division.  The  left  was  placed  under 
the  orders  of  Major  General  Schmidt,  and  they  advanced  along 
the  then  line  of  the  Post  Road,  on  the  margin  of  the  Harlem 
River. 

All  the  .Hessian  columns  stood  at  attention  while  the  British 
force,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  advanced  on  Laurel 
Llill  or  Fort  George.  For  nearly  five  hours  the  Hessians  stood 
under  arms,  and  not  until  it  was  seen  that  Cornwallis  had  obtained 
a  lodgment,  did  their  order  come  to  advance.  Between  10  and 
11  o'clock  the  men  under  Rahl  were  marched  foinvard  and  wheeled 
to  the  right  and  advanced  round  the  south  side  of  Spuyten  Duyvil 
Creek  to  Inwood  Hill,  on  the  summit  of  which,  overlooking  Spuy- 
ten Duyvil,  a  small  outwork,  known  to  the  Americans  as  the 

Cockhill  Fort,"  had  been  erected. 

Xo  description  of  this  part  of  the  affair  can  be  found  but  it 
may  be  presumed,  after  clearing  the  little  force  of  defenders, 
described  as  "  a  few  men,"  out  of  this  fort,  or  perhaps  putting 
them  all  to  the  sword,  this  force  turned  west  and  marched  along 
the  Hudson  parallel  to  the  force  under  Knyphausen,  which  in  the 
meantime  had  advanced  across  the  marshes  to  near  Dyckman 
Street. 

Knyphausen's  column  appears  to  have  undertaken  the  toughest 
part  of  the  work.  They  made  for  the  valley  between  Inwood  Hill 
and  the  end  of  Mount  Washington  where  Dyckman  Street  now 
runs  to  what  used  to  be  known  as  Tubby  Hook.  Crossing  the  low- 
land, they  had  to  wade  the  marshy  meadows,  and  then,  led  by 
their  General  in  person,  they  charged  the  thickets  of  the  precipi- 
tous hill,  where,  behind  every  point  of  cover,  the  Virginian  rifle- 
men lay  waiting  for  them  to  come  within  range.  Over  felled  trees 
and  brushwood,  piled  stones  and  thickets,  the  men  Avere  urged 
by  their  officers,  Knyphausen  himself  tearing  down  obstructions 
with  his  own  hands,  and  showing  such  conspicuous  daring  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight,  that  Lient.  Wiederhold  declared  it  was 
"  wonderful  that  he  came  off  without  being  killed  or  wounded." 
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We  get  a  glimpse  of  the  defenders,  who,  says  the  narrator,  lay 
snugly  behind  trees,  bushes,  stone  walls  and  rocks,  shooting  at 
long  range,  and  then  running  back  to  fresh  cover.  The  Germans 
were  no  match  for  such  shooting,  to  which  they  could  make  no 
effective  reply,  and  their  only  success  lay  in  rushing  the  positions 
while  the  defenders  were  reloading  in  the  tedious  manner  their 
old-fashioned  weapons  required.  Many  of  the  defenders  must 
have  been  dead  shots,  but  a  turkey-rifle  is  a  poor  weapon  in  hand 
to  hand  fighting,  and  to  these  marksmen  no  quarter  was  given  by 
Hessians  or  British,  for  as  a  matter  of  course  in  those  days  "  A 
rifleman  is  not  entitled  to  any  quarter."  This  treatment  extended 
not  only  to  those  riflemen  "  in  the  woods,"  but  also  "  in  the  out- 
works," and  the  statement  confirms  the  story  of  the  bloody  scene 
that  took  place  in  the  little  fort,  when  the  rush  of  invaders  swept 
over  its  ramparts.  A  bent  and  rusty  bayonet  was  disinterred  at 
Fort  Tryon  on  the  line  of  the  defence.  It  does  not  need  much 
imagination  to  picture  the  work  in  which  that  bayonet  may  have 
been  used  as  its  owner  forced  his  way  with  it  over  the  ramparts, 
when  Rahl,  crying  "  Forward,  all  my  Grenadiers,"  led  the  Hes- 
sians in  their  last  and  successful  charge. 

The  fighting  became  very  desperate,  but  the  result  was  inevi- 
table when  the  majority  with  the  bayonet  got  to  close  qtiarters. 
But  so  stubbornly  did  the  Southerners  contest  each  point,  that 
when  finally  driven  up  on  the  level  ground  behind  the  Fort,  the 
assailers  and  assailed  were  "  all  mingled  in  a  mass,  rushing 
towards  the  Fort."  This  was  the  scene  which  was  visible  to  Wash- 
ington from  the  Palisades  across  the  river.  The  excited  Hessians 
were  no  doubt  striking  down  their  opponents  armed  or  unarmed, 
and  the  location  where  this  melee  took  place  is  the  only  spot  open 
enough  for  such  a  scene  to  have  been  visible  from  the  heights  of 
the  western  bluffs.  The  commander  of  this  force  had  at  this 
juncture  a  superhuman  task. 

Safi^ell  relates  that  Lt.  Colonel  Eawlings  was  at  some  part 
of  the  engagement  at  Fort  George,  which  is  half  a  mile  acrosa 
the  valley  in  which  the  Post  Eoad  ran.  The  entire  northern  line 
of  defence  appears  to  have  been  under  his  direction,  and  no  doubt 
he  had  to  divide  his  attention  along  the  line.  We  know  that  the 
disposition  made  by  this  gallant  man  of  his  slender  forces  is  said 
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to  have  received  special  commendation,  and  it  is  also  stated  tliat 
lie  could  have  held  out  much  longer  if  support  had  been  available. 

The  retirement  of  the  American  force  along  the  crest  of  the 
hill  was  effected  under  cover  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Washington,  the 
defenders  evidently  contesting  in  a  running  fight  the  whole  of  the 
intervening  distance. 

The  retreat  of  those  Southerners  who  escaped  the  melee  was 
stayed  upon  reaching  the  breastworks  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Fort  Washington.  There  they  met  the  support  not  only  of 
the  fire  of  the  Pennsylvania  reserves,  but  also  the  round  shot  and 
grape  from  the  guns  of  the  fort.  The  latter  was  already  very 
actively  engaged  with  the  British  and  those  Hessians  who  had 
advanced  up  the  line  of  the  Post  Road,  and  probably  also  with 
the  British  forces  then  arriving  from  the  south,  who  had  driven 
in  Colonel  Cadwalader's  forces  from  that  direction.  But  the 
Southerners  still  showed  stubborn  fight.  Knyphausen  with  his 
officers  got  behind  the  shelter  of  a  large  barn,  where  a  halt  was 
called,  and  Colonel  Eahl  was  directed  to  send  forward  a  demand 
for  the  surrender  of  Fort  Washington. 

The  value  of  Fort  Trv^on  was  recognized  by  the  British  military 
authorities,  and  in  1779,  when  the  decision  was  reached  to  with- 
draw the  outposts  from  the  forts  in  Westchester,  it  was  decided 
to  construct  a  six  gun  battery  at  Forsed  or  Forest  Hill,  as  von 
Krafft  always  designated  that  place.  The  work  was  done  by  men 
of  the  Hessian  Garde  du  Corps,  or  Eoyal  Body  Guard,  of  the 
von  Donop  regiment,  the  57th  and  17th  foot,  and  the  Tory  Royal 
Provincial  Corps,  under  the  direction  of  Lieut.  Marshall  of  the 
60th  "  Royal  American  "  regiment.  This  work  was  made  the 
westerly  end  of  a  line  of  earthworks  or  breastworks  extending 
across  to  Fort  George,  called  by  von  Krafft  "  the  line  of  Circum- 
vallation."  Its  course  zig-zagged  down  the  steep  hill  east  of  Libbey 
Castle  to  Broadway  at  about  192d  Street,  and  united  with  a  similar 
line  from  Fort  George  at  the  Barrier  Gate.  Around  the  places  of 
the  Chittenden  and  Thayer,  Hay  and  Libbey  families,  numerous 
cannon  shot,  grape,  and  bullets  have  been  unearthed.  A  number 
of  the  most  interesting  specimens  have  been  loaned  for  exhibition 
at  the  Headquarters  House,  by  Mr.  Jonas  Libbey.  They  in- 
clude a  leaden  ball  of  about  one  pound  weight,  and  several  solid 
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shot,  one  of  which  is  marked  with  the  broad  arrow  of  the  British 
army.  Mr.  W.  C.  Mnscheuheim  had  a  very  complete  pocket  pistol 
and  a  whole  rum  bottle  of  the  pint  size,  which  with  other  objects 
were  destroyed  in  the  fire  that  consumed  his  residence. 

A  fine  sabre  blade  was  found  at  the  same  place,  ajid  the  short 
bayonet  previously  referred  to,  also  a  pike  head  which  may  have 
been  of  American  ownership. 

Such  mementoes  of  the  actual  fighting  carry  us  back  in  imagi- 
nation to  that  raw  JSTovember  day  when,  from  the  edge  of  the 
Palisades,  George  Washington  watched  with  earnest  attention  the 
gallant  defense  of  Mount  Washington  by  the  boys  of  his  own 
home  state,  and  was  moved  to  bitter' tears  as  he  watched  their 
defeat  and  slaughter. 

Other  military  objects  show  the  occupation  of  the  fort  at  a 
later  period  by  Gennan  and  British  troops  in  garrison.  ISTum- 
bered  buttons  of  two  British  foot  regiments  said  by  von  Krafft 
to  have  been  employed  in  the  construction  of  the  work,  attest  his 
accuracy.  A  bronze  belt  buckle  was  found  having  the  letters 
"  C.  G."  cut  out  in  its  central  part.  This  probably  was  a  part 
of  the  accoutrements  of  a  soldier  of  the  Coldstream  Guards.  It 
was  given  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Calver  in  June,  1914,  to  that  regiment 
and  is  placed  in  their  headquarters  in  St.  James  Palace,  London. 
A  bronze  copy  of  it  was  made  for  record. 

An  ofiicer's  gold  faced  button  of  the  l7th  Regiment  was  found 
near  a  button  of  the  71st  Highland  Regiment. 

The  tide  of  conflict  was  not  again  turned  in  this  direction; 
the  strength  of  the  position  for  defense  had  been  amply  demon- 
strated in  its  gallant  defense  in  'Y6,  and  so,  with  the  exception 
of  some  few  blank  rounds  fired  in  July,  1781,  on  the  occasion 
of  General  Clinton's  inspection,  no  active  part  in  the  war  was 
taken  by  Fort  Tryon. 

From  time  to  time,  as  the  beauty  of  the  location  attracted  new 
residents  to  the  Fort  Tryon  Hill,  the  mattock  of  the  excavator  and 
the  spade  of  the  gardener  have  turned  up  many  a  visible  evidence 
of  the  deadly  encounter  that  made  this  place  famous  in  our  coun- 
try's history. 
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THE  CAMP  OF  THE  HESSIAN  BODY  GUAED 

All  extensive  camp  site  has  been  traced  by  various  evidences  as 
having  existed  upon  the  rolling  ground  before  Fort  George  laying 
east  of  Broadway  between  194th  Street  and  Dyckman  Street;  a 
tract  fringed  by  the  marshy  effluent  of  the  brook  which  ran  across 
the  high  road  near  the  Barrier  Gate,  and  found  its  way  eastward 
into  the  shallow  waters  of  the  Half  Kill  or  present  Shei-man's 
Creek.  It  seems  more  than  probable  that  some  sort  of  channel 
had  been  excavated  extending  towards  the  high  road,  for  in  1781, 
von  KraSt  refers  to  pontoons  which  were  floated  near  the  "  Line 
Barrier  "  or  "  Principal  Barrier." 

The  Barrier  Gate  was  the  entrance  to  the  fortified  line  of 
defenses,  connecting  Fort  George  with  Fort  Tryon,  which  was 
constructed  in  1780.  A  contemporary  visitor  says:  "The  road 
between  Laurel  Hill  and  the  heights  on  the  Fort  Knyphausen 
side,  is  so  narrow  that  it  is  shut  up  with  a  gate  where  a  guard 
is  kept." 

Old  residents  recall  the  existence  of  the  ruins  of  the  stonework 
foi-ming  the  barrier  gate,  and  locate  it  just  south  of  the  Sowerby 
cottage,  which  is  still  standing  on  the  east  of  Broadway,  about 
the  line  of  194:th  Street. 

Mr.  Will  Conklin  stated  to  the  writer  that  he  assisted  to  remove 
the  stones  at  the  time  of  the  widening  of  the  King's  Bridge  Road, 
and  that  they  were  utilized  to  construct  the  culvert  which  carries 
under  Broadway  the  waters  of  the  brook  descending  from  Fort 
Washington,  at  the  intersection  of  T^agel  Avenue.  The  map  of 
1782  shows  the  earthworks  as  then  existing,  and  places  a  sort  of 
fort  or  redoubt  on  the  east  side  of  the  road,  evidently  commanding 
the  approach  on  the  north. 

Evidence  of  the  occupation  of  this  place  by  soldiery  was  dis- 
covered by  Mr.  Calver,  in  the  bank  east  of  Broadway,  now  part 
of  Broadway  Street,  which  was  the  approximate  site  of  the  redoubt, 
and  later  excavations  by  Mr.  Alexander  C.  Chenoweth  wore 
rewarded  by  a  number  of  military  objects,  including  bayonets, 
which  are  still  in  his  possession.    Some  later  and  more  extensive 
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excavations  brought  to  liglit  the  remains  of  several  fireplaces,  one 
having  the  appearance  of  a  bakeroven,  formed  of  large  stones  set 
together  and  covering  over  a  hearth,  in  which  was  a  mass  of  wood 
ashes,  containing  no  less  than  twenty-one  of  the  butt  ends  of  pikes, 
frequently  found  near  other  camp  fires.  No  buttons  were,  how- 
ever, found  at  this  place. 

Just  north  of  the  intersection  of  Broadway  and  JSTagel  Avenue, 
occupying  the  space  between  the  two,  is  a  large  patch  of  truck 
garden,  long  cultivated  by  that  picturesque  Civil  War  veteran, 
Zerrenner,  a  one-time  despatch  rider  of  the  ISTew  York  Cavalry 
in  the  Civil  War. 

Zerrenner's  military  knowledge  led  him  to  discern  the  nature 
of  many  of  the  odd  objects  which  his  deep  tillage  of  the  black 
soil  brought  to  his  hands,  a  knowledge  fortunately  communicated 
to  his  sons,  who  have  farmed  for  many  years  similar  ground  on 
Laurel  Hill,  whence  many  of  the  relics  of  its  forts  and  camps  have 
been  secured. 

In  digging  at  the  nortli  side  of  his  little  cottage  on  the  lino 
of  196th  Street,  Zerrenner  disturbed  human  remains,  which  have 
some  appearance  of  being  those  of  military  burial.  Over  the 
cultivated  space,  quite  a  number  of  military  buttons  have  been 
found,  including  those  of  the  54th,  57th  and  of  the  71st  British 
regiments.  It  is  interesting  also  to  note  that  various  stone  arti- 
facts disclose  the  occupancy  of  this  area  by  the  aborigines. 

In  1911,  a  new  street,  rejoicing  in  the  inappropriate  name  of 
"  Elwood,"  was  excavated  across  the  vacant  land  north  of  Zer- 
rener's  farm,  extending  from  Nagel  Avenue  to  Broadway,  the  ! 
cutting  of  the  ground  for  which  very  promptly  disclosed  military' 
occupation. 

When  the  ground  was  disturbed  by  the  workmen,  they  unfoi- 
tunately  tore  away  several  fire-pits.  About  300  feet  west  of  ISTagel 
Avenue,  there  was  a  place  which  appeared  to  have  been  the  floor 
of  a  hut,  the  ground  leveled  off  and  beaten  very  hard,  and  several 
large  stones  being  set  together  as  a  fireplace,  with  burnt  clay  and 
ashes  and  nails  near  by.  On  the  hard  surface  lay  the  butt  end 
of  a  pike,  the  customary  broken  bottles,  bones,  clay  pipe  frag- 
ments, and  several  barrel  hoops  and  pot  hooks. 
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Other  fire-pits  were  found  about  one  hundred  feet  west  by 
north,  one  of  which  contained  a  bone  button  and  a  large  pot 
book,  another  yielded  a  silver  button  and  a  bullet,  and  a  larger  pit 
afforded  quite  a  store  of  articles  taken  by  the  Spier  brothers, 
including  a  bone-handled  fork,,  a  knife  blade,  a  pocket  knife,  brass 
and  iron  shoe  buckles,  a  stirrup,  two  gun-flints  and  nails  and 
bones.  Later,  a  bullet  and  a  brass  spoon  were  found  at  the  same 
place,  with  a  barrel  hoop  ingeniously  bent  and  twisted  so  as  to 
form  a  handle  for  a  kettle  or  pot. 

By  far  the  most  interesting  discovery,  however,  was  made  by 
Dougherty,  the  foreman  in  charge  of  the  grading  of  Arden  Street, 
the  next  street  cut  across  east  to  west  and  parallel  with  that  pre- 
viously described.  This  excavation  cut  into  the  hill  which  extends 
from  the  Gas  Works  to  Dyckman  Street  on  the  east  side  of  Broad- 
way, and  on  the  easterly  slope  of  "  the  Knoll,"  as  it  is  locally 
known,  the  workmen  distiirbed  remains  indicating  the  site  of  a 
hut,  with  plentiful  signs  of  fire,  stones  and  brick  and  military 
objects  of  interest. 

One  of  these  is  a  complete  ramrod  nearly  four  feet  in  length. 
The  preservation  of  so  frail  an  object,  in  a  complete  condition, 
and  by  such  a  method  of  exploration,  is  little  less  than  miraculous. 
With  this  were  two  bayonets,  and  several  table  knives  and  forks- 
having  silver-mounted  mahogany  handles,  evidently  the  posses- 
sions of  an  officer,  whose  identity  was,  strange  to  relate,  disclosed 
by  a  fine  silver  belt-plate  bearing  the  Royal  monogTam  and  the 
name  and  number  of  the  28th  Foot  Regiment.  When  this  object 
came  into  the  possession  of  Mr.  Calver,  his  close  examination  dis- 
closed the  presence  of  the  initials  "  J.  E."  scratched  deeply  in 
the  back  of  the  plate.  By  correspondence  with  an  English  mili- 
tary historian  it  was  learned  that  there  had  been  in  the  service 
of  that  regiment  a  Lieutenant  by  the  name  of  James  Edwards. 
This  officer  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  the  Brandywine,  and 
his  name  disappeared  from  the  regimental  lists  in  1779. 

Regimental  buttons  of  the  28th  have  been  found  at  Fort  George, 
at  the  Barrack  site.  Fort  Washington,  and  in  Fort  l^o.  4,  at 
King's  Bridge,  showing  that  the  men  did  duty  at  some  time  at 
various  points  around  the  Heights.    The  28th  saw  considerable 
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service  in  the  war  after  its  embarkation  for  America  in  1775, 
being  engaged  at  the  battle  of  Brooklyn  and  its  men  having  been 
among  the  first  to  cross  the  Bronx  river  at  the  battle  of  White 
Plains.  It  took  part  in  the  Pennsylvania  campaign  in  1777,  and 
was  engaged  at  the  battle  of  the  Brandywine.  It  is  probable  that 
its  occupation  of  this  camp  was  after  its  return  to  ISTew  York  in 
1778.  The  regiment  sailed  for  Barbadoes  on  the  4th  of  November, 
1778,  so  that  the  objects  above  described  were  probably  abandoned 
about  that  date,  perhaps  being  overlooked  in  the  haste  of  leaving 
for  the  embarkation,  and  buried  from  sight  upon  the  dismantling 
of  the  huts  occupied  by  the  corps. 

Indications  of  other  fireplaces  were  found  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  and  were  thought  to  have  marked  the  position  of  other 
dug-out  huts.  The  outline  of  one  such  construction  was  traceable 
in  the  side  of  the  sand  bank  excavated  for  the  street,  and  showed 
that  the  floor  of  a  hut  had  been  cut  into  the  hillside  to  a  distance 
of  about  ten  feet  and  a  depth  at  the  rear  of  about  five  feet,  where 
stones  had  been  placed  for  a  small  fireplace,  from  which  some 
idea  was  gathered  as  to  how  these  places  of  shelter  were  formed. 
It  was  such  shelters  or  huts  to  which  reference  was  made  in  the 
Hessian  Eegimental  record,  quoted  in  Max  von  Eelking's  story 
of  the  "  German  Allied  Troops,"  which,  speaking  of  the  German 
troops  on  the  Heights,  said: 

"  The  forces  outside  of  the  city  at  King's  Bridge  were  better 
off,  for  they  had  comfortable  huts,  nine  for  each  company,  and 
each  officer  had  his  own,  all  surrounded  with  gardens  in  which! 
flowers  and  vegetables  were  grown.  The  huts  of  the  subaltemsj 
had  two  rooms,  those  of  the  Captains  three,  with  windows;  behind 
these  huts  were  stalls  for  horses,  pigs,  chickens,  and  other  stock." 

A  study  of  the  perspective  drawing  made  by  von  Krafft  indi- 
cated that  this  hillside  was  probably  that  occupied  by  the  huti 
camp  of  the  Hessian  Body-Guard  regiment  or  Garde-du-Corps. 
Observations  were  made  from  time  to  time  on  excavations  made 
for  sand  on  the  sides  of  the  hill  and  of  the  excavated  streets,  an^l 
when  Thayer  Street  was  cut  thrdugh  the  knoll  north  of  and  parallel 
to  Arden  Street,  additional  signs  of  military  occupation  came  tc 
light  in  the  shape  of  metal  objects  and  a  bayonet  which  was  found 
by  the  workmen  and  added  to  the  private  collection  found  by  thf 
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brothers  Spier.  J ust  soutJi  of  Thayer  Street  a  line  of  black  earth 
in  the  sand  bank,  well  up  the  knoll,  showed  some  past  disturbance 
of  the  surface  and  this  was  followed  up  by  Leslie  Spier,  who 
uncovered  a  hut  with  a  large  fireplace  constructed  of  flat  stone^:, 
having  a  mass  of  wood  ashes  on  the  hearth.  In  this  hut  he  secured 
a  complete  glass  bottle,  and  the  usual  pot  hooks,  also  a  curious 
broiler  made  of  a  barrel  hoop  twisted  around  to  form  a  suitable 
shape  for  the  purpose. 

A  later  excavation  disclosed  a  complete  glass  rum  bottle,  some 
shoe  buckles,  a  pewter  spoon  of  crude  shape  and  several  barrel 
hoops,  so  located  as  to  indicate  the  presence  of  a  tub  at  one  corner 
of  the  occupied  space,  probably  used  as  a  wash-bowl. 

This  hut  was  close  to  an  old  English  hawthorn  bush,  which 
had  often  attracted  attention,  as  the  only  one  of  its  species  in  the 
vicinity,  and  its  size  indicated  that  it  might  be  old  enough  to  have 
sprung  from  seed  or  cutting  placed  there  in  the  Eevolution  by 
some  British  soldier,  a  reminder  of  the  English  hedge  rows.  This 
find  stimulated  a  wider  search  with  the  steel  soimding  rod,  piercing 
the  soil  at  intervals  to  find  hard  places  indicative  of  the  packed 
sand  of  a  hut  floor,  and  the  following  week,  another  hut  was  located. 
It  was  in  a  most  inaccessible  situation  on  the  hill  partly  covered 
with  the  abandoned  wagons  of  the  rock  contractor  and  partly  with 
large  lumps  of  rock.  However,  though  no  objects  of  interest  were 
found  save  some  broken  glass  and  china,  it  formed  another  link 
in  the  line  of  the  huts,  and  led  to  the  location  of  a  third  in  which 
the  fireplace  was  a  mere  sand  bed  without  stones;  and  a  part  of 
a  fourth  on  which  lay  a  fragment  of  a  bayonet. 

The  regiment  of  the  Hessian  Amiy  in  the  war  of  Independence, 
whose  presence  on  the  hillside  the  discoveries  so  far  described 
began  to  determine,  was  one  of  a  particularly  interesting  and 
picturesque  character,  inasmuch  as  it  Avas  the  most  important  con- 
tribution to  the  Hessian  contingent,  being  the  personal  body-guard 
of  the  Landgraf  of  Hesse  Cassel.  The  regiment  was  known  under 
a  most  unusual  and  confusing  variety  of  names,  and  is  referred  to 
in  contemporary  records  in  half  a  dozen  different  terms.  Its  true 
title  was  the  Leib  Regiment,  signifying  the  Regiment  of  Life 
Guards,  but  it  was  alternatively  described  as  the  Garde-du-Corps, 
as  the  Infantry  Regiment  of  the  Landgraf,  as  the  Body  Infantry, 
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as  the  Regiment  Du  Corps,  and  as  the  Landgraf's  Body  Guard. 
It  is  also  referred  to  merely  as  The  Infantry  Regiment,  and  finally 
after  its  surrender  at  Yorktown,  the  displeasure  of  the  Landgraf 
was  exhibited  in  the  change  of  its  name  to  the  Erh  Prinz  or  Crown 
Prince's  regiment,  in  place  of  that  of  another  corps  previously 
known  by  that  name. 

This  interesting  military  organization  arrived  in  New  York 
among  the  first  shipments  of  the  Hessian  division,  on  the  15th  of 
August,  1776,  at  which  time  it  was  recorded  that  it  was  composed 
of  663  men.  This  reduced  number  was  due  to  the  contribution 
of  two  companies  of  the  regiment  tO'  the  corps  of  grenadiers,  which 
had  been  formed  into  the  first  of  the  grenadier  battalion,  and 
was  known  as  the  Battalion  von  Linsengen,  from  the  name  of  its 
commander.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Otto  Christ  W.  von  Linseng,  who 
was  an  officer  of  the  Leib  regiment.  The  titular  Colonel  or 
complimentary  chief  of  the  regiment  was  General  von  Lossberg, 
but  its  acting  Colonel  during  the  whole  of  the  war  was  von  Wurmb, 
who  was  only  replaced  in  command  by  Colonel  Linseng  after  the 
surrender  at  Yorktovm,  when  the  change  of  name  of  the  regiment 
took  effect. 

The  Leib  regiment  took  an  active  part  in  many  of  the  events  of 
the  Revolution,  such  as  the  Pennsylvania  campaigTi,  the  IsTewport 
and  Springfield  expeditions,  but  for  a  considerable  period  of  time 
was  doing  garrison  duty  in  or  near  ISTew  York  City.  Several 
references  to  the  regiment  appear  in  the  diary  kept  by  von  Krafft 
as  to  their  presence  in  camp  on  Washington  Heights,  which 
extended  over  the  years  1778  to  1781,  indicating  the  presence  of 
all  or  part  of  the  Leib  regiment  on  the  Heights  at  intervals  during 
that  period. 

As  the  Hessian  regiments,  in  spite  of  the  elaborate  details  of 
their  uniforms  and  accoutrements,  lacked  the  distinctive  numbered 
buttons  which  characterize  and  identify  the  British  regiments,  it 
has  always  been  difficult  to  determine  the  actual  regimental  char- 
acter of  the  military  objects  around  presumable  Hessian  sites 
or  camps.  A  very  careful  study  of  the  diary  of  von  Krafft,  and 
particularly  of  the  drawing  showing  the  camps  upon  the  heights 
in  the  year  1779,  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  probable  position 
of  the  camp  of  the  Leib  regiment  was  the  hill  in  the  vicinity  of 
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Dyckman  Street.  The  sornewliat  distorted  drawing  of  the  Hessian 
Sergeant  showed,  in  the  view  of  the  valley  taken,  as  he  states,  from 
the  summit  of  "  Laurel  "  or  Fort  George  Plill,  a  group  of  huts 
upon  the  side  of  a  small  eminence  which  he  places  in  line  with 
the  base  of  Inwood  Hill. 

A  careful  study  of  the  topography  showed  that  this  eminence 
was  probably  that  which  is  locally  knowTi  as  the  Knoll.  Along  the 
east  side  of  Broadway  as  it  winds  around  the  base  of  the  southerly 
end  of  Mount  Washington,  at  the  point  where  Fort  Washington 
Avenue  and  Sherman  Avenue  meet  the  one-time  King's  Bridge 
lioad,  this  ridge  of  high  ground  extends  as  far  as  Dyckman  Street. 
At  its  southerly  end  was  constructed  many  years  ago  the  little 
old  gas  works  which  long  supplied  the  village  of  Tubby  Hook.  On 
its  sloping  southeasterly  face,  the  Knoll  presented  evidently 
desirable  features  for  a  military  encampment,  protected  from  the 
westerly  winds,  and  sloping  down  tov/ards  running  water  at  its 
base. 

At  the  time  of  the  War  of  Independence,  it  is  probable  that  the 
high  road,  which  in  later  years  occupied  the  present  line  of  Broad- 
way, ran  around  the  Knoll  wpon  its  southerly  side,  some  slight 
traces  of  grading  for  this  purpose  being  observable  along  the  hill- 
side. The  whole  surface  had  been,  until  recent  times,  under 
cultivation  by  the  Dyckmans  and  their  successors.  Just  prior  to 
the  Revolution  it  had  formed  a  part  of  the  area  of  the  Kortright 
farm,  the  old  dwelling  of  which  family  was  recently  located  by 
its  ruined  foundations,  immediately  to  the  east  of  the  Knoll,  at 
the  southeast  intersection  of  Sherman  Avenue  and  Arden  Street. 

From  time  to  time  the  plow  had  disturbed  some  small  traces  of 
military  character,  such  as  shot  and  bullets,  but  not  even  the  oldest 
inhabitant  of  the  Dyckman  Valley  had  retained  any  tradition  of 
the  fact  that  this  entire  hill-side  once  bristled  with  military  life, 
and  that  below  the  surface  was  still  deeply  buried  the  rows  of 
hut  floors  once  occupied  by  the  Hessian  soldiery. 

The  study  of  von  Krafft's  drawing  shows  that  the  character 
of  the  camp  assixmed  to  have  existed  at  this  point,  was  one  of 
huts,  and  consideration  of  this  fact  led  to  the  conclusion  that  these 
were  probably  the  huts  constructed  as  indicated  by  those  already 
discovered. 
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By  carefully  measuring  the  iiuts  so  far  found,  it  was  observed 
that  that  portion  of  the  floor  which  extends  near  the  STirface  of 
the  hill-side  had  been  broken  by  the  plow  or  the  frost,  and  the 
hard  portion  only  remained  at  a  depth  which  exceeded  the  length 
of  the  sounding-rod.  As  soon  as  this  was  discovered,  the  practice 
was  adopted  of  digging  a  small  trial  hole  and  inserting  the 
sounding-rod  at  that  point.  The  result  was  immediately  successful 
and  several  most  interesting  huts  were  discovered  which  deter- 
mined the  existence  of  three  rows  of  huts  extending  across  the 
hillside. 

A  systematic  numbering  and  measuring  of  the  sites  was  under- 
taken and  as  soon  as  this  method  was  adopted,  the  discoveries 
became  more  rapid  and  others  were  found  with  less  difficulty 
by  setting  off  fixed  distances  between  the  supposed  sites.  This 
distance  eventually  developed  by  comparison  into  an  approximate 
center  of  22  feet  in  each  direction  between  the  huts,  which  has 
been  found  to  hold  good  with  a  number  of  those  which  have  been 
excavated,  but  has  shown  some  curious  discrepancies  in  other 
instances. 

At  some  points  in  which,  by  the  order  of  the  other  huts,  it  would 
naturally  be  supposed  that  a  hut  would  be  found,  none  was  trace- 
able, so  it  is  presumable  that  some  other  use  was  made  of  the  space 
or  a  tent  was  erected  which  has  left  no  traces  of  its  one-time 
existence. 

Some  of  the  huts  were  almost  destitute  of  any  signs  of  human 
occupation  other  than  the  hard  black  floor,  but  all  had  the  fireplace 
of  stones,  each  with  the  ashes  and  pot-hook  at  the  deep  end  of  each 
excavation. 

The  third  and  upper  row  of  huts  was  next  sought  and  found. 

At  the  south  end  of  the  Knoll,  the  decrepit  remains  of  an  ancient 
apple  tree  still  clung  to  the  hill-side,  and  although  almost  entirely 
decayed,  managed  to  put  forth  a  few  leaves  and  bear  some  fruit, 
decreasing  with  every  season.  On  the  theory  that  this  highest  part 
presented  a  desirable  place  for  officers'  residence,  a  hole  was  sunk 
near  the  roots  of  this  tree.  The  steel  rod,  run  down  in  this  hole 
reached  low  enough  below  the  sods  to  give  an  indication  of  a  floor 
at  an  imusual  depth.  With  much  effort  the  soil  was  removed 
and  the  floor  was  reached  and  cleared  up  to  the  fireplace.  The 
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latter  was  of  crude  construction,  and  around  it  lay  glass  and  cMna- 
ware  in  many  fragments,  and  the  hoops  of  barrels  which  at  one 
time  had  perhaps  formed  its  rude  chimney.  Immediately  to  the 
west  side  of  this  hearth,  a  quantity  of  leaden  musket  bullets  were 
found  scattered  u.pon  the  floor.  With  these  was  a  quantity  of  used 
and  spent  bullets,  some  of  which  bore  marks  of  their  contact  with 
stone  and  woodwork,  and  some  had  been  cut  or  sliced  with  a  knife, 
evidently  for  the  purpose  of  remolding  as  they  lay  close  to  frag- 
ments of  lead  slag. 

It  is  strange  that  the  occupant  of  the  hut  who  had  taken  all  the 
trouble  to  collect  these  bullets,  and  in  part  to  prepare  them  for 
molding,  should  have  abandoned  the  material  on  the  floor  of  his 
hut  when  he  left  it,  but  the  fact  may  indicate  the  haste  and  dis- 
order of  regimental  departures. 

The  work  of  locating  and  excavating  these  huts  proceeded  through 
the  entire  winter  season  of  1912—13,  during  which  the  extraordin- 
ary absence  of  frost  permitted  such  digging  to  be  carried  on.  The 
work  located  other  huts  along  the  crest  of  the  hill.  In  one  of  these 
was  a  dress  ornament  of  silver  thread  wound  around  a  core,  form- 
ing a  silver  rosette.  In  the  next  hut  along  this  line,  the  indica- 
tions of  the  presence  of  oflicers  were  distinct.  The  hut  was  on 
the  margin  of  the  southerly  side  of  the  excavation  of  Arden  Street, 
high  up  on  the  hillock,  and  was  unusually  large,  being  at  least 
twelve  feet  square.  Upon  the  beaten  floor  was  a  well  constructed 
fireplace  and  part  of  the  charred  back  logs  were  still  lying  upon 
it.  Accompanying  the  usual  pot-hooks  was  found  a  fine  bayonet 
which  was  standing  upright  alongside  the  fireplace  and  the  sockets 
of  which  bore  the  traces  of  a  wrapping  of  coarsely-woven  material 
such  as  a  blanket  which  had  probably  been  applied  when  it  was 
used  in  the  fire. 

A  pewter  button  of  the  6th  Regiment  of  Foot  of  the  British 
army,  since  known  as  the  Royal  Warwickshire,  was  found  in  one 
of  these  huts.  This  regiment  was  in  New  York  for  only  a  brief 
space,  recuperating  from  disease  incurred  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
it  sailed  for  Englaud  in  1777,  so  that  the  button  indicates  a  use 
of  the  site  at  the  early  part  of  the  war. 

Other  buttons  of  the  same  character  having  been  found  at  181st 
Street,  it  is  clear  that  the  corps  was  at  one  time  in  this  vicinity, 
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and  no  doubt  some  of  its  members  were  at  one  time  or  other 
quartered  either  in  the  Hessian  huts  or  on  the  site. 

Some  of  the  clay  pipes  of  the  soldiers  were  found,  the  stem  of 
one  of  which  bore  the  inscription  "  W.  Morgan,  Liverpool,"  corre- 
sponding with  the  initials  W.  M.  found  on  a  bowl  of  a  pipe  in 
one  of  the  huts.  This  pipe  also  indicates  the  presence  of  British 
soldiers,  being  a  pipe  of  English  manufacture. 

Among  the  more  interesting  objects  disclosed  from  time  to  time 
was  a  complete  iron  canteen  which  had  been  covered  with  tin ;  this 
frail  object  owed  its  preservation  to  the  fact  that  its  position  was 
upside  down  and  its  interior  was  therefore  free  from  moisture. 
It  is  the  only  specimen  of  its  kind  that  has  been  secured  in  a 
complete  form,  though  many  others  have  been  found  in  a  broken 
condition.  The  iron  canteen  was  Hessian,  the  British  being  pro- 
vided with  canteens  of  wood. 

Some  of  the  huts  were  doubtless  occupied  by  soldiers  engaged 
in  the  sutler's  service  such  as  the  camp  cooking.  In  one  hut  was 
an  unusual  number  of  meat  bones,  and  a  very  long  pot-hook,  which 
must  have  been  extended  up  to  some  support  as  high  as  the  surface 
of  the  ground.  Alongside  another  lay  the  iron  parts  of  a  small 
wheel,  apparently  that  of  a  small  gTin  carriage. 

The  result  of  these  excavations  up  to  the  Spring  of  1913 
demonstrated  the  arrangement  of  these  huts  in  three  rows,  the 
lower  being  approximately  22  feet  apart  in  both  directions,  and  the 
upper  row  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  a  somewhat  greater  distance 
apart.  The  arrangement  would  be  a  natural  one,  for  the  officers 
would  undoubtedly  be  resident  in  the  upper  huts,  of  which  there 
would  be  a  less  number.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  debris 
of  this  large  encampment  was  carried  dovm  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  hill  where  the  little  brooklet  ran,  and  there  buried.  Unfortun- 
ately, the  construction  of  Sherman  Avenue  and  other  fillings  have 
precluded  any  probability  of  the  discovery  of  such  deposits. 

Twenty-three  huts  in  all  were  uncovered  and  explored,  and  their 
character  sufficiently  determined  to  warrant  the  statement  that 
this  camp  was  that  constructed  aild  occupied  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  by  the  Hessian  Leib  Regiment,  and  probably  at  times 
by  other  corps.  The  interesting  similitude  of  construction  of  the 
fireplaces  in  these  huts,  and  the  probability  of  their  early  destruc- 
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tion  by  building  operations,  decided  the  removal  of  one  of  tbe 
fireplaces  for  the  purpose  of  re-erecting  it  at  tbe  Washington's 
Headquarters. 

The  fireplace  seelcted  was  that  which  was  known  as  No.  10, 
which  was  fi.rst  photogTaphed  and  measured.  The  stones  were  then 
marked  and  carefully  removed  and  replaced  in  position  upon  the 
liearth  of  the  Guard  Room  in  the  Headquarters  House,  and  in  and 
around  it  were  placed  some  of  the  crude  implements  which  were 
found  in  these  huts,  such  as  the  fire  tongs,  broiler  and  pot-hooks 
made  from  barrel  hoops. 

The  area  which  the  discoveries  defined  as  the  camp  was  up  to 
the  time  of  the  Revolution  the  farm  of  the  Kortright  family,  and 
an  effort  was  made  to  find  the  site  of  their  old  home  which  might 
naturally  be  expected  to  have  been  occupied  by  the  soldiery  camped 
so  near  at  hand. 

Some  years  before  the  camp  debris  was  found  at  Arden  Street, 
a  considerable  amount  of  household  debris  was  disturbed,  lying 
below  the  sod  and  around  the  rocks  in  the  vicinity  of  some  old 
apple  trees  between  Sherman  and  ISTagel  Avenues,  which  indicated 
a  long  occupation  of  the  neighborhood  by  Colonial  residents.  The 
debris  consisted  of  masses  of  oyster  and  clam  shells  of  large  size, 
and  considerable  numbers  of  old-fashioned  forged  nails,  with  some 
coarse  crockery  and  pipe  stems.  Some  hundreds  of  nails  in  good 
condition  were  preserved,  and  a  search  was  made  all  around  the 
place,  resulting  in  the  discovery  of  the  stone  walls  of  a  small 
building,  probably  a  farm  cottage,  on  the  south  side  of  the  street, 
exactly  in  line  with  the  east  sidewalk  of  Post  Avenue,  if  extended. 
Hard  by  this  little  cellar  were  traces  of  military  fireplaces,  withoiit 
any  special  indication  of  their  occupants.  One  such  place  con- 
tained a  complete  rum  bottle,  an  excellent  specimen  of  the  squat 
pattern  occasionally  found  on  the  camp  sites. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1912,  W.  L.  Calver,  W.  Macdonald  and 
the  writer  made  a  search  over  the  vacant  ground  near  these 
remains  for  the  old  residence  of  Sebastian  Kortright,  and  were 
rewarded  by  finding  debris  near  Sherman  Avenue,  which  upon 
further  excavation  by  the  Brothers  Spier  determined  fhe  position 
of  the  dwelling.  The  tract  of  meadow  land  just  above  the  marshes 
through  which  Dyckman  Street  was  constructed,  and  numbered 
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20  in  the  allotment  of  the  farm  lands  of  ISTew  Harlem,  in  the  year 
of  grace,  1691,  consisted  of  10  morgen  "  by  the  Round  Meadow," 
which  was  drawn  by  Peter  Van  Oblienis,  who  ten  years  later  sold 
the  property  to  Bastiaen  Michelsen,  usually  known  as  Van  Kort- 
right,  a  name  derived  from  his  grandfather's  native  place, 
Kortryk,  in  Flanders.  On  this  tract  Kortright  settled,  probably 
building  a  dwelling  very  soon  after  that  date  on  the  site  discovered, 
and  lived  thereon,  with  his  wife,  J olante  Montague,  until  his  death 
about  1753.  The  farm  included  the  marsh  land  which  extended 
along  its  northerly  side,  traces  of  which  until  very  recently  existed, 
and  in  which  a  channel  was  probably  dredged  out  to  afford  access 
by  water  to  Sherman  Creek  on  the  Harlem  River.  After  his  de- 
cease, his  widow  and  sons  continued  on  the  farm. 

But  his  son  Johannes,  who  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  mortgaged 
the  property  in  1768,  and  died  in  1775,  just  before  the  advent  of 
the  armies  of  the  Revolution  in  his  neighborhood.  His  son,  John 
Courtright,  as  he  spelled  the  vacillating  family  name,  was  there- 
fore in  possession  of  the  farm  at  that  time,  when,  as  we  now  learn, 
the  dwelling  was  invaded  by  the  soldiery. 

The  largest  sizes  of  oyster  and  clam  shells,  together  with  their 
abundant  quantity,  indicate  the  staple  food  of  the  family.  These 
lie  scattered  over  a  half  acre  of  ground  extending  across  Arden 
Street  back  of  the  house,  which  faced  as  usual  due  south  with  its 
chimney  and  hearth  at  the  east  end.  Scattered  fragments  of  coarse 
pottery,  with  scarce  scraps  of  better  chinaware  told  of  the  house- 
hold equipment,  and  the  few  plain  buttons  found  may  have  come 
from  their  personal  attire.  But  a  round  shot  and  bullets  spoke 
clearly  of  the  soldiers  occupying  the  house,  and  the  presence  of  a 
fireplace  of  rough  stones  in  the  southeast  angle  of  the  foundation, 
close  to  which  a  bayonet  stood  upright  in  the  soil,  indicated  that 
the  house  had  been  destroyed  and  its  fragmentary  remains  utilized 
as  a  military  shelter. 

No  trace  of  the  building  appears  on  the  British  maps,  and  it 
may  reasonably  be  concluded  that  it  was  destroyed  some  time 
during  the  defense  or  occupation'  of  the  Heights.  The  poverty 
of  the  family  is  indicated,  not  only  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
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mortgage,  but  by  the  character  of  tbe  objects  found,  wbicb  were 
all  of  crude  and  humble  charactei 

The  farm  was  sold  to  Jacobus  Dyckman  in  1786  and  all  trace 
of  the  old  dwelling  was  lost  to  record  and  to  sight  until  the  spade 
and  fork  of  the  modern  explorer  exposed  the  remnants  of  the  stone 
walls,  and  the  base  of  the  chimney  and  hearthstones,  around  which 
oiico  gathered  Bastiaen  and  his  little  family. 
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THE  HUT  CAMP  OP  THE  SEVEI«[TEENTH  PEGIMENT 

OF  FOOT 

This  extensive  and  mucli  occupied  camp  was  one  of  the  first 
discovered  and  as  early  as  1890  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Calver.  At  that 
date  the  disirict  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  King's  Bridge  Road, 
which  later  became  known  as  Broadway,  and  north  of  Dyckmaii 
Street  was  entirely  undeveloped,  and  the  area  of  the  camp  about 
the  intersection  of  the  present  Academy  Street  and  Prescott 
Avenue,  under  the  shelter  of  the  east  side  of  Imvood  Hill,  was 
covered  with  fields  and  orchards.  Although  occupied  by  other 
corps,  the  site  has  been  generally  referred  to  as  that  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Regiment,  not  only  on  account  of  the  fact  that  buttons  of 
that  corps  in  larger  numbers  than  those  of  other  regiments  have 
been  found  there,  but  because  the  place  is  designated  as  the 
"  Camp  of  the  Seventeenth  regiment  which  had  been  taken 
prisoners,"  in  the  view  of  the  northern  end  of  Manhattan  Island, 
as  it  appeared  in  1779,  drawn  by  the  Hessian  officer,  von  Krafft, 
who  later  referred  in  his  diary  to  huts  existing  there.  (See  plates 
29  and  34.) 

But  the  fact  that  buttons  of  other  regiments  which  returned  to 
England  as  early  as  1777  were  also  found  on  Prescott  Avenue 
makes  it  certain  that  a  camp  existed  there  almost  as  soon  as  the 
British  took  possession  of  Fort  Washington.  Thus  the  discovery 
of  buttons  of  the  6th  Regiment  of  Foot  at  this  and  other  places  on 
the  island  is  remarkable,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  regiment 
was  in  ISTew  York  a  very  short  time,  perhaps  only  a  few  months; 
for  after  its  service  in  the  West  Indies,  it  was  found  too  unhealthy 
for  active  duty  and  returned  to  England  in  1777. 

Every  desirable  natural  feature  was  present  in  the  position 
chosen  for  this  regimental  camp.  The  features  had,  ages  before 
its  occupation  by  the  troops,  appealed  to  the  aborigines,  who  had 
made  use  of  it  as  a  village  site;  probably  the  principal  head- 
quarters in  the  winter  season,  of  the  Wickquaskeek  clan.  It  thus 
comes  about  that  the  remains  of  the  Indian  tribe  and  of  the 
British  troops  are  found  closely  associated  over  this  area,  and  the 
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camp  fire  pits  of  the  soldiery  are  sunk  in  the  shell  beds  left  by 
their  predecessors,  while  over  the  surface  the  flint  arrowhead  of 
the  red  man  may  be  found  alongside  the  bullet  of  the  trooper.* 
The  soil  is  sand,  drifted  down  from  the  hillside  in  bygone  ages, 
deep  enough  to  afl'ord  shelter  to  the  dead  of  the  aborigines,  and  to 
offer  ready  means  for  the  construction  of  the  dug-out  winter  huts 
of  the  soldiery.  The  gTound  was  sufliciently  elevated  to  insure 
good  drainage,  and  level  enough  in  places  to  suit  the  pitching  of 
tents,  while  the  Cock  Hill  provided  an  effective  shield  from  the 
wintry  western  blasts.  The  battery  thereon  protected  the  con- 
venient landing  place  at  Tubby  Hook,  and  the  brooks  fed  by 
springs  which  broke  from  the  hill  at  the  corner  of  Hawthorne 
Street  and  Seaman  Avenue  ran  north  and  south  and  provided  for 
the  watering  of  the  soldiers  and  his  mount,  as  long  ages  ago  they 
had  done  for  the  Indian  and  his  dog.  Such  a  source  of  water 
was  required  for  a  camp  so  extensive  as  this  evidently  was, 
particularly  at  the  time  when  cavalry,  such  as  the  Seventeenth 
Light  Dragoons,  were  quartered  there.  As  for  the  military  occu- 
pants of  this  camp,  the  most  careless  observer  would  conclude  that 
they  imbibed  profusely  of  other  liquids  than  spring  water.  The 
countless  fragments  of  old  black  bottles  that  bestrew  the  field 
tell  their  own  story.  A  few  complete  specimens  of  these  wine 
and  rnm  bottles  have  been  recovered,  and  are  at  once  the  largest 
and  frailest  of  the  relics  that  have  survived. 

The  presence  of  buttons  of  the  52d  regiment  on  the  Prescott 
Avenue  camp  site  also  indicates  that  the  camp  site  was  used  by 
that  corps  prior  to  the  advent  of  the  l7th  Foot.  Von  Krafft  refers 
only  once  to  the  52d,  as  being  encamped  "  at  King's  Bridge," 
Augaist  Tth,  1778,  which  was  before  the  17th  took  possession;  and 
the  52d  returned  to  Europe  during  that  year.  Several  buttons 
of  the  5 2d  have  been  found  in  the  Fort  George  camp  at  193d 
Street  and  Eleventh  Avenue,  but  at  no  other  place  which  could  be 
described  as  King's  Bridge.  Some  of  the  buttons  fonnd  on  the 
Prescott  Avenue  camp  site  are  shown  in  plate  32. 


*  Tt  was  in  the  search  for  aboriginal  objects  that  relics  of  military  character 
were  found  on  the  surface  and  led  to  the  identification  of  the  camping 
ground. 
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The  records  of  the  17th  Eegimeut  state  that  the  regiment  was 
stationed  in  New  York,  after  its  return  from  Philadelphia,  in 
the  latter  part  of  June,  1778,  so  that  the  huts  which  they  con- 
structed were  probably  erected  in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  and 
were  doubtless  for  the  purpose  of  occupation  during  the  winter 
of  1778  to  1779. 

After  wintering  at  Inwood  the  regiment  removed  to  Stony 
Point,  and  its  position  was  surprised  and  taken  by  the  American 
troops  under  General  Wayne  at  midnight  on  July  15th,  when  the 
entire  force  of  the  17th  Pegiment,  together  with  the  grenadier 
company  of  the  71st  Regiment,  a  company  of  the  regiment  of 
"  Loyal  Americans  "  and  a  detachment  of  artillery  were  all  taken 
prisoners,  and  the  17th  lost  its  regimental  colors. 

Upon  the  area  in  and  around  this  camp  buttons  of  the 
Seventy-first  Regiment  have  been  found.  It  is  known  that  the 
Seventy-first  was  frequently  associated  or  brigaded  with  the  Seven- 
teenth Foot,  as  evidenced  by  their  presence  together  at  Stony  Point, 
and  again  at  Yorktown  where  both  regiments  surrendered. 

The  regimental  buttons  of  the  Seventeenth  Foot,  found  in  the 
Seventeenth  camp  at  Inwood,  are  of  four  kinds  —  two  varieties 
for  the  private  soldiers  and  two  for  the  officers.  The  privates' 
buttons  are  made  of  pewter  and  have  the  usual  iron  shanks  cast 
into  the  white  metal.  Some  specimens  have  the  regimental  num- 
ber "  17  "  in  figures  raised  .upon  their  face,  enclosed  in  a  border 
desig-n  of  a  raised  cord  or  rope,  but  the  larger  number  found  have 
the  numerical  designation  incised  or  depressed  into  the  face  and 
the  face  of  the  buttons  stand  somewhat  higher  than  the  milled 
border.  Other  buttons  of  the  regiment  have  been  found  in  several 
of  the  camp  sites,  one,  for  instance,  having  been  picked  up  by  Mr. 
Saville  of  the  American  Museum  of  ISTatural  History  in  the  British 
camp  at  201st  Street  and  Ninth  Avenue,  directly  east  of  the  camp 
here  described. 

The  officers'  buttons  of  the  Seventeenth  Regiment  which  have 
been  found  in  the  Seventeenth  camp  as  well  as  others  found  in 
Fort  No.  IV,  opposite  King's  Bridge  on  Fordham  Heights,  are 
made  in  two  pieces,  the  backs  of  the  buttons  being  of  a  fine  qualit}' 
of  bone  or  ivory,  and  the  faces  of  thin  repousse  silver  bearing  a 
unique  octagonal  design,  with  the  regimental  number  in  small 
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figures  within  a  circle  in  the  centre.  Such  officers'  buttons  were 
provided  with  loops  of  stout  cord  or  gut,  which  were  passed  through 
four  perforations  in  the  bone  or  ivory  backs,  by  which  they  were 
secured  to  the  garments  ;  and  those  which  have  been  found  were  no 
doubt  lost  by  some  injury  to  these  loops.  Another  type  is  a  flat 
copper  button,  silver  plated,  of  precisely  the  same  design  as  those 
just  described,  one  of  which  was  found  in  a  hut  site  on  this  camp 
and  another  was  found  in  Fishkill  village,  and  may  be  supposed 
to  have  been  brought  there  by  some  American  soldier,  possibly 
one  of  those  v\dio  had  been  at  Yorktown,  where  the  Seventeenth 
surrendered  Avith  the  army  of  Cornwallis,  October  19th,  1781. 

The  officers'  buttons  of  the  l7th  are  described  in  the  Inspection 
returns  of  the  i^eriod  as  being  of  silver  on  the  occasion  when  the 
regiment  was  inspected  at  Cork,  September,  1775,  prior  to  its 
departure  for  America. 

The  imfortunate  17th  Regiment  surrendered  for  the  second  time 
at  Yorktown  two  hundred  and  forty-five  men  and  the  regiment 
returned  to  ISTew  York  in  January,  1783,  and  on  August  19,  were 
ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  sail  for  ISTova  Scotia. 
The  17th  was  thereafter  stationed  in  ISlova  Scotia  and  ISTewfound- 
land  during  1784  and  1785,  and  sailed  for  England  in  1786,  where 
they  arrived  in  August  of  that  year.  It  was  in  1782  that  the 
regiment  assumed  the  territorial  title  of  the  "  Seventeenth  or 
Leicestershire  Regiment." 

After  his  reconnoitre  in  person  on  the  jSTew  Jersey  shore  on  July 
18,  1781,  Washington  made  this  entry  in  his  journal,  after  noting 
other  camps:  ''The  other  and  only  remaining  encampment  in 
view  discoverable  from  the  west  side  of  the  river  is  between  the 
Barrier  and  King's  Bridge,  in  the  hollow  between  Cox  Hill  and 
the  heights  below.  One  hundred  tents  could  be  counted  in  view  at 
the  same  time,  and  others  might  be  hid  by  the  hills.  At  this  place 
it  is  said  the  Yagers,  Hessians  and  Anspachs  lay." 

In  addition  to  those  of  the  l7th,  buttons  of  a  number  of  other 
British  corps  have  been  found  in  the  camp  —  those  of  the  6th,  7th, 
10th,  14th,  28th,  35th,  38th,  45th,  47th,  52nd,  57th,  71st  and  80th 
regiments  of  foot ;  also  of  the  New  York  Volunteers  and  the  l7th 
Light  Dragoons. 
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The  departure  of  the  6th  and  14th  regiments  from  these  shores 
in  1777  has  already  been  noted.  The  7th  Regiment,  or  Royal 
Fusiliers,  a  bronze  belt-plate  of  which  corps  was  found  at  the 
barrack  site  at  Fort  Washington,  had  an  unusual  amount  of  ill 
fortune  during  its  service  in  America,  which  covered  the  entire 
period  of  the  Revolution.  In  the  autumn  of  1775,  by  the  sur- 
render of  the  garrisons  of  Fort  Chambly  and  St.  John,  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  corps  was  captured.  In  the  autumn  of  1776,  the 
men  of  the  Seventh  having  been  exchanged,  the  regiment  was 
reorganized  in  ISTew  York,  and  was  quartered  for  the  winter  at 
Amboy,  and  afterwards  at  Staten  Island. 

The  earliest  information  we  have  of  the  7th  regiment  being 
encamped  anywhere  near  the  northern  portion  of  Manhattan 
Island,  is  the  entry  in  von  Krafft's  journal,  September  8,  1779, 
when  he  says  that  the  7th  and  23d  Foot,  which  had  been  encamped 
on  Spuyten  Duyvil  Hill,  departed  by  ship  to  New  York.  In  the 
southern  campaign  the  imlucky  7th  lost  its  colors  at  Cowpens  and 
again  returned  to  ISTew  York  August  7,  1782,  only  to  be  sent  back 
to  England  in  1783. 

Only  one  button  of  the  57th  Regiment  has  been  found  in  the 
17th  camp,  and  this  specimen  sheds  little  light  on  the  history  of 
the  camp  because  the  57tli  was  in  America  from  1776  to  1782, 
and  much  of  its  service  lay  in  New  York  and  the  immediate 
vicinity.  Its  buttons  are  found  at  almost  every  camp  site  on  the 
Heights. 

No  information  is  available  as  to  when  the  35th.  regiment 
occupied  the  17th  Regiment  camp.  Only  one  of  its  buttons  was 
found  but  several  other  specimens  were  discovered  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington and  others  on  the  supposed  site  of  the  Tent  Camp  at  Nagel 
Avenue  and  Broadway. 

Von  Krafft  refers  several  times  to  the  camping  place  of  the 
Thirty-eighth  regiment,  but  none  of  the  localities  designated 
appear  to  fit  the  17th  camp  site.   All  are  apparently  further  south. 

The  45th  regiment,  two  buttons  of  which  were  found  on  this 
camp  site,  left  the  United  States  in  1778,  and  must  therefore  have 
been  one  of  the  corps  encamped  here  prior  to  that  date. 

On  July  26,  1779,  von  Krafft  says  that  the  Landgraf's  or 
Wutgenau  regiment  of  Hessians  were  quartered  in  the  "  Huts  of 
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the  captured  l7th  Toot/'  and  on  July  31,  he  notes  that  "  The 
Landgraf 's  regiment  had  to  make  room  in  the  camp  of  the  captured 
Seventeenth  for  Lord  Eawdon's  corps,  and  pitch  their  tents  at 
Charles  redoubt "  on  Marble  Hill. 

No  buttons  positively  known  to  be  Hessian  have  been  found  in 
the  iTth  regiment  camp,  but  several  varieties  of  pewter  buttons 
of  plain  form,  which  have  been  found  in  this  and  other  camps, 
may  be  confidently  attributed  to  the  presence  of  the  German  troops. 
To  this  day  the  German  regiments  bear  no  numbers  upon  their 
buttons. 

In  this  connection,  von  Kraft't  says  J  une  18,  1781,  "The  Hessian 
Yagers  arrived  here  today  from  Long  Island,  and  went  into  camp 
below  Cox  Hill,  at  tlie  place  where  the  huts  of  the  former  17th 
English  regiment  had  been,  and  they  received  tents  from  the  Land- 
grave regiment  and  ours,  because  they  could  get  no  bushes  or  wood 
around  there  to  build  huts  with." 

Then  on  September  9,  1781,  von  Krafl't  made  this  entry  con- 
cerning the  Yagers  in  the  same  camp:  "This  morning  the 
remaining  mounted  Yagers  with  the  horses  of  those  who  had  been 
taken  for  the  last  fleet  (and  had  been  obliged  to  leave  their  horses 
behind)  took  possession  of  the  tent  camp  at  Morris  House,  but  the 
remaining  Hessian  Yagers  remained  in  camp  below  Cox  Hill." 

Von  Kraift  mentioned  the  80th  Regiment  twice  in  his  journal, 
December  3rd  and  11th,  1780,  and  says  they  were  encamped  on 
the  north  end  of  the  island,  but  the  exact  place  is  not  stated.  A 
very  critical  reading  of  the  journal  seems,  however,  to  establish  the 
place  as  this  camp,  for  a  prior  entry  records  the  fact  that  the  80th 
was  encamped  "  at  King's  Bridge  "  October  24,  1780. 

We  have  no  record  of  the  iSTew  York  Volunteers  being  in  the 
old  camp  of  the  l7th  regiment,  but  this  Loyalist  corps  was  in 
Xew  York  during  the  summer  of  1778,  and  also  during  the  winter 
of  1779-80.  One  button  only  of  the  JSTew  York  Volunteers  was 
found  in  the  17th  camp ;  two  other  specimens,  one  of  which  was  an 
officer's  button,  were  found  at  Fort  George. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  how  the  several  discoveries  around 
this  large  camp  have  confirmed  the  historical  facts  as  above  re- 
corded. On  the  grading  of  Prescott  Avenue,  some  fifteen  years 
ago,  immediately  north  of  Reiff's  cottage,  the  workmen  disturbed 
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several  ovens  or  fireplaces,  and  the  stump'  of  what  was  thought  to 
have  been  a  flag  staff.  Mr.  Calver's  frequent  discovery  of  buttons 
of  the  17th  along  the  line  of  the  Avenue  had  led  to  the  supposition 
that  the  huts  must  have  been  in  that  immediate  vicinity.  In 
August,  1905,  a  young  resident,  Arthur  Kennedy,  saw  at  the  side 
of  the  Avenue  some  brickwork,  at  which  he  dug  and  disclosed  part 
of  a  fireplace,  which  was  then  carefully  excavated  and  found  to 
be  one  of  those  that  had  existed  in  one  of  the  military  huts.  It 
Avas  composed  of  various  kinds  of  brick,  yellow  and  red,  Dutch 
and  Colonial,  with  a  hearth  laid  in  half  bricks,  and  a  large  number 
of  loose  bricks  had  evidently  composed  the  chimney.  It  faced 
south  by  east.  Upon  the  floor  and  around  the  hearth  lay  three 
good  specimens  of  pot  or  kettle  hooks,  parts  of  bottles,  cut  glass 
wine  glass,  fragments  of  iron  kettle,  part  of  a  fry-pan,  ashes,  char- 
coal and  meat  bones.  At  the  north  angle  lay  the  bowl  of  a  clay 
tobacco  pipe,  bearing  the  trade-mark  "  T.  D.,"  the  first  of  that 
manufacture  definitely  associated  with  the  Revolutionary  period. 
Close  to  this  was  a  musket  bullet,  and  two  buttons  of  the  l7th 
regiment  fixed  the  character  of  the  place  as  one  of  their  huts. 
From  the  vicinity,  Mr.  Howard  Carlson  and  other  residents  have 
taken  many  objects  of  military  character,  among  which  are  British 
copper  coins,  gun-flints  and  buckles.  Mr.  Calver  found  the  basket 
guard  of  a  sword  and  the  lock  of  a  pistol  hard  by,  and  doubtless 
other  materials  may  come  to  light  when  further  disturbance  of  the 
hillside  is  made  for  public  improvements. 

Further  away  in  1909  a  search  among  the  rocks  some  distance 
south  of  Eeiff's  cottage  was  awarded  by  locating  an  occupied  site 
on  a  large  flat  rock,  below  which  debris  of  various  kinds  had  been 
thrown.  Among  the  customary  waste  materials  we  found  a  pair 
of  the  ice-creepers  of  which  another  sample  was  discovered  in  the 
vicinity,  indicating  that  such  appliances  were  in  use  among  the 
soldiery  in  the  winter.  A  small  solid  shot  lay  in  a  crevice,  and 
much  broken  china  and  some  excellent  Chinese  porcelain  lay 
scattered  over  the  rocks,  which  were  thickly  overgrown  with  poison 
ivy,  a  weed  v/hich  fortunately  has  no  terrors  for  some  of  the 
explorers. 
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Auotiier  part  of  the  area  of  the  camp  on  the  line  of  Seaman 
.'v venue  was  the  site  of  the  Indian  Village  to  which  reference  has 
been  previously  made.  On  the  east  side  and  extending  to  Cooper 
Street  there  was  a  truck  garden  which  after  the  spring  rains  was  a 
fertile  place  in  which  to  find  Indian  and  military  objects.  Here 
Mr.  Calver  picked  up  a  fine  bronze  bonnet  badge  of  the  71st  High- 
land Regiment  of  foot,  of  which  only  one  other  is  known  to  exist, 
having  been  found  at  Ticonderoga.  Here  the  spade  had  mingled 
the  broken  pottery,  rejects  and  artifacts  of  the  aborigines  with  the 
broken  pipes,  the  buckles  and  gun-flints  of  the  soldiery  of  the 
lievolution.  Below  the  soil  was  later  found  the  first  local  Indian 
liiniian  l)urial,  carefully  packed  around  with  oyster  shells, 
and  more  than  a  dozen  shell  pits  containing  the  remains  of  dogs 
and  sturgeon  were  scattered  over  the  area.  But  the  strangest 
association  was  to  come.  In  1908,  upon  the  cutting  through  of 
Seaman  Avenue,  the  burnt  earth  at  a  spot  on  the  v/est  bank  dis- 
closed the  existence  of  a  camp  fire  pit.  This  was  carefully  cleared, 
and  among  its  usual  accompaniments  were  two  unusual  objects,  one 
a  sih'er  button  of  an  oificer  of  the  Royal  ]\Iarines,  and  the  other  a 
human  toe  bone  I  The  presence  of  the  latter  was  accounted  for 
when  further  digging  to  the  south  disclosed  the  remains  of  two 
Indians,  a  male  and  a  female  buried  together  in  a  shallow  grave, 
part  of  which  had  been  disturbed  by  the  fire-pit  of  the  Marine 
o.'Kcer.  Later  search  brought  to  light  other  of  the  foot  bones  of  the 
male  skeleton  on  the  other  side  of  the  fireplace.  One  wonders  if 
the  revelry  of  the  commissioned  intruders  were  enlivened  by^  the 
spirits  of  the  disturbed  couple. 

Tlie  discovery  in  1013  of  the  officer's  hut  at  Fort  Washing-ton 
:i Horded  indications  which  led  to  a  further  attempt  at  locating  hut 
sites  in  the  neighborhood  of  Prescott  Avenue,  where  for  years 
past  numerous  surface  finds  of  military  objects  had  been  made. 
The  knowledge  gained  as  to  the  construction  of  dug-out  huts  in 
the  camp  of  the  Body  Regiment  also  indicated  that  by  better 
direction  a  search  for  similar  huts  of  the  l7th  Foot  might  be  better 
rewarded  than  in  the  piist. 

The  well-made  brick  fireplace  which  was  found  and  photo- 
grapliod  rluly  ■](),  190."),  was  now  tliought  to  hn\e  been  part  of  the 
construction  of  an  officer's  hut,  in  the  light  of  the  experience  with 
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the  Fort  Washington  hut.  And  the  relative  arrangement  of  officers' 
and  private  dwellings  in  the  Body  Regiment  Camp  showed  that 
.this  hut  probably  lay  above  the  site  of  the  soldiers'  dugouts.  A 
searching  party  was  organized  and  a  visit  made  to  Prescott  Avenue. 
It  was  thought  that  a  dump  of  rubbish  might  probably  be  found 
below  the  site  of  the  fireplace  in  a  relation  similar  to  that  found  at 
Fort  Washington.  If  so,  its  position  would  probably  be  just  east 
of  Prescott  Avenue,  the  narrow,  rough  roadway  of  which  cut  across 
the  site  of  the  hut.  It  was  found  that  a  wash-out  had  carried 
away  a  considerable  amount  of  the  soil  on  one  side  of  the  road 
exposing  some  signs  of  dark  soil  near  the  hut  site.  Active  labor 
soon  brought  to  light  a  number  of  objects  of  a  military  character, 
such  as  bullets,  ironwork,  pot-hooks  and  nails,  bones,  broken  glass 
and  china,  the  latter  of  colonial  manufacture.  The  hot  day's 
work  was  well  rewarded  with  a  button  of  the  17th  and  one  of  the 
57th  regiment.  The  appearances  indicated  that  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  road  the  upper  part  of  this  rubbish  deposit  had  been 
disturbed,  and  it  may  be  inferred  that  some  of  the  military  objects 
found  from  time  to  time  on  the  roadway  came  from  this  place. 

Two  weeks  later,  the  occurrence  of  the  superstitious  number  of 
the  13th  dscy  of  the  month  led  to  remarks  as  to  the  improbability 
of  any  luck,  but  the  day  proved  one  of  the  most  fortunate  of  the 
season.  While  some  of  the  party  were  clearing  up  the  remains  of 
the  dump  found  previously,  Mr.  Calver  started  a  few  trial  holes 
opposite  the  one-time  fireplace,  the  position  of  which  he  first 
located.  The  ground  was  so  dry  that  the  sounding  rod  was  of 
little  service,  so  small  holes  were  sunk  with  the  the  spade  and  the 
output  carefully  examined.  About  20  feet  south  of  the  hut  side 
at  a  depth  of  a  couple  of  feet  some  wood  ashes  were  found  —  the 
undoubted  sign  of  the  dump  for  which  search  was  being  made. 

A  deep  trench  was  cut  outwards  from  this  point  and  afforded 
the  means  of  careful  undercutting  of  the  deposit.  It  was  fortunate 
that  this  was  done  fox  the  place  proved  to  be  rich  in  material,  and 
all  the  good  soil  was  passed  through  the  sifter. 

A  little  work  brought  to  light  a  number  of  military  buttons, 
chiefly  those  of  the  l7th  regiment,  followed  by  an  excellent  sample 
of  the  28th  foot  and  a  fine  IT.  S.  A.  or  Continental  army  button, 
which  was  hailed  with  great  satisfaction.    These  were  all  pewter 
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buttons,  but  the  belief  that  this  deposit  was  connected  witb  the 
presence  of  officers  was  confirmed  wben  a  fine  bronze  badge  was 
found.  It  lay  face  domiward  and  at  first  sight  presented  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  familiar  shoe  buckle,  but  when  carefully  loosened  it 
pro\  ed  to  be  a  broiize  badge,  about  3i/o  inches  in  length,  bearing 
the  royal  initials  G.  .R."  surmounted  by  a  crown.  At  the  back 
it  had  four  eyelets  and  there  still  remained  some  fragments  of 
canvas  to  which  it  had  been  evidently  secured.  This  material  led 
Mr.  J ohn  Ward  Duusmore,  who  aided  in  the  work  of  exploration, 
to  pronounce  it,  as  it  proved  to  be,  the  badge  on  a  sabre-tache  or 
canvas  pouch  usually  carried  by  the  Guards,  and  was  attached  to 
the  sword  belt.  Lt.  Colonel  Lovett,  of  the  present  28th  Regiment, 
in  correspondence  at  a  later  date,  states  that  such  ornaments  were 
worn  only  by  officers  of  the  Guards.  (See  plate  3-3.) 

The  day's  finds  included  a  number  of  more  familiar  objects 
including  a  handsome  silver-plated  shoe-buckle,  several  "  ice^ 
creepers  "  which  were  found  close  together  with  the  now  customary 
accompaniments  of  bullets,  bayonet-scabbard  hooks  mixed  with  the 
debris  of  china,  glass,  bones,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  mussel 
shells. 

These  were  followed  the  succeeding  Simday  by  further  rewards. 
The  spoil  consisted  of  about  15  buttons,  including  one  of  the  57th 
Foot,  and  four  silver  buttons,  those  of  officers,  of  the  l7th  Regi- 
ment, thus  establishing  the  suspected  nature  of  the  hut  site. 

An  oval  silver  sleeve  link  with  gilded  face,  was  a  further  indi- 
cation. Two  more  ice-creepers  and  a  skate  added  evidence  of 
occupation  during  the  winter  of  1778-9.  A  bottle,  complete  ex- 
cept the  beaded  mouthpiece,  was  one  that  bad  seen  service  no 
doubt  in  the  same  connection,  as  probably  did  a  very  pretty  cream- 
ware  tea-cup,  which  was  afterward  nearly  completely  restored. 
A  bronze  half-penny  of  George  III  of  the  year  177C  brought  the 
date  of  occupation  still  closer. 

It  remains  a  matter  of  conjecture  whether  the  buttons  of  the 
Continental  soldiers  were  borne  by  a  captive  in  the  camp.  They 
were  not  the  first  found  in  the  neighborhood,  but  the  number  here 
discovered  points  to  some  continued  condition,  and  their  associa- 
tion with  the  British  buttons  seems  to  point  rather  clearly  to  that 
theory  of  their  presence. 
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Later  on,  the  party  completed  tlie  work  of  excavation  and  some- 
what to  their  surprise  discovered  that  the  deposit  had  been  accumu- 
lated within  an  abandoned  dug-out  hut,  the  floor  of  which  was  of 
compact  earth  extending  below  the  debris,  on  the  surface  of  which 
floor  more  buttons  and  objects  were  found.  Among  the  former 
were  those  of  some  corps  not  previously  discovered,  such  as  the 
10th  and  the  14th  in  rather  poor  condition.  These  were  accom- 
panied by  others  of  the  U.  S.  A.,  and  one  of  the  71st  Highlanders. 
A  shoe-buckle,  more  bullets,  a  whole  pipe  bowl  of  plain  pattern,  a 
pocket  knife  and  a  sheet-iron  pail  lay  among  the  debris  with  barrel 
hoops  within  which  lay  a  mass  of  white  clay,  which  was  recognized 
as  the  substitute  for  pipe  clay,  to  which  von  Krafit  refers  as  hav- 
ing been  brought  from  Newtown,  Long  Island,  "  for  whitening  " 
in  April  1781.  This  hut  site  was  reopened  in  1914  and  the  fire- 
place was  found.  It  consisted  only  of  a  few  small  stones  and  much 
wood  ash.  Only  a  button  or  two  of  the  l7th  was  added  to  the 
collection  from  this  hut. 

The  locating  of  this  refuse  deposit  in  the  vicinity  of  the  hut, 
with  the  ofiicers'  debris  it  contained,  indicates  that  a  hut  which 
had  been  abandoned  by  the  common  soldiery  was  used  for  the 
purpose.  The  number  of  regimental  buttons  found  in  one  such 
position  may  be  due  to  the  employment  of  private  soldiers  as 
orderlies  in  attendance  on  some  officer  of  high  rank.  But  reference 
to  the  records  of  the  several  regiments  shows  that  their  occupa- 
tion was  probably  consecutive.  Thus  the  14th  was  most  likely  the 
first  to  be  at  this  place,  for  the  regiment  was  in  ISTew  York  in  1776, 
but  left  for  Europe  in  1777.  The  10th  regiment  also  left  ^^Tew 
York  for  England  in  October  1778,  and  the  28th  embarked  for 
Barbadoes  on  the  4th  of  November,  1778. 

Following  these  departures  which  place  the  presence  of  these 
three  regiments  at  In  wood  prior  to  the  end  of  1778,  we  found 
that  the  17th  came  to  New  York  in  1778  and  constructed  huts  in 
this  hill  prior  to  the  capture  of  the  Regiment  at  Stony  Point  on 
15-16  July,  1779.  As  tents  were  not  used  for  winter  residence,  it 
follows  that  these  habitations  were  made  in  the  Fall  or  early  winter 
of  1778.  After  the  capture  the  regiment  was  reformed  out 
of  exchanged  men  and  perhaps  was  re-uniformed  with  clothing 
having  buttons  of  somewhat  different  pattern,  of  which  specimens 
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are  found  on  this  site,  upon  which  they  may  have  been  quartered 
temporarily.  The  Corps  left  J^ew  York  again  in  1780  and  wound 
up  their  share  of  misfortune  by  recapture  at  Yorktown  in  1781. 
The  71st  Highland  Regiment  was  more  or  less  associated  with  the 
l7th  both  at  Ston}'  Point  and  at  Yorktown,  and  here  their  buttons 
are  also  found  together. 

The  57th  Regiment  was  in  and  around  jSTew  York  during  most 
of  the  War  of  Independence.  The'  predominance  of  the  l7th  how- 
ever indicates  their  special  occupation  of  the  place.  The  14th 
Regiment  left  l^ew  York  in  the  year  1777,  and  the  button  affords 
a  limit  to  that  occupation.  In  general  the  finds  confirm  the  state- 
ments of  von  Krafft,  and  have  added  a  valuable  chapter  to  the 
record  of  the  Revolution  on  Washington  Heights. 

In  confirmation  of  this  conclusion,  the  discovery  of  another  hut, 
near  by,  may  be  mentioned.  Some  sand  had  been  dug  out  on  the 
side  of  the  "  Avenue "  almost  exactly  opposite  Rieff's  cottage. 
This  part  of  the  road  had  been  over-run  by  sand  washed  down  in 
heavy  rains,  and  it  had  been  the  idea  that  it  was  little  use  to  exam- 
ine below  the  soil.  The  sand  pit  was  only  about  a  foot  and  a  half 
deep,  but  this  bared  a  little  of  the  original  surface,  upon  removing 
which,  black  soil  was  disclosed,  and  a  little  lower  a  number  of  old 
Colonial  red  bricks  were  found  lying  together.  Stones  lay  below 
having  the  appearance  of  part  of  a  fireplace.  In  cutting  away  the 
earth  near  this  stone  a  fine  silver  button  of  the  l7th  Foot  Regiment 
fell  out  which  at  once  established  the  character  of  tlie  place.  At  a 
depth  of  about  3  feet  some  bricks  were  found  laid  in  a  line, 
evidently  part  of  a  floor,  and  on  them  lay  a  pot  hook.  The  excava- 
tion was  carried  further  north  and  disclosed  a  well-laid  hearth, 
consisting  of  a  large  flat  stone  around  the  edge  of  which  on  three 
sides  were  red  bricks  set  on  edge,  a  new  style  of  such  work.  The 
place  was  barren  of  results  other  than  several  small  pot  hooks  and 
some  broken  bottles.  It  was  a  rather  large  hut,  possibly  a  guard 
room,  and  from  the  large  number  of  loose  and  broken  brick  around 
the  middle  of  tlie  floor  space,  there  may  have  been  more  of  the 
floor  bricked,  or  the  fireplace  may  have  been  built  with  them. 

As  these  hut  floors  so  far  located  along  the  east  side  of  Prescott 
Avenue  appeared  to  be  part  of  a  symmetrical  arrangement,  search 
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was  renewed  in  1914,  and  "  soundings  "  were  made  at  different 
places  along  the  line  of  the  road. 

There  is  a  footpath  np  the  steepest  part  of  the  hill  which  had 
worn  away  the  soil,  and  the  spring  rains  brought  to  light  a  few 
scraps  of  bottle-glass  and  bone,  which  indicated  a  likely  site,  though 
very  far  up  the  hill. 

A  careful  search  with  the  steel  rod  disclosed  some  large  stones 
in  the  steep  bank,  and  some  hard  work  soon  uncovered  one  of  the 
finest  fireplaces  yet  discovered.  It  was  at  the  northerly  end  of 
a  hut  floor  which  was  composed  of  hard  beaten  sand  and  was 
about  12  feet  in  length,  and  of  undecided  width  as  it  extended 
under  the  roadway.  Some  of  the  familiar  objects  of  military  life 
came  to  hand,  and  the  usual  pot-hook  was  found  close  to  the  hearth, 
which  was  covered  several  inches  deep  v/ith  the  ashes  of  its  long 
extinguished  fires. 

But  a  pewter  button  of  the  17th  Foot  soon  established  the  char- 
acter of  the  place,  and  the  fireplace  was  carefully  cleared  out 
preparatory  to  photographing  it.  It  tiirned  out  to  be  of  the  usual 
tapered  form  a'-G"  wide  at  back,  3'-9"  wide  at  the  mouth  and  2' 
deep,  evidently  English  measures. 

The  hearth  was  of  sand,  the  walls  all  of  stone  and  only  a  few 
bricks  were  found.  On  the  ash  bed  at  one  side  was  a  flat  stone 
that  might  have  been  used  as  a  "  hob "  which  was  lifted 
after  a  photograph  had  been  taken,  when  a  button  of  the 
14th  Foot  or  Buckinghamshire  Regiment  was  found,  lying 
face  upwards,  underneath  it.  On  working  around  the  "  ingle- 
neuk "  of  the  fireplace  a  single  shovelful  of  soil  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  sifter  which  contained  three  buttons,  one  of  which 
was  a  fine  pewter  specimen  of  the  52nd  Regiment.  According 
to  von  Krafft.  this  regiment  was  at  King's  Bridge,  as  this  place 
was  called  in  a  general  way,  in  August,  1778,  after  which  the 
corps,  being  greatly  depleted,  was  sent  home  to  England  to  recruit 
its  numbers.  So  the  three  finds  afforded  quite  definite  information 
as  to  the  time  of  occupation  of  the  camp  and  placed  the  first  con- 
stru.ction  a  year  earlier  than  the  record  of  von  Krafft  had  indicated. 
It  seems  more  than  probable,  therefore,  that  it  was  first  occupied. 
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and  the  huts  perhaps  begun  by  the  American  troops  under  Gen. 
Heath  in  the  fall  of  1776. 

The  fireplace  stood  almost  exactly  in  line  with  the  two  other 
sites  located  in  1913,  and  thus  decided  a  line  of  the  arrangement) 
of  the  huts.  The  only  problem  left  was  the  distance  apart  of  any 
intermediate  huts.  The  steel  rod  soon  located  one  likely  spot  near 
the  roots  of  a  small  sumach  tree,  and  a  hole  was  dug  in  which 
ironwork  and  glass  was  found.  It  proved  to  be  a  poor  place,  yield- 
ing- a  bullet  or  two  and  an  ice-creeper,  but  no  military  objects  of 
special  interest.  But  it  led  to  better  things,  for  measuring  its 
distance  from  the  other  sites,  it  indicated  a  probable  space  of 
25  to  30  feet  between  hut  sites  and  on  measuring  olf  such  spaces 
new  places  were  found  very  promptly.  The  first  turned  out  to  be 
a  sort  of  a  dump,  possibly  a  cess-pit.  Nearly  5  feet  below  the 
surface  were  some  frag-ments  of  good  china,  and  at  the  lowest  point 
lay  a  complete  ramrod.  This  proved  of  much  interest,  as  only  one 
other  complete  rod  had  been  found,  that  at  the  Arden  Street  camp. 
The  new  find  was  37  inches  long,  and  the  thread  or  screw  at  one 
end  was  still  traceable.  This  thread  was  used  to  secure  the  little 
"  worm  "  or  double  screw  which  was  used  to  extract  a  wad,  or  to 
hold  some  rag  to  clean  the  bore.  Strange  to  say,  the  worm  itseli 
was  found  in  the  next  hiit,  which  was  located  by  measujrement  in 
the  same  manner.  This  proved  much  more  interesting,  for  the 
floor  was  very  well  preserved  and  extended  about  12  feet  in  length 
by  some  6  feet  in  width.  On  the  floor  lay  seven  small  silver 
buttons  of  the  17th,  and  their  similarity  led  to  the  conjecture  that 
they  must  have  been  on  a  single  garment.  The  sifter  brought  to 
light  fragments  of  carbonized  cloth  and  a  j^iece  of  silver  lace  which 
confirmed  this  idea.  When  a  pair  of  shears,  a  thimble  and  a  brass 
pin  were  discovered,  we  concluded  that  the  hut  had  been  used  by 
the  regimental  tailor  whose  work  had  been  hastily  dropped,  per- 
haps on  account  of  the  burning  of  the  hut.  Under  the  microscope, 
the  cloth  appeared  to  be  of  two  weaves,  one  of  which  was  distinctly 
a  sort  of  braid.  Its  color,  of  course,  had  been  changed  to  black, 
perhaps  by  fire.  There  was  no  fireplace  to  this  hut.  It  perhaps 
existed  under  the  roadway. 

The  site  of  the  tailor's  hut  was  filled  in  and  attention  was 
turned  to  the  next  opportunity.    A  distance  was  measured  ofi^,  of 
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27  feet,  and  signs  of  Imman  occupation  were  soon  found  at  a 
deptti  of  about  three  feet  below  the  surface.  These  signs  were 
chiefly  broken  bottles,  the  number  of  which  increased  as  the  floor 
was  reached,  until  quite  a  pile  of  fractured  glass  was  accumulated. 
There  was  an  unusual  absence  of  personal  objects,  but  at  last 
one  of  a  pair  of  bronze  cuff-links  was  found,  the  desig-n  on  which 
was  very  interesting,  being  a  classical  design  with  the  head  of  a 
Persian  monarch,  promptly  christened  "  Cambyses." 

Then  an  iron  funnel  was  taken  out,  which,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  abundance  of  bottles,  indicated  that  the  place  might  have 
been  used  as  the  grog-shop  or  canteen  of  the  regiment.  The  floor 
was  not  in  very  good  condition  and  there  was  a  quantity  of  charcoal 
in  the  soil  above  it,  so  that  it  was  probably  burnt  down.  Perhaps 
the  grog  accounted  for  the  fire. 

After  trying  some  other  points  along  the  line  of  discovered  huts 
without  success,  we  transferred  attention  to  the  ground  lying  below 
where  we  had  an  impression  that  a  third  line  of  huts  might  have 
been  constructed  at  an  equal  distance  apart. 

Some  passes  with  the  sounder  around  the  large  mulberry  tree, 
beneath  the  welcome  shade  of  which  our  frugal  lunch  had  often 
been  absorbed,  indicated  stones  and  shells  below  the  soil.  A  hole 
sunk  at  a  point  about  35  feet  east  by  south  of  the  line  of  huts 
soon  turned  out  some  signs  of  military  life.  The  place  on  further 
development  appeared  to  have  been  a  sort  of  pit  or  rubbish  hole  dug 
at  the  back  of  a  fireplace  containing  bones  and  shells.  The  large 
stones  of  the  fireplace  lay  at  the  bottom  part,  under  one  of  which 
was  a  long  pot-hook.  Several  pewter  buttons  of  the  17th  and  one  of 
the  7lst  Fraser  Highlanders  came  to  hand,  with  a  bronze  cuff-link 
having  the  design  of  the  rose,  thistle  and  shamrock.  A  bayonet 
socket,  a  bullet  and  gun-flint  were  familiar  military  accompani- 
ments of  the  buttons.  An  odd  find  was  a  bronze  needle  about  i  2 
inches  in  length,  evidently  a  "  home-made  "  article,  such  as  might 
be  used  for  tent-making.  On  working  to  the  south  around  the  large 
stones,  it  was  found  that  they  had  formed  part  of  a  large  wrecked 
fireplace  which  belonged  to  another  large  hut,  the  floor  of  which 
lay  at  a  depth  of  about  31/2  feet  from  the  surface;  and  from  the 
rich  ashes  of  the  hearth  the  mulberry  tree  had  sprung,  its  numerous 
roots  greatly  interfering  with  our  exploration    In  front  of  this 
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hearth  was  an  unusually  large  pile  of  barrel-hoops,  which  from 
their  quantity  and  variety  indicated  that  this  may  have  been  la 
storehouse.  Assuming  that  four  were  used  on  a  barrel,  there  would 
have  been  about  a  dozen  of  them.  Among  the  ashes  a  pevd;er 
button  of  the  iTth  was  found,  which  proved  the  occupancy  of  the 
place  by  that  regiment,  and  provided  as  well  one  of  the  finest 
specimens  of  its  kind,  retaining  its  shape  and  original  lustre.  The 
large  size  ©f  the  fireplace  and  the  extent  of  the  space  around  it  in 
which  objects  were  scattered  confirmed  the  idea  that  it  was  prob- 
ably a  storehouse.  But  it  was  more  important  in  that  it  showed  the 
probable  existence  of  a  third  line  of  huts,  and  an  energetic  effort 
was  made  to  locate  them.  The  first  attempt,  however,  at  the  south 
of  this  place,  led  into  an  unexpected  Indian  shell-pit,  which 
afforded  an  immense  mass  of  oyster  shells  with  accompanying 
labor  of  extraction,  but  only  a  few  scraps  of  native  pottery. 
Execrating  the  unprofitable  aborigines,  the  shells  were  piled  back 
in  the  hole,  in  which  they  had  lain  long  before  the  first  American 
soldier  appeared  on  the  scene,  and  attention  was  turned  to  the; 
fascinating  search  for  military  information  and  materials. 

The  number  of  hut  sites  thus  far  disclosed,  and  the  apparent 
regularity  with  Avhich  some  of  them  appeared  to  have  been  located, 
now  required  a  careful  survey  of  the  sites  to  determine  the  exact 
lay-out  of  the  camp.  Accordingly,  a  morning  was  spent  in  staking 
out  the  knoAvn  positions  and  measuring  the  distances  between  them, 
and  in  relating  them  to  a  string  dravm  parallel  to  the  east  curbline 
of  the  finished  part  of  Prescott  Avenue  north  of  Dyckman  Street. 
A  cross  line  of  the  curbs  of  Academy  Street  across  the  camp  site 
was  set  off  and  the  various  finds  were  plotted  with  accurate  refer- 
ence to  existing  street  lines.  The  rows  of  the  huts  lay  in  three 
lines,  about  33  feet,  or  say  half  a  chain  apart,  and  the  central  line, 
on  which  so  far  nine  huts  had  been  located  was  very  nearly  parallel 
to  the  roadway  of  Prescott  Avenue  as  constructed.  This  indicated 
that  both  had  followed  the  natural  topography  of  the  ground  and 
that  the  present  rough  lane  may  even  have  been  the  successor  of  a 
camp  pathway. 

The  distance  between  those  huts  which  lay  nearest  each  other 
along  that  line  semed  to  have  been  30  to  33  feet.  A  presumable 
third  row  was  staked  out  starting  from  the  most  recent  find  under 
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the  mulberry  tree,  and  having  marked  with  large  cards  on  stakes 
all  the  hut  sites  a  large  photograph  was  taken  of  the  entire  area 
on  Sunday,  September  6,  1914.  Sounding  at  the  expected  distance 
along  the  third  line  soon  showed  signs  of  debris.  This  proved  to  be 
an  extensive  as  well  as  interesting  place,  developing  by  several 
days  of  labor  into  a  large  hut  about  20  feet  by  12  feet,  with  a  very 
hard  floor  of  packed  sand,  extending  fully  20  feet  intO'  the  hill- 
side, where  the  back  part  was  five  feet  underground.  In  this  deep 
part  there  was  a  rough  fireplace  with  a  mass  of  ashes  and  debris 
situated  in  one  corner,  an  unusual  position.  (Hut  Q  ;  see  plate  30.) 

In  this  excavation,  the  sieve  caught  a  fine  pewter  button  of  the 
Coldstream  Guards,  the  proximity  of  which  to  the  Guards  Badge 
in  the  hut  opened  in  1913,  which  was  only  25  feet  away,  leads  to 
the  presumption  that  the  latter  belonged  to  an  ofiicer  of  that 
famous  regiment. 

It  was  an  interesting  coincidence  that  Mr.  Calver  received  at 
this  time  a  letter  from  Colonel  Monck,  commanding  that  corps, 
vsTitten  just  prior  to  the  departure  of  the  regiment  to  the  seat  of 
war  in  Belgium,  conveying  the  thanl<:s  of  the  regiment  to  him  for 
the  gift  of  the  bronze  beltplate  bearing  the  initials  "  C.  G."  which 
had  been  found  some  years  ago  at  Fort  Tryon.  The  latest  find 
was  by  far  the  best  specimen  of  a  button  of  the  Coldstreams  and 
added  a  keen  zest  to  the  further  exploration  of  the  hut.  This  was 
rewarded  with  about  twenty  other  buttons,  one  of  which  was  an 
American  Continental  "  U.  S.  A."  Another  was  a  small  silveii 
button  of  the  lYth,  in  such  perfect  preservation  that  iis  face  shone 
up  brightly  as  soon  as  it  was  shaken  loose  from  its  earthy  covering. 
A  third  find  was  a  hollow  pewter  button  of  the  l7th  of  the  type 
worn  by  non-commissioned  officers. 

With  these  were  familiar  military  objects,  such  as  ice-creepers, 
bullets,  gun-flints,  a  razor  and  a  knife  and  fork. 

There  was  an  unusual  abundance  of  oyster,  clam  and  mussel 
shells  composing  a  layer  evidently  thrown  in  after  the  hut  floor 
had  been  filled  partly  up.  Very  little  china  or  ironwork  came  to 
hand,  except  a  crushed  Hessian  canteen  and  part  of  a  Staffordshire 
iron  tripod  cooking  pot. 

About  twenty  feet  north  of  t]iis  hut  there  were  traces  of  another, 
but  it  proved  so  barren  of  objects  that  it  was  abandoned  in  favor  of 
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a  more  promising  site.  This  was  located  October  10,  1914,  by 
measurement,  and  was  opened  by  trenching  into  the  hillside.  The 
floor,  where  it  emerged  from  the  hillside,  was  about  2  feet  deep, 
probably  the  shallower  part  had  been  destroyed  by  the  frost  and 
plongh.  It  was  very  dry  and  cutting  into  the  hill  proved  hard 
work,  but  buttons  of  the  71st  and  one  of  the  l7th  with  a  couple 
of  bullets  sufficiently  indicated  the  character  of  the  place.  Later 
rains  somewhat  eased  the  labor  and  among  the  objects  discovered 
was  a  complete  rum  bottle,  which  lay  flat  on  the  floor  level.  It 
was  nearly  empty  of  sand  and  in  excellent  condition  and  was  added 
to  Mr.  Dunsmore's  collection.  On  cutting  back  into  the  hill  sev- 
eral feet,  it  was  found  that  the  hut  had  been  filled  in  with  stones 
and  sand  containing  scraps  of  metal.  The  fireplace  was  quite 
fifteen  feet  in  the  hillside  and  faced  northeastwards  and  occiipied, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  previous  discovery,  the  corner  of  the  hut. 
On  the  ashes  lay  no  less  than  eight  pot  hooks,  one  of  which  was  a 
yard  long,  and  near  by  two  pewter  buttons  of  the  17th  added  to  the 
museum  collection,  and  a  good  ice-creeper,  a  camp  axe-head,  a 
bullet  beaten  into  a  flat  disc,  and  an  illegible  copper  halfpenny. 

In  a  space  imder  one  of  the  few  remaining  appletrees  of  the 
Dyckman  orchard  is  a  little  playgTOund  for  children,  provided 
with  a  see-saw,  to  one  side  of  v/hich  the  steel  rod  gave  indications 
of  stones  set  in  a  line  about  2  feet  below  the  sod.  The  situation 
was  just  between  the  huts  last  opened.  This  new  place  indicated 
that  these  large  huts  on  the  third  line  might  be  closer  together 
and  thus  might  have  been  nearly  continuous. 

The  row  of  stones  extended  east  and  west,  and  on  the  north  side 
was  military  debris,  bullets,  gun-flints  and  plain  pewter  buttons. 
About  .5  feet  down  was  a  mass  of  blackened  sand  and  much  ashes 
with  a  single  barrel  hooj)  lying  flat.  Careful  sifting  brought  out  a 
bronze  sleeve-link  with  an  ornamental  design,  a  part  of  a  brass 
badge  of  thin  metal,  an  ice-creeper  and  a  small  brass  thimble,  with 
a  scrap  of  porcelain  having  the  mark  "  W  "  thereon.  There  was  a 
good  fireplace  facing  eastward  luiilt  of  large  stones.  This  fire- 
place again  occupied  a  corner  of  the  hut  space  for  the  original 
sand  wall  was  very  clear  along  side  of  it.  The  hut  was  curiously 
crowded  in  between  the  other  sites  and  seemed  to  be  shallower 
than  others.    On  this  floor  no  less  than  sixteen  bullets  were  taken 
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up,  sufficient  to  demonstrate  its  military  character  to  a  large  num- 
ber of  interested  visitors. 

On  the  floor,  alongside  the  inevitable  pot-hook,  were  many  frag- 
ments of  a  cover  of  a  soup-tureen.  It  was  nearly  complete  and  the 
beautiful  design  of  its  shape  and  handle  made  it,  in  its  restored 
condition  a  striking  addition  to  the  collection  of  military  ceramics. 

Prolonged  labor  at  this  place  resulted  in  a  number  of  local 
friendships  and  every  day  brought  a  succession  of  inquisitive 
visitors,  among  whom  some  of  the  children  of  the  vicinity  were 
the  most  persistently  interested  in  the  work,  joining  in  shoveling 
and  sifting  and  enjoying  the  excitement  of  the  finds.  The  last  hut 
discovered  up  to  the  time  of  completing  this  record  was  again 
thirty  feet  northward  on  the  third  line  of  huts,  where  the  sounding 
rod  indicated  conditions.  As  the  hole  was  sunk  the  rod  followed 
and  finally  located  a  floor  surface  quite  five  feet  below  the  slope 
of  the  hill.  Soon  followed  abundant  evidence  of  its  occupation  in 
bullets,  bones  and  pot  hooks  of  which  several  lay  at  different  depths. 
Fully  seven  feet  below  ground  the  hearth  of  the  fireplace  was 
found,  in  front  of  which  was  a  large  fiat  hearth-stone  and  on  and 
around  it  were  fragments  of  hand-painted  English  Delft  paste- 
ware.  An  odd  discovery  was  the  stem  of  an  Indian  clay  pipe  which 
had  evidently  been  discovered  by  some  soldier  who  had  cut  it  with 
a  knife  to  ascertain  its  material  and  then  proceeded  to  further 
develop  it  into  a  whistle !  He  apparently  got  tired  of  the  pastime 
and  threw  it  away.  The  excavation  was  so  extensive  that  a  barrow 
became  for  the  first  time  a  necessity,  and  the  soil  was  wheeled  out 
and  deposited  on  either  side  of  the  excavation.  The  stones  which 
once  composed  the  upper  part  of  the  fireplace  were  found  to  have 
fallen  in  upon  the  hearth,  and  on  removal  the  stone  structure  was 
uncovered  and  found  to  be  one  of  the  best  yet  unearthed.  It 
faced  northwards  as  others  below  had  done.  The  chimney-stones 
and  a  number  of  excellent  red  bricks  were  saved  for  reconstruction. 
(Hut  S;  see  plate  30.) 

The  sifter  brought  to  light  the  face  part  of  a  silver  button  of 
the  42nd  or  Royal  Highland  Regiment,  the  famous  "  Black 
Watch."  This  was  followed  by  finding  a  still  finer  specimen  of  the 
28th  Regiment  which  rather  appropriately  was  commanded  in 
the  Revolutionary  War  by  a  Colonel  of  the  name  of  Prescott. 
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These  valued  specimens  greatly  added  to  the  zest  of  the  search, 
which  was  rewarded  by  a  pair  of  ice-creepers,  half-a-dozen  bullets, 
gun-flints,  fragments  of  buckles,  and  a  horse's  bit.  An  interesting 
clay  pipe  was  found  with  much  of  its  broken  stem  lying  nearby. 
It  has  an  elaborate  raised  design  on  each  side  of  the  bowl  com- 
posed of  the  Eoyal  arms  of  Great  Britain,  and  it  was  of  the 
"  church  warden  "  type  with  a  long  stem.  iSTearby  were  pewter 
buttons  of  the  l7th  Regiment  and  a  handsome  gold-plated  orna- 
mental button  of  an  unusual  design,  rather  similar  in  form  to  a 
button  found  in  the  officer's  hut  site  at  Fort  Washington  in  1913. 

Among  this  debris  were  two  brass  pins  and  a  pocket  knife. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  rubbish  in  the  filled-in  material, 
quantities  of  ashes,  oysters  and  bones  with  bullets  and  gun-flints, 
a  lead  pencil,  and  small  fragments  of  porcelain.  A  complete  little 
pipe  bowl  had  a  heart-shaped  design  encircling  the  well-known 
initials  "  T.  D."  and  a  "  W.  G."  pipe  was  a  familiar  companion. 
Several  more  71st  Regiment  buttons  came  to  hand  and  one  of  the 
35th,  making  five  regiments  identified  with  the  occupancy  of  the 
hut. 

The  use  of  the  hut  by  officers  and  its  extensive  size  rendered  it 
a  peculiarly  interesting  consummation  of  the  field  work  for  the 
year  1914,  during  which  this  important  camp  site  had  been  so 
successfully  and  definitely  developed. 
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XVI 

HOLLAT^D'S  FERRY  CAMP 

Where  the  Speedway  bends  around  the  base  of  Fort  George  hill, 
a  wide  inlet  extends  from  the  Harlem  River,  which  was  long 
known  to  the  Dutch  settlers  as  the  Half  Kill,  fed  by  the  little' 
brook,  called  "  Pieter  Tuynier's  Run,"  which  once  bounded  the 
Round  Meadow  —  later  the  Dyckman  farm  —  and  found  its  source 
at  the  base  of  Inwood  Hill  on  Seaman  Avenue. 

Under  cover  of  the  guns  in  a  fortification  upon  the  crest  of  Ford- 
ham  hill,  where  now  the  University  of  ISTew  York  dominates  the 
scene,  the  British  Light  Infantry  Corps,  under  the  command  of 
Brigadier  General  Edward  Matthews,  landed  on  November  16, 
1776,  in  Sherman's  Creek,  as  the  Half  Kill  is  now  known,  and 
advanced,  with  fixed  bayonets,  uj)  the  steep  hillside  to  that  hand- 
to-hand  encoimter  with  Colonel  Baxter's  Pennsylvanians  which 
ended  in  the  capture  of  Laurel  Hill. 

The  importance  of  the  advanced  position  of  the  Fordham  forti- 
fication, which  later  became  known  as  "  Fort  Number  Eight," 
necessitated  the  establishment  of  some  means  of  ready  communica- 
tion between  the  fort  and  its  supports  upon  Manhattan,  and  during 
the  occupation  of  New  York  Island  by  the  British  troops  there  was 
in  existence  a  ferry  known  as  Holland's,  which  evidently  had 
one  terminal  upon  the  promontory  forming  the  north  side  of  the 
inlet  of  Sherman's  Creek,  which  in  recent  times  was  locally  known 
as  Bronson's  Point  and  is  now  covered  by  the  vast  power  station 
of  the  United  Electric  Light  &  Power  Company. 

An  examination  of  the  plan  drawn  by  von  Krafft  in  1779  dis- 
closes a  direct  reference  upon  the  drawing  to  "  Holland's  ferry," 
the  road  leading  to  which  around  the  level  ground  north  of  Laurel 
Hill  is  so  inscribed.  On  the  British  headquarters'  map  of  1782, 
at  the  point  above  described,  a  small  pier  is  shown  extending  into 
the  Harlem,  back  of  which  is  an  enclosure  surrounding  four  build- 
ings, and  bearing  the  appearances  of  a  military  compound.  The 
ferry  is  referred  to  several  times  in  von  Krafft's  diary,  particu- 
larly in  connection  with  the  attack  made  in  1781  upon  the  positions  ' 
then  held  by  the  British  on  Fordham  Heights,  when  the  surprising  i 
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forces  cut  the  cables  of  the  ferry,  and  scared  the  defenders  of  the 
locality  very  thoroughly. 

The  discovery  of  military  remains  at  this  place  was  made  by 
jMr.  W.  L.  Calvcr  as  early  as  1890,  at  which  time  the  Point  was 
still  in  its  original  condition,  preceding  the  grading  of  iSTinth 
Avenue,  201st  Street  and  Academy  Street,  and  the  bulkheading 
of  the  Sherman  Creek. 

The  first  evidence  of  the  past  occupancy  of  the  Point  by  British 
troops  was  the  discovery  of  an  officer's  button  of  the  26th  British 
Regiment  which  had  been  picked  up  by  Mrs.  Bronson  in  1875, 
fortunately  preserved  though  without  knowledge  of  its  bearing 
on  the  location  of  the  camp  and  eventually  serving  to  direct  atten- 
tion to  the  probable  existence  of  other  military  remains  in  the 
locality,  leading  to  the  discoveries  here  recorded. 

The  26th  Regiment,  later  known  as  the  Cameronians,  was  in 
American  service  between  1767  and  1780.  In  the  autumn  of 
1775,  when  Montgomery  besieged  St.  Johns,  the  garrison  of  that 
place  consisted  of  550  men  of  the  7th  and  26th  regiments,  with 
a  few  Canadian  militia,  all  commanded  by  Major  Charles  Preston 
of  the  26th.  The  whole  of  them  were  taken  prisoners  and  those  of 
ihe  26th  were  confined  at  Ticonderoga.  In  1776,  a  large  number 
of  the  26th  men  were  exchanged  and  the  regiment  reformed  and 
in  the  winter  of  1776-77,  the  regiment  was  at  Amboy.  The  26th 
subsequently  proceeded  to  'New  York  and  participated  in  the  cap- 
ture of  Forts  Clinton  and  Montgomery  on  the  Hudson,  October  6, 

1777.  The  26th  remained  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  until  the  army 
was  re-united  in  consequence  of  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  in 

1778.  It  does  not  appear  what  part  the  regiment  took  in  the  mili- 
tary operation  of  that  campaign,  during  part  of  which  it  was  on 
duty  on  Staten  Island.  The  staff  went  home  to  England  in  1779, 
and  the  men  were  then  distributed  among  other  regiments. 

Many  buttons  of  the  26th  were  found  at  Ticonderoga.  One 
specimen,  that  of  a  private  soldier,  was  found  in  Riverside  Park, 
Manhattan. 

Between  the  years  1890  and  1893,  many  minor  military  relics 
were  recovered  by  Mr.  Calver  upon  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
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after  heavy  rains,  or  when  the  bank  of  the  Harlem  had  been 
washed  away  or  cut  into  by  unusually  high  tides.  These  finds 
attracted  the  attention  of  other  interested  enquirers  by  whom  some 
small  excavations  were  made.  They  were  rewarded  by  the  dis- 
covery of  coins,  military  buttons  and  other  objects  such  as  are  now 
known  as  to  be  associated  with  military  camps  of  the  period  of 
the  Revolution.  In  1894,  the  whole  area  of  the  camping  place 
was  graded  to  the  level  of  the  streets  and  Ninth  Avenue  and  201st 
Street  v/ere  constructed. 

All  the  military  buttons  which  were  found  above  the  high  water 
mark  were  remarkably  well  preserved,  and  this  was  attributed  to 
the  fact  that  they  had  not  been  subject  to  the  action  of  the  salt  water 
of  the  Harlem  River,  nor  had  come  into  contact  with  any  fertiliz- 
ing material,  indicating  that  the  ground  thereabouts  had  never 
been  under  cultivation,  which  was  probably  the  case. 

While  no  direct  reference  to  the  occupation  of  this  camp  is  to 
be  found  in  any  records  of  the  Revolutionary  period,  we  may 
glean  from  the  regimental  buttons  which  have  been  found  informa- 
tion as  to  the  corps  which  occupied  the  camp,  and  from  the  records 
of  the  services  of  these  organizations,  can  judge  about  what  period 
of  the  war  each  regiment  was  quartered  on  this  interesting  site. 
It  may  be  conjectured  that  the  camp  had  some  connection  with  the 
occupation  of  the  17th  regiment  camp,  at  the  head  of  Academy 
Street  and  west  of  the  King's  Bridge  Road,  with  which  the  map 
of  1782  shows  connecting  roadways.  That  this  camp  was  occupied 
by  men  of  the  l7th  Regiment  of  Foot  is  established  by  buttons  of 
that  corps  found  within  its  limits.  It  was,  no  doubt,  the  landing 
place  for  boats  coming  up  the  Harlem  and  probably  the  terminal 
of  the  ferry  from  the  Fordham  side  of  the  river.  A  mass  of 
oyster  shells  and  o[her  refuse  existed  very  near  this  point  on  the' 
bank  of  the  Harlem  River,  and  indicates  its  prior  occupation  by| 
Indians,  although  it  is  quite  likely  that  some  of  the  shells  were  the 
result  of  the  presence  of  the  troops  stationed  at  that  point  between 
1776  and  1783. 

The  camp  refuse  was  most  abundant  in  the  vicinity  of  the  large 
cedar  tree  about  fifty  yards  north  of  the  two  other  cedars  which ; 
stood  just  on  that  point  where  the  wagon  track  road  wound  around 
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on  the  shore  of  the  Harlem.  Very  few  objects  were  found  on  the 
north  shore  of  Sherman's  bay.  The  search  for  military  buttons 
was  made  at  first  in  the  roadway  on  the  shore  of  the  Harlem 
between  the  cedar  trees.  Later,  some  excavations  were  made  into 
the  river  bank,  but  before  much  had  been  accomplished  the  whole 
point  of  land  was  graded  away  to  the  level  of  the  streets.  During 
the  progress  of  the  removal  of  the  knoll  on  the  Point,  a  human 
skeleton  was,  discovered,  and  a  brick  platform  was  also  uncovered, 
which  was  located  about  8  feet  beneath  the  surface  of  the  knoll, 
probably  the  floor  of  one  of  the  huts.  A  small  and  much  damaged 
cannon  and  a  rude  halberd  were  found  very  near  the  tall  cedar 
tree,  and  are  now  in  Van  Cortlandt  mansion.  Several  English 
coins  of  the  period  of  William  III,  of  George  II  and  of  George 
III,  were  found  near  the  two  cedar  trees  at  the  extreme  end  of 
I  the  Point.  In  the  river  bank  a  few  yards  north  of  these  two  trees, 
I  the  complete  bowl  of  a  white  clay  pipe,  bearing  an  English  crown 
1  and  other  ornamentation,  was  unearthed,  and  at  the  same  spot  was 
found  a  Hessian  coin  known  as  a  Heller,  near  a  large  Spanish  silver 
coin,  while  a  smaller  Spanish  silver  piece  was  found  about  sixty 
yards  to  the  north.  I^ear  the  little  house  once  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Rov/ley,  a  cannon  ball  was  dug  out  of  the  river  bank. 

Fpon  the  surface  of  the  soil,  gun-flints  and  bullets,  plain  Hessian 
buttons  and  an  English  penny  of  1774  were  picked  up,  and  on 
the  side  of  the  knoll  facing  towards  Sherman's  bay,  a  bayonet  and 
a  bill  hook.  These  objects  sufficiently  indicated  the  use  of  the  site, 
and  from  time  to  time  the  disturbance  of  the  surface  brought  to 
light  additional  evidences  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  knoll  facing 
the  Harlem  River,  such  as  knives,  spoons,  forks,  scissors,  jews- 
harps,  shoe  buckles,  tent-spikes,  broken  tea-cups  and  fragTnents  of 
various  objects  of  pottery  and  glassware. 

During  the  years  1892  to  1894,  Mr.  Calver  was  successful  in 
finding  buttons  of  the  following  corps : 

3rd  Regiment  of  Foot 
-±th  Regiment  of  Foot  or  King's  Own 
10th  or  Lincolnshire  Foot  Regiment 
33rd  Regiment 

Several  buttons  of  the  R.  P.  or  Royal  Provincial  Regiment, 
(the  IN'ew  York  Tory  Corps) 
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An  officer's  gilt  button  of  the  Second  Dragoons 
-  And  one  of  the  Third  Dragoons ;  two  cavalry  regiments  which 
were  not  present  in  America,  indicating  the  presence  of  detached 
officers. 

In  the  summer  of  the  year  1004,  with  the  aid  of  Dr.  Edward 
Ha  gaman  Hall,  Secretary  of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic 
Preservation  Society,  a  systematic  excavation  was  commenced  of 
the  undisturbed  portion  of  the  Point,  in  the  hope  and  belief  that 
all  the  secrets  of  occupation  of  the  camp  sit©  had  not  as  yet  been 
brought  to  light.    The  result  justified  expectations. 

It  was  on  a  hot  Sunday  afternoon  that  the  party  arrived  on 
the  spot  and  discussed  the  probabilities  of  the  place  and  the  best 
method  of  starting  the  exploration.  A  hole  was  dug  in  the  small 
portion  of  the  river  bank  which  had  been  left  undisturbed,  and 
a  few  indications  were  discovered  sufficient  to  induce  some  further 
work.  Starting  haphazard  in  the  coarse  turf  at  the  north  of  the 
roots  of  the  only  remaining  cedar  tree,  it  happened  that  from 
almost  the  first  turf  cut  out  and  shaken,  there  fell  a  small  but 
finely  preserved  button  of  the  10th  Regiment.  It  only  needed  such 
an  indication  to  incite  the  workers  to  serious  efforts,  and  a  plan 
was  laid  out  to  cut  exploratory  trenches  in  several  directions.  The 
work  was  rewarded  with  astonishing  plentitude  of  material  results, 
for  the  first  trench  extended  into  a  mass  of  debris  which  had 
e\idently  formed  the  center  of  a  large  pit,  perhaps  thirty  feet  in 
diameter,  into  which  had  been  thrown  and  probably  burnt  all 
kinds  of  material  and  objects  connected  directly  or  indirectly  with 
the  life  of  the  soldiery. 

The  method  of  sifting  the  excavated  material  had  been  only 
recently  adopted  at  that  time,  but  its  success  was  so  strikingly 
evident  that  its  use  has  since  become  one  of  the  definite  features 
of  this  line  of  discovery. 

To  the  list  of  regimental  buttons  already  secured  the  workers 
added  the  following  on  various  occasions  during  the  summer  and 
fall  of  1904,  and  in  the  spring  of  1905 : 

5th  Eegiment  of  Foot  (large) 

17th  Regiment  of  Foot  (private's) 

23rd  Regiment  of  Foot  or  Welsh  Fusiliers  (1  private) 

37th  Regiment  of  Foot  (1  officer's  silver  button) 
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G2d  rieginient  of  Foot  (1  private) 

An  oriianicntal  pewier  button  (unidentified  but  probably  Hes- 
sian) 

A  bone-backed  brass  button  bearing  the  desigTi  of  an  urn. 

The  presence  of  tlie  button  of  the  C2nd,  which  regiment  was  in 
Eurgoyne's  army,  can  be  accounted  for  only  by  the  supposition  of 
one  of  its  members  escaping  from  captivity. 

Two  small  buttons  were  found,  having  a  porcelain  surface,  on 
which  is  painted  in  colors  a  view  of  a  sail-boat,  the  face  being 
secured  wilhin  an  open-work  front  of  filagree  brass. 

With  these  were  sifted  out  many  plain  buttons  of  pewter  and 
brass,  large  and  small,  some  of  them  evidently  of  the  class 
attributable  to  the  Hessian  soldiery.  A  bone  button  mould  lay 
among  them  of  similar  character  to  those  of  which  the  manufacture 
was  carried  on  at  the  camp  site  at  168th  Street. 

Some  other  curiosities  were  revealed  in  scraps  of  silver  braid 
and  cord,  cuff  links  of  several  patterns  and  a  small  crystal  jewel, 
probably  a  seal,  cut  intaglio  with  the  head  of  a  gentleman  of  the 
Colonial  period,  his  hair  tied  with  ribbon  in  a  queue.  Among 
the  buckles  for  shoe,  knee  and  strap  lay  part  of  a  pewter  brooch 
formed  like  a  butterfly,  indicating  the  presence  of  a  woman  at  the 
camp. 

The  camp  life  of  that  strenuous  period  was  well  illustrated  by 
the  ruder  materials  which  told  the  story  of  the  glowing  camp  fire 
round  which  the  soldiers  grouped  as  their  food  was  cooked,  or  as 
their  meal  ended  they  warmed  themselves,  smoked  their  pipes  and 
exchanged  their  opinions.  Here  lay,  as  they  had  fallen  in  the 
heated  ashes,  fragments  of  burnt  brick,  forged  nails  of  all  sizes, 
hoop  iron  bent  into  kettle  and  pot  hooks,  both  long  and  short ;  some 
ingeniously  twisted  to  serve  as  supports  for  several  utensils,  with 
fragments  of  the  great  iron  pot  in  which  perhaps  the  regimental 
mess  was  cooked. 

Mingled  with  these  were  the  remains  of  many  a  bygone  feast, 
quantities  of  oyster  shells,  some  of  prodigious  size,  clam,  scallop 
and  mussel,  turtle  carapaces,  beef,  pork  and  chicken  bones,  and 
numbers  of  peach  pits,  testifying  to  the  variety  of  edibles  found, 
stolen  or  purchased  and  enjoyed  alike  by  officers  and  men. 
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Here  and  there  were  the  implements  used  in  the  feast,  the  two- 
tined  iron  forks,  the  pewter  spoons,  the  rusted  table  knives  and 
horn-handled  clasp  knives  of  the  soldiers,  with  broken  china  plates 
and  dishes,  pots  and  pans,  of  all  kinds  of  makes,  colors  and  glazing, 
some  of  the  porcelain  of  surprising  fragility  and  excellence  of 
design.  Some  fractured  tea-cups  and  saucers  looked  as  though 
they  had  deserved  more  delicate  company,  and  were  associated 
with  scraps  of  sheet  lead  such  as  is  used  to  provide  the  covering  of 
packages  of  tea,  perhaps  some  of  the  very  material  Avhich  caused 
so  much  of  the  antagonism  that  preceded  the  strife. 

But  so  far  as  mute  evidences  can  go,  it  is  safe  to  assert  that  the 
principal  liquids  used  for  refreshment  were  those  contained  in  the 
black  bottles,  countless  fragments  of  which  lay  beneath  the  sod. 
Here  and  there  were  pieces  of  wine-glasses  from  which  we  may 
suppose  the  contents  were  sometimes  imbibed,  to  the  health  of  King 
George. 

Around  the  camp-fire  after  the  meal  the  men  enjoyed  their  rest 
with  a  smoke,  abundant  evidence  of  which  was  found  in  broken 
stems  and  bowls  of  clay,  some  bearing  the  trade-mark  "  W.  G." 
found  in  nearly  every  camp  site  of  the  period,  and  among  objects 
of  a  similar  purpose  was  a  fragment  of  a  silver  snuff-box  bearing 
unfortunately  only  the  last  four  letters  of  the  owner's  name  in 
script,  "  iley." 

The  charm  of  music  was  not  entirely  absent  from  the  rough 
camping  ground,  for  the  jows-harp,  of  which  a  specimen  was 
found,  was  available,  and  when  that  diversion  failed,  a  game  with 
marbles  would  while  away  the  time,  or  fishing  with  one  of  the 
lead  sinkers  discovered,  would  afford  both  leisure  and  profit,  to 
judge  by  the  fish  bones  left  behind. 

Such  objects  were  not  the  least  which  failed  to  escape  the  watch- 
ful eye  and  the  searching  sieve,  for  brass  pins  of  the  clumsy  type  of 
the  period  were  secured  and  a  rusty  razor  blade  attested  the 
presence  of  the  regimental  barber. 

Scattered  among  all  these  was  the  frequent  bullet,  the  grape- 
shot  and  gun-flint,  with  scraps  of  sheet  lead  supposed  to  have  been 
sewn  into  clothing,  and  a  coin  or  two  that  had  slipped  from  the 
pockets  of  the  latter.    One  of  these  was  a  copper  coin,  of  the  size 
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and  appearance  of  a  British  peimy,  stamped  deeply  with  the  figure 
1.  Of  all  of  these  materials,  samples  were  preserved  for  exhibition 
as  a  means  of  indicating  the  life  and  habits  of  the  soldiery. 

The  fact  that  buttons  of  the  10th  Regiment  were  numerous  at 
this  camp  draws  special  attention  to  their  presence  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. The  regiment  was  one  of  those  composing  the  force 
under  Lieutenant  General  Earl  Percy  in  Harlem  at  the  time  of 
the  assault  on  Fort  AVashington  in  which  it  took  part,  but  early 
in  the  month  following  that  event  it  was  sent  to  Rhode  Island,  so 
that  they  could  have  been  only  about  three  weeks  on  this  island. 
Their  service  occupied  them  thereafter  in  'New  Jersey,  up  to  the 
time  of  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  in  1778,  and  in  October 
of  that  year  they  had  lost  so  many  men  that  the  regiment  was  sent 
to  England.  Men  who  were  fit  for  further  service,  however,  vol- 
unteered into  other  corps,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  It 
would  seem,  therefore,  that  these  buttons  came  from  those  trans- 
ferred men,  and  we  may  assume  that  they  were  enlisted  in  the 
corps  of  the  Royal  Provincials,  of  whose  bvittons  the  same  place 
has  given  up  numerous  specimens,  closely  associated  with  those 
of  the  10th. 

The  theory  is  confirmed  by  discoveries  of  other  buttons  of  the 
corps  at  points  where  R.  P.  buttons  were  also  found  not  only  at 
Fort  Washington  and  Fort  George,  but  also  on  the  shore  of  the 
Niagara  River  in  front  of  old  Fort  Erie.  The  Royal  Provincial 
corps  or  "  Loyalists  "  as  they  were  customarily  referred  to,  was 
a  Tory  organization,  recruited  chiefly  in  New  York. 

Of  the  buttons  of  officers,  one  of  the  33rd  belonged  to  a  fellow 
officer  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  that  of  the  26th  to  a  member  of 
the  same  corps  as  that  in  which  Andre  acted  as  Major. 

Perhaps  the  strangest  find  of  all  was  buttons  of  the  U.  S.  A. 
or  Continental  Army,  indicating  the  presence  of  an  American 
prisoner,  for  such  buttons  were  worn  by  the  American  soldiers  as 
early  as  1777.  It  would  seem  as  if  more  than  one  such  person 
had  been  present  in  the  vicinity,  for  specimens  of  U.  S.  A.  buttons 
were  found  in  the  17th  Regiment  camp  on  Seaman  Avenue  near 
Academy  Street,  and  also  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  King's 
Bridge  Road  (Broadway),  near  the  junction  of  Shennan  Avenue. 


488    Ameeican  Scenic  and  Historic  Pkeservation  Society 

Other  specimens  again  haA'e  been  discovered  in  more  appropriate 
surroundings  at  Stony  Point,  at  ISTew  Windsor  and  in  American 
camps  in  the  Highlands  on  the  Hudson. 

The  halberd  found  at  201st  Street  is  a  crude  affair  and  had 
evidently  been  forged  in  camp.  Halberds  were  carried  by  ser- 
geants only.  These  w^eapons,  which  had  staffs  seven  feet  long, 
were  not  entirely  abolished  until  1790,  when  pikes  were  intro- 
duced —  a  much  lighter  weapon,  but  these  in  turn  were  done  away 
with  about  the  year  1832.  A  form  of  punishment  known  as 
"  bringing  to  the  halberds  "  was  in  vogue  in  the  British  army  in 
the  18th  century.  It  is  supposed  that  the  sergeants'  halberds 
were  fastened  together  as  a  sort  of  cross,  and  the  culprit  being 
bound  to  them  was  stretched  out  and  flogged.  In  his  history  of 
the  42nd  or  Royal  Highland  Regiment,  Archibald  Forbes  saj^s : 
"  So  high  was  their  sentiment  of  honor  that  if  a  soldier  was 
brought  to  the  halberds,  he  was  regarded  as  degraded,  and  little 
more  good  was  to  be  expected  of  him." 

Amongst  the  refuse  at  201st  Street  there  were  many  objects 
other  than  the  ofiicers'  buttons  referred  to,  to  suggest  that  the  spot 
had  been  more  paricularly  a  headquarters,  rather  than  a  general 
barracks.  Digging  in  the  side  of  the  bank  facing  towards  the 
Harlem,  the  fragments  of  many  delicate  specimens  of  chinaware 
were  found;  also  small  jewels  of  glass  and  natural  stone,  several 
varieties  of  linked  sleeve  buttons,  one  pair  of  which  bore  the 
familiar  square  and  compass  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  One 
relic,  the  base  and  lower  portion  of  a  wine  glass,  is  worthy  of 
special  mention  with  its  lace-like  interior  spiral  design.  Other 
specimens  of  such  glass  have  been  found  in  the  site  of  Bronck's 
house,  Morrisania,  at  189th  Street  near  Fort  George  and  other 
camp  sites.  These  objects  of  china  and  glass  are,  of  course,  not 
the  natural  adjuncts  of  camp  life,  but  are  doubtless  portions  of 
the  loot  secured  from  residences  which  were  broken  in  use,  or 
abandoned  upon  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 

By  all  these  hnmble  objects  and  often  fragmentary  materials, 
there  has  been  afforded  the  means  of  reconstructing  to  some  extent 
the  life  of  the  soldiery  and  of  casting  some  side  lights  upon  the 
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military  events  of  the  period,  which,  while  not  of  large  importance 
or  perhaps  of  wide  historical  value,  may  nevertheless  serve  the 
usefiil  purpose  of  directing  attention  more  closely  to  those  great 
historical  events  which  were  proceeding  to  their  final  issue,  in 
which  the  occupants  of  the  Camp  at  Holland's  Ferry  bore  their 
part. 
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XVII 

THE  l^AGEL  HOMESTEAD,  OR  "CENTURY  HOUSE" 

The  last  days  of  the  year  1907  saw  the  entire  removal  of  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  interesting  homes  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Manhattan,  the  Old  IsTagel  Homestead,  or  "  Century  House," '  at 
213th  Street,  on  the  bank  of  the  Harlem  River,  which  was  erected 
by  Jan  JSTagel  in  1736. 

Fortunately,  for  two  years  prior  to  this  removal,  practically 
every  foot  of  soil  on  the  river  bank  by  the  ruins  of  the  house  was 
dug  over  and  sifted,  with  the  result  that  many  objects  illustrating 
its  past  career  were  recovered. 

The  little  loioll  on  which  the  old  building  stood  was,  evidently, 
long  prior  to  the  advent  of  the  settler,  a  favorite  haunt  of  his  red 
predecessors,  and  the  Indian  objects  there  indicate  its  use  as  a 
residence  and  fishing  place  and  the  scene  of  ceremonial  events. 

At  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  the  house,  then  40  years  old,  was 
occupied  by  the  three  surviving  sons  of  Nagel,  all  of  whom  were 
bachelors  and  remained  so  to  their  respective  deceases,  which  took 
place  in  1786,  1806  and  1808. 

Around  the  abandoned  and  ruined  dwelling  it  seemed  probable 
that  there  might  lay  evidences  of  its  past,  concealed  beneath  the 
sod,  the  brambles  and  trees  which  covered  the  once  pleasant  garden 
and  trim  patch  in  front  of  the  old  porch  and  down  the  river  bank ; 
nor  were  these  expectations  disappointed. 

The  habits  of  farm  residents  in  getting  rid  of  household  debris 
and  rubbish  by  casting  them  out  upon  the  nearest  vacant  space, 
especially  in  the  winter  time,  was  considered  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Calver 
to  be  likely  to  have  been  followed  by  the  ISTagels,  and  that  many 
traces  of  the  past  might  thus  be  expected  to  be  found  on  the 
sloping  bank  towards  the  river. 

Commencing,  in  pursuance  of  this  idea,  at  a  point  on  the  crest 
of  the  bank  about  30  feet  south  of  the  old  porch,  the  removal  of 
the  sods  soon  disclosed  signs  of  occupation,  in  great  oyster  shells, 
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meat  bones,  broken  pewter,  earthenware  and  cbina  of  early  manu- 
facture. 

A  yard  of  two  of  digging  cleared  the  top  step  of  a  small  flight 
of  stone  steps  which  led  down  to  a  small  floored  space  evidently 
part  of  an  old  dwelling,  a  complete  surprise,  since  every  trace  of 
any  structure  was  entirely  absent  at  the  surface. 

The  steps  were  3  feet  3  inches  long,  and  about  1  foot  wide; 
at  the  foot. was  a  stone  slab  about  4  feet  by  3  feet.  The  little 
room  had  been  about  13  feet  by  16  feet,  and  on  the  east  side  was 
a  small  fireplace  3  feet  by  2  feet,  its  walls  and  hearth  laid  with 
old  red  brick.  The  rest  of  the  walls  were  of  rough  stone,  and  at 
intervals  on  the  floor  level,  bricks  were  laid  which  evidently  had 
at  one  time  formed  part  of  the  floor  surface. 

Quite  a  harvest  of  old  objects  lay  within  the  space.  A  quan- 
tity of  old  barrel  hoops,  which  had  held  together  barrels  of  liquor, 
powder  and  flour,  lay  around,  and  among  them  two  bayonets  and 
the  hammers  of  several  flintlock  muskets. 

In  the  fireplace  lay  two  16-pound  navy  barshot,  which  had  evi- 
dently been  utilized  as  fire  dogs,  with  the  charcoal  of  the  last  fire 
kindled  about  them.  Below  the  sandy  floor  lay  a  speaking  re- 
minder of  the  Revolution,  a  large  part  of  an  exploded  shell,  which 
had  burst  through  the  building  and  buried  itself  deep  below. 

Some  British  penny  pieces  of  George  II,  and  sundry  bullets  told 
of  the  presence  of  the  British  troops,  but  the  most  undisputed  evi- 
dences of  their  one  time  presence  were  the  numbered  pewter  buttons 
of  the  Tory  Regiment  of  the  Royal  Provincials,  and,  by  the  steps, 
buttons  of  the  23rd  Welsh  Fusiliers,  bearing  the  three  feathers  of 
the  principality,  and  others  of  the  38th  and  57th  foot  regiments. 
The  workers  were  fully  repaid  for  a  good  deal  of  hard  but  inter- 
esting labor,  and  even  ladies  who  came  to  witness  the  work  shared 
in  the  results,  for  Mrs.  Place  picked  up  from  the  steps  several  of 
the  old  clumsy  pins  of  the  Colonial  period. 

We  may  conclude  that  the  family  remained  at  their  home  dur- 
ing that  restless  period,  and  probably,  because  ofiicers  were  quar- 
tered there,  managed  to  preserve  their  property  from  the  destruc- 
tion that  befell  other  houses.  It  is  stated  that,  prior  to  the  fall 
of  Fort  Washing-ton,  General  William  Heath  made  the  farm  house 
the  headquarters  of  his  division  of  the  American  Army,  and,  as 
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the  ISTagel  Brothers  appear  to  have  been  prosperous  people,  their 
home  probably  presented  more  chance  of  comfort  than  the  inns 
along  the  King's  Way,  and  was,  therefore,  utilized  as  the  quarters 
of  some  of  the  superior  officers  who  were  stationed  at  this  rather 
exposed  part  of  the  island. 

That  such  was  the  case  is  indicated  by  the  presence  of  the  officer 
of  the  lYth  Light  Dragoons,  that  notorious  British  cavalry  corps, 
who  lost  one  of  his  silver  buttons  hard  by  the  house,  and  some  other 
person  of  quality,  whose  handsome  sleeve  link,  of  French  pattern, 
was  lost  in  front  of  the  old  porch.  This  interesting  object  bore 
the  date  of  1774.  On  the  one  plate  was  the  head  of  Louis  XV, 
with  the  legend  "  Lud.  XV.  DG.  FE.  et  MAV.  REX,"  the  reverse 
upon  the  other  plate  reading,  "  Imper.  1774,  CHRS.  REGrM. 
VIXC."  around  the  royal  crown  and  arms  of  France. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  porch,  under  the  shade  of  the  old  trees 
which,  with  their  predecessors,  had  sheltered  the  occupants  from 
the  sun  of  many  a  summer  day,  were  found  quantities  of  old  brass 
pins  of  crude  manufacture,  perhaps  dropped  from  their  work  as 
the  women  folk  sat  in  the  shade  on  summer  evenings,  and  with 
them  lay  a  button  of  the  80th  Royal  Edinburgh  Volunteer  Regi- 
ment, perchance  dropped  by  some  loafing  member  of  that  corps, 
as  he  whiled  away  his  time  chatting  with  the  Xagels. 

These  objects  led  Mr.  Calver  to  determine  that,  together  with 
officers,  a  guard  of  soldiers  had  in  all  probability  been  stationed 
at  the  homestead,  and  his  instinct  for  location  led  him  to  surmise 
that  they  would  have  been  likely  to  make  their  quarters  below  the 
shelter  of  the  sloping  bank  nearer  the  river's  margin. 

Taking  a  spade,  the  explorer  selected  the  most  likely  looking 
spot  for  such  a  purpose,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  dig  directly 
into  the  hearth  of  a  rough  stone  fireplace  which  had  been  the 
center  of  the  quarters  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  British  Guard. 
Around  the  charcoal  still  lying  on  the  floor  of  the  fireplace 
were  the  broken  clay  pipes,  the  broken  rum  bottles,  the  bullets, 
flints,  shoe  and  belt  buckles  of  the  soldiery.  Buttons,  plain  and 
ornamental,  silver  and  pewter,  proclaimed  the  presence  of  Hes- 
sian mercenaries,  and  among  the  debris  were  buttons  of  the  pri- 
vate soldier  of  the  15th,  the  47th,  the  Royal  Provincial  Regi- 
ments, and  the  17th  Light  Dragoons. 
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Dig-giiig  wide,  and  sifting  every  spadeful  of  tlie  ricli  loam,  the 
searchers  found  the  debris  of  the  Colonial  and  Eevolutionary 
periods  strewn  broadcast  below  the  surface  soil  as  they  proceeded 
slowly  over  the  surface  of  the  bank.  Layers  of  loam  containing 
Indian  chips,  flints  and  arrows,  other  layers  with  early  American 
earthenware,  line  pieces  of  hand-painted  china,  old  knives  and 
forks  of  all  kinds  and  patterns,  pewter  spoons,  china  plates,  and 
dishes,  wine  glasses  and  rough  steins  proclaimed  the  times  of 
ample  feasting  and  reckless  destruction  of  good  household  mate- 
rials. Every  here  and  there  were  bullets,  new  and  iised,  beaten 
and  cut  by  idle  soldiers,  sometimes  chewed  to  mere  ragged  slugs, 
with  one  sinister-looking  bullet  having  a  large  forged  nail  securely 
driven  into  it,  lying  in  close  proximity  to  buttons  of  three  British 
regiments. 

Broken  gunlocks,  one  of  which  held  the  flint  within  its  jaws, 
round  shot  and  grapeshot  lay  around,  and  among  them  a  button 
marked  1MB,  probably  that  of  one  of  the  first  American  corps 
to  be  equipped  with  uniforms,  the  1st  Maryland  Battalion,  which 
distinguished  itself  by  its  heroic  defence  of  Fort  Tryon  in  the 
Battle  of  Fort  Washington. 

Coins  of  William  and  Mary,  of  George  of  Hanover  and  First 
of  England,  George  II  and  George  III,  with  bone  buttons  such  as 
the  military  used  to  cut  out  of  meat  bones  for  the  repair  of  their 
clothing,  were  found  at  various  points. 

Thus  we  worked  back  to  a  second  old  buried  building  and 
uncovered  a  long  line  of  stone  wall,  finding  the  rough  and  lime- 
washed  plaster  still  adhering  in  places.  At  the  corner  of  this  old 
basement  was  another  stone  fireplace  in  which  lay  a  long  bayonet 
which  had  been  bent  to  form  a  hook  for  lifting  pots  off  the  fire. 
Among  the  stones  of  which  the  wall  was  built  was  a  fine  Indian 
pestle,  and  dumped  inside  its  walls  were  masses  of  great  oyster 
shells,  bones  and  broken  china,  pitched  there  after  the  building 
had  been  finally  disused  or  destroyed. 

Some  of  the  old  leaded  window-panes  were  found,  and  quantities 
of  fine  hand-forged  nails,  hinges,  bolts,  locks,  and  farmers'  tools, 
while  the  cavalry  left  behind  them  spurs,  saddle  irons,  strap 
buckles  and  a  curious  currycomb  made  of  fine  nails  driven  through 
a  once  existing  wooden  back  sheathed  with  sheet  metal. 
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Over  the  sloping  bank,  a  crop  of  young  sumach  trees  had  grown, 
and  gave  a  welcome  shade  to  the  interested  workers,  who,  during 
two  years,  on  all  available  week  ends  and  holidays,  dug,  raked, 
burrowed,  sifted,  and  sweated,  happy  if  a  day's  labor  should  add 
another  visual  emblem  of  the  past  to  the  growing  knowledge  of 
the  history  of  the  Heights,  and  should  rescue  from  the  threatening 
and  now  consummated  destruction  some  evidences  of  the  varied 
existence  of  the  Indian,  Dutch,  Colonial  and  Military  occupants 
of  the  old  Century  House. 
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XVIII 

THE  EXTERIOR  FORTS  AND  EXCAMPMENTS 

The  military  defense  of  upper  Manhattan  naturally  required 
fortifications  and  encampments  on  the  exposed  hills  around  the 
Harlem  and  Spuyten  Duyvil,  both  for  the  defense  of  the  King's 
Bridge  and  the  general  position.  The  hill  tops  are  nearly  as  high 
as  Fort  George  and  Fort  Tryon,  and  the  approaches  by  land  and 
water  could  be  more  or  less  commanded  from  them.  In  1776, 
therefore,  the  American  Army  commenced  the  construction  of  Fort 
Independence,  and  in  connection  with  it,  a  series  of  minor  forti- 
fications extending  from  the  Hudson  to  Fordham  Heights,  now 
called  University  Heights. 

These  were  numbered  in  order  from  1  to  8  with  others  such  as 
the  Prince  Charles  redoubt  on  Marble  Hill,  the  King's  Redoubt 
on  Fordham  Heights  and  another  known  later  as  the  Rebel  Re- 
doubt. Unfortunately  for  historical  preservation,  the  sites  of  these 
forts  upon  the  commanding  eminences  attracted  the  ovmers  of  the 
property  in  deciding  on  sites  for  their  residences,  and  with  few 
exceptions  large  houses  were  built  on  the  forts,  with  ruinous  re- 
grading  and  destruction  of  their  interesting  form  and  character. 
In  Independence  the  Giles  family  built  a  large  house  and  but 
little  trace  of  the  ramparts  of  the  fortification  are  left. 

Xumber  One,  on  Spuyten  Diiyvil  heights,  which  appears  to 
have  been  somewhat  unusual  in  character,  being  constructed  of 
stone,  became  the  site  of  a  residence  partly  built  upon  it,  and  now 
occupied  by  Mr.  William  G.  Muschenheim. 

Xumber  Three  was  dismantled  to  provide  stone  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Sage  residence  on  what  is  now  Arlington  Avenue. 

Xumber  Five  was  graded  away  in  the  grounds  of  the  Claflin 
estate,  and  Xumber  Eight  fell  a  prey  to  the  construction  of  the 
Schwab  Mansion,  while  Xumbers  Six  and  Seven  disappeared  in 
other  propeii;y  or  residential  improvements  on  Fordham  Heights. 
Of  all  the  series,  only  the  site  of  Xumber  Four  has  been  com- 
pletely preserved,  as  the  situation  led  to  its  inclusion  in  the  lands 
taken  for  Jerome  Reservoir,  in  which,  however,  it  was  not 
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required,  and  so  has  fallen  at  last  into  the  hands  of  the  public  as 
part  of  a  public  park,  bearing  the  historic  name  of  the  Fort. 

The  exact  location  of  the  fortification  known  as  Fort  Swartwout 
or  No.  2  on  Spuyten  Duyvil  Hill  of  the  Revolution  had  been  a 
matter  of  doubt  until  a  careful  survey  of  the  place  was  made  by 
Dr.  E.  PL  Hall,  with  the  aid  of  maps  discovered  by  him  at  Wash- 
ington. Explorations  upon  its  site  yielded  evidences  of  military 
occiipation  which  conclusively  established  its  character  and  position. 
The  site  was  visited  in  1907,  when  the  shape  of  the  outlines 
strongly  suggested  the  construction  of  a  redoubt,  but  in  the  absence 
of  any  surface  indications,  no  attempt  was  made  to  explore 
below  the  surface. 

Success  on  the  site  of  Fort  'No.  4  in  1910,  led  to  an  effort  in 
1911,  to  decide  the  military  character  of  Fort  Swartwout.  The 
site  is  in  a  field  upon  the  Johnson  property  north  of  227th  Street 
and  between  Spuyten  Duyvil  Parkway  and  Arlington  Avenue. 
The  latter  is  about  230  feet  east  of  the  east  angle  of  the  redoubt, 
and  the  south  side  of  230th  Street,  if  opened,  would  be  about  200 
feet  north  of  the  northern-most  and  highest  point  of  the  earthwork. 

Salient  points  were  staked  out  on  the  rounded  line  of  ramparts 
as  a  basis  of  measurement,  and  thence  measured  to  known  objects 
and  lines  of  streets.  The  contour  appeared  to  be  that  of  a  horse- 
shoe facing  due  north,  which  shape  agrees  with  that  shown  on  the 
military  maps  referred  to.  The  highest  point  is  on  a  rock  at  the 
northern  end,  evidently  selected  for  the  purpose. 

The  opening  of  Fairfield  Avenue,  should  that  be  done,  will  cut 
into  the  northwest  side  of  the  glacis.  The  whole  construction 
stands  on  the  210  foot  level  above  tide-water. 

The  first  excavation  was  inside  the  slope  of  the  northern  ram- 
part and  at  a  depth  of  about  one  and  a  half  feet,  debris  was  found 
indicating  fire;  several  large  stones  being  arranged  together  with 
ashes,  charcoal  and  a  barrel  hoop,  all  of  which  showed  the  usual 
indications  of  a  fireplace.  In  this  was  found  a  plain  pewter  but- 
ton with  iron  shank,  apparently  Hessian;  also  half  a  sleeve-link 
of  ornamental  design,  a  pike-butt  point  and  a  clay  pip©  in  frag- 
ments; musket  bullets,   and  a  black  gun-flint,   a  number  of 
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forged  nails,  many  pieces  of  glass  bottles,  and  near  by,  part  of  a 
carpenter's  auger. 

Excavations  around  the  inner  margin  of  the  bank  showed  large 
stones  at  a  depth  of  about  one  and  a  half  feet.  The  inner  side 
had  probably  been  stoned  up  with  a  rough  line  of  rocks,  probably 
supporting  the  sentry  walk.  Holes  sunk  in  other  parts  than  the 
north  angle  failed  to  show  much  buried  material,  except  oyster 
shells  and  an  occasional  piece  of  brick,  but  there  were  some  indi- 
cations of  a  mud  floor  in  the  centre  of  the  earthwork,  perhaps  that 
of  a  guard  house. 

The  occupation  of  the  fort  was  limited  in  extent  and  time,  and 
it  was  chiefly  Hessian.  This  view  is  confirmed  by  reference  to 
the  diary  of  von  Krafft,  who  tells  us  that  the  Erb  Prinz  regiment 
garrisoned  this  and  the  other  Spuyten  Duyvil  forts  for  several 
wcsks,  in  the  year  1778,  and  that  early  in  November,  the  Chasseur 
detachment  was  ordered  to  occupy  the  three  forts,  and  that  he  was 
himself  stationed  in  Fort  No.  2  under  Ensign  Zimmerman,  with 
fifty  men,  acting  also  as  garrison  to  Fort  No.  3,  which  was  only 
about  three  hundred  feet  away  on  the  edge  of  the  hill  overlooking 
King's  Bridge. 

He  speaks  of  abandoned  huts  behind  the  forts,  which  had  been 
occupied  by  their  predecessors,  and  in  which  the  Chasseurs  were 
quartered  for  a  few  days,  ere  they  were  turned  out  to  make  room 
for  a  winter  garrison  of  men  from  the  Corps  du  Garde,  and  the 
von  Donop  and  von  Trumbach  regiments. 

Another  interesting  site  which  has  been  determined  bv  excava- 
tion,  is  that  of  the  camp  of  Emmerich's  Chasseur  Corps,  or  the 
Hessian  Yagers. 

One  of  the  most  picturesque  bodies  of  irregular  troops,  engaged 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  was  that  commanded  by  Lieut. 
Colonel  Andreas  Emmerich,  and  referred  to  often  as  Emmerich's 
Yagers.  The  personnel  appears  to  have  been  chiefly  that  of  the 
huntsmen  or  forest  rangers,  who  were  among  those  enlisted  or 
impressed  into  the  service  of  the  Prince  of  Hesse  Cassel  for  the 
purpose  of  their  loan  to  the  British  Crown. 

The  Yager  corps  became  renowned  by  its  services  in  nearly  all 
the  engagements  of  the  war,  but  that  which  was  best  known  and 
most  feared,  was  the  particular  corps  formed  by  the  partisan. 
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Colonel  Emmerich,  to  whicli  was  assigned  the  advanced  outpost 
duty  in  lower  Westchester  County,  in  opposition  to  the  activities 
of  the  American  cowboys. 

The  camp  of  this  corps  was  just  across  the  Harlem  Kiver,  at 
the  head  of  the  Farmer's  Bridge,  which  is  now  buried  under  Mus- 
coota  Street  or  225th  Street.  The  general  location  is  shown  in 
that  vicinity  on  von  Krafft's  drawing  by  several  huts  marked  with 
the  index  letter  K.,  and  we  may  assume  they  were  placed  there  as 
a  guard  to  the  head  of  the  little  bridge.  The  place  was  indicated 
by  Edsall,  the  historian  of  King's  Bridge,  as  a  little  to  the  north 
of  the  road  leading  from  the  bridge  to  Fordham  Heights.  All 
traces  were,  however,  lost  to  sight  in  our  times,  upon  the  rough 
and  wooded  hillside,  and  it  was  not  until  the  year  1909  that  the 
opening  of  Heath  Avenue,  with  accompanying  heavy  cutting  into 
the  hillside  on  the  east  for  sand,  afforded  the  means  of  its  precise 
location.  Being  very  much  occupied  prior  to  that  date  in  Indian 
discoveries  at  Seaman  Avenue,  we  failed  to  visit  the  work  of  grad- 
ing, though  attracted  by  the  probabilities  of  the  place. 

On  the  completion  of  the  work,  we  were  passing  along  Heath 
Avenue  one  Sunday  afternoon,  and  discussing  the  apparent  lack 
of  any  indications,  when,  at  the  foot  of  the  bank,  one  of  us  spied, 
strange  to  say,  a  totally  unlooked-for  scrap  of  Indian  pottery.  A 
few  scratches  in  the  bank  above  disclosed,  with  some  additional 
fragments,  a  few  pieces  of  the  familiar  rum  bottle  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  our  scent  being  quickened,  a  search  was  made  along  the 
bank  to  the  north,  where  Mr.  Calver  stumbled  on  a  fine  complete 
bayonet.  We  immediately  went  to  work  to  trace  its  original  posi- 
tion, and  right  above  the  place,  near  the  original  line  of  soil  at 
the  top  of  the  sand  cut,  we  found  a  fireplace  in  good  preservation, 
formed  of  rough  stones.  Here  we  found  the  usual  signs  of  sol- 
diers' occupation,  in  barrel  hoops,  pot  hooks  and  broken  pipes. 

A  careful  investigation  of  the  whole  bank  followed,  in  which 
Dr.  E.  H.  Hall  took  part,  and  resulted  in  locating  several  more 
fireplaces,  set  in  a  line,  approximately  twenty  paces  apart,  run- 
ning along  the  line  north  and  south  of  the  bank.  Two  of  these 
were  quite  complete,  one  in  particular,  a  little  higher  up  than  the 
rest,  on  the  hillside  above  the  driveway  leading  to  the  Barney 
residence.    These  yielded  bullets,  chinaware,  knives  and  ironwork, 
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and  from  the  side  of  one  fireplace,  a  complete  rum  bottle,  of  the 
pint  size,  wliich  had  a  round  hole  punched  in  it,  such  as  would 
result  from  the  impact  of  a  bullet. 

The  remains  of  the  fireplaces  were  measured,  and  found  to  mark 
the  ends  of  a  row  of  huts,  dug  partly  into  the  hillside,  perhaps 
eight  or  nine  in  number. 

The  chain  of  exterior  fortifications  constructed  in  1776,  on  the 
heights,  extending  north  and  east  of  the  upper  end  of  the  Island 
of  Manhattan,  included  a  redoubt  known  as  No.  4,  the  position  of 
which  was  south  of  Fort  Independence,  and  about  midway  between 
the  latter  and  the  earthwork,  next  in  the  series,  known  as  Fort 
ISTo.  5. 

The  proximate  position  of  this  fortification  had  been  traced 
some  years  ago  by  Dr.  Edward  Hagaman  Hall,  but  it  had  been 
supposed  that  the  enormous  excavations  made  in  this  vicinity  for 
the  Jerome  reservoir,  had  included  and  destroyed  the  site  of  the 
Fort.  It  was,  therefore,  with  some  degree  of  surprise,  as  well  as 
interest,  that  upon  making  an  examination  of  the  rocky  ground  of 
the  south  side  of  the  completed  reservoir,  in  the  year  1907,  Mr. 
W.  L.  Calver  found  that  the  site  of  the  fort  was  entirely  undis- 
turbed, and  the  fiag-pole  which  had  long  marked  the  site,  and 
which  some  years  ago  had  been  placed  on  its  northerly  rampart, 
was  still  standing  in  position. 

An  examination  of  the  fort  was  made  and  some  careful  measure- 
ments determined  the  dimensions  and  shape  of  the  ramparts.  It 
was  found  that  the  fort  was  a  quadrangular  earthwork,  about  one 
chain,  or  66  feet  interior  dimensions,  surrounded  with  a  ditch  or 
fosse,  part  of  which  was  in  good  preservation,  the  general  contour 
of  the  earthworks  arfd'  ditch  being  practically  complete. 

In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  fort,  on  partially  excavated 
ground,  a  bullet  and  a  few  scraps  of  old  china  and  glass  indicated 
the  one  time  occupation  of  the  place  and,  as  it  seemed  possible  that 
within  the  fort  itself  some  remains  might  lie  beneath  the  heavy 
growth  of  turf,  another  expedition  was  organized  in  April,  1910. 

An  effort  was  made  first  to  clear  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  on  the 
westerly  side,  which  was  found  to  be  filled  with  loose  rocks,  appar- 
ently thrown  over  the  ramparts  upon  the  dismantling  of  the  fort, 
which  took  place,  according  to  von  Krafft,  in  the  year  1779.  A 
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searcli  at  this  point  was  rewarded  only  with  fragments  of  the 
familiar  rum  bottles,  and  so  operations  were  transferred  to  the 
interior  of  the  fort  and,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  writer,  Dr.  Hall 
started  haphazard  in  the  middle  of  the  earthwork,  and  to  the  sur- 
prise of  all,  had  scarcely  dug  more  than  a  few  spadefuls,  when  red 
bricks  were  found  and  the  butt  end  of  a  pike  point  and  another 
pot  hook  were  soon  disclosed.  Further  excavations  made  it  clear 
that  upon  the  partially  opened  space,  a  mass  of  broken  bricks  and 
squared  stones  had  been  thrown,  evidently  the  ruins  of  a  guard- 
house. A  little  further  trenching  to  the  south  brought  to  light 
the  remains  of  the  fire  hearth,  which  proved  to  be  a  regularly  con- 
structed open  fireplace,  built  of  Colonial  brick,  four  feet  wide  at 
the  back,  and  five  feet  wide  at  the  opening,  with  a  depth  of  three 
feet.  The  enclosed  space  was  filled  with  a  deep  bed  of  wood 
ashes,  lying  in  which  were  discovered  two  or  three  pot  hooks,  nine 
butt  ends  of  pikes,  barrel  hoops,  nails,  broken  and  melted  bottles; 
and  also  an  iron  and  a  pewter  button,  both  being  of  Hessian 
character. 

The  nature  of  the  place  now  being  determined,  an  effort  was 
made  to  clear  the  ground  in  an  organized  fashion,  and  the  sifter 
being  brought  into  play,  a  bronze  coin  of  the  period  of  George  II, 
with  a  clay  pipe  having  the  trademark  "  W.  G."  were  soon  dis- 
covered, together  with  Chinese  porcelain  and  other  camp  debris, 
around  the  front  of  the  hearth. 

From  this  time  on,  at  intervals  during  the  year  1910,  the  ex- 
ploration was  pursued  over  the  larger  part  of  the  interior  area 
of  the  fort,  with  interesting  and  valuable  results.  The  excavation 
was  first  carried  around  the  side  of  the  old  fireplace,  bringing  to 
light  more  of  the  pike  points,  and  the  first  of  a  series  of  numbered 
military  buttons,  being  that  of  the  Irth  regiment  of  foot,  which 
was  followed  by  a  small  gilt  button,  probably  Hessian. 

The  4th  Regiment  of  Foot,  thus  rather  appropriately  associated 
with  Fort  ~No.  4,  was  known  as  The  King's  Own,"  and  saw  con- 
siderable service  in  the  AVar  of  Independence.  Under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Studholnie  Hodgson,  it  landed  in  Boston  in  1774, 
and  its  Light  Company  took  part  in  the  attack  on  Bunker  Hill. 
It  arrived  in  New  York  in  time  to  take  a  share  in  the  battle  of 
Brooklyn,  and  was  engaged  at  the  Pell's  Point  affair  in  October, 
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1  77(),  where  Captain  W.  G.  Evelyn  was  killed.  After  the  Phila- 
delphia campaign,  in  most  of  the  events  in  which  it  took  part,  it 
was  back  in  ISTew  York  in  July,  1778,  and  probably  the  buttons 
which  have  been  found  at  this  camp  and  at  Fort  George  were  lost 
at  this  time,  for  in  December  the  regiment  was  transferred  to  St. 
Lucia. 

At  the  side  of  what  had  at  one  time  been  the  exterior  of  the 
chimney,  a_  number  of  military  objects  were  discovered,  in  a  sort 
of  pit,  including  a  musket  strap  or  clevis,  a  complete  brass  shoe 
buckle,  an  ornamental  pewter  buckle,  and  the  familiar  lead  clip 
for  the  flint  in  a  musket,  the  edge  of  which  was  cut  in  a  serrated 
form.  A  heavy  iron  door  hinge  was  probably  that  of  the  door 
of  the  guard-house  of  which  the  fireplace  had  formed  a  part.  A 
fine  pair  of  bronze  cuff-links,  with  glass  ornaments,  lay  close  to 
another  bronze  coin  of  George  II,  near  which  was  a  pipe  with  the 
trademark  "  P."  of  Dutch  shape,  having  a  small  coat-of-arms  im- 
pressed upon  the  handle.  The  next  military  button  to  be  dis- 
covered was  one  of  the  71st  Highland  regiment,  and  as  the  excava- 
tion was  carried  around  the  back  of  the  fireplace,  the  discovery 
was  made  that  a  second  fireplace  existed,  backing  on  to  that  which 
had  been  excavated.  This  fireplace  proved  to  be  somewhat  smaller, 
and  bore  evidences  of  having  been  constructed  at  a  later  date  than 
the  large  fireplace.  Facing  north,  in  front  of  its  hearth,  was  a 
floored  space  carefully  laid  with  flat  stones  and  small  spaces  filled 
in  with  half-bricks.  A  deep  mass  of  ashes  formed  the  hearth, 
within  which  was  a  penny  of  1773,  and  a  complete  pewter  spoon. 

The  work  was  then  extended  northwards,  over  a  space  which 
had  been  apparently  a  favorite  lounge  for  the  soldiers,  and  the 
sifter  brought  out  a  quantity  of  small  military  materials.  In  one 
space,  only  about  two  feet  square,  twenty-five  bullets  were  secured, 
and  many  other  evidences  of  camp  existence,  including  a  button 
of  the  61th  ]\Iusketeers,  one  of  the  71st  Highlanders,  and  another 
of  the  4th  or  "  King's  Own." 

An  interesting  evidence  of  the  presence  among  the  soldiers  of 
artisans  of  different  trades,  was  found  in  the  shape  of  the  brass 
part  of  a  shoemaker's  measure,  and  hard  by  was  a  fragment  of  a 
brass  rule  such  as  those  used  by  printers  to  adjust  type. 
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I 

OEGANIZATIOIsT  OF  THE  COMMISSIOi^ 

Beginning  on  March  27,  1914,  and  ending  on  November  21, 
1914,  the-ttiree  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  beginning  of  the 
regularly  chartered  commerce  of  what  is  now  the  State  of  New 
York  was  celebrated  in  the  City  of  New  York  by  a  number  of  cere- 
monies of  different  kinds  held  from  time  to  time  under  the  auspices 
of  the  New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary  Commission.  The 
history  of  the  events  thus  commemorated  has  been  set  forth  at 
length  in  the  last  Annual  Keport  of  the  American  Scenic  and  His- 
toric Preservation  Society,  at  pp.  441-500,  but  may  briefly  be 
recapitulated. 

On  March  27,  1614,  the  States  General  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands granted  a  general  'charter  to  the  people  of  that  country,  prom- 
ising to  grant  an  exclusive  charter  for  four  voyages  to  anyone  who 
should  discover  new  passages,  havens,  countries  or  places  good  for 
trading.  During  the  summer  of  that  year,  certain  merchants  of 
Amsterdam  and  Hoorn  sent  out  five  ships  to  New  Netherland,  and 
upon  making  report  to  the  -States  General  of  their  discoveries,  were 
granted,  on  October  11,  1614,  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  to 
this  region  for  four  voyages.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  regu- 
larly chartered  commerce  of  New  York.  After  this  trading  had 
continued  ten  years,  the  Dutch  made  a  permanent  settlement  in 
1624  at  what  is  now  Albany,  and  in  1626  New  Amsterdam  was 
permanently  settled  on  Manhattan  Island.  Although  St.  Augus- 
tine, Fla.,  and  Jamestown,  Va.,  were  settled  before  1614,  they  had 
developed  no  regular  commerce  prior  to  that  year,  so  that  1914  was 
really  the  tricentennial  of  the  beginning  of  the  regularly  chartered 
commerce  of  the  United  States. 

To  arrange  for  the  suitable  observance  of  the  completion  of 
three  centuries  of  American  commerce,  the  late  Mayor  Gaynor  of 
New  York  in  December,  1912,  appointed  a  Citizens'  Committee, 
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which  was  subsequently  enlarged  and  became  incorporated  as  the ! 
J^ew  York  Commercial  Tercentenary  Commission  by  a  special  act 
of  the  Legislature,  chapter  313  of  the  Laws  of  1913.  The  Com- 1 
mission  consists  of  the  persons  named  in  the  Charter,  the  Mayors  j 
of  all  the  Cities  of  the  State  ex-officio,  the  Presidents  of  the  incor- 1 
porated  Villages  of  the  Hudson  Valley  ex  officio,  and  persons  asso- 1 
ciated  with  them  by  appointment  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  \ 
or  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  l^ew  York.  I 
The  Commission  organized  ^^nder  its  charter  May  14,  1913, 
when  the  Trustees  elected  the  following  officers: 

President,  Cornelius  Vanderbilt. 

Presiding  Vice-President,  Hon.  Herman  Eidder. 

Treasurer,  Messrs.  J.  P.  Morgan  &  Co. 

Secretary,  Edward  Hagaman  Hall. 

Assistant  Secretary,  A.  E.  MacKinnon. 

On  April  21,  1914,  Mr.  Vanderbilt  resigned  as  President  and 
Vice-President  Eidder  acted  as  President  until  the  annual  election 
on  May  27,  1914,  when  he  was  elected  President.  On  July  1, 
however,  he  was  obliged  by  ill  health  to  resig-n.  On  the  same  day, 
Gen,  Howard  Carroll,  who  was  then  abroad,  was  elected  President 
and  has  so  continued  until  the  present  time. 

On  May  27,  1914,  Col.  Henry  W.  Sackett  was  designated  as 

Presiding  Vice-President,  but  on  account  of  recent  absence  abroad, 

during  which  he  met  with  an  automobile  accident,  he  was  unable 

to  serve,  and  the  Hon.  Alton  B.  Parker  and  Dr.  George  F.  Kunz 

.  i 

were  designated  Presiding  Vice-Presidents  in  the  order  mentioned. 
Owing  to  the  absence  of  Gen.  Carroll  and  Judge  Parker  from 
town  much  of  the  time  during  the  summer  of  1914,  the  chief' 
labors  of  the  acting  presidency  devolved  upon  Dr.  Kunz. 

On  August  3,  1914,  Governor  Glynn  consented  to  be  one  of  two 
Honorary  Presidents  and  on  August  10  Mayor  Mitchel  consented 
to  be  the  other. 

The  organization  and  execution  of  the  plans  for  the  celebration 
were  beset  with  an  extraordinary  series  of  impediments  which 
nearly  resulted  in  the  abandonipent  of  the  commemoration  alto- 
gether. The  first  misfortune  to  befall  the  Commission  was  the 
death  on  September  10,  1913,  of  Mayor  Gaynor,  who  appointed] 
the  original  Citizens'  Committee  and  heartily  sympathized  with 
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the  Commission's  purposes.  During  tlie  remainder  of  the  year, 
under  the  incumbency  of  Mayor  Ardolph  L.  Kline,  nothing  prac- 
tically could  be  done  in  the  way  of  arranging,  for  the  celebration 
for  lack  of  an  appropriation  by  the  City.  The  early  part  of  Mayor 
Mitchel's  incumbency,  beginning  January  1,  191-i,  was  naturally 
taken  up  largely  by  the  organization  of  his  new  administration. 
He  and  his  colleagues  lent  a  friendly  ear,  however,  to  the  requests 
of  the  Commision,  and  there  was  a  prospect  of  a  liberal  appropria- 
tion by  the  City,  when  a  series  of  unusually  heavy  snowstorms 
occurred,  imposing  upon  the  City  an  unexpected  expense  of  about 
$2,500,000 ;  and  after  that,  any  considerable  appropriation  by  the 
City  was  out  of  the  question.  It  was  not  until  almost  the  end  of 
the  celebration,  in  October,  that  the  City  finally  gave  only  $10,000. 

Application  to  the  Legislature  for  funds  had  been  delayed  in 
the  hope  that  the  City  apropriation  might  first  be  obtained,  but 
as  time  slipped  by  without  results  in  the  latter  direction,  appli- 
cation was  made  to  the  Legislature  in  March,  1911,  and  on  thei 
19th  of  that  month  Senator  Frawley  introduced  a  bill  appropriat- 
ing $500,000  for  the  purpose.  The  bill  failed  to  pass,  and  then 
an  effort  was  made  to  secure  an  appropriation  in  the  Supply  Bill. 

Meanwhile,  the  general  situation  was  further  complicated  by 
the  landing  of  United  States  troops  at  Vera  Cruz  on  April  21, 
1914,  and  our  country  was  in  fact  in  a  state  of  war.  There  wasi 
a  condition  of  public  suspense  and  uncertainty  which  affected 
the  general  business  situation.  This  had  a  direct  and  depressing 
influence  on  a  celebration  wiiich  was  designed  to  appeal  largely  to 
the  business  interests  for  support. 

The  Legislature  adjourned  without  passing  the  appropriation 
bill  and  was  reconvened  in  extraordinary  session.  The  Supply 
Bill  which  was  then  passed  and  which  contained  an  item  appro- 
priating $100,000  for  the  celebration,  became  a  law  by  the  Gov- 
ernor's signature  June  10,  1914,  and  that  was  the  first  definite 
provision  of  any  considerable  sum  for  tlie  celebration. 

The  lateness  of  this  appropriation  was  a  great  handicap.  All 
previous  plans  and  arrangements  had  been  tentative  and  uncer- 
tain; and  now  it  was  necessary  to  readjust  them,  to  reduce  their 
scope,  and  to  make  preparations  hastily  for  such  celebration  as  was 
to  be  had. 
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Then  came  the  still  greater  blow  of  the  European  War.  On 
July  28  Austria  declared  war  on  Servia,  and  on  August  1  the  gen- 
eral European  conflagration  broke  out  with  the  declaration  of  war 
by  Germany  against  Russia.  This  had  a  three-fold  efi'ect  upon  the 
celebration.  In  the  first  place,  the  instinctive  sympathies  of  the 
American  people  with  the  unfortunate  nations  abroad  would  not 
permit  of  a  festive  spirit  here.  In  the  next  place,  general  busi- 
ness was  so  seriously  affected  that  there  was  not  the  expected 
response  to  the  invitations  to  participate  in  the  commercial  parades 
and  commercial  exhibits.  And  thirdly,  it  made  impossible  any 
general  appeal  to  the  people  for  subscription  funds. 

In  view  of  the  situation,  the  Trustees  on  August  5,  1914,  dis- 
continued all  salaries  except  a  few  necessary  ones,  pending  a  con- 
sideration of  the  question  of  postponing  the  celebration,  and  on 
August  12,  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

Wi-iEEEAs,  The  'New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary  Commis- 
sion views  with  the  deepest  sorrow  the  unhappy  conflict  between 
European  nations  with  all  of  which  the  American  people  entertain 
friendly  relations,  and  feels  that  a  proper  respect  for  the  human 
sympathies  which  are  stirred  by  their  misfortunes  dictates  that  it 
should  refrain  at  the  present  time,  so  far  as  possible,  from  carry- 
ing out  those  public  manifestations  of  rejoicing  which  it  had 
planned  to  celebrate  the  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  be- 
ginning of  the  chartered  commerce  of  ISTew  York ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, all  of  the  Commission's  proposed  forms  of  celebration  be  post- 
poned, except  the  eight  children's  gatherings  under  the  direction 
of  the  Local  Festivals  Committee  especially  authorized  by  resolu- 
tion of  August  5,  and  the  commercial  exhibits,  commercial  parade, 
illuminations  and  necessary  accessories,  for  which  foregoing 
features  the  material  preparations  are  so  far  advanced  that  they 
cannot  be  postponed  without  undue  hardship  to  the  expecting 
participants. 

The  determination  to  carry  out  the  forms  of  celebration  men- 
tioned in  the  foregoing  resolution  was  dictated  by  two  considera- 
tions: One  was  that  postponement  for  a  period  which  could  not  be 
determined  in  advance  would  iiivolve  financial  hardships  upon 
parties  who  had  made  preparations  for  the  celebration.  The  other 
was  the  hope  that  the  celebration,  with  its  exhibitions,  might  serve 
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to  stimulate  business  and  in  a  measure  counteract  the  depression 
caused  by  tbe  war. 

It  was  under  tliose  circumstances,  with  their  -attendant  difB 
culties  and  perplexities,  that  the  celebration  was  carried  out.  The 
Trustees  feel  that  while  it  did  not  realize  their  expectations  and 
desires,  it  was  creditable  to  the  State  and  City. 

The  Commission  was  early  organized  into  Committees  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  various  details  of  the  celebration. 
First  in  order  of  operation  was 

The  Plan  and  Scope  Committee  of  which  General  Howard 
Carroll  was  Chairman.    This  committee  elaborated  a  plan  of  cele- 
bration which  was  intended  to  cover  the  period  between  the  two 
historic  dates,  March  27  and  October  11.    The  idea  of  holding 
different  events  of  different  natures  in  different  parts  of  the  City 
at  intervals  during  such  a  considerable  period  was  untried  in  ISTew 
'  York  City  and  was  designed  to  accomplish  several  good  results. 
I  It  tended  to  avoid  the  congestion  of  traffic  and  interruption 
of  business  which  have  characterized  previous  celebrations  concen- 
trated within  a  short  period ;  it  was  calculated  to  promote  con- 
venience and  effectiveness  of  execution  by  the  holding  of  certain 
events  at  seasons  both  appropriate  to  the  events  and  convenient  to 
the  participants ;  and  it  was  intended  to  make  the  celebration  more 
democratic  by  carrying  it  to  the  people  themselves  in  different 
parts  of  the  town  instead  of  obliging  the  people  to  go  long  distances 
to  see  the  celebration  at  one  place.    For  reasons  before  stated, 
many  features  originally  planned  were  finally  omitted,  but  the 
general  theory  was  carried  out.    As  a  result  of  this  distribution 
of  events,  and  at  the  same  time  the  absorbed  attention  of  the  press 
to  the  European  War,  the  celebration  did  not  occupy  as  much 
space  in  the  columns  of  the  newspapers  as  it  otherwise  might  have 
done;  but  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  meaning  of  the  celebration 
to  the  people  was  successful.    From  the  estimates  of  the  'Chair- 
men of  committees  we  calculate  that  there  were  29,950  men, 
women,  boys  and  girls  participating  in  the  various  events  and  that 
there  were  in.  addition  1,771,500  spectators. 

The  principal  working  committees  which  carried  out  the  plan 
of  celebration  were  as  follows: 
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The  Auditing  Committee,  consisting  of  Hon.  !N".  Taylor  Phil- 
lips, Ohairman;  Hon.  William  R.  Willcox  and  Hon.  Arthur  J. 
O'Keeft'e,  whose  work  is  mentioned  in  chapter  II. 

The  Commercial  Exhibits  Committee,  Mr.  E.  P.  V.  Hitter, 
Chairman,  whose  work  is  described  in  chapter  XII. 

The  Contracts  Committee,  of  which  Hon.  Robert  L.  Harrison 
was  'Chairman,  passed  upon  the  form  of  all  contracts  authorized 
by  the  Trustees.  Mr.  Henry  L.  Bogert  was  especially  helpful  on 
this  committee.  It  may  be  noted  here  for  the  benefit  of  future 
commissions  that  any  contract  involving  an  expenditure  of  State 
funds  was  required  to  contain  a  clause  stating  that  the  contract 
did  not  become  effective  until  approved  by  the  State  Comptroller. 

The  Design  and  Decoration  Committee,  of  which  Mr.  Charles 
R.  Lamb  was  Chairman,  was  appointed  to  pass  upon  the  accepta- 
bility of  designs  and  decorations  used  in  the  celebration. 

The  Educational  Institutions  Committee,  of  which  Dr.  Elmer 
Ellsworth  Brown,  Chancellor  of  New  York  University,  was 
Chairman,  performed  much  work  in  formulating  a  plan  not  only 
for  observances  in  institutions  of  learning,  but  also  for  an 
exchange  of  professorships  with  foreign  institutions  with  a  view 
to  promoting  commercial  education,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
College  of  Commerce  in  New  York  City.  Dr.  John  H.  Finley, 
President  of  the  'State  University  and  State  Commissioner  of 
Education,  was  a  helpful  adviser  to  this  committee.  For  lack  of 
funds,  it  was  impracticable  to  carry  out  the  splendid  conceptions 
of  this  committee.  The  educational  side  of  the  celebration,  how- 
ever, was  not  neglected.  The  Commission  printed  5,000  copies 
of  a  critical  historical  pamphlet,  most  of  the  copies  of  which  were 
distributed  to  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools  and  were  used  as 
the  source  of  material  for  local  observance  in  the  schools.  The 
Commission  secured  a  special  edition  of  500  copies  of  the  City 
History  Club's  "  Historical  Guide  to  the  City  of  New  York  " —  a 
sort  of  "Baedeker"  of  the  City  —  comprising  488  pages  and 
many  maps  and  illustrations,  and  distributed  them  to  the  public 
officials  'and  libraries.    The  New  York  Public  Library  issued  a 
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valuable  "  Eeading  List "  of  40  pages  entitled  "  jSTew  York  'City 
and  tlie  Development  of  Trade."  In  October  the  Commission, 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  Board  of  Education,  distributed 
amoug  the  public  schools  840,000  coiiies  of  the  program  of  coming 
events,  and  on  October  20,  1914,  the  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Churchill, 
President  of  the  Board,  and  Dr.  William  H.  Maxv^ell,  City 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  addressed  a  circular  to  the  principals 
of  all  the  schools,  calling  attention  to  the  celebration  and  continu- 
ing: "  You  are  requested  to  addressi  the  pupils  of  your  school  at 
the  assembly  on  Monday,  October  twenty-sixth,  and  describe  to 
them  the  significance  of  the  celebration.  As  far  as  possible  the 
reasons  of  the  present  commercial  supremacy  of  the  city  should  be 
explained  to  the  pupils.  It  would  be  well  also  to  impress  upon 
them  the  importance  of  continuing  that  supremacy,  by  maintain- 
ing and  improving  the  physical  advantages  of  the  City,  by  taking 
advantage  of  every  educational  opportunity  to  increase  the  effi- 
ciency of  every  citizen,  and  by  cultivating  a  spirit  of  public  serv- 
ice that  will  inspire  all  our  citizens  to  render  loyal  service  to  the 
City  and  the  country."  In  November  330,000  tickets  to  the 
Commercial  Exhibits  were  distributed  among  the  school  children. 
These  things,  together  with  the  participation  of  the  children  in 
the  liOcal  Festivals  described  in  chapter  V,  made  the  educational 
side  of  the  celebration  an  important  one. 

The  Flag  and  Poster  Committee,  of  which  Mr.  Louis  Annin 
Ames  was  Chairman,  is  referred  to  in  chapter  III. 

I'he  Illuminations  Committee^  of  which  Hon.  William  Berri 
was  first  Chairman  and  later  Mr.  Arthur  Williams,  with  Mr.  E.  A. 
Norman  as  Vice-Chairman,  is  mentioned  in  chapter  VIII. 

The  Law  and  Legislation  Committee,  of  which  Lion.  Alton  B. 
Parker  was  Chairman,  performed  valuable  service  in  an  advisory 
capacity.  Mr.  Henry  L.  Bogert  was  a  helpful  coadjutor  in  law 
matters.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  a  Commission  like  this  cannot 
expend  State  moneys  for  the  employment  of  legal  counsel  unless 
especially  authorized  by  the  Legislature,  matters  of  an  important 
legal  nature,  such  as  suits,  and  claims  through  attorneys,  were 
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referred  to  the  office  of  the  Attorney-General  of  the  State  in  New 
York  City,  at  No.  299  Broadway. 

The  Local  Festival  Committee,  Hon  William  J.  Lee,  Chair- 
man, and  Dr.  Edward  W.  Stitt,  Vice-Chairman,  is  mentioned 
more  at  length  in  chapter  V. 

The  Medals  and  Badges  Committee,  Dr.  George  F.  Kunz, 
Chairman,  is  referred  to  in  chapter  III. 

The  Memorials  Committee  had  the  valuable  and  energetic  serv- 
ices of  Dr.  Franklin  W.  Hooper  as  Chairman  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death  on  August  1,  1914.  The  Trustees  viewed  with  favor  the 
erection  of  the  National  Watergate  in  Riverside  Park  which  has 
been  undertaken  by  the  Robert  Fulton  Memorial  Watergate  Asso- 
ciation, but  lack  of  available  funds  prevented  any  contribution  to 
that  object.  The  Commission  also  extended  its  official  recognition, 
without  involving  any  financial  outlay,  to  three  other  memorials, 
namely,  the  tablet  erected  by  the  Lower  Wall  Street  Business 
Men's  Association  on  May  '23,  1914,  on  the  site  of  the  old  Mer- 
chants' Coffee  House,  on  the  southeastern  corner  of  Wall  and 
Water  Streets  (see  pp.  129—138)  ;  the  ancient  Oyster  Pasty  Bat- 
tery cannon  erected  by  the  City  History  Club  in  Battery  Park  on 
October  31 ;  and  the  National  American  Indian  Memorial  which 
is  projected  by  the  National  American  Indian  Memorial  Asso- 
ciation and  for  which  President  Taft  broke  ground  in  Fort  Wads- 
worth,  Staten  Island,  on  February  22,  1913. 

The  Museum  Exhibits  Committee,  of  which  Mr.  J.  P.  Morgan 
was  first  Chairman  and  later  Dr.  George  F.  Kunz,  is  referred  to 
in  chapter  X. 

The  Music  Festivals  Committee's  work,  under  the  Chairman- 
ship of  Prof.  Henry  T.  Fleck,  is  described  in  chapter  VII. 

Hie  Publicity  Committee,  of  which  Mr.  A.  E.  MacKinnon  was 
Chairman,  did  effective  work  in  the  extension  of  information 
about  the  celebration  through  the  press,  in  which  field  Mr. 
MacKinnon  has  had  wide  experience.  The  celebration  was 
further  advertised  by  means  of  banners  stretched  across  the 
streets,  and  by  the  poster  described  in  chapter  III. 
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The  Reception  Committee,  in  the  Cbairmansliip  of  whicli  Mr. 
Samuel  W.  Eairchild  succeeded  Mr,  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  took 
hospitable  oare  of  the  official  guests  of  the  Commission.  The  offi- 
cial representatives  of  the  Cuban  Government,  mentioned  in  chap- 
ter XII,  were  ciceroned  chiefly  by  Mr.  MacKinnon  during  their 
two  weeks'  stay. 

The  Religious  Meetings  Committee  is  referred  to  at  leng-th  in 
chapter  VI. " 

The  Headquarters  of  the  Commission  were  in  the  Tribune 
Biiilding  at  ISTo.  154  Nassau  'Street,  New  York.  The  two  offices 
of  the  Secretary  and  his  personal  office  equipment  were  placed 
gratuitously  at  the  service  of  the  Commission,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  rent  a  third  office  only  a  part  of  the  time  to  accommodate 
stenographers.  With  the  exception  of  eight  months,  the  Secre- 
tary gave  his  services  for  a  period  of  two  and  a  qjiiarter  years 
without  compensation,  and  voluntarily  relinquished  his  salary  on 
the  outbreak  of  the  European  War. 

.  Official  Cooperation  was  most  generously  accorded  to  the  Com- 
mission by  other  official  bodies.  Without  this  cooperation  it 
would  have  been  impossible  to  carry  out  the  celebration  in  the 
short  time  which  the  Commission  had  for  preparation.  The 
State  Civil  Service  Commission  excepted  the  employees  of  the 
Commission  from  examination  under  the  provision  of  civil  service 
rule  VIII,  subdivision  9.  The  State  Printer,  who  by  law  is 
entitled  to  do  all  printing  paid  for  out  of  State  funds,  waived  his 
privilege  with  respect  to  emergency  printing.  The  iComptroUer's 
office  and  the  Attorney-General's  office  were  very  helpful.  The 
Board  of  Aldermen,  pursuant  to  section  419  of  the  City  charter, 
suspended  the  requirement  for  public  letting  of  contracts  for  the 
expenditures  of  City  funds;  also  section  41,  chapter  2,  part  2  of 
the  Code  of  Ordinances  in  regard  to  advertising  trucks,  vans  and 
wagons  in  parades.  The  Aldermanic  Committee,  of  which 
A-ldermen  Frank  J.  Dotzler,  Jesse  D.  Moore,  and  John  F. 
McCourt  were  members,  were  of  material  assistance  in  forwarding 
the  City's  participation  in  the  celebration.  The  Commission  was 
also  indebted  to  the  officials  of  the  Finance  Department,  Police 

17 
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Department,  Park  Department,  Dock  Department  and  Education 
Department  for  their  indispensable  help. 

The  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  Commission  were  made  in 
many  other  directions  for  courtesies  and  accommodations,  espe- 
cially to  Hon.  Herman  Ridder,  for  the  use  of  his  large  library 
in  the  Staats-Zeitung  Building  at  l^o.  182  William  Street  for  the 
meetings  of  the  Commission ;  to  the  Automobile  Club  of  America, 
for  the  use  of  the  assembly  room  of  its  club  house  in  West  54:th 
Street  for  committee  meetings ;  to  Mr.  William  C.  Muschenheim 
for  the  hospitality  of  the  Hotel  Astor  for  the  inaugural  historical 
meeting  on  March  27 ;  and  to  Mr.  Frederick  Sterry  for  courtesies 
extended  to  committees  and  guests  at  the  Hotel  Plaza. 
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The  funds  for  the  celebration  were  derived  from  the  following 


sources : 

State  appropriation    $100,000  00 

City  appropriation   10,000  00 

Subscriptions  and  miscellaneous   8,677  01 


$118,677  01 

Assiiming  the  disbursement  of  the  entire  City  ap- 
propriation of  $10,000  which  did  not  pass 
through  the  Treasury  of  the  Commission,  the 
total  expenditures  to  March  18,  1915,  have  been.     115,125  80 

Balance  at  date  of  this  report   $3,551  21 


The  general  system  of  disbursement  pursued  was  as  follows: 
All  expenditures  were  required  to  be  authorized  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  Soon  after  the  State  appropriation  became  available, 
estimates  of  the  needs  of  the  different  committees  were  made  and 
certain  amounts  were  apportioned  to  those  committees.  The  indi- 
vidual apportionments  were  increased  or  reduced  by  the  Trustees 
from  time  to  time,  but  the  aggTegate  was  kept  at  about  the  same 
figure.  These  apportionments  gave  the  committees  an  idea  of  the 
amount  in  excess  of  which  they  could  not  plan,  but  did  not  in 
themselves  authorize  expenditures.  Estimates  of  desired  expendi- 
tures were  submitted  to  a  committee  on  estimates  for  approval 
before  thev  could  be  authorized.  Bills,  Avhen  rendered,  were  first 
approved  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  Avhich  incurred  them 
and  were  forwarded  to  the  chartered  accountant  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Commission  in  the  Tribune  Building,  ISTo.  154 
N"assau  Street,  ISTew  York.  They  were  then  presented  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Trustees  and  approved  for  payment,  subject  to 
examination  and  approval  by  the  Auditing  Committee.  After  the 
approval  of  the  voucher  by  the  Auditing  Committee,  the  checks 
were  countersigned  by  the  President,  Acting  President,  or  Secre- 
tary, and  were  then  signed  by  the  Treasurer. 
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From  time  to  time,  requisitions  were  made  upon,  the  State 
Treasurer  through,  the  Comptroller  for  remittances  of  portions  of 
the  iState  appropriation  which  were  deposited  with  the  Treasurer. 
Subsequently,  the  Commission  transmitted  to  the  Comptroller  paid 
vouchers,  in  form  lapproved  hj  the  Comptroller,  accounting  for  the 
amounts  disbursed. 

The  City  funds  did  not  pass  through  the  Treasury  of  the  Com- 
mission, being  paid  direct  by  the  Department  of  Finance  to  the 
payees. 

The  subscription  funds  were  raised  from  time  to  time  to  meet 
current  needs  not  otherwise  provided  for  and  were  never  of  any 
considerable  amount  at  any  one  time.  They  were  disbursed  in  the 
same  m^anner  as  the  iState  funds. 

The  Commission  was  greatly  indebted  to  Messrs.  J.  P.  Morgan  & 
Co.,  Treasurer,  and  to  Hon.  IST.  Taylor  Phillips,  Hon.  William  R. 
Willcox  and  Hon.  Arthur  J.  O'Keeffe,  members  of  the  Auditing 
Committee,  for  their  valuable  services  in  this  department  of  the 
Commission's  work. 

The  accounts  of  the  Commission  were  kept  by  Mr.  John  J. 
Baird,  a  chartered  accountant  from  the  firm  of  Patterson,  Teele  & 
Dennis.  Mr.  Baird  received  the  special  acknowledgments  of  the 
Commission  for  his  faithful  and  unremitting  services  which  were 
often  more  than  could  have  been  strictly  expected  of  him  as  an 
accountant. 

At  the  date  of  this  report,  all  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Com- 
mission have  been  settled  except  certain  claims  which  the  Commis- 
sion does  not  acknowledge. 

All  expenses  have  been  stopped  except  such  as  are  necessary  for 
the  accountant  and  stenographer  for  time  actually  employed; 
printing,  postage,  telephone,  messenger,  etc.,  when  necessary;  and 
some  small  legal  expenses. 
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III 

OFFICIAL  IIvTSiGisTIA 

The  Commission  had  four  official  insignia,  namely,  the  medal, 
the  badge,  the  flag  and  the  poster. 

TTie  Official  Medal 

The  Offixiial  Medal,  designed  and  executed  by  Tiffany  &  Co.,  is 
circular  in  form  and  three  inches  in  diameter.  The  obverse  of 
the  Medal  bears  in  its  upper  part,  above  a  long  cluster  of  native 
American  fruits,  the  legend  "  The  Commercial  Tercentenary  of 
jSTew  York,  1614-1914."  Below  is  depicted  the  first  trading  by 
the  Dutch  with  the  Indians.  In  the  foreground  are  a  Dutch 
trader  and  two  Indian  chiefs ;  in  the  background  are  other  Indians, 
and  Dutchmen  with  chests  of  goods ;  while  in  the  distance  is  the 
Dutchman's  ship  on  the  Hudson  River.  On  the  reverse  are  a 
representation  of  commercial  IsTew  York  City  of  to-day,  five  coat- 
of-arms,  and  the  panel  for  the  name  of  the  owner  of  the  Medal. 
The  view  of  ISFew  York  City  shows  the  section  of  lower  Manhattan 
from  the  Singer  Building  to  the  Woolworth  Building,  with  the 
Hudson  River  in  the  foregTound.  Upon  the  river  is  seen  the  fore- 
part of  a  modern  ocean-going  steamship.  At  the  top  of  the  Medal 
are  tlie  arms  of  ISTew  ISTetherland  and  at  the  bottom  the  arms  of 
JSTew  York  State.  At  the  left  of  the  name-panel  are  tie  arms  of 
iN'ew  Amsterdam;  at  the  right,  the  arms  of  ISTew  York  City  under 
the  English  government;  and  beneath,  the  anns  of  the  present 
City.    (See  plate  17.) 

The  medals  are  made  so  that  the  recipient's  name  can  be  struck 
in  a  panel  by  means  of  an  insert  at  the  time  the  medal  itself  is 
struck. 

The  medals  are  struck  in  gold,  silver  and  bronze.  The  gold 
medals  are  reserved  for  official  presentation.  The  other  medals 
are  sold  to  members  of  the  Commission  and  to  others  desiring  them. 
The  price  of  the  silver  medal  with  name  of  recipient  is  $10.00; 
silver  medal  without  name,  $8.50  ;  bronze  medal  with  name,  $5.00 ; 
and  bronze  medal  without  name,  $3.50. 
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The  first  silver  medal  struck  was  presented  by  permission  to  tlie 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  following  letter: 

E'ew  Yokk,  April  3,  1914.  ■ 

The  How.  Woodkow  AVilsok^  President  of  the  United  States, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir. — '■  The  New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary  Commission 
has  the  honor  to  present  to  you  the  accompanying  Silver  Medal 
which  is  the  first  medal  struck  by  this  Commission  to  Commemor- 
ate the  300th  anniversary  of  the  beginning  of  the  regularly  Chart- 
ered Commerce  of  what  are  now  the  City  and  State  of  New  York. 

The  events  commemorated  by  this  memento  — •  the  granting  by 
the  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands  on  March  27,  1614, 
of  the  first  general  charter,  and  on  October  11,  1614,  the  first 
exclusive  charter,  for  trading  to  New  Netherland  —  were  of  more 
than  local  importance,  for  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
Old  World  and  the  chief  port  of  the  present  United  States,  thus 
inaugnirated,  has  since  then  been  continually  maintained  and  has 
developed,  internally  and  externally,  to  proportions  of  national 
and  international  significance. 

It  is  a  cause  for  national  felicitation  that  with  this  commercial 
and  industrial  development  has  come  a  great  development  in  other 
departments  of  our  national  life.  At  no  period  in  the  history  of 
the  world  has  the  intimate  reciprocal  relation  between  commerce 
and  industry  on  the  one  hand  and  intellectual  activity,  as  repre- 
sented in  the  arts,  sciences  and  letters,  on  the  other,  been  so  fully 
recognized  as  now.  A  strong  and  active  national  commerce  and 
a  vigorous  and  virile  national  industry  stimulate  art,  science  and 
literature,  and  these  in  turn  react  upon  the  commercial  and  indus- 
trial life  of  the  Nation,  making  it  more  fruitful  and  progressive. 
And  it  gives  this  Commission  peculiar  pleasure  to  present  this 
medal  to  one  who,  like  yourself,  has  contributed  so  much  to  the 
intellectual  development  of  the  American  people  and  who,  as 
President  of  the  United  States,  sustains  such  a  vital  relation  to 
their  commercial  and  industrial  progress. 

It  is  a  happy  coincidence  and  also  a  matter  for  national  con- 
gratulation, that  this  year,  which  rounds  out  three  centu.ries  of  our 
commercial  progress,  should  be  marked  by  the  practical  opening 
under  your  administration  of  the  Panama  Canal.  The  westward 
passage  to  Cathay  which  the  early  explorers  sought  in  vain  to  find 
we  have  built,  and  the  piercing  of  the  continental  barrier  between 
the  seas  gives  promise  of  still  greater  triumphs  for  our  commerce 
in  the  centuries  to  come. 
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We  trust  tliat  American  commerce,  which  enters  upon  a  new 
era  under  your  administration,  may  not  only  redound  to  the  great 
benefit  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  but  that  it  may  also  bind 
us  more  closely  to  all  nations  in  the  ties  of  mutual  friendship. 

We  avail  ourselves  of  the  courtesy  of  the  representative  whom 
you  have  designated,  Mr.  Edward  M.  House,  to  transmit  this 
medal  to  you  by  his  hand.  Be  pleased  to  accept  with  it,  Mr. 
President,  the  assurances  of  our  high  esteem. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

COKNELIUS  VaNDERBILT, 

President 

Edward  Hagaman  Hall^ 

Secretary. 

The  Official  Badge 

The  Official  Badge  is  reserved  exclusively  for  the  members  of 
the  Commission.  It  consists  of  a  reproduction  of  the  Official 
Medal  designs  upon  a  medallion  one  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter, 
depending  from  an  orange,  white  and  dark  blue  ribbon,  the  whole 
suspended  by  a  bar  bearing  the  word  Commission  "  or,  in  the 
case  of  an  officer,  his  title.  The  l:)adges  with  silver  medallions  and 
bar  are  sold  for  $3.00  and  those  with  bronze  medallion  and  bar 
for  $2.00.    (See  plate  19.) 

The  Official  Flag 

The  Official  Elag  was  desigTaed  by  Mr.  Louis  Annin  Ames.  It 
consists  of  three  equal  vertical  bars,  Nassau  blue,  white  and 
Nassau  orange,  the  blue  bar  at  the  staff.  In  the  center  of  the 
white  bar,  the  coat-of-anns. 

Charge:  Upon  a  shield  argent  a  marine  view;  in  base  a  Dutch 
merchant  vessel  under  sail  on  a  body  of  water  all  proper;  sky 
argent  and  azure. 

Crest :   On  a  wreath  azure  and  argent  a  Dutch  windmill  proper. 

Supporters:  On  a  quasi-compartment  formed  by  the  extension, 
of  the  ribbon  or  scroll.  Dexter :  A  Dutch  merchantman  proper ; 
Dutch  hat  proper ;  vested  vert ;  about  the  waist  a  belt  gules ;  hose 
and  shoes  sable;  buckles  on  shoes  or;  in  the  dexter  hand  a  charter 
scroll  argent;  the  sinister  arm  embowed,  hand  supporting  shield 
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at  the  dexter  chief  point.  Sinister:  A  J^orth  American  Indian 
proper ;  hair  dressed  and  decorated  with  feathers ;  about  the  waist 
skins  proper ;  feet  mocasined  proper ;  in  the  sinister  hand  a  pelt ; 
the  dexter  arm  emhowed,  hand  supporting  the  shield  at  the  sinister 
chief  point. 

Motto:  Below  the  shield  on  a  scroll  argent,  azure  and  or 
"  1614-1914." 

The  shades  of  !N"assau  blue  and  Nassau  orange  were  used  bj  the 
Netherlands  in  1614  when  the  first  charters  for  trading  to  New 
Netherland  were  granted.  The  vertical  arrangement  of  colors 
was  adopted,  partly  to  give  the  flag  individuality,  and  partly 
because  the  vertical  arrangement  of  flag  colors  was  first  adopted 
by  the  City  of  Amsterdam  in  1602  when  the  colors  were  red,  black 
and  red.  The  windmill  of  the  crest  is  of  the  type  used  in  the 
Netherlands  and  New  Netherland. 

The  design  of  the  flag  was  copyrighted,  but  anybody  who  would 
conform  to  the  official  specifications  was  allowed  to  manufacture 
and  sell  it.    (See  plate  20.) 

The  Official  Poster 

The  Official  Poster  was  designed  by  Mr.  Frederick  S.  Lamb. 
It  depicts  a  classically  robed  woman,  sitting  in  the  stern  of  a  boat, 
her  right  arm  resting  on  the  tiller  and  her  left  arm  on  a  terrestrial 
globe.  Under  the  tiller  handle  is  the  coat-of-arms  of  the  City  of 
New  York.  On  the  deck  in  the  lower  right  hand  corner  of  the 
design  are  bales  of  merchandise,  the  corresponding  space  in  the  left 
hand  corner  being  occupied  by  a  coil  of  rope.  The  backgroimd 
above  the  gunwale  represents  the  sea  and  sky,  and  upon  the  horizon 
appears  a  ship  under  sail.  At  the  bottom  of  the  design  appear 
the  following  dates  and  words: 

1614  New  York  1914 

COMMEECIAL  TEECENTENARY 

(See  plate  18.) 
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IV 

INAUGUEiVL  CEREMOiflES,  MARCH  27,  1914 

Ceremonies  at  Fort  WadswortJb 

On  Friday,  March  27,  1914,  the  300bh  anniversary  of  the  grant- 
ing of  the  first  genei''al  charter  by  the  States  General  of  the  United 
Netherlands  for  trading  to  New  jSTetherland,  the  period  of  the 
Tercentenary  Celebration  was  opened  with  two  observances.  The 
fij-st  was  held  in  the  afternoon  at  Fort  Wadsworth,  'Staten  Island, 
and  the  second  in  the  Hotel  Astor,  Manhattan.  ■  (See  plate  8.) 

The  ceremonies  in  Fort  Wadsworth  were  held  at  the  place 
where,  on  February  22,  1913,  President  Taft  broke  ground  for 
the  National  Indian  Memorial.  They  were  under  the  joint 
ausj^ices  of  the  New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary  Commission; 
the  American  'Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  'Society,  Dr. 
George  Frederick  Kunz,  President;  the  Staten  Island  Association 
of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Hon  Howard  R.  Bayne,  President;  the  City 
History  Club  of  New  York,  Mrs.  Emil  L.  Boas,  President;  the 
National  American  Indian  Memorial  Association,  Mr.  Rodman 
Wanamaker,  President;  a  group  of  Dutch  descendants  headed  by 
Dr.  Tunis  G.  Bergen ;  and  a  group  of  Iroquois  Indians  from  the 
Cattaraugus  Reservation,  under  the  direction  of  Di*.  Joseph  Kos- 
suth Dixon.  The  names  of  the  Indians,  who  were  in  native  garb, 
were  Fillmore  Jackson,  W'alter  Kennedy,  BemiTS  Pierce,  Theodore 
Jamieson,  Orlando  Doxtater,  Frank  Logan,  Heeman  Bennett, 
Frank  Kennedy,  Hiram  Printup  and  Miss  Anna  Patterson. 

The  exercises  were  held  on  the  brow  of  the  casement  of  Fort 
Wadsworth  overlooking  the  Narrows  'and  both  the  upper  and  lower 
bays.  The  weather  was  ideal,  and  the  speakers  used  the  wonder- 
ful view  of  the  busy  shore  lines  of  Brooklyn  and  Manhattan  to 
illustrate  the  growth  of  New  York's  commerce  since  the  event  they 
were  commemorating. 

A  detachment  of  troops,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Phipps, 
formed  three  sides  of  a  hollow  square,  in  the  center  of  which  the 
ceremonies  took  place.  The  school  children  of  Richmond  had 
been  especially  invited  to  attend,  and  more  than  three  hundred 
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of  them  were  assembled  on  the  opposite  wall  of  the  casemate,  across 
the  sunken  drill  ground. 

A  pageant  was  enacted  representing  the  beginning  of  trade 
between  the  Dutch  and  the  Indians.  The  Hollanders  were  imper- 
sonated by  Dr.  Bergen,  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman,  and  Mr.  Seward 
G.  Spoor  in  costume.  Opening  an  ancient  chest,  they  bartered 
with  the  Indians,  giving  glass  beads  (from  the  American  M'useum 
of  Natural  History)  and  sundry  goods  in  exchange  for  land,  furs, 
etc.  The  pipe  of  peace  was  smoked,  and  addresses  were  made  by 
Dr.  Kunz,  ex-Senator  Bayne,  Dr.  Bergen,  Dr.  Dixon,  Mr.  Hoff- 
man, Mr.  Henry  Russell  Drowne,  Secretary  of  the  Sons  of  the 
Revolution  in  New  York  State,  and  Fillmore  Jackson.  Music 
was  furnished  by  the  army  band. 

Ceremonies  at  Hotel  Astor 

The  formal  inaugurajl  ceremonies  of  the  celebration  were  held 
on  Friday  evening,  March  27,  1914,  in  the  Hotel  Astor  on  the 
Island  of  Manhattan,  Mr.  Oornelius  Vanderbilt,  President  of 
the  Commission,  presided. 

The  platform  was  decorated  with  palms,  and  on  the  front  of 
the  platform  was  a  large  official  flag  of  the  Commission,  flanked 
on  either  side  by  a  United  States  flag.  Upon  the  platform  sat  the 
speakers,  several  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Commission,  and 
the  Indians  named  in  the  preceding  chapter. 

The  music  was  under  the  direction  of  Prof,  Henry  T,  Fleck, 
head  of  the  Music  Department  of  the  Normal  College  of  the  City 
of  New  York.  It  included  organ  music  by  Mr.  Arthur  Bergh,  a 
soprano  solo  by  Miss  Grace  Hoffman,  a  piano  solo  by  Mr,  Albert 
von  Doenhoff,  and  baritone  solos  by  Mr,  James  Stanley. 

After  an  organ  recital  by  Mr.  Arthur  Bergh,  Monsignor  M.  J. 
Lavelle,  Vicar  General,  representing  His  Eminence  John  Cardinal 
Farley,  offered  an  ascription  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  for  the 
divine  blessings  of  three  centuries  of  growth  and  prosperity. 

Addresses  were  then  delivered  as  follows : 

"  The  Second  City  of  the  World,"  by  Hon.  John  Purroy  Mitchel, 
Mayor  of  New  York. 

"  The  North  American  Indian,"  by  Rev.  Fillmore  Jackson,  an 
Iroquois  Indian. 
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"  The  Indians  of  To-day  and  To-morrow,"  by  Joseph  Kossuth 
Dixon,  leader  of  the  Eodman  Wanamaker  Evpeditions  among 
the  Indiana. 

"  The  United  Netherlands,"  by  Hon.  A.  van  de  Sande  Bakhiiysen, 
Consul  of  the  Netherlands  at  New  York. 

"  Fort  Orange,"  by  Hon.  Joseph  W.  Stevens,  Mayor  of  Albany. 

"  The  First  Families,"  by  Dr.  Tunis  G.  Bergen,  a  descendant  of 
the  first  white  child  born  in  New  Netherland. 

"  The  New  Eoute  to  Cathay,"  by  Hon.  Theodore  P.  Shonts,  for- 
merly Chairman  of  the  Panama  Canal  Commission. 

"  Commerce  and  Education,"  by  Dr.  Elmer  Ellsworth  Brown, 
Chancellor  of  New  York  University. 

"  Commerce  and  Art,"  by  Mr.  Edwin  H.  Blashfield,  the  artist. 

"  The  Merchants  of  New  York,"  by  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Fairchild, 
manufacturer,  merchant,  and  President  of  the  Union  Leag'ue 
Club. 

"  Commerce  and  Science,"  by  Dr.  George  Frederick  Kunz,  pre- 
siding Vice-President  of  the  Commission  and  President  of 
the  Academy  of  Sciences. 

The  benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  Right  Eev.  David  H. 
Greer,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  diocese  of  New 
York. 

The  ushers  were  from  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America;  Mr.  Loril- 
lard  Spencer,  President  of  the  New  York  City  Council;  Mr. 
Charles  L.  Pollard,  Executive  Deputy  Scout  Commissioner. 
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V 

LOCAL  FESTIVALS 

The  local  fiestas  and  pageants  arranged  bj  tlie  Local  Festivals 
Oommittee  formed  a  distinctive  and  notable  part  of  tbe  celebra- 
tion, carrying  tbe  meaning  of  tbe  commemoration  in  a  popular 
and  effective  way  to  tbe  people  in  different  parts  of  tbe  great  City. 
Tbe  Cbairman  of  tbe  'Committee  was  Hon.  William  J.  Lee,  'Super- 
visor of  tbe  Bureau  of  Recreation  of  tbe  Department  of  Parks,  and 
tbe  Vice-Cbairman  vpas  Edward  W.  iStitt,  Pb.D,,  District  Super- 
intendent of  iScbools  of  tbe  Board  of  Education.  Tbese  gentlemen 
brougbt  to  tbe  work  not  only  bigb  personal  qualifications  but  also 
tbe  co-operation  of  tbe  Departments  of  Parks  and  Education  and 
numerous  individuals  and  civic  organizations  allied  in  similar 
work. 

■Six  local  celebrations  were  carried  out  under  tbe  auspices  of 
tbis  oommittee  in  different  parts  of  tbe  City  on  tbe  following 
dates : 

Wednesday,  August  12,  1914,  at  Curtis  Field,  ISTew  Brighton,  in 

tbe  Borougb  of  Ricbmond. 
Tuesday,  August  18,  at  Brooklyn  Atbletic  Field  in  tbe  Borougb 

of  Brooklyn. 

Wednesday,  August  19,  at  Crotona  Park  in  tbe  Borougb  of  tbe 
Bronx. 

Saturday,  August  29,  at  Central  Park  in  tbe  Borougb  of  Man- 
hattan. 

Wednesday,  September  2,  at  Dongan  Hills  Fair  Grounds,  in  tbe 

Borougb  of  Ricbmond. 
Saturday,  October  31,  at  Harlem  in  tbe  Borougb  of  Manhattan. 

Following  are  brief  descriptions  of  each  of  these  celebrations : 

At  Curtis  Athletic  Field,  Richmond  Borough 

The  celebration  ,at  Curtis  Athletic  Field,  New  Brighton,  Staten 
Island,  on  Wednesday,  August  12,  1914,  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
"  Festival  of  Nations,"  arranged  by  Mr.  Michael  A.  Jones,  Super- 
visor of  Playgrounds,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  principals  and 
teachers  of  the  various  playgrounds  under  his  supervision.  The 
program  was  as  follows : 
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1.  Tableau  —  Purcliase  of  ISTew  York  from  the  Indians. 

2.  Pledge  to  the  American  Flag  —  By  the  ISTations. 

3.  Parade  of  iSTations. 

4.  Assembly. 

5.  America. 

6.  Mass  Drill. 

7.  Gymnastic  Dances — (a)  iCarousal;  (b)  Hungarian. 

8.  National  Polk  Dances  and  Songs. 

(a)  Germany — "Watch  on  the  Rhine." 
(-b)  Ireland  — Wearing  of  the  Green." 

(c)  Scotland  — "Annie  Laurie." 

(d)  Italy  — "  Punicula." 

(e)  Sicily — "  Santa  Lucia." 

(f)  Hungary — "Hungarian  K'ational  Anthem." 

(g)  America  — "  Red,  White  and  Blue." 

(h)  Russian  — "  Russian  ISTational  Anthem." 

(i)  Greece—"  Watch  O'er  tlie  Flock." 

9.  Address.    Hon  James  F.  Sullivan. 

10.  Exhibition  Baseball  Game. 

11.  Athletic  Meet — "Boys'  Playground." 

12.  Finale — "  Star  iSpangled  Banner." 

About  4,000  boys  and  girls,  attendants  at  the  Vacation  Play 
grounds  of  Lower  Manhattan,  crossed  the  bay  to  Staten  Island  to 
jDartioipate  in  or  witness  these  exercises.    At  the  Curtis  Athletic 
Field  they  joined  the  children  of  Richmond  Borough. 

Around  a  tepee  in  the  center  of  the  field  were  seated  the  children 
impersonating  Indians,  calmly  smoking  and  resting  after  a  sup- 
posed hunt.  The  serenity  of  the  scene  was  broken  by  the  appear- 
ance of  a  scout  whose  information  plunged  the  whole  village  in 
tumoil.  Weapons  were  hastily  seized,  and  led  by  the  chiefs,  the 
tribe  went  forth  to  face  the  invaders.  The  latter,  however, 
appeared  upon  the  horizon  with  hands  upraised  in  the  universal 
sign  of  peace.  A  short  conference  was  held, and  the  Dutch  traders 
in  the  midst  of  the  tribe  returaed  to  the  village.  The  pipe  of 
peace  was  lighted,  passed  from  hand  to  hand  and  smoked  by  all. 
Then  the  merchandise  chest  was  displayed  and  the  land  was  pur- 
chased by  the  Dutch.  After  this  the  Dutch  were  entertained  by 
the  Indians  with  dance  and  song. 

The  parade  of  nations  was  another  interesting  feature.  The 
children  were  summoned  by  bugle  call,  and,  led  by  400  boys  in 
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athletic  costumes,  marciied  around  the  track  surrounding  the  field. 
Following  the  athletes  came  the  kindergarten  children  carrying  a 
display  of  raffia  work;  then  in  order  the  division  of  dancers. 
Each  school  was  dressed  in  the  garb  of  the  nation  whose  dance  it 
was  to  perform. 

'Side  by  side  in  an  immense  tableau,  gaily  bedecked  girls, 
Saxon  and  Russian,  Slav  and  Italian,  Irish,  'Scotch  and  English 
and  other  nationalities  sang  the  airs  of  their  native  lands  or  the 
lands  of  their  fathers.  All  united  in  singing  not  only  the  anthems 
of  the  lands  they  represented  but  also  those  of  the  lands  repre- 
sented by  others  and  the  common  land  of  all,  for  in  the  center  of 
the  great  group,  the  "  'Star  Spangled  Banner  "  stood  out  in  the 
breeze  and  it  was  around  tbat  staff  that  the  other  flags  were  clus- 
tered. This  reverential  and  inspiring  tableau  was  greatly 
applauded. 

The  folk  dances  were  picturesque.  (Plate  9.)  After  the  "  Watch 
on  the  Rhine  "  had  been  sung  by  about  three  hundred  German 
girls,  the  little  dancers  executed  the  intricate  steps  of  a  pretty 
dance  of  the  Fatherland.  Following  the  flutter  of  the  golden  harp 
that  once  "  sounded  through  Tara's  Halls  "  and  now  emblazons  its 
familiar  field  of  emerald,  Irish  girls  sang  the  "  Wearin'  of  the 
Green  "  and  danced  a  rollicking  jig.  Then  there  was  a  skirl  as  of 
the  pibroch,  a  whirl  of  tartans  and  the  "  Highland  Fling  "  was 
tripped  by  a  bevy  of  Scotch  lassies.  Then  came  children  in 
charming  costumes  of  many  colors  dancing  the  folk  dances  of 
Russia,  Southern  Europe,  Austria-Hungary,  Italy  and  Greece. 
About  a  hundred  girls  uniformed  as  English  blue  jackets  danced 
a  hornpipe  and  sang  "  God  Save  the  King,"  while  the  audience 
rose  to  its  feet  and  stood  with  heads  bared. 

Many  interesting  and  historical  tableaux  were  shown  depicting 
the  steady  advance  and  growth  of  the  metropolis. 

The  celebration  was  not  only  educational  and  patriotic,  but  was 
also  noticeable  for  the  whole-hearted  joy  shown  by  the  participants. 

At  BrooMyn  AtMetic  Fields  Broohlyn  Borough 

The  celebration  at  Brooklyn  Athletic  Field,  at  Avenue  K  and 
East  l7th  Street,  Brooklyn,  on  Tuesday,  August  18,  1914,  took 
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the  form  of  an  historical  pageant  entitled  "  Century  Steps  in 
Brooklyn's  Progress."  It  was  produced  by  the  children  of  the 
Brooklyn  Vacation  Playgrounds  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
Mr.  Eugene  C.  Gibney,  Supervisor  of  Vacation  Playgrounds,  by 
about  4,000  children  in  the  presence  of  about  10,000  spectators. 
The  program  was  as  follows: 

1.  The  Brooklyn  Track  and  Field  Championships. 

2.  Prologue  —  Tableau,     "  Father     Knickerbocker     and  His 

Children." 

3.  Playground  Procession  —  Judging  of  Appearance. 

Music  by  Parental  'School  Band,  Fife  and  Drum  Corps, 
V.  P.  G.  ISTo.  43,  Sacred  Heart  Band  and  Kielgast's 
Band. 

4.  Drill  by  Girls. 

5.  Drill  by  Boys. 

6.  Combination  Drill  by  Girls  and  Boys. 

7.  The  Dutch  and  Indians  in  Brooklyn  in  1614. 

(a)  Indian  Hunting  Dance. 

(b)  Tableau  —  "Sale  of  Laud  at  Gowanus." 

(c)  Dutch  Wind  Mill  Dance. 

8.  The  English  in  Brooklyn  in  1714. 

(a)  Sailor's  Hornpipe. 

(b)  Tableau  • — "Eeturn  of  English  after  the  Peace  of 

Utrecht." 

(c)  The  Minuet  (Colonial  Dames). 

9.  The  Birth  of  the  Star  Spangled  Banner  (1814). 

(a)  The  ISTational  American  Dance. 

(b)  "  Francis  Scott  Key  Writing  the  Star  Spangled 

Banner  " —  a  tableau. 

(c)  The  Star  Spangled  Banner  Dance. 

10.  The  Achievement  of  a  Modern  Brooklyn  'Schoolboy  (1914). 

(a)  Tableau  — "  The  Opening  of  the  Panama  Canal." 

(b)  The  Pavlowa  Gavotte. 

(c)  Epilogue— Tableau,  "The  Products  of  Our  Play- 

grounds and  Schools." 

(d)  Waltz  Dream. 

n.  Huyler's  Parade. 

The  drills  performed  by  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  prologue 
tableau,  showing  Father  Knickerbocker  and  his  children,  were 
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designed  to  show  that  wMle  European  nations  were  engaged  in 
training  their  youths  for  war,  America  was  developing  her  young 
citizens  into  healthy,  energetic,  devoted  patriots  through  her  school 
systems.  The  combination  drill  brought  together  the  largest  num- 
ber of  school  children  ever  drilled  with  apparatus  simultaneously. 
Boys  and  girls  executed  separate  drills  at  the  same  time,  and  the 
exercises  were  so  interwoven  that  the  effect  gave  a  billowy  and 
fairy  like  appearance  to  the  whole  field.     (See  plate  10.) 

The  historical  pageant  emphasized  the  local  history  of  Brooklyn. 
The  year  1614  was  represented  by  the  "  Sale  of  Gowanus  "  — the 
enactment  of  an  historical  transaction  in  which  the  Indian  Chief 
Maereckkaakwick  sold  the  land  to  the  Dutch  for  a  few  insignifi- 
cant trinkets.  The  life  of  the  period  was  portrayed  in  tableau 
form,  in  pantomime,  and  in  costumed  dances.  The  representa- 
tion of  1714,  the  English  period  in  Brooklyn,  was  entitled  the 
"  English  in  Brooklyn  Two  Centuries  Ago."  The  scene  depicted 
the  return  of  the  English  sailors  to  Gowanus  after  the  French 
wars,  which  were  concluded  by  the  Peace  of  Utrecht.  The  life 
of  the  period  was  exemplified  in  tableau,  pantomime  and  costumed 
dancing.  The  birth  'of  "  the  'Star  Spangled  Banner "  as  the 
national  anthem  was  chosen  as  the  representative  feature  of  the 
next  century  year,  1814.  The  tableau  displayed  Francis  Scott 
Key  composing  the  'Star  Spangled  Banner  on  the  deck  of  the 
English  cruiser  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  Two  purely  American 
dances  specially  written  for  the  pageant  supported  this  scene,  viz., 
the  American  Dance  and  the  iStar  Spangled  Banner  Dance.  When 
the  iStar  Spangled  Banner  was  shown  unfurled  to  the  breeze  over 
Fort  McHenry,  the  whole  field  of  thousands  of  children  dropped 
to  the  left  knee  in  silent  reverent  allegiance  to  their  fiag.  The 
singing  of  the  anthem  and  the  dancing  of  the  ISTational  American 
Dance  completed  one  of  the  most  tensely  patriotic  spectacles  ever 
presented.  The  thousands  of  spectators  simultaneously  arose  as 
the  children  dropped  to  the  knee  and  the  singing  of  our  national 
song  resounded  through  the  stand  and  across  the  field.  The  period 
of  1914  was  devoted  to  the  two  feats  that  stand  out  in  the  record 
of  the  mechanical  and  intellectual  achievements  of  our  nation, 
namely,  the    Building  of  the  Panama  Oanal  "  and  the  "  Develop-^ 
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ment  of  our  ScLiool  System."  The  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal 
was  portrayed  by  a  tableau  in  which,  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  were  joined  as  Father  ISTeptune  looked  on.  The  cur- 
ricula of  the  schools  and  playgrounds  were  admirably  shown  by 
scenes  showing  great  citizens  emerging  from  the  school.  The 
dances  executed  in  conjunction  with  these  scenes  were  modern 
JSTew  York  dances. 

The  children  made  their  own  costumes  after  models  and  with 
materials  supplied  by  the  iCommission. 

^Souvenirs  in  the  shape  of  medals,  badges,  fans  and  boxes  of 
candy,  largely  contributed,  were  distributed. 

At  Grotona  Athletic  Field,  Bronx  Borough 

The  ceremonies  at  Crotona  Athletic  Field  in  the  Borough  of  the 
Bronx  on  Wednesday,  August  19,  1914,  consisted  mainly  of  an 
historical  pageant  by  the  children  of  upper  Manhattan  and  the 
Bronx  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Mr.  Henry  J.  Silver- 
man, Supervisor  of  Vacation  Playgrounds.  Miss  Tamah  Axel 
collaborated  with  Mr.  Silverman  in  planning  and  producing  the 
tableaux.  T^^o  thousand  children  participated  in  the  exercises 
and  many  thousands  of  spectators  witnessed  them.     ( See  plate  11.) 

The  pageant  was  preceded  by  musical  selections  and  a  parade 
entitled  Historic  New  York,"  which  represented  the  peoples  of 
various  epochs.    Then  came  six  tableaux  as  follows : 

1.  Indian  Epoch,  (a)  A  Pueblo  runner  appeared  in  the 
Indian  Village,  (b)  He  brought  news  to  his  brothers  that  the 
"  White  Man  "  had  invaded  the  southwest,  (c)  He  prophesied 
that  the  "  White  Man  "  would  soon  reach  the  East,  (d)  This 
prophesy  came  true,  (e)  The  Indians  then  prepared  for  war  by 
their  bow  and  arrow  drill  and  dances. 

2.  Dutch  Epoch.  Hudson's  discovery  brought  the  Dutch  to 
NeAV  York,  (a)  The  Dutch  arrived  as  prophesied  and  traded 
with  the  Indians,  (b)  A  chest  of  trinkets  was  exchanged  by  the 
Dutch  for  the  furs  and  skins  of  the  Indians. 

3.  English  Epoch,  (a)  The  Duke  of  York  having  received  a 
grant  of  land  from  Charles  II,  came  to  claim  his  own.  (b)  Then 
followed  the  lowering  of  the  Dutch  fl-ag  and  the  raising  of  the 
English  flag.    Thus,  the  English  supplanted  the  Dutch,    (c)  The 


530    AiiEracAs  Scekic  akd  Historic  PRESEKVATioisr  Society 


Engiish  Sailors'  Hornpipe  was  then  danced  by  the  different 
schools. 

4.  The  Colonial  Epoch,  (a)  This  tableau  illustrated  the  cap- 
ture of  ISTathan  Hale  when  the  friction  between  England  and 
America  led  to  the  Eevolution.  (b)  The  tableau  was  followed  by 
a  dance  of  the  period,  the  Minuet. 

5.  The  Melting  Pot.  This  represented  the  era  in  which  all 
peoples,  no  matter  of  what  race  or  creed,  welded  and  formed  the 
"American."  This  tableau  was  perhaps  the  most  inspiring  of  all. 
(a)  A  huge  cauldron  was  erected  on  the  tableau  platform,  (b) 
As  the  medley  of  national  airs  was  played,  the  children  skipped  to 
the  "  Melting  Pot "  or  cauldron,  climbed  up,  and  jumped  into  it. 
(c)  Uncle  Sam  kept  stirring  the  "  Pot "  with  a  large  spoon  and 
melting  or  transforming  the  different  nationalities.  As  the  girls 
garbed  in  the  costumes  of  the  different  nations  emerged  from  the 
cauldron,  they  went  down  a  slide,  no  longer  Irish,  Hungarian., 
Russian,  etc.,  but  full-fledged  Americans.    (See  plate  14.) 

6.  The  Product  of  our'  "  Melting  Pot."  This  tableau  was  very 
spectacular,  representing  an  array  of  the  different  peoples  wTio  had 
made  American  history  since  1614.  During  this  tableaii,  all  the 
children,  in  proper  march  order,  according  to  historical  sequence, 
marched  down  the  field  in  phalanx  formation  paying  homage  to  the 

Colors  "  and  singing  the  Star  Spangled  Banner  as  they  passed. 

In  Central  Parle,  Manhattan  Borough 

The  celebration  in  Central  Park,  Manhattan,  on  Saturday, 
August  29,  1914,  was  arranged  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
Bureau  of  Recreation  of  the  Department  of  Parks  for  Manhattan 
and  Richmond  Boroughs  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Hon. 
William  J.  Lee,  Supervisor  of  the  Bureau  and  Chairman  of  the 
Commission's  Local  Festival  Committee.  It  was  called  the  Fes- 
tival and  Pageant  of  Manhattan.  Mr.  Lee  was  Director  of  the 
Pageant  and  Miss  Mary  E.  McKenna  assistant.  The  floats  and 
properties  were  designed  and  built  by  Mr.  William  E.  Hamilton. 
Five  thousand  children  took  part  in  the  exercises  and  about  30,000 
spectators  witnessed  them.  The  pageant,  which  was  the  most 
elaborate  an  dartistic  ever  given,  by  the  playgrounds  of  the  City, 
was  produced  on  the  Sheep  Meadow  playground  on  the  west  side 
of  the  park  near  66th  Street  and  on  the  lake  on  the  east  side  near  j 
72nd  Street.    (See  plates  12  and  13.) 
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The  pageant  was  preceded  by  a  procession  of  5,000  children  in 
costumes  of  all  nations  which  started  from  the  Twelfth  Regiment 
Armory,  the  place  of  assembly,  at  61st  'Street  and  Columbus  Ave- 
nue, and  proceeded  by  way  of  Broadway  and  Columbus  Circle 
to  the  Park  and  thence  by  way  of  the  West  Drive,  Mall  and  East 
Drive  to  the  lake.  At  that  point  there  was  a  reproduction  of  the 
arrival  of  Adrian  Block  and  the  Dutch  navigators  and  their  recep- 
tion by  the  Indians,  after  which  the  parade  passed  down  the  Mall 
and  across  tEe  Green  or  Sheep  Meadow  to  the  scene  of  the  tableaux. 
The  order  of  procession  was  as  follows: 

First  Division 

Squad  of  Mounted  Police. 
Grand  Marshal,  William  J.  Lee. 
Standard  Bearers  and  Escorts. 
Usher's  Military  Band. 

Indian  Period:  Represented  by  the  West  59th  Street,  Hudson 
Battery,  Chelsea  and  Riverside  Park  Playgrounds  and  the 
Barrow  Street  Recreation  Pier. 

Chieftain. 
Sub-chieftain. 
Escorts. 
Medicine  Man. 
Warriors. 

Pony  drawing  wigwam  on  tent  poles. 
Squaws  with  papooses  on  their  backs. 
Indian  boys  with  bows  and  arrows. 
Indian  girls  making  bead  work. 

Dutch  Period:  Float  No.  1.  Represented  by  DeWitt  Clinton 
Park  Playground  and  West  50th  Street  Recreation  Pier. 

Windmill  drawn  by  millers. 
Peter  Stuyvesant. 
Burgomasters. 
Peter  Minuit. 

Watchman  with  lantern  and  stafF  (representing  "  Police  "). 
Town  Crier  with  Bell  (representing  "  ISTewspaper  ") . 
Dutch  boj^s  with  water  yokes  and  pails. 
Dutch  men  carrying  ox-yoke. 
Dutch  girls  with  milk  pails  and  stools. 
•  Dutch  women  with  spinning  flax,  knitting,  sewing. 
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Early  Education:  Float  ISTo.  2.  Represented  by  Jackson  Square 
and  Abingdon  Square  Park  Playgrounds. 

New  York's  First  Eed  Brick  'School  House, 

ISTcw  York's  First  Public  School  Teacher. 

Boy  with  Broom  made  of  small  branches  to  represent  the 

care  of  school  property. 
Boy  with  home-made  bat  and  ball  (representing  the  recess 
sports). 

Boys  drawing  home-made  two-wheeled  cart. 

Girl  in  cart  (showing  how  some  younger  children  were 

taken  long  distances  to  school). 
Boys  and  girls  carrying  dinnerpails,  baskets  and  flowers. 
"  Mary  "  and  her  little  lamb. 
Girls  "  skipping  "  to  school. 

Education  of  today.  Float  No.  3.  Represented  by  Seward, 
Corlears  Hook,  Five  Points,  East  17th  Street  Park  Play- 
grounds, East  24:th  Street  Eecreation  Pier,  and  Williamsburgh 
Bridge  Esplanade  Playground. 

On  float  — ■  Boys  and  girls  of  school  age,  teachers  in  Cap 
and  Gown. 

Girls  marching  in  crescent  formation  holding  ribbons 

attached  to  the  "  Torch  of  Knowledge." 
Boys  carrying  school  banners. 
Girls  carrying  floral  wreaths  on  staffs. 
Graduates  in  Cap  and  Gown  carrying  ribbons  attached  to 

Diploma. 
Girls  carrying  garlands  on  poles. 
Recreation:    Float  No.  4.    Represented  by  Tompkins  Square, 
Hamilton  Fish,  Columbus,  Battery,  Oorlears  Hook,  Cherry  and  j 
Market  Streets,  and  St.  Gabriel's  Park  Playgrounds,  and  Market  I 


Street  Recreation  Pier.  ' 
Athletic  boys  and  girls  on  float  representing  different 
sports  and  games  - — •  baseball,  football,  tennis,  golf,  swim- 
ming, canoeing,  rowing,  etc. 
Banners  carried  by  boys,  each  with  name  of  a  baseball  I 
ground.  j 
Boys  in  Comedy  Boat,  which  they  tip,  dip,  and  run  in  zig- 
zag course. 

Boys  carrying  paddles  and  oars  in  boating  costume. 
Boys  in  hockey  costume. 
Girls  on  skates. 

Boys  and  girls,  tennis  players,  carrying  net  and  racquets 

in  playing  formation. 
Football  players  carrying  huge  Football. 
Girls  carrying  huge  Skipping  Rope.  ■ 
Group  of  boys  and  girls  in  sporting  costume. 
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Tribute  of  the  Nations:  Float  l^o.  5.  Represented  by  Central 
Hudson,  Battery,  DeWitt  Clinton,  Chelsea,  Clark,  Watergate, 
'Colonial,  Hamilton  Fish,  Tompkins  'Square,  St.  Nicholas,  River- 
side, Grace,  Highbridge  Park  Playgrounds,  West  129th  'Street 
and  3rd  Street  Recreation  Piers. 

Title  Banner,  "  The  Melting  Pot." 

Boys  and  girls  in  costumes  of  various  nations,  grouped  on 
float,  each  holding  the  flag  of  the  nation  they  represented. 

Miss  ISTev?  York  in  the  center  of  "  Melting  Pot." 

Boys -and  girls  in  national  costume  carrying  streamers 
attached  to  the  "  Melting  Pot." 

I  Industrial  Education:  Float  ISTo.  6.    Represented  by  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson, Carl  Schurz,  Yorkville  and  Central  Park  Playgrounds. 

On  float — "  Queen  of  the  Home." 
Boys  working  at  benches. 
Girls  working  on  frosted  cake. 

Boys  carrying  banners  of  various  branches  taught  in 

Manual  Training  classes. 
Group  of  girls  dressed  as  "  Bakers  "  carrying  Domestic 

Science  banners. 

'  Cog  Wheel:  Float  ISTo.  7.   Represented  by  Thomas  Jefferson  Park 
Playground : 

Drawn  by  boys  representing  mechanics. 

Band  Box:  Float  ISTo.  8.  Represented  by  Queensboro,  Ryan  and 
John  Jay  Park  Playgrounds: 

Drawn  by  girls  dressed  as  milliners  —  festoons  of  flowers 
attached  to  band  box  held  by  girls. 

Commerce:  Float  No.  9.  Represented  by  Mt.  Morris,  Yorkville, 
John  Jay,  St.  Gabriel's,  Central,  and  Thomas  Jefferson  Park 
Playgrounds,  and  112th  Street  Recreation  Pier. 

Shield  bearers  "  Strength  "  and  "  Reliability." 

Symbolic  figures  "  Progress  "  and  "  Science." 

Boys  carrying  banners  and  insignia  of  trade  and  industry. 

Girls  carrying  flowers. 

Born  of  Plenty:   Float  No.  10. 

Dravm  by  girls  with  sheaves  of  wheat,  oats,  and  baskets  of 
com  —  representing  agriculture. 

Grape  Arbor:    Represented  by  Central  and  Thomas  Jefferson 
Park  Playgrounds. 
Carried  by  girls. 

Twentieth  Century  aiitomobile  girl. 
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Second  Division 

TJslier's  Military  Band. 
Marching  Groups: 

Colonial  (Martha  and  George  Washington).  Represented 

by  Eiverside,  Grace  and  Chelsea  Park  Playgrounds. 
German.    Represented  by  Clark  and  Highbridge  Park  Play- 
grounds. 

Irish.    Represented  by  'St.  Nicholas  and  Watergate  Park 
Playgrounds. 

Italian.    Represented  by  St.  ISTicholas  Park  Playgrounds  and 

West  129th  Street  Recreajtion  Pier. 
Scotch.    Represented  by  Carmensville  and  iColonial  Park 

Playgrounds. 

Hebrew.    Represented  by  Hamilton  Fish  Park  Playground 

and  East  3rd  Street  Recreation  Pier. 
Hungarian.    Represented  by  Tompkins  Square,  Five  Points 

and  St.  Gabriel's  Park  Playgrounds. 

Third  Division 

Boys  iScouts  —  Baseball  Players  —  Clowns.  Represented  by 
Bennett  Field,  Riverside  Oval,  Jasper  Oval,  'Carmensville, 
Reservoir  and  Hamilton  Fish  Playgrounds. 

The  procession,  having  reached  the  Sheep  Meadow,  proceeded 
in  review  before  the  Grand  'Stand,  turning  and  forming  a  huge 
crescent.  The  crescent  having  formed,  the  'Standard  Bearer  pro- 
ceeded to  center  of  Green  and  figures  of  Uncle  Sam,  Miss  Colum- 
bia, Liberty,  Justice,  Opportunity  and  Plenty,  led  by  Peace, 
marched  in  review.  At  this  point  all  pledged  allegiance  to  the 
Flag  and  sang  the  first  stanza  of  "  My  Country,  'Tis  of  Theei." 
The  banners,  fiags,  etc.,  having  been  placed  at  the  rear  of  the 
crescent,  the  dances  proceeded  in  the  following  order: 

Indian.   "  The  Scalp  Dance." 
Dutch.    "  Wooden  Shoes." 
Colonial.  "Minuet." 
German.    "  German  Hopping  Dance." 
Irish.    "  Country  Dance." 
Italian.    "  Siciliano." 
iScotch.    "  Highland  Fling." 
Hebrew.    "  Komarinskaia." 
Hungarian.    "  Czeboga." 

Industrial  Education.    "  Dance  of  the  Bakers." 

"  Dance  of  the  Milliners." 
Commerce.    "  The  Spirit  of  Commerce." 
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Tribute  of  the  ISTations : 

As  a  closing  feature  The  People  of  ALL  ISTations  "  joined  in 
the  general  dance  to  the  tune  of  "  Yankee  Doodle."  The  banners 
on  the  floats  or  leaning  against  them  were  raised  as  high  as  possible 
in  the  air.  Father  Knickerbocker  and  Miss  Columbia  joined  Miss 
New  York  in  the  "  Melting  Pot "  with  Opportunity,  Liberty, 
Justice,  Plenty  and  Peace  on  the  steps  in  front  of  it.  The  groups 
on  the  floats  stood  and  raised  the  flags  and  banners,  while  everyone 
joined  in  the  "  Star  Spangled  Banner."  During  the  last  few 
lines,  "And  long  may  it  wave  "  every  flag,  banner,  hat,  handker- 
chief and  spear  was  waved  in  the  sunlight  until  the  end  of  the  song. 

Through  the  generosity  of  the  business  houses,  200-  automobile 
trucks  were  loaned  for  the  transportation  of  the  children  from  55 
centers  of  Manhattan  to  the  park  and  return,  and  through  similar 
liberality  the  children  were  feasted.  At  the  expense  of  the  Com- 
mission the  happiness  of  the  children  was  further  increased  by  the 
presentation  of  toys  and  souvenirs. 

Among  those  who  witnessed  and  highly  complimented  the  page- 
ant were  Mayor  Mitchel  and  Hon.  Cabot  Ward,  President  of  the 
Park  Commission. 

At  Dongan  Hills  Fair  Grounds^  Richmond  Borough 

The  fifth  celebration  was  given  at  Dongan  Hills  Fair  Grounds, 
Staten  Island,  on  September  2,  in  co-operation  with  the  Local  Fes- 
tivals Committee,  the  Bureau  of  Recreation  of  the  Department 
of  Parks  and  the  Richmond  County  Fair  Oflicials.  The  children 
were  conveyed  on  floats  and  busses  from  St.  Peter's  Playground, 
I^ew  Brighton,  Staten  Island,  to  the  Fair  Grounds  and  gave  a  fine 
entertainment  depicting  the  history  of  Staten  Island.  The 
children  had  a  very  enjoyable  day.  Thousands  turned  out  to  see 
the  aff.air,  and  the  children  dressed  in  the  costumes  of  all  nations 
were  cheered  along  the  line. 

Hallowe'en  Festival  at  Harlem,  Manhattan  Borough 

The  sixth  local  festival  was  given  at  Mount  Morris  Park, 
Harlem,  on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  October  31,  1914,  and  was 
styled  a  Hallowe'en  Festival  and  Pageant  of  Harlem.    It  was  held 
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on  the  afternoon  preceding  the  Commission's  general  Historical 
Pageant  which  took  place  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  The 
Harlem  pageant  was  given  under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  Local 
Festivals  Committee,  the  Harlem  Board  of  Commerce  and  the 
Bureau  of  Recreation  of  the  Department  of  Parks.  It  depicted 
the  history  of  Harlem  for  three  hundred  years.  Five  thousand 
children  took  part  and  30,000  people  witnessed  the  procession, 
pageant  and  games.  The  date,  Hallowe'en,  proved  very  fruitful 
for  the  children  as  tons  of  apples  and  nuts  were  contributed  to  the 
feast  for  the  children. 

The  procession  marched  from  Public  School  'No.  103  at  119th 
Street  and  Madison  Avenue  west  to  Fifth  Avenue,  thence  south  to 
116th  'Street,  west  to  Lenox  Avenue,  north  on  Lenox  Avenue  to 
124th  Street  and  east  on  124th  Street  to  Mt.  Morris  Park  West, 
where  the  festivals  and  dances  were  held  on  the  Mt.  Morris  Park 
Green.    The  order  of  procession  was  ^as  follows : 

First  Division 

Squad  of  Mounted  Police. 
Grand  Marshal,  William  J,  Lee. 
Standard  Bearer  and  Escorts. 
Usher's  Military  Band. 

Indian  Period,  1614;  iChieftain,  sub-chieftain,  escorts,  medicine 

man,  warriors,  pony  drawing  wigwam  on  tent-poles,  etc. 
Arrival  of  Dutch  navigators  commanded  by  Adriaen  Block. 

Represented  by  Hudson  and  'Chelsea  Playgrounds. 
Dutch  Period,  1626:    Arrival  of  Peter  Minuit  on  Manhattan 
Island,  Purchase  of  Island  by  Dutch  from  Indians.  Repre- 
sented by  DeWitt  Clinton  Park  Playground. 
Float  No.  1,  Windmill  drawn  by  millers. 
Peter  Stuyvesant. 
Watchman  with  lantern  and  staff. 

Town   Crier,   Cow-herder,   Fire  Warden,   Inspector  of 
Fences. 

Dutch  girls  with  milk  pails  and  stools  —  spinning  flax, 
knitting  and  sewing. 
Early  Harlem  Settlers,  1636:    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  DeForrest 
and  Brother  Isaac  DeForrest.    Represented  by  DeWitt  Clinton 
Park  Playground. 
Early  Education,  1684:    Represented  by  Mt.  Morris  Park  Play- 
ground. 

Float  No.  2.    Harlem's  First  blockhouse. 
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The  Spirit  of  '76,  1776:    Eepresented  by  'Chelsea  Park  Play- 
ground. 

Washington  Passing  through  Harlem,  1789 :    General  and  Mrs. 

Washington.    Represented  by  Mount  Morris  Park  Playground. 
A  Day's  Trip  from  New  York  to  Harlem  by  Coach,  1794  :  Repre- 
sented by  Queensborough  Park  Playground. 
Installation  of  Harlem's  Horse-cars,  1837,  later  succeeded  by  cable 

and  electric  lines. 
Installation  of  Gas  in  Harlem,  1857. 
Development,  1900-1914: 

Education  of  Today.  Float  ISTo.  3.  Represented  by  Sew- 
ard Park  and  Mt.  Morris  Park  Playgrounds. 
Recreation.  Float  'No.  4.  Represented  by  Tom^^kins 
Square,  Hamilton  Fish,  Columbus,  Cherry  and  Market, 
Corlears  Hook  and  St.  Gabriel's  Park  Playgrounds. 
Industrial  Education.  Float  No.  5.  Represented  by 
Yorkville,  Carl  Schurz  and  Thomas  Jefferson  Park 
Playgrounds. 

Cog  Wheel.  Float  No.  6.  Represented  by  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson Park  PlaygTound. 

Band  Box.  Float  No.  7.  Represented  by  Queensboro  and 
J ohn  Jay  Park  Playgrounds. 

Commerce.  Float  No.  8.  Represented  by  Mt.  Morris, 
Yorkville,  John  Jay  and  Thomas  Jefferson  Park  Play- 
grounds. 

Tribute  to  The  Nations  (Melting  Pot).  Float  No.  9. 
Represented  by  all  of  the  Park  Playgrounds.  (  See  plate 
14.) 

Horn  of  Plenty.  Float  No.  10.  Represented  by  Thomas 
Jefferson  Park  Playground. 

Second  Division 

(Marching  Groups) 

Colonial  Dames   and  Youths.    Represented  by   Chelsea  Park 
Playground. 

German.    Represented  by  Carl  Schurz  Park  Playground. 
Irish.    Represented  by  East  17th  Street  Park  Playground. 
Italian.    Represented  by  Thomas  J efferson  Park  Playground. 
Scotch.    Represented  by  Carmensville  and  Colonial  Park  Play- 
grounds. 

Hebrew.    Represented  by  Hamilton  Fish  Park  Playground. 
Hungarian.    Represented  by  Tompkins  Square  Park  Playground. 
Boy  Scouts,  Baseball  and  Football  Players  (Football  Rush)  and 

Clowns.    Represented  by  .Jasper  Oval,  Carmensville  and  South 

Meadow,  Central  Park  Playgrounds. 
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The  procession  having  reached  the  Green,  it  passed  in  review 
before  the  grand  stand,  encircled  the  field  and  took  position  facing 
the  field.  The  standard  bearer  proceeded  to  the  center  of  the  field, 
and  then  Uncle  Sam,  Miss  Columbia,  Liberty,  Justice,  Oppor- 
tunity and  Plenty,  led  by  Peace,  marched  in  revievsr.  At  this 
point  all  pledged  allegiance  to  the  flag  and  sang  "America."  Then 
followed  dances  and  games  in  this  order: 

Indian  "  Scalp  Dance,"  by  children  from  Hudson  and  Chelsea 
Park  Playgrounds. 

Dutch  "  Wooden  Shoes,"  DeWitt  Clinton  Park  Playground. 

Colonial  "  Minuet,"  Chelsea  Park  Playground. 

German  "  Rhinelander,"  Carl  Schurz  Park  PlaygTound 

Irish  "  Top  of  the  Cork  Road,"  East  lYth  Street  Playground. 

Italian  "  Siciliano,"  Thomas  Jefferson  Park  Playground. 

Scotch  "  Highland  Fling,"  Carmensville  and  Colonial  Park  Play- 
grounds. 

Hebrew  "  Court  Dance,"  Hamilton  Fish  Park  Playground. 
Hungarian  "  Czeboga,"  Tompkins  Square  Park  Playground. 
Commercial  "  Sailor's  Hornpipe,"  Mount  Morris  Park  Play- 
ground. 

Then  there  were  Hallowe'en  games  by  children  from  Five  Points 
and  Corlear's  Hook,  refreshments,  and  a  general  frolic. 

The  success  of  the  Harlem  pageant  was  especially  due  to  the 
Harlem  Board  of  Commerce  whose  members  contributed  their 
time,  energy  and  substance  not  only  toward  this  particular  event 
but  also  toward  making  the  whole  week  a  Carnival  Week  in  that 
part  of  the  City.  The  Chairman  of  the  Harlem  Carnival  General 
Committee  was  Mr.  Francis  Wright  Clinton,  and  the  Chairmen 
of  the  sub-committees  were  Messrs.  Adelbert  S.  ISTichols,  Edward 
W.  Forrest,  Charles  H.  Fuller,  Nathan  Lemlein,  Louis  'S.  Weber, 
Charles  H.  Potter,  Robert  Levers,  Samuel  Wallach,  Edward  F. 
Callan,  William  J.  Lee,  William  J.  Meara,  Joseph  Dorf,  George 
V.  W.  Pelz,  T.  P.  Ward,  Robert  J.  Setchanove,  P.  L.  'Campbell 
and  Dr.  J.  Gardner  Smith. 

At  the  close  of  the  Carnival  the  Harlem  Carnival  Committee 
presented  a  diamond  pin  to  Mr.  William  J.  Lee,  Chairman  of  the 
Commission's  Local  Festivals  Committee,  as  a  token  of  apprecia- 
tion of  his  work  with  the  children. 
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VI 

EELIGIOUS  SERVICES 

The  idea  of  liolding  in  connection  with  the  Tercentenary  cele- 
bration a  notable  religious  service  as  well  as  services  in  places 
of  worship  generally  was  suggested  by  General  Carroll  when  the 
original  report  of  the  Plaii  and  Scope  'Committee  was  made  but 
did  not  prove  feasible  at  the  beginning  of  the  series  of  observances 
in  March.  The  Religious  Services  Committee,  however,  carried 
out  the  idea  in  a  very  effective  manner  on  Sunday,  October  25, 
1914,  by  a  great  pan-denominational  meeting  held  in  the  Hippo- 
drome, which  served  as  a  fitting  introduction  to  the  culminating 
features  of  the  celebration.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  was 
Hon.  John  D.  Crimmins  and  the  Vice-'Chairman  was  Christian 
F.  Reisner,  D.D.,  pastor  of  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  Commission's  committee  had  the  valuable  co-operation  of  a 
committee  of  clergymen  representing  the  Protestant,  Roman 
Catholic  and  Jewish  churches,  consisting  of  David  James  Burrell, 
D.D.,  Chairman;  Frank  Oliver  Hall,  D.D.,  Secretary;  Charles  A. 
Eaton,  D.D.,  Father  E.  G.  Fitzgerald,  O.P.,  John  Haynes 
Holmes,  D.D.,  A.  Edwin  Keigwin,  D.D.,  John  P.  Peters,  D.D., 
Christian  F.  Reisner,  D.D.,  Junius  B.  Remensnyder,  D.D.,  and 
Rabbi  Joseph  Silverman,  D.D. 

The  key-note  of  the  arrangements  of  this  committee  was  "  God 
in  History."  This  was  the  theme  of  the  Hippodrome  meeting  and 
of  the  special  service  elsewhere.  In  this  connection,  the  com- 
mittee issued  a  12-page  historical  pamphlet  written  by  Messrs. 
Willard  and  Gene  Price  entitled  "  God  in  XeAv  York's  History." 

The  meeting  at  the  Hippodrome  began  at  3  p.  m.  An  immense 
crowd  was  present,  and  it  is  believed  to  have  been  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  City  when  all  denominations  united  in  a  com- 
■mon  religious  service.  Dr.  Burrell  presided.  The  order  of  serv- 
ice was  as  follows: 

Music  by  the  Police  Band  of  70  musicians  from  2.30  to  3.00  p.  m. 
Invocation,  by  Dr.  Dickie,  formerly  pastor  of  the  American 

Church  at  Berlin. 
Chorus,  by  1,200  singers  under  the  leadership  of  Tali  Esen 

Morgan. 
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Hymn,  "America." 

Scripture  Reading,  by  Rabbi  H.  Pereira  Mendes,  D.D.,  Minister 
of  ttie  Spanish  and  Portuguese  Congregation  Shearitli  Israel. 

Prayer,  by  Rev.  Luther  B.  Wilson,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  M.D.,  Bishop 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  'Church. 

Chorus. 

Address,  by  Rev.  S.  Parks  Cadman,  D.D.,  pastor  of  the  Central 

Congregational  Church  of  Brooklyn. 
Hymn,  "  The  Guiding  Hand." 

Greetings,  in  behalf  of  Governor  Martin  H.  Glynn,  by  Hon 

George  McAneny,  President  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Address,  by  Mayor  John  Purroy  Mitchel. 
Hymn,  "  God  of  Our  Fathers." 

Benediction,  by  the  Right  Rev.  Charles  Burch,  D.D.,  Suffragan 
Bishop  of  'New  York. 

Mayor  Mitchel  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Reverend  Gentlemen,  and  Ladies  and  Gen- 
tlemen :  Fitting  it  is  that  the  Union  Religious  Service  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Tercentenary  Celebration  of  our  City's  commercial 
birth  should  inaugurate  the  exercises  of  the  week.  The  union  of 
religious  forces  signifies  many  things  which  are  of  deepest  import 
to  the  future  welfare  of  the  City  and  of  the  ISTation  alike.  For  one 
thing  the  gathering  of  all  of  the  religious  elements  and  factors  of 
the  population  of  our  City  is  a  reminder  of  the  contribution  during 
the  past  three  centuries  of  religious  idealism  to  the  life  of  our 
City  and  an  augury  that  this  idealism  will  remain  in  the  future 
even  more  fully  the  ethical  basis  of  our  civilization.  In  this  great 
City  of  ours  devoted  to  peace  and  progress  under  civilization, 
now  at  this  world  crisis,  when  the  mediaeval  spirit  of  barbarism 
is  abroad  among  the  nations  of  Europe  and  the  greatest  demands 
are  being  made  upon  our  own  ethical  resources,  it  is  fitting  that 
the  churches  of  the  City  should  come  together  on  this  three  hun- 
dredth anniversary  of  the  beginning  of  our  commercial  greatness 
to  emphasize  the  fact  that  progress  and  civilization  both  rest  upon 
an  ethical  foundation,  and  to  endure  must  be  inspired  by  an  ideal- 
ism. At  the  basis  of  ethical  civilization  stands  religion.  It  is 
proper  then  that  the  churches  should  come  together  as  a  part  of- 
this  tercentenary  celebration  to  remind  us  that  however  great  our 
commerce,  however  expansive  our  trade,  however  splendid  our 
prosperity,  however  mighty  our  physical  resources,  the  civilization 
which  we  boast,  to  endure  and  to  achieve  its  end,  the  happiness 
and  well-being  of  all.  must  rest  upon  ethical  foundations  and  a 
moral  purpose.  Trade  and  commerce  are  necessary  to  community 
life,  but  they  are  not  the  object  of  life  or  the  measure  of  progress. 
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The  object  of  trade  and  of  commerce  is  to  develop  the  physical 
resources  of  mankind;  the  object  of  government  is  to  develop  also 
to  the  highest  degree  the  human  resources  of  mankind ;  and  if  it 
would  answer  to  the  full  measure  of  its  responsibility  it  must 
strive  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  spiritual  and  religious  ideals  of 
mankind.  This  go\-ernment  recognizes  and  strives  to  exemplify  in 
its  aims  and  operations  that  civilization  has  an  ethical  object. 
Behind  the  work  of  health  preservation  in  'New  York  lies  not 
merely  the  desire  to  secure  the  greatest  measure  of  comfort  and 
convenience,  but  the  impulse  to  maintain  human  life  which  has 
been  given  by  the  Creator  to  do  the  work  of  the  world.  Behind 
the  charitable  work  of  this  government  lies  not  merely  the  impulse 
of  kindliness  or  the  desire  to  secure  to  the  more  fortunate  that 
sense  of  mental  rest  and  spiritual  satisfaction  that  springs  from 
generosity  and  the  knowledge  of  relief  afforded  to  the  destitute 
and  suffering,  but  the  deep  ethical  purpose  of  rehabilitation  to  a 
plane  and  to  a  self-respect  that  will  enable  the  individual  to  work 
out  his  o-^vn  highest  destiny.  Behind  the  work  of  correction  lies 
not  merely  the  purpose  to  punish  and  to  deter,  but  the  ideal  of 
moral  regeneration  and  a  restoration  to  usefulness  and  to  self- 
respect.  Behind  public  education  lies  not  merely  the  purpose  to 
prepare  for  the  physical  and  economic  struggle  of  life,  but  the 
ethical  ideal  of  capitalizing  to  the  fullest  extent  the  possibilities 
of  the  human  individual. 

This  meeting,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  of  the  representatives  of 
virtually  all  of  the  religious  forces  of  the  community  means  that 
the  churches  are  coming  to  feel  more  deeply  than  ever  that  they 
have  a  part  and  a  great  part  to  play  in  the  upbuilding  of  these 
things,  which  in  the  deepest  sense  constitute  the  City's  life.  This 
City  of  ISTew  York  is  not  a  matter  of  geographical  name  or  desig- 
nation. This  City  of  ISTew  York  is  not  a  matter  of  trade  and  com- 
merce, of  imports  and  exports.  This  City  of  ISTew  York  is  not  a 
matter  of  population,  howsoever  many  be  the  millions  dwelling 
within  its  borders.  This  City  is  the  collective  life  of  a  great  mass 
of  men  and  women  working  out  their  individual  destinies  under 
the  flag  of  freedom  and  of  justice,  and  together  bent  upon  serving 
the  highest  interests  of  all.  It  is  right  then  that  the  churches 
should  hold  up  a  high  ideal  before  the  citizenship  of  ISTew  York  and 
before  the  men  by  it  chosen  to  administer  its  atfairs.  It  is  right 
that  the  churches  should  be  unsparing  of  criticism  whenever  there 
be  evil  in  the  life  of  the  City.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
churches  ought  to  be  generous  in  upholding  the  hands  of  those 
entrusted  with  government  whenever  they  are  faithful  to  their  trust 
and  dedicated  to  the  furtherance  of  the  City's  truest  interest.  It 
has  seemed  to  me  that  this  City  of  ours,  the  cosmos  of  l^ew  York, 
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is  possible  upon  certain  terms  which  are  illustrated  in  part  by  the 
meeting  of  this  hour.  For  one  thing:  'New  York,  this  peaceable 
blending  of  a  great  number  of  heterogeneous  elements,  is  made  pos- 
sible upon  the  basis  of  adherence  to  the  American  and  democratic 
ideal  of  self-government.  The  citizens  of  New  York  rule  them- 
selves. ISTo  element  or  group  of  the  population  controls  any  other. 
New  York  is  a  self-governing  City,  wherein  all  men  are  equal 
before  the  law,  just  to  all  and  partial  to  none.  In  the  next  place: 
The  life  of  our  great  City  is  made  possible  upon  a  basis  of  mutual 
respect  between  all  the  divers  elements  and  factors  of  our  popu- 
lation. No  church  here  represented  to-day  waives  its  own  integ- 
rity or  individuality  because  it  has  part  in  a  Union  service.  In 
the  same  way,  no  element  of  the  foreign  population  is  asked  to 
surrender  that  of  its  racial  or  national  or  religious  integrity  which 
is  compatible  with  American  citizenship  and  the  collective  interests 
of  the  'City.  Self-surrender  is  asked  of  no  race  or  nation  or  faith, 
but  every  nation  and  race  and  faith  represented  in  the  life  of  New 
York  is  asked  to  render  a  maximum  of  service  to  our  common 
City.  The  life  of  our  City  is  based  upon  a  common  devotion  on 
the  part  of  all  of  us  to  the  ideals  of  the  City.  What  New  York 
will  be  on  the  morrow  will  be  determined  by  our  ideal  of  service 
to  the  City  to-day,  and  the  measure  of  our  dedication  to  the  reali- 
zation of  that  ideal.  I  hold  it  to  be  a  high  augury  of  the  Greater 
IsTew  York  of  the  centuries  that  are  to  come  that  at  the  comple- 
tion of  the  first  three  hundred  years  of  the  City's  life  the  historic, 
religious  bodies  of  our  City  are  assembled  and  by  the  token  of  this 
meeting  dedicate  themselves  and  their  peoples  anew  to  the  service 
of  New  York. 

A  collection  for  war  relief  amounting  to  $796.30  was  taken  up 
and  transmitted  to  the  American  National  Red  Cross,  ISTew  York 
State  Chapter,  of  which  Mr.  J acob  H.  Schiff  is  Treasurer. 

Recognition  of  the  blessings  of  three  centuries  of  progress  was 
also  made  in  the  places  of  worship  of  the  different  denominations 
on  Saturday,  October  24,  and  Sunday,  October  25,  according  to 
their  own  forms. 
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VII 

MUSIC  FESTIVALS 

On  Monday,  October  26,  1914,  anotlier  series  of  events  was 
inaugurated,  designed,  like  the  Local  Eestivals,  to  carry  tlie  cele- 
bration to  the  people  in  tbe  different  parts  of  the  great  City. 
These  were  the  eleven  Music  Festivals  given  by  the  Commission 
under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Henry  T.  Fleck,  Professor  of  Music 
at  Hunter  College  of  the  City  of  ISTew  York,  and  Chairman  of 
the  Music  Festivals  Committee  of  the  Commission,  with  the  co- 
operation of  the  Board  of  Education.  They  were  held  at  the 
foUovsdng  places: 

Monday,  October  26,  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Amsterdam 

Avenue  and  189th  Street,  Manhattan  Borough, 
Tuesday,  October  27,  Washington  Irving  High  School  (Municipal 

Theatre),  16th  'Street  and  Irving  Place,  Manhattan  Borough. 
Thursday,  October  29,  Erasmus  Hall  High  School,  Flatbush  and 

Church  Avenues,  Brooklyn  Borough. 
Friday,  October  30,  Commercial  High  School,  Albany  Avenue  and 

Dean  Street,  Brooklyn  Borough. 
Sunday,  November  1,  East  'Side  Forum,  Public  School  No.  62, 

Hester,  Essex  and  Norfolk  Streets,  Manhattan  Borough. 
Monday,  November  2,  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Manhat-  . 

tan  Borough. 

Tuesday,  November  3,  Manual  Training  High  School,  7th  Avenue 
and  5th  Street,  Brooklyn  Borough. 

Wednesday,  November  4,  Eastern  District  High  School,  Marcy 
Avenue  and  Keap  Street,  Brooklyn  Borough. 

Thursday,  November  5,  People's  Institute,  Public  School  No.  17, 
West  47th  Street  near  8th  Avenue,  Manhattan  Borough. 

Friday,  November  6,  Morris  High  School,  166th  'Street  and  Boston 
Road,  Bronx  Borough. 

Saturday,  November  7,  Washington  Irving  High  School  (Muni- 
cipal Theatre),  16th  Street  and  Irving  Place,  Manhattan 
Borough. 

Although  these  festivals  can  be  described  briefly,  they  ranked 
in  importance  and  excellence  with  any  other  part  of  the  celebra- 
tion. They  took  place  in  the  evening  in  the  splendid  auditoriums 
of  the  places  mentioned,  to  which  admission  was  free,  and  were 
thronged  to  overflowing.    It  is  estimated  that  from  28,000  to 
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30,000  attended  the  eleven  festivals,  not  counting  about  15,000 
who  were  turned  away,  unable  to  gain  admission.  The  only  place 
at  which  it  was  not  necessary  to  close  the  doors  to  exclude  those 
who  could  not  be  accommodated  was  at  Public  ■School  JSTo.  17.  At 
the  first  festival,  in  the  Great  Hall  of  the  College  of  the  City  of 
ISTew  York,  not  only  were  the  seats  filled,  but  people  also  sat  on  the 
steps  to  the  platform,  and  two  men  and  two  women  even  sat  on  the 
floor  of  the  platform  under  the  piano.  The  latter  four  were 
invited  to  change  their  location.  At  the  same  concert,  as  many 
people  were  turned  away  as  gained  admission.  One  of  the  dis- 
appointed crowd  outside  of  the  City  College  on  the  first  night  was 
Mr.  Lionel  Mapleson,  librarian  of  the  Metropolitan  Opera  House, 
who  afterward  said  that  while  he  regretted  that  he  could  not  get 
into  the  Great  Hall,  he  was  compensated  in  large  meagure  by  the 
wonderful  experience  which  he  had  outside.  It  was  a  beautiful 
moonlight  night ;  and  he  said  that  as  he  stood  outside  of  that  great 
pile  of  stone  buildings,  themselves  beautiful  works  of  architecture, 
with  the  moon  shining  between  its  towers,  the  interior  light  filter- 
ing out  through  the  windows,  and  thousands  of  people  standing 
silently  outside  listening  to  the  music  from  within,  it  seemed  to 
him  as  if  the  college  was  a  great  cathedral,  and  he  was  deeply 
impressed. 

There  was  a  change  of  program  at  each  festival,  the  music  being 
both  orchestral  and  vocal.  During  the  festivals,  the  following 
artists  appeared:  Sigiior  Andre  de  Segurola,  baritone  from  the 
Metropolitan  Opera  staff ;  Mme.  Bernice  de  Pasquali,  soprano 
from  the  Metropolitan  Opera  staff ;  Mrs.  Edith  Chapman  Goold, 
soprano ;  Miss  Inez  Barbour,  soprano ;  Miss  Rose  Bryant,  con- 
tralto; Miss  Grace  Hoffman,  soprano;  Miss  Florence  McGibney, 
soprano;  Mr.  James  Stanley,  baritone;  Mr.  Albert  von  Doenhoff, 
pianist;  Mr.  Maurice  Kaufman,  pianist.  The  opening  number  of 
the  inaugural  festival  at  the  City  College  on  October  26  was  con- 
ducted by  Prof.  Fleck,  but  on  other  occasions  Leo  Schultz  and 
Arthur  Bergh  conducted  the  music.  At  some  of  the  festivals, 
informal  addresses  appropriate  to  the  celebration  were  delivered. 

The  programs  of  the  two  festivals  in  the  Great  Hall  of  the  Col- 
lege of  the  City  of  ISTew  York  may  be  given  as  typical  of  all.  That 
of  the  festival  of  October  26  was  as  follows: 


Twentieth  Annual  Report 


545 


Yorspiel  from  "  Die  Meistersinger  "  (Wagner),  by  the  Orctiestra. 
jSTocturne  (Chopin)  and  Elfentanz  (Popper),  by  Leo  Scbultz. 
Aria  "  Leporella  "  from  "  Don  Giovani  "  (Mozart),  by  Andre  de 
'Segurola. 

L'Arsienne  (Bizet),  by  the  Orchestra. 

Aria   from   "  Mignon "    (Ambroise   Thomas),   by  Bernice  de 
Pasquali. 

Piano  Concerto  in  E  flat  (Liszt) ,  by  Albert  von  Doenhoff. 
Duet,  "  Lacidarem  "  (Mozart),  by  Mme.  de  Pasquali  and  Signer 
de  Segurola. 

Overture  to  "  Eienzi  "  (Wagner),  by  the  Orchestra, 

The  program  at  the  City  College  on  ISTovember  2  was  as  follows : 

"Ruy  Bias"  (Mendelssohn),  by  the  Orchestra. 
Aria,  by  Miss  Inez  Barbour 

Violin  Concerto  in  G  Minor  (Bruch),  by  Maurice  Kaufman. 
Aria,  by  James  Stanley. 

"  Siegfried  Idyl  "  (Wagner),  by  the  Orchestra. 

Duet,  by  Miss  Barbour  and  Mr.  Stanley. 

Waltz  from  "  Tales  of  Vienna  "  (Strauss),  by  the  Orchestra. 


IS 
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VIII 

ILLUMINATIONS 

During  the  week  beginning  on  Monday,  October  26,  1914,  the 
spirit  of  festivity  was  further  heightened  by  the  illumination  of 
certain  thoroughfares  in  the  heart  of  Manhattan  Borough  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Commission,  and  by  the  illumination  of  many 
private  buildings  by  their  owners.  The  official  illuminations  were 
arranged  by  the  Committee  on  Illuminations,  of  which  Mr,  Arthur 
Williams  was  Chairman  and  Mr.  E,  A.  Norman  was  Vice-iChair- 
man,  according  to  designs  approved  by  Mr.  Charles  R.  Lamb,  the 
artist,  who  was  'Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Decoration  and 
Design. 

For  a  distance  of  about  two  miles,  beginning  at  Columbus  Circle 
('Central  Park  West  and  59th  Street),  long  festoons  of  incan- 
descent lights  were  stretched  along  either  side  of  the  street  through 
59th  Street  to  Fifth  Avenue,  down  Fifth  Avenue  to  34th  Street, 
and  across  34th  Street  to  Broadway, —  the  streets  mentioned  form- 
ing part  of  the  route  of  the  two  great  street  parades  held  on  Octo- 
ber 28  and  October  31. 

In  a  similar  way,  festoons  of  lights  were  erected  on  both  sides 
of  Lexington  Avenue  from  42nd  Street  to  the  Grand  Central 
Palace  at  46th  iStreet,  and  thence  west  through  46th  'Street  to 
Broadway. 

These  festoons  consisted  of  loops  of  galvanized  stranded  iron 
wire  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  from  which  were  suspended 
incandescent  lamps  about  two  feet  apart.  These  were  sustained 
by  iron  poles  about  100  feet  apart,  ingeniously  made  with  heavy 
concrete  bases  so  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  make  excavations  in 
the  sidewalks  or  roadways  for  their  erection.  At  the  top  of  each 
pole  was  a  300-watt,  type  C  tungsten  lamp,  and  a  triangular  pen- 
nant displaying  the  official  colors  of  the  Commission  orange, 

white  and  blue.  The  intermediate  lamps  were  generally  the  ordi- 
nary white  lights,  occasionally  interspersed  with  lamps  showing 
the  other  two  official  colors,  orange  and  blue.  There  were 
approximately  14,000  lights  altogether.  The  illuminations  were 
erected  by  the  Tucker  Electrical  Construction  Co.,  and  the  E.  B, 
Stott  Co.,  and  the  current  was  supplied  without  charge  by  the  New 
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York  Edison  Company.  The  generosity  of  the  latter  enabled  the 
Commission,  by  means  of  the  expenditure  of  a  trifle  lessi  than 
$10,000,  to  produce  a  very  attractive  display  which  added  greatly 
to  the  success  of  the  celebration. 

The  lights  on  59th  Street,  Fifth  Avenue  and  34th  Street  were 
turned  on  every  evening  for  six  nights  beginning  October  26,  and 
those  on  Lexington  Avenue  and  46th  Street  were  illuminated  every 
night  from.  November  1  to  ISTovember  21,  during  which  latter 
period  the  Commercial  Exhibition  was  held  in  the  Grand  'General 
Palace. 

The  growing  favor  of  electrical  illuminations  as  a  mode  of 
public  celebration  was  manifest  in  the  Commercial  Tercentenary 
celebration  as  on  former  occasions.  The  first  notable  display  of 
this  kind  was  that  of  the  Hudson-Fulton  Celebration  in  1909,  and 
it  has  been  followed  by  similar  if  less  elaborate  illuminations  on 
similar  .festive  occasions  since.  Since  the  inauguration  of  the 
"  safe  and  sane  "  Fourth  of  July  celebrations  in  New  York  five 
years  ago,  electric  illuminations  have  almost  entirely  displaced 
fireworks  with  their  attendant  dangers  to  life  and  property.  The 
Tercentenary  illuminations  served  the  triple  purpose  of  attracting 
public  attention  to  the  celebration,  illuminating  the  great  evening 
parades,  and  imparting  a  spirit  of  festivity  to  the  people  generally 
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IX 

AUTOMOBILE  PAEADE 

The  next  important  event  in  the  celebration  in  chronological 
order  wsls  the  Automobile  Parade  vs^hich  was  held  on  the  evening 
of  Wednesday,  October  28,  1914. 

When  the  Commission  was  first  organized,  the  recommendations 
of  the  Plan  and  Scope  Committee  of  vphich  Gen.  Hovpard  ^Carroll 
was  Chairman,  contemplated  several  great  street  parades  of  a 
military,  civic  and  commercial  character,  but  ovs^ing  to  the  unpro- 
pitious  state  of  affairs  alluded  to  in  the  first  chapter  of  this  report, 
it  was  decided  to  have  only  two,  namely,  an  Automobile  Parade 
on  Wednesday,  October  28,  and  an  Historical  and  Commercial 
Parade  on  Saturday,  October  31.  Both  of  these  were  held  in  the 
evening,  as  the  merchants  of  the  City  had  expressed  the  opinion 
that  parades  in  the  day-time  drew  customers  away  from  their 
stores  instead  of  attracting  customers  to  them,  and  that  the  great 
parades  should  be  held  in  the  evening  so  as  not  to  interfere  with 
business.  These  two  parades  were  especially  creditable  in  view  of 
the  shortness  of  the  time  within  which  they  were  arranged  and 
the  peculiar  obstacles  with  which  the  Commission  had  to  contend. 

Prior  to  August  12,  1914,  no  effective  work  had  been  done  in 
the  way  of  organizing  these  two  features  of  the  celebration.  At 
the  Trustees'  meeting  held  on  that  day,  Mr.  Louis  Annin  Ames 
consented,  at  great  personal  sacrifice,  to  take  the  Chairmanship  of 
a  new  Committee  on  Commercial  Pageants,  to  arrange  for  the  two 
parades  before  referred  to.  His  colleagues  on  that  Committee 
were  Messrs.  Herbert  L.  Bridgman,  Francis  Wright  Clinton,  Rob- 
ert G-rier  Cooke,  Joseph  L.  Delafield,  George  H.  Duck,  Henry  T. 
Eleck,  Herbert  F.  Gunnison,  Charles  R.  Lamb,  William  J.  Lee, 
A.  E.  MacKinnon,  E.  A.  l^orman,  Elmer  Thompson  and  Edward 
W.  iStitt,  Ph.D.  Upon  this  'Committee  devolved  the  enormous 
task  of  organizing  from  the  very  beginning,  and  within  a  period  of 
eleven  weeks,  these  two  great  parades.  Their  success  under  the 
circumstances  was  remarkable  and  highly  creditable  to  tc.e  Com- 
mission and  the  City. 

The  work  was  divided  into  two  parts,  that  relating  to  the  Auto- 
mobile Parade  and  that  relating  to  the  Historical  and  Commercial 
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Parade.  Reserving  the  latter  for  a  succeeding  chapter,  we  will 
give  some  details  of  the  Automobile  Parade. 

Por  the  purpose  of  the  Automobile  Parade  an  Automobile 
Auxiliary  Committee  was  formed  with  headquarters  at  the  Auto- 
mobile iClub  of  America,  on  West  54:th  'Street,  west  of  Broadway. 
Mr.  Elmer  Thompson,  'Secretary  of  the  Automobile  Club,  was 
Chairman;  Mr.  George  H.  Duck,  President  of  the  Motor  Truck 
Club  of  Acierica,  Vice-Chairman ;  and  Mr.  Merle  L.  Downs,  for 
many  years  associated  with  large  automobile  enterprises,  Secre- 
tary. The  Automobile  Auxiliary  Committee  in  turn  organized 
fourteen  sub-committees  with  the  following  Chairmen : 

Accessories  and  Tires:    William  M.  'Sweet. 

Automobile  Importers :    Emanuel  Lascaris. 

Automobile  Manufacturers :    Alfred  Eeeves. 

Automobile  Owners  and  Clubs :    A.  G.  Batchelder. 

Automobile  Trade  Press :    Julian  C.  Chase. 

Brooklyn  Automobile  Dealers  and  Garages :    H.  L.  Carpenter. 

City,  State  and  Interstate  Participation :    William  J.  Lee. 

Daily  Press :    John  C.  Wetmore. 

Electric  Vehicles:    Harvey  Robinson. 

Hotels  and  Amusements:   H.  M.  Swetland. 

Motor  Cycles :    Powhatan  Robinson. 

New  York  Automobile  Dealers  and  Garages :  M.  J.  Budlong. 
Parade:    W.  C.  Poertner. 

Transportation,  Light  and  Power :    R.  W.  Meade. 

To  encourage  entries  in  this  parade,  the  Commission  authorized 
the  offering  of  prizes  amounting  to  $5,000. 

For  the  parades  of  October  28  and  October  31  two  official 
reviewing  stands,  each  with  a  seating  capacity  of  2,500  were 
erected.  One  was  over  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  ISTew  York 
Public  Library  on  Fifth  Avenue  between  40th  and  42nd  Streets, 
and  one  was  on  West  59th  Street  near  'Columbus  Circle.  The 
parades  were  reviewed  by  the  officials  from  the  former.  Of  the 
5,000  seats  thus  provided,  2,000'  were  given  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men for  the  Mayor,  Board  of  Estimate,  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
heads  of  City  Departments;  and  3,000  were  given  to  the  Com- 
mussion  for  the  Governor,  State  officials,  Legislature,  members  of 
the  Commission,  contributors  and  exhibitors.  The  stand  in  front 
of  the  Public  Library  was  simply  but  tastefully  decorated  with 
flags,  flowers  and  the  colors  of  the  Commission. 
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Tlie  weather  on  tte  evening  of  the  Automobile  Parade  was  fair 
but  cool.  About  7  o'clock,  Gen.  Howard  Carroll,  President  of  tbe 
Commission,  Mr.  Louis  Annin  Ames,  Grand  Marshal,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Commission  with  a  mounted  police  escort,  called  at 
the  Democratic  Club  for  Governor  Glynn  and  his  staff  and  escorted 
them  to  the  Plaza  Hotel  where  they  joined  Mayor  Mitchel  and 
another  committee  and  a  brief  reception  was  held.  Thence  the 
Governor,  Mayor  and  officials  of  the  Commission  proceeded  in 
automobiles  to  the  starting  point  of  the  parade  at  Fifth  Avenue 
and  125th  Street. 

Meanwhile,  the  procession,  numbering  about  3,000  automobiles, 
had  been  forming  in  divisions  in  streets  adjacent  to  that  point 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  had  been  gathering  along  the 
line  of  march.  It  is  estimated  that  800,000'  persons  saw  the 
procession. 

The  line  of  march  was  through  125th  Street,  Momingside  Ave- 
nue, Manhattan  Avenue,  110th  'Street,  Broadway,  59th  iStreet,  5th 
Avenue,  and  34th  Street  to  Broadway,  and  then  northward 
through  Broadway  to  Columbus  'Circle,  the  point  of  dispersal. 

Upon  arrival  at  125th  Street  and  Fifth  Avenue,  the  official 
party,  with  the  Governor  and  Mayor,  immediately  started  at  the 
head  of  the  procession  and  went  over  the  line  of  march  as  far  as 
the  reviewing  stand  in  front  of  the  Public  Library  on  Fifth  Ave- 
nue between  40th  and  42nd  Streets. 

On  account  of  the  great  speed  of  the  official  automobiles,  they 
and  the  motor-cycle  policemen  reached  the  reviewing  stand  some- 
what in  advance  of  the  main  part  of  the  procession.  The  latter 
reached  the  stand  at  9.30  p.  m.,  and  continued  passing  in  review 
until  midnight. 

The  procession  was  headed  by  and  interspersed  with  bands  of 
music.  After  the  leading  band  came  the  Standard  float,  bearing 
the  flags  of  the  United  States,  the  State,  the  City  and  the 
Commission. 

The  cars  of  Grand  Marshal  Louis  Annin  Ames  and  Marshal 
William  C.  Poertner  were  next  in  line,  followed  by  members  of 
the  Pageant  Committee.  Then  came  Governor  Glynn,  escorted 
by  Gen.  Howard  Carroll,  Judge  Alton  B.  Parker,  Dr.  George  F. 
Kunz  and  Mr.  Henry  B.  Anderson.    Mayor  Mitchel  was  escorted 
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bj  Mr.  iColgate  Hoyt,  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Fairchild  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Commission. 

The  escorting  organizations  then  followed:  The  Automobile 
Club  of  America,  the  Long  Island  Automobile  Club,  The  ISTew 
York  Automobile  Dealers'  Association,  and  the  Brooklyn  Auto- 
mobile Dealers'  Association. 

The  Motorcycle  Division  was  next  in  line,  headed  by  Assistant 
Marshal  J.  .A.  Hall.  This  division  was  followed  by  floats  repre- 
senting "  The  Indians  of  1614  and  1914,"  escorted  by  Indian 
Motorcycle  riders.  Another  float  was  escorted  by  Harley-David- 
son  riders.  Then  came  one,  "  From  the  Hobby-Horse  of  1846  to 
the  Pope  Motorcycle  of  1914,"  escorted  by  Pope  Motorcycle  riders. 
The  remainder  of  this  division  was  made  up  of  Excelsior,  Yale, 
Emblem,  and  Thor  Motorcycle  riders. 

At  the  head  of  the  Automobile  Division,  which  came  next,  rode 
Assistant  Marshal  iSamuel  'S.  Toback.  'Several  early  models  of 
automobiles  were  then  seen  —  an  1899  Panhard,  a  1902  Olds- 
mobile,  and  a  1902  Pierce-x\rrow. 

In  the  Grotesque  Division,  special  mention  should  be  accorded 
John  Dough,"  entered  by  the  Eleischmann  Company,  "  The 
Michelin  Tire  Twins,"  and  the  "  Christmas  Ship  "  and  "  Locomo- 
tive "  of  the  Oldsmobile  Company;  there  were  entries  also  by  Miss 
M.  L.  Cooper,  J.  B.  Greenhut  &  Company,  F.  Schumacher,  and 
Douglas  Fairbanks. 

Marshal'^  Aide  William  Parkinson  headed  the  Division  of 
Decorated  'Cars,  in  which  there  were  entries  by  F.  Braguglia, 
Columbus  Circle  League,  Franklin  &  Walsh,  J.  P.  Grady,  Mis3 
Josephine  Guntzer,  Johnson  Shock  Absorber  Co.,  Frank  Knepfer, 
Dr.  S.  A.  Knopf,  1.  Messier,  M.  Worth  Collwell,  0.  C.  Orlitz  & 
Co.,  S.  B.  Bowman  Auto  Co.,  Buick  Motor  Co.,  Harry  S.  Houpt 
Co.,  Oldsmobile  'Co.,  of  ISTew  York,  Poertner  Motor  Car  Co.,  Reo 
Motor  Car  Co.,  Charles  E.  Riess  &  Co.,  William  Schling,  John 
W.  Cleary,  Allen  Auto  Specialty  Co.,  King  Motor  Car  Co. 

Horace  A.  Bonnell  and  Charles  A.  Stewart  were  Marshal's 
Aides  in  charge  of  the  Division  of  Automobile  Clubs. 

Then  came  the  Dealers'  Fleets,  each  headed  by  a  float,  as 
follows : 
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Arlitz  &  Co.,  Metz  Cars. 

Benz  Automobile  Co.,  Benz  and  Kissel  Cars. 

jS.  B.  Bowman  Auto  Co.,  Oaklands. 

Briscoe  Sales  Co.,  Briscoes. 

Buick  Motor  Car  Co.,  Buicks. 

Chevrolet  Motor  Co.,  Chevrolets. 

Colt-Stratton  Co.,  Coles. 

Delamater  Byrnes  Auto  Co.,  Krits. 

Diamond  Warren  Motor  Co.,  Herff  Brooks. 

Harry  -S.  Houpt,  Inc.,  Miteliells. 

Maxwell  Motor  Sales  Corp.,  Maxwells. 

Oldsmobile  Co.,  of  'New  York,  Oldsmobiles. 

Reo  Motor  Car  'Co.,  Reos. 

Charles  E.  Riess  &  Co.,  Hupmobiles. 

Brady-Murray  Motor  Corp.,  Chandlers. 

The  Division  of  Electric  Pleasure  Cars  was  especially  attract- 
ive; it  included  the  Bakers,  entered  by  the  Baker  Electric  Vehicle 
Company;  the  Detroits,  entered  by  the  Anderson  Electric  Car 
Company ;  and  the  Ranch  &  Langs,  entered  by  the  Ranch  &  Lang 
Carriage  Company. 

■George  H.  Robertson  was  Assistant  Marshal  in  command  of  the 
Municipal  Division,  which  included  entries  from  the  Fire,  Police, 
and  Correction  Departments  of  New  York  City. 

Then  followed  the  Decorated  Commercial  Cars,  with  Mr.  Henry 
De  Bear  as  Marshal's  Aide.  'Cars  were  entered  by:  Edward 
Callan,  Central  Brewing  Co.,  Piel  Brothers  Brewery  Co.,  Royal 
Eastern  Electrical  Supply  'Co.,  J.  R.  Senor,  Weber-McLoughlin 
Co.,  Charles  F.  Duffy,  Terminal  Express  Co.,  Waldorf-Astoria 
Cigar  Co.,  Mercury  Rubber  Co.,  Deerfoot  Farm  Co.,  Firestone 
Tire  and  Rubber  'Co.,  F.  Fleischman,  S.  Karpen  &  Bros.,  Fred 
[N'eimer,  Inc.,  Strauss  fe  Co.,  Inc.,  C.  H.  Minner,  David  Bernstein, 
W.  L.  Carey,  I.  Pringle,  Malandre  Bros. 

Colonel  J.  C.  Pardee  was  the  Marshal  of  the  Division  of  Com- 
mercial Fleets  entered  by  owners.  B.  T.  Babbitt,  Edward  Callan, 
Columbia  Storage  &  Warehouse  Co.,  New  York  Edison  Co., 
Hecker- Jones- Jewell  Milling  Co.,  Loose-Wiles  Biscuit  Co.,  Piel 
Brothers  Brewery  Co.,  'Stewart  Automobile  Academy,  Weber- 
McLoughlin  Co.,  Brooklyn  Eagle,  New  York  Herald,  Peter 
Doelger,  Sulzberger  &  'Sons  'Co.,  were  some  of  those  who  had 
entries. 
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Mr.  Arthur  D.  Cumner  was  Marshal's  Aide  for  Commercial 
Fleets  entered  by  dealers,  which  included  the  Autocar  Sales  Co., 
Oeneral  Motor  Truck  Co.,  Knox  Automobile  Co.,  Benz  Automo- 
bile Co.,  Garland  Automobile  Co.,  and  others. 

Lastly  came  the  Advertising  Floats,  of  which  Mr.  E.  C.  J. 
McShane  was  Assistant  Marshal.  There  was  an  almost  limitless 
number  and  variety  of  these  exhibits,  and  it  was  after  midnight 
when  the  last  of  them  passed  the  reviewing  stand. 

The  'New  York  Sun  of  October  29  said :  "  It  is  probably  Aot 
exaggerating  to  say  that  never  before  has  there  been  an  automobile 
parade  of  such  magnitude."  And  the  American  said :  "  The 
parade  was  not  only  the  largest  but  the  most  brilliant  and  spec- 
tacular demonstration  of  motor  vehicles  ever  seen  in  this  City." 

After  the  parade,  the  Automobile  Club  gave  a  reception  at  its 
Club-house  in  honor  of  the  Governor.  Mr.  James  A.  Blair,  Jr., 
was  master  of  ceremonies.  About  400  members  and  guests  were 
present. 

The  automobile  dealers  in  ^'Automobile  Row  " —  the  section  of 
the  City  devoted  to  this  business  —  illuminated  their  buildings 
with  many  artistic  decorations,  adding  to  the  festive  feeling  of  the 
occasion. 

The  celebration  in  its  entirety  had  a  marked  effect  on  the  com- 
mercial spirit  of  the  'City,  coming  as  it  did  when  business  condi- 
tions were  somewhat  depressed,  owing  to  the  European  War.  It 
recalled  to  the  mind  of  commercial  and  mercantile  ISTew  York  the 
great  progress  of  the  past  three  hundred  years ;  and  served  to  " 
stimulate  enterprise  and  to  remind  the  Empire  City  of  its  limit- 
less resources  and  the  opportunities  that  were  before  it. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  prizes  awarded : 

Division  A,  Early  Models 

For  the  oldest  car  completing  the  line  of  march  under  its  own 
power:  First,  Joseph  Devantry,  Brooklyn,  IST.  Y.,  1898  Panhard; 
second,  Oldsmobile  Co.,  of  New  York,  1899  Oldsmobile. 

For  best  appearing  car  operating  under  its  own  power,  built 
during  the  period  of  January  1,  1902,  to  December  31,  1905, 
third,  Harrolds  Motor  Co.,  1902,  Pierce- Arrow. 
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Division  B,  Grotesque 

First,  Oldsmobile  Steam  Engine;  second,  the  Fleiscliniann  Co., 
"  John  Dough;  "  third,  Michelin  Tire  Co.,  "  Bibendum;  "  fourth, 
Douglas  Fairbanks,  "  He  Comes  Up  Smiling  "  bathtub  float. 

Division  G,  Pleasure  Cars 

Class  1  —  For  best  decorated  car :  First,  C.  B.  McCoy,  Jr., 
Philadelphia,  "Peace"  float;  second,  Oldsmobile  Co.,  of  liew 
York,  "Christmas  Ship;"  third,  Allen  Auto  Specialty  Co., 
"Autumn." 

Class  2  —  For  best  decorated  runabout :  First,  John  W.  deary, 
Brooklyn,  1^.  Y.,  "  Oriental  Pagoda ;  "  second,  Poertner  Motor 
Car  Co. 

Class  3  —  For  the  regularly  established  club  with  the  highest 
rating  of  points:  First,  Long  Island  Automobile  Club;  second. 
Automobile  Club  of  America ;  third,  "  Bug  "  Club  of  Harlem. 

Class  4  —  Dealer  having  the  greatest  number  of  cars  of  one 
make  represented  by  him  in  a  division :  First,  Ford  Motor  Co. ; 
second,  Chevrolet  Motor  Co. ;  third,  Brady-Murray  Motors  Corpo- 
ration (Chandler). 

Division  D,  Commercial 

Class  1  —  For  the  best  decorated  commercial  car :  First,  'New 
York  iSporting  Goods  Co.,  Indian  Motorcycle  float;  second, 
Edward  Callan ;  third.  Max  Schling. 

Class  2  —  To  merchant  entering  largest  fleet  of  commercial 
trucks  as  owned  and  operated  by  him :   First,  Loose-Wiles  Biscuit 
Co. ;  second,  IST.  Y.  Edison  Co. ;  third.  Ward  Bread  Co. 
■  Class  3  —  To  the  dealer  having  the  greatest  number  of  commer- 
cial cars  in  one  division:    First,  Auto  Car  Co. 

There  were  no  prizes  for  Division  E. 

Division  F,  Advertising 

For  the  best  appearing  vehicle  carrying  advertising  other  than 
merely  the  name  and  address  of  the  owner,  as  regularly  used  in 
service:  First,  Omar  Cigarettes;  second.  Bull  Durham  Tobacco; 
third.  Atlas  Cement  Co. 

Division  G,  Motorcycles 

For  the  best  decorated  machine  in  the  entire  division:  First. 
the  Hendee  trophy,  to  J.  Bucknell ;  second,  the  Hendee  trophy,  J. 
J.  Smith,  "  an  Indian  papoose  and  Indian  tepee;  "  third,  Victor 
Pelezzari. 
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For  the  best  decorated  machine  with  a  single  rider :  Firsts  W. 
C.  Bucknall;  second,  F.  Larsen, 

For  the  best  decorated  machine  with  side  car  attached:  First, 
with  souvenir  prize  to  ladj  in  side  car,  J.  J.  Smith ;  second,  with 
lady's  prize,  G.  Barnes  of  Greenwich,  farm  outfit;  third,  with 
lady's  prize,  Alfred  Cochi. 

For  the  clubs  with  the  highest  rating  of  points :  First,  Harlem 
Motorcycle  Club ;  second,  Concourse  Motorcycle  Club. 

For  the  machine  decorated  in  the  most  novel  or  grotesque  man- 
ner :    First,  George  Bussing,  chicken  farm ;  second,  D.  Melash. 

For  the  lady  most  appropriately  dressed  for  motorcycle  riding 
and  riding  her  own  machine:  First,  Miss  Frances  Loeb;  second, 
Mrs.  Cattell. 

For  the  best  decorated  tandem :  First,  with  souvenir  prize  to 
lady,  J.  J.  Cox;  second,  with  prize  to  lady,  A.  T.  Bastidy;  third, 
with  prize  to  lady,  William  J.  Webber. 

■Special  Prizes 

'Special  prizes  donated  by  various  individuals  were  allotted  as 
follows:  (Silver  eup,  by  Mr.  J.  Sanford  Saltus  for  the  best 
French  car,  awarded  to  Mr.  Emanuel  Lascaris,  De  Dion  Bouton 
car.  Other  special  prizes  for  the  automobile  division  were  the 
Hub  Odometer,  Brown  Oil  Boxes,  Automobile  Club  of  America. 
Odometer  given  by  the  Veeder  Manufacturing  Company,  awarded 
to  Doelger  Brewing  Company  for  the  largest  fleet ;  the  Brown  Oil 
Box,  donated  by  the  Brown  Trading  Company,  to  the  Vivandier 
car ;  Automobile  dub,  for  long  distance  mileage. 

Dealers'  window  display  prize :    Firestone  Tire  Company. 

Mr.  William  H.  Page,  President  of  the  New  York  Athletic 
Club,  was  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Judges  which  awarded  the 
prizes.  Acting  with  him  were  Mr.  Alan  R.  Hawley,  President  of 
the  Aero  Club  of  America ;  Mr.  J.  C.  McCoy,  Mr.  Harry  H.  Good, 
Mr.  William  W.  Knowles,  Mr.  W.  A.  Boring  and  Mr.  George  W. 
Breck.  As  Associate  Judges  for  the  Automobile  Division  were 
Messrs.  Alfred  Reeves  and  Coker  F.  Clarkson  ;  as  Associate  Judges 
for  the  Motorcycle  Division  were  Messrs.  F.  V.  Clark  and  J.  L. 
Sauer.  As  Associate  Judges  for  the  Division  of  Advertising 
Floats  were  Messrs.  0.  J.  Gude,  William  H.  Johns,  Russell  Field, 
A.  M.  Van  Buren  and  George  B.  Van  Cleve. 
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X 

METEOPOLITAli  MUSEUM:  OF  AKT  RECEPTIOKT 

The  next  event  after  the  Automobile  Parade  was  the  reception 
given  by  the  President  and  Trustees  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum 
of  Art  on  Thursday  evening,  October  29,  1914,  in  honor  of  the 
officers,  trustees  and  official  guests  of  the  Commission.  This  was 
the  principal  recognition  of  the  Tercentenary  by  the  museums  of 
the  City  and  was  a  notable  event  on  account  of  the  distinguished 
character  of  that  great  institution. 

From  6.30  to  8  p.  m.,  there  was  a  small  dinner  of  invited  guests 
at  the  E-itz-Carlton  Hotel,  arranged  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Samuel  W.  Fairchild,  Chairman  of  the  Reception  Committee. 
Gen.  Howard  Carroll,  President  of  the  Commission,  presided. 
The  others  present  at  the  dinner  were  Hon.  Robert  Adamson,  Mr. 
Louis  Annin  Ames,  Mr.  John  J.  Baird,  Hon.  William  Berri,  Mr. 
Herbert  L.  Bridgman,  Chancellor  Elmer  Ellsworth  Brown,  Mr. 
Andrew  F.  Burleigh,  Mr.  Robert  Grier  Cooke,  Prof.  H.  W.  L. 
Dana,  Hon.  John  D.  Crimmins,  Hon.  Robert  W.  de  Forest,  Mr. 
Joseph  L.  Delafield,  Hon.  Chauncey  H.  Depew,  Mr.  Merle  L. 
Downs,  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Fairchild,  Rev.  Father  Fitzgerald,  Prof. 
Henry  T.  Fleck,  Dean  Frederick  A.  Goetze,  Mr.  E.  H.  Hall,  Dr. 
George  F.  Kunz,  Monsig-nor  Michael  J.  Lavelle,  Mr.  A.  E.  Mac- 
Kinnon, Mr.  E.  A.  I^orman,  Rev.  Christian  F.  Reisner,  Mr.  E. 
P.  V.  Ritter,  Mr.  Theodore  Rousseau  (Secretary  to  the  Mayor), 
Hon.  Morgan  J.  O'Brien,  Hon.  IST.  Taylor  Phillips,  Plon.  Cor- 
nelius A.  Pugsley,  Mr.  Jacob  H.  Schiif,  Mr.  Isaac  IST.  Seligman, 
Hon.  R.  A.  C.  Smith,  Mr.  Elmer  Thompson,  Dr.  Charles  H. 
Townsend,  Hon.  Cabot  Ward,  and  Mr.  Arthur  W^illiams.  Brief 
remarks  were  made  by  Gen.  Carroll,  Monsignor  Lavelle,  Mr. 
Rousseau,  Commissioner  Adamson  and  Mr.  Ames,  and  a  more 
extended  address  by  Senator  Depew. 

Thence  the  company  proceeded  to  the  Museum  where  a  reception 
was  held  by  Hon.  Robert  W.  de  Forest,  President  of  the  Museum, 
assisted  by  officers  of  the  Commission,  and  others. 

The  receiving  party  stood  upon  a  large  rug  and  in  front  of 
artistically  arranged  draperies  in  the  main  entrance  hall  of  the 
Museum.    Above  the  draperies  was  the  coat-of-arms  of  ISTew 
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Amsterdam.  The  sentiment  of  the  occasion  was  embodied  in  a 
tastefully  printed  folder,  which  bore  upon  its  first  page  the 
inscription : 

"  The  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  to  the  New  York  Commer- 
cial Tercentenary  Commission,  on  the  occasion  of  the  three  hun- 
dredth anniversary  of  the  beginning  of  the  chartered  commerce  of 
^Tew  York.    October  29,  MCMXIV." 

and  upon  tlie  third  page  simply  the  following  quotation : 

"  DeWitt  Clinton,  Governor  of  New  York,  in  an  address  deliv- 
ered before  the  American  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  in  October 
MDCCCXVI,  said: 

"  '  There  are  certain  mighty  pillars  which  support  the  compli- 
cated fabric  of  society,  and  there  are  distinguished  ornaments 
which  beautify  and  embellish  it.  Upon  agriculture,  manufac- 
tures and  commerce;  upon  science,  literature,  morality  and 
religion,  all  associations  of  the  human  race  must  rely  for  subsist- 
ence or  support.  But  the  Fine  Arts  superadd  the  graces  of  a 
Chesterfield  to  the  gigantic  mind  of  a  Locke.  They  are  the 
acanthi  which  adorn  the  Corinthian  column  — •  the  halos  which 
surround  the  sun  of  knowledge.  They  excite  labor,  produce 
riches,  enlarge  the  sphere  of  innocent  amusements,  increase  the 
stock  of  harmless  pleasure,  expand  our  intellectual  powers,  improve 
our  moral  faculties,  stimulate  to  illustrious  deeds,  enhance  the 
charms  of  virtue,  diffuse  the  glories  of  heroism,  augment  the 
public  wealth,  and  extend  the  national  reputation.'  " 


558    American  Scenic  and  Histokic  Pbesekvation  Society 


XI 

HISTORICAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  PARADE 

The  Historical  and  Commercial  Parade,  whicli  concluded  the 
outdoor  events  of  the  celebration,  took  place  on  the  evening  of 
Saturday,  October  31,  1914.  This  was  arranged  by  the  Commer- 
cial Pageants  Committee,  Mr,  Louis  Annin  Ames,  Chairman, 
under  the  general  conditions  described  at  the  beginning  of  chapter 
IX,  in  the  short  period  betw^een  August  12  and  October  31,  and  as 
before  stated  the  results  were  highly  creditable  in  view  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  situation  at  that  time.  The  New  York  Times  said 
editorially  on  November  1 : 

"  With  the  imposing  and  well-ordered  parade  last  night  the  week 
of  celebration  of  the  tercentenary  of  the  foundation  of  New  York 
was  brought  brilliantly  to  a  close.  Inevitably  this  celebration 
has  not  filled  so  large  a  place  in  the  public  mind  as  it  would  have 
filled  in  a  year  not  so  productive  of  other  and  graver  matters  to 
think  about.  But  the  various  festival's  have  been  successful,  the 
meetings  have  been  largely  attended  and  the  well-devised  page- 
antry has  not  lacked  appreciation." 

The  parade  was  organized  on  a  plan  entirely  different  from 
that  of  the  Hudson-Fulton  parade.  The  Hudson-Fulton  iCommis- 
sion  had  its  own  plant  and  staff  of  artists  and  artisans  for  building 
floats  for  the  day  and  night  parades  at  the  expense  of  the  Commis- 
sion. It  was  the  policy  of  the  Tercentenary  Commission,  however, 
from  the  outset,  to  hire  no  artists  and  to  build  no  floats  itself, 
but  to  have  the  participants  furnish  the  floats  at  their  own  expense, 
the  entries,  of  course,  to  be  acceptable  to  the  'Commission.  The 
plan  also  differed  from  the  Hudson-Fulton  parades  inasmuch  as 
everything  of  a  commercial  or  advertising  nature  was  excluded 
from  the  parades  of  1909,  while  it  was  the  policy  of  the  Tercen- 
tenary parades  to  encourage  business  by  allowing  the  participation 
of  business  exhibits. 

Soon  after  the  appointment  of  the  Commercial  Pageants  Com- 
mittee on  August  12,  1914,  it  took  offices  at  No.  108  Fulton  'Street 
and  with  the  approval  of  the  Trustees  engaged  Mr.  Albert  de 
Cernea  as  Director  of  Pageants.  While  entries  by  commercial 
houses  were  being  invited,  the  nucleus  of  the  historical  part  of  the 
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pageant  was  secured  by  the  purchase,  for  a  comparatively  small 
consideration,  of  a  number  of  floats  recently  used  in  the  celebration 
in  Baltimore  commemorating  the  centennial  of  the  writing  of  the 
national  anthem,  the  Star  Spangled  Banner.  These  were  taken 
to  the  pier  at  the  foot  of  East  24:th  Street  where  they  were  remod- 
eled under  the  direction  of  Mr.  William  F.  Hamilton  according  to 
the  ideas  of  the  Commercial  Pageants  Committee  and  adapted  to 
the  purjDOses  of  the  Commercial  Tercentenary  celebration.  At  the 
same  time,  Mr.  Joseph  L.  Delafield  of  the  Commercial  Pageants 
Committee  worked  diligently  in  the  organization  of  the  patriotic 
division,  and  Mr.  E.  A.  ISTorman  and  Mr.  A.  E.  MacKinnon  on 
other  details.  Prof.  Henry  T.  Fleck  co-operated  in  the  engage- 
ment of  the  bands  of  music. 

Saturday,  October  31,  1914,  the  day  of  the  parade,  was  milder 
than  the  preceding  Wednesday,  the  day  of  the  Automobile  Parade. 
During  the  afternoon,  the  Harlem  Pageant  and  Carnival,  described 
in  the  chapter  on  Local  Festivals,  had  taken  place,  and  that  section 
of  the  City  was  in  an  especially  festive  spirit,  with  its  holiday 
decorations  and  street  animation.  In  the  evening,  crowds  larger 
if  possible  than  those  of  Wednesday  evening  thronged  the  seven 
miles  of  the  line  of  march,  which  was  the  same  as  that  of  the  Auto- 
bile  Parade.  Estimating  the  number  of  spectators  at  the  same 
figure  as  on  Wednesday  evening,  there  were  about  800,000  from 
Harlem  to  34th  Street.  The  streets  were  brilliantly  illuminated, 
not  only  by  the  lights  erected  by  the  Commission  as  described  in 
the  chapter  on  Illuminations,  but  also  by  private  parties,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  more  than  65,000  electric  lights,  having  a  total  of 
more  than  500,000  candle  power,  made  the  route  of  the  procession 
a  "  great  white  way." 

While  the  most  careful  arrangements  had  been  made  for  the 
marshalling  of  the  component  parts  of  the  procession  at  the  start- 
ing point  and  the  orderly  taking  of  their  places  in  the  pageant,  the 
police  did  not  protect  the  parade  from  interruptions  and  blockades 
by  outside  vehicles,  so  that  the  continuity  and  order  of  the  parade 
was  somewhat  broken,  as  was  the  case  with  the  Automobile  Parade 
on  the  preceding  Wednesday  evening. 

Governor  Glynn,  who  started  to  take  his  position  with  the 
official  party  at  the  head  of  the  procession,  was  obliged  to  return 
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on  account  of  illness,  and  the  pageant  was  led,  after  tlie  band, 
colors,  and  police  escort,  by  Mayor  Mitcbel,  Admiral  Robert  E. 
Peary,  U.  S.  and  'Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles,  U.  S.  A.,  guests  of 
bonor,  escorted  by  Dr.  George  F.  Kunz,  Acting  President  of  tbe 
Oommission ;  Mr.  Louis  Annin  Ames,  Grand  Marshal;  Mr.  Wil- 
liam J.  Lee,  Marshal;  and  Mr.  Herbert  L.  Bridgman,  Secretary 
of  the  Peary  Arctic  Club.  Admiral  Peary,  by  request,  had  with 
him  the  American  flag  which  he  had  planted  on  the  JSTorth  Pole. 
Following  these  came  Hon.  Mitchell  May,  Secretary  of  'State,  and 
other  iState  officials;  Hon.  George  McAneny,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  City  Officials;  the  Hon,  James  H.  Pres- 
ton, Mayor  of  Baltimore,  with  a  large  delegation  of  Baltimore  citi- 
zens, and  other  official  guests,  who  took  their  places  on  the  review- 
ing stand  . 

This  party  reached  the  official  reviewing  stand  in  front  of  the 
New  York  Public  Library  at  9.40  p.  m.,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
procession  continued  passing  until  midnight. 

After  the  official  vanguard  came  the  commercial  bodies,  includ- 
ing delegations  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Merchants'  Asso- 
ciation, General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  Maritime 
Exchange,  Coffee  Exchange,  Building  Material  Board  of  Trade, 
Iron  and  Steel  Board  of  Trade,  North  Side  Board  of  Trade, 
Harlem  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Fifth  Avenue  Association,  etc. 

This  was  followed  by  the  Patriotic  Division,  of  which  Mr. 
Joseph  L.  Delafield  was  Marshal,  including  the  Old  Guard,  United 
Spanish  War  Veterans,  Army  and  Navy  League,  Naval  Veterans. 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  Army  and  Navy  Union. 

The  College  Students  Division  which  came  next  attracted  its 
full  share  of  attention.  It  included  delegations  from  Columbia 
University,  New  York  University,  Cornell  University,  College  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  John  Wanamaker  Commercial  Institute 
and  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

The  Historical  Division  was  marshalled  by  Mr.  Albert  de 
Cernea.  It  was  led  by  a  body  of  real  Indians  secured  from  the 
New  York  State  Reservations,  followed  by  30  floats  representing 
scenes  and  incidents  in  the  history  of  the  City  from  1614  to  1914. 
The  floats  were  as  follows : 


TwESTTiETii  Annual  Repokt  561 

1.  Primeval  Manlmttan  in  1614.  Representing  Indians  on 
the  southern  end  of  Manhattan  Island  looking  out  over  the  harbor 
and  seeing  the  white  men  coming  up  the  bay. 

2.  The  Purchase  of  Manhattan  Island  in  1626.  Representing 
the  first  Dutch  Director  General,  Peter  Minuit,  with  chests  of 
merchandise,  purchasing  the  island  from  the  Indians. 

3.  Bowling  on  Bowling  Greeny  1664.  Representing  Dutchmen 
playing  at  .bo  wis  on  the  green  before  old  Fort  Amsterdam. 

4.  Fort  Amsterdam  before  Surrender,  1664.  Representing 
Director  General  Peter  Stuyvesant  standing  beside  a  cannon  on  a 
bastion  of  Fort  Amsterdam,  with  the  Dutch  colors  flying  above 
him. 

5.  The  Summons  of  the  English  for  the  Surrender  of  Fort 
Amsterdam,  1664.  Representing  the  gun  deck  of  the  English 
ship  Guinea,  bearing  Richard  Nicolls,  who  demanded  the  sur- 
render on  August  29,  1664. 

6.  Hamiltons  First  Speech,  1774.  Representing  Alexander 
Hamilton,  in  his  speech  in  the  Fields,  now  City  Plall  Park,  July 
6,  1774,  addressing  a  mass  meeting  called  by  the  Sons  of  Liberty 
to  advocate  the  second  Non-importation  Agreement. 

7.  The  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Harlem.  A  large  model  of 
the  first  Dutch  Church  in  Harlem  and  the  original  bell  cast  in 
Amsterdam  in  1734. 

8.  The  Bombardment  of  New  YorTc,  1776.  Representing  three 
British  ships  which  passed  up  the  North  River  July  12,  1776,  and 
bombarded  the  City. 

9.  The  Great  Fire  of  1776.  Representing  the  section  of  lower 
New  York  which  was  burned  in  the  fire  of  September  20-21,  1776, 
after  the  British  had  captured  the  'City. 

10.  Betsey  Ross  Making  the  First  American  Flag,  1777. 
Representing  the  scene  in  Philadelphia  in  which  Mrs.  Ross  dis- 
played to  Gen.  Washington,  Gen.  Ross  and  Gen.  Morris  the  first 
flag  of  stars  and  stripes. 

11.  Washington  entering  New  York,  1783.  Representing 
Washington  and  his  staff  entering  New  York  on  November  25, 
1783,  after  the  evacuation  by  the  British  on  that  date. 

12.  The  Impressment  of  American  Seamen,  1812.  Represent- 
ing a  British  ship  and  small  boat,  which  were  taking  American 
seamen  into  the  British  s(j}.'vice,  —  one  of  the  causes  '^f  the  second 
War  with  Great  Britain. 
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13.  A  Sea  Fight  in  the  War  of  1812.  Eepresenting,  by  means 
of  two  armed  ships,  the  capture  of  a  British  merchantman  by  an 
American  privateer  in  the  second  War  with  Great  Britain. 

14.  The  Writing  of  the  National  Anthem,  1814.  Represent- 
ing Francis  Scott  Key,  sitting  on  the  deck  of  the  Minden,  com- 
posing the  verses  which  have  become  the  ISTational  Anthena. 

15.  Apotheosis  of  the  Star  Spangled  Banner,  1814.  Repre- 
senting a  ship  with  an  American  flag,  square  rigged  like  a  sail, 
with  appropriate  figures  in  costume. 

16.  The  Treaty  of  Ghent,  1814.  Representing  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  seated  around 
a  long  table  in  the  chamber  in  Ghent,  Belgium,  December  24, 
1814,  signing  the  treaty  of  peace  which  ended  the  second  War 
with  Great  Britain. 

17.  The  Erie  Canal,  1825.  Representing,  by  a  canal  boat,  the 
opening  of  the  Erie  Canal  in  1825. 

18.  The  Hudson  &  MohawJc  Railroad,  1830.  The  front  of  a 
locomotive  engine,  a  railroad  track  and  a  piece  of  construction 
machinery,  representing  the  completion  on  August  12,  1830,  of 
the  railroad  running  from  Albany  to  Schenectady,  upon  which  in 
1831,  the  "  DeWitt  Clinton,"  the  first  locomotive  to  be  put  in 
actual  operation  in  the  United  'States,  was  installed. 

19.  The  Clipper  Ship,  1840-1855.  Representing,  by  the  model 
of  a  ship,  the  sea-borne  commerce  during  the  period  when  the 
clipper  was  in  its  prime. 

20.  The  First  Telegram,  1844.  Representing  the  Genius  of 
Electricity,  holding  in  her  hands  an  electric  wire,  connecting  the 
dome  of  the  Capitol  at  Washington  with  Baltimore,  Md.,  by  means 
of  which  'Samuel  E.  B.  Morse,  of  New  York  City,  on  May  24, 
1844,  sent  the  first  telegram  "  What  hath  'God  Wrought." 

21.  Liberty.  Representing  a  monument  elevated  on  terraces 
and  a  figure  of  the  Goddess  of  Liberty. 

22.  Progress.  Representing  a  canopy  supported  on  arches  and 
pillars,  with  figures  in  the  niches  symbolizing  different  depart- 
ments of  progress  during  300  years. 

23.  Industries  of  New  Yorlc.  Representing,  by  means  of  parts 
of  machinery  and  appropriate  figures,  and  the  coat-of-arms  of  the 
City,  the  industrial  life  of  the  metropolis. 

24.  Early  Education.  Representing  the  first  school-house, 
Tvith  impersonations  of  school-master  and  pupils. 
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25.  Education  of  To-day.  Representing  a  great  open  book, 
"witli  the  teacher  on  one  side  and  the  student  in  cap  and  gown  on 
the  other ;  above  the  book,  two  torches  symbolizing  intellectual 
light  and  learning;  and  seated  in  front  of  the  book  children  hold- 
ing open  books. 

26.  Industrial  Education.  Representing  at  one  end,  under  a 
canopy,  teacher  and  students  in  various  mechanical  arts;  and  at 
the  other  end  the  practice  of  the  industries. 

'27.  Commerce.  Representing  the  thirteenth  labor  of  Hercules 
—  a  giant  pushing  apart  the  rocks  of  ISTorth  and  South  America 
and  allowing  the  water  to  flow  through  the  Panama  Canal. 

28.  Recreation.  Representing  boys  and  girls  in  costumes  and 
with  paraphernalia  appropriate  for  all  sorts  of  sports,  boating, 
tennis,  golf,  baseball,  polo,  etc.,  the  highest  fignire  being  a  girl, 
sitting  upon  an  immense  baseball,  holding  forth  a  crown  to  a 
victor. 

29.  A  Century  of  Peace  and  Progress.  A  symbolical  group 
representing  the  title. 

30.  The  Melting  Pot.  Representing,  by  a  great  kettle  and 
figures  in  the  costumes  of  all  nationalities,  the  function  of  ISTew 
York  as  a  "  melting  pot " —  a  symbolism  more  fully  described  on 
page  537  preceding.     (See  plate  14.) 

After  the  foregoing  came  the  Equestrian  Division  (Richard  C. 
Sause,  Marshal) ,  composed  of  men  and  women  on  horseback  from 
Durland's  Riding  Academy,  the  Early  Risers'  Riding  Club,  the 
Little  Riding  School,  the  Central  Park  Riding  Academy,  and 
Brown's  Riding  School;  and  the  Horse  Show.  The  latter 
included  ladies'  phaeton  pairs,  gig  horses,  gentlemen's  pairs,  vic- 
toria singles,  brougham  pairs,  four-in-hands,  saddle  horses  and 
runabout  horses. 

The  Commercial  Division,  which  came  next,  was  impressive  in 
size  and  contained  many  notable  features.  It  was  led  by  a 
splendid  body  of  l^ew  York  lettercarriers.  In  the  fore-front  of 
this  division  was  the  exhibit  of  the  Hudson  River  Day  Line,  repre- 
senting, by  fine  models  of  the  first  steamboat  Clermont  (built  in 
1807)  and  the  Hendrick  Hudson  (built  in  1907)  the  progress  in 
steam  navigation.  The  Wells-Fargo  Express  Co.  showed  the 
original  stage  coach  used  in  joining  the  east  and  west  before  the 
competition  of  the  trans-continental  railroads.    The  float  of  the 
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Borden's  Condensed  Milk  Co.,  represented  Gail  Borden,  inventor 
of  the  process  of  making  condensed  milk.  The  American  Belting 
Co.,  of  Baltimore,  had  a  notable  exhibit  of  three  floats,  represent- 
ing the  manufacture  of  belting  from  the  live  steer  to  the  finished 
product.  This  was  followed  by  the  largest  flag  in  the  United 
States  ever  hung  from  a  pole,  which  was  carried  horizontally  and 
filled  the  entire  width  of  the  street.  It  was  entered  by  Hochs- 
child,  Kohn  &  Co.,  of  Baltimore,  and  was  used  in  the  Star  Spangled 
Banner  Centennial  in  Baltimore  on  September  6,  1914.  Then 
came  floats,  commercial  wagons,  and  advertising  features  too 
numerous  to  mention  in  detail. 

At  intervals  of  the  parade,  the  New  York  Hippodrome  gave 
public  performances  in  the  street  at  three  places,  namely,  before 
the  reviewing  stand  in  125th  Street,  in  the  space  at  Y2nd  Street 
and  Broadway,  and  before  the  official  stand  in  front  of  the  Public 
Library.  These  performances  included  exhibitions  by  the  clown 
Marcelline  and  his  donkey,  four  companies  of  Hippodrome 
Zouaves,  the  sacred  white  mules  from  'Siam,  women  bicycle 
experts,  etc. 

The  Board  of  Judges  to  award  prizes  for  the  best  exhibits  was 
composed  of  Mrs.  Emily  L.  Hepburn,  and  Messrs.  Herbert  Adams, 
Robert  Aitkin  and  A.  B.  Wenzel. 

The  Champion  prize  was  awarded  to  Borden's  Conde'iised  Milk 
Co.    The  other  leading  prizes  were  as  follows : 

Best  Industrial  Group 

Firsts  Rheingold  Beer;  second,  American  Belting  Co.,  Balti- 
•  more ;  thirds  Pilsner  Brewing  Co. ;  fourth.  Ward's  Baking  Co. 

Best  Industrial  Exhibits 

First,  Pillsbury  Elour ;  second,  Sheffield  Earms-Slawson- 
Decker  Co. ;  third,  Horton's  Ice  Cream  Co. ;  fourth.  Waterman 
Fountain  Pens. 

Best  Eloats 

First,  Hudson  River  Day  Line;  second,  Indian  Motorcycle; 
third,  Karpen  Bros.,  furniture;  fourth,  Wells-Eargo  Express  Co. 


Twentieth  Annitae  Report 


565 


Most  Artistic  Floats 
First,  Max  Schling,  florist ;  second,  Ford,  automobile. 

Best  Decorated  Floats 

First,  Malandre  Brothers,  florists;  second,  Oldsmobile ;  third, 
Hudson,  automobile;  fourth,  127tli  Street  Garage. 


1^ 


566    Amekican  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society 


XII 

COMMERCIAL  EXHIBITS 

The  Tercentenary  celebration  concluded  with  the  Commercial 
Exhibits  held  in  the  Grand  Central  Palace  at  Lexington  Avenue 
and  46th  'Street  from  Saturday,  November  7,  to  'Saturday,  Novem- 
ber 21.  The  Chairman  of  the- 'Commercial  Exhibits  Committee 
was  Mr.  Edward  P.  V.  Ritter.  Mr.  Otis  Fenner  Wood  was 
Chairman  of  a  sub-committee  on  Old  Xew  York;  and  Mr.  Isaac 
!N".  Seligman  was ,  'Chairman  of  a  sub-committee  on  Historical 
Prints ;  while  Mr.  A.  E.  MacKinnon  took  a  leading  part  in  secur- 
ing the  official  Cuban  Exhibit,  and  Dr.  George  E.  Kunz  lent 
especial  help  in  arranging  the  Indian  Exhibit. 

To  facilitate  the  arrangements  of  the  Commercial  Exhibits  and 
to  limit  the  financial  liability  of  the  Commission,  the  Commission 
entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Tidewater  Standard  Co.,  of  which 
Mr.  A.  Milton  Napier  is  President,  by  which  the  Commission 
agreed  to  contribute  a  specified  amount  toward  the  expenses  of  the 
commercial  exhibition,  (not  including  the  Indian  exhibit )  and 
the  Tidewater  Standard  Co.  agreed  to  contribute  an  equal  amount 
and  as  much  more  as  was  necessary  to  carry  out  the  project.  The 
Tidewater  Standard  Co.  agreed  to  produce,  finance  and  conduct 
the  exhibition,  manage  and  conduct  all  solicitations  for  exhibition 
space  and  all  negotiations  with  exhibitors,  and  generally  to  manage 
and  direct  the  exhibition  during  its  continuance.  Erom  the  pro- 
ceeds (which  did  not  go  to  the  Commission  but  to  a  special  fund,) 
the  direct  and  certain  contingent  expenses  were  to  be  paid;  then, 
if  the  proceeds  warranted,  the  Tidewater  Standard  'Co.  and  the 
Commission  were  to  be  reimbursed  for  their  original  contributions 
in  the  order  named ;  and  if  there  was  then  any  profit,  it  was  to  be 
divided  equally  between  the  two  parties.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
there  were  no  profits  and  the  Commission  was  fortunate  in  making 
an  arrangement  which  provided  for  a  limited  liability. 

A  general  admission  fee  of  50  cents  for  adults  and  25  cents  for 
children  was  charged,  partly  in  ordfer  to  control  the  admissions  and 
partly  to  help  pay  the  expenses  of  the  exhibition ;  but  free  tickets 
were  liberally  distributed.  "With  the  approval  of  Dr.  William 
H.  Maxwell,  'City  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  330,000  tick- 
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ets  were  sent  to  the  school  children;  and  100,000  more  were  dis- 
tributed to  postmen,  firemen,  policemen,  clubs  and  civic  organiza- 
tions, commercial  houses,  public  officials,  etc. 

Opening  Ceremonies 

The  opening  ceremonies  on  Saturday  evening,  November  7, 
1914,  were  simple  but  significant.  President  Wilson,  in  the 
White  House  at  Washington,  touched  an  electric  button  completing 
a  special  circuit  established  with  the  United  States  Mint  plant  in 
the  exhibition  and  started  the  machinery.  Dr.  Kunz,  Acting 
President  of  the  Commission,  and  Mr.  Ritter,  Chairman  of  the 
Commercial  Exhibits  Committee,  made  brief  remarks.  An 
Indian  chief,  White-man-runs-him,  stepped  out  of  his  wigwam  and 
raised  his  right  hand,  pointing  two  fingers  upward  —  a  sign  of 
peace  —  while  a  wireless  telegraph  station  by  his  side  translated 
it  into  the  electric  code  and  flashed  it  out  to  the  world  at  large. 
As  the  wireless  instrument  spluttered  the  Indian  Chief  picked  up 
a  blanket  and  waved  it  according  to  a  code  system  so  that  Chief 
Corn  Planter,  who  was  far  down  the  corridors,  caught  the  signal 
and  replied  to  it.  Then  twenty  Indians,  surrounded  by  what 
looked  like  a  primeval  forest  leading  directly  into  the  old-time 
Park  RoAv,  began  a  dance  of  peace.  Then  the  Havana  Municipal 
Band,  referred  to  hereafter,  played  the  National  Anthem,  and  the 
exhibition  was  declared  formally  opened. 

The  exhibition  may  be  described  under  three  heads :  First,  the 
historical  exhibits  grouped  under  the  general  designation  of  Old 
New  York;  second,  the  Indian  Exhibit,  which  was  historical, 
ethnological,  and  in  a  sense  commercial ;  and  third,  the  Commer- 
cial Exhibits  proper,  of  which  the  Cuban  Government  Exhibit  and 
the  Havana  Municipal  Band  were  notable  features. 

Old  New  Yorh 

As  one  entered  the  Grand  Central  Palace,  the  first  scene  which 
greeted  him  was  a  long  avenue  like  a  street,  upon  either  side  of 
which  were  representations  of  well  known  buildings  of  former 
times.  Some  of  them  were  reproduced  in  the  actual  size  of  the 
originals. 
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One  of  the  first  scenes  was  Bowling  Green  about  1640,  repre- 
senting Dutch  burghers  playing  at  bowls  in  front  of  old  Fort 
Amsterdam. 

The  first  City  Hall  or  Stadt  Huys,  built  in  1641-2,  at  No.  Y3 
Pearl  Street,  was  realistically  represented. 

A  windmill  which  stood  near  Maiden  Lane  and  Broadway,  and 
a  typical  Dutch  house,  were  other  reminders  of  the  Dutch  period. 

And  a  faithful  representation  of  Petersfield,  the  old  house  with 
overhanging  roof  in  which  Peter  Stuyvesant  made  his  home  near 
Third  Avenue  and  13th  .Street,  recalled  the  last  of  the  Dutch 
Directors-General, 

Fraunces'  Tavern,  built  about  1Y19  and  still  standing  at  Pearl 
and  Broad  Streets,  brought  back  memories  of  tJie  Revolution  and 
Washington's  farewell  to  his  officers  on  December  4,  1783. 

And  a  representation  of  the  Second  City  Hall,  later  called  Fed- 
eral Hall,  which  stood  at  Wall  and  Nassau  Streets,  not  only 
formed  another  exhibit  of  the  Colonial  Period  but  also  recalled 
Washing-ton's  inauguration  as  first  President  in  1789. 

Claremont,  the  building  on  Momingside  Heights,  erected  by 
Michael  Hogan  shortly  after  the  Revolution  and  still  standing  in 
Riverside  Park,  served  to  revive  memories  of  Hogan's  midship- 
mate  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  afterwards  William  IV :  also  of  Vis- 
count Courtenay  who  once  occupied  it. 

The  19th  century  was  represented  by  several  buildings  —  the 
First  Drug  House;  'St.  George's  'Chapel,  built  in  1831,  in 
which  Washington  Irving  was  christened ;  Cowperthwaite's,  the 
oldest  furniture  house  in  continuous  existence,  established  in 
1808 ;  and  a  very  interesting  group  of  old  buildings  which  were 
the  birthplaces  or  early  homes  of  the  New  York  Herald,  Tribune, 
Sun,  Staats  Zeitung,  Evening  Post  and  Brooklyn  Eagle. 

In  the  vista  at  the  farther  end  of  the  street,  the  scene  culmi- 
nated in  the  striking  contrast  produced  by  an  Indian  wigwam 
standing  by  the  side  of  a  large  model  of  the  Woolworth  Building,* 
representing  the  earliest  and  the  latest  habitations  built  by  man 
on  Manhattan  Island.  This  histoidcal  contrast  was  heightened 
when,  in  the  opening  ceremonies  of  the  exhibition,  an  Indian  stood 
beside  his  wigwam  and  transmitted  a  message  to  the  other  end  of 


*The  Woolworth  Building  is  55  stories  and  750  feet  high. 
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the  room  bj  the  aboriginal  smoke  signal  —  allowing  puffs  of  smoke 
to  rise  from  a  camjjfire  by  covering  and  uncovering  it  with  a 
blanket  —  while  a  real  Marconi  installation  nearby  transmitted 
wireless  messages  through  the  air. 

Besides  these  facsimile  models  of  old  buildings  the  history  of 
the  City  was  graphically  shown  in  an  exliibition  of  an  extremely 
valuable  and  interesting  collection  of  prints  and  pictures  of  the 
old  town  loaned  by  Hon.  John  D.  Crimmins  and  Mr.  J.  Clarence 
Davies. 

Indian  Exhibit 

The  Indian  Exhibit  was  one  of  the  great  attractions  of  the 
Grand  Central  Palace  exhibition.  Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr. 
Rodman  Wanamaker,  the  time  of  Dr.  Joseph  Kossuth  Dixon,  the 
leader  of  his  expeditions  among  the  North  American  Indians,  was 
placed  gratuitously  at  the  disposal  of  the  'Commission,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  Indians  from  the  IS[ew  York  and  far-western 
reservations  and  conducting  the  exhibition  of  Indian  life  and 
customs.  The  Commission  paid  Dr.  Dixon's  actual  expenses  and 
the  expenses  of  the  Indians  and  accessories. 

The  Wanamaker  expeditions,  of  which  this  Commission  had  the 
benefit,  were  sent  out  in  1908,  1909  and  1913,  for  the  purpose  of 
visiting  the  Indians  in  their  homes,  getting  them  to  re-enact  their 
traditional  ceremonies,  and  recording  their  appearance,  manners 
and  customs  by  the  camera  and  other  modern  methods,  at  the  same 
time  encouraging  the  Indians  to  attain  the  highest  ideals  of  citizen- 
ship. Dr.  Dixon  led  these  expeditions,  visiting  every  known  tribe 
in  the  United  States,  and  taking  both  stationary  and  moving  pic- 
tures of  their  ordinary  life  and  ceremonial  performances.  In  the 
first  two  expeditions  over  18,000  feet  of  moving  picture  films  and 
over  3,000  negatives  were  taken,  which,  with  those  added  in  the 
third  expedition,  constitute  one  of  the  most  valuable  ethnological 
and  historical  collections  in  existence. 

Dr.  Dixon  entered  upon  his  labors  for  this  Commission 
con  amore.  He  visited  not  only  the  ISTew  York  State  Reservations 
but  also  those  of  ISTew  Mexico  and  Arizona,  and  secured  a  group  of 
thirty  men,  women  and  children  who  appeared  at  the  exhibition 
in  their  native  costumes.  (Plate  IG.)  In  the  Grand  Central 
Palace,  the  effect  of  their  native  environment  was  simulated  by  the 
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erection  of  a  log  house  and  wigwam  amid  arboreal  surroundings 
which,  gave  the  impression  of  a  forest  home.  At  intervals  during 
the  day  and  evening,  the  Indians  chanted  ceremonial  songs,  went 
through  the  forms  of  early  trading  with  the  white  men,  and  other- 
wise illustrated  the  customs  of  their  people  at  the  time  when 
Europeans  first  began  commerce  with  their  ancestors. 

In  a  large  tent  was  an  exhibition  of  Indian  implements  of  war- 
fare and  domestic  use  which  were  explained  by  an  educated  Indian 
woman  who  took  pride  in  her  race.  Upon  the  walls  were  mounted 
photographic  enlargements  from  Dr.  Dixon's  negatives,  showing 
in  a  remarkable  way  the  personal  features  of  typical  red  men, 
their  homes  and  customs. 

In  an  adjacent  room,  Dr.  Dixon  kept  up  throughout  each  day 
an  almost  continuous  lecture  on  the  Indians,  addressing  audience 
after  audience  with  his  well-known  eloquence. 

This  part  of  the  exhibition  in  the  Grand  Central  Palace  was 
not  only  picturesque  but  was  also  highly  educational,  and  illus- 
trated in  an  effective  way  the  beginning  of  the  three  centuries  of 
commerce  which  the  ISTew  York  Commercial  Tercentenary  com- 
memorated. 

Commercial  Exhibits 

The  third  division,  the  Commercial  Exhibits  proper,  repre- 
sented the  progress  and  development  achieved  during  the  past  three 
centuries.  In  the  exhibits  of  the  merchants  and  manufacturers 
of  to-day  were  seen  various  phases  of  modern  commercial  and 
industrial  life.  The  highest  developments  in  the  wireless 
telegraphy  and  electric  lighting,  the  perfection  of  transportation 
in  the  automobile,  modem  sanitary  methods  in  various  wayts 
of  cleansing  and  ventilation,  the  best  products  of  farm  and  factory, 
and  innumerable  other  exhibits  showed,  what  human  brains  and 
brawn  were  doing  to  provide  the  necessities  and  luxuries  of  modem 
life  and  to  conserve  the  life,  health  and  general  well-being  of  the 
people.     (See  plate  15.) 

The  Federal  Government  was ,  represented  by  an  instructive 
exhibit  showing  the  process  of  minting,  the  United  States  coinage, 
from  the  melting  of  the  metal  in  the  furnace  to  the  issue  of  the 
finished  coins  from  the  stamping  machine.    Instead  of  manufac- 
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turing  money,  however,  the  mint  produced  souvenir  pocket-pieces 
which,  were  reduced  facsimiles  of  the  official  medal. 

The  Government  Exhibit  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba,  including 
the  Havana  Municipal  Band  of  70  pieces,  was  a  very  attractive 
feature  of  this  part  of  the  exhibition.  A  few  weeks  before  the 
opening  of  the  tercentenary  exhibition,  the  Commission,  learning 
that  the  Cuban  exhibit  was  in  Boston,  sent  Mr.  A.  E.  MacKinnon 
to  that  'City  to  make  overtures  for  the  placing  of  the  exhibit  in 
ISTew  York.  Governor  Glynn  and  Mayor  Mitchel  sent  cablegrams 
to  President  Menocal  of  Cuba,  officially  inviting  the  Cuban  exhibit 
to  ISTew  York  and  under  dates  of  October  19  and  20  they  received 
his  consent.  On  October  21,  Senor  George  Reno,  Chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Information  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Com- 
merce and  Labor  of  Cuba,  and  Dr.  Lorenzo  Arias  y  Guerra,  Assist- 
ant Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Commerce  and 
Labor,  came  from  Boston  to  New  York  and  the  arrangements  for 
the  participation  of  Cuba  were  consummated. 

The  Cuban  exhibit,  which  was  installed  with  an  artistic  archi- 
teotural  setting,  illustrated  by  samples,  pictures  and  printed 
matter  the  resources  of  that  Island  and  attracted  a  great  deal  of 
attention. 

The  Havana  Municipal  Band  of  70  pieces,  which  played  day 
and  evening  under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Guillereno  M.  Tomas, 
was  a  source  of  continued  delight  to  the  thousands  of  visitors  to 
the  Grand  Central  Palace.  Their  playing  was  equal  to  that  of 
any  similarly  constituted  band  in  this  country,  and  their  music 
added  immeasurably  to  the  general  atmosphere  of  festivity  which 
pervaded  the  exhibition. 

At  the  close  of  the  exhibition,  Official  Medals  were  presented  to 
Gen.  Mario  G.  Menocal,  President  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba;  Gen. 
Emilio  ISTunez,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  etc. ;  Dr.  Lorenzo  Arias 
y  Guerra,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture;  'Senor  George  Reno, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  Information ;  Gen.  F.  Freyre  de  Andrada, 
Mayor  of  Havana;  and  Senor  Guillereno  M.  Tomas,  Director  of 
the  Havana  Municipal  Band,  in  recognition  of  the  participation  of 
the  Cuban  Government  and  the  Municipal  Band  of  Havana  in  the 
Commercial  Exhibits.  The  medals  were  presented  to  Senor  Reno 
and  Senor  Tomas  in  person,  and  Senor  Reno  transmitted  the 
others. 
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CONSTITUTION  ISLAND* 


Written  for  the  Historical  Society  of  Newburgh  Bay  and  the  Highlands,  at 
Xewbiirgh,  in  the  County  of  Orange,  New  York. 

By  STUYVESANT  FISH 


My  good  friend,  Mr.  David  Barclay,  has  been  kind  enough  to 
ask  me  to  write  a  short  article  on  Constitution  Island,  that  bold, 
rocky  mass  which  the  Indians  called  Manahan,  meaning  "  Island." 
(See  plates  42  and  43.)  It  has  been  best  described  by  Capt.  E.  C. 
Boynton,  in  his  History  of  West  Point,  published  in  1863 : 

"  The  Hudson  River,  in  passing  the  upper  Highlands,  flows 
south  through  the  gorge  between  abrupt  and  lofty  mountains  for 
a  distance  of  nearly  eight  miles;  the  channel  then  changes  east 
about  one-fourth  of  a  mile,  and,  thence  changing,  again  pursues 
its  southerly  direction.  Projecting  half  way  across  the  river,  and 
forming  the  left  bank  opposite  West  Point  on  the  north,  between 
the  two  right  angles  made  by  the  channel,  is  an  island ;  its  west 
and  northwestern  sides  are  formed  of  bold  and  inaccessible  preci- 
pices, while  on  the  east  is  a  large  flag  meadow,  partially  drained 
by  ditches  recently  cut  through  it.  This  island,  nowhere  more  than 
one  hundred  and  thirty-four  feet  high,  is  probably  two  miles  in 
circumference,  and  half  a  mile  in  width  from  north  to  south." 

In  this  County,  which  received  its  name  five  years  before  the 
Prince  of  Orange  became  King  of  England,  it  ma}'^  not  be  amiss  to 
say  a  word  about  the  baptismal  name  of  him  whom  our  fathers 
for  three  centuries  called  Ilendrick  Hudson.  As  the  Spaniards 
gave  to  the  Genoese,  Christoforo  Colombo,  the  name  of  Christobal 
Colon,  and  the  English  to  the  Venetian  Zuan  Caboto,  that  of  J ohn 
Cabot,  why  may  not  we  persist  in  calling  the  Englishman  who 


*  For  the  benefit  of  the  reader  unacquainted  with  New  York  State  gr-og- 
raphy,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  Constitution  Island  herein  referred  to  lies 
in  the  bend  of  the  Hudson  River  at  West  Point  and  forms  a  part  of  the 
United  States  Military  Academy  Rpservation.  See  14th  Annual  Report  of 
the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society,  1909,  pp.  88-92. — 
Secretary. 
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commanded  the  first  ship  known  to  have  explored  our  river,  as 
the  Hollanders  under  whose  flag  he  sailed  did  'i  When  the  French 
become  such  precisians  as  to  call  their  great  Emperor  by  his. 
Italian  name  of  Buonaparte,  as  it  may  be  seen  spelled  on  coins 
.still  in  circulation  among  them,  it  will  be  time  for  us  to  consider 
calling  Hudson  "  Henry." 

On  returning  down  the  river,  Hudson  anchored  for  the  night 
at  the  south  end  of  ISTewburgh  Bay,  for  the  stated  reason  that 
"  The  Highlands  hath  many  points  and  a  narrow  channel,  and 
hath  many  eddie  winds."  His  experience  and  that  of  other  skip- 
pers of  Dutch  vessels  gave  to  the  reach  near  West  Point  the  name 
•of  Martelaers  Rack.  While  the  literal  translation  of  martelaer  is 
martyr,  the  name  really  meant  the  struggling  or  contending  reach, 
having  reference  to  the  difiiculties  which  sailing  vessels  there 
met  with  by  reason  of  varying  winds  and  currents.  Dr.  Timothy 
Dwight,  in  a  letter  written  March  16,  1778,  and  reprinted  in  his 
"  Travels  "  speaks  of  what  we  still  call  the  ISTorth  Gate  of  the 
Highlands  as  "  The  Wey-gat,  or  Wind-gate,  because  the  wind 
often  blows  through  it  with  great  violence."  That  name  sur- 
vives as  the  Worragat,  Werrygut  or  Warragat.  Our  neighbor, 
Mr,  W.  E.  Verplanck,  in  his  interesting  book,  "  Sloops  of  the 
Hudson,"  derives  it  from  the  Dutch  words  Weer,  weather  and 
Gat  a  hole  or  gut,  while  Mr.  E.  M.  Ruttenber,  to  whose  "  Indian 
Geographical  Names  "  I  am  indebted  for  so  much  of  the  fore- 
going, quotes  Dr.  Dwight,  and  derives  it  from  Warrelgat^  Wind- 
gate. 

Our  Island  naturally  acquired  the  name  of  "  Martelaers  Rack 
:  Eiland,"  which  the  English  corrupted  into  "  Martler's  Rock."  The 
earliest  use  of  that  name  seems  to  have  been  in  the  deeds  passed 
:in  February,  1754,  between  the  three  younger  children  of  Judge 
Frederick  Philipse,  for  the  partition  of  Philipse's  Upper,  or  High-  j 
land  Patent.  That  Patent,  issued  in  1697,  specifically  and  by 
name  conveyed  Polopel's  Island,  but  was  silent  as  to  our  Island. 
The  draftsman  of  those  deeds  may  have  coined  the  term  Martler'-i 
Rock,  in  order  to  include  our  Island  as  part  of  the  mainland 
granted  in  the  Patent,  and  indeed  it  may  then  already  have  become 
what  it  now  is,  a  peninsula  rather  than  an  island. 
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The  government  of  the  City  of  jSTew  York,  being  in  the  hands 
of  a  Committee  of  One  Hundred,  that  Committee,  on  May  10, 
1775,  applied  to  the  Continental  Congress,  then  sitting  in  Phila- 
delphia, throiTgh  the  delegates  from  the  Province  of  IsTew  York, 
Philip  Livingston,  J ames  Duane,  John  Alsop,  John  Jay,  Simon 
Boernm,  William  Floyd,  Henry  Wisner,  Philip  Schuyler,  George 
Clinton,  Lewis  Morris,  Francis  Lewis  and  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
for  advice  "  how  to  conduct  themselves  with  regard  to  the  (British) 
troops  expected  to  arrive  in  ISTew  York  City."  Five  days  later 
Congress  referred  the  matter  to  a  committee  consisting  of  George 
Washington,  Thomas  Lynch,  Samuel  Adams  and  the  delegates 
from  I^ew  York.  This  is  the  first  mention  of  Washing-ton  in  any 
act  or  resolution  of  Congress.  The  Committee  having  reported, 
Congress  on  May  25th  resolved  among  other  things: 

"  That  a  post  be  also  taken  in  the  highlands  on  each  side  of 
Hudson's  River  and  batteries  erected  in  such  manner  as  will  most 
effectually  prevent  any  vessels  passing  that  may  be  sent  to  harrass 
the  inhabitants  on  the  borders  of  said  river,  and  that  experienced 
persons  be  immediately  sent  to  examine  said  river  in  order  to 
discover  where  it  will  be  most  advisable  and  proper  to  obstruct 
the  navigation." 

The  engineer  chosen.  Colonel  Bernard  Romans,  arrived  at  the 
Island  August  9,  1775,  and  immediately  began  the  erection  there- 
on of  the  first  of  the  fortifications  in  the  Highlands.  Official 
reports  made  therefrom  in  that  year  are  dated  "  Fort  Constitution.'^ 

The  Province  of  ISTew  York,  unlike  most  of  the  other  Colonies, 
never  received  a  charter  from  the  British  Government.  In  this 
Province  the  Whigs,  or  as  we  prefer  to  call  them  "  Patriots," 
based  their  contention  upon  their  rights,  as  free-bom  Englishmen, 
under  the  British  Constitution.  The  "Association  "  sent  out  by 
the  Committee  of  One  Hundred  on  April  29,  1775,  and  so  gen- 
erally signed  in  this  Province,  was  in  terms  made  for  "  preserving 
our  Constitution  and  opposing  the  execution  of  the  several  arbi- 
trary Acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  until  reconciliation  between 
Great  Britain  and  America  on  constitutional  principles  can  be 
obtained."  The  Continental  Congress,  in  a  Proclamation  issued 
in  December,  1775,  said:  We  oppose  the  claim  and  exercise  of 
unconstitutional  powers  to  which  neither  the  Crown  nor  Parlia- 
19 
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ment  were  ever  entitled.  By  the  British  Constitution,  our  best 
inheritance,  rights  as  well  as  duties  descend  on  us."  So  late  as 
June  18,  1776,  "  May  the  strength  of  the  British  Constitution 
expel  the  poison  of  corruption,"  was  one  of  the  toasts  drunk  at 
an  entertainment  in  New  York,  "  given  by  our  Provincial  Con- 
gress to  his  Excellency  General  Washington  and  his  suite,  the 
General  and  Staff  Officers,  and  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the 
different  Regiments  in  and  near  this  City." 

In  England  also.  Lord  Shelbume  desired  to  have  the  war  in 
America  called  a  Constitutional  War,  There  was  in  London  a 
"  Constitutional  Society  "  which,  on  June  7,  1775,  sent  Dr.  Frank- 
lin £100  "  to  the  relief  of  the  widows,  orphans  and  aged  parents 
of  our  beloved  American  fellow-subjects,"  who  had  fallen  at  the 
battle  of  Lexington. 

As  the  fort  was  built  before  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
before  the  adoption  in  1777  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of 
ISTew  York,  and  ten  years  before  the  United  States  adopted  theirs, 
our  Island  necessarily  takes  its  name  from  the  British  Constitu- 
tion.   Those  who  built  and  named  the  fort  knew  no  other. 

Old  maps  show  a  Fort  Constitution  in  Westchester  County,  on 
Gallows  Hill  north  of  Peekskill,  and  Fort  Lee  on  the  Palisades 
in  New  J ersey  was  at  first  so  named. 

We  have  seen  above  that  the  first  mention  of  Washington  in 
any  act  or  resolution  of  'Congress  was  in  connection  with  our 
Island.  At  the  end  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  after  the  British 
had  evacuated  New  York,  and  Washington  had  bidden  farewell 
to  his  companions  in  arms  at  Fraunces'  Tavern  on  December  4, 
1783,  it  was  on  Constitution  Island  that  the  Commander-in-Chief's 
Body  Guard  were  mustered  out  of  service  on  Deceanber  20,  1783. 
So  that  in  a  certain  sense  we  may  say  that  Washington's  services 
during  the  Revolutionary  W^ar  began  and  ended  with  Constitution 
Island. 

Following  the  taking  of  Fort  Montgomery  by  the  British,  Fort 
Constitution  was  abandoned  after  firing  a  single  ineffective  volley. 
The  British  then  continued  up  the  river  unopposed  until  they 
received  news  of  Burgoyne's  surrender,  which  Schuyler's  skill  had 
made  all  but  certain  and  Arnold's  impulsive  valor  altogether  so, 
whereupon  they  retired  to  New  York.    The  Continental  forces 
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then  reoccupied  the  Highlands  and  in  the  year  following  West 
Point  was  fortified  and  thenceforth  held.  The  credit  for  "  having 
chosen  this  rock  of  our  military  salvation  "  has  by  the  ISTew  Eng- 
land writers,  as  usual,  been  claimed  for  one  of  their  popular  heroes. 
General  Israel  Putnam. 

The  facts,  however,  are  that  —  although  Romans'  original  plan 
submitted  to  the  ISTew  York  Committee,  September  14,  1775,  and 
by  them  transmitted  to  the  Continenal  Congress,  called  for  a  block- 
house and  a  battery  at  West  Point  to  the  north  and  not  far  from 
the  site  of  what  afterward  became  the  principal  work  there,  now 
known  as  Fort  Clinton  — ■  his  plan  was  at  once  condemned  by  the 
l^ew  York  Commissioners,  Bedlow,  Grenell,  Bayard  and  Lawrence, 
as  not  sufficient;  that  on  jSTovember  8,  1775,  the  Continental  Con- 
gress appointed  Eobert  R.  Livingston,  Robert  Treat  Paine  and 
John  Langdon,  a  committee  on  the  "  fortifications  upon  Pludson's 
River,"  who  reported  that  it  was  necessary  to  occupy  and  throw 
up  batteries  at  West  Point.  Captain  Boynton  says,  "  This  is  the 
first  official  recommendation  to  occupy  West  Point  (ITov.  23, 
1775)."  On  May  21,  1776,  Washington  wrote  to  Gen.  Putnam, 
then  commanding  in  iSTew  York  City,  that  he  feared  the  fortifica- 
tions in  the  Highlands  Avere  in  a  bad  situation  and  directed  him  to 
send  General,  erroneously  called  Lord,  Sterling  and  others  to 
see  and  report  such  alterations  as  may  be  judged  necessary.'' 
Putnam  sent  Sterling,  Col.  Rufus  Putnam  and  Captain  Sargeant 
on  this  errand  and  on  June  1,  Sterling  reported  to  Washington  that 
"  Every  work  on  the  Island  is  conamanded  by  the  hill  on  the  West 
Point  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  within  five  hundred  yards, 
where  there  is  a  level  piece  of  land  of  near  fifty  acres  in  extent. 
K.  redoubt  on  this  West  Point  is  absolutely  necessary  not  only  for 
the  preservation  of  Fort  Constitution,  but  for  its  own  importance 
on  many  accounts."  Gen.  Putnam  assumed  command  in  the  High- 
lands early  in  May,  1777.  On  the  1st  of  July  Washington  wrote 
him :  "  It  appears  almost  certain  to  me  that  Gen.  Howe  and  Gen. 
Burgoyne  design  if  possible  to  unite  their  attacks  and  form  a 
junction  of  their  two  armies  *  *  *  and  I  am  persuaded  if 
Gen.  Howe  is  going  up  the  river  he  will  make  a  rapid  and  vigorous 
push  to  gain  the  highland  passes."  Nor  was  this  Washington's 
only  letter  on  that  subject. 
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Putnam  did  nothing  at  West  Point.  The  British  fleet,  on 
October  6,  1777,  found  no  diificulty  in  breaking  the  chain  stretched 
across  the  river  at  Fort  Montgomery.  With  an  overwhelming  land 
force  they  then  drove  Governor  George  Clinton  and  his  brother, 
Gen.  James  Clinton,  out  of  that  position,  where  Putnam  had  left 
them  and  some  raw  militia  unsupported,  because  the  British  had 
deceived  him  into  believing  that  their  main  attack  would  fall  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  river  where  Putnam  had  stationed  and  con- 
tinued to  hold  the  regular  troops  of  the  Continental  Line. 

Shortly  after  that  disaster  and  on  December  2,  1777,  Washing- 
ton ordered  Putnam  to  employ  his  whole  force  and  all  the  means 
in  his  power  for  erecting  and  completing  works  and  obstructions 
necessary  to  defend  and  secure  the  river,  writing  at  the  same  time 
to  Gov.  Clinton.  The  latter  recommended  that  a  "  strong  fortress 
should  be  erected  at  West  Point  opposite  Fort  Constitution."  The 
minutes  of  the  Convention  of  New  York  show  that  on  J anuary  8, 
1778,  a  committee  was,  on  the  application  of  Gen.  Putnam, 
appointed  to  confer  with  him,  and  on  the  next  day  Gen.  John 
Morin  Scott,  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  reported  that  they 
had  conferred  with  Gen.  Putnam,  Gen.  James  Clinton  and  other 
military  officers;  that  there  was  a  disagreement  in  sentiment 
between  those  gentlemen  (arising  from  certain  different  facts 
alleged)  as  to  the  place  where  such  works  ought  to  be  erected," 
and  recommended  that  Commissioners  be  appointed  to  examine  the 
ground  with  the  Generals  and  other  officers  and  advise  in  fixing 
the  places  where  such  fortifications  should  be  erected."  The  Com- 
missioners thus  appointed,  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Robert  R.  Living- 
ston, Zephaniah  Piatt,  Henry  Wisner  and  John  Hathom,  reported, 
January  14,  "  that  the  most  proper  place  to  obstruct  the  navigation 
of  the  river  is  at  West  Point." 

While  it  is  true  that  shortly  thereafter,  and  before  Putnam  was 
relieved  from  command  in  the  Highlands  in  March,  1778,  the  work 
at  West  Point  was  begun  pursuant  to  the  plan  recommended  by 
the  above  named  Commissioners,  it  nowhere  appears  that  Putnam 
had  favored  West  Point  as  the  place  for  the  principal  fortress, 
and  it  does  appear  that  Gov.  George  Clinton  had,  a  month  before 
his  brother,  Gen.  James  Clinton,  was  consulted  by  the  Commis- 
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sioners,  recommended  a  strong  fortress  at  the  Point.  The  most 
that  can  be  claimed  for  Putnam  is  that  in  November,  1777,  he 
had  wi'itten  to  Washington  that  Gen.  Schuyler  and  he  were  both 
of  opinion  that  a  boom  thrown  over  at  Constituion  Island  with  a 
battery  on  both  sides  would  answer  better  than  at  Fort  Mont- 
gomery. The  real  work  at  West  Point  was  all  done  under  Put- 
nam's successors. 

Prom  1778  on,  the  Island  served  principally  to  hold  the  farther 
end  of  the  great  chain  stretched  across  the  river  from  West  Point. 
Throughout  the  Revolutionary  War  it  formed  part  of  the  estate 
of  Mrs.  Ogilvie  and  her  children  by  her  first  husband  Philip 
Philipse  (d.  1768).  Of  those  children,  one  only,  Frederick 
Philipse,  left  issue,  a  daughter  Mary,  who  married  Samuel 
Gouverneur. 

"Constitution  Island  continued  in  possession  of  the  Philipse 
family  until  ISTovember  3,  1836,  when  it  was  sold  by  Samuel 
Gouverneur  and  vsdfe  to  Henry  W.  Warner,  Esq.,  a  lawyer  from 
Long  Island.  Upon  this  island  Mr.  Warner  made  his  home,  com- 
mencing improvements  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  erecting  a 
beautiful  country  seat,  which  he  named  '  Wood  Crag '.  Constitu- 
tion Island  has  been  famous  in  modern  times  as  the  residence  of 
the  well-known  authoresses,  Susan  B.  and  Anna  B.  Warner, 
daughters  of  its  former  ovmer.  In  1850  appeared  the  celebrated 
novel  '  The  Wide,  Wide  World ',  and  its  popularity  has  been 
exceeded  by  few  works  written  in  America.  Over  300,000  copies 
of  this  book  were  sold  and  30  editions  were  issued  in  England." 
(W.  S.  Pelletreau's  History  of  Putnam  County,  1886,  p.  577.) 

Miss  Anna  Bartlett  Warner  *  is  now  living  at  West  Point,  and 
it  is  to  her  liberality  and  that  of  Mrs.  Russell  Sage  that,  subject 
to  Miss  Warner's  tenancy  for  life,  the  ISTation  is  indebted  for  the 
gift  of  the  Island,  as  part  of  the  West  Point  Military  Reser^'ation. 

A  recent  letter  from  Miss  Warner,  beside  reminding  me  that 
on  April  5,  1776,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Samuel  Chase  and  Charles 
Carroll  of  Carrollton  had,  as  a  Committee  of  Congress,  inspected 
Fort  Constitution,  goes  on  to  say : 

"  Two-thirds  of  the  old  chain  lies  in  the  depths  just  by  my  boat- 
house,  and  at  low  water  many  of  the  timbers  to  which  it  was 


•Miss  Anna  Bartlett  Warner  died  at  Highland  Falls,  near  West  Point, 
January  22,  1915,  in  her  eighty -seventh  year. 
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made  fast  can  still  be  seen.  The  central  valley  of  the  island  was  — 
is  still,  perhaps,- —  called  by  the  country  people  '  Washington's 
Parade  ground '." 

Of  the  links  of  the  great  chain  the  largest  collection  is  at  West 
Point.  There  are  several  at  Ringwood,  ISTew  Jersey,  the  country 
seat  of  the  late  Abram  S.  Hewitt,  others  at  the  Redwood  Library 
in  ISTewport,  R.  L,  two  in  the  museum  at  Stony  Point  in  Rockland 
County,  and  one  was  given  to  the  ISTew  York  Historical  Society  by 
my  brother,  the  late  Mr.  JSTicholas  Pish,  This  last  had  been  be- 
queathed by  Thurlow  Weed  to  my  father,  the  late  Hamilton  Pish, 
with  the  statement  that  his  father.  Col,  Nicholas  Fish,  had  "  aided 
in  stretching  the  chain  across  the  Hudson  River,"  In  support  of 
Mr,  Weed's  assertion  there  is  the  fact  that  in  the  autumn  of  1780 
Nicholas  Fish  was  Deputy  Adjutant  General  at  West  Point,  As 
such  it  may  then  have  fallen  to  him  to  take  the  chain  down  for 
the  winter  or  possibly  to  put  it  in  place  once  more  when  spring 
came  again.  South  of  the  chain  there  was  placed  a  boom  consist- 
ing of  massive  timbers  fastened  together  with  heavy  iron  bands 
and  of  which  the  only  known  portion  is  preserved  at  the  Hasbrouck 
House,  Washington's  headquarters,  in  JSTewburgh. 

So  exact  a  writer  as  Captain  Edward  C.  Boynton,  in  his  "  His- 
tory of  West  Point,"  fell  into  the  error  of  attributing  the  name 
Martler's  Rock  to  a  French  family  named  Martelaire,  who  re- 
sided upon  it  or  in  its  vicinity  about  the  year  1720,"  giving  as  his 
authority  William  J.  Blake's  "  History  of  Putnam  Coimty," 
Blake's  statement  is: 

"  From  the  most  accurate  information  that  we  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  this  island  was  called  after  a  Frenchman  by  the  name 
of  Martelair,  and  who,  probably,  resided  on  it  with  his  family, 
A  family  bearing  that  name  was  early  settlers  at  Murderer's 
Creek,  in  the  town  of  New  Windsor  in  Orange  County,  and  were 
murdered  by  the  Indians  about  the  year  1720.  It  may  have  been 
the  same  family  who  previously  resided  on  this  island,  or  a  branch 
of  it." 

Blake  gives  no  authority  for  this  statement.  He  wrote  from 
Cold  Spring  and  published  in  1849,  two  years  after  Samuel  W, 
Eager  had  published  at  Newburgh  his  "  Plistory  of  Orange 
County,"  and  at  page  206  quotes  from  Eager's  book,    Blake  and 
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Eager  were  close  friends  and  naembers  of  their  families  inter- 
married. In  a  paragraph  entitled  "  Murderer's  Creek/'  Eager 
says  (p.  601)  : 

"  At  the  original  erection  of  Orange  County  in  1683,  it  was 
called  Murderer's  or  Martler's  Creek.  When  the  County  was 
reorganized  in  1688,  the  name  of  Martler's  was  left  out,  and 
Murderer's  alone  retained,  in  giving  the  boundaries.  In  a  patent 
as  early  as  1694  this  creek  is  called  by  its  present  name.  Tradition 
says,  at  an  "early  period  of  the  settlement  of  this  part  of  the 
Country,  there  was  a  bloody  incident,  which  accounts  for  the 
unpleasant  and  fearful  name  of  this  creek." 

Eager  then  quotes  at  length  the  touching  tradition  of  "ISTaoman," 
which  had  been  published  by  Paulding  with  other  tales  in  1828, 
beginning  as  follows : 

"  Little  more  than  a  century  ago  the  beautiful  region  watered 
by  this  stretm  was  possessed  l3y  a  small  tribe  of  Indians,  which 
has  long  since  become  extinct,  or  incorporated  with  some  other 
savage  nation  of  the  west  Three  or  four  hundred  yards  from 
where  the  stream  discharges  itself  in  the  Hudson,  a  white  family 
of  the  name  of  Stacy,  had  established  itself." 

Paulding's  story  goes  on  to  describe  the  fate  of  the  whole  Stacy 
family,  father,  mother,  and  children,  and  their  Indian  friend 
I^aoman,  and  ends  thus: 

"  They  perished  —  how  it  is  needless  to  say  —  and  the  memory 
of  their  fate  has  been  preserved  in  the  name  of  the  pleasant 
stream,  on  whose  banks  they  lived  and  died,  which,  to  this  day,  is 
called  Murderer's  Creek." 

Eager  then  adds : 

"  If  we  were  disposed  to  question  any  part  of  the  story,  it  would 
be  the  part  relating  to  the  name  of  the  white  man,  Stacy.  This 
we  think  is  an  error,  and  ought  to  have  been  Martelair.  In  the 
earliest  mention  of  the  name  of  this  creek,  as  before  remarked, 
it  is  called  Murderer's  or  Martler's  Creek.  We  know  of  no  reason 
why  it  should  be  called  Martler's,  unless  it  was  that  that  was  the 
name  of  the  white  family  which  was  murdered  on  this  occasion ;  in 
which  case,  it  was  very  natural  to  associate  his  name  with  the' 
stream.  We  never  heard,  and  enquiry  has  been  made  of  many 
persons,  that  the  white  family  was  named  Stacy.  Mr.  Paulding 
does  not  give  the  least  intimation  where  he  obtained  the  materials 
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of  the  tradition;  if  lie  had,  we  might  have  been  better  able  to 
judge  of  its  truth  in  all  its  parts.  As  it  is  we  question  the  truth 
of  the  tradition  in  the  particular  above  mentioned. 

"  The  rock  opposite  West  Point,  on  lands  that  belonged  to  Mrs. 
Ogilvie  and  children,  which  was  fortified  in  part  by  the  Americans 
in  1775,  was  then  called  '  Martelair's  Eock  Island  '.  May  not  this 
name  have  had  some  connection  with  the  murder  ?  " 

That  is  to  say,  Eager  being  unable  in  1846-7  to  find  local  trace 
of  a  white  family  named  Stacy  who  had  been  butchered  by  Indians 
about  a  century  prior  to  1828,  infers  that  their  name  must  have 
been  Martelair,  because  in  1683  Murderer's  Creek  had  also  been 
called  Martler's  Creek,  and  suggests  that  the  old  name  of  Consti- 
tution Island  may  have  had  some  connection  with  all  this.  He,  or 
his  printer,  also  misstates  the  name  of  the  Island  in  1775,  which, 
in  the  correspondence  he  obviously  refers  to,  is  given  as  "  Marte- 
laer's  Rock  Island."  (See  Force's  American  Archives,  Fourth 
Series,  III,  902  and  1274.) 

Blake  (p'.  172)  gives  the  name  in  Revolutionary  times  as  last 
stated.  But  he  adopts  and  states  Eager's  hypothesis  as  fact,  fixes 
the  date  as  1720,  and  evolves  a  Frenchman,  named  Martelaer,  who 
probably  lived  on  our  Island  with  his  family. 

Boynton  in  dealing  with  a  minor  adjiinct  to  his  main  theme, 
follows  Blake  blindly,  and  his  well-deserved  reputation  for  accur- 
acy has  put  this  erroneous  derivation  of  the  name  into  the  records 
of  the  Military  Academy  and  of  the  War  Department,  from  which 
it  wiU  be  difiicult  to  dislodge  it. 

As  Miss  Estabrook,  the  Secretary  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
ISTewburgh  Bay  and  the  Highlands,  informed  me  some  time  ago,  the 
late  Mr.  E.  M.  Ruttenber,  than  whom  there  can  be  no  higher 
authority  on  local  names,  wrote  in  his  copy  of  Boynton's  West 
Point,  opposite  the  statement  about  Martelaire,  "  Bosh "  and 
underscored  the  word. 

ISTeither  in  the  lists  of  "  JSTew  York  Marriages,"  nor  in  the 
"  Calendar  of  Wills "  on  file  at  Albany,  nor  in  the  twenty 
odd  volumes  published  by  the  ISTew  York  Historical  Society, 
on  "Muster  Rolls,"  "Abstracts  bf  Wills,"  "Tax  Lists"  and 
"Apprentices,"  nor  elsewhere,  have  I  been  able  to  find  prior  to  the 
date  of  the  Partition  of  Philipse's  Upper  Patent  (1754),  a  trace 
of  any  person  named  Martelair,  with  or  without  the  final  "  e." 
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My  nearest  approach  was  wlien  Dr.  E.  Hagaman  Hall  informed 
me  tliat  the  printed  Minutes  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  J^ew  York,  1675-1776/'  showed  that  one  Barent  Martlers  had 
confessed  to  having  voted  in  an  aldermanic  election,  held  in  1701, 
although  under  age  and  an  apprentice.  As  Dr.  Hall  says,  "  There 
was  ballot  box  stuffing  in  the  early  days  of  the  City." 

Our  Colonial  Muster  Rolls,  1664  to  1775,  show  that  one  Peter, 
a  labourer,  born  in  Gennany  in  or  about  1728,  enlisted  more  than 
once,  in  1758  and  later  years,  in  the  levies  from  the  counties  of 
Kings,  Queens  and  Richmond.  His  surname  is  variously  given 
as  Martelaer,  Martiler,  Martler  and  Mottleir. 

In  the  French  language,  meurtre  means  murder^  while  martyr 
has  the  same  meaning  as  with  us,  and  marteleur  signifies  "  one 
who  works  with  a  hammer  at  an  anvil,"  their  word  for  hammer 
being  marteau.  As  marteleur  is  the  equivalent  of  our  smith,  it 
should  have  been  a  common  name  among  the  early  Walloon  and 
French  Huguenot  settlers.  Marteleur  has,  however,  in  French  no 
no  relation  to  martyr,  nor  yet  to  murder. 

S.  F. 

New  Yoek,  April  30,  1914. 
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During  the  past  year,  the  Society  of  the  Second  War  with  Great 
Britain  submitted  to  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preserva- 
tion Society,  through  Mr.  Henry  Harmon  IsToble  of  Essex,  ISF.  Y., 
for  approvd,  the  following  inscription  for  a  tablet  to  be  placed 
on  a  boulder  at  the  mouth  of  the  Boquet  River  in  Willsborough, 
K  Y.:    (See  plate  55.) 

(Seal  and  Scroll  of  the  Society  of  the  Second  War  with  Great  Britain  in 

the  State  of  New  York.) 
On  May  14th*,  1814,  Near  this  Spot 
At  the  Mouth  of  the  Boquet  River 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant 
RANSOM  NOBLE 
and  Officers  and  Men  of  the 
37th  Regiment,  New  York  Militia 
Under  His  Command 
Repulsed  With  Signal  Loss  to  the  Enemy 
The  Attempt  of  a  British  Boat  Party 
to  Destroy  the  Public  Stores  at 
Willsborough  Falls. 
American  Casualties:    Private  Job  Stafford, 
Severely,  and  One  other  Slightly,  Wounded. 
British  Casualties:    About  Thirty  Men 

Killed  and  Wounded. 
Officers  Known  to  Have  Been  Engaged: 
Brigadier  General  Daniel  Wright 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant  Ransom  Noble 
Major  John  Richardson  Major  Luman  Wadhams 

Adjutant  Henry  H.  Ross  Captain  Abraham  Aiken 

Captain  Jonathan  Merriam,  Jr.         Captain  Ezra  Parkhill 

Erected  1914. 

The  design  of  the  tablet  is  by  Mr.  Hugh  McLellan,  who  is  a 
graduate  in  architecture  of  the  Ecole  de  Beaux  Arts,  and  holds 
the  French  Government  diploma  in  architecture,  A.  D.  P.  G. 
(Architecte  Diplome  pour  le  Gouvernment  Frangais).    His  firm, 

*  On  the  tablet  as  originally  designed  (plate  55)  the  date  used  was  May  13, 
the  day  on  which  the  troops  were  called  out  and  began  the  defensive  movement 
which  appears  to  have  culminated  on  the  14th.  It  is  contemplated  to  change 
the  date  to  the  14th  as  preferable. 
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Dillon,  McLellan  &  Beadel,  3  West  29tli  St.,  New  York,  were  the 
designers  of  the  Champlain  Tercentenary  memorials. 

The  tablet  will  be  set  on  a  boulder  on  the  east  side  of  the  high- 
way leading  north  from  Essex  village  to  Willsborough  village  (in 
the  latter  Town)  about  midway,  two  miles  from  each  and  about 
a  third  of  a  mile  west  from  the  place  of  the  encounter. 

The  scene  of  the  engagement  has  been  identified  by  Mr,  Henry 
Harmon  ISToble  of  Essex,  IST.  Y.,  a  grandson  of  Lieut,  Col.  Com- 
mandant Eansom  ISToble,  who  deserves  credit  for  bringing  to  light 
the  facts  concerning  the  event  commemorated,  Mr.  Noble  was 
formerly  connected  with  the  office  of  the  State  Historian  at 
Albany,  E".  Y.,  and  is  well  known  for  his  painstaking  and  accurate 
historical  research. 

The  place  of  the  encounter  was  pointed  out  to  Mr,  Noble  in 
July,  1899,  by  the  late  Elbert  Eichardson  of  Willsborough,  son 
of  Major  John  Eichardson,  and  by  the  late  Edwin  E,  Chase,  M.  D., 
of  Essex,  also  a  son  of  a  participant,  Sergeant  Abraham  Chase 
of  Capt.  Abraham  Aiken's  company.  One  of  Job  Stafford's 
daughters,  now  living,  is  Barbara,  wife  of  Alpheus  A.  Morse,  of 
Essex.  Erank  Morse,  a  son,  has  pointed  out  to  Mr,  Noble  the 
exact  spot,  as  shown  to  him  by  his  uncle,  the  late  William  Stafford, 
who  was  shown  it  by  his  father  Job,  where  Job  Stafford  stood 
when  wounded.  (He  had  the  entire  calf  of  one  leg  torn  off  by  a 
cannon  ball.)  It  is  proposed  to  mark  this  spot  by  a  small  stone, 
but  the  place  is  so  far  removed  from  observation  that  the  tablet, 
if  set  there,  would  not  only  not  be  seen  generally,  but  would  also 
be  in  danger  of  being  defaced  or  destroyed  or  carried  off  by  vandals, 
so  that  it  will  be  placed  as  above  stated.  The  land  where  the 
repulse  took  place  is  owned  by  descendants  of  Colonel  Noble. 

The  tablet  commemorates  the  fact  that  on  May  13,  1814,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Commandant  Eansom  Noble  called  out  and  com- 
manded the  troops  of  the  37th  New  York  Militia,  who  on  May 
14  repulsed  at  the  mouth  at  the  Boquet  Eiver  the  attempt  of  a 
British  boat  party  (coming  from  the  unsuccessful  attempt  to 
destroy  Commodore  Macdonough's  ships  then  building  at  Vergen- 
nes,  Vt.)  to  destroy  the  public  stores  at  Willsborough  Falls.  The 
mouth  of  the  Boquet  Eiver  is  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain  about  18  miles  south  of  Valcour  Island.    This  spot  is  near 
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where  Gen.  Burgoyne  and  his  army  landed  June  21,  1777  (on 
his  way  to  the  fateful  Saratoga  battle),  and  issued  the  proclama- 
tion which  was  called  the  "  Boquet  Order."  This  order  offered 
"  peace  and  pardon  to  all  who  would  return  to  their  allegiance 
to  the  King  and  threatening  all  others  with  every  terror  of  Indian 
warfare." 

Some  years  ago  Mr.  Xoble  was  informed  by  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  War  Department  records  that  those  records  contained  no 
mention  of  the  services  of  the  37th  Regiment  of  ISTew  York  Militia 
at  the  Boquet  River,  May  13,  1814.  The  reason  why  the  muster 
rolls  of  the  State  Militia  in  service  in  the  War  of  1812—15  are 
in  the  custody  of  the  War  Department  at  Washington  is  that  these 
troops  were,  or  were  supposed  to  have  been,  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  being  so  mustered  they  were 
paid  by  the  general  government,  which  retained  the  rolls  as 
vouchers  for  the  payments. 

The  fact  that  the  Boquet  River  rolls  are  not  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment indicates  that  the  men,  being  hastily  summoned  in  an  emer- 
gency, were  not  mustered  into  the  United  States  service,  and 
probably  were  never  paid  for  this  eminently  patriotic  and  useful 
service.  Mr.  JToble  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  search  for  evidence 
in  the  records  of  the  Pension  Bureau  and  in  depositions  or  public 
records  other  than  those  of  the  War  Department,  and  the  conclu- 
sive evidence  which  he  found  is  given  herewith. 

Following  is  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Daniel  Wright, 
commanding  the  40th,  or  Essex  County,  Brigade  of  ISTew  York 
Militia,  to  Governor  Daniel  D.  Tompkins.  The  original  was  de- 
stroyed in  the  State  Library  fire  in  1911 : 

Essex,  May  15,  1814. 

To  his  Excellency  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  the  British 
Flotilla  consisting  of  One  Brig  of  twenty  guns,  six  Sloops  & 
Schooners  &  ten  Row-gallies  appeared  on  this  side  of  the  lines 
on  Wednesday  last.  Owing  to  a  southwardly  wind,  they  did  not 
pass  this  Village  until  Friday  evening  about  sun-set,  &  came  to 
anchor  off  split  rock  for  the  night.  Previous  to  which  one  of  the 
Row  gallies  chased  a  small  boat  into  the  river  Boquet,  but  being 
inclined  not  to  pursue  her  up  the  river  they  landed  at  the  farm 
of  Aaron  Fairchild  Esq.  &  plundered  the  proprietor  to  a  consider- 
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able  amount.  Early  the  next  morning  a  number  of  the  Enemy's 
Row  gallies  attacked  tbe  Fort  at  the  mouth  of  Otter's  Creek,  where 
Commodore  McDonough  is  preparing  his  squadron,  but  there  met 
with  such  a  reception  as  to  induce  them  to  put  about. 

I  residing  some  distance  from  this  village,  &  not  being  promptly 
informed  of  the  appearance  of  the  Enemy,  Lt.  Col.  Nobles 
anticipated  my  wishes  by  ordering  out  the  Militia  from  a  number 
of  adjacent  towns,  who  collected  and  were  formed  about  a  mile 
in  the  rear  of  this  village  about  noon  yesterday,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  British  came  too  off  the  same  place,  when  the  Commodore 
dispatched  an  officer  with  a  flag  demanding  the  surrender  of  a 
small  sloop  belonging  to  Mr.  Wm.  D.  Ross  which  had  been 
launched  two  days  previous,  but  which  had  fortunately  been  con- 
veyed to  the  southward  of  the  Fort  at  Otter  Creek.  On  receiving 
this  assurance  from  one  of  the  magistrates  he  departed  for  the 
Brig.  Immediately  after  which,  the  whole  fleet  directed  their 
course  to  the  North.  About  three  o'clock  three  of  the  Enemy's 
Row  gallies  passed  up  the  river  Boquet,  &  landed  at  the  falls,  where 
after  demanding  the  public  property  (which  had  been  timely  con- 
veyed to  a  distance)  &  learning  that  the  Militia  were  in  force  a 
few  miles  distant  &  were  on  the  march  to  intercept  their  retreat, 
they  precipitately  embarked  in  their  boats  and  made  for  the  Lake. 
On  ascertaining  that  the  Enemy  were  shaping  their  course  towards 
the  mouth  of  the  River  Lt.  Col.  Nobles  directed  his  march  towards 
that  point  &  I  approving  of  his  plan  of  operation,  I  directed  him 
to  cross  the  wood  &  post  his  men  on  the  bank  of  the  River,  which 
was  done  with  the  greatest  promptness,  in  time  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  one  of  the  Enemy's  gallies,  the  crew  of  which  were  so 
disabled  as  to  oblige  them  to  hoist  a  flag  of  distress  when  a  Sloop 
came  to  their  assistance  &  towed  her  off. 

It  would  be  invidious  to  distinguish  particular  officers  and 
soldiers  who  acted  in  this  encounter.  With  pleasure  I  can  assure 
you  that  every  man  engaged  conducted  himself  with  the  cool 
deliberation  of  a  veteran.  In  this  skirmish  we  had  only  two  men 
wounded,  one  severely,  the  other  slightly. 

I  hope  and  expect  that  Commodore  McDonough  will  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days  be  able  to  assume  the  command  of  the  Lake 
which  will  relieve  the  anxiety  of  the  inhabitants  on  its  borders. 

With  great  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  very  hum.  Servt., 

Daniel  Weight,  B.  G. 
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Following  are  affidavits  of  Major  John  Richardson  and  Job 
Stafford  on  file  in  the  United  States  Pension  Bureau.  They  were 
made  in  support  of  claims  for  bounty  land  which  were  allowed: 

State  of  ^S'ew  York,  \ 
Essex  County.  j 

John  Richardson,  of  Willsborough,  in  said  county  being  duly 
sworn,  saith  that  deponent  is  73  years  old  and  resides  in  Wills- 
borough  aforesaid  and  resided  there  during  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain  and  up  to  the  present  time,  and  deponent  is  well 
acquainted  with  Ransom  Noble  of  Essex,  knew  him  in  1812.  That 
in  A.  D.  1814,  deponent  was  Major  in  the  37th  Regiment  of  New 
York  Militia.  That  on  or  about  the  13th  day  of  May,  1814,  said 
37th  Regiment  or  a  portion  of  them  were  called  out  and  mustered 
into  service  at  the  mouth  of  Boquet  River  in  said  town  of  Wills- 
borough  formerly  called  Gilliland's  Creek,  and  deponent  was  on 
duty  and  in  actual  service  in  command  of  said  Regiment  during 
three  days  including  time  spent  on  duty  as  Major  in  mustering 
said  forces  together  and  that  engagement  and  collision  of  arms 
was  had  between  said  forces  and  a  portion  of  the  British  fleet 
that  sailed  up  the  mouth  of  said  creek  in  which  one  Job  Stafford 
was  wounded  and  deponent  knows  that  said  Ransom  Noble  was  at 
that  time  and  place  in  command  of  said  Regiment  and  forces 
then  mustered  in  actual  duty  and  commanded  said  Regiment  as 
Colonel  of  same,  and  served  as  such  Colonel  three  days  - —  in 
mustering  and  marching  said  forces  to  the  mouth  of  said  creek  and 
in  commanding  them  there  until  disbanded. 

And  deponent  further  saith  that  in  the  year  1813  deponent  was 
Captain  of  a  Company  of  New  York  Militia  and  detached  for 
service  in  Willsborough  and  vicinity  and  was  on  duty  in  command 
of  said  Company  as  Captain  during  some  three  months  at  Chateau- 
gay  in  Franklin  County,  and  deponent  knows  that  said  Ransom 
Noble  was  at  that  time  a  Major  in  command  of  a  Regiment  of 
New  York  Militia  mustered  into  service  at  that  place  and  was  on 
duty  as  a  Major  at  said  Chateaugay  and  French  Mills  during 
some  tAvo  months ;  and  deponent  also  knows  of  said  Noble  l)eing 
out  on  diity  and  in  command  at  other  times  and  places  in  said 
last  war  not  desired  to  be  mentioned  particularly  here,  and 
deponent  has  received  bounty  land  warrants  of  80  acres  each  for 
his  own  services  rendered  by  him,  the  numbers  and  dates  of  which 
are  not  remembered,  further  saith  not. 

Joim  RiCITARDSON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before 
me  this  28th  day  of  May,  1857. 

Michael  H.  Stowek, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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State  of  ISTew  York,  \ 
Essex  County.  j 

J ob  Stafford  of  Willsborrough  in  said  Couuty  being  duly  sworn 
saith  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  Eansom  Noble  of  Essex  in 
said  County  and  known  him  to  be  the  identical  Eansom  Noble 
whose  application  for  Bounty  laiid  under  act  of  March  3rd  1855, 
'No.  217278  is  now  pending;  and  deponent  further  says  that  he 
was  a  private  in  the  company  of  Captain  Ezra  Parkill  of  Essex 
aforesaid  New  York  Militia;  and  deponent  was  called  out  with 
said  company  about  the  first  of  August  1813,  and  marched  with 
said  company  from  Essex  to  Plattsburgh,  and  was  on  duty  in 
actual  service  in  said  company  some  6  or  7  days ;  and  deponent 
knows  that  said  Ransom  Noble  was  on  duty  at  same  time  as  Colonel 
of  the  37th  Regiment  of  New  York  Militia  of  which  said  Parkills 
Company  was  a  part,  and  was  in  actual  service  commanding  said 
Regiment  at  Plattsburgh  at  the  time  deponent  was  on  duty  as  above 
stated;  that  said  Noble  marched  with  said  Regiment  from  Essex 
to  Plattsburgh  and  back,  and  that  said  Plattsburgh  is  distant  from 
Essex  about  33  miles.  And  deponent  further  says  that  in  1814 
in  May,  about  the  13th  day,  deponent  was  also  called  out  with  said 
company  and  was  in  actual  duty  and  under  orders  in  said  company 
of  Capt.  Parkill  at  the  mouth  of  the  Boquet  River,  formerly  called 
Gilliland's  Creek,  in  Willsborough  in  said  County  and  was  on  duty 
on  said  occasion  two  days  at  which  time  a  portion  of  the  British 
fleet  came  to  the  mouth  of  said  river  and  there  was  an  engagement 
and  collision  of  arms  between  the  New  York  forces  of  militia 
mustered  at  said  Creek  and  said  boats  of  British  fleet  and  in  which 
engagement  deponent  was  wounded  by  a  three  pound  cannon  ball 
shot  from  one  of  the  guns  on  said  boats,  and  for  which  deponent 
now  draws  a  pension  of  $96  per  year,  deponent  being  af  this 
time  75  years  of  age.  And  deponent  knows  that  said  Ransom 
Noble  was  also  colonel  of  said  Regiment  and  forces  so  mustered 
and  called  out  at  said  Creek  and  was  on  duty  and  actually  in  com- 
mand of  said  forces  at  said  Creek  during  three  days,  including  his 
time  and  services  in  calling  out  said  forces  and  taking  measures  to 
procure  arms  and  ammunition;  and  that  said  Noble  in  the  per- 
formance of  such  services  traveled  from  Essex  to  said  Creek  and 
back,  in  all  about  ten  miles.    Eurther  saith  not. 

Job.  Staffokd. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before 
me  this  28th  day  of  May,  1857. 

Michael  M.  Stowek, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Following  is  a  copy  of  a  Regimental  Alarm  Order,  the  original 
of  which  is  in  possession  of  Mrs.  E.  R.  Chase  of  Essex,  daughter 
of  Major  Richardson.  The  place  of  rendezvous  mentioned  therein 
is  still  called  "  Rogers'  Corners." 

You  are  hereby  required  forthwith  to  repair  equipped  to  the 
house  of  Nathaniel  Rogers,  in  Essex,  to  join  your  regiment  to 
repel  invasion. 

By  order  of  Col.  R.  Noble, 

H.  H.  Ross,  Adjutant. 

Maj.  Jno.  Richardson. 

The  foregoing  is  addressed  and  endorsed : 

Colonel  R.  Noble 
Order 

Maj.  Jno.  Richardson,  Willsboro. 

Among  the  military  papers  of  his  grandfather  in  possession  of 
Henry  Harmon  Noble  are  the  following  receipts  for  arms  issued: 

Essex  13th  May  1814. 

Reed.  Co.  R.  Noble  twenty  two  Stand  of  arms  which  I  am  to 
Return  when  called  for. 

EzEA  Pakkhill. 

Essex  13th  May  1814. 

Reed,  of  Col.  R.  Noble  twenty  six  Stand  of  arms  which  I  am  to 
return  when  Called  for. 

Jonathan  Mekiam,  Jr. 
1  Gunn  &c  at  N.  Nichols  Capt.  Abm.  Aiins  Jr.  has  taken 

1  Gunn  at  Wm.  D.  Ross  four  Stand  of  Arms  which  is 

not  receipted  for.  L.  Wadhams. 

The  original  of  the  following  letter  from  Major  General  Benja- 
min Mooers,  commanding  the  3d  Division  of  New  York  Militia, 
to  Col.  Ransom  Noble,  is  in  possession  of  Mr.  Henry  Harmon 
Noble.  It  is  evidently  in  reply  to  one  from  Col.  Noble  apprizing 
Gen.  ]\[ooers  of  the  affair  at  the  mouth  of  the  Boquet  River : 

Plattsburgh  May  15,  1814. 

Sir :  Yours  by  Judge  Stower  I  have  just  received  and  have  given 
an  order  on  the  A.C.M.S.*    Stores  for  the  Ammunition  men- 


*Assistant  Commissary  of  Military  Stores. —  H.  H.  N. 
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tioned  —  I  approve  of  your  calling  out  tlie  militia  which  however 
should  be  dismissed  as  soon  as  possible  and  no  more  kept  out  than 
is  absolutely  necessary  at  the  time  of  the  invasion.  I  waited  on 
Gl.  Izard  who  is  the  Commanding  Genl.  to  know  if  it  was  neces- 
sary the  militia  should  be  called  out  he  then  thought  it  was  not 
not  knowing  the  point  the  Enemy  might  land  at  —  be  particulai  to 
have  removed  all  public  property  from  the  grasp  of  the  Enemy 

I  am  yours, 

Benj.  Mooees. 

Col.  Noble 

P.  S.    I  send  all  paper  I  can  get  track  of  at  Greens. 

Another  document  of  interest  in  possession  of  Mr.  Noble,  is  the 
following  letter  from  Thomas  Stower: 

21st  May  1814. 

Sir :  I  have  at  my  house  one  hundred  cartidge  boxes,  one 
hundred  bayenit  belts  &  sabbards  50  canteens  and  have  an  order 
for  one  hundred  guns  which  are  at  Bosworths  in  good  order  2 
boxes  Cattridges  one  Qt.  Cask  Cannon  powder  six  pounds  Rifle 
powder  200  flints  a  3  pounder  and  some  Round  shot  are  at  this 
place  I  should  recommend  to  send  for  the  arms  soon. 

I  remain  your  obt. 

Thos.  Stowee. 

Col  Noble. 

Commodore  Macdonough,  writing  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Na^  y, 
from  Vergennes,  Vt.,  May  18,  1814,  concerning  the  attack  on 
Port  Cassin,  as  quoted  in  Niles'  Weekly  Register,  volume  VI, 
page  214,  says : 

"  I  omitted  stating  in  my  letter  of  the  14th  that  the  enemy  had 
two  fine  row-boats  shot  adrift  from  their  gallies  in  action  with  the 
battery,  which,  in  their  precipitate  retreat  were  left,  and  picked 
up  by  us. 

"  I  have  since  learned,  that  in  other  parts  of  the  lake,  they  are 
much  cut  up  by  the  militia.  Two  of  their  gallies  in  passing  up  a 
small  river  on  the  New  York  side,  had  nearly  all  their  men  killed 
and  wounded." 

Niles'  Weekly  Register,  volume  VI,  page  222,  contains  the  fol- 
lowing reference  to  the  encounter : 

"  Retiring  up  Champlain,  after  the  late  unsuccessful  attack  at 
Otter  creek,  the  British  committed  some  depredations  near  the 
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mouth  of  Boquet  river,  one  of  their  barges  was  cut  oft'  by  the 
militia  and  every  man  on  board  (about  30)  killed  or  wounded 
except  one.    We  had  only  one  man  slightly  wounded." 

The  Northern  Sentinel,  jjublished  at  Burling-ton,  Vt.,  on  Friday, 
May  20,  18 li,  a  file  of  which  is  in  the  Fletcher  Free  Library  at 
Burlington,  contains  the  following  account : 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant,  the  enemies  fleet  com- 
menced a  heavy  spirited  fire  on  our  batteries  at  the  mouth  of 
Otter  Creek  river  Vergennes.  Commander  Macdonough  came 
down  the  river  with  his  new  sloop  of  war  and  several  of  his 
gallies,  and  in  one  hour  the  enemy  were  compelled  to  retreat  with- 
out our  losing  a  man  or  suffering  the  least  injury.  Same  day 
nine  of  the  enemies  gallies  entered  the  mouth  of  the  Boquet  river 
Willsborough  two  proceeded  up  the  landing  near  stone  mill 
plundered  and  stole  several  articles  from  the  inhabitants.  The 
principal  suffers  who  were  plundered  by  the  enemy  are  Messrs. 
Daniel  Bowley  (Rowley)  Bille  Blinn  Frederick  B  Reuben  and 
George  Tharp.  The  militia  having  been  previously  called  out, 
arrived  on  the  bank,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  in  season  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  one  of  the  gallies  and  opened  a  destructive  fire,  which 
killed  and  wounded  about  thirty,  all  her  crew  except  one.  On  our 
side  one  slightly  wounded.  After  which  the  enemy  landed  at 
Skyler's  island.  There  buried  her  dead  and  has  since  left  our 
waters.  It  is  told  on  good  authority  that  two  or  three  of  her  gallies 
have  returned  in  the  night  and  are  stationed  near  South  Island." 

The  Alexandria  (Va.)  Herald  of  June  1,  1814,  contained  the 
following  paragraph : 

Few  York,  May  28. 
From  Lake  Champlain.  We  learn  from  a  gentleman  passenger 
in  the  Steam  Boat  this  morning,  that  after  the  affair  at  Otter 
Creek  with  com.  M'Donough,  the  British  made  an  attack  upon  the 
iST.  York  side  of  the  lake,  at  what  is  called  the  iron  works,  and 
were  repulsed  by  the  militia,  with  a  loss  of  about  40  killed  and 
wounded.  Com.  M'Donough  with  his  fleet  has  sailed  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy. 

And  lastly  we  may  quote  Benson  J.  Lossing's  account  of  the 
battle,  at  page  855  of  his  Pictorial  Field  Book  of  the  War  of 
1812  ": 

"  On  the  9th  May  1814  General  Izard  was  informed  that  the 
enemy  were  in  motion  below.    Captain  Bring,  of  the  Royal  JSTavy, 
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was  moving  up  tlie  Sorel  in  the  brig  Linnet  as  his  flag-ship,  accom- 
panied by  five  armed  sloops  and  thirteen  rovp-galleys.  On  the 
following  day  he  anchored  his  flotilla  behind  Providence  Island, 
in  Lake  Champlain,  where  he  remained  until  the  13th  May  pre- 
paring for  an  attack  on  the  American  flotilla,  then  nearly  ready 
for  sea  at  Vergennes,  in  Vermont,  at  the  head  of  the  navigation 
of  Otter  Creek.*  Captain  MacDonough,  who  was  in  command  of 
the  little  squadron,  was  apprised  of  this  movement,  and  sent 
Lieutenant  Cassin,  with  a  party  of  seamen,  to  re-inforce  Captain 
Thoniton,  who  had  been  ordered  from  Burling-ton  with  a  detach- 
ment of  light  artillery  to  man  a  battery  of  seven  12-pounders  on 
sea  carriages  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  Governor  Chittenden 
also  ordered  out  a  brigade  of  Vermont  militia  to  oppose  the  threat- 
ened invasion;  and  when,  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  eight  of 
Pring's  galleys  and  a  bomb-sloop  anchored  off  the  mouth  of  the 
creek,  they  found  ample  preparations  for  their  reception.  A  brisk 
fire  was  opened  from  the  battery.  It  was  answered  from  the 
water,  and  for  more  than  an  hour  a  cannonade  was  kept  up,  when 
the  British  vessels  were  driven  off.  They  then  entered  the 
Bouquet  River  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  flour  at  the  falls  of 
that  stream.  On  their  return  they  were  compelled  to  run  the 
gauntlet  of  a  shower  of  bullets  from  some  militia  who  had  hastily 
assembled.  Many  of  the  British  were  killed  and  wounded.  Foiled 
and  disheartened,  Pring  returned  to  Isle  aux  Noix  a  wiser  man, 
for  he  had  learned  that  even  in  Vermont,  whose  governor  was  a 
zealous  member  of  the  "  Peace  Party  "  the  people  were  ready  to 
fight  the  common  enemy  anywhere.  A  few  days  afterward  Mac- 
donough  sailed  out  the  creek  with  his  flotilla,  and  anchored  it  in 
Cumberland  Bay,  off  Plattsburg. 

*  The  flotilla  then  at  Vergennes  consisted  of  the  following  vessels:  1  ship 
of  26  guns,  1  schooner  of  20  guns,  2  sloops  of  8,  6  row-galleys  of  2,  and  4 
gun-boats  of  1  each. 
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PINE  ROCK.  NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 
The  Passing  of  a  Connecticut  Rock  Shelter 


By  GEORGE  GRANT  MAC  CURDY 


Of  the  several  dozen  rock  shelters  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
that  at  Pine  Rock  in  Highwood,  a  suburb  of  ISTew  Haven,  was  in 
many  respects  the  most  important.  In  addition  to  its  occupancy 
by  the  Indians,  it  has  an  interesting  geological  history. 

To  the  tens  of  thousands  who  annually  attend  the  games  at 
Yale  Field,  West  Eock  is  a  familiar  feature.  Because  of  its 
proximity  to  the  main  artery  of  travel  bet:\veen  New  York  and 
I  Boston,  East  Rock  is  known  to  even  gi-eater  numbers.  These  are 
only  two  of  Xew  Haven's  four  rocks.  They  form  two  of  the 
principal  parks.  The  other  two,  though  smaller  and  in  private 
hands,  add  to  the  grandeur  of  'New  Haven's  natural  setting.  They 
rise  from  the  plain  between  and  are  so  related  to  the  two  greater 
rocks  as  to  form  with  these  a  series  of  four  convenient  stepping 
stones  for  the  Sleeping  Giant  "  of  Mount  Carmel  were  he  to  wake 
from  his  long  sleep.  The  na]ncs  of  the  four  rocks  in  succession 
are  East  Rock,  Mill  Rock,  Pine  Rock  and  West  Rock. 

The  Rock  Shelter  foi-merly  known  as  the  "  Cave  "  was  on  the 
southern  face  of  Pine  Rock.  (See  contour  map  plate  67,  fig.  1.) 
J.  W.  Barber,t  gives,  perhaps,  the  first  published  account  of  it: 

"  At  the  base  of  this  rock  there  was  formerly  a  cave  well  known 
to  the  inhabitants  of  New  Haven  as  '  E ry's  Cave ',  so  called  from 
being  first  occupied  by  a  family  of  that  name,  who  retained 
possession  of  it  for  several  years.  In  front  of  this  cave  there  was 
a  small  patch  of  groxind  which  they  converted  into  a  neat  garden. 
They  obtained  a  subsistence  principally  by  money  received  from 
those  who  visited  their  habitation,  and  by  begging.  The  family 
of  Frys  left  tlie  cave  in  1826,  and  its  next  occupants  were  a  colored 

*  Now  being  beheaded  by  the  Connecticut  Trap  Eock  Co. 
tITistory  and  Antitiuitifs  of  New  JTavcn,  Conn.    New  ITiivcn,  1831.  The 
location  of  "  Fry's  Cav€  "  is  indicated  on  Barber's  map. 
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man  and  his  wife,  named  McDaniel.  These  two  persons  lived 
in  this  cave  about  a  year,  supporting  themselves  by  making 
baskets,  but  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mac  (as  he  was  com- 
monly called)  the  cave  was  deserted.  The  falling  of  rocks  from 
above  has  ruined  the  habitation  and  garden,  which  now  has  the 
appearance  of  a  heap  of  rubbish." 

Mrs.  Ehoda  Wolcutt  of  729  Dixwell  Avenue,  still  living  at  the 
age  of  92,  is  able  to  supplement  Barber's  account.  She  remembers 
when  "  Mac  "  and  "  Clo  "  lived  in  the  Cave.  When  her  father, 
Chester  Ailing,  killed  game  he  used  to  send  some  of  it  by  his 
little  daughter  Ehoda,  as  a  gift  to  the  old  colored  pair.  Mrs. 
Wolcutt  says  she  was  very  fond  of  going  to  the  Cave,  and  often 
stayed  with  Mac,  who  was  an  invalid,  while  Clo  went  of  errands 
or  was  away  to  do  a  day's  washing.  They,  or  some  one  before 
them,  had  built  up  an  artificial  front  to  the  cave.  Within  there 
were  a  board  floor,  cupboard,  two  or  three  chairs,  and  a  table; 
but  there  was  no  stove,  only  a  rude  fireplace  with  stones  for  and- 
irons, and  no  chimney.  The  place  was  perfectly  dry;  and  accord- 
ing to  Mrs.  Wolcutt,  the  inmates  "  really  lived  like  folks."  Finally, 
Mac  died;  and  Clo,  feeling  that  she  could  not  live  there  alone, 
departed,  but  not  until  after  she  had  pulled  down  the  artificial 
front.  Another  colored  man  aud  his  wife  came  and  took  posses- 
sion of  the  cave  for  a  time,  although  they  never  made  any  attempt 
to  rebuild  the  front,  finding  evidently  that  the  cave  met  their 
needs  well  enough  just  as  it  was. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Farnham  (brother  of  the  last  owner  of  the  Cave), 
who  has  lived  at  the  Farnham  homestead  on  Crescent  street  for 
sixty-four  years,  says  that  the  last  occupant  of  the  Cave,  Indian 
George,  continued  to  live  there  until  about  1856.  Indian  George, 
who  had  "  distinctly  Indian  features,"  lived  there  alone  for  years 
as  hunter  and  trapper  with  only  the  additional  protection  that  a 
brush  front  to  the  cave  afforded. 

The  first  geological  description  of  Pine  Rock  is  from  the  pen 
of  James  Gates  Percival  * : 

"  Crossing  an  isthmus  of  the  l^ew  Haven  and  Hamden  plain  at 
the  passage  of  the  Farmington  Canal,  we  met  a  similar  dike-like 
range,  that  of  Pine  Rock,  directed  W.S.W.  towards  the  S.E.  point 


*  Report  on  the  geology  of  tlie  State  of  Conn.    New  Haven,  1842. 
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of  West  Eock,  Tliis  forms  a  nearly  straight  ridge,  occupied  in 
its  eastern  part  by  a  higher,  more  uniform  line  of  trap,  abrupt  to 
the  South,  where  it  apparently  sinks  below  the  level  of  tho 
adjoining  plain,  and  bordered  on  the  North  by  a  highly  inclined 
mass  of  indurated  (Porphyroid)  sand  stone." 

Percival  makes  no  mention  of  the  Cave,  or  the  sandstone  forma- 
tion on  the  south,  which  had  been  removed  by  nature  to  form  it. 
The  next  notable  contribution  to  the  geology  of  Pine  Rock  was 
by  Professor  James  D.  Dana.f  Pine  Rock,  like  all  the  rocks  pre- 
viously mentioned,  is  composed  chiefly  of  trap.  According  to  Dana 
the  width  of  the  principal  mass  of  trap  (plate  6Y)  at  Pine  Rock 
is  300  feet,  making  it  "  one  of  the  widest  dike's."  The  dip  of  the 
dike  is  50°  to  55°  northwestward,  giving  to  the  protecting  wall 
of  the  Cave  an  incline  of  35°  to  40°  from  vertical.  A  section  of 
the  dike  and  the  sandstone  abutting  on  each  side  before  denudation 
took  place  is  seen  in  plate  67,  figure  2 ;  while  a  section  through  the 
Cave  is  reproduced  in  plate  67,  figure  4.  Both  Dana  and  Barrell 
believe  that  seashore  waves  and  breakers  were  the  chief  agent  in 
the  removal  of  the  sandstone  on  the  south  side,  thus  resulting  in 
the  formation  of  the  Cave.  The  surface  of  the  overhanging  wall 
of  trap  was  of  fine  texture  and  fissured,  showing  that  it  cooled 
in  contact  with  the  sandstone. 

The  maximum  overhang  of  the  wall  of  trap  was  fifteen  to  twenty 
feet  and  the  habitable  portion  of  tho  Cave  extended  for  at  least 
one  hundred  feet  along  the  rock.  It  was  a  dry  and  sunny  shelter, 
facing  the  southeast.  Since  being  vacated  by  Indian  George,  Pine 
Rock  and  its  Cave  had  been  visited  by  many  classes  in  geology, 
but  no  one  suspected  that  it  had  been  an  Indian  habitation. 

Prior  to  1910,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Woodcock,  of  Highwood, 
local  collectors  of  Indian  relics,  had  noted  the  presence  of  quartz 
and  other  chips  on  the  surface.  The  City  having  failed  to  take 
advantage  of  an  opportunity  to  buy  Pine  Rock  at  a  reasonable 
price  for  park  purposes,  it  was  recently  partitioned  among  three 
or  four  local  concerns  that  exploit  trap  rock.  That  part  contain- 
ing the  Cave  fell  to  the  lot  of  A.  IST.  Farnham.  When  he  began 
in  1910  to  remove  the  talus  from  the  Cave,  preparatory  to  blasting 
away  the  overhanging  mass  of  rock,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodcock  not 

t  On  the  four  rocks  of  tlie  New  Haven  region.    New  Haven,  1891. 
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only  establistied  beyond  a  doubt  tbe  presence  of  a  relic-bearing 
deposit,  but  were  also  able  to  gather  nearly  a  hundred  specimens, 
■chiefly  stone  implements.  They  found  a  considerable  quantity  of 
pottery  fragments,  but  saved  only  a  few  pieces.  Meanwhile  other 
local  collectors,  and  even  Mr.  Farnham's  workmen,  were  reaping  an 
archeological  harvest ;  a  number  of  important  specimens  were  also 
secured  by  the  owner. 

The  gradual  spoliation  of  the  Cave  continued  over  a  period  of 
perhaps  two  years,  until  on  October  18,  1912,  Mr.  E.  C.  Wood- 
cock, of  'New  J ersey,  representing  the  Maltzyme  Company,  called 
at  the  Museum  to  notify  me.  He  had  met  the  Woodcocks  of  High- 
wood  and  by  them  had  been  told  of  the  Cave  and  the  finds  made 
there.  That  same  afternoon  I  visited  the  Cave  to  find  it  practi- 
cally emptied.  Near  the  east  end  were  still  to  be  seen  a  good  many 
sea  shells  and  fragments  of  bones.  With  Mr.  Farnham's  permis- 
sion, Messrs.  Bostwick  and  Darby  of  the  Museum  staff  were  de- 
tailed by  Prof.  Schuchert  to  assist  me  in  gathering  faunal  and  other 
specimens  from  the  kitchen  refuse  still  remaining.  In  the  search, 
continuing  over  a  period  of  some  three  days,  several  stone  imple- 
ments were  found.  Cart  loads  of  shells,  broken  bones,  ashes  and 
black  earth  had  already  been  removed,  most  of  it  going  to  Mr. 
Farnham's  market  gardens. 

The  condition  of  the  Cave  on  the  occasion  of  my  first  visit  is 
shown  in  plate  71.  A  few  stone  relics  were  picked  up  by  the 
Museum  staff  in  the  unremoved  talus  at  the  right.  Evidence  of 
progress  in  the  blasting  away  of  the  overhanging  trap  rock  is  seen 
in  the  upper  left-hand  corner.  The  man  stands  on  the  sand  bench, 
which  served  as  a  floor  for  the  Indian  habitation  and  which  is  on 
the  same  level  as  the  adjoining  cultivated  fields.  A  search  of  the 
field  immediately  in  front  of  the  shelter  failed  to  reveal  Indian 
relics.  Mr.  W.  H.  Farnham,  however,  has  a  collection  of  more 
than  a  hundred  specimens,  including  some  fine  tomahawks  and  a 
gouge,  gathered  by  him  in  foraier  years  from  fields  adjacent  to 
the  Cave ;  and  the  Woodcocks  had  previously  found  many  artifacts 
in  the  field  to  the  northeast  of  Pine  Eock  near  the  head  of  Beaver 
Brook. 

According  to  Professors  Dana  and  Barrell,  during  an  inter- 
glacial  epoch  the  sea  wore  away  the  sandstone,  thus  undercutting 
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the  trap  cliff  and  leaving  the  overhanging  shelter.  The  last  glacia- 
tion  swept  away  all  the  talus,  and  upon  its  retreat  the  overflowing 
waters  deposited  the  sand  and  gravel  plains  on  which  ISTew  Haven 
is  largely  built;  the  one  at  Pine  Eock  is  some  75  feet  above  the 
present  level  of  the  sea.  After  the  retreat  of  the  ice  (no  one  knov^s 
how  long  after,  the  record  having  been  destroyed),  the  Eed  Men 
came  and  made  the  shelter  a  home  evidently  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time.  The  principal  deposit  they  left  was  exposed  to 
view  only  after  a  talus  covering  of  considerable  thickness  had  been 
removed  for  road-making  purposes. 

Copper  coins  bearing  the  following  dates  were  found  on  the 
surface  at  the  Cave  by  Carlo  Davio:  1734,  Georgius  II  Eex; 
1787;  1802,  one  cent,  IT.  S. ;  and  1812,  one  cent. 

Another  surface  find  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  A.  IST.  Farn- 
ham,  is  a  large  stone  slab  bearing  the  following  incised  inscrip- 
tion*:  I  X  B  1763,  I  Forward  1753,  Thomas  Williams  1753, 
John  Pell,  Jeffrey  Smith  1754,  W.  Williams,  Ezra  L'hommedieu. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodcock  insist  that  there  was  a  thick 
solid  layer  of  black  earth  and  ashes  resting  on  the  sand  beach. 
This  layer  contained  many  artifacts  and  a  number  of  waterworn 
pebbles  of  various  shapes  and  sizes  carried  there  by  the  Indians 
and  for  the  most  part  bearing  marks  of  utilization ;  but  very  few 
angular  pieces  (talus)  of  trap  were  encountered.  Above  was  a 
deposit  of  talus  mixed  with  more  or  less  black  earth  and  ashes, 
in  which  artifacts  were  likewise  found. 

If  their  observation  was  correct,  one  of  two  conclusions  may  be 
drawn:  (1)  The  Indians  came  there  so  soon  after  the  glacial 
retreat  that  a  talus  formation  had  not  yet  encroached  upon  the 
floor  of  the  Cave;  or  (2)  finding  talus  there,  they  removed  it. 
Had  they  taken  up  their  abode  on  the  talus  covering,  some  black 
earth  and  ashes  would  have  sifted  through  to  the  sand  bench,  but 
hardly  enough  to  produce  the  effect  of  a  deposit  comparatively 
free  from  talus;,  the  presence  of  artifacts  near  the  sand  bench 
would  be  even  more  difficult  to  explain. 

In  front  of  the  most  protected  part  of  the  shelter  and  near  the 
top  of  the  black  layer  were  two  or  three  wagon  loads  of  shells. 


*  The  commas  do  not  appear  on  the  original. 
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Farther  to  the  east  were  heaps  of  bones  of  favorite  game  animals, 
chiefly  the  Virginia  deer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodcock  estimated  the 
thickness  of  the  black  layer  at  about  three  feet,  which  estimate 
would  seem  to  be  confirmed  by  the  author's  finding  of  a  fish  ver- 
tebra still  sticking  in  a  crevice  of  the  rock  at  least  three  feet  above 
the  sand  bench. 

The  faunal  remains,*  exclusive  of  shell,  include:  Pig  (Sus 
scrofa),  Deer  (Odocoileus  virginianus).  Swan  (Olor  americanus). 
Skunk  (Mephitis  mephitica),  Bear  (TJrsus  americanus).  Raccoon 
(Procyon  lotor),  Dog,  Lynx,  Gray  Fox  (Urocyon  cinereoargen- 
teus).  Wapiti  (Cervus  canadensis).  Beaver  (Castor  canadensis), 
Porcupine  (Erethizon  dorsatus),  Gray  Eabbit  (Lepus  sylvaticus), 
Muskrat  (Fiber  Zibiticus),  Gray  Squirrel  (Sciurus  carolinensis), 
Field  Mouse  (Arvicola  riparia),  Whitefooted  Mouse  (Hesperomys 
leucopus),  Turkey  (Meleagris  gallopavo),  Snapping  Turtle  (Che- 
lydra  serpentura),  Blackfish  (Labrus  tautoga).  Of  human  skele- 
tal remains  Messrs.  Bostwick  and  Darby  found  only  two  frag- 
ments: the  uper  portion  of  a  bone  of  the  forearm  (radius)  and 
a  part  of  the  left  temporal  and  sphenoid.  These  came  from  the 
talus  near  the  east  end  of  the  cave. 

The  shells  f  comprise:  Ostrea  virginiana,  Venue  mercenaria, 
Pecten  irradians,  Mya  arenaria,  Modiola  plicatula,  Ilyanassa  obso- 
lete, Tritia  trivitatta,  Balanus  eburneus,  Crepidula  convexa,  Cro- 
pidula  fornicata,  Littorina  irrorata  (Say,),  and  common  species  of 
land  shells.  The  presence  of  Littorina  irrorata,  no  longer  found 
north  of  the  Florida  coast,  instead  of  Littorina  littoria,  living 
to-day  on  the  Connecticut  coast,  suggests  a  considerable  antiquity 
for  the  cave  deposits.  The  same  is  true  concerning  the  presence 
of  Wapiti,  which  at  present  is  not  found  in  the  United  States  east 
of  the  Rockies. 

I  continued  to  visit  the  Cave  at  intervals  for  a  month.  One 
day  after  an  extra  charge  of  dynamite  had  been  set  off  loosening 
an  enormous  mass  of  trap,  the  foreman  warned  me  not  to  approach 
the  Cave.  That  same  evening  at  about  10  o'clock,  with  a  "  roar 
that  shook  houses  in  the  vicinity  and  awoke  the  inmates  of  Spring- 


*  Identified  by  Mr.  George  F.  Eaton, 
t  Identified  by  Prof.  A.  E.  Verrill. 
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side  Home,"  a  mass  of  rock  estimated  at  thousands  of  tons,  in 
fact  all  that  remained  of  the  overhang,  and  reaching  up  and  back 
to  the  top  of  Pine  Eock,  became  dislodged  and  fell  like  an  ava- 
lanch,  burying  several  nearby  pigpens  owned  by  Mr.  Farnham. 
The  number  of  killed  and  injured  swine  is  said  to  have  been  over 
two  score.  The  workmen  would  have  met  a  similar  fate  had  the 
accident  occurred  during  working  hours.  The  noble  shelter  has 
completely  disappeared,  but  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  several 
local  collectoi's,  the  Museum  possesses  the  major  part  of  the  relics 
found  there.  The  two-fold  regret  is  that  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posits could  not  have  been  scientifically  controlled,  and  that  the 
shelter  itself  could  not  have  been  spared  as  a  sort  of  out-door  annex 
to  the  University  Museimi.  Of  the  specimens  figured  all  we  know 
is  that  they  came  from  the  Cave.  There  is  absolutely  no  record 
as  to  the  relative  positions  of  the  various  objects  in  the  relic- 
bearing  deposits. 

Compensating  in  part  for  the  lack  of  scientific  control  in  the 
removal  of  the  deposits  and  the  destruction  of  the  shelter  itself 
was  the  ready  and  generous  co-operation  of  nearly  all  the  local 
collectors  into  whose  hands  specimens  from  the  shelter  had  found 
their  way.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Woodcock  gave  their  series  of 
nearly  100  specimens.  ISText  in  point  of  size  was  the  combined 
gift  of  Frank,  James  and  Tony  del  Greco.  Oscar  and  Harry 
Olson  presented  their  collection  of  24  specimens,  and  Wilbert 
Bennett,  who  had  found  but  one  artifact,  gave  that.  Two  small 
collections  were  purchased  and  the  collection  of  Mr.  Farnham,  the 
owner,  had  been  loaned  to  the  Museum. 

The  industrial  remains  from  the  Pine  Eock  Gave  are  similar  to 
those  to  be  seen  in  collections  gathered  from  the  cultivated  fields 
of  southern  Connecticut.  There  is,  for  example,  a  single  banner 
stone  (plate  68,  fig.  5)  ;  its  height  is  somewhat  greater  than  its 
spread  of  wings  and  along  one  margin  are  several  tally  marks. 
Banner  stones  are  not  very  plentiful  in  the  State.  The  only  semi- 
lunar knife  (fig.  6)  has  an  unusually  sharp  edge  and  a  plain  back. 

It  is  made  of  slate.  Two  quartz  knives  of  simple  workmanship 
are  reproduced  in  figure  7.  At  least  one  of  these  is  chipped  from 
a  waterworn  pebble,  the  original  surface  of  which  is  retained  over 
a  portion  of  one  side. 


608    American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society 

Only  one  polished  celt  or  tomahawk  (fig.  8)  has  thus  far  been  re- 
ported from  the  Cave,  The  surface  is  smoked  and  greasy  as  if 
it  had  been  about  the  camp  fire  a  good  deal.  A  tomahawk  of 
nearly  the  same  shape  was  recently  found  by  Mr.  Dwight  B.  Pang- 
burn,  in  a  field  bordering  on  Konold's  Pond,  less  than  two  miles 
northwest  of  Pine  Eock.  Both  are  of  greenstone.  Very  little 
use  was  made  of  trap,  the  rock  that  formed  the  shelter.  One  of 
the  few  trap  artifacts  to  reach  the  Museum  is  a  rudely  chipped 
pick  (plate  68,  fig.  9). 

Several  grinding  stones  made  of  pebbles  were  secured,  the  best 
one  of  which  is  seen  at  figure  10.  A  crude  partially  grooved 
hammer  of  granite  (fig.  11)  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind  reported. 
Equally  crude  are  the  large  dagger  (fig.  12)  of  schist,  and  a 
sinlcer  (fig.  13)  of  the  same  material.  The  schist  for  these  two 
specimen  and  the  slate  for  the  semilunar  knife  could  have  been 
obtained  in  the  neighborhood  of  Maltby  Lakes.* 

A  fine  leaf-shaped  poniard  or  spearhead  of  hornstone  is  repro- 
duced in  figure  l-t.  Of  notched  spearheads,  also  hornstone,  plate 
69,  figure  15,  is  a  good  example.  The  arrowheads  include  the 
notched  and  triangular  types.  In  two  cases  there  is  but  a  single 
lateral  notch  at  the  base;  one  of  these  is  reproduced  in  figure  16. 
Quartz  and  varieties  of  hornstone  were  chiefly  used  by  the  arrow- 
makers  (plates  69-70,  figs.  17-21.)  There  is  one  arrowhead  of 
quartzite  (plate  70,  fig.  22)  with  a  very  sharp  point  and  finely 
retouched  margins.  Of  flints  there  are  but  one  or  two  cherty 
specimens  (plate  69,  fig.  23).  Drills  were  scarce.  Two  types  are 
represented  in  plate  70,  figure  25.  The  one  with  narrow  base  is  of 
hornstone  and  the  other  of  trap. 

The  scarcity  of  bone  artifacts  recovered  is  due  in  part,  perhaps, 
to  the  fact  that  they  did  not  attract  the  attention  of  the  coUecors 
so  readily  as  did  the  stone  artifacts.  Only  three  specimens,  all 
three  bone  points,  were  secured  (plate  70,  fig.  26) ;  as  two  of  these 
were  found  by  our  Museum  staff,  the  probability  is  that  many 
more  were  carted  away  with  the  refuse. 

Of  pottei-y  a  good  many  fragraents  were  noted  by  the  Wood- 
cocks,   l^either  they  nor  the  other  collectors  thought  it  important 


*  Rock  determinations  are  by  Professor  Joseph  Barrel!. 
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0  save  tlie  potsherds.  The  sherds  preserved  belong  to  two  vari- 
;ties,  one  of  rather  fine  quality  with  decorated  lip  and  neck  (plate 
rCi,  fig.  27),  the  other  crude.  Unfortunately  it  is  not  known  at 
,vhat  level  the  pottery  was  encountered,  or  whether  the  two  kinds 
vere  at  the  same  or  different  levels. 

American  archeology  has  always  been  handicapped  by  the  lack 
)f  chronological  data.  These  can  never  be  supplied  by  surface 
inds.  Among  the  possible  sources  of  such  data,  caves  and  rock 
shelters  should  rightly  be  counted.    The  destruction  therefore  of 

1  cave  record  like  that  at  Pine  Rock  is  nothing  short  of  an  archeo- 
iogical  calamity. 
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THE  PROBLEM  OF  CITY  BEAUTIFICATION,, 
AS  OBSERVED  IN  EUROPE 


By  GEORGE  T.  HAMMOND,  LL.  B.,  M.  A.  Soc,  C.  E. 


INTKODUCTORY  NOTE 

The  writer  of  the  following  article  was  sent  abroad  for  the  pur- 
pose of  investigating  for  the  City  of  New  York,  in  whose  employ 
he  has  been  for  more  than  twenty  years,  some  of  the  municipal 
housekeeping  problems  that  have  been  solved  with  notable  success 
in  Europe,  and  particularly  in  Germany.  The  observations  which 
follow  are  intended  to  be  of  a  general  rather  than  technical  nature, 
and  especially  concern  city  planning  and  beautification  as  observed 
abroad,  and  the  means  whereby  the  people  of  a  city  may  secure  a 
beautiful  environment,  if  they  follow  a  definite  purpose  and  take 
advantage  of  their  opportunities,  anticipating  the  future  and  pro- 
viding for  their  progress. 

The  trip  was  made  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  the  year  pre- 
vious to  the  present  European  war,  and  included  the  British 
Islands  and  the  Continent,  all  the  principal  cities  being  visited. 
Letters  of  introduction  taken  to  the  various  officials  were  scarcely 
necessary,  as  an  American  is  welcome  in  all  places;  and  a  civil 
engineer  from  this  country  especially  is  treated  with  distinction. 

The  note  book  and  camera  were  in  constant  use.  More  than  six 
hundred  pictures  of  technical  value  were  secured,  and  descriptions 
of  structures  and  materials,  as  well  as  plans,  often  supplemented 
by  notes  kindly  suggested  or  even  added  by  officials,  who  freely 
gave  printed  specifications,  prints  of  plans,  books  and  pictures  for 
the  purposes  sought. 

The  trip  was  made  in  company  with  a  fellow  civil  engineer 
official  and  a  well-known  consulting  engineer  in  private  practice, 
whom  we  found  to  be  as  well-known  abroad  and  as  highly  respected 
as  in  America. 
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Interest  in  our  country  and  our  great  City  was  everywhere 
shown.  In  Germany,  our  people  seem  to  be  very  highly  regarded, 
and  our  institutions  are  viewed  with  much  interest.  We  were 
often  astonished  by  the  knowledge  shown  regarding  American 
affairs. 
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G]^^"ERAL  COMPARISON'S. 

Tlie  pre-emiueut  problem  o£  American  social  life  is  the  City, 
ludeed,  it  may  be  said  that  as  a  factor  of  modem  life  the  City 
and  its  needs  are  everywhere  the  problem  of  the  age.  The  growth 
of  American  cities  has  been  phenomenal.  But  few  of  them  more 
than  a  century  old,  they  rival  in  population  and  wealth  the  cities 
of  the  Old  World  with  many  centuries  of  history. 

Although  the  Old  World  cities  have  made  their  greatest  progress 
in  wealth  and  population  within  the  last  century,  and  particularly 
^\ithin  the  last  fifty  years,  ages  of  history  and  discipline  prepared 
them  to  solve  their  modern  municipal  problems.  Their  municipal 
consciousness  and  economic  systems  have  been  ages  in  the  forma- 
tion. Moreover,  nearly  all  of  them  possess  valuable  property  in 
the  form  of  real  estate,  including  parks  and  public  buildings  of 
inestimable  value  and  historic  interest,  which  they  have  been  many 
years  acquiring. 

The  social  distribution  of  the  people  into  ranks;  the  form  of 
education  and  military  training,  which,  except  in  England,  every- 
where prevails ;  the  wonderful  progress  in  technical  education  and 
the  arts  and  sciences  in  Gennany,  and  the  capacity  of  the  German 
mind  for  profound  study,  as  well  as  the  habit  of  reliance  on 
respected  social  leaders  and  teachers ;  the  broad-minded  attitude  of 
the  wealthy  classes,  who  control  the  expenditure  of  money  and 
form  the  councils  of  the  cities  and  the  ruling  class  in  the  State, 
are  some  of  the  factors  that  have  gTcatly  facilitated  city  beauti- 
fication. 

The  problem  of  city  planning  and  beautification  is  largely  eco- 
nomic and  depends  upon  the  attitude  of  the  citizens  who  have 
money  to  spend  for  improvements.  In  our  country,  industry  and 
commerce  determine  the  site  as  well  as  the  character  of  the  City, 
and  what  was  a  veritable  wildeniess  in  a  few  years  becomes  the 
center  of  a  large  population,  possibly  a  metropolis,  with  its  people 
gathered  from  every  quarter  of  the  earth. 

The  land  speculator  has  been  more  active  than  the  city  planner, 
and  the  problems  of  city  beautification  are  difficult.  Without 
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means  otlier  than  are  obtainable  from  direct  taxation  and  a  very 
limited  borrowing  capacity,  and  almost  every  kind  of  public  utility 
needed,  it  is  not  remarkable  that  our  cities  bave  not  progressed 
very  far  along  tbe  lines  of  beautification.  Moreover,  our  citiea 
are  in  a  continual  state  of  fluxation.  Commercial  development, 
wbicb  v?itb  us  can  scarcely  be  forecasted  imder  our  existing  forms 
of  municipal  government,  renders  tbe  best  devised  city  plan  almost 
futile,  and  our  future  progi'ess  depends  upon  an  increase  of  local 
povper  to  do  things  witb  our  own  money  and  property  without  State 
interference. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  control  the  business  development  of 
private  property,  and  our  cities  cannot  acquire  extensive  unde- 
veloped tracts  of  real  estate,  as  is  quite  ordinarily  done  by  the 
municipality  in  Germany,  and  thus  control  city  development;  nor 
can  we  enter  upon  the  many  profitable  business  ventures  that  are 
carried  on  successfully  in  that  country.  In  times  of  depression, 
we  cannot  usually  expend  money  upon  needed  public  work  for  the 
assistance  of  our  laboring  community,  and,  by  means  of  these 
methods  of  promoting  the  common  interests  of  all  classes,  make 
our  City  in  the  same  degree  useful  to  our  people,  as  the  German 
city  is  to  its  people. 

The  cities  of  Europe  have  much  to  show  us  that  is  instructive, 
nothing  more  so  than  the  lesson  we  may  learn  from  them  that  city 
planning  and  beautification  may  be  carried  out  as  a  settled  policy, 
a  little  at  a  time,  under  the  control  of  a  carefully  studied  plan, 
which  is  continually  being  developed  and  improved  as  the  years 
pass.  The  plan  is  usually  along  such  broad  lines,  and  based  upon 
such  principles  of  possible  variation,  that  it  grows  with  the  growth 
of  the  City,  being  always  well  in  advance.  Every  change  made 
in  street  or  structures  must  comply  with  the  plan;  thus  slowly 
but  surely  the  City  becomes  well  planned  and  beautiful.  The 
progress  of  this  growth  is  in  almost  direct  proportion  to  the  power 
of  the  municipality  to  manage  its  local  affairs  without  interference 
from  a  state  government. 

In  England,  with  but  little  power,  and  no  power  to  condemn 
land  for  public  uses  without  a  special  act  of  Parliament;  with  a 
system  of  taxation  that  is  inefficient  if  not  inequitable;  with  a 
landlord  and  tenant  system  that  is  all  in  favor  of  the  landlord. 
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progress  has  been  very  slow  in  city  planning  and  beautification ; 
while  in  Germany,  where  each  city  possesses  very  wide  and  exten- 
sive autonomous  powers  and  may  do  practically  anything  with  its 
property  that  a  natural  person  may,  and  much  more  along  certain 
lines,  progress  in  city  planning  and  all  city  projects  has  been  very 
rapid.  The  cities  have  splendid  streets,  parks  and  institutions  of 
all  kinds,  and  have  nearly  all  become  very  extensive  land  owners, 
some  of  them  owning  in  fee  more  than  half  the  land  that  the  entire 
city  covers,  "thus  being  able  to  control  the  use  of  real  estate  as 
owners. 

In  France,  as  in  England,  progress  has  been  slow  mainly  on 
account  of  lack  of  local  authority.  It  is  the  German  cities,  there- 
fore, that  can  teach  us  the  most  about  city  planning  and  beautifi- 
cation. A  community  that  must  suffer  the  constant  interference 
of  the  State  in  its  local  affairs,  that  is  not  permitted  to  develop 
is  own  property  or  spend  its  own  money  as  it  pleases,  and  that 
cannot  borrow  enough  to  make  needed  improvements ;  that  may  be 
ruled  by  partisanship  and  is  subject  to  constant  change  in  manage- 
ment, can  scarcely  be  expected  to  develop  along  the  lines  of  a  well- 
chosen  plan,  or  become  beautiful. 

Among  the  conditions  under  which  a  city  may  become  successful 
as  well  as  beautiful,  is  a  capacity  for  united  action  among  the 
people ;  the  cultivation  of  public  opinion  demanding  beautiful  and 
convenient  environment;  and  the  financial  ability  to  secure  it. 
Scarcely  second  to  this  is  the  need  of  an  efficient  city  government, 
with  broad  powers  for  home  rule,  under  which  the  demand  of  the 
people  can  be  accomplished,  if  not  at  once,  by  carrying  out  a  well 
conceived  plan  for  future  development  to  which  all  private  projects 
shall  confoi-m.  The  city  that  has  been  able  to  secure  the  united 
and  haiTQonious  effort  for  civic  development  and  has  the  necessary 
governmental  power  is  almost  certain  to  become  and  remain 
beautiful. 

We  observe  in  Europe  the  growing,  advancing  modem  city 
which,  like  our  own  cities,  owes  its  creation  along  modem  lines 
and  its  prosperity  to  trade,  commerce,  manufactures.  Such  a  city 
exhibits  all  the  phenomena  of  enterprising  growth  and  of  civic 
pride,  and  looks  toward  the  future.  Its  buildings  are  planned  tu 
house  not  only  its  merchant  princes,  but  also  its  professional  men 
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and  laboring  classes  with  comfort.  Its  public  buildings  are  on 
a  scale  with  its  prosperity  and  pride.  It  has  many  problems  to 
solve  and  employs  the  best  professional  talent  obtainable. 

Antique  structures  in  such  a  city  are  usually  but  few  in  number, 
probably  an  ancient  church,  a  rathaus,  or  schloss,  or  the  frag- 
mentary remains  of  an  ancient  city  wall.  There  are  museums, 
picture  galleries,  and  monuments  without  number;  but  the  rush- 
ing, bustling  present  leaves  but  little  appearance  of  the  past,  and 
one  is  impressed  with  the  newness  of  all  things  and  the  democracy 
and  sometimes  the  communistic  tendencies  of  the  people,  who  own 
their  public  utilities  and  engage  in  all  kinds  of  communal  indus- 
trial pursuits. 

Then  there  is  the  city  which  no  longer  exhibits  the  enterprise 
of  advancing  business  and  may  be  mentioned  for  comparison. 
It  is  a  completed  city;  but  the  tide  of  travel  and  commerce  has 
swept  into  other  channels,  possibly  through  the  competition  of 
more  active  rivals.  Still  there  is  enough  of  the  world's  work  left 
for  it  to  do  in  a  quiet  way.  Almost  every  building  is  historic, 
but  possibly  not  in  the  best  of  repair.  The  greatness  of  a  past 
broods  in  melancholy  spirit  everywhere.  The  cathedral,  the 
museum,  and  the  university  all  show  a  kinship  with  the  mighty 
past  and  belong  to  history. 

The  streets  remain  as  planned  years  ago  and  are  well  cleaned 
and  lighted,  except  in  the  daytime,  when  the  light  of  the  san 
struggles  with  difficulty  through  the  boughs  of  great  trees  on  most 
of  the  avenues  and  squares.  The  people  are  peaceful  and  con- 
servative in  all  things,  looking  up  to  leaders  descended  from  great 
local  families.  The  church  has  much  influence  in  local  affairs, 
so  also  has  the  university.  The  people  seldom  presume  to  inter- 
fere in  the  government,  but  leave  such  matters  to  those  whom  they 
consider  better  informed,  and  the  paralyzing  influence  of  a  central 
authority  exerted  from  a  distant  capital  is  evident.  As  year  fol- 
lows year,  the  mosses  of  history  gather,  and  the  cobwebs  of  con- 
servatism thicken.  Such  cities  are  often  beautiful,  reminding  one 
of  the  beauty  of  a  woman  once  lovely  in  youth,  still  fair  in  middle 
age,  surrounded  with  all  of  the  dignity  and  circumstance  of  a 
successful  life,  but  facing  a  future  which  leads  no  one  knows 
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whither,  without  ambition  and  without  hope,  looking  backward, 
facing  the  past.  From  such  a  city  the  young  men  seek  deliverance 
by  going  where  enterprise  and  opportunity  await  them ;  and  sur- 
plus capital  controlled  by  the  wealthy  residents  is  employed  in 
developing  industries  in  rival  cities. 
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EKGLISH  CITIES 

Englisli  cities  at  first  impress  the  American  as  not  unlike  our 
own  before  the  advent  of  the  modern  "  sl^yscrapers."  The  Ameri- 
can city  of  Boston  frequently  reminds  one  of  an  English  city,  as 
do  Baltimore  and  Richmond.  But  this  is  a  first  impression  only, 
and  one  is  soon  brought  face  to  face  with  various  unfamiliar 
factors.  First  of  all,  the  principal  cities  have  grown  with  immense 
rapidity  within  the  last  century,  and  city  planning  has  not  kept 
pace  with  the  growth.  The  public  utilities  are  peculiar  and  in 
some  points  inferior  to  our  own.  The  city  owned  utilities  as  a 
rule  give  better  service  than  those  privately  owned  and  make  a 
profit  over  and  above  expenses,  and  give  general  satisfaction. 

Successful  but  rather  limited  effects  in  city  boautification  are 
to  be  seen  occassionally.  In  Liverpool,  St.  George's  Hall  and  the 
fine  plaza  upon  which  it  fronts,  with  the  memorials  of  statesmen 
and  sovereigns,  may  be  instanced;  also  the  wonderful  system  of 
docks,  which,  from  an  engineering  standpoint,  are  worthy  to  rank 
with  the  most  important  structures  in  existence.  Manchester  pos- 
sesses notable  civic  centers,  with  public  buildings  of  beauty  and 
excellence ;  and  what  the  docks  are  to  Liverpool,  the  ship  canal  is 
to  Manchester. 

The  general  impression  produced  in  Great  Britain  is  the  preva- 
lence of  commercialism ;  but  in  no  country  does  one  see  the  monu- 
ments for  the  past  better  preserved  or  more  reverently  cared  for. 
The  impression  of  intense  and  vital  nationality  is  gained  every- 
where. The  quiet,  orderly  movement  of  the  British  industrial 
world-machine,  with  its  well-oiled  journals  and  bearings  and  pon- 
derous fly-wheels,  is  born  in  upon  one  throughout  the  north  of 
England.  Sheffield  gives  an  added  impression  as  of  all  the  forges 
of  the  earth  gathered  together  for  a  congress.  Surely  this  is  the 
workshop  of  the  world. 

Birmingham  shows  us  at  least  two  notable  municipal  object  les- 
sons.   The  first  is  Mr.  Chamberlain's  scheme  of  city  rebuilding  , 
and  beautification,—  there  having  been  previously  to  1875  an  area 
in  the  center  of  the  city  reeking  with  squalor,  vice  and  disease, 


Twentieth  Ayi'iTAE  Repokt 


621 


•a  slum  famed  throughout  England.  Forty  odd  acres  of  land,  in- 
cluding this  pest-spot,  were  acquired  by  the  city  while  1^'Ir.  Cham- 
herlaiu  was  Mayor,  and  laid  out  in  business  streets,  well  planned 
and  of  dig-nified  aspect.  Th-e  venture  paid  for  itself,  as  such  veia- 
tures  usually  do,  and  Avill  eventually  alford  the  city  a  considerable 
surplus  income.  Another  is  the  efficient  waste  disposal  and  the 
world-famous  sewage  disposal  plant,  designed  by  Mr.  John  D. 
Watson,  by  means  of  which  the  sewage  waste  of  a  million  people 
is  discharged  into  a  small  stream  of  less  volume  than  the  purified 
sewage,  without  the  slightest  nuisance. 

Passing  all  too  rapidly  through  England,  neglecting  the  beau- 
tiful old  city  of  Chester,  with  its  memorials  of  the  pasit;  barely 
mentioning  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  both  worthy  of  description ; 
and  York  and  Durham,  with  their  commanding  cathedrals,  we 
come  at  once  to  London,  the  gTeat  city,  in  many  inspects  the  ciiy 
of  the  world.    (See  plate  73.) 

Perhaps  no  city  has  ever  undergone  more  constant  topographical 
growth  and  change;  and  vnth.  all  its  faults  and  its  points  of  un- 
utterable ugliness,  we  shall  scarcely  see  a  more  impressive  city 
than  London,  though  we  shall  see  some  better  planned  and  mare 
beautiful,  though  much  has  been  done  toward  beautification. 

Some  of  the  projects  for  city  beautification  in  London  are  iiot- 
able  from  the  practical  lesson  that  they  enforce ;  and  while  they 
are  by  no  means  the  greatest  of  London's  projects,  are  of  especial 
interest  in  this  connection.  The  cutting  through  the  heart  of  the 
city  of  Shaftesbury  Avenue  is  such  a  project,  which,  althoug^i  of 
enormous  cost,  was  accomplished  without  expense  to  the  city,  with 
some  profit  on  the  immediate  outla}',  and  greatly  increased  income 
from  taxation. 

It  should  be  recalled  that  directly  after  the  great  fire  La  Charles 
II's  time,  Sir  Christopher  Wren  made  a  new  plan  for  the  city, 
with  suggestions  for  changing  and  improving  the  streets;  but  un- 
fortunately this  was  never  carried  out  and  the  congested  streets 
of  the  heart  of  the  city  have  remained  to  supply  a  problem  for 
humanitarians  and  engineers. 

The  congestion,  the  absence  of  light  .and  of  ventilation  in  the 
houses  crowded  along  blind  alleyways  and  small  courts  are  notal>le. 
This  condition  extended  over  a  considerable  area  along  the  rivei 
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Thames  for  several  miles,  reaching  about  a  mile  back  from  tho 
xiverj'mucli  bas  been  done  to  improve  it  already,  though  much 
remains  to  do.  One  of  the  vporst  centers  of  this  congestion  was 
known  as  Seven  Dials,  which  has  been  successfully  relieved.  The 
plan  adopted  was  to  cut  a  broad  thoroughfare  from  High  Holborn 
to  Charing  Cross,  passing  through  the  center  of  the  plague  spot. 

This  improvement  was  secured  by  the  city  practically  without 
cost,  by  means  of  the  expedient  of  purchasing  the  abutting  land  on 
both  sides,  at  its  value  before  making  the  improvement ;  and  after 
removing  all  of  the  old  rookeries  and  buildings,  selling  the  land 
when  the  improvement  was  completed  for  business  purposes,  on 
what  at  once  became  an  important  avenue. 

To  commemorate  the  prime  mover  in  this  improvement,  a  fine 
monument  has  been  erected  to  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  at  the 
widest  part  of  the  avenue  which  bears  his  name. 

Another  instance  which  we  shall  mention  is  the  cutting  through 
at  Kingsway  —  a  new  and  very  wide  avenue,  beginning  at  High 
Holborn  and  running  to  the  Strand  near  St.  Clement's  Church. 
An  act  of  Parliament  was  necessary,  and  this  gave  the  county 
council  the  right  to  close  some  twenty-four  streets  and  alleys  and 
practically  rearrange  the  map  of  London  within  the  lines  pre- 
scribed by  the  act.  It  also  gave  the  city  right  to  acquire  and  resell 
the  land  not  used  for  the  thoroughfare.  The  result  is  that  the 
entire  improvement  has  been  secured  without  cost  to  the  city,  the 
increased  value  and  greater  income  producing  capacity  of  the 
land  taken,  more  than  paying  all  the  expense;  while  the  increase 
of  taxation  resulting  from  property  of  a  much  higher  value  makes 
the  whole  project  one  of  gTeat  profit,  as  well  as  securing  a  beauti- 
ful avenue  and  a  high-class  development  where  previously  had  been 
a  congested  slum. 

Space  does  not  permit  more  than  the  mention  of  the  beautiful 
Thames  Embankment,  and  the  fine  bridges  that  cross  the  Thames. 
The  historic  monuments  of  London  are  well  knovm  and  justly 
famous,  as  well  as  the  beauty  of  the  parks  and  gardens  and  the 
well  kept  streets. 

We  cannot  omit  mention  of  "Westminster  Hall,  with  its  fine  new 
statue  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  placed  no  great  distance  from  the 
scene  of  his  many  parliamentary  triumphs ;  beside  the  hall  where 
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lie  sat  and  judged  tlie  Eoval  Charles  Stuart,  first  of  the  name,  and 
condemned  him  to  death ;  from  the  tower  of  which  his  own  heart, 
torn  from  his  dead  body,  taken  from  the  velvet-lined  cofiin  to 
dangle  upon  a  gibbet,  was,  after  this  execution  of  the  dead,  put 
on  a  pike  and  exliibited  to  the  world  for  years  by  Charles  II.  (See 
plate  74.) 

I^earby  is  the  famous  Westminster  Abbey,  where  may  be  seen 
the  marble  apotheosis  of  heroic  men  of  many  times  —  a  museum 
of  mortality  and  fame  —  the  most  impressive  under  the  blue 
heavens  that  cover  the  world.  This  structure,  however,  has  been 
restored  and  beautified  with  far  less  than  a  satisfactory  result; 
and  although  one  of  the  finest  churches  in  England,  it  is  inferior 
to  a  considerable  mimber  of  French  churches,  both  in  size  and 
desigTi. 

The  means  of  transfer  in  London  are  excellent.  The  various 
underground  railways  and  the  ubiquitous  omnibuses  with  two 
stories,  give  universal  satisfaction,  both  as  to  service  and  price. 

The  beauty  of  the  city  is  marred  to  a  considerable  extent  by  the 
universal  prevalence  of  advertising  matter,  which  gives  the  whole 
city  an  air  of  all-pervading  commercialism. 

The  judgment  passed  upon  the  city  by  Goldwin  Smith  still  re- 
mains true  and  is  worthy  of  repetition : 

"  A  beautiful  city  London  cannot  be  called.  In  beaiity  it  is  no 
match  for  Paris.  The  smoke  which  not  only  blackens  but  cor- 
rodes, is  fatal  to  the  architecture  as  well  as  to  the  atmosphere. 
Moreover,  the  fine  buildings,  which,  if  brought  together,  would 
form  a  magnificent  assemblage,  are  scattered  over  the  immense 
city,  and  some  of  them  are  ruined  by  their  surroundings.  There 
is  a  fine  group  at  Westminster,  and  the  view  from  the  steps  under 
the  Duke  of  York's  column  across  St.  James'  Park,  is  beautiful. 

Put  even  at  Westminster,  meanness  jostles  splendor  

London  has  had  no  edile  like  Ilaussmann.  The  embankment  on 
the  side  of  the  Thames  is  noble  in  itself,  but  you  look  across  from 
it  at  the  hideous  and  dirty  wharves  of  Southwark.  jSTothing  is 
more  charming  than  a  fine  water  street,  and  this  water  street 
might  be  very  fine  were  it  not  marred  by  the  projection  of  a  huge 
railway  shed.  The  new  Courts  of  Law,  a  magnificent,  though  it 
is  said  inconvenient  pile,  instead  of  being  placed  on  the  embank- 
ment or  in  some  large  open  space,  are  choked  up  and  lost  in 
rookeries.    London,  we  repeat,  has  had  no  edile.    Perhaps  the 
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finest  view  is  from  a  steamboat  on  tlie  river,  embracing  the 
Houses  of  Parliament,  Somerset  House,  and  tbe  Temple,  with 
St.  Paul's  rising  above  the  whole." 

The  English  city  is  very  limited  in  its  corporate  powers,  and 
in  consequence  must  continually  apply  to  Parliament  for  acts 
to  enable  it  to  carry  out  its  projects  for  beautification  and  improve- 
ment. It  may  not  condemn  land  or  issue  bonds  without  special 
permission  secured  in  each  instance.  It  is  ruled  by  a  Council, 
the  members  of  which  are  chosen  by  the  electors  for  three  years; 
one-third  of  the  entire  council  retiring  every  year.  A  Mayor,  who 
has  much  dignity  but  very  little  power,  is  chosen  by  the  Council. 
All  the  work  of  the  city  is  carried  on  by  standing  committees,  of 
which  the  Mayor  is  member  ex  officio,  filled  by  the  Council.  The 
manager  of  a  department  is  nominated  by  the  committee  under 
which  it  is  placed,  and  confirmed  by  the  Council.  All  citizens  are 
eligible  to  be  Council,  except  the  clergy.  Since  1907,  women  are 
eligible.  The  management  of  all  the  city's  affairs  is  thus  in  the 
hands  of  the  Council  —  local  education  since  1902.  Municipal 
ovmed  utilities,  such  as  street  railways  and  highway  systems,  are 
thus  managed  also. 

Taxes  are  apportioned  upon  the  income  of  property  and  are 
collected  from  the  tenant.  If  a  house  is  unrented,  no  tax  is  ob- 
tained. Unimproved  property  pays  no  tax.  The  system  is  weak 
and  inefficient  and  the  people  are  struggling  to  improve  it  by  new 
laws. 

The  English  people  are  quite  conscious  of  the  general  lack  of 
city  beautification  and  are  alive  to  projects  of  improvement. 
There  is  an  active  and  wide-spread  movement  for  city  planning 
and  improvement.  Associations  and  societies  are  working  to 
secure  these  ends  and  are  found  in  every  city,  and  even  in  small 
villages.  The  usual  method  is  to  employ  experts  to  provide  a 
general  plan,  which  shall  be  urged  upon  the  authorities  and  kept 
before  the  public  until  it,  or  some  other  equally  acceptable,  shall 
be  officially  adopted.  Thereafter,  all  improvements  and  changes 
in  the  city  can  be  directed  toward  the  general  design  provided  by 
the  plan.  When  a  new  street  is  laid  out  or  public  building  erected, 
the  effect  on  the  ultimate  arrangement  can  be  kept  in  mind  with 
good  result. 
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]\Iaiiy  associations  have  been  fomied  for  the  creation  of  wliat  is 
widely  knowTi  as  "  Garden  Cities,"  a  term  employed  by-Ebenezor 
Howard,  in  a  book  which  was  published  in  189S.  These  cities, 
or  rather  villages,  are  generally  designed  to  provide  homes  for 
wage  earners  and  the  industrial  classes,  with  a  view  to  providing 
comfort,  fresh  air,  and  sanitation  as  well  as  beautiful  surroundings. 
The  method  employed  is  to  acquire  a  considerable  tract  of  unim- 
proved land  not  too  distant  from  the  city  or  place  of  employment, 
and  develop  the  entire  property  as  a  park,  in  which  well  designed 
and  constructed  houses  are  placed,  each  with  its  own  yard  and 
garden.  Ey  co-operation  in  these  ventures,  homes  may  be  pur- 
chased or  leased  at  sums  remarkably  low,  the  pajonent  being  ar- 
ranged in  monthly  sums,  usually  smaller  than  a  city  rental. 

Of  all  unsightly  structures  the  ordinary  English  tenement  house 
is  the  ugliest  we  know  —  reeking  with  disease,  crime  and  misery, 
imsanitary  and  usually  dilapidated.  Fortunately,  such  structures 
are  disappearing  and  can  never  appear  again. 

Many  of  the  Sunlight  Cities  have  had  their  inception  in  the 
enterprise  of  large  employers  of  labor,  who  have  discovered  that 
healthy  and  contented  workmen  are  more  profitable  to  employ  than 
those  who  live  under  unsanitary  conditions  and  are  never  in  the 
best  of  good  health,  and  who  are  forced  by  their  surroundings  to 
look  upon  life  as  a  hard  and  unequal  struggle  for  existence,  with 
failure  at  the  end. 

The  first  city  of  this  kind,  of  which  there  are  now  about  fifty, 
was  created  near  Liverpool,  and  its  success  has  made  it  an  example, 
followed  not  only  in  England  but  also  in  Germany.    It  is  called 

Port  Sunlight,"  and  owes  its  construction  to  a  great  employer 
of  labor,  who  not  only  made  the  venture  to  improve  the  quality 
of  his  labor,  but  tells  us  that  he  was  actuated  by  the  belief  that 
evei-y  laborer  was  entitled  to  a  decent  home  and  a  fair  chance  to 
rear  a  family,  with  opportunities  for  sclf-improvemeut  and  inno- 
cent pleasures,  and  that  it  was  the  employer's  duty  and  privilege 
to  see  that  his  help  was  thus  provided. 

In  Port  Sunlight  each  family  has  a  house  to  itself,  surrounded 
by  a  garden,  placed  on  a  well-kept  street,  in.  a  beautifully  designed 
village.  Schools,  churches,  clubs  and  lecture  rooms,  as  well  as  a 
gymnasium  and  other  places  of  amusement,  a  college  and  a  hos- 
pital, make  up  the  village.    There  are  well  designed  playgrounds 
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and  a  park,  and  all  of  these  are  managed  by  the  people  and  the 
agent  of  the  firm  upon  which  all  depend  for  labor  and  income. 

Port  Sunlight  is  just  across  the  river  from  Liverpool,  and  per- 
haps no  more  interesting  object  lesson  in  city  planning  can  be 
found  than  may  be  observed  by  first  taking  a  walk  through  the 
tenement  house  district  of  Liverpool,  where  the  children  of  the 
laboring  classes  play  in  the  gutters,  and  the  head  of  the  family 
spends  his  evenings  and  holidays  in  questionable  gathering  places; 
then  visit  Port  Sunlight  and  observe  the  contrast  brought  about 
by  beautiful  and  comfortable  surroundings,  which  reflect  strongly 
on  the  physical  as  well  as  the  mental  character  of  the  people. 
Unquestionably  the  growing  generation  in  Port  Sunlight  will  prove 
in  every  way  superior  to  that  of  the  same  rank  or  grade  grovdng 
up  in  the  tenements  of  Liverpool. 

Another  of  the  aims  of  the  English  city  planning  movement  is 
the  preservation  and  care  of  historic  structures,  of  which  England 
has  so  many,  and  the  erection  of  monuments  to  commemorate  his- 
toric events  and  persons  who  have  served  their  country  well.  The 
statues  of  the  great  leaders  of  the  past  century,  the  Prince  Consort, 
and  the  late  beloved  Queen  Victoria,  are  in  almost  every  city  and 
as  a  rule  are  excellent.  England  teaches  her  rising  generation  to 
revere  and  be  grateful  to  those  who,  in  her  heroic  past,  have  carried 
her  to  the  pinnacle  of  glory  in  politics,  war  and  science.  As  in 
the  past,  we  still  have  much  to  learn  from  her. 

It  is  of  great  interest  to  observe  the  rapidity  of  the  growth  of 
English  cities  in  population  since  1801.  Americans  seldom  realize 
that  Old  World  cities  have  grown  during  the  last  century  at  a  rate 
as  astonishing  as  have  American  cities.  Truly,  the  modern  city 
is  the  creation  of  the  nineteenth  century,  with  its  industrial  in- 
ventions that  enable  men  to  thus  congregate  in  cities  and  find  means 
of  subsistence  from  the  rewards  of  industry  and  commerce. 

The  figures  that  follow  are  the  best  the  writer  can  obtain  and 
are  given  to  the  nearest  one  hundred.  In  the  case  of  several  of 
the  cities  the  increase  is  partly  due  to  annexation  of  suburbs,  as 
in  the  case  of  London.  They  are  sufficiently  accurate  to  show  the 
relative  growth,  and  this  is  the  only  purpose  intended: 
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Growth  of  British  Cities  Since 

1801 

(Population  to  nearest  100) 

1801 

1851 

1901 

London,  County 

of    900,000 

2,363,000 

4,363,000 

1908 

•Greater  London 

7,537,000 

1841 

  77,400 

255,600 

1,150,000 

  77,600 

286,500 

753,000 

Manchester.  .  . 

  75,300 

303,400 

650,000 

1901 

  73,600 

182,900 

522,000 

Sheffield  

  45,000 

111,000 

463,300 

152,000 

428,900 

1908 

Salford  

  14,500 

63,800 

239,000 

The  population  of  Salford  is  given  because  it  is  virtually  a  part 
of  ]\[anchester,  but  has  alvs^ays  maintained  a  separate  existence  and 
a  separate  city  administration. 

Population  of  Manchester,  including  Salford : 


1801  1841  1908 

89,800         367,200  889,000 
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GEEMAN  CITIES 

The  appearance  of  the  Grerman  city  is  exceedingly  pleasing. 
The  railroad  station,  which  always  gives  us  our  first  impression 
of  a  city,  is  as  splendid  as  possible  and  usually  fronts  on  a  well- 
designed  square  or  park.  The  convenience  as  well  as  the  safety  of 
the  traveling  public  is  well  provided  for;  and  excellent  design,  in 
mass  and  detail,  renders  the  station  a  thing  of  beauty.  Regarding 
it  as  the  gate  of  the  city,  no  necessary  expense  seems  too  great  to 
secure  the  best  result.  A  station  such  as  that  at  Franl?fort-on-the- 
Main,  gives  character  to  the  city.  The  cost,  said  to  have  been 
$10,000,000,  was  expended  at  a  time  when  the  city  was  smaller 
in  population  than  our  city  of  Providence,  R.  I.  That  of  Dresden 
was  scarcely  less  costly ;  and  many  others  might  be  mentioned. 

The  city  planners  have  had  great  success  in  designing  streets 
and  have  provided  almost  an  endless  variety  of  effects,  with  broad 
avenues  radiating  from  parked  central  squares  and  circles  for  the 
more  formal  parts  of  the  design,  affording  focal  points  for  fine 
public  buildings.  Streets  are  provided  that  make  sweeping  curves, 
with  fine  vistas  of  parked  squares  and  buildings;  ring  strassen^ 
which  often  occupy  the  site  of  ancient  city  walls  now  removed,  with 
park  plots  between  two  boulevards,  the  ancient  moat  of  the  city 
being  preserved  in  places  for  water  gardening  effects,  and  sur- 
rounded with  a  profusion  of  flowers;  narrow  streets  also,  for 
greater  quiet  and  retirement.  Thoroughfares  are  designed  for 
trade  and  traffic,  and  quiet  streets  and  squares  through  which  trade 
and  traffic  does  not  pass  for  home  sites. 

The  German  scheme  seldom  admits  of  formality  in  design,  ex- 
cept at  the  main  center  of  a  city,  or  in  the  square  fronting  some- 
formal  building,  such  as  the  railroad  station.  The  rectangular 
arrangement  of  streets  —  which  originated  possibly  from  the  an- 
cient Roman  camp  design,  in  which  the  streets  cross  at  right  angles 
and  there  is  a  main  central  avenue  running  each  way,  through  the- 
center  of  the  city,  with  a  square  at  the  point  or  intersection,  such 
as  we  have  in  Philadelphia  and  a  number  of  American  cities,  said 
to  be  "  regularly  laid  out  " —  is  not  used  in  Germany;  but  streets 
with  sweeping  curves,  connected  by  cross-streets,  radiating  from 
civic  centers,  are  the  favorite  design.    This  plan  is  well  adapted^ 
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to  the  placing  of  sanitary  structures,  and  gives  pleasing  effects  in 
the  vistas  afforded,  both  in  the  daytime  and  when  lighted  in  the 
evening,  and  must  be  seen  to  be  fully  appreciated. 

The  city  planning  idea  appears  to  have  had  its  inception  in  the 
needs  of  German  cities,  recognized  by  practical  men  in  charge  of 
municipal  affairs,  at  the  time  when  the  progress  of  the  countiy 
took  a  great  impetus  from  the  enterprise  and  expansion  in  every 
direction  that  followed  the  Franco-Prussian  war.  Hamburg  had 
been  the  firsl  of  them  to  install  a  sewerage  system,  completed  in 
the  fifties  under  the  direction  of  English  engineers.  At  about  the 
same  time  Altona  had  put  in  the  first  water-filtration  plant  in 
Europe  outside  of  England,  also  under  the  direction  of  English 
engineers. 

Previous  to  1870,  almost  every  city  was  surrounded  by  a  wall, 
obsolete  as  a  defense  and  useless,  the  property  of  the  State,  but 
covering  a  valuable  space  available  for  city  purposes.  There  were 
miles  of  narrow  and  dirty  streets,  lined  upon  each  side  with  rook- 
eries. The  population  was  very  poorly  housed,  without  sanitary 
utilities  for  the  most  part,  without  water  supply  except  from  wells 
usually  contaminated  or  derived  from  the  rivers  without  filtration. 
There  were  no  sewers  to  speak  of,  and  next  to  no  pavements. 
There  were,  however,  a  few  fine  old  public  buildings  and  churches, 
all  capable  of  renovation,  and  some  squares  and  market  spaces  that 
could  be  preserved  in  the  replanned  city. 

When  the  city  planning  movement  started,  the  planner  found 
himself  surrounded  with  ruins  every  way  he  looked;  and  his 
problem  was  to  bring  forth  order  out  of  a  municipal  confusion. 
Along  every  line  of  municipal  effort  individual  exertions  had  failed 
to  produce  adequate  results.  It  was  realized  that  the  right  of  the 
individual  must  be  subordinated  to  the  interests  and  welfare  of 
the  community.  The  people  must  be  provided  with  healthful 
homes  and  necessary  public  utilities,  and  since  private  enterprise 
had  not  given  satisfactory  results,  these  must  be  supplied  by  the 
City.  In  the  scheme  of  reconstruction  along  scientific  lines,  the 
community  idea  of  doing  things  was  therefore  adopted. 

The  City  charged  itself  with  protecting  the  health  of  its  people, 
providing  for  their  municipal  and  individual  wants  as  far  as  pos- 
sible. According  to  the  Geraian  theory,  every  healthy  laborer  is 
entitled  to  work  in  order  that  he  may  eai'n  his  living,  and  if  this 
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was  not  sufficiently  supplied  by  private  enterprise,  the  City  held 
itself  charged  with  providing  it  by  community  owned  factories, 
public  utilities,  forests,  and  public  works  of  almost  every  kind. 

Through  the  pursuance  of  this  policy,  the  new  German  city  has 
grown  to  be  what  we  now  see  it,  with  beautiful  streets  and  build- 
ings, both  public  and  private  dwellings  appropriate  for  every  class, 
supplied  in  all  cases  with  abundant  light  and  air,  with  frequent 
open  spaces  beautified  with  lawns,  trees  and  flowers.  All  rookeries 
that  might  hide  vice  or  disease  have  gone.  In  short,  the  City  has 
become  a  community  home,  maintained  to  serve  the  well-being  of 
the  community  along  every  possible  line  of  activity. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  there  have  been  many  generations 
of  racial  development  behind  the  German  city  as  we  behold  it. 
The  inhabitants  are  practically  of  one  blood  through  continual 
intermarriage  and  descent,  dwelling  for  ages  within  the  ancient 
city  walls  that  now  have  disappeared.  Their  sympathy  and  loy- 
alty to  each  other  are  thus  quite  natural.  They  have  been  trained 
both  by  the  State  and  their  religious  opinions  to  consider  theii' 
position  and  rank  in  the  social  scale  as  determined  by  divine  will 
and  family  ties.  They  look  with  respect  and  deference  upon  the 
ranks  above  them,  and  with  good  will  on  those  beneath  their  social 
status.  Socialism  may  have  modified  this  inbred  German  charac- 
teristic, but  enough  of  it  remains,  and  the  discipline  and  education 
are  so  thorough  that  the  theory  of  their  municipal  governments  is 
possible.    It  would  probably  not  succeed  elsewhere. 

The  idea  that  dominates  the  German  city  is  municipal  control 
of  local  affairs,  and  the  care  of  and  furtherance  of  every  com- 
munity interest.  While  the  cities  in  many  ways  have  the  appear- 
ance of  local  autonomy,  and  each  seems  to  be  a  little  republic 
vested  with  the  broadest  powers  of  self-management,  this  appear- 
ance is  misleading.  The  city  is  neither  autonomous  nor  demo- 
cratic in  its  form  of  government.  State  supervision  exists  through- 
out Germany,  usually  exercised  through  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  which  is  charged  with  enforcing  a  standard  in  educa- 
tional, sanitary,  police,  as  well  as  many  other  matters;  and  the 
care  of  seeing  that  laws  relating  to  the  public  policy  of  the  central 
government  are  obeyed. 

JSTew  undertakings,  public  works  and  bond  issues  for  any  pur- 
pose must  receive  the  approval  of  the  State.    The  State's  function 
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in  these  matters  is  administrative  and  confined  within  well  recog- 
nized limits;  and  does  not  act  as  a  check  to  any  desirable  project 
within  the  financial  capacity  of  the  city.  It  is  widely  different 
from  the  continual  legislative  interference  which  onr  cities  suffer 
from  our  State  governments.  The  State  is  helpful  to  the  city  in 
Germany  in  very  many  ways,  among  others  by  the  collecting  of 
information  and  statistics  relative  to  all  German  and  foreign  cities 
and  their  projects  for  mutual  benefit,  and  employs  professional 
experts  to  give  advice  regarding  the  many  problems  that  must  be 
solved.    It  always  stands  ready  to  give  advice  and  encouragement. 

The  curious  method  of  voting  in  vogue  keeps  the  control  of  the 
City  in  the  hands  of  the  very  wealthy  class;  perhaps  nothing  in 
the  German  institutions  strikes  the  American  as  more  strange. 
The  suffrage  in  Prussia  is  given  only  to  males  over  twenty-four 
years  of  age  who  pay  an  income  tax.  This  applies  to  city  and 
State  elections,  but  not  to  elections  of  representatives  to  the  Im- 
perial Parliament,  who  are  chosen  by  manhood  suffrage.  Office 
holding  is  open  to  all  voters. 

The  following  is  the  method  of  choosing  officials,  which  is  call- 
ing forth  the  denunciation  of  the  Socialist-Democratic  party :  The 
aggregate  sum  of  the  income  taxes  is  divided  into  three  equal  parts. 
A  list  is  prepared  of  all  the  taxpayers,  beginning  with  the  name 
of  the  man  paying  the  largest,  and  ending  with  the  name  of  the 
man  paying  the  smallest  tax.  The  position  of  a  voter's  name  on 
the  roll  is  determined  by  the  amount  he  pays.  Beginning  at  the 
top  of  the  list,  enough  names  are  taken  in  order  downward  to  em- 
brace the  first  one-third  of  the  total  amount  of  the  taxes.  These 
form  the  first  class  of  voters.  The  second  class  of  voters  is  then 
made  up  by  beginning  at  the  top  of  the  list  that  remains  after 
removal  of  the  names  of  the  first  class,  and  taking  enough  names 
to  embrace  the  second  one-third  of  the  total  amount  of  the  taxes. 
All  who  are  not  enumerated  in  these  first  two  classes  fall  into  the 
third  class  of  voters.  Each  class  has  an  equal  voice  in  the  elec- 
tion. An  equal  number  of  electors  is  chosen  by  each.  After  the 
electors  have  been  chosen  for  a  class,  they  meet  and  choose  one 
elector.  Thus  the  election  becomes  narrowed  down  to  three  voters, 
one  representing  each  tax-paying  class,  who  meet  and  choose  the 
deputy  to  the  Prussian  Diet,  or  other  official. 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  first  class,  made  up  of  the  very 
rich  men,  represents  but  a  small  per  cent  of  the  voting  taxpayers; 
and  that  the  second  class  cannot  be  very  much  greater;  yet  these 
two  classes  cast  a  two-thirds  vote  for  every  candidate  by  choosing 
two  electors  out  of  the  three. 

It  is  said  that  on  the  average  in  Prussia,  out  of  the  entire 
primary  voting  taxpayers,  three  per  cent  are  in  the  first  class; 
twelve  per  cent  in  the  second,  and  eighty-five  per  cent  in  the 
third.  Thus  the  property  held  by  fifteen  per  cent  of  the  voters 
enables  them  to  govern.  This  is  a  condition  that  German  senti- 
ment is  almost  certain  to  change. 

Income  tax  is  the  main  source  of  revenue,  both  State  and  City. 
The  income  tax  for  the  City  is  added  for  collection  to  that  for  the 
State.  Real  estate  is  taxed  also,  but  in  a  very  complicated  man- 
ner, and  returns  less  revenue  than  the  income  tax.  All  persons 
engaged  in  trade  are  taxed  upon  net  profit  and  capital  invested; 
but  there  are  a  number  of  exceptions  in  favor  of  small  traders. 
Public  houses  and  resorts  also  pay  taxes.  There  are  taxes  on 
property  transfers,  inheritance,  stamp  taxes,  tonnage  dues,  a  dog 
tax  that  increases  per  dog  owned,  and  so  many  other  forms  of 
taxation  that  the  mind  is  wearied  by  them;  and  as  this  paper  is 
not  upon  finance,  we  shall  say  no  more  about  them. 

It  must  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  City  revenue  comes  very 
largely  from  the  communal  business  and  enterprises  owned  by  the 
City,  operated  for  public  benefit  and  profit.  Gei-man  cities  do 
not  merely  operate  the  unprofitable  utilities,  such  as  sewers,  streets, 
parks  and  hospitals,  giving  over  the  profitable  ones  to  private 
enterprise ;  but  they  take  the  profitable  and  the  unprofitable  to- 
gether, in  order  that  one  may  offset  the  other.  Water  supply,  gas 
Avorks,  electric  light  and  power,  street  railroads,  slaughter  houses, 
docks  and  basins  for  commei*ce;  land,  of  which  the  cities  all  own 
large  tracts;,  houses,  factories,  financing  industrial  projects;  ceme- 
teries, and  many  other  activities  are  conducted  and  turn  in  large 
profits  which  reduce  taxes. 

The  German  city  is  governed  by  experts  who  are  trained  to  the 
profession.  The  City  Council  is  rather  a  large  body,  elected  by 
voters  of  strictly  limited  property  qualifications,  and  the  members 
are  always  the  most  prominent  and  wealthy  in  the  City.  The 
Burgomaster  is  the  chief  official;  he  is  chosen  by  the  Council  f ( r 
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a  term  varying  from  six  to  twelve  years,  and  on  retirement  receives 
a  pension.  He  may  be  employed  from  any  City  in  Germany,  and 
there  is  often  keen  competition  for  the  services  of  a  very  capable 
man.  In  Dresden,  he  is  chosen  for  life.  Associated  with  him 
are  a  number  of  experts  who  constitute  the  magistrat.  Some  of 
t)ie?e  are  paid ;  others  serve  free.  The  service  of  the  politician  is 
carefully  excluded.  When  there  is  a  vacancy,  the  Council  may 
advertise  for  candidates,  or  request  qualified  persons  who  desire 
to  compete,  to  present  their  evidences  of  qualifications,  experience, 
etc.  Out  of  those  applying,  or  asked  to  compete,  a  selection  is 
made,  the  candidates  coming  from  all  parts  of  Germany. 

The  Burgomaster  corresponds  to  the  Mayor  of  an  American 
City,  but  has  much  less  power,  and  his  selection  must  be  ratified 
by  the  King.  If  he  is  a  man  of  strong  personality,  his  influence 
may  be  very  great ;  but  he  cannot  veto  an  ordinance,  or  employ  or 
discharge  an  official  under  his  authority,  except  with  the  consent 
of  the  Council  and  subject  to  review  of  courts  to  which  a  dis- 
charged official  may  appeal.  In  some  cities  he  controls  the  police, 
in  others,  especially  the  larger  cities,  this  comes  vmder  a  commis- 
sioner appointed  by  the  State.  Each  branch  of  the  government, 
such  as  law,  finance,  accounting,  engineering,  education,  public 
charity,  city  planning,  etc.,  is  under  an  expert,  who  receives  a 
salary,  usually  larger,  cost  of  living  considered,  than  is  paid  for 
similar  work  in  America.  These  experts  form  the  paid  portion 
of  the  Magistrat,  and  with  the  Burgomaster  as  expert  in  chief, 
and  the  unpaid  members,  form  an  Executive  Council.  The  un- 
paid members  of  the  ]\[agistrat  are  usually  wealthy  men  of  com- 
parative leisure,  who  are  leaders  in  municipal,  social  and  indus- 
trial life,  and  are  highly  esteemed  as  such.  They  are  practically 
chosen  for  life  and  usually  constitute  about  half  of  the  Magistrat 
and  usually  are  members  of  the  Council.  Their  services  are  im- 
portant as  general  advisers  on  all  municipal  subjects,  and  the 
influence  they  are  able  to  bring  to  l)ear  for  the  support  of  the 
policies  of  the  administration  is  of  the  greatest  value.  Their  posi- 
tion is  dignified  and  highly  regarded  by  their  fellow-citizens. 

Of  individual  German  cities,  Hamburg  and  Bremen  remind  \i9 
of  American  cities.  The  enterprise  and  push  that  we  are  u.sed  to 
seeing  on  this  side  of  the  ocean  are  seen  everywhere,  and  in  Ham- 
burg in  particular,  for  as  one  of  the  free  cities  of  the  Gnuan 
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Empire,  this  in  fact  is  a  municipal  republic,  and  even  has  the  right 
to  coin  money  with  its  emblems  stamped  thereon  —  one  of  the 
indices  of  sovereignty. 

All  American  visitors  have  loved  Hamburg  for  its  hospitality 
as  well  as  for  its  beauty.  Originally  surrounded  with  strong  walls, 
ditches  and  moats,  situated  between  a  pestilential  marsh  and  the 
River  Elbe,  with  narrow  and  winding  streets  and  a  certain  medi- 
aeval charm,  this  City  was  one  of  the  first  in  Germany  to  emerge 
into  modern  life  and  recreate  itself.  In  1811,  the  population  is 
given  as  106,983;  in  1861,  it  had  reached  198,214;  in  1885, 
305,690 ;  while  in  1910,  it  was  855,000  —  a  rate  of  growth  seldom 
equaled  by  any  City.  It  was  visited  in  1842  by  a  great  fire  that 
destroyed  about  a  fourth  of  the  entire  City,  which  perhaps  accounts 
for  its  lack  of  historic  structures,  and  for  its  rapid  modern  prog- 
ress. In  rebuilding  the  City,  a  sewerage  system  was  installed  by 
English  engineers. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  City  is  the  beaiitiful  lakes  enclosed 
by  its  boulevards  and  parks,  known  as  the  Binnen  Alster  (plate  76) 
and  the  Aussen  Alster,  originally  noxious  marshes,  which  have  been 
excavated  and  made  into  beautiful  sheets  of  water  and  connected 
with  the  river.  The  smaller  of  these  is  about  a  mile  in  circumfer- 
ence, bounded  on  three  sides  by  qnays,  planted  with  trees  and  flow- 
ers, and  flanked  with  palatial  hotels,  business  edifices,  and  private 
dwellings.  Along  the  south  shore  passes  the  Jungfernstieg,  150 
feet  wide,  the  center  of  fashion  and  the  finest  street  in  the  City. 
There  are  restaurants  and  cafes  of  pleasing  design  on  the  shore 
front,  and  the  surface  of  the  water  is  enlivened  with  pleasure 
craft  and  water  fowl.  Stately  swans  float  by  in  the  simlight  and 
children  play  along  the  shore.  There  are  several  beautiful  stone 
bridges  over  connecting  waterways.  The  Lombards-Briecke  com- 
mands a  beautiful  prospect  of  the  Aussen- Alster,  which  is  quite 
a  large  sheet  of  water,  several  miles  long,  with  its  shores  embel- 
lished with  parks  and  villas. 

The  Rathaus,  completed  in  1897,  after  twelve  years  in  building, 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  structures  in  Germany.  There  are  on 
its  facade  bronze  statues  of  twenty  Gennan  emperors.  The  tower, 
nearly  400  feet  high,  is  surmounted  with  the  German  eagle.  In 
the  basement  is  a  famous  Eatsweinkeller,  which  is  one  of  the 
centers  of  social  life  in  the  City. 
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The  park  system  of  the  City  forms  a  broad  semi-circle  partly 
occupying  the  space  recovered  from  the  ancient  walls  and  fortifi- 
cations, crossing  on  necks  of  land  and  bridges  between  the  two 
lakes.  At  one  end,  near  St.  Pauli,  is  the  splendid  colossal  monu- 
ment to  Bismarck,  representing  him  as  a  Roland,  or  knight  of  the 
Middle  Ages,  one  of  the  most  impressive  memorials  in  Europe. 

The  harbor  is  artificially  formed  by  dredging  miles  of  basin  for 
shipping.  A  fine  tunnel  passes  under  the  river,  with  approaches 
by  means  of  elevators  at  either  end,  by  which  vehicular  and  pedes- 
trian traffic  is  taken  care  of.  The  tunnel  is  finished  inside  with 
enameled  tile  from  the  Emperor's  private  potteries,  he  having 
been  awarded  the  contract  for  this  part  of  the  work. 

Another  beautiful  City  that  always  appeals  strongly  to  the 
American  is  Diisseldorf.  "  Here  surely  is  the  beautiful  city,"  we 
think ;  "  no  other  in  Germany  can  match  it,"  as  we  stroll  down 
Konigs  Allee,  the  ample  parkway  which  runs  through  the  centre 
of  the  City.  The  Hofgarten  at  one  end;  at  the  other,  removed 
to  a  respectful  distance,  the  business  centre;  along  both  sides,  fine 
buildings  of  rich  and  harmonious  effect  forming  a  splendid  flank 
and  an  artistic  sky  line  to  the  park.  Water-gardens  and  pools  suc- 
ceed each  other  through  the  lawn  beneath  the  trees.  Tasteful  foun- 
tains, statuary  and  masses  of  flowering  plants  give  added  beauty. 
It  is  pleasant  to  see  the  people  appreciate  and  enjoy  these  things, 
and  note  how  careful  everyone  is  to  preserve  the  good  order,  clean- 
liness and  beauty  of  everything.  The  ornamentally  treated  water- 
gardens  and  stream  through  the  central  part  of  the  park  are  part 
of  the  ancient  ditches  and  moats  about  the  City  wall  now  demol- 
ished. Bridges  of  artistic  design  span  it  at  intervals,  decorated 
with  well  chosen  statuary. 

There  are  cafes  on  one  side,  and  the  theatres,  opera,  museum 
and  government  offices  are  near  by.  The  entire  parkway  is  under 
the  most  careful  inspection  and  control ;  its  orderliness  is  carried 
to  perfection  and  gives  somewhat  of  a  pervading  tone  of  formality. 
The  transportation  lines  make  this  their  objective  point,  as  the 
civic  center  to  which  the  people  come,  both  for  business  and 
amusement. 

Diisseldorf  is  a  city  of  about  360,000  people.  In  less  than  a 
century  it  has  gTown  from  20,000.  It  had  scarcely  40,000  in 
1850;  more  than  100,000  in  1890;  and  in  1900  had  reached 
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200,000.  This  remarkable  increase  is  attributed  to  the  enterprise 
of  the  City  in  attracting  industries  and  commerce,  and  in  provid- 
ing a  beautiful  and  convenient  home  for  its  people. 

The  planning  of  the  City  may  be  said  to  have  begun  in  earnest 
in  the  late  nineties,  when  the  Council  secured  the  services  of  Dr. 
Wilhelm  Marx,  as  Burgomaster ;  and  during  the  following  twelve 
years  was  carried  forward  with  large  expenditure  on  broad  lines, 
with  great  success.  A  new  City  practically  was  created,  with  new 
industries,  new  harbors,  and  new  bridges.  The  banks  of  the  Rhine 
were  provided  with  retaining  walls  miles  in  extent.  Marsh  lands 
were  reclaimed gardens,  parks  and  playgrounds  were  lavishly  pro- 
vided. Railways  were  lowered  so  as  to  prevent  grade  crossings, 
and  to  preserve  the  beauty  of  the  river  front.  Municipal  building 
operations  were  extensively  undertaken  for  all  purposes,  including 
a  magnificent  palace  for  use  as  a  permanent  exposition  building. 

The  harbor,  which  was  completed  in  1902,  now  receives  over 
1,200,000  tons  per  year.  It  is  a  remarkable  piece  of  engineering, 
and  beautiful  from  the  engineer's  standpoint,  as  well  as  useful. 

A  general  plan  was  provided  before  the  great  development 
referred  to  was  initiated,  and  every  part  of  the  City  conforms  to 
this  plan,  which  covers  undeveloped  suburban  land  not  to  be  im- 
proved for  many  years.  On  this  plan,  every  existing  and  future 
street  is  shown  with  all  of  the  projected  utilities,  widths  and 
grades  of  the  streets,  as  well  as  the  purposes  for  which  the  land 
may  be.  developed,  location  of  parks,  playgrounds  and  public  build- 
ings. ISTo  one  is  permitted  to  make  any  improvement  that  does 
not  conform  to  this  plan. 

The  locations  intended  for  schools  and  public  buildings  are 
acquired  far  in  advance.  The  City  is  a  large  speculator  in  real 
estate,  of  which  it  has  some  2,800  acres;  it  also  loans  money  on 
bond  and  mortgage  for  real  estate  development  to  encourage  home 
building. 

Sections  are  set  aside  for  factory  sites  and  for  laborers'  cottages ; 
other  sections  for  the  homes  of  persons  of  rank  and  wealth.  The 
height  of  the  building  is  strictly  controlled,  as  well  as  anything 
in  the  desigTi  that  might  injuriously  affect  the  valiie  of  property 
or  the  beauty  of  neighboring  buildings.  The  width  of  the  street  j 
determines  the  height  limit  of  all  buildings. 
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Houses  must  be  so  placed  that  ample  spaces  sliall  remain  for 
gardens,  and  the  City  oversees,  or  even  does  the  gardening  in  front 
of  the  houses,  so  as  to  ensure  a  beautiful  street  effect.  The  con- 
trolling hand  of  the  City  is  seen  everywhere ;  and  the  private  inter- 
est of  individual  owners  is  subordinated  to  the  community  interest, 
so  that  there  shall  be  orderliness,  safety,  sanitation,  and  beautiful 
effect. 

The  general  plan  of  the  City  provides  broad  thoroughfares  radi- 
ating from  the  civic  center,  not  unlike  the  ribs  of  a  fan.  These 
parlcways  are  plentifully  provided  with  fine  trees,  gardens  and 
flowers,  and  cosy  seats  for  pedestrians.  The  grass  plots  and 
lawns  are  carried  over  the  road  beds  of  the  tramcar  tracks,  and 
are  cared  for  as  carefully  as  the  parks,  along  either  side  of  which 
they  pass,  under  the  spreading  bougiis  of  the  trees.  The  noise  is 
tlius  deadened,  and  dirt  prevented.  "Well  paved  traffic  roads  are 
placed  along  the  right  side  of  one  track,  and  the  left  side  of  the 
other,  and  along  these  are  the  sidewalks,  which  are  broad  and  per- 
fect as  to  pavement.  These  streets  are  two  hundred  feet  wide  for 
a  considerable  distance  from  the  civic  centre,  after  which  the  width 
is  reduced. 

Along  these  broad  streets  one  passes  to  an  encircling  street  or 
"  Ring  Strasse,"  which  is  a  fine  l)oulevard.  A  magnifieent  natural 
woodland  park  is  reached  by  one  of  these  streets,  in  which  nature 
is  left  to  her  own  desigTi,  the  pi;rpose  being  to  give  the  effect  of  a 
natural  forest,  in  which  picnickers  may  enjoy  to  a  limited  extent 
the  call  of  the  wild. 

A  great  deal  might  be  written  about  the  numerous  public  enter- 
prises in  which  the  City  engages.  The  street  railways  are  owned 
and  operated  with  remarkably  good  results;  so  also  all  other  public 
utilities.  The  City  owned  theatre  is  a  great  success,  and  is  prac- 
tically a  part  of  the  educational  system,  as  it  provides  the  highest 
grade  drama  and  opera,  and  sells  cheap  tickets  available  to  the 
poorer  classes.  It  owns  also  a  fine  Tonhalle,  where  concerts  are 
given  and  a  restaurant  and  wine  cellar  are  conducted.  An 
orchestra  is  supported  by  the  City,  second  to  none  in  Gemiany. 
There  are  libraries,  reading  rooms,  lectures,  hospitals,  schools  of 
all  kinds,  a  fine  picture  gallery,  this  City  being  an  important  art 
centre  and  possessing  a  well  known  art  school. 


638    Amekican  Scenic  and  Histokic  Pkesekvation  Society 

It  is  gravely  asserted,  and  we  believe  with  truth,  by  the  learned  [j 
German  professors,  that  mankind  should  take  regular  hours  of 
play ;  recreation  they  urge  as  a  duty  imposed  on  the  citizen ;  and 
accordingly  playgrounds  are  provided  for  all.  | 

The  impression  one  gets  from  spending  a  few  days  in  this  City  " 
is  certainly  very  pleasant.  Everyone  seems  happy  and  contented. 
There  is  a  noticeable  spirit  of  good  nature  and  good  health  and,  \ 
if  possible,  more  than  the  usual  hearty  German  welcome  extended  I 
to  the  American  stranger.  Excellent  English  is  spoken  very  gen-  \ 
erally,  especially  by  the  school  children,  as  is  usual  in  all  the  \ 
large  cities  in  Germany.  Possibly  there  is  some  hypnotic  influ-  \. 
ence  present  in  the  happy  and  kindly  faces  one  constantly  meets,  i 
in  which  may  be  plainly  read,  "  Welcome  to  our  beautiful  city  "  ' 
—  and  surely  one  cannot  disagree  with  them.  Theirs  is  a  beauti-  | 
ful  city,  and  perhaps  their  faith  in  its  beauty  adds  a  great  deal  i 
to  its  impression.  : 

One  important  lesson  at  least  we  gather  from  Diisseldorf .  Here 
was  a  rather  small  and  far  from  rich  City,  without  beauty  or  even 
comfort,  that  one  day  determined  to  recreate  itself.    To  this  task, 
which  in  America  we  should  think  so  great,  the  little  City  gave 
its  best  thought  and  united  effort.    Conscious  that  city-building 
is  a  science  beyond  the  ordinary  burger,  they  sought  through  Ger-  | 
many  for  the  man  to  whom  they  could  confidently  entrust  the  | 
ordering  of  the  task,  and  fortunately  secured  Dr.  Wilhelm  Marx,  i 
from  among  a  number  of  competitors  who  offered  their  services.  I 

We  now  behold  their  success.    By  means  of  their  efforts  it  \ 
would  appear  that  they  have  created  a  rich  and  populous  City,  one  | 
of  the  show-places  of  Europe ;  and  they  are  all  happier,  healthier 
and  richer  than  before  they  embarked  on  the  great  project;  and 
the  future  offers  the  richest  promise  of  gTcatness  far  beyond  their  i 
dreams. 

The  impression  formed  on  visiting  the  larger  German  cities, 
such  as  Diisseldorf,  Hamburg,  and  Berlin,  is  of  the  newness  of 
everything  —  new  buildings,  new  streets,  splendid  railroad  sta- 
tions, and  a  tremendous  traffic.  One  is  at  once  reminded  of  the 
spirit  and  enterprise  of  our  western  cities.  There  is  very  seldom  ^ 
anything  to  suggest  the  past  except  some  memorial.  Where  an- 
cient buildings  have  escaped  Germany's  many  wars,  they  are  care- 
fully preserved  and  converted  to  municipal  use,  as  museums. 
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But  usually  the  City  of  to-day  found  very  little  of  note  to  preserve. 
For  the  most  part,  these  cities  are  constructed  on  lands  lying  out- 

;  side  of  the  ancient  city  walls,  which  have  now  disappeared. 

I  Where  walls  once  stood,  there  ai'e  parkways,  ring  strassen,  devel- 

1  oped  into  great  beauty. 

Berlin,  the  largest  City  of  Germany,  with  a  present  population 
inhabiting  its  metropolitan  district  of  nearly  four  million  persons, 
of  which  about  two-thrids  are  within  the  city  limits,  is  one  of  the 
most  rapidly  gTowing  of  modern  cities.    (See  plate  77.) 

At  the  close  of  the  Thirty  Years'  War,  the  population  is  said 
to  have  been  about  6,000  inhabitants.  In  1700,  this  had  passed 
20,000.  Frederick  the  Great  found  it  on  his  accession  in  1740, 
with  90,000 ;  and  in  1840,  at  the  accession  of  Frederick  William 
IV.,  it  had  332,000,  which  in  1872  had  grown  to  somewhat  more 
than  800,000,  since  which  time  the  increase  has  been  more  than 
four-fold. 

We  are  told  by  the  learned  Dr.  Kober  of  Georgetown  University, 
Washington,  D.  C,  that  in  1872  Berlin  and  Washington  were 
alike  in  primitive  municipal  condition. 

"  Without  adequate  distribution  of  water  supply,  the  larger  part 
of  their  population  was  dependent  upon  public  and  private  wells, 
without  sewerage  systems,  both  alike  supplied  with  makeshifts 
for  the  disposal  of  sewage  waste.  Their  streets  were  unpaved  and 
became  the  common  receptable  for  garbage,  ashes  and  house 
sweepings ;  and  along  the  gutters  the  surface  and  house  drainage 
was  conducted  to  the  neighboring  water  courses. 

"  Since  Berlin  began  its  system  of  sanitary  improvements  com- 
pleted in  1890,  at  a  cost  of  59,000,000  marks  for  water  supply, 
and  42,500,000  marks  for  sewers,  the  typhoid  fever  death  rate 
has  fallen  from  143  per  100,000  in  1872,  to  4  per  100,000  in 
1894;  and  the  general  death  rate,  from  32.9  per  1,000  in  1875,  to 
16.4  per  1,000  in  1904;  while  the  death  rate  from  typhoid  is 
six  times  as  great  in  Washington  as  in  Berlin. 

"  In  1875,  only  57  houses  in  Berlin  were  connected  with  sewers, 
and  the  death  rate  was  32.9  per  1,000.  In  1885,  16,000  houses 
were  connected  with  the  sewers,  and  the  death  rate  was  24.4.  In 
1904  the  use  of  the  sewers  was  general,  and  the  death  rate  was  16.4 
per  1,000." 

These  figures,  while  they  may  perhaps  appear  to  have  but  little 
bearing  on  city  beautification,  go  to  show  how  recent  was  the 
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creation  of  tlie  greatest  German  City,  and  how  little  it  owes  to 
the  slow  development  of  centuries. 

We  are  often  told  by  our  American  brethren,  that  "  of  course 
German  cities  are  great  and  beautiful,  but  to  make  them  so  has 
taken  ages."  "  Those  improvements  you  admire  took  a  thousand 
years  to  grow,"  said  one  of  these  critics.  "  We  cannot  hope  to 
make  our  cities  vie  with  those  of  the  Old  World  until  ages  have 
passed  over  us."  Erom  the  standpoint  of  historic  structures,  this 
idea  no  doubt  is  true.  One  must  grow  old  to  have  becoming  gi*ay 
hair. 

There  are  many  cities,  especially  in  France  and  Italy,  that  have 
gathered  beauty  from  age  to  age ;  and  some  that  have  mingled  their 
jewels  of  the  past  with  the  municipal  settings  of  the  present;  but 
these  are  not  the  cities  usually  referred  to  in  connection  with  city 
beautification.  The  latter  are  nearly  all  strictly  modern  and  new, 
replanned  and  rebuilt  within  the  last  forty  years.  All  street  pav- 
ing and  sanitary  improvements  and  city  planning  improvements  in 
Europe  are  recent,  designed  and  built  by  the  present  generation. 
No  city  illustrates  this  better  than  Berlin,  the  modern  capital  ot 
Germany,  and  which  the  imperial  family  designs  to  make  more 
beautiful  than  Paris  or  Vienna.  But  in  the  splendor  of  the  result, 
we  are  conscious  that  something  is  wrong.  Such  a  remark  would 
be  impious  if  applied  to  Diisseldorf  or  Erankford  or  Colog-ne  or 
Munich,  all  of  which  have  bloomed  into  modernity  in  less  than  a 
generation.  Berlin  has  been  replanned  to  be  superlatively  splen- 
did, to  typify  the  Empire.  Perhaps  this  intent  is  too  apparent. 
The  beauty  of  Diisseldorf,  an  almost  indefinable  charm,  upon  care- 
ful analysis,  we  think,  arises  from  its  success  as  a  well  planned 
and  cared  for  home  and  workshop,  embellished  with  unpretentious 
and  appropriate  decorations,  nature  having  been  largely  employed, 
in  the  form  of  tree  and  forest ;  while  the  free  wild  forest,  main- 
tained by  that  City,  supplies  ready  transition  from  the  confinement 
and  cares  of  city  life. 

Eor  city  embellishment  we  require  beauty  that  arises  with  spon- 
taneity out  of  the  useful,  and  crowds  out  the  ugly,  but  yet  is  not 
aggressive  —  a  natural  expression  of  psychological  aspirations, 
created  to  fit  the  needs  of  a  commimity,  and  support,  rather  than 
overburden  thought  and  fancy.  In  city  planning  and  improve- 
ment, we  cannot  capture  by  force  and  enchain  beauty.    If  our  art 
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has  not  a  certain  freedom  and  humility,  it  jars  upon  the  senses, 
like  discordant  sounds  in  music.  Embellishment  must  be  made  to 
sen^e  utility.  We  must  create  the  useful  along  beautifiil  lines. 
Even  the  monuments  placed  in  our  streets  and  parks  to  commemo- 
rate national  events  and  heroic  characters,  are  utilities,  just  as  are 
schools,  streets  and  railroads;  and  if  not  beautiful,  they  are  de- 
cidedly offensive. 

The  use  of  monuments  to  commemorate  events  and  also  to 
beautify  a  City,  should  never  run  into  the  advertising  either  of 
the  artist  or  the  event  commemorated.  Well  placed,  a  simple,  well 
designed  statue  gives  distinction :  Berlin  has  some  that  are  especi- 
ally fine,  along  with  many  that  we  do  not  admire.  The  Luther 
memorial  is  admirable  and  so  placed  that  it  hallows  its  vicinity. 
So,  also,  is  that  of  Frederick  the  Grreat  in  Unter  den  Linden,  seen 
from  a  distance,  its  elevation  being  too  high  for  a  near  view. 

There  are  beautiful  memorials  in  Sieges  Allee,  well  arranged  so 
that  the  heroic  genius  of  Germany  appeals  strongly  to  patriotism ; 
and  love  of  history  is  cultivated.  These  monuments  are  truly 
public  educational  utilities  and  should  be  looked  upon  as  such. 
But  the  groups  of  imperial  and  royal  statuary  around  the  royal 
palace  are,  we  think,  more  damaging  to  the  spirit  of  imperial  Ger- 
many than  all  the  tirades  of  the  social  democrats,  as  they  seem  to 
advertise  royalty. 

Judged  by  these  principles,  the  finest  memorials  in  Europe  are 
those  which  leave  the  imagination  of  the  beholder  to  supply  more 
than  they  I'eveal,  that  draw  their  greatness  both  from  the  great 
event  or  person  that  they  commemorate,  and  from  their  own  simple 
beauty.  Among  these  are  the  Lion  of  Lucerne,  the  Frederick  the 
Great,  and  the  Luther  denkmal,  at  Berlin ;  the  Cromwell  at  West- 
minster Hall,  London,  the  Lafayette  in  tlie  court  of  the  Louvre  in 
Paris'^  (a  gift  from  the  school  children  of  the  Lnited  States  to  the 
French  nation)  —  and  there  are  many  more. 

The  first  impression  of  Berlin  is  very  good.  Starting  from  tin- 
Pariser  Platz  (we  walk  through  Unter  den  Linden  to  the  Royal 
Palace,  for  this  gives  a  fine  idea  of  all  that  is  best  in.  the  City. 
Unter  den.  Linden  is  a  fine  parkway,  IGO  feet  wide,  with  roadways 
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and  sidewalk  on  either  side  of  the  parked  space  through  the  center; 
a  fine  broad  walk  with  frequent  seats,  passes  through  the  parked 
space,  over  which  the  limbs  of  the  linden  trees  interlace  like  the 
vaulted  groining  of  a  Gothic  cathedral. 

EetuiTiing  to  the  Brandenberg  Gate,  and  passing  through,  we 
continue  our  walk  through  the  Tier  Garten,  a  fair-sized  park  of 
remarkable  beauty,  and  turning  into  Sieges  Allee,  a  broad  avenue 
with  fine  statuary  already  referred  to,  we  pass  to  the  Konigsplatz, 
with  its  monument  of  victory  and  fine  view  of  the  Bismarck  monu- 
ment, and  the  Reichstag  building;  then  returning,  we  pass  onward 
to  Belleview-Strasse,  to  Leipsiger  Platz,  an  important  civic  center ; 
thence  through  Leipziger  Strasse,  which  is  rich  in  splendid  build- 
ings, to  Friedrichs  Strasse,  returning  to  Unter  den  Linden.  The 
busiest  intersection  in  Berlin  is  said  to  be  where  these  streets 
cross. 

Berlin  is  pre-eminently  a  regularly  planned  and  scientifically  i 
beautified  City.    As  it  is  the  capital,  every  effort  has  been  made 
to  secure  magnificence  as  well  as  convenience.    ISTo  City  in  Europe  i 
can  show  better  pavements  or  cleaner  or  more  carefully  kept  parks. 

The  transportation  utilities  are  notably  excellent.    The  City} 
plan  is  very  good  for  convenience  and  beauty,  and  the  buildings | 
are  splendid,  though  in  many  cases  over  oraate.    Berlin's  main 
fault  lies  in  this,  that  the  attempt  has  been  made  in  some  instances 
to  decorate  the  beautiful,  and  the  City  suffers  in  comparison  with 
Paris  for  this  reason. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  have  been  given  the  most  elaborate 
care,  and  the  sewage  irrigation  farms,  which  cover  a  greater  acre- 
age than  the  City,  show  the  visitor  no  suggestion  of  their  use, 
which  is  to  turn  the  offensive  wastes  of  the  City  into  valuable 
agricultural  products,  instead  of  permitting  the  defilement  of  the 
River  Spree.  These  sewage  farms  are  worthy  of  every  visitor's; 
attention,  for  they  are  really  gardens  of  flowers  and  vegetables,! 
and  orchards  with  beautiful  stores  of  fruits  ripening  in  the  sun-[ 
shine;  and  there  is  no  sign  of  the  offensive  materials  which  are| 
led  by  hidden  ditches  and  pipes-  into  the  soil  to  feed  the  roots  of 
the  plants.  Unfortunately,  there  is  not  available  land  enough  to' 
permit  the  extension  of  this  system  of  sewage  treatment;  and  anj 
immense  filtration  plant,  which  employs  the  most  modern  inten-| 
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sive  English  method  of  sewage  treatment,  is  provided  at  the  neigh- 
boring village  of  Wilmersdorf.  In  future  the  farms  will  not  be 
extended,  but  other  plants  like  that  of  Wilmersdorf  will  be  pro- 
vided to  take  care  of  the  growth  of  the  City. 

In  common  with  many  other  Gei-man  cities,  Berlin  has  required 
the  unsightly  gas-tanks  to  be  Miilt  with  masonry  walls  of  pleasing 
design,  not  unlike  that  of  the  Roman  Coliseum. 

Berlin  is  a  City  of  beautiful  suburbs.  Excellent  transit  facil- 
ities make  it  possible  to  live  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
City  and  yet  get  in  and  out  easily  in  time  for  business  In  this 
feature,  all  Gennan  cities  are  particularly  interested,  and  suburban 
development  is  everywhere  included  in  the  city  plan.  The  Ger- 
man has  a  passion  for  country  life,  and  if  his  circiimstances  render 
it  possible,  will  prefer  to  live  out  of  town. 

A  curious  feature  of  Geraaan  life  is  the  small  country  place,  of 
which  there  are  a  great  many  around  Berlin.  These  are  agricul- 
tural lands  outside  of  the  suburbs,  divided  into  small  plots  or 
squares,  most  of  them  not  more  than  20  meters  square.  Each  plot 
is  rented  to  a  city  dweller  of  the  middle  class,  or  the  professional 
man  of  small  means,  who  builds  his  own  house,  usually  with  his 
own  hands,  as  this  is  considered  a  great  pleasure  in  itself.  These 
structures  are  often  portable  houses,  purchased  ready  to  be  erected, 
and  tents,  or  even  more  primitive  shacks  are  used.  A  number  of 
members  of  the  same  family,  or  friends,  take  adjoining  plots  and 
help  each  other.  There  is  often  much  originality  and  even  beauty 
in  these  rude  structures.  The  cost  is  usually  within  $100  (400 
marks),  and  with  repairs  the  house  will  last  for  years.  During 
the  summer  the  family  live  in  these  odd  country  seats,  coming 
from  their  city  homes  as  often  as  possible,  and  remaining  for  a 
few  days  at  each  visit.  Every  member  from  the  father  down  to 
the  youngest  toddler  gardens  or  farms,  and  the  visits  are  always 
frequent  enough  to  keep  the  growing  plants  in  good  order.  Some 
families  remain  all  summer. 

It  is  inevitable  that  we  should  compare  Berlin  with  Paris. 
These  cities,  both  capitals  of  gi'eat  nations,  are  very  dissimilar  in 
almost  every  other  feature.    Berlin  is  considerably  the  larger  in 
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population,  and  the  more  modern  in  appearance,  but  it  lacks  tlie 
beauty  as  well  as  the  individuality  of  Paris. 

Berlin  has  developed  its  plan  along  scientific  lines  and  is  ever 
extending  itself  in  accordance  with  all  that  is  most  approved  in. 
city-building.  Projects  are  under  way  that  will  cost  nearly 
$100,000,000.  Paris  has  also  planned  extensive  improvements, 
including  the  razing  of  its  unsightly  and  useless  walls.  Of  course, 
the  present  war  will  interfere  with  all  these  schemes  for  some 
years ;  but  the  broad  vision  of  European  cities  leads  them  to  make 
plans  and  prepare  years  in  advance  for  desirable  improvements. 

Paris  is,  beyond  doubt,  the  most  beautiful  large  City  in  the 
world,  but  it  is  without  many  of  the  conveniences  and  the  provi- 
sions for  individual  comfort  and  safety  which  are  possessed  by 
many  of  the  smallest  German  cities.  No  other  City  is  so  elab- 
orately planned,  or  has  such  splendid  boulevards,  avenues,  and 
streets;  but  the  houses  and  apartments  of  the  middle  class  and 
the  poor  are  very  inferior  to  similar  structures  in  Berlin  and  most 
German  cities.  The  public  utilities  are  also  far  inferior.  The 
streets  are  not  as  well  paved  and  not  as  clean,  and  the  city  sani- 
tation is  far  less  satisfactory.  In  Berlin,  the  sewage  farms  are 
operated  by  the  City's  poor  and  dependent  class,  who  are  thus 
given  an  opportunity  to  earn  their  living,  and  the  management  is 
very  efficient.  In  Paris,  the  land  of  the  sewage  farms  is  leased 
to  the  highest  bidder  for  so  much  per  hectare,  and  subleased  to 
small  garden-truck  cultivators  at  a  handsome  profit,  with  the 
result  that  raising  vegetables  is  made  the  principal  use  of  the 
farm ;  and  when  the  sewage  is  not  needed  to  irrigate  these  garden- 
plots,  it  is  allowed  to  run  into  the  River  Seine.  Frequently  one- 
third  of  the  entire  flow  is  thus  discharged  causing  gross  pollution 
of  the  river.  These  farms  are,  therefore,  far  less  efficient  than  the 
similar  farms  at  Berlin. 

The  municipal  housekeeping  of  Paris  is  in  fact  far  inferior  to 
most  German  and  English  cities.  The  conception  of  the  peopfe 
as  to  public  decency  is  quite  different  from  German  and  English 
ideas,  and  is  decidedly  Latin,  as  may  be  observed  from  the  un- 
sightly, ill-kept,  and  malodorous  public  comfort  conveniences  for 
males,  which  occur  on  every  block  and  are  decorated  with  flaring 
advertising  matter. 
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Tlie  luagnificeut  features  of  the  City,  which  are  world-famous 
and  costly,  are  only  incidentally  related  to  the  life  of  the  people. 
The  planning  was  not  carried  out  for  the  well-being  of  the  class 
of  citizens  who  work  for  wages,  with  intent  to  improve  their 
physical,  mental,  and  moral  condition,  which  is  the  especial  aim 
of  Gennan  city  planning;  but  to  create  an  impression  of  wealth 
and  splendor  surrounding  the  rich  and  powerful. 

For  these_reasons,  Paris  ceased  to  be  France,  as  she  used  to  be 
considered,  when  she  became  beautiful ;  and  the  French  people, 
with  all  their  splendid  qualities  and  artistic  temperament,  can  best 
be  studied  anywhere  else  than  in  Paris;,  while  one  can  scarcely 
find  a  better  place  to  study  the  German  than  in  Berlin,  Paris 
reveals  the  splendor  of  the  republican  state,  and  exhibits  the  relics 
of  the  marvelous  history  of  France,  and  the  masterpieces  of  her 
admirable  art.  Berlin  is  quite  willing  and  desirous  of  doing  the 
same  thing  and  has  tried  to  rival  Paris.  In  this  we  think  she  has 
failed ;  but  this  aim  was  only  a  secondary  object,  her  primary 
object  being  the  uplifting  of  her  citizens ;  and  in  this  she  has 
succeeded. 

Beautiful  beyond  question  is  Paris;  and  in  no  other  City  does 
everything  seem  so  gTeatly  to  conspire  with  intent  to  produce  a 
fine  impression  on  the  stranger.  There  is  something  to  appeal  to 
the  visitor  from  every  land.  If  from  America,  stand  in  the  Place 
du  Carrousel,  with  the  wide  sweep  of  the  wings  of  the  Louvre 
enclosing  the  place  on  three  sides.  Here,  beyond  the  graceful  arch, 
copied  after  that  of  Serverus  at  Rome,  once  stood  the  Tuileries, 
the  ancient  palace  of  the  kings,  where  Franklin,  envoy  and  agent 
of  the  young  Republic  of  the  West,  sued  for  alliance  with  the 
oldest  royalty  of  Europe,  and  not  in  vain.  Of  that  palace  not 
one  stone  has  been  left  upon  another,  the  Commune  having  swept 
it  all  away  in  the  terrible  year  of  18Y1.  It  has  passed,  as  had 
royalty  in  France.  A  graceful  park,  with  beautiful  statuary,  com- 
memorates its  name.     (See  plate  75.) 

A  view  in  the  other  direction  reveals  the  beautiful  pavilions  and 
connecting  facades  of  the  Louvre,  the  finest  Renaissance  building 
in  France,  possibly  in  Europe.  A  grass-plot  occupies  the  centre 
of  the  court  before  us ;  ornamental  trees  and  shrubs  heighten  but 
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do  not  hide  a  fine  equestrian  statue  in  bronze,  upon  an  artistically 
designed  pedestal.    ( See  plate  Y4. ) 

Who  may  be  the  presumptive  rider,  bronze  even  though  he  be, 
out  of  the  dim  shades  of  storied  history,  that  stops  his  horse  here, 
as  though  he  sought  the  most  kingly  of  all  stables  ?  A  movement 
toward  it  and  we  behold  him  who  was  the  companion  of  Washing- 
ton, the  beloved  Lafayette ;  and  it  is  no  little  pleasure  to  read : 

Erected 
by  the 
School  Children 

of  the 
United  States 
in 

Grateful  Memory 
of 

LAFAYETTE 
Statesman 
Soldier 
Patriot 

If  the  visitor  is  Russian,  the  Pont  Alexandre  (plate  75)  arises 
before  him;  and  indeed,  the  stranger  from  every  nation  will  find 
some  memorial  to  show  that  France  desires  to  show  her  regard  for 
his  country  and  to  bid  him  welcome. 

Paris  has  been  so  often  described  and  so  well,  that  it  would  be 
inexcusable  to  go  into  detail  as  to  her  many  splendid  streets  and 
buildings,  where  the  hands  of  Louis  XIV,  Jfapoleon  I  and  Napo-  j 
leon  III,  Baron  Ilaussmann  and  others  have  left  a  lasting  | 
impression.  ; 

Speaking  in  a  historical  sense,  it  is  but  a  few  years  since  Paris 
was  replanned  and  beautified.  In  the  age  of  Louis  XIV,  she  was 
far  from  being  a  beautiful  City,  and  up  to  the  middle  of  the  last 
century  her  streets  were  narrow  and  dirty  and  poorly  paved. 

Indeed,  but  few  cities  on  the  European  continent  dared  pave  ■ 
their  streets  with  stone-paving  blocks,  which  afforded  the  mob  a 
too  ready  means  of  making  barricades  in  the  frequent  times  of 
riot.  Sanitation  was  unknown.  .  The  difficulties  and  uncertainty 
of  human  life  were  too  great  a  factor  to  permit  development  along 
the  lines  that  within  the  last  fiftv  years  have  created  the  modern 
City. 
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ISTapoleon  I  was  responsible  for  considerable  progress  along  the 
lines  of  city  planning  in  Paris ;  but  his  fall  put  an  end  to  the  move- 
ment for  years,  until  N"apoleon  III  came  into  power  in  1848, 
when  it  was  detennined  to  replan  the  city.  In  1853,  Baron 
1 1  aussmann,  a  lawyer  with  artistic  ideas  and  great  business  ability, 
became  Prefect  de  la  Seine,  and  produced  a  plan  for  the  complete 
remodeling  of  the  City.  He  gave  particular  attention  to  diagonal 
streets,  open_ spaces,  and  civic  centres.  Traffic  consideration  were 
given  the  gi'eatest  importance  and  were  not  sacrificed  for  effects 
of  beauty.  Between  1850  and  1870,  it  is  said  $250,000,000  was 
spent,  and  the  work  has  been  going  forward  ever  since. 

The  ability  of  the  people  to  secure  beautiful  surroundings,  if 
they  take  advantage  of  their  opportunities  and  look  ahead,  is  well 
illustrated  by  the  experience  of  Ulm,  which,  though  a  small  City, 
teaches  a  valuable  lesson. 

Ulm  is  an  up-to-date  manufacturing  City  with  56,000  people. 
It  is  an  historic  place,  which  has  been  modemized  and  extended 
without  losing  its  character,  and  exercises  a  peculiar  charm  upon 
visitors,  inducing  them  to  loiter  for  days  among  its  ancient  monu- 
ments and  vine-clad  hills.  Its  beautiful  minster,  a  fourteenth 
century  building,  has  the  tallest  spire  in  Europe.  On  account  of 
its  ancient  walls  and  topographic  features,  its  housing  area  was 
greatly  restricted,  and  as  a  progressive  City,  anticipating  a  rapid 
growth,  it  secured  80  per  cent,  of  the  land  within  and  adjacent 
to  its  walls. 

The  ancient  forts  and  walls  were  acquired  in  1902,  and  the 
opportunity  then  presented  itself  for  city  planning  along  broad 
lines  for  the  future.  The  ground  around  the  City  was  greatly 
increased  in  value  when  the  inner  walls  became  its  property,  but 
the  City  had  foreseen  this  and  had  commenced  purchasing  the 
land  in  1891,  eleven  years  before  it  acquired  the  walls. 

The  officials  recognized  the  possibility  of  obtaining  the  walls 
and  of  replanning  the  City,  and  had  foreseen  that  the  great  cost 
of  the  purchase  and  the  razing  of  the  walls,  as  well  as  for  the 
construction  of  new  streets  and  the  changes  contemplated  within 
the  walls,  would  prove  too  great  an  expense  unless  advantage  could 
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be  taken  of  the  resulting  increased  value  of  the  land  outside  of 
the  walls.  Therefore,  about  1,200  acres  were  purchased  at  nearly 
$1,400,000.  Of  this,  about  one-third  was  sold  later  on,  when  the 
improvements  had  been  made,  for  $1,600,000,  and  two-thirds 
remained  to  be  disposed  of  at  a  still  greater  profit.  The  fortress, 
purchased  in  addition,  for  about  $1,000,000,  covered  172  acres, 
and  $600,000  was  spent  in  purchasing  houses  within  the  old  walls 
and  in  improving  the  sanitary  conditions.  The  new  plan  provided 
a  number  of  fine  wide  streets  and  boulevards,  greatly  improved 
housing  conditions,  and  added  much  to  the  City's  beauty. 

One  of  the  marvels  of  Germany  is  the  great  success  with  which 
citizens  co-operate  in  all  their  private  and  public  enterprises. 
Getting  together  for  the  common  interest,  regardless  of  partisan- 
ship or  preconceived  ideas,  seems  peculiarly  German.  Communal 
sympathy  must  have  much  to  do  with  this,  for  in  German  cities 
this  is  markedly  present.  Each  German  has  a  peculiar  feeling  of 
allegiance  to  his  City,  and  a  feeling  of  kinship  with  his  fellow- 
citizens. 

The  writer  expressed  such  an  opinion  to  a  well-known  public 
man  in  Germany,  who,  while  admitting  the  existence  of  the  char- 
acteristic referred  to,  explained  the  problem  quite  difFerently,  as 
follows : 

"  You  will  recall,"  he  said,  "  that  these  enterprises  you  admire 
are  quite  recent.  These  city  improvements  have  originated  and 
been  carried  to  their  successful  issue  since  1870.  The  German 
feeling  of  kinship  and  love  of  City  as  a  racial  characteristic,  must 
have  existed  for  ages  without  producing  such  results.  There  was 
scarcely  a  paved  street  or  sewer  system  in  Germany  before  the 
time  of  Bismarck;  but  since  1870,  the  growth  has  been  marvelous. 

"  ISTow  consider ;  these  things  become  possible  because  of  a  com- 
mon aim  and  united  purpose,  a  habit  formed  by  actual  discipline 
that  enabled  the  people,  many  of  them  far  from  educated,  not 
even  very  intelligent  at  the  time  the  beginning  was  made,  to  work 
together  in  civil  life  much  as  in  the  ranks  of  an  army.  Observe" 
this  carefully:  Germany  is  the  army;  the  army  is  Germany. 
Surrounded  as  we  are  and  always  have  been  with  powerful,  even 
hostile  neighbors  and  rivals,  thrown  upon  the  members  of  the 
German  race  for  protection,  we  have  developed  a  civil  life  with  a 
military  spirit,  a  military  life  with  a  civil  spirit,  and  we  are  all 
as  one  man  on  the  point  that  Germany  must  continue  to  be  great 
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and  free,  and  permtted  to  fulfil  liev  mission  of  civilization.  Since 
1870,  this  has  meant  constant  preparedness  for  war,  for  our 
position  could  scarcely  remain  unchallenged. 

It  is  obvious  that  success  in  war  depends  upon  success  in 
peace.  The  training  and  education  of  the  citizen  must  be  such 
that  all  can  act  together  for  a  definite  purpose  which  his  leaders 
consider  requisite  for  his  well-being.  Those  in  the  lower  ranks  must 
be  tauglit  to  feel  confidence  in  those  in  the  higher  ranks,  and  those 
in  the  higher  ranks  must  be  trained  to  responsibility,  just  as  in 
the  army.  -The  country  that  from  the  training  and  discipline 
given  its  men  is  quickest  and  best  able  to  bring  its  resources  to 
bear  efficiently,  either  in  peace  or  war,  stands  the  best  chance  of 
success.  An  abundant  and  healthy  I'ace  of  men  must  be  bred  to  fill 
the  ranks,  and  this  can  only  be  done  successfully  by  social  and 
industrial  efficiency.  Commerce  and  labor  alone  can  supply  the 
surplus  wealth  in  private  lands  that  must  be  ready  to  sustain  war. 
The  Aveapons  of  warfare  demand  the  highest  scientific  and 
mechanical  skill ;  chemistry  and  engineering  must  be  employed 
to  the  limit  of  their  capacity. 

"  Such  a  development  as  outlined  has,  of  necessity,  been  created 
in  Germany  since  1870.  The  results  in  civil  life  have  been  very 
remarkable  and  have  almost  justified  the  military  theory,  as  a 
tonic  to  social  evolution,  science  and  industry.  The  growth  of 
German  cities  has  resulted  from  the  impetus  given  by  universal 
military  training." 

In  other  woi'ds,  according  to  this  opinion,  the  preparation  for 
war  constantly  going  on  for  forty  odd  years  has  incidentally  and 
unexpectedly  stimulated  and  turned  out  for  the  advantage  of  Ger- 
man industrial  progress.  Preparation  for  dealing  death  and  de- 
struction has  created  civilization ! 

But  this  theory  is  not  accepted  by  the  German  Socialist-Demo- 
crats, one  of  whom  told  the  writer  that  it  was  entirely  wrong,  and 
that  the  true  reason  for  the  great  progress  made  by  Gennany  since 
1870  was  long  continued  peace,  which  hitherto  had  never  been 
enjoyed  to  the  same  extent.    lie  said: 

"  For  ages  Gernumy  has  been  the  victim  of  France  and  Austria, 
the  cat's  paw  of  England.  The  true  cause  of  German  progress 
is  that  Bismarck  cleared  the  field.  The  German  race  always 
possessed  the  high  qualities  that  we  admire  to-day,  but  a  dis- 
jointed militarism,  in  which  every  local  county  or  principality 
was  an  independent  sovereignty  ruled  by  a  military  feudalism, 
made  progress  impossible. 
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"  The  German  people,  once  united  in  a  peaceeful  democratic 
republican  government,  protected  from  their  enemies  by  ample 
military  provision  for  defense,  would  naturally  progress  as  greatly 
or  even  more  greatly  than  they  have  done  notwithstanding  the 
burden  of  forced  military  service.  The  German  is  intensely 
social,  fond  of  his  family,  devoted  to  his  sense  of  duty,  with  a 
mind  both  profound  and  ingenious ;  capable  of  the  highest  develop- 
ment ;  and  he  is  essentially  democratic. 

"  Militarism  is  entirely  unnatural  to  Germany,  and  notwith- 
standing the  historical  fact  that  she  has  been,  and  still  is,  sur- 
rounded with  potential  enemies,  ready  to  arise  at  any  moment 
and  rend  her  piecemeal,  militarism  has  no  sure  foundation  in  Ger- 
many. The  people  despise  and  groan  under  it ;  but  all  realize 
that  it  is  necessary  and  affords  safety.  What  might  we  not  be, 
what  might  we  not  do  for  the  civilization  of  the  Vi^orld,  if  we  were 
not  compelled  to  pay  an  enormous  and  continual  tribute  to  the 
war  god ! 

"  For  the  present  at  least  we  must  keep  on  paying  the  price  of 
our  freedom  and  safety."  - 

The  reader  may  select  either  of  the  above  theories,  or  form  one 
for  himself.  Perhaps  both  are  partly  true,  for  really  there  is 
less  conflict  between  them  than  at  first  appears.  The  same  facts 
are  seen  merely  from  different  standpoints. 

The  writer  visited  Gennany  when  the  political  sky  was  rela- 
tively clear,  though  there  were  a  few  clouds  in  sight ;  but  within 
a  few  months  the  present  conflict  was  at  its  height ;  and  recalling 
the  incidents  of  our  trip  and  the  hospitality  and  kindness  so  uni- 
versally extended  to  us,  a  harsh  judgTuent  of  the  Germans  cannot 
be  entertained. 

It  is  impossible  in  an  article  of  this  lengih  to  give  much  idea  < 
of  the  actual  things  that  are  regarded  as  beautiful.  One  City  has  ; 
much  in  common  with  all  others,  in  that  it  is  made  up  of  streets,  i 
buildings,  parks,  etc. ;  and  yet  there  is  endless  variety  in  every 
one.  Each  City  has  its  own  individuality  and  produce  its  own  , 
effect. 

Our  object  has  been  to  go  into  detail  only  in  so  far  as  would 
illustrate  principles  which  seem  to  be  of  general  application  and 
of  general  interest.  So  many  excellent  books  and  articles  have 
been  placed  within  the  reach  of  the  public,  that  to  do  more  than 
give  a  rapid  personal  impression  would  perhaps  be  an  impertinence. 
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To  sum  up,  or  generalize  tlie  impression  made  by  German  cities, 
one  thing  stands  out  particularly,  whicli  is  the  prominence  given 
to  artistic  effect  in  planning  street  systems  and  the  arrangement  of 
buildings,  and  the  advantage  taken  of  any  natural  characteristic  of 
the  location  to  enhance  the  beauty  of  a  city.  Svpamps  are  turned 
into  lakes;  hills  are  crowned  with  beautiful  architecture,  or  well 
designed  monuments. 

Broad  boulevards  are  seen,  laid  out  in  sweeping  curves,  and 
bordered  with  trees,  -wide  sidewalks  and  foot  paths,  sidewalk  cafes 
and  seats,  adaptable  to  the  outdoor  life  of  the  people.  The  cut- 
ting of  wide  avenues  through  tenement  districts  and  pest-spots, 
and  making  the  enhanced  value  of  the  land  pay  for  the  improve- 
ment by  the  simple  means  of  taking  the  land  and  selling  it  after 
making  the  improvement,  with  the  added  advantage  of  being  able 
to  restrict  the  size  and  style  of  buildings  to  be  placed  on  it,  is  one 
'  of  the  "wisest  of  city  methods  for  obtaining  fine  avenues  and  fine 
buildings. 

Other  characteristics  of  German  cities  are  public  buildings  that 
are  monumental,  a  source  of  beauty  and  civic  pride,  for  public  busi- 
ness and  popular  resort  and  recreation,  as  rathauses,  opera  houses, 
theatres,  museums,  etc. ;  the  adoption  and  carrying  out  progres- 
sively of  a  comprehensive  architectural  scheme,  so  as  to  secure 
symmetry  and  beauty,  in  height  of  building  and  their  design, 
and  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  permitted  to  be  used 
in  the  various  civic  centres;  and  the  provision  of  adequate 
facilities  for  traffic,  by  providing  arcades  passing  through  or  under 
buildings,  as  is  frequently  done,  where  streets  cannot  be  provided. 

A  striking  feature  is  the  provisions  for  river-bank  improvement, 
full  advantage  being  taken  of  this  opportunity  for  beautiful  effects, 
as  well  as  for  utility,  instead  of  the  littered  and  neglected  condi- 
tion permitted  to  such  places  in  our  country. 

Dresden,  well  named  the  Florence  of  the  ISTorth,  which  impressed 
the  writer  as  the  most  beautiful  City  in  Germany ;  Cologne  withi 
its  wonderful  cathedral  and  splendid  avenues  and  Ring-strassen ; 
Frankfort-on-the-Main,  a  City  of  unique  beauty,  where  the  ancient 
structures,  such  as  the  Romerberg,  are  made  to  contrast  with  and 
heighten  the  beauty  of  new  buildings,  such  as  the  municipal  the- 
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atre,  the  palm  garden,  and  others;  Wiesbaden,  with  its  parks, 
gardens  and  beautiful  street-plan ;  Munich,  with  a  magnificence  of 
buildings  and  design  in  city  plan  that  make  us  hesitate  to  call 
Dresden  the  more  beautiful;  Strassburg,  which  of  all  German 
cities,  impresses  one  as  the  most  German,  originally  and  for  ages 
a  City  of  the  German  Empire,  until  added  to  the  Kingdom  of 
Louis  IV  by  conquest;  with  its  well-planned  streets  and  squares 
and  fine  old  buildings,  with  strangely  beautiful  sky-lines,  and  its 
cathedral,  both  grand  and  delicate;  not  to  mention  the  cities  of 
Austria  that  are  all  worthy  of  description,  must  all  be  passed  over 
by  us  without  further  remark.  Space  does  not  permit  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  fine  things  they  show  the  traveler,  and  enough  has 
already  been  said  to  illustrate  and  enforce  the  point  intended, 
which  is  to  show  that  municipal  beautification  and  improvement 
may  be  accomplished  without  the  cost  being  prohibitive,  and  at 
the  same  time  every  interest  of  the  city  well  served,  with  the 
greatest  increase  in  the  health,  wealth  and  happiness  of  the  citi- 
zens, by  a  wise  use  of  opportunities  which  lay  within  the  reach  of 
every  American  City. 

Georoe  T.  Hammond^ 
215  Montague  Street,  Brooklyn,  Is^.  Y. 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY 

OF  NEW  YORK 


Following  is  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  City  of  ISTew  York  after  the  Eevolution,  pub- 
lished in  the  Reports  of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Pres- 
ervation Society.  It  is  continuous  with  the  portions  published  in 
these  Reports  in  the  years  1912,  1913  and  1914. 

Recapitulating  the  statements  heretofore  made  concerning  the 
printing  of  the  Minutes  of  the  municipal  governments  of  I^ew 
Amsterdam  and  New  York : 

The  Minutes  of  the  Dutch  Period,  from  1653  to  1674,  have  been 
printed  by  the  City  in  seven  volumes  entitled  "  The  Records  of 
ISTew  Amsterdam  from  1653  to  1674  Anno  Domini." 

The  Minutes  of  the  English  Period  from  1675  to  1776  have  been 
published  by  the  City  in  eight  volumes  entitled  "  Minutes  of  the 
Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New  York,  1675-1776." 

There  are  no  known  records  during  the  British  military  regime 
from  1775  to  1783. 

The  Minutes  from  1784  to  1831  have  not  been  printed  except 
the  portions  published  in  these  Reports. 

Since  1831,  the  transactions  of  the  City  Government  have  been 
regularly  printed  by  the  City. 

Since  the  fire  in  the  Capitol  at  Albany  on  March  29,  1911, 
which  destroyed  pi'iceless  historical  manuscripts,  the  American 
Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society  has  been  urging  the 
printing  of  the  unpublished  Minutes  from  1784  to  1831 ;  and  with 
a  view  to  placing  at  least  a  portion  of  them  beyond  danger,  while 
the  City  Government  is  deliberating  on  the  publication  of  them 
all,  the  Society  has  printed  three  instalments  covering  the  period 
from  February  10,  1784,  to  January  12,  1788,  comprised  in  the 
452  pages  of  Volume  8  of  manuscript  Minutes,  and  pages  1  to 
38  of  Volume  9. 
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Herewith  are  given  pages  o9  to  239,  both  inclusive,  of  Volume  9. 
The  comments  on  typography  made  in  the  introduction  to  the 
first  instalment  in  our  Report  for  1912  apply  also  to  the  follow- 
ing. The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  numbers  of  the  pages  of  the 
original  manuscript  volume  and  are  placed  before  the  first  word 
of  the  page  so  numbered. 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

•'01     n'+     -f    ")  At  a  Cormnon  Council  held  at  the 

..J J     l^itJ  o±    (gg      (..^^^  jj^^j^  g^.^  (j.^^  Wednes- 

New  York)  ^j^^  ^^th  j^^^^      j^^^y  lygg 

Present/    James  Duane  Esq^  Mayor 


W  Gilbert 
Jerem*^  Wool 
Peter  Elting 
John  Wylley 


^Esq""^  Ald° 


James  Nicholson 
Ab™  Van  Gelder 
Joseph  Pierson 
Geo:Janeway  J 


^Assist*^ 


The  Clerk  ]5rodnced  to  the  Board  accord^  t  oorder  a  Law  to  regu- 
late the  Office  of  Porters  or  Carriers  which  was  read  &  the  con- 
sideration postponed 

The  Committee  on  the  subject  of  the  Watch  reported  some  addi- 
tional Regulations,  which  were  agreed  to  by  the  Board  Ordered 
that  the  new  Regulation  of  the  Watch  do  not  take  place  until  the 
Legislature  shall  by  Law  a,uthorize  the  raising  a  sufficient  Sum 
to  defray  the  extra  expence  which  will  attend  the  augmentation 
of  the  number. 

The  Committee  on  the  Case  of  Christopher  Colles  represented 
as  their  Opinion  that  from  all  the  Circumstances  they  had  been 
enabled  to  collect  the  Sum  of  £150  be  allowed  to  M""  Colles  in  full 
of  all  his  Demands  against  this  Corporation  which  being  agreed  to 
by  the  Board,  the  Clerk  was  directed  to  inform  M""  Colles  thereof 
&  to  obtain  his  answer  whether  or  not  he  would  be  satisfied  with 
that  Sum  &  the  Clerk  returned  &  reported  to  the  Board  that  M'^ 
Colles  had  signified  to  him  his  willingness  to  accept  of  that  Sum. 

[40]  Ordered  that  M^  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  M''  Colles  the  s''  Sum  of  £150  on  Condition  that  he  execute 
to  this  Board  a  Release  against  all  Demands  which  he  may  have 
against  this  Corporation  for  or  on  account  of  his  Services 
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issued    in  Superintending  &  managing  the  erection  of  the  Works 
began  previous  to  the  late  War  for  supply^  this  City 
with  Water. 

Ordered  that  Aid"  Gilbert  &  Elting  &  M""  Nicholson  be  a  Com- 
mittee with  the  aid  of  the  Treasurer  to  make  an  Estimate  of  the 
Monies  which  will  be  required  the  ensuing  Year  for  defraying 
the  contingent  Expences  of  this  City  &  County,  and  that  they 
deliver  the  same  to  M""  Mayor  to  be  laid  before  the  Legislature. 

The  Auditors  of  Accounts  laid  before  the  B*^  the  Accounts  of 
the  several  Persons  employed  in  erecting  the  Monument  of  Gen^ 
Montgomery  amounting  to  £191  :  7  :  which  said  Acc*^,  having 
been  examined  by  the  said  Auditors  &  found  to  be  just  and  right 
were  approved  of  by  the  Board.  Ordered  that  the  said  Ace*®  be 
delivered  to  M'  Mayor  and  that  he  and  M"^  Recorder  be  requested 
to  make  application  to  the  Legislature,  in  such  manner  as  to  them 
shall  appear  most  proper,  for  the  grant  of  a  further  Sum  to  enable 
this  B*^  to  discharge  the  said  Acc*^. 

Ordered  that  M^"  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer  to 
pay,  out  of  the  Monies  granted  by  the  Legislature  for  erecting 
the  said  Monument,  to  Thomas  Barrow  the  Sum  of  £45 
issued  to  be  distributed  among  the  several  Persons  employed 
agreable  &  in  proportion  to  their  several  Acc*®. 

[41]  Ald°  Elting  &  Wool  delivered  to  the  Board  the  necessary 
Vouchers  relative  to  the  Arms  and  Accoutrements  of  this  Corpo- 
ration delivered  to  the  continental  Troops  raised  in  this  State  in 
the  Year  1775  which  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

Ordered  that  the  said  Vouchers  be  delivered  to  M''  Mayor  and 
that  he  and  M''  Recorder  be  requested  to  make  Application  to  the 
Legislature  in  such  manner  as  to  them  shall  appear  most  proper, 
for  the  payment  of  the  said  Arms  and  Accoutrements. 

Ordered  that  M""  Mayor  issue  his  Warrant  on  the  Treasurer  to 
issued  pay  M""  Joseph  Pierson  the  Sum  of  £22  on  Acc*  towards 
the  erection  of  Boxes  for  the  Watchmen. 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  Robert  Boyd  the  Sum  of  £17  :  15  for 
issued    Iron  Work  for  the  Goal  * 


*  The  word  "  gaol  "  is  almost  invariably  written  "  goal  "  in  these  minutes^ — 
Ed. 
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Ordered  the  like  to  pay  Walter  Heyer  the  Sum  of  £4  :  6  :  6  for 
issued    the  use  of  his  Room  &  fire 


[421     Cit   of    )  At  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 

^       ^  "^^^  -  isS      Alms  House  on  Monday  the  4*''  Day  of 
I^TewYorki  februaryl788 

Present/    James  Duane  Esq'"  Mayor 


W  Gilbert 
Jeremiah  Wool 
John  Wylley 
Peter  Elting 
Marinus  Willet 

Tobias  Van  Zandt 
W"^  ^ficholson 
George  Janeway 
Corn®  C  Roosevelt 


^Esq""^  Aid'' 


Assist*® 


Marinus  Willet  Esq""  lately  elected  Alderman  of  the  East  Ward 
in  the  place  of  Thomas  Hazard  Esp""  dec*^  atended  &,  after  taking 
&  subscribing  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  &  of  Office  as  by  the  Law 
of  this  State  and  the  Charter  of  this  City  are  prescribed  and 
directed,  took  his  Seat. 

Ordered  that  Aid"  Gilbert  &  M''  Roosevelt  be  a  Committee  to 
audit  and  examine  the  Acc*®  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Alms 
House  &  Bridewell  for  the  last  Quarter. 

M"^  Mayor  with  the  other  Members  &  the  Commissioners  then 
proceeded  to  examine  the  State  and  Circimistances  of  the  Alms 
House  &  Bridewell,  and  being  returned  the  Committee  reported, 
that  they  had  examined  the  Acc*®  of  the  Commissioners  &  found 
them  just  and  right. 

The  Am*  of  the  Alms  House  Acc*  for  the|  £1^^^.  •  10  •  2 

last  Quarter  ^ 

Of  the  Bridewell   168  :   3  :  — 


£1712  : 13  :  2 
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An  Estimate  of  the  Commissioners,  of  the  Monies  necessary  for 
the  ensuing  Quarter  was  read  &  approved,  viz* 

for  the  Alms  House   £1000:—: —  ! 

for  the  Bridewell   200  :  —  :  — 

£1200  :  —  :  — 

[43]  Ordered  that  M'^'  Mayor  issue  his  Warrant  on  the  Treas^ 
issued    urer  to  pay  the  Commissioners  the  said  two  sums  accord-  [i 
ingly  [ 

The  Commissioners  (according  to  the  Order  of  this  Board  of  { 
the  6^^  of  August  last)  presented  their  Acc*®  of  the  Keceipts  &  \ 
Expenditures  of  the  Alms  House  &  Bridewell,  which  were  referred  I 
10  Aid"  Gilbert  &  Elting  &  Mess""^  ISTicholson  &  Eoosevelt  to  exam- 
ine &  report  thereon    And  also  to  prepare  a  Statement  of  the  i 
Receipts  &  Expenditures  of  the  Mouaies  raised  by  Tax  and  appro- 
priated to  defray  the  contingent  Expences  of  this  City  and  also 
of  the  Revenues  of  this  Corporation  &  the  Appropriation  thereof  i 
together  with  an  Ace*  of  the  Debts  due  from  this  Corporation,  to 
the  end  that  the  same  may  be  published  for  the  Information  of 
the  public. 

Ordered  that  M''  Mayor  issue  his  Warrant  on  the  Treasurer  t6 
pay  Ald°  Gilbert  40/  to  be  by  him  expended  in  providing 

issued  jSTeeessaries  for  Eliz*^^  Patterson  a  poor  Woman  from 
Clarks  Town  in  Orange  County  who  on  coming  to  this 

City  a  few  Days  ago  was  taken  in  labor  &  with  the  small  Pox. 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  John  Stagg  the  Sum  of  £46  :  0  :  31/2 
issued    in  full  of  his  Acc*  for  paving  the  Street  in  the  Rear  of 
the  City  Hall 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  W™  Sloo  the  Sum  of  £58  :  5/  to  be  by 
him  paid  to  the  Several  Constables  &  Marshalls  for  con- 
issued    veying  Vagrants  to  Bridewell  from  the  1**  Day  of  febru- 
ary  1787  to  the  1^  Day  of  feb^  Inst  agreable  to  the  num- 
ber opposite  to  each  Persons  Name  in  the  Acc*  audited  produced 
&  agreed  to  by  the  Board  this  Day 
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P"f     f    )  At  a  Commou  Council  held  at  the 

J     *-itj  ot    /  gg       (^.^y  jj^j^  g^.^  AVednes- 

xNew  York)  ^^^^  .^gtu  -j^^^^      february  1788 

Present/    James  Duane  Esq""  Mayor 


Peter  Elting 
Nich^  Bayard 
William  W.  Gilbert 
Jerem*^  Wool 
Marinus  Willet 

Ab"^  Van  Gelder 
Corn^  C  Roosevelt 
Ja^  Nicholson 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 


^Esq""^  Aid"* 


>Assist*^ 


A  Letter  from  the  Treasurer  request^  the  Directiou  of  the  Board 
relative  to  the  Disposition  of  several  Lots  the  Leases  whereof  are 
expended  &  the  build°*  in  very  bad  repair,  was  read  &  referred* 
to  Aid"  Wool  &  Willet  to  enquire  into  the  Circumstances  &  to 
direct  the  Treasurer  to  such  Measures  as  they  shall  conceive  most 
beneficial  to  this  Corporation. 

A  Petition  of  George  Adamson  praying  a  Lease  of  a' Piece  of 
Ground  heretofore  possessed  by  Alex''  McAuley  at  the  five  Mile 
Stone,  was  read.  Ordered  that  M""  Adamson  be  permitted  to  take 
possession  of  the  said  piece  of  Ground  on  behalf  of  this  Corpora- 
tion to  hold  the  same  during  their  pleasure  &  that  he  be  requested 
to  preserve  the  Fencing  on  the  said  piece  of  Ground  &  that  he 
do  not  suffer  any  person  to  remove  or  take  away  the  same. 

[45]  A  Petition  of  Fred''  Weissenfels  praying  an  augmentation 
to  his  Pay  as  one  of  the  Cap*^  of  the  City  Watch ;  was  read  & 
postponed 

A  Petition  of  several  persons  occupying  Stores  at  the  Albany 
Pier  complaining  of  a  great  Interruption  from  Vessels  laden  with 
Shingles  &  other  Lumber,  lying  for  an  unreasonable  time  in  the 
Slip  and  so  near  the  Stores  as  greatly  to  endanger  their  property 
in  case  of  Fire  taken  place  on  board  of  the  said  Vessels ;  was 
read  &  referred  to  the  Aid"  of  the  Dock  Ward  &  the  Aid"  & 
Assist*  of  the  East  Ward 
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Ald°  Gilbert  as  Commissioner  of  Excise  produced  his  Account 
of  the  Monies  by  him  received  for  Excise  since  the  first  Day  of 
March  last  amounting  to  £755  :  7  which  said  Sum  after  deducting 
£60  allowed  by  Law  for  his  Services  he  had,  as  appeared  by  the 
Treasurers  Receipts,  paid  into  the  City  Treasury 

Resolved  that  Aid"  Gilbert  be  &  he  is  hereby  nominated  & 
appointed  Commissioner  of  Excise  for  this  City  &  County  for  the 
Year  ensuing.  ^ 

Ordered  that  M'  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer  to 
issued    pay  M^'  Ja^  Nicholson  the  Sum  of  £4  to  assist  a  poor 
family  in  removing  from  this  City.  ^ 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  M""  Corn^  C  Roosevelt  the  Sum  of  21/ 
issued    to  provide  some  ISTecessaries  for  a  poor  family. 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  the  follow^  persons  the  follow^  Sums 
in  full  of  their  respective  Acc**  viz*. 

Ab™  Van  Gelder  for  cleaning  &  lighting 
the  public  Lamps  from  26*^  ISTov'  to 
26*^^  Jan^  last  

John  Porterfield  for  crying  the  Law  ag*| 
firing  Guns  &c.  on  Xew  Years  Day .  .  ^ 

[46]  John  Patterson  for  printing  and| 
publishing  Advertizements  j 

John  Keese  Esq',  for  J ohn  Campbell, ' 
for  pantiles  furnished  for  the  fire  En- 
gine House  at  the  Water  Works  pre- 
vious to  the  late  War  

Andrew  Thompson  Jun""  for  Mason 
Work  &  Materials  on  the  Bridge  in  the 
l^ew  Road  &  the  Drain  in  Mulberry 
Street   


issued 


issued 


issued 


issued 


£63  :  17 


0 


£2 


8  :  — 
19  :  — 


r     £3  : 12 


issued 


>  12 
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^.  -J  At  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 

City  o±  (gg  jj^^jj            g^.^  ^.  Wednes- 

New  York  i  ^j^^  ^^,3 

Present/  James  Duane  Esq""  Mayor 


Nich®  Bayard 
Peter  Elting 
Mariniis  Willet 
Jer^  Wool 
John  Wylley 

James  Nicholson 
Corn®  C  Roosevelt 
Ab™  Van  Gelder 
George  Janeway 


^Esq""^  Aid" 


>  Assist*® 


James  Teller  Hatter  admitted  &  sworn  a  freeman  of  this  City. 

Cap*  John  McPherson  late  of  Philadelphia  attending  the  Board 
&  prayed  the  Board  for  a  remission  of  Wharfage  of  a  small 
Schooner  and  he  also  requested  of  the  Board  permission  to  use 
the  great  Court  Room  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  Lectures. 

Ordered  that  the  Corporation  Wharfinger  be  directed  to  remit 
to  Cap*  McPherson  any  claim  he  may  have  ag*  him  for  the  Wharf- 
age of  his  said  Schooner  And  that  the  Clerk  inform  Cap*  Mc- 
Pherson that  his  request  for  the  use  of  the  Court  Room  cannot 
be  complied  with. 

[47]  Ordered  that  Aid"  Wool  &  Elting  &  Mess""®  Nicholson 
Roosevelt  &  Janeway  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration 
the  State  of  the  Cartmen  within  this  City  and  report  some  further 
Regulation  as  to  their  number  and  government. 

A  Petition  of  Levina  D  Revier  stating  a  Claim  of  her  late  hus- 
band ag*  this  Corporation  &  for  which  he  received  a  Warrant  on 
the  Treasury  for  payment  previous  to  the  late  War;  which  said 
Warrant  was  not  paid  &  in  consequence  of  the  War  was  lost;  waa 
read  &  referred  to  Aid"  Willet  &  M""  Roosevelt 

A  petition  of  Isaac  Astin  for  a  Lease  of  a  House  &  Lot  in  Chat- 
ham Street  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee,  appointed  at 
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the  last  Meeting,  to  direct  the  Treasurer  with  respect  to  several 
Lots  the  Leases  whereof  are  expired 

The  Commitee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  ag*  Boats 
laden  with  Shingles  lying  in  the  Slips  near  Buildings  made  a 
Eeport 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  an  Ordinance  for  remedying 
the  Evil  complained  of  &  report  the  same  at  the  next  Meeting  of 
the  Board 

Ordered  that  Aid''  Elting  &  Willet  &  Mess''*  Nicholson  Roosevelt 
&  Janeway  be  a  Committee  to  confer  from  time  to  time,  with  the 
Commissioners  appointed  by  Law  to  adjust  &  ascertain  the  hopes 
of  the  proprietors  of  Lots  in  Grreenwich  Street  in  consequence  of 
the  late  Regulation  of  that  Street 

Resolved  &  ordered  that  no  more  than  five  River  Sloops  be  per»« 

mitted  to  lie  above  the  Ferry  Stairs  in 
*  Powlas  Hook  ferry    Mesiers  Slip  *  viz*  three  on  the  T^orth  and 
at  Cortland  Slip      two  on  the  South  sides  thereof  in  order 

that  a  suificient  Harbour  &  free  Passage 
may  be  left  for  the  [48]  Ferry  Boats  during  the  continuance  of 
the  Lease  to  Eliz*''  Mesier  for  the  said  Ferry. 

The  following  Report  was  read  &  agreed  to  by  the  Board  viz^ 
"  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Inspection  &  Ex- 
amination of  the  several  Houses  mentioned  in  the  Treasurers 
Letter  of  the  13*''  Report  that  they  have  attended  to  that  Business 
and  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Improvements  on  the  Lots  late  in 
the  possession  of  M^'*  Douglas  and  David  M'^Connoughry  be  sold 
for  the  most  that  can  be  obtained  at  public  Vendue.  That  the 
Houses  in  Chatham  Street  be  repaired  and  rented  in  such  manner 
as  the  Treasurer  shall  deem  most  advantageous  either  for  one 
Year  or  for  a  longer  Term  and  that  he  pay  all  such  Repairs  out 
of  the  Rent  They  are  further  of  Opinion  an  Allowance  be  made 
to  M''®  Murphy  &  Christ"  Howser  of  all  the  Rents  paid  by  them 
during  the  War  and  that  the  Treasurer  receive  from  them  the 
Ballance  in  arrear  in  such  small  payments  as  they  shall  be  able 
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to  effect;  allowing  them  a  reasonable  time  to  settle  the  remaining 
Ballances. 

Jerem'^  ^^00!} 

fey  U^MTSS  M  Willet  ] 

Mayor  reported  to  the  Board  that  he  had  received  for  385 
\  ern  Licences  granted  by  him  between  the  1®*  Day  of  March  last 
■v  this  Day  at  thirty  Shillings  each  the  Sum  of  five  hundred  and 
-seventy  seven  pounds  ten  Shillings  [49]  and  that  the  same  is 
ready  for  such  disposition  as  the  Board  shall  direct. 

WhevcMipon  it  was  ordered  that  M''  Mayor  retain  out  of  the 
s;iid  Money  six  Shillings  on  each  License  being  so  much  allowed 

him  by  this  Board  as  usual  for  performing  the  Duties  of  his 
'  >ffiee  as  Mayor  and  that  he  pay  the  like  Sum  on  each  License  to 
rlie  Clerk  of  this  Board  for  his  Services;  And  the  Residue  to  the 
Ti-easurer  of  this  City  for  the  use  of  his  Corporation. 

Ordered  that  M""  Mayor  issue  his  Warrants  on  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  the  following  Sums  to  the  follow^  Persons  in  full  of  their 
respective  Ace*''  viz*. 

Kinier  Skaats  for  1  Quarter  Services  as  ^ 
issued       Doorkeeper  &  Messenger  due  the  15th  ^ 

Inst  &  for  extra  Services   j  £10  :  —  :  — 

Casimir   Th :   Goerck   for   attend"  the 
Committee  in  running  the  Lines  be- 
issued       tween  the  Lands  of  Peter  P  Van  Zandt  }' 
(is  others  &  this  Corporation  &  mak- 
ing a  Map  thereof  

Simon  Kiersted  for  1  Quart.er's  allow-  ^ 
ance  agreable  to  contract  due  the  15th 
issued        Inst  for  repair^  the  public  Pumps 

(Jc  for  some  extra  Work  

The  Treasurer  informed  the  Board  that  the  Term  for  which 
the  Ferries  from  this  City  to  Staten  Island  &  Elizabeth  Town 
point  were  let  would  expire  on  the  first  Day  of  May  next 

Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  dispose  of  the  said  Ferries  at  Vendue 
or  otherwise  for  three  Years  for  the  best  price  he  can  get  for 
them  reserving  the  priviledge  for  tlie  ISTorth  River  Ferry  Boats 


3  :  16  :  — 


31 
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to  land  at  the  White  Hall  during  the  severity  of  the  Winter 
Season 


[50] 


City  of 
ISTew  York 


At  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 
SS       City  Hall  of  the  said  City  on  Wednes- 
day the  27*'»  february  1788 


Present/    James  Dnane  Esq""  Mayor 


W  Gilbert 
Peter  Elting 
Jerem*^  Wool 
]Srich®  Bayard 
Marinus  Willet 
Jn<>  Wylley 

George  Janeway 
James  Nicholson 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Ab"'  Van  Gelder 
Joseph  Pierson 
Corn^  C  Roosevelt 


^Esq-"^  Aid" 


^Assist*^ 


A  Petition  of  a  great  number  of  Inhabitants  of  this  City  sug- 
gesting the  incon\'eniencies  which  arise  from  the  present  Mode  of 
supplying  this  City  with  Water  &  praying  this  Board  to  adopt 
such  Measures  for  supplying  it  with  Water  by  means  of  Pipes 
agreable  to  a  Plan  or  proposal  set  on  foot  by  Christopher  Colles 
or  such  other  Plan  as  to  the  Board  shall  appear  most  expedient ; 
was  read  &  referred  to  Aid"  Gilbert,  Bayard,  Elting  &  Willet  & 
Mess'"®  Van  Zandt,  Janeway  &  Nicholson  to  consider  of  the  Sub- 
ject &  to  report  such  Measures  as  they  conceive  most  proper  to 
be  pursued  on  the  Occasion  by  the  Corporation  for  the  advantage 
Convenience  &  Safety  of  this  City. 

The  following  Report  was  read  &  agreed  to  by  the  Board  viz*. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  Peter  P 
Van  Zandt  praying  that  [51]  a  Line  be  ascertained  and  fixed  as 
a  partition  Line  between  him  as  Proprietor  of  a  Lot  of  Ground 
in  the  Out  Ward  of  this  City  and  the  Grounds  belonging  to  this 
Corporation. 
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Report  that  they  have  agreable  to  the  Ordei'  of  this  Board  met 
with  the  said  Peter  P  Van  Zandt  and  the  Owners  of  the  Ground 
adjoining  the  said  Peter  P  Van  Zandt,  who  hold  under  one  &  the 
!  same  Patent,  and  have  found  it  necessary  in  order  to  find  where 
the  Lots  of  the  said  Patentees  join  the  Lands  of  this  Corporation 
to  order  a  Survey  to  be  made  thereof  which  Survey  is  hereunto 
annexed ;  they  therefore  report  it  as  their  Opinion  that  the  said 
Line  be  fixed  agreable  to  the  said  Survey ;  which  is  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Board. 

Nicholas  Bayard 
Corn^  C  Roosevelt 
feb-^'  20*^  lr88  George  Janeway 

From  the  said  Map  or  Survey  it  appears  that  the  follow^ 
Quantities  of  vacant  Land  lie  between  the  Lands  of  the  said 
Proprietors  &  the  Post  Road  viz*,  between  the  Lands  of  Peter 
P  Van  Zandt  &  the  s^  post  Road  ^  of  an  Acre  —  between  the  Land 
of  John  Hardenbrook  2"^  :  2^  :  37^'.  between  the  Land  of  David 
Provoost  dec'^  32-^  :  3^  :  O'-'.  &  between  the  Lands  of  Isaac 
Gouvemeur  8^  :  3^  :  6^. 

Ordered  that  the  said  Map  be  &  the  same  is  hereby  approved  & 
adopted  by  this  Board  &  that  the  same  be  filed  in  the  Clerk's  Office 
accord'^ 

Ordered  that  the  same  Committee  treat  with  Mess*"^  Van  Zandt 
&  Hardenbrook  at  the  Value  of  the  said  Ground  &  report  the  same 
to  this  Board 

[52]  The  Committee  appointed  to  report  the  Damage  or  Loss 
which  Peler  P  Van  Zandt  may  have  sustained  by  Loss  of 
Wharfage  in  consequence  of  the  Grant  made  to  David  Provoost  of 
part  of  the  Soil  under  Water  for  the  use  of  a  public  Street  at 
Burlings  Slip,  delivered  in  a  Report  which  was  read  &  the  con- 
sideration thereof  postponed. 

A  Petition  of  several  Merchants  pray^  compensation  for  some 
Powder  by  them  stored  in  the  public  Magazine  &  which  was  stolen 
thereout ;  was  read  &  referred  to  Aid"  Elting  &  Wylley  &  M"" 
-  Roosevelt 
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Aid"  Gilbert  suggested  to  the  Board  tlio  propriety  of  directing 
the  Engineer  to  erect  an  Engine  House  on  the  Ground,  belong* 
to  the  reformed  protestant  Dutch  Congregation  adjoin^  the  North 
Church  &  for  the  reception  of  the  Engine  at  present  deposited  in 
a  House  in  Nassau  Street  &  for  which  this  Board  pay  an  annual 
Rent  of  £5. 

Ordered  that  the  Engineer  on  obtain^  permission  from  the 
Dutch  Congregation  erect  an  Engine  House  at  the  North  Church 
accordingly. 

Ordered  that  M^'  Mayor  issue  his  Warrant  on  the  Treasury  to 
Elijah  Wedge  for  1  q''  Salary  as  public  Cryer  &  full 
issued    to  this  Day  £6:5  &  that  he  be  discharged  from  the 
said  Office 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  John  Crowshorn  for  removing  & 
interring  a  number  of  Dead  Bodies  (interred  by  the 
issued    British    during   the    late   War    in    Catharine  Street 
£4:1:  — 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  Andrew  Thompson  Jun'  for  paving  in 
issued    front  of  several  Lots  on  Golden  Hill  on  a  new  Regulation 
of  that  Street  in  1785  £34  :  7  :  31/2 

[53]  Ordered  the  like  to  pay       Abraham  Van  Gelder  the  Sum 
of  Six  Pounds  &  to  M''  Tobias  Van  Zandt  the  Sum  of 
issued    four  Pounds  to  be  by  them  respectively  disposed  of  for  the 
Relief  of  some  indigent  families  in  the  West  &  Montg^ 

Wards. 
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^.       -        -J  At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Wed- 

City  ot  (yg  nesday  the  12*''  Day  of  March  1788  at 
^ ew  York     )  ^^.^^  jj^^^  ^^.^  ^.^^ 

Present/    James  Duane  Esq""  Mayor 

W"^  W  Gilbert 
E"ich^  Bayard 
Peter  Siting 
Marinns  Willet 
Jerem^  Wool 
John  Wylley 


>-Esq'^  Aid" 


Ja^  ]Sricholson 
Joseph  Pierson 
Ab""  Van  Gelder 
Tobias  Yan  Zandt 
Corn^  C  Roosevelt 
Geo:  Janeway 


y  Assist® 


The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  Levina 
De  Revier,  praying  payment  of  a  Warr*  or  Order  issued  by  the 
Corporation  on  the  Treasurer  in  favor  of  Abraham  De  Revier 
her  late  Husband  dated  the  9^^  Day  of  October  1775  for  the  Sum 
of  £467  :  18  :  9^  which  said  Warrant  or  Order  she  alledges  was 
not  paid  or  satisfied  but  lost  in  the  course  of  the  late  War  Do 
report  that  the  said  Warrant  or  Order  was  paid  &  satisfied,  as 
appears  by  the  said  Warr*  or  Order  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
present  Treasurer  with  a  Receipt  of  the  said  Ab™  De  Revier 
endorsed  on  the  same. 

[54]  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Isaac  Astin  report  that 

as  the  House  mentioned  in  the  said  Petition  will  require  very  great 
Repairs  it  will  be  most  advantageous  to  the  Corporation  to  sell 
the  said  House  at  public  Auction  &  give  the  Purchaser  a  Lease 
of  the  Lot  for  21  Years  on  the  usual  Rent;  which  was  agreed 
to  by  the  Board. 

The  Treasurer  reported  that  agreably  to  the  Order  of  the 
Board  he  had  disposed  of  the  Improvements  on  the  Lots  in  the 
possession  of  M'^  Douglass  &  David  M'^Connoughy,  the  former 
in  Barrack   Street  to   Christopher   Feigenham   for  £60  :  10/ 
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payable  the  first  May  next  wlien  he  is  to  receive  a  New  Lease 
of  the  said  Lot  for  the  Term  of  21  Years  subject  to  an  annual 
Rent  of  £6  &  the  usual  Covenants,  and  the  latter  in  Augustus 
Street  to  John  Stryker  for  £45  payable  &  on  like  Conditions  as 
above. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  the  Leases  accordingly. 

The  following  Report  was  read  &  agreed  to  by  the  Board  viz*. 

"  Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  W"' 
Seton  &  others  Report  that  it  appears  to  your  Committee  that  the 
Petitioners  have  mistaken  the  Law  of  the  Corporation  for  the  better 
securing  this  City  from  the  Danger  of  Gun  Powder ;  which  Law 
doth  not  bind  its  Citizens  to  deposit  their  Powder  in  the  City 
Magazine,  but  leaves  it  optional  provided  they  store  it  two  Miles 
from  the  City  Hall.  The  Petitioners  have  therefore  no  other  Claim 
on  the  Corporation  for  the  Loss  [55]  of  their  Powder  than  what 
is  customary  in  the  storage  of  other  Merchandize;  and  in  such 
Cases  the  Store  Keeper  is  accountable  only  for  his  neglect  or 
imprudence  Your  Committee  are  therefore  of  Opinion  that  the 
Prayer  of  the  said  Petition  ought  not  to  be  granted." 

A  petition  of  Robert  Crommelin  praying  an  additional  Grant 
of  the  Soil  under  Water  opposite  to  the  Crane  Wharf  in  the  East 
River  was  read  &  referred  to  Aid"  Willet  &  M""  Van  Zandt 

Aid"  Gilbert  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Report  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  Subject  of  the  triangular  piece 
of  Ground  at  the  junction  of  the  Post  and  Blooming  Dale  Roads 
in  the  Out  Ward  reported  the  following  State  of  Pacts  viz* 

"  That  on  examining  the  Minutes  of  the  Common  Council 
previous  to  the  late  War  the  following  Entries  appear  viz* 

July  22^  1711  The  Petition  of  James  DeLancey  Esq""  and 
sundry  others  Inhabitants  and  Freeholders  in  the  Out  Ward  pray- 
inging  a  Grant  of  the  said  Piece  of  Ground  to  "  The  Rector  and 
Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  l^ew  York  in  Communion  of  the 
Church  of  England  as  by  Law  Established  "  for  the  .purpose  of 
erecting  a  Church  and  School  House  thereon  as  by  the  said  Peti- 
tion more  fully  may  appear ;  Whereupon  it  was  ordered  "  that 
the  Committee  appointed  for  the  Out  Ward  or  the  Major  part  of 
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them  be  a  Committee  to  view  the  ground  above  prayed  for  and 
take  to  their  assistance  one  of  the  City  Surveyors  in  order  that 
a  plan  may  be  made  thereof  and  [56]  exhibited  to  this  Board 
and  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  be  deferred  to  some 
future  Common  Council." 

ISTov''  27.  1771.  Ordered  that  M""  Recorder  be  added  to  the 
Conmiittee  to  view  the  Ground  lately  Petitioned  for  by  James 
Delancey  Esq"^  and  sundry  others  in  the  Out  Ward  of  this  City 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  Church  and  School  House  thereon." 

Dec""  12.  1771.  The  Committee  lately  appointed  by  this  Board 
to  view  the  Ground  prayed  for  by  James  DeLancey  Esq'^  and 
sundry  others  in  the  Out  Ward  of  this  City  and  to  consider  of 
the  Terms  on  which  the  same  might  be  granted  made  their  Report 
in  the  words  following:  viz*. 

We  the  Major  part  of  the  Committee  (here  take  in  the  Report) 
which  Report  being  read  Ordered  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Board 
serve  a  Copy  of  the  said  Report  on  the  Corporation  of  Trinity 
Church  in  order  that  their  Sentiments  may  be  known,  respecting 
the  taking  a  Grant  upon  the  Conditions  mentioned  in  the  said 
Report. 

June  26*^*.  1772.  Mess'"®  Bache  and  Laight  acquainted  this 
Board  that  the  Rector  and  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New  York 
in  communion  with  the  Church  of  England  as  by  Law  established, 
were  willing  to  accept  of  a  Grant  of  a  Piece  of  Ground  in  the 
Bowery  in  the  Out  Ward  of  this  City  for  the  erecting  and  build- 
ing a  School  House,  Church  and  Parsonage  House  on  and  for 
the  use  of  a  burying  Grounds  upon  the  Terms  which  this  Board 
ofierred  the  same  [57]  to  them  upon.  Ordered  therefore  that 
the  Clerk  prepare  the  Draft  of  a  Grant  of  the  same  to  the  Rector 

&^  and  prefer  the  same  to  this  Board  for  their  approbation  at 
their  next  meeting." 

That  your  Committee  have  applied  to  the  present  Clerk  of 
this  Board  for  the  said  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  12  Dec"" 
1771,  and  that  the  Clerk  informed  them  that  after  the  most  dili- 
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gent  Search,  among  the  Common  Council  Papers  in  his  possession 
he  hath  not  been  able  to  find  it 

W  Gilbert 

New  York  March  ^  Peter  Elting 

12^^  1788  \  Tobias  Van  Zandt" 

Whereupon  it  was  Resolved  that  this  Board  are  bound  in 
Justice  to  make  a  Grant  of  the  said  Piece  of  Ground  agreable  to 
the  former  Intention  and  determination  of  the  Corporation  And 
as  the  Terms  in  which  the  same  was  intended  to  be  granted  can- 
not now  be  ascertained. 

Ordered  that  the  several  Aldermen  together  with  M""  Van  Zandt, 
in  the  place  of  Ald°  Blagge  who  is  indisposed,  be  a  Committee,  to 
consider  of  and  report  the  Terms  on  which  the  said  Grant  ought 
to  be  made. 

Ordered  that  M'^'  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer  to  pay 
issued    David  Waldron  the  Smn  of  £14  :  13  for  repairs  to 
Kings  Bridge. 

A  Petition  of  David  Morris  &  others  complaining  of  the  Regu- 
lation of  the  public  Market  with  respect  to  the  Article  of  Flour 
was  read  &  referred  to  Aid"  Elting  &  Willet  &  M""  Nicholson. 


TwK-NTIETU    Ax.M  AJ.  liKPOKX 


r-Q"l     P't     ^    )  Coiiimon  Council  held  on  Fru'av 

New  York]  -  ^ 

Present/    Jame^s  Duane  Esq*"  Mayor 


Peter  Elting 
Nich^  Bayard 
W  Gilbert 
Marimis  Willet 
Jerem*^  Wool 

Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Ja*  jSTicholson 
Corn®  C  Roosevelt 
Joseph  Pierson 
Geo.  Janeway 


^Esq'"^  Aid"* 


>- Assist*^ 


A  Petition  of  Peter  Schermerhorn,  Simon  Schermerhorn  & 
James  A  Stewart  for  permission  to  sink  a  Block  into  the  River, 
in  front  of  their  Wharf,  as  far  out  as  M"^  Geo.  Bowers  "^Tiarf ; 
was  read  &  referred  to  Aid"  Willet  &  M"^  Van  Zandt. 

The  Treasurer  reported  that  according  to  order  he  had  sold 
at  public  Auction  the  Improvements  on  Lot  ISTo  3  in  Chatham 
Street  to  Peter  Lourilliard  for  the  Sum  of  £60  payable  the  first 
May  next  when  he  is  to  have  a  Lease  of  the  said  Lot,  with  the 
usual  Covenants  for  21  Years. 

The  Treasurer  informed  the  Board  that  the  person  who  for 
some  time  past  has  occupied  Bedlows  Island  had  given  it  up, 
&  therefore  requested  the  Direction  of  the  Board  as  to  the  future 
disposition  of  it.  thereupon  ordered  that  the  Treasurer  lease 
the  said  Island  for  three  Years  on  the  most  advantageous  Terms 
in  his  power:  reserving  the  Cse  of  the  pest  House  &  the  privilege 
of  Fisliing  for  the  Alms  House  &  Bridewell  on  the  Shore  of  the 
Island 

[59]  The  Treasurer  also  reported  that  he  had  disposed  of  the 
Een-y  between  this  City  &  Eliz*^  Town  point  to  Thomai-  'i^nigley 
for  the  Term  of  three  Years  on  the  annual  Rent  of  £60.. 
I-    Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  a  Lease  accordingly. 
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"  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  David  Morris  &  others 
report  as  their  Opinion  that  the  Law,  against  vphich  the  Peti- 
tioners so  loudly  complain,  is  judiciously  calculated  to  give  every 
Citizen  an  equal  Opportunity  to  purchase  in  public  Market  for 
their  families  Use;  which  was  the  purpose  for  which  the  public 
Market  was  in 'ended  &  not  for  the  benefit  of  Retailers:  It  is 
therefore  the  Opinion  of  the  Committee  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted  "  which  Report  was  agreed  to 
by  the  Board. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  &  report 
such  further  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  public 
Markets  of  this  City  delivered  in  a  Report;  which  was  read  and 
the  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

Ordered  that  the  same  Committee  with  the  addition  of  M"* 
Van  Zandt  &  M""  Janeway  be  a  standing  Committee  of  Ways  & 
Means  from  time  to  time  to  enquire  into  and  report  the  State  of 
the  Corporation  Revenue  and  their  Ability  to  appropriate  any 
of  the  Monies  arising  from  the  Revenue  fund  to  any  other  purpose 
than  the  discharging  of  the  public  Debt. 

[GO]  Ordered  that  Aid"  Wool,  Elting  &  Willet  &  M''  Van 
Zandt  be  a  Committee  to  examine  the  state  of  the  several  public 
Wharfs  in  this  City  &  to  report  such  as  require  any  &  what 
Repairs  together  with  an  Estimate  of  the  Expence. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the 
City  of  New  York  in  Common  Council  convened ;  and  it  is  here- 
by ordained  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  following 
Laws  and  Ordinances  of  this  Corporation  be  and  they  are  hereby 
Established  Published  and  to  continue  and  remain  in  full  force 
and  virtue  for  one  Year  from  and  after  the  Day  of  the  date  here- 
of viz*. 

A  law  for  the  due  observation  of  the  Lords  day  called  Sunday. 
A  Law  directing  the  Uses  of  the  Public  Seals  of  this  City. 
A  Law  relative  to  the  admission  of  Freemen. 
A  Law  to  regulate  the  Office  of  Chamberlain  or  Treasurer  of 
this  City. 

A  Law  for  the  better  preventing  of  Eire. 
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A  Law  for  the  better  securing  this  City  from  the  danger  of 
Gun  Powder. 

A  Law  to  appoint  Sur^'eyors  for  this  City. 

A  Law  to  reg^llate  the  public  markets  within  this  City. 

A  Law  to  establish  and  regulate  the  public  Slaughter  House 
within  this  City. 

A  Law  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Bread. 

A  Law  to  regulate  the  paving  the  Streets  and  for  preventing 
nuisances  within  this  City. 

A  Law  to  regulate  Carts  and  Cartmen  in  this  City. 

[61]  A  Law  to  regulate  the  Landing  and  sale  of  Hay  within 
this  City. 

A  Law  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Fire  Wood  in  this  City. 

A  Law  to  regulate  the  pay  of  public  measurers  within  this  City. 

A  Law  to  regulate  the  lying  of  Vessels  in  the  Docks  and  Slips 
of  this  City  and  to  ascertain  the  Rates  of  wharfage. 

A  supplementary  Law  to  the  Law  entitled  "  A  Law  to  establish 
"  and  regulate  the  public  Slaughter  House  within  this  City." 

A  Law  directing  the  mod(3  of  Recovery  and  Appropriation  of  the 
Fines  Penalties  and  Forfeitures  imposed  by  the  Laws  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  this  City. 

A  Law  to  prevent  abuses  in  the  sale  of  Lime. 
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City  of 
New  York 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Wed- 


Present/ 


JSS.  nesday  the  9^^  Day  of  April  1788. 
James  Duane  Esq''  Mayor 


W  Gilbert 
Peter  Elting 
Nich^  Bayard 


y^sq"^  Aid" 


Marinns  Willet 
John  Wylley 


Ah"^  Van  Gelder 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 


Ja®  ISTieholson 
Joseph  Pierson 
Geo.  Janeway 


i-Asisist 


John  Laycock  laborer  admitted  and  sworn  a  freeman  of  this 


Ald°  Bayard  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Petition  of  Obadiah  Wells,  praying*  "  that  he  may  be  credited  by 
the  Treasurer  for  the  Sum  of  £13  :  15  :  6  for  two  Years  Rent  of 
a  Lot  on  Inchlambergh  which  he  declares  on  Oath  he  paid  to  the 
late  Treasurer  previous  to  the  late  War  &  that  the  Receipt  [62] 
which  he  obtained  from  the  said  Treasurer  was  with  his  other 
Papers  &  Acc*^  lost  in  the  course  of  the  said  War  "  reported  as 
the  Opinion  of  the  Committee  that  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petition 
was  reasonable  &  ought  to  be  granted."  On  considering  the  said 
Report  Debates  ensued  &  the  Question  being  put  on  the  said 
Report  it  passed  in  the  ISTegative,  and  was  rejected  accordingly. 

An  Acc*  of  the  Corporation  Wharfinger  ag*  the  Brig*  John 
belonging  to  Mess''®  Shedden  &  Low,  on  which  a  Dispute  hath 
arisen  with  respect  to  the  rate  of  Wharfage  charged  in  the  said 
Acc*,  was  exhibited  to  the  Board  for  their  Direction  &  referred  to 
AW  Elting  &  M"^  Nicholson. 

An  Acc*  of  John  Gilbert  Keeper  of  the  Powder  Magazine  of 
Monies  by  him  advanced  amount^  to  £24  for  transporting  the 
Powder  from  the  Old  to  the  New  Magazine,  was  produced  to  the 
Board  &  allowed  And  it  was  ordered  that  the  Treasurer  credit 
M"^  Gilbert  for  the  said  Sum  accordingly. 


City. 
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The  Committee  appointed  on  the  13**^  Dec''  last  to  ascertain  the 
Bonudaries  of  the  Soil  under  Water  in  the  East  River  at  Corlears 
Hook  in  front  of  the  Ground  of  Marinus  Willet  &  Alex"*  M^Combe 
Esq'"'*  &  intended  to  be  granted  to  them  by  this  Corporation,  re- 
ported a  ^fap  or  Survey  of  the  Premisses  which  was  approved  of 
by  the  Board  &  ordered  to  be  iiled. 

Ordered  that  the  (Jlerk  prepare  and  report  the  Drafts  of  the 
Grants  accordingly. 

[63]  On  reading  a  petition  of  Christopher  Fiegenham  to  have 
a  Debt,  due  to  him  from  the  Widow  Dougiass,  paid  to  him  out 
of  the  Monies  arising  from  the  Sale  of  the  Improvem^®  on  a  lot 
by  her  fonnerly  leased  from  the  Corporation 

Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  pay  the  said  Monies  to  M'®  Doug- 
lass after  deducting  thereout  the  arrears  of  Rent  due  on  the  said 
Lot. 

A  Petition  of  William  I  Elsworth  &  several  others  complaining 
of  the  constant  lying  of  Lime  Boats  in  the  Slip  at  the  end  of 
Cortlandt  Street  And  a  Petition  of  John  Bonsall  &  several  others 
praying  that  a  part  of  Dye,  Cortlandt  &  Crown  Slips  may  be 
filled  up ;  were  read  &  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  at 
the  last  Meeting  to  examine  &  report  the  State  of  the  several 
public  Wharfs  &  Ordered  that  Aid"  Gilbert  and  M'^  Van  Gelder 
be  added  to  the  s*^  Comt®®  And  ordered  that  the  Petition  of 
George  Bown  &  others  for  filling  at  Burlings  &  Beekmans  Slips  & 
continuing  Front  Street  across  it ;  together  with  a  counter-Petitioa 
of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  ag*  the  Measure  (which  said  peti- 
tions were  presented  in  the  Year  1785)  be  referred  to  the  same 
Committee  &  that  the  former  Committees  on  the  petitions  be 
discharged. 

Ordered  further  that  the  Dispute  subsisting  })etween  Gen'  Mal- 
com  respect^'  the  Right  of  Wharfage  be  referred  to  the  same 
Committee. 

The  Clerk  according  to  an  Order  of  the  20***  feb-'*'  last  presented 
the  Draft  of  a  Law  or  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  lying  in  the 
public  Slips  Vessels  laden  with  Shingles  &  other  combustable  Lum- 
ber; which  was  read  &  considered  &  on  the  Question  whether  the 
said  Law  should  pass  &  be  established  it  passed  in  the  ISTegative. 
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[64]  The  Board  being  informed  that  M"^  Jon*^  Pearssee  the 
present  Keeper  of  the  Goal  of  this  City  &  County  had  signified 
his  willingness  to  subsist  the  criminal  Prisoners  at  the  rate  of 
eight  Pence  per  Day  for  each  Person 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  make  &  conclude  a  Contract  on  behalf 
of  this  Board  accordingly. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  &  report  an  Ordinance  for  dig- 
ging down  &  paving  the  Broad  Way,  Verletten  Bergh,  &  New 
Street  agreable  to  the  Regulation  of  the  said  Streets  reported  by 
the  Commitee  &  agreed  to  by  this  Board  on  the  23^^  Day  of  Aug* 
1786. 

Ordered  that  M"^  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*^  on  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  the  follow^  Persons  the  follow^  Sums  in  full  of  their  respec- 
tive Acc*^  viz*: 

Ab™  Van  Gelder  for  lighting  the  public  "^ 
issued       Lamps  from  ae***  Jan^  to  the  26*^  ^   £63  :  17  :  4 
March  last  J 

Edw*^  Blagge  for  his  Services  as  Clerk 

issued       at  an  Election  of  a  Constable  in  >  £io  ;   :  

Montg.  Ward  in  Oct'"  1786  J 

Joseph  Shelvey  for  1  Q'^  Services  as  pub-  ^ 
issued       lie  Whipper  to  the  26*'' March  last.  .  .  J 

Asher  Myers  in  full  of  the  balP®  of  his^ 
issued       Acc*  for  Braziers  "Work  to  the  Water  >     45  :  15  :  10 
Works  in  1775   J 

Murray  Mumford  &  Bowen  for  a  quan-^        3      8  6 
issued       tity  of  Lamp  Oil  ^ 

Joseph  Beck  for  sweeping  Chimnies  at|  ^ 
issued       the  City  Hall,  Goal  &  Bridewell  j 
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[65]     City  of 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Wed- 
nesday the  le***  Day  of  April  1788. 


New  York^ 
Present/    James  Duane  Esq''  Mayor 

Kichard  Varick  Esq""  Eecorder 


Peter  Elting 
ISTich^  Bayard 
W«»  W  Gilbert 
Jerem'*  Wool 
John  Wylley 

Ab""  Van  Gelder 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Joseph  Pierson 
Geo.  Janeway 
Corn^  C  Roosevelt 


^Esq""^  Aid" 


Assist*^ 


*  Doctor's  Riot  oc- 
casioned by  in- 
discreet dissection 
of  Dead  Bodies 
at  the  Hospital 


On  reading  a  representation  of  the  Sherif  relative  to  the  inse- 
curity of  the  Goal  in  consequence  of  the  late  Injury  done  to  it 

by  somie  *  Riotous  persons  Resolved,  as  the 
Opinion  of  this  Board,  that  a  Guard  of  an 
Officer  &  fifteen  Men  is  necessary  for  the 
security  of  the  Goal    And  therefore  that 
Ald°  Wool,  Gilbert  &  Elting  wait  on  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  &  inform  him  of 
the  Opinion  of  this  Board  on  the  Subject 
&  to  request  his  Excellency  that  he  will  pleased  to  order  such 
Guard  from  the  Militia  for  the  Security  of  the  Goal  and  that 
this  Board  will  provide  for  their  subsistance. 

Ordered  that  Mess""®  Janeway  Pierson  &  Van  Zandt  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  direct  such  Repairs  to  the  Goal  as  they  may  conceive 
necessary. 

Ordered  that  on  M""  John  Bartow's  making  Oath  that  he  hath 
not  received  any  advantage  or  Emolument  for  his  Water  Lot  dur- 
ing the  late  War  the  Treasurer  remit  the  quit  Rent  which  became 
due  for  the  same  during  that  period  accordingly. 
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[66]     City  of 


SS. 


New  York 

Present/    James  Duaue  Esq^  Mayor 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on.  Wed- 
nesday the  30^''  Day  of  April  1Y88. 


Nich^  Bayard 
Peter  Elting 
John  Wylley 
Jer.  Wool 
Marinus  Willet 
W^  W  Gilbert 

Ah"*  Van  Gelder 
Joseph  Pierson 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Corn^  C  Roosevelt 
Geo.  Jane  way 


^Esq"  Aid" 


Assist*^ 


David  Lisk  laborer  Lucas  VaJi  Buskirk  d°  John  Bogert  d'^ 
Ab""  Storm  d°  William  Parsell  d"  Jacob  Roll  d°  Simon  DeMarest 
d°  admitted  and  sworn  Eree  Men  of  this  City 

On  reading  a  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  &  Means: 
Ordered  that  the  said  Committee  take  the  necessary  Measures  for 
getting  the  Ace*  of  the  small  Arms  furnished  by  the  Corporation 
to  the  cont^  Troops  raised  in  this  State  in  1775  audited  and  for 
obtaining  payment  for  the  same  from  the  State. 

It  being  suggested. to  the  Board  that  unwholesome  &  improper 
Provisions  had  been  sent  by  the  Commissioners  to  the  Alms  House 
and  Bridewell  for  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants  in  those  Houses. 
Ordered  that  Aid"  Gilbert  &  Elting  &  M'  Van  Gelder  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  enquire  into  the  Matter  &  report  to  the  Board. 

The  Committee  whom  was  referred  the  Wharfingers  Acc* 
against  the  Brig*  John  reported  a  State  of  Facts  on  the  Subject 
And  thereupon  it  was  ordered  that  the  Wharfinger  make  an  abate- 
ment on  the  said  Acc*  of  £5  :  17. 

[67]  The  Treasurer  reported  that  agreable  to  the  Order  of  the 
Board  he  had  disposed  of  Bedlows  Island  for  the  Term  of  three 
Years  to  John  Doughty  at  the  annual  Rent  of  Ten  Pounds  to  be 
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paid  half  yearly  reseiTing  to  the  Corporation  the  Use  of  the 
said  Island  with  the  buildings  thereon  for  persons  with  infectious 
Disorders  &  the  privilege  of  fishing  on  the  Shore  of  the  said  Island 
for  the  Bridewell  &  Alms  House. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  a  Lease  to  Mr.  Doughty  of  the 
said  Island  accordingly. 

On  reading  a  Petition  of  James  Hardie  teacher  of  the  Greek 
&  Latin  Languages. 

Ordered  that  he  be  permitted  to  use  the  Exchange  Koom  for 
the  public  Examination  of  his  Pupils. 

A  Petition  of  Peter  Lorillard  praying  that  he  may  have  a 
Lease  for  Lot  li"  3  in  Chatham  Street  late  purchased  from  the 
Treasurer  for  42  instead  of  21  Years,  as  the  Buildings  are  not 
worth  repair  &  he  intends  to  erect  a  valuable  Building  on  the  said 
Lot;  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Treasurer. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Water  Street  between  Beek- 
mans  &  Pecks  Slip  praying  an  Ordinance  for  altering  the  pave- 
ment of  the  said  Street  &  raising  the  same ;  was  read  &  referred 
to  the  Aid"  &  Assist*^  of  the  East  Ward  &  the  Assistant  of  Mont- 
gomerie  Ward,  who  if  they  conceive  it  necessary  &  proper  are  lo 
prepare  an  Ordinance  for  the  purpose. 

[68]  The  Committee  of  Ways  &  Means  delivered  in  a  Report 
on  the  Subject  of  the  Powder  Magazine;  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  Expences  attending  the  keeping  of  the  said  Magazines 
far  exceed  the  Emoluments  arising  therefrom  to  the  Corporation, 
and  thereupon  the  Boa.rd  came  to  the  following  Resolution  viz*. 

Resolved  that  from  the  encrease  of  Houses  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  old  Magazine  it  is  become  dangerous  to  the  Safety  of  the 
City,  the  Store  Keeper  be  directed  forthwith  to  remove  all  the 
Gun  Powder  from  the  old  to  the  new  Magazine  &  that  no  Gun 
Powder  be  deposited  in  the  old  Magazine  in  future. 

That  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  demand  of  John  Gilbert 
Keeper  of  said  Magazine  immediate  payment  of  the  Ballance  of 
£182  :  14  :  Qi/o  which  from  the  said  Report  appears  to  be  due 
from  him  to  the  Corporation. 
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That  the  Watchmen  employed  to  gnard  the  said  Magazines  bo 
dismissed,  so  that  the  number  of  City  Watchmen  be  reduced 
to  24. 

That  the  price  for  storing  of  Powder  shall  not  exceed  the  prices 
established  by  the  Law  of  this  Corporation. 

That  the  New  Magazine  be  leased  out  for  the  Term  of  three 
Years  at  public  Auction  on  due  notice  under  the  Direction  of  the 
Treasurer  All  Repairs  Taxes  &,'^  to  be  paid  at  the  expence  of 
the  Lessee  and  that  the  Lessee  be  bound  to  conform  to  the  Law 
of  this  Corporation  in  the  Managem*  of  the  said  Magazine. 

Ordered  that  M^  Mayor  issue  his  Warr**^  on  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  the  follow^  Persons  the  following  Sums  viz*. 

Tobias  Van  Zandt,  to  be  disposed  of  by~^ 
the  Committee  appointed  to  direct  the 
Kepairs  to  the  Goal,  to  be  accounted 
for  

Joseph  Coleman  

Wilson  Rawson  

Sam'  Ward  &  Brothers  

Murray  Mumford  &  Bowen  

in  full  of  their  respective  Acc*"^  of  Lamp 
Oil  ■ 

Thomas  Ivors  for  Rope  furnished 
Colles  at  the  Water  Works  in  1775 
£6  :  17  :  6  and  for  bend  leather  for 
the  public  Pumps  in  1776  by  order  of 
the  Gen'  Com*^®  £5  :  11  

John  Brower  for  LTpholsterers  Work  at| 

issued       the  Court  Room  j 

issued    John  Goodeve  for  a  box  Candles  

Aaron  Aerson  for  the  Use  of  his  Room| 
issued       by  a  Committee  of  this  Board  ^ 


issued 

issued 
issued 
issued 
issued 


13 
1 


17 


issued 


15 

2 


18 
8 


4 
10 


£12  :   8  :  6 


9 
7 
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City  of 
New  York 


i 


At  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 
SS      Alms  House  on  Monday  the  5^^  Day  of 
May  1788 


Present/    James  Duane  Esq*"  Mayor 

Richard  Varick  Esq*"  Recorder 

W"^  W  Gilbert 
ISTich^  Bayard 


Jerem'^  Wool 
John  Wylley 
Peter  Elting 
Marin^  Willet 

Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Ja^  Nicholso7i 
Joseph  Pierson 
Corn^  C  Roosevelt 
Ab""  Van  Gelder 


>-Esq''*  Aldei*men 


Assist*^ 


Ordered  that  Aid"  Bayard  M""  Van  Zandt  &  M"*  Nicholson  be 
a  Committee  to  examine  and  audit  the  Accounts  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Alms  House  and  Bridewell  for  the  last  Quarter 

M''  Mayor  &  the  other  Members  proceeded  to  visit  the  several 
Apartments  of  the  Alms  House  and  Bridewell ;  and  being  returned 
[70]  Aid"  Bayard  reported  that  the  Committee  had  examined  & 
audited  the  said  Accounts  for  the  last  Quarter  viz*. 

Expenditures  of  the  Alms  House   £1137  :  10  : 11 

the  like     of  the  Bridewell   95:   7:  6 


Total   1232  :  18  :  5 

An  estimate  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Monies  necessary  for 
the  ensuing  Quarter  was  then  read  and  approved  viz*. 

for  the  Alms  House   £1000  :  —  :  — 

for  the  Bridewell   200  :  —  :  — 


1200:—:  — 

Ordered  that  M""  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*^  on  the  Treasurer  to  pay 
to  the  Commissioners  the  Sum  of  £1200  accordingly 
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Ordered  the  like  to  pay  Sloo  Keeper  of  the  Bridewell  the 
Sum  of  Eleven  pounds  17/6  to  be  by  him  paid  to  the  several 
Constables  and  Marshalls  for  conveying  Vagrants  to  Bridewell 
from  the  1®*  feb^  to  the  1*^*  Inst,  agreahle  to  an  Ace*  thereof  ren- 
dered to  &  approved  by  the  Board  this  Day. 

The  following  Report  was  delivered  in  by  Aid"  Gilbert  viz*. 
Your  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  Charge  made 
against  the  Commissioners  of  the  Alms  House  for  supplying  the 
said  House  with  improper  &  bad  provisions  Report  that  they  have 
enquired  of  the  Keepers  of  the  Alms  House  and  Bridewell  con- 
cerning the  said  Complaint  and  find  that  the  Commissioners  have 
supplied  some  bad  Butter  &  also  a  quantity  of  had  Flour :  But 
from  the  account  J\P'  Dodge  gave  of  this  Business  [71]  it  appeal's, 
it  was  accidental  or  a  want  of  Attention  And  also  that  Care  has 
been  taken  to  have  proper  Provisions  supplied  in  future.  Upon 
the  whole  M'"  Dodge  was  of  Opinion  that  the  Alms  House  is  sup- 
plied as  well  as  can  be  expected. 

W  Gilbert- 
Peter  Elting 

May  5*^  1788  Ab'"  Van  Gelder 

Ordered  that  the  Commissioners  provide  a  Passage  &  ISTeces- 
saries  for  James  M/'Manus,  a  Pauper,  to  Phil"  the  place  of  his 
Residence. 

Ordered  that  Ald°  Elting  &  Willet  &  W  Janeway  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  enquire  into  the  State  and  Situation  of  the  Sick  in  the 
Alms  House  &  Bridewell  &  particular  into  their  Treatment  by  the 
T)octor. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Law  of  this  State  entitled  "  An  Acf^ 
the  Board  proceeded  to  nominate  and  appoint  Commissioners  of 
the  Alms  House  &  Bridewell  and  the  follovsdng  Gentlemen  wex*e 
duly  nominated  and  appointed  accordingly  viz*. 


*  So  in  original. 
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John  Stagg 


Francis  Bassett 
Elias  ISI^ixen 
William  DePeyster 
Jacob  Seaman 
Willet  Seaman 
William  Ilardenbrook 

Ordered  that  the  Connnon  Seal  of  this  City  be  affixed  to  their 
several  Commissions  and  that  M""  Mayor  subscribe  them  on  behalf 
of  this  Board  accordingly. 


Obadiah  Seaman 
Richard  Lawrence 
Elijah  Cock 
Henry  Riker 
John  B  rower 
Abraham  Herring 


[72]     City  of 

'New  York 


At  a  Common  Council  held  at  ther 
SS       City  Hall  of  the  said  City  on  Wednes- 
day the  14^^  May  1788 


Present/    James  Duane  Esq*'  Mayor 


W°^  W  Gilbert 
Peter  Eltin-r 
Marinus  Willet 
John  Wylley 
Jerem.  Wool 

Tobias  Van  Zandt 
James  ISTicholson 
Ab"^  Van  Gelder 
Joseph  Pearson 


^Esq""'  Aid" 


^Assist*^ 


The  following  Persons  were  admitted  &  sworn  as  Free  Men  of 


tJais  City  viz*. 

James  ]\Iathers 

laborer 

Cornelius  Westervelt  laborer 

James  Monell 

d° 

William  Ryer 

d" 

Matthias  Hack 

Edmund  Butler 

d" 

Thomas  Jacoeks 

Ab*"  Van  Blarakem 

d° 

Richard  Westervelt 

d'' 

'Nath^  Morrison 

d<» 

William  Smith 

d« 

W"  Butler 

d° 

George  Beekman 

d'' 

Frederick  Long 

d« 

Lucas  Kip 

d° 

John  Cottle 

d<* 

Anderson  French 

d° 
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Ald"^  Gilbert  informed  tlie  Board  that  Sam^  Johnson  one  of  the 
Overseers  of  public  Wells  &,  Pumps  in  the  West  Ward  requested 
that  he  might  be  excused  from  serving  in  that  Office,  he  having 
executed  it  last  Year.  The  said  Excuse  being  judged  reasonable, 
this  Board  do  accordingly  discharge  him  from  the  said  Office 
And  do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  Anthony  Post  in  his  stead. 

The  following  Ordinance  was  agreed  to  by  the  Board  and  passed 

A  Law  for  the  cleaning  and  scouring  of  the  Common  Sewer  & 
the  Sinks  appertaining  thereto  in  Wall  Street  in  the  East  Ward. 

[73]  M""  Mayor  laid  before  the  Board  several  Presentments,  of 
the  Grand  Jurors  of  the  last  Court  of  Gen^  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
held  for  this  City  &  County,  against  the  following  Grievances  & 
Nuisances  in  this  City  viz*. 

The  dirty  appearance  of  the  Streets  many  of  which  are  im- 
passable. 

The  obstructions  the  Citizens  receive  in  Business  by  the  Cart- 
men  standing  Idle  with  their  Carts  &  blocking  up  certain  Streets. 
The  going  at  large  of  Hogs  in  the  City. 

And  the  employing  of  Criminals  &  Vagrants,  confined  in  Bride- 
well, in  compleating  Contracts  made  by  the  Commissioners  with 
private  Persons  and  by  that  means  depriving  the  industrious  Poor 
of  the  Means  of  Subsistence. 

Ordered  that  the  said  Presentments  be  referred  to  Ald°  Gilbert 
&  Willet  &  M"^  Nicholson  to  consider  on  &  to  report  their  Opinion 
&  the  Measures  proper  to  be  taken  by  this  Board  thereon. 

Ordered  that  an  Election,  be  held  on  Tuesday  next  at  11  O'clock 
in  the  forenoon  at  the  Corner  of  Dock  Street  &  Coenties  Lane, 
in  the  Dock  Ward,  of  an  Assistant  for  the  said  Ward  in  the  place 
of  M^  Anthony  Griffith  deceased. 

A  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  several  of  the  Lots  in  Water 
Street  between  Beekman  &  Pecks  Slips  praying  for  the  Reasons 
therein  mentioned  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  Street  (presented  on  the  30th  Ult°  may  not  be 
granted ;  was  read    And  thereupon. 
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Ald°  Willet  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  said  last  men- 
tioned Petition  was  referred,  rei^orted  that  in  the  Opinion  of  the 
Committee  the  Prayer  [74]  of  the  said  last  mentioned  Petition 
ought  not  to  be  complied  with ;  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Board. 

The  follow^  Report  was  read  &  agreed  to  by  the  Board  viz*. 

"  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petitions  of  Robert 
Crommelin  &  of  Peter  Schermerhorne,  Simon  Schermerhom  & 
James  A  Stewart,  Report  it  as  their  Opinion  that  the  prayers  of 
Petitioners  be  complied  with  and  that  a  Grant  be  made  to  the 
Petitioners  for  the  Ground  under  the  Water  in  front  of  the  Lots 
owned  by  the  Petitioners  respectively  the  whole  extent  of  the  Right 
of  the  Coi^poration  except  ten  feet  which  it  is  thought  advisable 
to  retain  for  the  nse  of  the  Corporation  agreable  to  a  former  Reso- 
lution of  this  Board  —  Subject  to  the  same  Conditions  of  other 
Grants  made  by  this  Corporation  in  similar  Circumstances. 

M  Willet 

,  Tobias  Van  Zandt 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  the  Drafts  of  the  said  Grants 
&  present  them  to  the  B^  accordingly. 

The  Treasurer  to  whom  was  referred  a  Petition  of  Charles  F 
Wiesenfels,  Lessee  under  this  Corporation  of  the  Ferry  across  the 
T^orth  River  to  Hoboock ;  reported  a  State  of  Facts  on  the  Subject ; 
Whereupon  it  was  Ordered  that  the  said  Ferry  be  sold  at  public 
Auction  under  the  Direction  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  Term  of 
three  Years  to  commence  at  the  expiration  of  the  present  Lease 
and  [75]  the  Purchaser  to  give  Security  for  the  performance  of 
his  Covenants  &  the  due  payment  of  his  Rent. 

A  Petition  of  Tsicholas  Cruger  was  read  praying  for  the  sake 
of  running  the  Fence  in  front  of  his  Farm  strait  &  uniform  to 
take  in  some  small  part  of  the  Common  Lands,  for  which  he  is 
willing  to  pay  a  reasonable  price;  was  read  &  considered  and 
thereupon  Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted 
provided  the  public  Road  or  High  Way  be  not  thereby  injured. 

Ordered  that  the  Aid"  &  Assist*  of  the  Out  Ward  &  Aid"  Willet 
be  a  Committee  to  attend  &  direct  the  running  of  the  Line  &  to 
agree  with  M''  Cruger  for  the  price  of  the  Common  Lands  he  shall 
enclose. 
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Tlie  Treasurer  reported  on  the  Petition  of  Peter  Louriilard  his 
Opinion  and  Reasons  in  favor  of  granting  him  a  Lease  for  the 
Lot  N*'  3  in  Chatham  Street  for  the  Term  of  42  Years  instead  of 
21  Years  at  the  Rent  of  £G  per  Annum  for  the  first  21  years  and 
£8  per  annum  for  the  residue  of  the  Term ;  which  was  agreed  to  by 
the  Board. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  a  Lease  to  him  for  the  said 
Lot  accordingly. 

A  Petition  of  Harent  I  IMartling  &  John  Delanoy  praying  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  inspecting  fire  Wood  from  Deans  Wharf  to 
the  I^orth  side  of  Batteau  Slip  inclusive,  for  which  they  will  pay 
to  the  Corporation  the  annual  Sum  of  thirty  pounds ;,  was  read  & 
referred  to  Aid"  Gilbert  Elting  &  Wylley  &  Mess^^  Nicholson  & 
Pearson. 

[76]  Ordered  that  M''  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  Walter  Heyer  the  Sum  of  £7  :  1  :  6  for  the  use 
issued    of  his  Rooms  by  the  Common  Council  during  the  sitting 
of  the  late  Circuit  &  Supreme  Court  £7:1:6 
Ordered  the  like  to  advance  J\P"  Tobias  Van  Zaudt  the  Sum  of 
issued    £50  to  be  apj)lie(I  !iy  the  Committee  towards  the  Renairs 
to  the  Coal. 


Ordered  the  like  to  pay  the  follow*^'  Persons  the  follov/ing  Sum:: 
in  full  of  their  respective  Acc*^. 


Jn"  W  Gilbert  for  his  Service  as  Clerk  to| 
the  late  Gen'  Election  in  the  West  W<^^ 

issued 

£2 

:  13 

issued 

Tho«  Gilbert  for  the  like  in  Dock  W^.  . 

S 

:  4 

issued 

Jn"  T  Duryee  for  the 

like    d"  W^.. 

3 

:   7  • 

issued 

AVillet  Taylor  .Tun''  in 

Mont^-  W^ 

2 

:  8 

issued 

'Tames  Bogert  .... 

in  d''   

2 

:  8 

Issued 

Tho«  Tumbull  

in  d"   

2 

:  8 

issued 

David  R  Bogert ..... 

.  .  in  the  West  W^ 

2 

:  13 

issued 

Rich*^  Duryee  

in  the  Out 

2 

:  16 

issued 

in  the  l^orth 

3 

:  4 

issued 

in 

3 

:  10 
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Simon  Kiersted  in  full  for  Repairs  to  the"^ 
issued       public  Wells  cV:  Pumps  to  the  11*''       33  :  13  :  — 
Inst  J 

Garret  De  Bow  for  the  use  of  his  Shed'^ 
issued       for  the  Reception  of  one  of  the  fire  ^      5  :  —  :  — 
Enffines  in  full  to  the  1^*  Inst  J 


[77]     City  of 
ISTew  York 


At  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 
SS       City  Hall  of  the  said  City  on  Wednes- 
day May  21«*  1788. 


Present/    James  Duane  Esq''  Mayor 


jSTich®  Bayard 
Marinus  Willet 
Peter  Elting 
W"'  W  Gilbert 
Jerem''  Wool 
John  Wylley 

Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Ab'"  Van  Gelder 
Geo.  Janeway 
James  Nicholson 
Joseph  Pierson 
Corn'^  C  Roosevelt 


VEsq'^  Aid" 


^Assist*® 


On  reading  the  Return  or  Poll  List  of  the  Election  held  on 
Tuesday  last  of  an  Assistant  for  the  Dock  Ward  in  the  place  of 
Anthony  Griffith  deceased  it  appears  that  Winant  Van  Zandt  is 
duly  elected.  Ordered  that  he  be  notified  to  attend  &  take  his 
Seat  at  this  Board  accordingly. 

A  Petition  of  Charles  F  Wiessenfels  on  the  subjexit  of  the  Ferry 
across  the  ISTorth  River  was  read  &  rejected. 

On  reading  a  Letter  from  the  Treasurer  on  the  Subject  of  the 
Tenns  agreed  to  by  the  Board  for  the  Sale  of  the  Powder  Maga- 
zine, the  Board  agreed  that  the  following  addition  be  made  thereto 
viz*.  "  So  as  that  the  price  of  the  Storage  of  Gun  Powder  shall 
not  be  reduced,  by  the  authority  of  this  Corporation,  below  that 
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which  is  now  fixed  by  their  Law  And  that  the  Fees  arising  on  the 
Powder  which  shall  be  in  the  Magazine  at  the  time  of  the  Lessee's 
taking  possession  thereof  shall  be  equally  divided  between  [78] 
M""  Gilbert  the  present  Keeper  of  the  said  Magazine  &  the  Lessee 
thereof.  Such  Lessee  also  indemnifying  M"^  Gilbert  on  account 
of  his  being  chargeable  for  the  said  Powder  to  the  respective 
Owners  thereof." 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  State  of  the  several 
Wharfs  in  this  City  reported  "  That  the  Block  built  at  Beekmans 
Slip  be  compleated. 

That  the  request  of  Gen'  Malcom  for  the  wharfage  of  any  part 
of  Beekman's  Slip  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

That  the  Albany  Pier  be  repaired  and  also  the  Ell  adjoining 
it  on  the  East  side. 

That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  the  Committee  that  the  proprietors 
of  the  White  Hall  Dock  be  directed  to  repair  &  put  the  same  in 
good  Order 

That  the  Bulkhead  of  the  White  Hall  Slip  be  compleated  and 
the  Slip  filled  up;  " 

The  said  Report  being  considered  by  Paragraphs  was  agreed 
to ;  that  part  which  directs  the  filling  up  White  Hall  Slip  excepted ; 
the  further  consideration  of  which  was  postponed. 

Ordered  that  the  Aid"  &  Assist®  of  the  respective  Wards  in 
which  the  Repairs  mentioned  in  the  said  Report  lie  contract  to 
have  the  same  executed  ^^rovided  the  same  do  not  exceed  the 
amount  of  the  respective  Estimates  thereof  by  them  produced  to 
the  Board  this  Day 

It  being  suggested  to  the  Board  that  the  pitching  of  the  Arch 
of  the  Street  called  the  Broad  Way  lately  regulated  &  now  paving 
is  unsatisfactory  to  the  ]SI"eighborhood  &  appears  to  have  too  great 
descent  towards  the  Houses  on  each  side  of  the  Street.  Ordered 
that  the  [Y9]  three  City  Surveyors  do  forthwith  examine  into  the 
Matter  &  direct  the  Business  to  he  executed  in  manner  most  agre- 
able  to  the  ISTeighborhood  &  the  public  Convenience. 

The  following  Report  was  read  &  agreed  to  by  the  Board  viz*. 

"  Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  Parent 
I  Martling  &  John  Delanoy  Repor^  that  the  prayer  thereof  ought 
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not  to  be  granted:  But  in  consequence  of  frequent  Complaints 
from  the  Inspectors  of  Cord  Wood  &  being  desirous  of  adopting 
some  plan,  wliich  may  prevent  their  Complaints  in  future,  do 
propose  the  following  which  in  the  Opinion  of  your  Committee 
is  not  only  equitable,  but  also  calculated,  to  effect  the  purpose 
aforesaid  viz*  That  on  every  Vacancy  which  from  time  to  time 
may  happen  by  resignation  removal  or  death  of  an  Inspector  the 
Senior  Inspector  shall  have  the  first  Offer  of  such  Vacancy  — 
that  in  case  the  Senior  Inspector  shall  choose  the  said  Vacancy, 
the  next  Senior  Inspector  shall  have  the  first  Offer  of  the  Vacancy 
thus  made  by  his  removal  And  so  on  until  all  the  then  Inspectors 
according  to  Seniority  have  made  their  respective  Choices  that 
then  the  District  that  may  be  left  vacant  by  the  removals  afore- 
said shall  be  occupied  by  a  new  appointment " 

W.  Gilbert 
John  Wylley 

Peter  Elting         f  Committee 
James  Nicholson 
Joseph  Pierson 

[80]  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Lumber  Street  praying 
an  Order  for  regulating  the  said  Street  was  read  &  referred  to 
the  Aid"  &  Assist*  of  the  West  Ward. 

Ordered  that  M""  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer  to 
advance  M""  Tobias  Van  Zandt  the  further  Sum  of  £100 
issued    to  be  applied  by  the  Committee  towards  Kepairs  to  the 
Goal. 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  Abijah  Hammond  the  SiTm  of  £10  to 
issued    be  ap])lied  to  the  sinking  a  Well  &  for  a  Pump  in  Delancey 
Street. 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  Ab"*  Van  Gelder  the  Sum  of  £31  :  18  :  8 
issued    for  lighting  Sz,  clean^  the  public  Lamps  from  26*''  March 
to  26*^  April 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  Edw**  Blagge  the  Sum  of  £2  :  8  as  Clerk 
issued    at  the  late  Gen'  Election  in  Mont^  Ward. 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  Peter  Elting  Jun"^  the  Sum  of  16/  as 
issued    Clerk  at  the  late  Election  of  an  Assis*  in  the  Dock 
Ward. 
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At  a  Cominon  Council  held  at  the 
SS       City  Hall  of  the  said  City  on  Friday 
the       May  1788 

Present/    James  Dnane  Esq'"  Mayor 

ISTich®  Bayard 
,  W  Gilbert 

Jerem^  Wool 
Peter  Elting 
Marinus  Willet 

James  ISTicholson 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Ab'"  Van  Gelder 
Joseph  Pierson 
Wiiiant  Van  Zandt 

M''  Winant  \^aii  Zandt  elected  at  the  late  Election  in  the  Dock 
Ward  an  Assistant  in  the  stead  of  Anthony  Griffith  deceased,  ap- 
peared &,  after  taking  &  subscribing  the  Oaths  by  Law  &  the 
Charter  of  this  City  prescribed  &  directed,  took  his  Seat 

On  reading  a  Letter  from  the  Treasurer  Ordered  that  Ald° 
Bayard  &  Mess*"*  ISTicholson  &  Winant  Van  Zandt  be  a  Committee 
with  the  Treasurer  to  audit  &  settle  the  Tax  Books  of  the  Col- 
lectors in  the  several  Wards. 

Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  demand  of  M'"  Cary  Ludlow  the 
Quit  Rent  due  on  his  Water  Lot  at  Burnets  Key  and  that  his 
request  for  an  allowance  for  filling  part  of  the  Street  cannot  be 
complied  with  —  the  same  being  considered  by  the  Board  as  un- 
reasonable. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  to  the  Board,  Terms  for  the  Sale  of 
the  Powder  Magazine,  which,  after  some  Correction  &  Amend- 
ment, were  approved. 

Ordered  that  M'"  Winant  Van  Zandt  be  appointed  a  Member  of 
the  standing  Committee  to  audit  Acc*''  in  the  place  of  M^'  Griffiths 
dec^. 

[82  I  A  Petition  of  Isaac  Stoutenburgh  &  several  others  Inhabit- 
ants of  Greenwich  Street  complain^  of  the  Ruins  of  an  old  Build^ 
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New  York] 


^Esq"""  Ald° 


^  Assist*^ 
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of  M^"  jVlesier  wkich  is  become  a  iS^uisance  &  obstructs  the  con- 
tinuing of  the  Street  agreable  to  the  late  regulation  thereof;  was 
read  &  referred  to  Ald'^  Elting  &  Willet  &  M"^  ISTicholson,  who  are 
also  to  enquire  into  the  State  of  M^"  Mesiers  claim  for  Injury  to 
his  Ground  in  consequence  of  the  s"^  late  Regulation  of  Greenwich 
Street  to  take  Recorders  law  Opinion  on  the  Subject 
On  Motion  of  Aid"*  Bayard 

Ordered  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  the  Subject  into 
Consideration  &  to  report  some  Regulations  for  the  Hackney 
Coaches  made  use  of  in  this  City. 

M""  Bancker  &  Goerick  two  of  the  City  Surveyors  of  Streets 
delivered  to  the  Board  their  Survey  made  of  the  Street  called  the 
Broad  Way  now  paving  agreable  to  the  Order  of  this  Board  of 
the  last  Meeting;  from  which  it  appears  that  the  round  or  arch 
of  the  said  Street  is  too  high  by  at  least  half  a  foot  and  that  they 
had  regulated  the  same  to  be  only  eighteen  Inches  higher  in  the 
middle  of  the  Street  than  at  the  Kennel  towards  the  Houses  on 
each  side  the  Street;  which  being  approved  of  by  the  Board  It 
was  ordered  that  the  said  Surveyors  do  cause  the  said  Street  to  be 
paved  accord^^. 

Ordered  that  M""  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer  to  pay 
issued    Willson  Rawson  the  Sum  of  £138         :  7  for  16  Cask  of 
Lamp  Oil. 
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[83] 


City  of 
New  York 


At  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 
SS      City  Hall  of  the      City  on  Thursday 
the  5*^  Day  of  June  1788 


Present/    James  Duane  Esq^  Mayor 

Jerem^  Wool 
Marinus  Willet 

\\rn  ^^  Gilbert  >Esq''^  AW 

John  Wylley 
Peter  Elting 

Ab'"  V'an  Gelder 
Geo.  Janeway 
Ja®  Nicholson 

Tobias  Van  Zandt         ^  Assist*® 
Winant  Van  Zandt 
Corn^  C  Roosevelt 
Joseph  Pierson 

Isaac  Hadley,  laborer  admitted  &  sworn  a  free  Man  of  this 
City 

On  reading  a  Letter  from  the  Treasurer  relative  to  an  Ace* 
exhibited  by  John  Moore  for  Mason  Work  done  at  the  Bridewell 
previous  to  the  late  War ;  from  the  face  of  which  account  a  ball*^® 
of  £210  :  12  :  3  appeared  to  be  due;  which  said  balP®  was  by  an 
Order  of  this  Board  of  the  1«*  feb^'  1785  paid  by  the  City  Treas- 
urer —  that  from  some  Circumstances  &  facts  he  hath  discovered 
since  he  hath  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  said  Acc*  must  have 
been  settled  &  paid  by  the  Corporation  previous  to  the  late  War. 
Ordered  that  Aid''  Elting  &  Mess'^  Janeway  &  Tobias  Van  Zandt 
be  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  subject  &  report  the  Result 
to  the  Board. 

Ordered  that  the  Aid"  &  Assist*^  of  the  South  &  West  Wards 
be  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  execution  of  the  late  Regula- 
tion of  Broadway  &  New  Street  &  report  to  the  Board. 

[84]  It  being  suggested  to  the  Board  that  Encroachments  have 
been  made  on  the  common  Lands  by  M""  Semler  Ordered  that  Aid" 
Bayard  &  Willet  &  M""  Roosevelt  be  a  Committee  to  enquire  into 
the  Subject  &  to  report  a  State  of  the  Facts  to  the  Board. 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  &  to  report 
the  best  Method  of  conveying  the  iilthy  Water  from  the  Goal  Alms 
House  and  Bridewell  report  that  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Committee 
a  Sewer  of  pitch  pine  be  made  under  Ground  along  the  Rear  of 
the  Alms  House  &  Bridewell  down  Warren  Street  And  that  the 
Committee  who  were  appointed  to  direct  the  Repairs  now  making 
to  the  Goal,  be  authorized  to  have  the  Work  executed  by  Contract 
with  as  much  expedition  as  the  nature  of  the  Business  will  admit ; 
the  expenee  of  whioli  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Committee  cannot  ex- 
ceed two  hundred  Poimds. 

M  WiUet 

Isew  York       June  James  Nicholson 

The  said  Report  being  agreed  to 

Ordered  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  direct  the  Repairs  to 
the  Goal  be  directed  to  carry  the  said  Report  into  execution  And 
that  M""  Nicholson  be  added  to  the  said  Committee  for  the  above 
purpose  in  the  place  of  M''  Peirson. 

[85]  It  being  represented  to  the  Board  that  M""  Dan'  Ludlow 
is  willing  to  hire  the  Bowling  Green  &  ornament  it  with  Trees  & 
keep  it  in  good  Fence  Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  enquire  on 
what  Conditions  the  same  can  be  leased  &  to  make  an  Offer  to 
the  present  Occupant  of  the  same ;  and  if  he  declines  it  on  such 
Terms  that  he  agree  for  it  with  M^'  Ludlow. 

The  Treasurer  reports  that  agreable  to  the  Order  of  this  Board 
he  had  sold  the  New  Powder  Magazine  to  M"^  John  Gilbert  for  the 
Term  of  three  Years  from  the  1^*  Inst  at  the  Rent  of  £41  per 
Annum  subject  to  the  Covenants  agreed  to  by  the  Board 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  a  Lease  to  him  accordingly. 

Ald°  Gilbert  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Lumber  Street  praying  that  the  said 
Street  may  be  regulated  report  that  they  have  examined  the  said 
Street  and  are  of  Opinion  that  the  same  ought  to  be  regulated  and 
also  Auchmuty  Street  which  crosses  it  ought  to  be  regulated  like- 
wise and  that  the  Surveyors  should  be  directed  to  report  such 
Regulation  that  an  Ordinance  may  be  prepared  for  both  purposes ; 
Which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Board. 


696    AMEEicAJf  Scenic  and  Histokic  Pkeseevation  Society 


*just  before  tHe  Evacuation 
tiou  by  tlie  Britisli 


Ordered  that  Adolph  Waldron  the  present  Lessee  of  the  Ferry 
to  Brooklin  have  credit  given  him  for  the  Sum  of  £32  :  10  :  9^ 
to  be  by  him  paid  to  the  Collector  of  Brooklin  Township  for  the 
Tax  on  the  Corporation  property  there. 

[86]  A  Petition  of  Lyon  Hart  praying  payment  for  a  number 
of  Buckets  by  him  supplied  &  lost  at  the  burning  of  Rutger's 

Brewery  in  the  Year  1783*  was 
read 

Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the 
Petitioner  cannot  be  complied  with. 
Ordered  that  M'^'  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*-  on  the  Treasurer  to  pay 
the  follow®  Persons  the  following  Sizms  in  full  of  their  respective 
Acc*®  viz*^. 

Joseph  Pierson  for  making  watchmen's^ 
issued  Boxes  to  be  placed  in  the  Streets .  .  j 
issued    Henry  Shute  for  repairs  to  the  Roads 

Rinier  Skaats  for  one  Quarter  Salary  a?^ 
issued       Door  Keeper  &  Messenger  &  for  extra  > 
Service  from  15*  feb^  to  15^^  May  last  J 

Walter  M''Donald  for  his  Service  a?' 
issued       Clerk  at  the  late  Gen^  Election  in  the 
Out  Ward  

Isaac  L  Kip  for  the  like  in  the  like  inj 
issued       the  S°  Ward  i  

Abraham  Brower  for  the  like  in  the 
issued  Wai"d  

Corn*  Fish  &  Isaac  Heyer  for  the  like  in  | 
issued       the  East  Ward   


£31 
62 


11  :  6 


10  :  —  :  — 


2  :  10  :  6 


2:8:  — 


2  :  16  :  — 


7  :  — 
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At  a  Common  Coimcil  held  at  tlie 


L8/J   J^ity  ol    (gy      City  Hall  of  the  said  City  on  Thursday 

ITew  Yorkj  j^^;^^  ^.gg 

Present/    Janier^  Dnaiie  Esq'"  Mayor 
Peter  Eltin^ 

^^ich«  Bayard  I  ^ 

.Marinus  Willet  p'^l  ^^"^ 

Jer^  Wool  J 


Geo.  .Taneway 
Winant  Van  Zandt 
Jos.  Peirson 
Ja*  iSrieholson 
Corn^  C.  Eoosevelt 


-Assist*® 


Ordered  that  the  Sewer,  for  conveying  the  filthy  Water  from 
the  Goal  Alms  Plouse  and  Bridewell,  be  made  from  the  front  in- 
stead of  the  Rear  of  those  buildings  &  that  the  same  be  carried  to 
the  River  down  Murray  Street  instead  of  Warrens  Street  as  was 
reported  by  the  Committee  at  the  last  Meeting. 
»  The  Persons,  appointed  to  make  the  Estimates  of  the  Expence  of 
conforming  to  the  late  Regulations  of  Broad  Way,  Verlettenbergh 
6:  New  Streets,  and  also  of  that  part  of  Queens  Street  which  lies 
between  Kings  Street  &  the  Fly  ]\Iarket;  and  a  just  and  equitable 
assessment  thereof  among  the  Owners  or  Occupants  of  all  the 
Houses  and  Lots  intended  to  be  benefitted  thereby,  returned  to  the 
Board,  Certificates  in  Writing  of  the  said  Estimates  and  Assess- 
ments;  Avhich,  being  examined,  were  ratified  by  the  Board  [88] 
And  thereupon  Ordered  that  M'"  John  M'^Comb  be  authorized  to 
receive  from  the  several  Owners  or  Occupants  of  the  Plouses  &  Lot$ 
named  in  the  said  Assessment  respecting  Broad  Way,  ^erletten 
Bergh  &  New  Streets,  the  Sums  at  which  said  Houses  &  T-iOts  are 
respectively  assessed  And  that  M^"  Robert  Lenox  be  authorized  to 
receive  from  the  several  Owners  and  Occupants  of  the  Houses  & 
Lots  named  in  the  said  Assessment  respecting  Qiieens  Street  the 
Sums  at  whicli  the  said  Houses  &  Jvots  are  respectively  assessed. 

On  reading  a  T^etter  from  the  Treasurer,  inclosing  a  State  of  the 
Debts  due  from  this  Corporation  to  sundry  Persons  on  Bond  It 
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was  ordered  by  the  Board  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  and 
directed,  out  of  the  Eevenue  Fund,  from  time  to  time  to  pay  oflf 
the  Principal  as  well  as  the  Interest  of  these  Bonds  in  such  pro- 
portions and  in  such  manner  as  in  his  Judgment  will  be  most 
satisfactory  to  the  Creditors  &  beneficial  to  this  Corporation. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  Treatment  of 
Doctor  Vacher  towards  the  Sick  in  the  Alms  House  Report  that 
they  have  received  general  Satisfaction  from  the  Keeper,  E'urses 
&  the  Sick  of  the  said  House,  and  that  the  Doctors  Attention  is 
satisfactory  to  them. 

Peter  Elting 
M:  WiUet 

A  Petition  of  the  Trustees  of  the  first  Presbyterian  Congrega- 
tion in  this  City,  praying  permission  that  certain  Vaults  foi  the 
interment  of  the  Dead,  about  to  be  erected  in  the  Cimetry  [89] 
of  their  old  Church,  may  project  a  few  feet  under  the  Street;  was 
read  &  referred  to  Aid"  Willett,  &  Mess''^  Nicholson  &  Janeway 

The  following  Certificates  were  presented  to  the  Board,  by  M"" 
Mayor,  &  read  &  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Minutes  viz*-. 

"  I  William  W.  Gilbert  Esq"^  do  hereby  testify  that  I  actually 
"  paid  into  the  City  Ti*easury  in  behalf  of  the  Mayor  the  Sum  of 
"  three  hundred  and  twenty  seven  Pounds  twelve  Shillings  remain- 
"  ing  due  to  the  Corporation  on  364  Licences  granted  by  the  Mayor 
"  between  the  first  day  of  March  1786  &  the  14th  day  of  February 
"  17 87  "after  deducting  thereout,  as  by  an  Order  of  the  Common 
"  Council  dated  the  14th  day  of  February  1787  is  directed ;  and 
"  that  the  said  Sum  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  seven  Pounds 
"  twelve  Shillings,  was  part  of  the  Sum  of  eleven  hundred  and 
"  twenty  one  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings  paid  by  me  into  the  said 
"  Treasury  for  Excise  &  Licence  in  the  Year  above  mentioned. 
"  And  I  do  further  testify  that  I  also  actually  paid  into  the  City 
"  Treasury  in  behalf  of  the  Mayor  the  Sum  of  three  hundred  and 
"  forty  six  Pounds  ten  Shillings  for  385  tavern  Licences  granted 
"  by  the  Mayor  between  the  first  Day  of  March  1787  &  the  first 
"  day  of  March  1788  agreably  to  the  Directions  of  an  Order  of 
"  the  Common  Council  dated  the  20th  Feb^  1788  and  that  the 
"  said  Sum  of  three  hundred  &  forty  Six  Pounds  ten  Shillings 
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"  was  part  of  the  Sum  of  eleven  hundred  and  one  Pounds  seventeen 
Shillings  ])aid  bj  me  into  the  said  Treasury  for  Excise  and 
"  Licence  for  the  Year  last  above  mentioned.  Dated  this  6*^*^  Day 
"  of  June  17SS.  W™  W.  Gilbert  June  7"'  1788  I  do  heieby 
"  certify  W  Gilbert  Esq""  has  paid  into  the  City  Treasury  for 
"  the  Excise  and  License  [90]  as  within  mentioned  for  the  Year 
■  1786  eleven  hundred  &  twenty  one  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings  and 
"  for  the  Year  1787  the  Sum  of  eleven  hundred  &  one  Pounds 
"  seventeen  Shillings  which  Sums  are  included  under  the  head  of 
"  Excise  for  those  respective  Years 

"  Dan'  Phoenix  City  Treas"-  " 

The  following  Report  was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  Board 
viz*. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  late  presentments 
of  the  Grand  Jury  respecting  sundry  Abuses  &  ISTuisances  in  this 
City  Report  it  as  their  Opinion  that  an  Ordinance  be  passed  to 
prevent  Hogs  going  at  large  in  the  Streets  subjecting  the  Owners 
to  a  Fine  for  the  use  of  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  take  up 
any  siich  Llog  or  Hogs. 

And  that  an  Ordinance  be  likewise  passed  to  oblige  all  persons 
residing  within  this  City  (where  the  Streets  in  front  of  the  Houses 
and  Lots  they  respectiveely  occupy  are  regulated  and  paved)  to 
sweep  the  Streets  in  front  of  their  Houses  and  T^ots  and  have  the 
Dirt  carried  away  every  Saturday  from  the  last  Day  of  March 
to  the  first  Day  of  ISTovember  —  That  whoever  shall  neglect  so 
that  the  Dirt  remains  until  Sunday  Morning  shall  forfeit  the 

sum  of  .    That  no  person  whatsoever  shall  at  any  time 

carry  Dirt  into  the  Street  and  suffer  it  to  remain  there  all  ISTight 

under  the  Penalty  [91]  of   —  And  that  if  any  Butcher 

shall  throw  any  Garbage  into  the  Street  near  the  Market  or  Stall 

they  may  respectively  occupy  under  the  Penalty  of  

that  all  Fines  &  forfeitures  incurred  by  the  said  Ordinances  shall 
be  for  the  use  of  whoever  may  prosecute  for  the  same. 

M :  Willet 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  the  said  Ordinances  accord- 
ingly 
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Aid"  Wool  delivered  in  Estimates  of  several  Persons  for  filling 
in  tlie  White  Hall  Slip  &  it  appearing  that  an  Estimate  of  James 
Morrel]  &  others  was  the  lowest  viz*  £65  which  the  Board  agreed 
to  accept  And  thereupon  ordered  that  the  Aid"  &  Assist*  of  the 
South  Ward  be  authorized  to  enter  into  a  Contract  with  the  said 
Persons  at  the  above  rate  and  that  this  Board  will  from  time  to 
time  make  such  advances  of  Money  on  the  said  Contract  as  the 
Work  performed  by  them  shall  be  reported  by  the  said  Aid"  & 
Assist*  to  be  executed. 

Ordered  that  M'"  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer 
issued       to  advance  John  Hartwick  the  sum  of  £15  being  part 
of  £24  which  he  is  to  have  for  repair^  the  Albany  Pier. 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  Josiah  Hornblower  the  Sum  of 
issued       £12  for  attend^  &  examining  &  making  Report  of  the 
fire  Engine  for  the  Water  Works  about  to  be  erected 
in  1775. 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  Tobias  Van  Zandt  the  Sum  of 
issued       £6  :  14  :   4*^  for  fire  Woo*^  by  him  purchased  &  dis- 
tributed among  certain  indigent  families  last  Winter 
by  order  of  this  Board. 
And  to  Ab™  Van  Gelder  for  light^  the  public  Lamps  from 
issued       26*^  April  to  26**"  May  last  £31  :  17  :  4'^ 
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[92]     City  of 


At  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 


New  York 


SS       City  Hall  of  the  said  City  on  Thursday 
the  26*^  June  1788 


Pres^ent/    Richard  Varick  Esq^  Recorder 


jSTich®  Bayard 
Peter  Elting 
Jerem^^  Wool 


VEsq''^  Aid'* 


Marinus  Willet 
W  Gilbert 


Ja^  Nicholson 
Joseph  Pierson 
Winant  Van  Zandt 
Corn^  C  Roosevelt 


^Assist*^ 


Ordered  that  John  M'^Comb  be  appointed  to  superintend  & 
direct  the  paving  of  Broad  Way  Verlettenbergh  &  New  Streets  & 
that  Geo :  Gosman  be  appointed  for  the  like  purpose  as  to  Queen 
Street  agTeable  to  the  late  Regulation  of  those  Streets. 

A  Petition  of  James  Dunlap  and  6  others  praying  that  Queens 
Street  from  Kings  Street  to  Watt  Street  may  be  regulated  and 
paved  in  like  manner  as  the  said  Street  from  the  Fly  Market  to 
Kings  Street  hath  lately  been  regulated  and  paved;  was  read  & 
referred  to  the  Aid"  &  Assistant  of  the  East  Ward  &  the  Assistant 
of  the  Dock  Ward. 

A  Petition  of  a  great  number  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Burlings  Slip  complaining  of  its  being  rendered  Use- 
less by  the  quantity  of  Filth  &  Mud  which  lies  in  it  and  the  want 
of  a  Wharf  or  Peir  on  the  East  side ;  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Ald°  &  Assist*  of  the  East  Ward  &  the  Assist*  of  Montgomerie 


[93]  Ordered  that  Adolph  Degrove  Jun"^  be  appointed  a  Meas- 
urer of  Grain  in  this  City. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  William  Street  praying  that 
the  said  Street  may  be  new  regulated  and  paved ;  was  read  &  re- 
ferred to  the  Aid"*  &  Assist*^  of  the  East  &  North  &  the  xissist*  of 
Montgomerie  Ward. 


Ward. 
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On  reading  a  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  &  Means 
Ordered  that  M''  Recorder  be  requested  on  behalf  of  this  Board 
to  commence  prosecutions  against  any  person  or  Persons  who  shall 
be  guilty  of  any  Intrusions  on  the  Common  Lands  by  digging  & 
carry  off  Clay  or  Stones  And  also  to  demand  the  possession  of 
any  of  those  Lands  which  may  be  illegally  possessed  by  any  Person 
&  in  case  of  refusal  that  he  commence  Suits  for  the  recovery 
thereof. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Congregation  (presented  at  the  last  Meeting)  ;  reported 
that  in  their  Opinion  the  prayer  ought  to  be  gTanted;,  which  was 
agreed  to  by  the  Board. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  the  necessary  Improvements 
to  the  Fly  Market  delivered  into  the  Board  several  Estimates 
Whereupon  the  Board  went  into  the  Consideration  of  the  Extent 
of  the  Improvements  which  it  would  be  expedient  to  make  at  the 
Corporation  Expence  And  it  was  determined  that  the  Sewer  he 
continued  to  the  South  side  of  front  Street  —  that  a  Bulkhead 
be  laid  across  the  Slip  at  the  South  Side  [94]  of  front  Street  & 
that  proper  Blocks  or  Wings  be  laid  in  the  Slip  to  extend  64  feet 
beyond  the  South  side  of  front  Street  for  the  purpose  of  support- 
ing a  Market  which  may  be  erected  at  the  Expence  of  the  Neigh- 
borhood. 

And  it  was  ordered  that  the  said  Committee  be  authorized  to 
have  the  above  Work  executed  on  Contract  provided  the  same  does 
not  exceed  £500. 

A  Petition  of  several  Persons  complaining  of  the  decayed  and 
dangerous  state  of  the  Wharf  between  White  Hall  Slip  &  Moores ' 
Wharf ;  was  read  And  thereupon  Ordered  that  the  proprietors  be 
informed  that  unless  they  keep  the  said  Wharf  in  Repair  they 
will  be  proceeded  against  agreable  to  the  Covenants  in  their  re- 
spective Grants. 

Aid"  Gilbert,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  meet  with  M"^ 
Kip  &  Gen^  Malcom  to  ascertain  the  Boundary  Line  between  their 
Land  and  the  Corporations,  informed  the  Board  that  a  Difference 
of  Opinion  had  taken  place  with  respect  to  the  standard  of  Meas- 
urement &  that  the  parties  had  proposed  to  submit  the  matter  to 
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the  Opinion  of  Mess'"®  Jones  &  Hamilton;  whicL.  was  approved  of 
&  agreed  to  by  the  Board. 

Ordered  that  the  Stable,  in  the  Goal  Yard,  which  is  become 
offensive  to  the  prisoners  be  removed  from  its  present  Situation 
to  the  Alms  House  Stable. 

[95]  The  Surveyors  delivered  in  a  plan  of  the  Elevation  of 
Lumiber  &  *  Auehmuty  Streets  &  Oister  Pasty 
*  Rector  Street    Lane  in  the  West  Ward ;  which  was  approved  of 
by  the  Board  &  ordered  to  be  filed.  Ordered 
that  the  Clerk  prepare  an  Ordinance  for  the  Regulating  digging 
&  paving  of  the  said  Streets  accordingly. 

Ordered  that  M"^  Recorder  issue  his  Warr*®  on  the  Treasurer 
to  pay. 

Vincent  Carter  &  Tho®  Skaats  the  Sum  of  £5  :  8  :  9  for  carting 
issued    Dirt  on  the  Dock. 

John  Hartwick  £9  :  4  for  the  ball*^®  of  his  Demand  of  £24  for 
issued  repairs  to  the  Albany  Pier  And  the  further  Sum  of 
£5  : 14  for  Repairs  at  the  White  Hall  Slip. 


[9G]     City  of 

New  York 


SS 


At  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 
City  Hall  on  Wednesday  July  2^  1788 


Present/    Richard  Varick  Esq^  Recorder 


Nicb®  Bayard 
Peter  Elting 
Jerem*^  Wool 
Marin^  Willet 
John  Wylley 
W™  W  Gilbert 

Ab"'  Van  Gelder 
Winant  Van  Zandt 
Ja^  ISTicholson 
Joseph  Peirson 
Com^  C  Roosevelt 


^Esq"  Ald° 


vAssist^^ 


The  following  Order  was  agreed  to  by  the  Board  for  celebrating 
next  Friday,  being  the  Twelfth  annivesary  of  our  Independance 


704:    American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preseevation  Society 

At  sunrise  a  display  of  Colours  on  the  City  Hall  &  tlie  ringing 
of  all  the  public  Bells  in  the  City  for  one  Hour.  At  12  O'Clock 
the  Members  of  this  Board  to  meet  at'  the  City  Hall  &  attended  by 
the  Sherif  Coroner  Constables  &  Marshalls  proceed  to  wait  on  his 
Excellency  the  president  of  Congress  (his  Excellency  the  Governor 
being  absent  from  the  City)  to  congratulate  him  on  the  Day.  At 
the  same  time  the  Bells  to  ring-  for  one  Hour. 

Ordered  that  the  Aid''  &  Assist*^  of  the  East  &  lyTorth  Wards' 
&  the  Assist*  of  Montg^       be  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  report 
a  proper  Regulation  for  conveying  the  Water  from  King  Street 
into  the  River. 

[97]  On  reading  a  Letter  from  the  Treasurer  on  the  Subject 
of  the  Een-ies  across  the  jSTorth  River  to  Hobooek  &  other  places 
to  the  ISTorthward. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  dispose  of  the  said 
Ferries  for  the  Tenn  of  three  Years  at  public  Auction  &  that  the 
Boats  have  the  Right  in  Common  with  each  other  of  landing  at 
any  part  of  the  Corporation  Wharfs  or  Slips  north  of  Cortlandt 
Slip. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  James  Dunlap  &  others,  pre- 
sented at  the  last  Meeting,  reported  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Peti- 
tion ought  to  be  granted ;  Whereupon  the  following  Ordinance  for 
that  purpose  was  passed  viz*. 

"  A  Law  to  alter  &  amend  Queen  Street  from  Kings  Street  to 
AVall  Street." 

Ald°  Gilbert  from  the  Committee  reported  to  the  Board  Esti- 
mates of  the  Expense  of  making  Bulklieads  across  Cortlandt 
&  Vesey  Slips;  viz*,  the  former  £35  for  the  Bulkhead  &  £30 
for  filling  in  the  same  &  the  latter  at  £30  for  the  Bulkhead  &  £40 
for  filling  in  the  same  Whereupon  it  was  ordered  by  the  Board 
that  the  same  Committee  be  authorized  to  get  the  said  Work  exe- 
cuted provided  the  same  do  not  exceed  the  s*^  Estimates 

A  Petition  of  Lambert  Moore  relative  to  a  House  erected  in 
front  of  Moores  Wharf  in  the  South  Ward  during  the  late  War, 
was  read  &  referred  to  the  AW  of  the  South  Dock  &  East  Wards. 
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[98]  A  Petition  of  Thomas  Gardner  praying  a  Grant  of  the 
Soil  under  Water  in  the  East  River  in  front  of  his  Lots  at  Corlears 
Hook  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  several  Peti- 
tions of  the  proprietors  of  lots  in  that  neighborhood. 

A  Petition  of  Christopher  Fiegenham  praying  a  Lease  of  the 
Lot  in  Barrack  Street,  the  Improvements  whereof  he  lately  pur- 
chased of  the  Treasurer  at  Vendue,  for  42  Years  instead  of  21 
Years ;  was  read  &  referred  to  Aid"  Gilbert  &  the  Ald°  &  Assist  of 
the  l^ovth.  Ward  &  M'"  Roosevelt 

Ordered  that  an  Ordinance  be  prepared  for  paving  of  Green- 
wich Street  (&  the  intermediate  Slips)  from  Cortlandt  Street  to 
Barclay  Stteet 

Ordered  that  M""  Recorder  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treas- 
issued       urer  to  advance  James  Morrell  on  Acc*  the  Sum  of  £9 
towards  filling  in  Whitehall  Slip. 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  Joseph  Shelvey  the  Sum  of  £6  :  5/ 
issued       for  one  Quarter  Salary  as  Corrector  of  petty  Larceny 
Offenders  to  the  27"^  Ult° 
And  to  Rob^  Gosman  the  Sum  of  £11  for  erect"  a  fire 
issued       Engine  Llouse  at  the  North  Church 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  for  a  new  Regulation  &  paving 
of  William  Street,  reported  verbally  in  favor  of  the  said  Petition. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  an  Ordinance  for  regulating  & 
paving  of  the  said  Street  accordingly. 


23 
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rqq-i     ri-f     j;    ")  ^^t  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 

L    J     V.  ly  oi    /  ^^^^  ^^.^  ^.^^  Wednes- 

JNew  York\ 

day  July  9*''  1788 


Present/    Eichard  Varick  Esq""  Eecorder 

^Esq''^  Aid" 


W  Gilbert 
Nich^  Bayard 
John  Wylley 
Peter  Eltino- 


Ab'"  Van  Gelder 
Joseph  Pierson 
Geo.  Janeway 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Ja®  Nicholson 
Winant  Van  Zandt 


Assist*® 


John  Campbell,  Potter  attended  &  informed  the  Board  of  his 
embarrassed  Situation  in  consequence  of  the  late  Order  of  this 
Board  prohibiting  the  digging  &  carrying  away  Clay  from  the 
Common  Lands  &  that  unless  he  could  be  permitted  to  procure 
Clay  there  his  Manufacturing  of  Pantiles  must  cease;  Where- 
upon it  was  ordered  that  Ald°  Bayard,  Gilbert  and  Elting  & 
Mess'®  Roosevelt  &  Winant  Van  Zandt  be  a  Committee  to  enquire 
into  &  report  on  the  Subject. 

The  Persons  appointed  to  make  an  Estimate  of  the  expence  of 
conforming  to  the  late  Regulation  of  Queens  Street  from  Kings 
Street  to  Wall  Street  And  a  just  and  equitable  Assessment  thereof 
among  the  Owners  or  Occupants  of  all  the  Houses  &  Lots 
intended  to  be  benefitted  thereby,  returned  to  the  Board  a  Certifi- 
cate in  Writing  of  the  said  Estimate  &  Assessment  which  was 
ratified  by  the  Board  And  thereupon  Ordered  that 
Thomas  be  authorized  to  receive  [100]  from  the  several  Owners 
or  Occupants  of  the  Houses  &  Lots  named  in  the  said  Assessment 
the  Sums  at  which  the  said  Houses  &  Lots,  are  respectively 
assessed  And  Ordered  that  George  Gosman  be  appointed  to  super- 
intendent &  direct  the  paving  of  the  said  Street  agreable  to  the 

said  Regulation 
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The  Clerk  according  to  order  presented  to  the  Board  the  three 
following  Ordinances  which  were  read  &  passed  viz*. 

A  Law  to  alter  &  amend  William  Street,  from  Maiden  Lane 
to  Johns  Street " 

"  A  Law  to  regulate  the  pitching  &  paving  of  Lumber, 
Auchmutj,  &  Oister  Pasty  Streets  in  the  West  Ward  " 

"  A  Law  for  the  paving  of  Greenwich  Street  and  the  inter- 
mediate Slips  from  Cortlandt  Street  to  Barclay  Street " 

A  Petition  of  James  Desbrosses  &  several  others  relative  to  a 
new  regulation  of  the  lower  part  of  Kings  Street;  which  if  it 
should  take  place  will  be  very  injurious  to  their  Houses  &  Lots; 
was  read  &.  referred  to  the  Committee  lately  appointed  to  exam- 
ine that  Street. 

The  Treasurer  reported  that  agreable  to  the  order  of  the  B*^ 
he  had  disposed  of  the  Several  Ferries  across  the  I^orth  River  on 
the  follow^  Terms  viz*. 

Hoboock  to  Ch  F  Wiessenfels  for  3  Years  to  commence  the  31®*- 
Aug*  next  at  £5  p''  Annum 

Weehaack  to  Joseph  Smith  for  the  like  term  to  commence  the 
day  of  Sale  the  8*'^  Inst  at  the  rate  of  20/  p""  Annum 

[101]  Bulls  Ferry  to  Corn^  Huyler  for  the  like  Term  to  com- 
mence the  S*'^  Inst  at  the  rate  of  30/  per  Annum 

Fort  Lee  to  Stephen  Burdett  for  the  like  Term  to  commence 
the  8^^  Inst  at  20/  p'"  Annum. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  the  Leases  accordingly. 

The  Clerk  according  to  order  presented  an  Ordinance  to  pre- 
vent Hogs  going  at  large  in  this  City,  which  was  read  &  on  M'^ 
Recorders  asking  whether  the  same  should  pass  into  a  Law  it 
passed  in  the  negative  &  was  rejected 

On  a  reconsideration  of  the  Order  of  this  B*^  of  the  12*^  Ult°  on 
the  Subject  of  the  Treasury 

Ordered  that  the  Treasiirer  be  directed  to  withhold  paying  off 
any  part  of  the  Principal  due  from  this  Corporation  to  Indi- 
viduals on  ]jond  without  an  Order  from  this  Board  for  the  pur- 
pose: Biit  that  he  report  to  the  Board  from  time  to  time,  when 
any  Person  shall  demand  the  payment  of  the  Principal,  the  State 
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of  the  Treasury  as  to  the  amount  of  the  Monies  (arising  from  the 
Revenu-e  Fund)  in  his  hands  or  Avhich  he  may  expect  soon  to 
receive,  to  the  end  that  this  Board  may  determine  on  the  expe- 
diency, whether  to  appropriate  the  said  Monies  or  a  part  thereof 
to  the  discharge  of  their  Debts  on  Bond  or  any  other  publio 
purpose. 

Ordered  that  Ald"^  Gilbert  &  Mess""^  Pierson  &  Janeway  be  a 
Committee  to  view  &  report  the  Repairs  necessary  to  the  Cor- 
poration Wharf  at  the  ISTorth  River. 

Ordered  that  M"^  Recorder  issue  his  Warrant  on  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  John  Simmons  the  Sum  of  £19  :  18  :  5  for  the  use  of 
his  House  &  Rooms 

And  to  Tobias  Van  Zandt  the  Sum  of  £8  :  10  :  6  for  Repairs 
to  the  Wharf  at  Beekmans  Slip. 


[102]    City  of 
New  York 


At  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 
SS.      City  Hall  of  the  s*^  City  on  Wednesday 
July  16*^  1788 


Present/    Richard  Varick  Esq'"  Recorder 


IsTich^  Bayard 
Peter  Elting 
Jerem'^  Wool 
W'"  W  Gilbert 
Marinus  Willet 
John  Wylley 

Winant  Van  Zandt 
Ja®  jSTicholson 
Joseph  Pierson 
Ab™  Van  Gelder 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Geo :  Janeway 


^Esq"^^  Aid'' 


-Assist*^ 


A  Petition  of  Gabriel  W  Ludlow  in  behalf  of  the  Heirs  of  W" 
Brownjohn  dec*^  &  of  several  others  praying  that  the  Water  pass- 
ing through  Kings  Street  may  be  lead  over  the  Wharf  into  the 
River;  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Committee  on  that  Subject. 
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A  Petition  of  Gen'  Malcom  praying  the  privilege  of  the  Wharf 
on  the  East  side  of  Beekman's  Slip ;  was  read  &  referred  to  the 
Aid"  &  Assist*  of  the  East  Ward  &  the  Assist*  of  Montgomerie 
Ward 

On  reading  a  Letter  from  the  Treasurer 

Ordered  that  so  much  of  the  Monies  in  the  Treasury  arising 
from  the  Revenue  Fund  as  will  he  sufficient  to  pay  the  City  Watch- 
men for  one  Month's  Service  be  applied  to  that  purpose  to  be 
replaced  [103]  out  of  the  Monies  arising  from  the  Watch  &  Lamp 
Fund  &  that  the  Treasurer  pay  the  City  Watchmen  the  amount 
of  one  Months  pay  accordingly 

In  pursuance  of  the  Law  of  this  State  entitled  "  An  Act  author- 
izing the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York  to  remove  the 
Statue  therein  mentioned  "  Ordered  that  the  Aid"  &  Assist*  of  the 
Dock  &  East  Wards  be  a  Committee  to  remove  the  remains  of 
Pitt's  Statue  from  Wall  Street  k  that  they  deposit  the  same  in 
some  safe  place  until  the  further  Order  of  this  Board. 

Ordered  that  the  Committee,  on  the  Petitions  of  the  several 
Proprietors  of  Lands  at  Corlaers  H'ook  for  Grants  of  the  Soil 
under  Water  in  front  of  their  respective  Lots,  be  discharged  And 
that  the  Subject  of  the  said  several  Petitions  be  referred  to  Aid" 
Bayard  &  Willet  &  Mess''®  Roosevelt  jSTicholson  &  Tobias  Van  Zandt 
And  that  they  direct  such  a  Survey  to  be  made  of  the  said  Lands  & 
of  the  Soil  under  Wa'er  in  front  of  them  as  that  this  Board  may 
be  enabled  to  see  whether  the  granting  of  the  prayers  of  the  said 
Petitions  will  not  interfere  with  the  Streets  already  laid  out  & 
the  Slips  necessary  to  be  reserved  for  the  public  convenience 

Ordered  lhat  M''  Bancker  &  M""  Goerick  be  directed  to  make  an 
exact  survey  of  the  Water  Lots  from  Corlaers  Hook  to  White  Hall 
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rin4-l    P't     f  ")  At  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 

L1U4J     uity  01   (  ^.^^  ^^^^  ^^.^  ^.^^ 

IN ew  1  ork)  ^^^y  D^,,  of  8_ 

Present/    James  Duane  Esq""  Mayor 
Marinus  Willet 

Peter  Elting  I  ^.^ 

W^W  Gilbert  r  "1 


Jerem^  Wool 

Ja^  JSTicholson 
Josei>h  Pierson 
Ab"  Van  Gelder 
Winant  Van  Zandt 
Corn^  C  Roosevelt 
Geo :  Janeway 


>Assist'^ 


John  Edwards,  laborer  Valentine  Tier  D"  William  Hillyer  D° 
admitted  &  sworn  freemen  of  this  City. 

On  reading  a  Letter  from  the  Treasurer  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  produce  of  the  last  Years  Tax  is  expended  &  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Alms  House  and  Bridewell  find  themselves  in 
Difficulty  to  answer  some  Demands  against  them  for  Wood  and 
other  jSTecessaries,  and  as  the  next  Tax  cannot  be  collected  until 
after  the  14*^  of  October  next  a  supply  of  Money  to  answer  those 
Demands  must  necessarily  be  obtained  from  some  other  Source: 
And  it  also  appearing  from  the  said  Letter  that  the  Money  in  the 
Treasury  arising  from  the  Revenue  Eund  will  be  wanted  to  defray 
the  Expences  of  the  Repairs  making  by  order  of  this  Board  at 
the  Goal,  the  Fly  Market  Slip  &  other  places. 

[105]  It  was  ordered  by  the  Board  that  the  Treasurer  with 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Alms  House  &  Bridewell  be  authorized 
to  negociate  a  I-.oan  at  the  Bank  of  as  much  Money  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  required  to  defray  the  Expences  of  the  Alms 
House  &  Bridewell  until  the  collection  of  the  Tax  to  be  raised 
for  their  support  shall  render  it  unnecessary,  not  to  exceed  in 
the  whole  the  Sum  of  £700  and  that  the  Monies  which  shall 
be  so  loaned,  be  repaid  out  of  the  first  Monies  which  shall  arise 
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from  the  Tax  .0  be  collected  for  tlie  support  of  tlie  Alms  House  & 
Bridewell. 

The  Persons  appointed  to  make  an  Estimate  of  the  Expence  of 
conforming  to  the  late  Regulation  of  paving  Greenwich  Street 
&  the  intermediate  Slips,  from  Cortlandt  to  Barclay  Streets,  and 
a  just  and  equitable  Assessment  thereof  among  the  Owners  or  Occu- 
pants of  all  the  Houses  &  Lots  intended  to  be  benefitted  thereby, 
returned  to  the  Board  a  Certificate  in  writing  of  the  said  Estimate 
and  Assessment ;  which  was  ratified  by  the  Board  And  it  was 
thereupon  Ordered  that  Isaac  Stoutenburg  Esq''  be  authorized  to 
receive  from  the  several  Owners  or  Occupants  of  the  Houses  & 
Lots  named  in  the  said  Assessment  the  Sums  at  which  the  said 
Houses  &  Lots  are  respectively  assessed. 

[lOG]  And  ordered  that  John  Stagg  be  appointed  to  superin- 
tend and  direct  the  paving  of  the  said  Street  agreable  to  the  said 
Regulation. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  an  Ordinance  for  paving  Par- 
tition Street. 

A  Representation  of  the  Sherif  respecting  the  disagreable  Situa- 
tion of  a  part  of  the  Goal  Yard  &  the  necessity  of  an  additional 
Pence;  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  direct 
the  Repairs  to  the  Goal,  to  take  order  thereon. 

A  Petition  of  Abraham  Cannon  praying  a  Grant  of  the  Soil 
under  Water  in  front  of  his  Lots  at  Corlears  Hook ;  was  read  & 
referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  Meeting  on  that 
Subject. 

Two  Petitions  the  one  in  favor  of  &  the  other  against  the  pav- 
ing of  Queens  Street  from  tho  Ely  Market  to  Burling  Slip  in 
manner  similar  to  that  part  of  the  said  Street  between  the  Fly 
Market  &  Wall  Street;  were  read  &  referred  to  Aid"  Willet  & 
Elting  &  :\P  Xicholson. 

Ordered  that  the  Clause  of  the  City  Charter  respecting  the 
admission  of  Freemen  Ije  published. 

Ordered  that  Aid"  Gilbert  Wool  &  Elting  be  a  Committee  to 
examine  the  Repairs  necessary  to  the  City  Hall  &  report  to  the 
Board. 
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[1071    Cit    of  )  At  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 

,  >SS       Alms  House  of  the  said  City  on  Mon- 
JN ew  Y  ork)  ^th  jo^y  q£  August  1788. 

Present/    James  Duane  Esq^  Mayor 

Richard  Varick  Esq''  Recorder 

W"^  W  Gilbert  ^ 
Jerem"^  Wool 


Marinus  Willet  J>-Esq'"^  AW 

Peter  Elting  i 
John  Wylley  J 


James  IsTicholson 
Ab"'  Van  Gelder 
Corn®  C  Roosevelt 
Winant  Van  Zandt 
Joseph  Peirson 
Geo:  Janeway 


^Assist*" 


Ordered  that  Aid"  Gilbert  &  Elting  &  M'"  Van  Zandt  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  examine  and  audit  the  Acc*^®  of  the  Receipts  &  Expendi- 
tures of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Alms  House  &  Bridewell  for 
the  last  Quarter. 

M''  Mayor  &  the  Members  proceeded  to  visit  &  examine  the 
State  of  the  several  Wards  of  the  Alms  House  &  Bridewell  &  being 
returned  The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Commissioners 
Acc*®  reported  the 

Alms  House  Acc*  for  the  last  Q^'  to  be   £738  :   6  :  — 

Bridewell  d«   49  :   2  :  21/2 

An  Estimate  of  the  Commiss'"^  of  Monies  required  for  the  Alms 
House  the  ensuing  Q'"  amount^  to  £1000  was  read  &  approved 

Ordered  that  M''  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer  to 
issued    i>ay  the  said  Sum  accordingly. 

[108]  Ordered  that  Ald°  Wool  &  Mess^"^  Janeway  &  Van  Zandt 
be  a  Committee  to  examine  &  report  the  Repairs  necessary  to  the 
Gutters  of  the  Alms  House  &  with  an  Estimate  of  the  Expence. 
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The  persons  appointed  to  make  an  Estimate  of  the  Expence  of 
conforming  to  the  late  Eegulation  of  the  paving  of  Wall  Street 
&  William  Street  and  a  just  and  equitable  Assessment  thereof 
among  the  Owiiers  or  Occupants  of  all  the  Houses  &  Lots  intended 
to  be  benefitted  thereby;  returned  to  the  Board  Certificates  in 
writing  of  the  said  Estimates  &  Assessm*^  which  were  ratified  by 
the  Board.  Thereupon  ordered  that  W™  Maxwell  be  authorized 
to  receive  from  the  several  Owners  or  Occupants  of  the  Houses  & 
Lots  named  in  the  Assessm*^  of  Wall  Street  the  Sums  at  which 
the  said  Houses  &  Lots  are  respectively  assessed  And  that  George 
Gosman  be  appointed  to  superintend  and  direct  the  paving  of  the 
said  Street  &  That  John  Mowat  be  authorized  to  receive  from  the 
several  Owners  or  Occupants  of  the  Houses  &  Lots  named  in  the 
said  Assessm*  of  W°^  Street  the  Sums  at  which  the  said  Houses 

Lots  are  respectively  assessed  And  that  the  said  John  Mowat 
be  appointed  to  superintend  and  direct  the  paving  of  the  s*^  Street 

The  Clerk  according  to  order  presented  the  follow^  Ordinances 
which  were  read  &  passed  viz*. 

A  Law  for  the.  paving  of  Partition  Street." 

[109]  A  Law  for  the  paving  of  front  or  first  Street  from  the 
old  Slip  to  the  Fly  Market  Slip  Water  Street  from  Wall  Street 
to  the  Fly  Market  &  Kings  Street  from  the  Cellar  Door  of  Henry 
Waddingtons  Store  to  the  East  River." 

The  following  Eegulation  of  partition  Street  was  agreed  to  & 
ordered  by  the  B''  viz*.  "  From  the  West  side  of  Broad  Way  to 
the  Pump  opposite  the  End  of  Church  Street  the  Descent  to  be 
214  Inches  on  10  feet  &  from  thence  to  the  middle  of  Greenwich 
3%  Inches  on  10  feet." 

Ordered  tliat  the  Overseers  of  the  Wells  &  Pumps  in  the  Out 
be  requested  to  take  under  their  Care  &  keep  in  Repair  the 
two  pumps  in  Delancey  &  first  Streets 

Ordered  that  the  Aid''  &  Assist*  of  the  Out  Ward  direct  the 
Surveyors  to  survey  &  make  uniform  the  Lines  of  the  range  of  the 
fronts  on  each  side  of  the  Bowery  Lane. 

Ordered  that  M''  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  W™  Sloo  the  Sum  of  £17  to  be  by  him  p'^  to  the 
issued  several  Constables  &  Marshalls  for  conveying  Vagrants  to 
Bridewell  from  the  1®*  May  to  1^*  Aug*  Inst 
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mm    P'+     -f  ")  At  a  CommorL  Council  held  at  the 

LilUJ    ^^ity  oi  (  ^^.^^  jj^^^      ^^^^      ^.^^  Wednesday 

^ew  YorJ£)  2Qth  _^^^gt  i^gS. 

Present/    James  ^Duane  Esq"^  Mayor 
Peter  Elting 


AV  Gilbert 
Nich^  Bayard 
Marin^  Willet 
Jerem'^  Wool 
J olin  Wylley 

Winant  Van  Zandt 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Ja®  Nichiolson 
Ab'"  Van  Gelder 
Joseph  Pierson 
Geo.  Janeway 


VEsq''^  Aid" 


>- Assist^ 


James  Robinson  Carpenter  James  Culbertson  Cordwainer  John 
Barber  Hair  Dresser  Frederick  Dickerman  Laborer  Barzilla  Ran- 
som D°  Benjamin  Lewis  T)°  Abraham  Shotwell  J)°  were  severally 
admitted  &  sworn  Freemen  of  this  City 

M""  Mayor  laid  before  the  Board  two  Letters  from  the  Treas- 
urer, in  one  of  which  lie  informs  that  the  Bridge  at  the  landing 
place  at  Brooklin  Perry  has  received  so  much  Injury  by  the  late 
Storm  as  to  require  immediate  Repair ;  And  in  the  other  that  the 
Division  Line  between  the  Lands  of  this  Corporation  &  of  those 
of  Comfort  Sands  late  the  property  of  John  Rapalje  at  Brooklin, 
remains  unsettled,  that  M^'  Sands  is  possessed  of  a  piece  of  the 
Corporation  Land  &  unless  measures  be  taken  soon  for  the  recovery 
of  it  they  may  be  put  to  Difficulty  in  proving  the  original  Bound- 
ary Line  as  it  depends  in  a  great  Measure  on  the  Testimony  of 
M""  Evouts  who  is  far  advanced  in  Years. 

[Ill]  Ordered  that  the  said  two  Letters  be  referred  to  Aid"* 
Elting  &  Willet  &  M^"  Winant  Van  Zandt  —  That  with  respect  to 
the  subject  of  the  first  Letter  they  be  authorized  to  take  Order 
And  that  as  to  the  other  of  the  said  Letters  they  make  enquiry 
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into  the  Subject  ^xith  an  Eve  to  a  former  Treaty  liad  with  M"* 
Sands  by  a  Committee  of  this  Board  &  M'"  Sands's  Proposals  as 
reported  to  the  Board  by  the  said  Committee  on  the  22^  June  1785 
and  that  they  report  the  Eesult  of  their  Enquiry  with  their  Opin- 
ion thereon  to  this  Board. 

A  Letter  from  ]\P  Cornelius  Ray  infonning  the  Board  that  by 
the  Decease  of  his  Uncle  Robert  Ray  Esq^"  one  of  the  Loan  Officers 
for  this  City  &  County  a  Vacancy  in  that  Office  hath  taken  place ; 
And  requesting  to  be  appointed  to  that  Office  Whereupon  the 
Board  proceeded  to  elect  a  Loan  Officer  for  this  City  &  County 
in  the  stead  of  Robert  Ray  Esq""  deceased  &  Cornelius  Ray  Esq"" 
was  duly  elected 

Thereupon  resolved  that  Cornelius  Ray  Esquire  is  duly  elected 
to  the  Office  of  one  of  the  Loan  Officers  of  this  City  &  County  of 
K'ew  York  in  the  place  of  Robert  Ray  Esq""  deceased 

A  Petition  of  Thomas  Brown  praying  the  Use  of  some  vacant 
Lots  in  front  of  his  Ground  at  the  JSTorth  River  was  read  &  referred 
to  the  Aid"  &  Assist*  of  the  West  Ward. 

[112]  A  Petition  of  Jacob  Brower  to  be  appointed  an  Inspector 
of  Wood  was  read  &  it  was  ordered  that  he  appointed  to  the  first 
vacancy. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  King  George  Street  praying 
that  the  said  Street  may  be  dug  out  &  regulated  to  Queens  Street 
was  read  &  referred  to  the  Aid"  &  Assist*-  of  Montgomerie  Ward. 

A  Petition  of  some  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Johns  Street  praying 
a  new  Regulation  of  the  said  Street  &  a  Petition  of  other  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  said  Street  against  the  granting  of  the  prayer 
of  the  said  Petition  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
William  Street. 

A  Petition  of  W™  Grinding  praying  an  allowance  for  repairing 
the  Injury  done  to  the  House  at  Moores  Wharf  by  the  late  Storm ; 
was  read  &  referred  to  the  Ald"^  &  Assist*  of  the  South  Ward. 

Many  of  the  public  Wharfs  in  this  City  having  been  much  dam- 
aged by  the  late  Storm  Ordered  that  the  Aid"  &  Assist*^  of  the 
respective  Wards  examine  the  State  of  the  public  Wharfs  in  their 
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Wards  &  report  the  Repairs  necessary  with  an  Estimate  of  the 
Expence. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  the  Repairs  necessary  to 
the  Griitters  of  the  Alms  House  made  a  Report  Whereupon  it  was 
Ordered  that  the  said  Committee  direct  the  said  Repairs  accord- 
ingly. 

[113]  Ald^  Gilbert  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  State  of  the  City  Hall  reported  that  in  the  Opinion  of  the 
Committee  the  Copper  covering  is  become  so  much  Injured  &  so 
leaky  as  that  it  will  necessary  to  take  it  off  &  cover  the  Roof  with 
cedar  Shingles.  Ordered  that  the  Clerk  with  the  assistance  of  the 
said  Committee  publish  an  Advertizement  that  this  Board  will 
receive  proposals  for  covering  the  said  Roof  with  cedar  Shingles. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  an  Ordinance  for  compleating 
the  paving  of  Cortlandt  Street. 

Ordered  that  Ald*^  Gilbert  &  Mess^^  Winant  Van  Zandt  &  Nich- 
olson be  a  Committee  of  this  Board  to  meet  a  Committee  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  this  City,  on 
the  Subject  of  the  Triangular  piece  of  Ground  at  the  junction 
of  the  Post  &  Blooming  Dale  Roads. 

It  being  represented  to  the  Board  that  an  old  Building,  lately 
belonging  to  IVP  Peter  Mesier,  which  by  the  late  Regulation  of 
Greenwich  Street,  now  stands  in  &  greatly  obstructs  that  Street. 

Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  dispose  of  the  Mate- 
rials of  the  said  Building  to  the  best  advantage;  the  Purchaser 
to  remove  them  without  delay. 

Aid"  Bayard  according  to  order  presented  to  the  Board  a  Sur- 
vey, lately  made  of  the  Bowery  Lane  which  was  approved  by  the 
Board  &  ordered  to  be  filed. 

[114]  The  following  Report  was  read  &  agreed  to  by  the  Board 
viz*. 

"  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  from  the 
Inhabitants  of  Burlings  Slip  and  a  Petition  from  William  Mal- 
com  Report  that  the  ISTuisance  complained  of  in  the  Burlings  Slip 
Petition  is  a  great  Evil  &  in  order  to  remedy  which  it  will  be 
necessary  that  the  Proprietors  of  the  Lett  on  the  East  side  of  said 
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Slip  be  compelled  to  biiild  a  Dock  as  far  out  as  the  Dock  on  the 
West  side  of  the  said  Slip.  It  is  the  Opinion  of  the  Committee 
that  effectual  Measures  be  taken  to  have  Docks  built  out  on  the 
East  side  of  the  said  Burlings  Slip  &  on  the  West  side  of  Beek- 
mans  Slip  as  speedily  as  possible  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  accom- 
modating Vesels  in  those  Parts  as  for  collecting  the  Revenue  which 
by  the  Conditions  of  the  Grants  in  those  places  are  the  Right  of 
this  Corporation. 

M :  Willet 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
James  JSTicholson  " 

Ordered,  that  the  Clerk  notify  the  several  Proprietors  of  Water 
Lots,  who  have  not  hitherto  complied  with  the  Conditions  of  their 
Grants  that  this  Board  will  proceed  against  them  accordingly. 

[115]  Ordered  that  JVP  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer 
to  advance  to  the  follow^  Persons  the  follow^  Sums  viz*. 

James  Monell  on  Acc*  towards  filling  up  the  White  Hall 
issued       Slip  £35  :  —  :  — 

Solomon  Smith  on  Acc*  towards  the  Common  Sewer  at 
issued       Ply  Market  Slip  £40  :  —  :  — 

Tobias  Van  Zandt  on  Acc*  towards  Repairs  to  the  Goal 
issued       £100  :  —  :  — 

George  Janeway  on  Acc*  towards  Repairs  to  the  Alms  House 
issued       £12  :  — ■  :  — • 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  the  follow^  Persons  the  follow^  Sums 
in  full  of  their  respective  Ace*-*  viz*. 

W"  Elbertson  for  collecting  the  Timber  carried  away 
issued       from  the  Corporation  Wharf  at  the  l^orth  River  by  the 
late  Storm  £0  :  17  :  — 

Elias  Burger  for  erecting  Bulkheads  across  Cortlandt  & 
Ellis's  Slips  £G5  :  —  :  — 

Gen'  W™  Malcom  for  Materials  on  Repairs  to  the  Goal, 
for  a  Boat  Load  of  Stone  for  Pecks  Slip  Wharf  &  for 
a  Musket  &  Artillery  Horses  during  the  late  Riot 
£7:5:  — 


issued 
issued 
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Isaac  Brower  &  Peter  Van  Bomell  for  filling  up  Vesey 
issued       Slip  on  Contract  £39  :  —  :  — 

Ab"^  Van  Gelder  for  clean^  &  lighting  public  Lamps  from 
issued       26*^  May  to  26*^  July  2  Months  £63  :  9  :  4 

Rinier  Skaats  for  his  Service  as  Door  Keeper  &  Messen- 
issued       ger  &  Extra  Service  from  15*^^  May  to  16^^^  Aug*  being 
1  Quarter  £10  :  —  :  — 

Sloo,  Keeper  of  the  Bridewell  to  be  by  him  paid  to 
issued       the  several  Constables  &  Marshalls  for  convey^  Vagrants 
to  Bridewell  from  the  1^*  May  to  the  1®*  Aug*  last 
£17  :  —  :  — 


J-      -,    ^.  At  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 

1 116 J  J-ity  01  (gs.      City  Hall  of  the  said  City  on  Wednes- 
JNew  York3  2^th  jy^^      ^,,^,,3^  1788. 

Present/    James  Duane  Esq^  Mayor 
Marinus  Willet 


1 
J 


Peter  Elting  rs  aijii 

W"^  W  Gilbert  ( 
John  Wylley 

Ab™  Van  Gelder 
Corn^  C  Roosevelt 
James  ISTicholsoti 
Joseph  Pierson 
Winant  Van  Zandt 
Geo.  Janeway 


>  Assist*^ 


Cornelius  Meyer  Jun^  laborer  John  DePue  d°  Edward  Grant  d" 
Thomas  Lafoy  Hatter  were  severally  admitted-  &  sworn  free  Men 
of  this  City 

Ordered  that  M""  Dodge  Keeper  of  the  Alms  House  make  a  Re- 
turn to  this  Board  of  such  Persons  in  the  Alms  House  who  are 
not  entitled  to  remain  there  with  an  Acc*  of  the  places  of  their 
proper  Residence  or  from  whence  they  last  came. 

A  Petition  of  Adolph  Waldron  praying  a  Grant  of  the  Soil 
under  Water,  in  the  East  River,  between  the  Wharf  of  the  Ferry 
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&  tlie  Land  of  Comfort  Sands  Avas  read  &  referred  to  Aid"  Elting 
&  Willet  &  W  Van  Zaudt 

A  Petition  from  several  Proprietors  of  Lots  fronting  Slips  at 
the  jSTorth  River  praying  that  the  Expence  of  paving  the  Streets 
in  front  of  those  Slips  may  be  borne  by  the  public  was  read  & 
referred  to  Aid"  Gilbert  &  Mess'^'®  Van  Gelder  &  Janeway. 

On  the  Request  of  the  ]SI"eighborhood,  signified  to  the  Board  by 
M"^  i^icholson 

[117]  Ordered  that  Permission  be  given  to  fill  up  the  Well  at 
the  Junction  of  John  &  William  Streets  &  to  sink  another  (the 
whole  to  be  at  the  Expence  of  the  jSTeighborhood)  in  such  place 
as  the  Ald^!  &  Assist*  of  the  East  Ward  shall  direct 

Aid"  Gilbert  informed  the  Board  that  the  Expence  of  making 
the  necessary  Repairs  to  the  Corporation  Wharf  at  the  JSTorth 
River  will  on  an  Estimate  made  amount  to  about  £35 

Ordered  that  the  Ald°  &  Assist*  of  the  Ward  contract  for  the 
repairing  of  the  said  Wharf  provided  the  same  do  not  exceed  that 
Sum. 

The  Clerk  according  to  order  presented  an  Ordinance  "  for  com- 
pleating  the  paving  of  Cortlandt  Street  "  which  was  passed. 

A  Petition  of  Peter  Cole  praying  a  Lease  of  a  surplus  piece  of 
Ground  which  remains  after  the  Proprietors  of  Leislers  Patent 
have  got  their  respective  Quantities  described  in  the  Map  of  the 
said  Patent ;  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Treasurer  to  report  on. 

Ordered  that  Mess'"^  Tobias  Van  Zandt  &  Janeway  be  appointed 
to  provide  the  necessary  Materials  for  new  Roofing  the  City  Hall 
&  that  they  su}>erintend  &  direct  the  Work 

The  following  Report  was  read  &  approved  by  the  Board  viz*. 

"  Your  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  examine  what 
Damage  had  been  done  to  the  Wharfs  in  the  Dock  Ward  Report 
that  your  Committee  in  viewing  said  Wharfs  found  them  greatly 
damaged  and  in  particular  the  Conveniences  for  fastening  Vessels 
[118]  nearly  all  destroyed  and  taken  off  by  the  Storms;  insomuch 
that  your  Committee  found  it  highly  necessary  immediately  to  im- 
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ploy  a  Dockbuilder  to  make  the  necessary  Repairs  not  to  exceed 
thirty  Pounds. 

Peter  Elting 
Wyn*  Van  Zandt." 

Ordered  that  the  Ald°  &  Assist*  of  the  Out  Ward  do  examine 
the  State  &  Circumstances  of  a  Well  in  Delancey  Street 

Ordered  that  M'"  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer  to 
advance  to  Elias  Burger  Jun'"  the  Sum  of  £60  on  Acc* 
issued    towards  Repairs  to  the  Fly  Mark*  Slip  And  to  Evert 
Bancker  Jun'  the  sum  of  £20  on  Acc*  towards  his  Ser- 
vices for  Surveying. 

Ordered  that  M""  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer  to  pay 
the  following  Persons  the  following  Sums  in  full  of  their  respec- 
tive Acc**^  viz*. 

issued    James  M^Cullen  for  Coopers  Work  at  the  Goal  £5  :  2  :  — • 
John  Gilbert  for  the  cartage  of  Powder  from  the  old  to 

issued       to  the  ISTew  Magazine  £4:4:  — 

Henry  Lines  &  Henry  Crum  for  filling  the  Slip  at  Cort- 

issued       landt  Street  £25  :  15  :  — 

James  Gibson  for  carting  Sand  into  a  vacant  Lot  at  the 

issued       Bear  Market  £1  :  15  :  3 

issued    David  DeMarest  for  the  like  £3  :  —  :  — 
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[119]    City  of 

'New  York} 


At  a  Common  Council  held  at  tiie 
City  Hall  of  the  said  City  on  Wednes- 
day the  10*''  Day  of  Sept^"  1788 


Present/    James  Duane  Esq^  Mayor 


W"^  W  Gilbert 
Nich®  Bayard 
Peter  Elting 
John  Wylley 
Marinus  Willet 
Jerem^  Wool 

Ah""  Van  Gelder 
James  Nicholson 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Corn^  C  Poosevelt 
George  Janewaj' 
Jose])li  Pierson 


>-Esq"  Aid" 


Assist*® 


Garret  Bartholph,  laborer,  John  M'^Lean  d"  Joseph  Bailey  D° 
Philip  Cochran.  Grocer,  were  admitted  &  sworn  free  Men  of  this 
City. 

A  Letter  from  the  Treasurer  on  the  subject  of  a  certain  ballance 
of  Quit  Rent  due  on  a  Water  Lot  of  Mess'^'^  Isaac  Roosevelt  & 
Ab™  P  Lot;  which  M""  Lot  alledges  he  had  settled  &  paid  previous 
to  the  late  War ;  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Aid"  &  Assist*  of  the 
East  Ward. 

A  Petition  of  John  Delancey  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others 
Proprietors  of  Water  Lots  between  the  White  Hall  Slip  &  Moore's 
Wharf,  praj'ing  a  further  Grant  into  the  River ;  was  read  &  re- 
ferred to  the  AW  &  Assistant  of  the  South  Ward  &  the  Ald°  of 
the  Dock  Ward. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Christopher  Fiegenham  pray- 
ing a  Lease  of  42  Years  instead  of  21  Years  of  the  lot  late  M''^ 
Douglas's  the  Improvements  of  which  he  purchased  on  the  expira- 
tion of  her  Lease;  reported  that  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petition 
be  not  granted  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Board. 
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[120]  The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Eepairs  neces- 
sary to  the  landing  place  at  Brooklin  Ferry  reported  that  the  Ex-  i 
pence  by  estimation  of  IP  Elias  Burger  would  amount  to  £200,  ' 

Thereupon  it  was  Ordered  that  the  same  Committee  contract 
with  M'  Burger  or  any  other  person  who  will  do  it  more  reason- 
ably for  making  the  said  Eepairs;  the  same  not  to  exceed  that 
Sum. 

The  following  Eeport  was  read  &  agreed  to  by  the  Board  viz*. 

"  Your  Committee  to  whom  was  refei-red  the  Petition  of  the 
Proprietors  of  Lots  fronting  Slips  at  the  North  Eiver,  read  at 
the  last  Meeting,  Eeport  that  notwithstanding  the  Principle  (in 
the  Opinion  of  the  Committee)  is  a  bad  one ;  Yet  the  Board  hav- 
ing adopted  it  &  actually  paid  for  the  paving  of  all  the  Slips  along 
the  East  Eiver  to  a  very  large  amount,  are  of  Opinion  that  the 
prayer  of  the  said  Petition  ought  to  be  granted  and  that  such 
proportion  as  has  been  the  practice  in  similar  Cases,  be  paved  at 
the  Expence  of  this  Corporation. 

W  Gilbert 
Ab'"  Van  Gelder." 

Ordered  that  the  same  Committee  do  ascertain  the  proportion 
to  be  paved  at  the  Corporation  expence. 

Ordered  that  the  Ald°  &  Assist*  of  the  South  Ward  contract  for 
the  repairing  of  the  Wharf  at  the  White  Hall  Slip;  not  to  exceed 
£9  And  also  that  they  direct  the  White  Hall  Stairs  &  the  Sewer 
at  the  [121]  Exchange  to  be  repaired  not  to  exceed  £3. 

The  following  Eeport  was  read  &  agreed  to  by  the  Board  viz*. 

"  Your  Committee  who  were  directed  to  examine  and  report  the 
State  and  Circumstances  of  a  Well  in  Delancey  Street  in  the  Out 
Ward.  Eeport  that  they  have  viewed  the  Place  where  the  Well 
had  been  sunk  and  find  it  entirely  caved  in  so  much  that  it  will 
be  absolutely  necessary  to  sink  a  new  one  But  that  it  is  their 
Opinion,  that  the  Neighbourhood  are  not  entitled  to  the  usual 
allowance  made  by  the  Corporation  before  the  Well  is  compleated ; 
and  are  further  of  Opinion  that  no  part  of  the  Tax  raised  for  the 
Eepairs  of  the  Wells  &  Pumps  can  with  any  degree  of  Justice 
or  Propriety  be  appropriated  in  keeping  the  said  Well  in  repair, 
it  being  without  the  Line.    As  those  without  are  exempt  by  an 
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Act  of  the  Legislature  from  paying  any  proportion  of  the  said 
Tax. 

i^icholas  Bayard 
Sep*  9*^^  1788.  Corn«  C  Koosevelt " 

A  Petition  of  Theophilus  Anthony  relative  to  a  ballance  due 
from  him  to  this  Corporation  for  Quit  Rent  with  his  Acc*  against 
the  Corporation ;  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Treasurer  to  report  on. 

The  Treasurer  delivered  in  a  Report  on  the  petition  of  Peter 
Cole  relative  to  a  vacant  Lot  of  Leislers  patent  was  read  &  post- 
poned. 

[122]  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  in  Queens  Street  praying 
pei-mission-to  fill  up  the  Well  near  the  House  of  Isaac  Sears  de- 
ceased &  to  sink  another  (at  the  expence  of  the  Neighborhood) 
in  a  more  convenient  Place  in  the  Vicinity;  was  read  &  granted. 

Ordered  that  the  Ald*^  &  Assist*  of  the  Ward  or  either  of  them 
fix  on  the  Place  for  sinking  the  new  Well. 

Ordered  that  James  Robinson  be  appointed  a  fire  Man  to  En- 
gine ]Sr°  9  vice  Moses  Egbert  resigned. 

The  Persons  appointed  to  make  an  Estimate  of  the  expence  of 
conforming  to  the  late  Ordinance  for  compleating  the  paving  of 
Cortlandt  Street  and  a  just  and  equitable  Assessment  thereof 
among  the  Owners  or  Occupants  of  all  the  Houses  and  Lots  in- 
tended to  be  benefitted  thereby  returned  to  the  Board  Certificates 
in  Writing  of  the  said  Estimate  &  Assessment ;,  which  was  ratified 
by  the  Board. 

Thereupon  ordered  that  George  Gosman  be  appointed  and  au- 
thorized to  receive  from  the  several  Owners  or  Occupants  of  the 
Houses  &  Lots  named  in  the  said  Assessment  the  Sums  at  which 
they  are  respectively  assessed,  &  to  superintend  &  direct  the  paving 
of  the  said  Street. 

Proposals  of  several  Persons  for  the  labor  &  workmanship  of 
new  covering  the  City  Hall  were  examined  by  the  Board  &  James 
Robinsons  being  considered  the  lowest  &  most  reasonable  viz*  £3.5 
[123]  was  accepted  by  the  Board. 

Ordered  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  superintend  the  Re- 
pairs to  the  City  Hall  cause  the  Ground  about  the  Privy  to  be 
put  in  decent  order 
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Ordered  that  ]\P  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*®  on  the  Treasurer  to 
advance  to  Mess^'*  Van  Zandt  &  Janeway  the  Sum  of  £100 
issued    on  Aec*  towards  purchasing  Materials  for  repairing  the 
City  Hall. 

And  to  pay  the  following  Persons  the  following  Sums  in  full  of 
their  respective  Acc^^. 

Isaac  Stoutenburgh  Esq^"  for  the  Corporations  proportion 
issued       of  paving  Greenwich  Street  £105  : 11  :  7. 

W™  I  Elsworth  for  Repairs  to  the  fire  Engines  &  for  his 
issued  Salary  as  superintendant  of  them  from  the  5*^  Aug* 
1787  to  the  S^Mugt  last  £78  :  9  :  1 

John  Cleudennon  for  Repairs  to  the  Albany  Pier  &  a 
issued       Boat  load  of  Stone  £27  :  15  :  — 

Joseph  Beck  for  sweeping  Chimnies  at  the  City  Hall  Goal 
issued       &  Bridewell  £2  :  —  :  — 

Matthias  ISTack  for  carting  Dirt  to  the  Albany  Pier 
issued       £2  :  5  :  — 


ri9d.l    P*+     -f  )  At  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 

Ll^4J    bity  o±  (gg      ^^.^^^  jj^jj  ^^.^  ^.^^  Wednes- 

^ew  York\  ^^^^       ^^th  ggp^r  i^gy. 


Present/    James  Duane  Esq"^  Mayor 


ISTich®  Bayard 
AV"  W  Gilbert 
Peter  Elting 
Jerem^  Wool 
John  Wylley 
Marinus  Willet 

James  Nicholson 
Corn^  C  Roosevelt 
Joseph  Pierson 
Geo.  Janeway 
Ab™  Van  Gelder 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 


^Esq""^  Aid" 


>- Assist*® 


Amos  Laforgue  Laborer  was  admitted  &  sworn  a  free  Man  of 
this  City 
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The  Board  proceeded,  purs*  to  the  Statute,  to  nominate  and 
appoint  Persons  to  preside  at  &  be  the  Inspectors  &  returning 
Officers  of  the  ensuing  Election  for  the  several  Officers  to  be  elected 
i>y  virtue  of  the  Charter  of  this  City  And  also  to  fix  on  the  Place 
ill  each  Ward  at  which  the  said  Election  is  to  be  held  &  the  fol- 
lowing Persons  were  duly  nominated  &  appointed  for  their  respec- 
tive Wards  &  the  following  Places  in  the  respective  Wards  were 
fixed  on  viz*. 


Wards 

South  Ward 
Dock  Ward 
East  Ward " 
West  Ward 
Is^'orth  Ward 
Montg'^  Ward 
Out  Ward 


Places 


Exchange 

BrinckerhofFs  Corner 
Coffee  House 
Oswego  Market 
City  Hall 
Peck's  Slip  Mark* 
Bulls  H<J  Tavern 


Inspectors 

William  Cock 
Peter  M'^Kie 
Jacob  Abramse 
ISTicholas  Bogert 
White  Matlack 
W™  De  Peyster 
I^ich^  De  Peyster 

[125]  Resolved  that  in  future  no  part  of  the  Expence  of  pav- 
ing the  Street  in  front  of  any  public  Slip  in  this  City  ought  to 
be  borne  by  the  public ;  but  that  the  same  ought  to  be  at  the  Ex- 
i>ence  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Letts  fronting  the  said  Slips. 

M"^  Mayor  laid  before  the  Boai-d  the  Act  of  Congress,  for  ap- 
pointing the  Time  &  Place  for  the  Meeting  of  the  Gen^  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  under  the  new  Constitution,  whereby 
it  appears  that  this  City  is  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Thereupon  resolved  that  the  whole  of  the  City  Hall  of  this 
City  be  appropriated  for  the  accommodating  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  and  that  this  Board  will  provide 
Means  for  defraying  the  Expence  of  piitting  the  same  in  proper 
order  &  Repair 

Ordered  that  Aid"  Gilbert  &  Willet  &  M^  Janeway  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  consult  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress  and  such 
other  Gentlemen  as  they  may -think  proper  on  the  Subject;  and 
to  repoii;  what  Alterations  &  Repairs  are  necessary  to  the  City 
Hall  for  the  accommodation  of  the  General  Gov*  as  aforesaid 
And  that  the  same  Committee  be  directed  to  examine  the  Exchange 
&  report  what  Repairs  it  will  require  to  render  it  convenient  for 
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the  accommodation  of  the  Courts  of  Justice  &  Meetings  of  the 
Corporation  of  this  City. 

A  Petition  of  Anne  M'^Adam  complaining  of  the  manner  of 
regulating  &  paving  the  Broad  Way  [126]  as  it  respects  her 
House  &  Lot  was  read  &  referred  to  Ald'^  Gilbert  Elting  &  Wylley 
&  ^less""®  Roosevelt  &  Janeway. 

Ordered  that  the  Aid"  &  Assist^  of  the  West  and  South  Wards 
be  a  Committee  to  view  and  direct  the  Surveyors  with  respect  to 
some  Difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  the  paving  of  the  Broad 
Way 

The  Committee  on  the  Treasurers  Letter  relative  to  a  Ballance 
of  Quit  Rent  due  from  Mess""^  Ab™  P  Lott  &  Isaac  Roosevelt  re- 
ported that  they  had  enquired  into  the  Subject  and  are  satisfied 
that  the  ballance  in  dispute  hath  been  paid  to  the  late  Treasurer 
&  therefore  that  the  present  Treasurer  credit  their  acc*  accord- 
ingly which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Board. 

Resolved  that  the  Proprietor  or  Proprietors  of  the  Soil  adjoin- 
ing the  East  side  of  Burlings  Slip  be  informed  that  unless  the 
said  East  side  of  the  said  Slip  be  properly  wharfed  out  &  made, 
agreable  to  the  Conditions  &  Covenants  contained  in  the  Grant 
from  the  Corporation  of  the  said  Soil,  by  the  first  Day  of  Decem- 
ber next,  this  Board  will  take  such  Measures  in  the  Premisses  as 
the  said  Conditions  &  Covenants  &  the  Law  of  this  State  will 
justify  &  support. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  serve  M""  John  Riker  or  either  of  the 
Proprietors  of  the  said  Soil  with  a  Copy  of  the  aforegoing  Reso- 
lution. 

[127]  A  Petition  of  Peter  P  Van  Zandt  praying  the  Privi- 
ledge,  on  the  conditions  therein  mentioned,  of  running  out  a  Pier 
on  the  West  side  of  Burlings  Slip;  And  a  Petition  of  John  By- 
vanck  &  others  praying  that  the  said  Slip  may  be  filled  iip  & 
Front  Street  continued  across  it ;  were  respectively  read  &  referred 
to  Aid"  Willet  &  Bayard  &  Mess""^  ISTicholson  Roosevelt  &  Janeway- 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Franlifort  &  Van  De  Water 
Streets  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Aid"  &  Assist®  of  Montgomerie 
&  the  North  Wards 
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A  Petition  of  Peter  Clopper  &  others  Proprietors  of  Houses  in 
Queen  Street  &  Maiden  Lane  in  the  Vicinity  of  the  Fly  Market 
praying  that  jMeasures  be  taken  by  tlae  Board  for  keeping  clear 
the  common  Sewer  leading  into  the  East  River;  was  read  &  re- 
ferred to  the  Aid"  &  Assist*  of  the  East  Ward. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  William  Street  from  John 
Street  to  Pair  Street  praying  an  Ordinance  for  paving  the  said 
Street  in  like  Manner  as  the  lower  part  of  the  said  Street  towards 
Maiden  Lane  hath  lately  been  paved ;  was  read. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  an  Ordinance  accordingly. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Lambert  Moore  reported 
That  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petition  ought  not  to  be  granted  as 
the  House  doth  not  stand  within  the  Limits  of  the  [128]  Peti- 
tioner But  the  Committee  are  also  of  Opinion  that  the  House 
ought  to  be  removed  after  the  Expiration  of  the  present  Lease. 

Jerem^  Wool 
Peter  Elting" 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  serve  M"^  Moore  with  a  Copy  of  the 
said  Report. 

The  following  Report  was  read  &  agreed  to  by  the  Board  viz*. 

"  Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Report  of  a  former 
Committee  of  the  22^^  June  1785  respecting  a  Disputed  Boundary 
with  M'"  Sands  at  Brooklin  Report  That  your  Committee  accom- 
panied by  M""  Sands  viewed  the  Premisses  in  Question  and  find 
the  Situation  thereof  nearly  to  correspond  with  the  aforementioned 
Report  and  M""  Sands  willing  for  an  amicable  Settlement.  Your 
Committee  then  proceeded  with  M'  Sands  to  find  a  Line  for  the 
most  equitable  and  permanent  Boundary  between  M''  Sands  and 
the  Corporation  which  they  propose  as  follows.  To  begin  three 
feet  three  Inches  from  the  westerly  side  of  M"^  Sands  dwelling 
House  and  from  thence  to  nm  a  northerly  course  to  the  easterly 
side  of  the  highest  Rock  laying  in  that  Direction  near  low  Waters 
Mark  in  the  East  River  M'^'  Sands  immediately  to  move  his  fence 
to  the  proposed  Boundary.  And  [129]  that  a  Grant  he  made 
to  M"^  Sands  for  the  Soil  from  high  to  low  Water  ]Mark  from  the 
Bounds  of  the  Ferry  House  Lot  in  front  of  M'  Sands  Lands  to 
his  Powder  House  Dock  twenty  four  Chains  and  ninety  Links 
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along  the  East  River,  M*"  Sands  paying  therefore  an  annual  Rent 
of  three  Pounds  two  shillings  &  ten  pence.  That  a  Street  of  forty 
feet  wide  be  laid  along  the  East  River  beginning  Sixty  feet  below 
the  Eerry  House  near  the  Ferry  Stairs  and  to  continue  in  one 
strait  Direction  to  M"^  Sands  Powder  House  And  as  this  Street 
will  take  up  great  part  of  the  Ground  on  which  the  Ferry  House 
Barn  stands,  the  Barn  is  not  to  be  removed  until  convenient  to 
the  Corporation  ~  which  yoiu-  Committee  submits  to  the  Board. 

Peter  Elting 
M :  Willet" 

Ordered  that  J ohn  Housman  be  appointed  to  make  the  Estimate 
&  Assessment  of  the  Expence  of  paving  Partition .  Street  in  the 
stead  of  J ames  Alner  who  is  not  a  freeholder 

The  Clerk  produced  an  Ordinance  for  the  paving  of  William 
Street  from  John  Street  to  Fair  Street ;  which  was  passed. 

Ordered  that  M''  Mayor  issue  his  warr^®  on  the  Treasury  to  pay 
the  follow^  Persons  the  follow^  Sums  in  full  of  their  respective 
Acc*^^ 

Anthony  Post  for  Carpenters  Work  &  Materials  on 
issued       Repairs  to  the  City  Hall  £23  :  10  :  81/4 

Solomon  Smith  in  full  for  building  the  Common  Sewer 
issued       at  the  Fly  Market  Slip  £60  :  —  :  — 

[130]  David  Willis  for  collect^  the  Timber  carried  from 
issued       White  Hall  Slip  by  the  late  Storm  £0  :  13  :  — 

Edw*^  Meeks  for  Iron  Work  to  the  Powder  Magazine 
issued       £0:18:  — 

James  Laing  for  Carpenters  Work  at  the  City  Hall 
issued  £1:9:3 

Campbell  &  Ab™  Riker  for  filling  front  Street  below 
issued       Fly  Market  £90  :  —  :  — 


Twentieth  Annual  Report 


729 


City  of  I 
ISTew  York  j 


At  a  Common  Council  lield  at  the 
City  Hall  of  the  said  City  on  Wednes- 
day the  2^^^  Day  of  Sepf^  1788 


Present/    James  Duane  Esq''  Mayor 


Benj^  Blagge 
Nich®  Bayard 


W'"  W  Gilbert 
Peter  Elting 


^Esq"^'  Ald'^ 


John  Wylley 
Marinns  Willet 
Jerem^  Wool 

Geo.  Janeway 
Ja?  Nicholson 
Ab'"  Van  Gelder 
Win  ant  Van  Zandt 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Corn^  C  Eoosevelt 


Samuel  Gautier  Taylor  John  Johnson  Marriner  Thomas  P. 
Van  ISTostrandt  Blockmaker  Joseph  Trow  laborer  Robert 
M'^Cullen  Cooper  were  severally  admitted  &  sworn  Free  Men  of 
this  City.' 

Ordered  that  Ald°  Gilbert  Elting  &  Willet  &  Mess''^  AV  Van 
Zandt  &  jSTicholson  be  a  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurers  Books 
&  Acc*^  &  report  the  same  to  the  Board. 

A  Petition  of  Thomas  Kenedy  late  Collector  of  Taxes;  was 
read  &  referred  to  Ald°  Bayard,  Wool  &  Wylley  &  Mess'"®  Van 
Gelder  &  Janeway. 

[131]  The  Persons  appointed  to  make  Estimates  of  the 
Expence  of  conforming  to  the  Ordinances  for  paving  Water  Street 
from  the  Wall  Street  to  the  Fly  Market,  and  for  the  paving  of 
Partition  Street  and  just  and  equitable  Assessments  thereof  among 
the  Owners  or  Occupants  of  all  the  Houses  &  Lots  intended  to 
be  benefitted  thereby  returned  Certificates  in  writing  of  the  said 
Estimates  &  Assessments  which  were  ratified  by  the  Board. 
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Thereupon  ordered  that  Daniel  Phoenix  be  authorized  to 
receive  from  the  several  Persons  named  in  the  Assessment  of 
Water  Street  the  Sums  of  Money  at  which  they  are  respectively  i 
assessed  and  also  to  superintend  &  direct  the  paving  of  the  said 
Street  And  that  Isaac  Van  Vleck  be  authorized  to  receive  from 
the  several  Persons  named  in  the  Assessment  of  Partition  Street 
the  Sums  of  Money  at  which  they  are  respectively  assessed  and 
that  John  Stagg  be  appointed  to  superintend  &  direct  the  paving 
of  the  said  Street. 

On  reading  a  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Dye  Street  Ordered 
that  the  usual  Allowance  of  £10  be  granted 
issued  to  towards  a  Pump  in  a  Well  to  be  sunk  at  the 

Francis  Post        Expence  of  the  JSTeighborhood  in  such  place  as 
Kov'"  1?^^  1788    the  Aid"  &  Assist*  of  the  Ward  shall  direct  & 
that  M""  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  the  said  Sum  accordingly. 

Ordered  that  the  ITeighborhood  be  permitted  at  their  own 
Expence  to  fill  up  the  Well  at  the  junction  of  Smith  &  Kingsi 
Streets  &  to  sink  another  in  such  place  as  the  Ald°  &  Assist*  of 
the  East  &  ISTorth  Wards  shall  direct 

[132]  A  Petition  of  Dan'  Ilawxhurst  to  be  appointed  a  Meas- 
urer of  Grain  was  read  and  postponed 

A  Petition  of  Benj*^  ISTorth  complaining  of  a  vacant  &  sunken 
Lot  in  Roosevelts  Street  &  praying  the  Board  to  take  the  legal 
Measures  for  removing  the  JSTuisance  occasioned  by  the  said  Lots 
not  being  filled  up ;  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Aid"  &  Assist*®  of 
Montgomerie  &  the  Out  Ward 

A  proposal  of  Amos  Corning  &  Eben'^  Mather  to  remove  the 
Hulk  at  the  Albany  Pier ;  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Aid"  & 
Assist*®  of  the  South  &  Dock  W^®. 

Ordered  that  the  Aid"  &  Assist*®  of  Montg-y  &  the  Out  Wards 
be  a  Com*®®  to  view  the  State  of  Ferry  Street  &  report  what  in 
their  Opinion  may  be  necessary  to  remove  the  Sand  which  lodges 
in  the  said  Street  by  reason  of  the  great  Rains. 

Ordered  that  the  Aid"  &  Assist*®  of  the  West  &  North  Wards 
be  a  Committee  to  view  the  Bridge  at  the  Corporation  Wharf 
ISTorth  River  &  to  direct  the  best  Mode  of  Repairing  it. 
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And  that  the  same  Committee  view  the  Situation  of  the  Hay 
Scale  at  the  Bear  Market  &  report  whether  it  can  'be  placed  more 
conveniently  in  that  J*rei£rhborhood. 

[133]  The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Petitions  of 
Frankfort,  Van  De  Water,  Jacob,  Gold  &  King  George  Streets; 
reported  that  the  said  Streets  ought  to  be  paved  agTeab.e  to  the 
prayer  of  the  said  Petitions. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  Ordinances  for  the  paving  of 
the  said  Street  accordingly 

Ordered  that  M""  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*-  on  the  Treasurer 
issued       to  advance  Elias  Burger  Jun"^  the  sum  of  £100  on  Acc* 
towards  building  the  Wharf  in  Fly  Market  Slip. 

^  Ordered  the  like  to  pay  Jonathan  Douglass  the  sum  of 

issued       £3  :  3  :  6'^  for  Repairs  to  the  Ferry  Stairs  below  the 
Exchange. 

the  like  to  pay  James  Monnell  the  sum  of  £27  in  full  for 
issued       filling  in  White  Hall  Slip. 

the  like  to  pay  William  Parsell  the  sum  of  £1  :  13/  for 
issued       Repairs  to  the  Corporation  Wharf 

&  the  like  to  pay  Jesse  Burtin  the  Sum  of  £9  :  —  :  — - 
issued       for  repairing  the  Wharf  at  White  Hall  Slip. 
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[134]    City  of 
I^ew  York 


At  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 
SS      City  Hall  of  the  said  City  on  Monday 
Sept^"  29*^  1788. 


Present/    James  Duane  Esq'"  Mayor 


Benj*^  Blagge 
W"^  W  Gilbert 
Marinus  Willet 
Peter  Elting 
John  Wylley 

Winant  Van  Zandt 
Ab'"  Van  Gelder 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Geo.  Janeway 
Ja®  ISTicholson 


>Esq'^^  Aid'' 


J 


r 
J 


Assist*® 


This  being  the  Day  appointed  for  the  Election  of  the  several 
Charter  Officers  &  for  the  appointment  of  a  Treasurer  or  Cham- 
berlain of  this  City  for  the  ensuing  Year,  the  B*^  proceeded  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Treasurer  or  Chamberlain  and  Daniel 
Phoenix  Esq""  was  appointed  accordingly. 

Thereupon  Resolved  that  Daniel  Phoenix  Esq'^'  be  &  he  is  hereiby 
declared  duly  appointed  Treasurer  or  Chamberlain  of  this  City 
for  the  ensuing  Year. 

M""  Mayor  signified  to  the  Board  that  he  had  appointed  James 
Burras  High  Constable  of  this  City  for  the  ensuing  Year. 
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At  a  Common  Coimcil  held  on  Tues- 


New  York '^^^  ^^^^  ^'^^  September  1788. 
Present/    James  Duane  Esq^  Mayor 


Benj*  Blagge 
Jerem^  Wool 
Peter  Elting 
John  Wylley 
Marin^  Willet 
W  Gilbert 

Winant  Yan  Zandt 
Joseph  Pierson 
Ab""  Yan  Gelder 
Tobias  Yan  Zandt 
Geo:  Janeway 


yEsq"*^  Ald° 


^Assist*^ 


The  following  Report  was  read  &  agreed  to  by  the  Board  viz*. 

"  Your  Committee  appointed  on  the  17*^  Inst  to  consult  the 
Delegates  in  Congress  and  such  other  Gentlemen  as  they  might 
think  proper  &  to  report  what  Alterations  &  Repairs  are  neces- 
sary to  the  City  Hall  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Gen^  Govern- 
ment do  report  that  they  have  consulted  the  said  Delegates  and 
other  Gentlemen  on  the  Subject  and  that  they  procured  a  Plan 
(executed  by  Major  L'Enfant)  of  the  Additions  Alterations  and 
Repairs  necessary  to  the  City  Hall  which  in  their  Opinion  is  cal- 
culated to  answer  the  purpose  &  which  they  do  recommend  to  be 
adopted  by  this  Board. 

W  Gilbert 
Mar  Willet 

Sept''  30*^  1788  Geo:  Janeway." 

[136]  And  it  being  represented  to  this  Board  that  a  number  of 
the  Citizens  had  by  voluntary  Subscriptions  engaged  to  advance 
the  Monies  necessary  for  the  said  Buildings  &  Repairs  in  expecta- 
tion of  being  reimbursed  by  a  Grant  from  the  Legislature  or  a 
Tax  on  the  Citizens  and  that  they  had  nominated  five  Commis- 
sioners viz*  Robt  Watts,  Alexander  McComb,  Major  L'Enfant 
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James  ISTicholson  &  William  Maxwell  to  purchase  the  Materials  & 
superintend  the  said  Business. 

Resolved  that  this  Board  approve  of  the  said  proceedings :  So 
that  no  Charge  be  made  on  this  Corporation  for  any  part  of  the 
Expence. 

The  Clerk  laid  before  the  Board  the  Poll  Lists  taken  at  the  Elec- 
tions yesterday  in  the  Several  Wards  of  Charter  Officers  for  the 
ensuing  Year;  from  which  the  following  Persons  appear  to  be 
duly  elected  viz*. 


Dock  Ward 


r 


South  Ward  -< 


Jeremiah  Wool  Alderman 

Joseph  Pierson  Assistant 

John  Lewis  | 
Joseph  George  ^ 

Aert  Huysman   Collector 

James  Reade  | 
John  Jabine  ^ 


.  Assessors 


,  Constables 


r 


Peter  Elting  Alderman 

Winant  Van  Zandt  Assistant 

John  Oothout  | 
Conradt  W  Ham  j 

William  Gilbert  Collector 

Samuel  Stockwell  | 
John  Wessels  j 


.  Assessors 


,  Constables 


[137] 


East  Ward  < 


John  Laurance  Alderman 

James  ISTicholson  Assistant 

William  Denning  ^ 
Daniel  McCormick  j 

James  Van  Brackel  Collector 

John  Harrison  | 
Barnt  ISTewkerk  j 


.  Assessor; 


Constables 
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North  Ward 


Montgomerie 
Ward 


Out  Ward 


West  Ward  ^ 


William  W  Gilbert  Alderman 

Abraham  Van  Gelder  Assistant 

William  G.  Forbes  | 
Simon  Van  Antwerp  j 

Thomas  Lafoy  Collector 

John  Rains  ^ 
Robert  Berwick  j 


,  Assessors 


.  Constables 


John  Wylley  Alderman 

George  Janeway  Assistant 

Gerardus  Dnyckinck  ^ 
William  Van  De  Water  J 

John  Mildenbergh  Collector 

Peter  Hoyer  | 

Henry  Burtsall  j 


.  Assessors 


.  Constables 


Benjamin  Blagge  . 
Tobias  Van  Zandt. 
William  Laight 
James  Watson 
Christian  Will  .  .  . 
Thomas  White  | 
John  Fleming  j 


Assessors 


Xicholas  Bayard  . 
John  Quackenboss 
John  Leake 
Peter  Stuyvezandt 
Richard  Furman    ....  Collector 
Lewis  A  Gantier 
John  Dietz 
William  Nagel  | 
Samuel  Benson  ^ 
John  Bussing  .... 
Jacob  Moor  | 
Thomas  Bradie  j 


.  Alderman 
.  Assistant 

.  Assessors 

.Collector 

,  Constables 

.  Alderman 
.  Assistant 


.  Constables 


Bowery 
Division 


.  Assessors 

ri  n  1^  ,  Harlem 
Collector        ^  .  .  . 

Division 

.  Constables 
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At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Tnes- 


ri381     Cit    of  )  «^ommon  ^^ouneii  neia  oi 

l^ewVorki^^"  October  1788 

Present/    James  Duane  Esq'"  Mayor 

Richard  Varick  Esq""  Recorder 


W"^  W  Gilbert 
Peter  Elting 
Jerem'*  Wool 
John  Wylley 

George  Janeway 
Winant  Van  Zandt 
Joseph  Pierson 
Ab"'  Van  Gelder 


-Esq''^  Aldermen 


>Assist*^ 


Pursuant  to  the  Directions  of  the  Statute  entitled  "  An  Act  for 
emitting  the  Sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of 
credit  for  the  Purposes  therein  mentioned  "  passed  the  18^^  April 
1786,  Evert  Bancker  &  Cornelius  Ray  Esq''®,  Loan  Officers  of  the 
City  &  County  of  'New  York  laid  before  this  Board  the  Books  of 
Mortgages,  Minutes  and  Accounts  by  them  taken  and  kept  as  Loan 
Officers  as  aforesaid  And  this  Board  having  carefully  inspected 
and  examined  the  said  Mortgages  Minutes  &  Accounts  Do  find 
that  the  said  Loan  Officers  have  lent  out  upon  Interest  at  five  per 
Centum  per  Annum  the  Sum  of  thirty-two  thousand  Pounds  on 
sundry  Mortgages  by  them  produced  and  this  Board  are  of  Opinion 
that  the  said  Sum  of  thirty  two  thousand  Pounds  is  let  out  &  well 
secured  by  Mortgage  on  Lands  &  Tenements :  That  the  said  Loan 
Officers  have  paid  into  the  [139]  Treasury  of  this  State  the  Sum 
of  One  thousand  five  hundred  &  twenty  Pounds;  which  Sum 
together  with  eighty  Pounds  by  them  retained  in  their  hands  for 
their  Salary,  amounts  to  One  thousand  Six  hundred  Pounds  the 
full  Interest  of  the  said  Sum  of  thirty  two  thousand  Pounds  to 
the  third  Tuesday  in  June  1788  And  further  that  it  appears  to 
this  Board  that  the  said  Loan  Officers  have  faithfully  discharged 
the  Trust  in  them  reposed  and  performed  their  Duty  in  manner 
as  by  the  said  Law  is  directed  &  required. 

The  following  Report  was  read  &  approved  viz*. 
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"  We  the  Subscribers  (being  the  Major  part  of  the  Com- 
"  mittee)  appointed  to  examine  the  Books  &  Accounts  of  the  City 
"  Treasurer  Do  report  that  we  have  examined  the  Books  in  which 
"  are  kept  the  Account  of  Cash  received  for  Taxes  That  there 
"  has  been  paid  in  by  the  Collectors  of  the  different  Wards  the 
"sum  of  £10109  :  11  :  4:^2  being  the  neat  Amount  of  the  Tax 
"  after  deducting  Commissions  &  Insolvents  and  adding  the  Monies 
raised  for  Taxes  dificient  &  in  arrears  and  that  agreable  to  the 
Warrants  issued  by  the  Common  Council  there  has  been  paid  out 
£10109  :  1  :  8  which  leaves  a  Ballance  of  nine  shillings  &  eight 
Pence  i/o  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Treasurer  on  the  Tax  granted 
the  26*'^  March  1787  for  maintenance  of  the  Poor  &  the  other 
Expences  of  the  City  &  County  of  ISTew  York.  And  We  do  [140] 
further  report  that  there  has  been  received  since  the  25*''  Septem- 
ber last  the  Sum  of  £5632  :  0  :  7  &  paid  out,  as  appears  from  the 
Warrants  of  the  Common  Council,  £5520  :  14  :  71/4  which  leaves 
a  Ballance  of  £81  :  5  :  11%*  Cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 
on  the  Account  of  the  City  Revenues  —  That  from  a  State  of 
the  Books  there  appears  to  be  due  to  the  City  of  ISTew  York  a 
Ballance  of  £2841  :  8  :  1  &  to  the  Poor  House  £12  :  13  :  OI/2  & 
that  there  is  outstanding  the  amount  of  £2772  :  15  :  1%  Debts  & 
Cash  in  the  Treasurers  hands  £81  :  5  :  11% 

W  Gilbert 
Peter  Elting 

October  7*^  1788  Wynant  Van  Zandt." 

A  State  of  the  Acc*^  as  stated  in  the  said  Report  was  also  deliv- 
ered in  by  the  said  Committee  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Ald°  Gilbert  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
State  of  the  Exchange  &  report  what  Repairs  it  would  require  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  Courts  of  Justice  reported  verbally  on 
the  Subject  And  thereupon  it  was  Ordered  that  the  same  Com- 
mittee direct  the  Repairs  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  most  (Eco- 
nomical &  expeditious  manner. 

On  reading  a  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  upper  end  of 
Cortlandt  Street 

*  This  computation  appears  to  be  wrong. —  Ed. 
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Ordered  that  they  be  permitted  to  sink  a  Well  in  such  part  of 
the  said  Street  as  the  Aid"  &  Assistant  of  the 

issued  to  West  Ward  shall  direct  —  that  this  Board  do 

W™  I  Elsworth  grant  the  Sum  of  £10  the  usual  Allowance 
towards  a  Pump  in  the  said  Well  &  that  M"^ 

Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer  to  pay  the  said  Sum 

accordingly. 

[141]  Aid"  Gilbert  reported  that  himself  &  his  Assist*  had 
viewed  the  Hay  Scale  at  the  end  of  the  Bear  Market  and  that  in 
their  Opinion  it  is  improperly  situated  &  greatly  obstructs  the 
Street  &  ought  to  be  removed  into  the  Passage  leading  behind  the 
Bear  Market. 

Ordered  that  the  said  Hay  Scale  be  removed  accordingly. 

Ordered  that  Aid"  Elting  provide  a  Boom  in  the  Vicinity  of 
the  City  Hall  for  the  accommodation  of  the  City  Watch  until  the 
Repairs  making  to  the  City  Hall  are  compleated. 

Aid"  Elting  &  Mess''^  Nicholson  &  W.  Van  Zandt  Auditors  of 
Acc*®  reported  to  the  Board  that  they  had  examined  the  Acc*  of 
M*"  John  Bingham  the  Corporation  Wharfinger  from  which  it 
appears  that  he  had  received  for  the  use  of  the  Corporation  &  paid 
into  the  Treasury  (after  deducting  his  Commission  for  collecting) 
from  the  25*^  Sepf^  1787  to  the  25*1^  Sept'^'  1788  the  Sum  of 
£869  :  9  : 101/2. 

Ordered  that  M''  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer  to 
pay. 

Joseph  Strong  as  Clerk  of  the  late  Election  in  the  South 

issued  J      ^^^^  ''^^  ''~ 

issue  <   ^^^^  ^.^^  ^.^^     the  E*  W^  0  : 16  — 

^  James  Elting  for  the  like  in  the  Dock  W<^  0  : 16  :  — 


Twentieth  Annual  Report 


739 


[142]    City  of 

New  York}' 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Tues- 
day the  14**^  Day  of  October  1788 


Present/    James  Dnane  Esq''  Mayor 


Jerem^  Wool 
Peter  Elting 
John  Lawrance 
W">  W  Gilbert 
John  Wylley 
Benj^  Blagge 

Joseph  Pierson 
Winant  Van  Zandt 
Ab'"  Van  Gelder 
Geo.  Janeway 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
John  Quackenboss 


^Esq-^^  Aid'' 


>- Assist*^ 


J ames  Watson  Merch*  admitted  &  sworn  a  freeman  of  this  City. 

This  being  the  Day,  appointed,  by  the  Charter  of  Incorporation 
of  this  City  for  quallifying  the  several  Officers  elected  at  the  late 
Election  held  in  the  several  Wards  of  this  City. 

M"^  Mayor  (after  informing  the  Board  that  as  the  Council  of 
appointment  had  not  been  convened  by  reason  of  his  Excellency 
the  Gov''^  absence  on  a  Treaty  vn.th  the  Indians,  no  new  appoint- 
ments had  taken  place  in  Offices  of  Mayor,  Sherif  or  CoronerJ 
caused  to  be  administered  to  the  several  Aldermen  &  Assistants 
above  named  &  to  the  following  other  Officers,  the  Oaths  by  Law 
&  the  Charter  of  Incorporation  of  this  City  prescribed  &  directed 


viz"- 


Daniel  Phoenix  Treasurer  or  Chamberlain  of  this  City,  who 
produced  his  Bond  with  Sureties  for  the  due  execution  of  his 
Office  which  was  approved  of  by  the  Board  &  ordered  to  be  filed. 

John  Lewis 
Joseph  George 

Dan'  M^Cormick  Assessors 
WilP'  Laight 


W"'  JTagel 


/-John  Oothout 
Conrad  W  Ham 
W"'  G  Forbes 
Simon  Van  Antwerp 
Samiiel  Benson 
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Aert  Huysman 

Gilbert 
Jolin  Mildenbergh. 
Eich*^  Furman 

James  Burras  High 

James  Read 
Jolm  Ja;bine 
Sam'  Stockwell 
Jolm  Wessels 
Peter  Hoyer 
Henry  Burtsal 
Lewis  A  Gautier 
John  Dietz 

Gerardus  Duyckinek  &  W™  Van  De  Water  Assessors  for  the 
l^orth  Ward  &  John  Leake  &  Peter  Stuyvezandt  Assessors  for  the 
Bowery  Division  of  the  Out  Ward  having  offered  to  the  Board 
satisfactory  Reasons  to  excuse  them  from  serving  in  the  said 
Office  they  were  severally  excused  from  serving  in  the  said  Offices, 
and  James  Watson  an  Assessor  for  Montgomerie  Ward  attending 
signified  to  the  Board  his  willingness  to  execute  the  said  Office  but 
that  he  was  not  a  Freeman  of  this  City  or  a  Freeholder  in  the 
Ward. 

Whereupon  it  was  ordered  that  Elections  be  held  in  the  said 
several  Wards,  at  the  usual  places,  on  Tuesday  the  4*^*^  of  N"ov"^ 
next  of  Assessors  in  the  stead  of  the  above  mentioned  Persons 
who  are  excused  from  serving. 

Ordered  that  M"^  Mayor  issue  his  Warrant  on  the  Treasurer  to 
advance  M''  George  Janeway  the  Sum  of  £100  on  Ace* 
issued    towards  Repairs  to  the  Exchange. 

[144]  A  Petition  of  the  JSTeighborhood  of  the  Exchange  pray- 
ing permission  to  erect  at  their  own  Expence  a  Market  House 
in  the  Street  leading  from  the  Exchange  to  the  River ;  was  read 
&  referred  to  the  Aid"  &  Assist  of  the  South  &  Dock  Wards  &5 
the  Aid"  of  the  East  Ward. 


>■  Collectors 


^  James  Van  Brackel 
Thomas  Lafoy 
Christian  Will 
John  Bussing 

Constable  &  the  follow^  Petty  Constables. 

John  Harrison 
Barnt  I^ewkerk 
John  Rains 
Robert  Berwick 
Thomas  White 
John  Fleming 
Jacob  Moor 
Thomas  Bradie 
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City  of 
I^ew  York 


jss. 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Friday 
the  17*^  Oct''  1788. 


Present/    James  Duane  Esq""  Mayor 


Benj*^  Blagge 
W""  W  Gilbert 
Jerem^  Wool 
Peter  Elting 
John  Wylley 

Ab-"  Van  Gelder 
Winant  Van  Zandt 
Geo.  Janeway 
Joseph  Pierson 
John  Quackenboss 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 


^-Esq""^  Ald° 


Assist*^ 


A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Water  Street  praying  an  Ordi- 
nance for  new  paving  the  said  Street  from  the  Ely  Market  to 
Burlings  Slip;  was  read  &  granted. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  an  Ordinance  accordingly. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Vesey  Street  praying  a  Regu- 
lation of  the  said  Street  was  read  h  referred  to  the  Aid"  &  Assist* 
of  the  West  Ward.^ 

A  Petition  of  John  Byvanck  praying  permission  to  erect  a  Store 
House  on  his  Wharf  on  the  Line  of  Front  Street  until  the  said 
Street  shall  be  continued;  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Aid"  & 
Assist*  of  Mont^  Ward. 

[145]  A  Petition  of  Ab™  B  Bancker  praying  paym*  for  a  quan- 
tity of  Pickets  (which  enclosed  his  Lot  during  the  War  while  it 
was  occupied  by  the  British  Troops)  &  which  were  taken  for 
fewel  for  the  Use  of  the  Alms  House;  was  read  &  referred  to  the 
Aid"  &  Assist*^  of  Montgomerie  &  the  Out  Wards. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  for  erect^  a  Market  House  at 
the  Exchange  reported  that  in  their  Opinion  the  prayer  ought  to 
be  granted ;  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Board. 
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Ordered  that  the  same  Committee  direct  the  placing  of  the  said 
Market. 

On  a  Consideration  of  the  Circumstances  of  a  Well  in  Delancey 
Street  in  the  Out  Ward  It  was  agreed  that  this  Board  would  pay 
£10  to  Hammond  on  Condition  that  he  cause  a  good  Well  to 
be  sunk  there  &  that  the  Man  who  undertook  to  repair  the  Old 
Well  be  compensated  for  his  Labor  therein. 

A  Petition  of  J acob  Brewerton  praying  a  further  Grant  of  the 
Water  Lot  in  front  of  his  Lot  at  Burlings  Slip;  was  read  &  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Peter  Van  Zandts  Petition. 

Ordered  that  the  Ald°  &  Assist*  of  Montgomerie  Ward  cause 
the  Sewer  in  Pecks  Slip  to  be  Repaired  &  as  many  of  the  Inhabit- 
ants in  Ferry  Street  are  indigent  that  the  said  Aid"  &  Assist  cause 
the  sand  which  lodges  in  the  said  Street  to  be  removed  &  prevented 
from  running  into  the  Slip. 

Ordered  that  John  A  Hardenbrook  be  appointed  a  fire  Man  to 
Engine  'N^  14  vice  John  Hitter  resigned. 

[146]  A  Report  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  Subject  of  the  Bowling 
Green  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Ald°  &  Assist*  of  the  West  Ward. 

A  Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Chatham  Street  praying 
that  the  said  Street  from  S*  James  Street  to  Division  Street  may 
be  regulated;  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Ald"^  &  Assist*®  of  the 
E"orth  &  Out  Wards. 

Ordered  that  M""  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*®  on  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  the  follow^  .Persons  the  follow^  Sums  in  full  of  their  respec- 
tive Acc*®  viz*. 

Sam'  Loudon  for  printing  &^  to  the  23*^  Aug*  last 
issued       £9  :  —  :  — 

Joseph  Shelvey  for  his  Service  as  Whipper  from  27*^ 
issued       June  to  27*^  Sepf  last  £6:5:  — 

Elting  &  Varick  for  so  much  by  them  p*^  to  John  Camp- 
issued       bell  for  labor  at  the  Albany  Pier  &  Exchange  Slip 
£0:8:  — 
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[147]    City  of 
New  York 


SS 


At  a  Common  Coimcil  held  on  Wed- 
nesday the  22^  Day  of  Ocf^  1788. 


Present/    James  Dnane  Esq""  Mayor 

Richard  Varick  Esq"^  Recorder 


Benj*^  Blagge 
W™  W  Gilbert 
John  Laurance 
Peter  Elting 
Jerem^  Wool 
John  Wylley 

Ab™  Van  Gelder 
Joseph  Pierson 
John  Quackenboss 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Ja^  Ificholson 


^Esq'^'  Ald"^ 


>- Assist*^ 


M""  James  Nicholson  Assistant  for  the  iEast  Ward  (being  absent 
on  the  14**'  Inst)  took  the  Oath  of  Office  as  prescribed  by  the 
Charter  of  this  Citv. 

%j 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  at  Corlaers  Hook  praying  that 
the  Roads  leading  from  the  City  to  that  Neighborhood  may  be 
repaired  was  read  &  referred  to  Ald°  Laurence  &  M""  Quackenboss. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  John  Byvanck  presented  on 
the  17*^^  Inst  reported  that  the  prayer  ought  not  to  be  granted; 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Board. 

In  consideration  that  some  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Petitions  of  Peter  P  Van  Zandt  &  Jacob  Brewerton  were 
gone  out  of  Office  &  otherwise  prevented  from  attending  that  Busi- 
ness, a  new  Committee  was  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
&  report  on  the  said  Petitions  viz*.  Aid"  Elting  &  Bayard  & 
Mess'^  Nicholson  Quackenboss  &  Janeway. 

Ordered  that  it  be  requested  of  the  Members  of  this  Board  who 
are  Members  of  the  Legislature  to  endeavor  to  obtain  such  Amend- 
ment to  the  [148]  Law  as  that  Vagrants  &  Disorderly  Persona 
committed  to  Bridewell  may  be  adjudged  to  hard  Labor  as  well 
without  as  within  Doors  as  in  the  case  of  Petty  Larceny  Offenders. 
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Ordered  that  the  Aid"  &  Assist*^  of  the  West  &  ISTorth  Wards 
be  a  Committee  to  direct  the  Bridewell  to  be  more  effectually 
secured  so  as  to  prevent  Escapes. 

And  that  two  additional  Watchmen  be  placed  at  the  Bridewell. 

And  ordered  that  M""  Janeway  T  Van  Zandt  &  W  Pierson 
cause  the  Goal  to  be  also  well  secured. 

Ordered  that  M"^  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  Ebenezer  Hazard  Esq"^  the  Sum  of  £5  to  defray  the 
issued    Expences  of  moving  an  indigent  Family  to  Philadelphia. 


New  Yorkj 
Present/    James  Duane  Esq^  Mayor 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Satur- 


Richard  Varick  Esq^  Recorder 


W  Gilbert 
John  Laurance 
Jerem*^  Wool 
Peter  Elting 
John  Wylley 

Ja®  Nicholson 
Geo.  Janeway 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Joseph  Pierson 


^Esq'^  Ald'^ 


^Assist*® 


The  Persons  appointed  to  make  an  Estimate  of  the  Expence 
of  conforming  to  the  Ordinance  for  paving  Water  Street  from  the 
Ely  Market  to  Burlings  Slip  and  a  just  &  equitable  Assessment 
thereof  among  the  Owners  or  Occupants  of  all  the  Houses  &  Lots 
intended  to  be  benefitted  thereby  Returned  Certificates  in  writing 
of  the  said  Estimate  &  Assessment;  which  were  read  &  ratified 
by  the  Board. 

Thereupon  ordered  that  John  Stagg  be  authorized  to  receive 
from  the  several  Persons  named  in  the  said  Assessment  the  Sums 
of  Money  at  which  they  are  respectively  assessed  and  that  he 
superintend  &  direct  the  paving  of  the  said  Streets. 
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The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  M.^^  M'^Adam  reported  ver- 
bally on  the  Subject  and  thereupon  M'"  John  Stagg  together  with 
Evert  Bancker  Jun"^  &  Casimir  T  Goerick  City  Surveyors  [150] 
were  appointed  to  survey  that  part  of  the  Broadway  which  hath 
been  lately  regailated  &  paved  to  report  to  the  Board  such  Plan 
(with  an  Estimate  of  the  Expence)  for  the  better  regulation  of 
the  said  Street  as  they  may  conceive  most  effectual  for  removing 
the  Difficulties  complained  of. 


City  of 
New  York 


jss 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Mon- 
day October  27^^  1788. 


Present/    James  Duane  Esq"^  Mayor 

Richard  Varick  Esq'"  Recorder 

W  Gilbert 
Jerem^  Wool 

John  Wylley  J^Esq-^^  Aid" 

John  Laurance 
Peter  Elting 

Ja®  I^icholson 
Joseph  Pierson 

Wynant  Van  Zandt        )^  Assist*® 
John  Quackenbos 
Geo.  Janeway 


The  Commissioners  appointed  to  survey  that  part  of  the  Broad- 
way which  hath  been  lately  regulated  and  paved,  reported  a  Plan 
or  Profile  to  the  Board  of  the  Broadway  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  distance  from  the  northeast  side  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church  *  to  the  southerly  comer  of  M""®  M^^Adam's 
*  comer  of  Lot  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  five  feet,  and  the 
Auchmuty  or  descent  in  the  [151]  whole  4  feet  11  Inches  and 
Rector  Street  an  half  That  the  distance  from  M'^^  M'^Adam,  to 
the  Pump  opposite  to  M""  Macomb's  House  is  one 
hundred  and  fifty  one  feet  and  the  asscent  one  foot  four  Inches. 
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Thereupon  resolved  that  tlie  Ground  opposite  the  Pump  at  M'' 
Macombs  Door  be  taken  down  six  Inches  and  the  Pump  removed, 
And  that  the  pavement  in  Broadway  be  taken  up,  and  the  west 
side  thereof  be  continued  with  a  regular  descent  from  the  German 
Church  past  M""  Macomb's  Door,  and  that  the  East  side  of  the 
Broadway  at  the  Head  of  Verlettenbergh  Hill  be  raised  twelve 
Inches  and  continued  with  a  proper  descent  down  the  same. 

That  John  Stagg  be  employed  to  take  up  and  Repave  the  Broad 
Way  and  Verlettenbergh  Hill,  and  take  up  the  Pump,  and  that 
this  Board  will  pay  him  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  for  this 
Service,  and  furnish  the  sand  for  the  Purpose. 

M"^  Recorder  pursuant  to  Notice,  then  moved  that  John  M'^Comb 
be  removed  from  his  Office  *  First.  Because  it 
*  City  Surveyor  is  improper  that  any  man  actually  exercising 
the  Trade  of  a  Mason,  employed  in  Building 
Houses  for  Individuals  should  be  longer  employed  in  regulating 
the  public  Streets,  and. 

Secondly.  That  in  divers  Instances  he  has  discovered  a  want 
of  Capacity  to  execute  that  office. 

The  Consideration  of  this  Business  was  postponed  till  the  next 
Meeting  of  the  Board. 

A  Survey  for  the  Regulation  of  Vesey  Street  was  appro^^ed  by 
the  Board  &  ordered  to  be  filed. 
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r->--)i    p-      J?")  At  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 

^±o-.\  J-ity  ci  /  ^^^^^^  jj^^g^        Monday  the  3^  l^ov^ 

:NewYorkj  ^^gg 

Present/    James  Duane  Esq''  Mayor 

Richard  Varick  Esq*"  Recorder 
Peter  Eltiug 

John  Wylley  Esq^«  Ald"^ 

Jerem'^  Wool 
W  Gilbert 


Winant  Van  Zandt 
Joseph  Pierson 
John  Quack enbos 
Geo.  Jancway 
Ab'"  Van  Geider 


>  Assist® 


Ordered  that  Ald°  Elting  &  Mess""®  Van  Zandt  &  Quackenboss 
be  a  Committee  to  examine  the  Commiss'®  Acc*®  of  the  Alms  House 
&  Bridewell  for  the  last  Quarter. 

EfSe  Davis,  being  very  sick  was  on  the  29*"^  Dec"^  admitted  into 
the  Alms  House  &  the  next  Day  she  died.  She  brought  into  the 
House  with  her  certain  Articles  of  Bedding  together  with  the  Sum 
of  £46  :  18/  in  specie  which  was  found  in  her  Pocket  after  her 
decease.  M""®  Catg-lyna  Bogert  in  behalf  of  Effie  Ryan  (who  re- 
sides with  her)  Grand  Daughter  of  the  said  Effie  Davis  now  ap- 
plies to  the  Board  for  the  delivery  of  the  said  Articles  of  Bedding 
&  the  said  Money,  to  her  for  the  Use  of  the  said  Effie  Ryan. 

Whereupon  it  was  Ordered  that  M''  Dodge  the  Keeper  deliver 
to  M''®  Bogert  the  said  Articles  of  Bedding  (retiirning  an  appraized 
List  of  them)  for  the  use  of  the  said  Effie  Ryan  And  that  he  pay 
the  said  Sum  in  Specie  (after  deducting  thereout  the  Sum  of 
£6  :  18  :  4  for  funeral  Expences)  into  the  [153]  City  Treasury 
until  the  further  Order  of  the  Board 

M""  Mayor  &  the  Members  proceeded  to  visit  &  examine  the  sev- 
eral Wards  in  the  House  &  being  returned,  Ald°  Elting  reported 
that  they  had  examined  the  Commiss""®  Acc*®  for  the  last  Quarter 
amounting; 
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the  Alms  House  to   £653  :   9  :  9 

Bridewell  to   280  :  14  :  01/2 

The  Commiss'"®  then  delivered  in  an  Estimate  for  the  ensuing 
Quarter  which  was  approved  of  by  the  Board  viz*. 

for  the  Alms  House   £1000  :  —  :  — 

Bridewell   100  :  —  :  — 


£1100  :  —  :  — 

Ordered  that  M""  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer 
issued       to  pay  the  said  Sums  accordingly. 

Ordered  the  like  to  W"^  Sloo  Keeper  of  the  Bridewell  for 
issued       his  extraordinary  Exertion  &  Services  during  the  late 
fishing  Season  in  taking  Fish  for  supplying  the  Alms 
House  &  Bridewell  £20  :  —  :  — 

Ordered  the  like  to  advance  M""  George  Janeway  for  Sand 
issued       for  the  pavement  in  the  Broad  Way  £20  :  —  :  — 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  J oseph  Stringham  Tow"^®  a  Pump 
issued       in  a  Well  sinking  at  the  Corner  of  Eagle  &  Suffolk 
Streets  in  the  Out  Ward  £10  :  —  :  — 
Ordered  the  like  to  pay  the  follow^  persons  the  follow^ 
Sums  in  full  of  their  resepective  Acc*^  viz*, 
issued    David  Waldron  for  Eepairs  to  the  Roads  £67  :  17  :  3 
issued    Einier  Skaats  for  fire  Wood  1:4:3 
issued    David  R  Bogert  as  Clerk  of  an  Election  0  : 16  :  — 
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At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Wed- 


[154]    City  of  ]  SS       nesday  the  19^1^  IsW  1788 
New  York)  ^ 

Present/    J  ames  Duane  Esq""  Mayor 

Richard  Varick  Esq""  Recorder 


Jerem'^  Wool 
John  Lawrance 
Peter  Elting 
W"'  W  Gilbert 

Ab-^  Van  Gelder 
James  JSTicholson 
Winant  Van  Zandt 
Joseph  Pierson 
John  Quaekenboss 


^Esq""^  Ald"^ 


:>  Assist*® 


A  Petition  of  John  M*^Comb,  praying  that  he  may  be  heard  on 
the  late  Charges  of  Complaint  exhibited  ag*  him  previous  to  a- 
Determination  on  the  Subject  was  read. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  furnish  him  w*'^  a  Copy  of  the  Charges 
&  that  he  have  notice  of  the  time  when  the  Board  go  into  the 
Consideration  of  the  Subject 

The  Clerk  produced  to  the  Board  a  Bond  to  Ann  INP^Adam  for 
£194  with  Interest  @  5  p'^  C*  from  7*^^  ISTov"^  1786  &  An  Order 
on  the  Treasury  in  favor  of  Mary  Shaw  for  £48  :  6  :  —  with  the 
like  Interest  from  the  same  time  in  full  for  Injury  to  their  re- 
spective Lots  by  the  alteration  of  Greenwich  Street  as  reported 
by  the  Persons  appointed  to  make  an  Estimate  thereof  &  approved 
by  the  Board 

Ordered  that  the  Seal  of  this  Corporation  by  affixed  to  the  said 
Bond  &  that  M''  Mayor  sign  the  same  as  also  the  said 
issued    Order  on  behalf  of  this  Board. 

[155]  Petitions  from  the  Inhabitants  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
Out  Ward  &  in  Barclay  Street  praying  that  their  respective  ISTeigh- 
borlioods  may  be  furnished  with  Lamps  &  a.  Petition  for  the  regu- 
lation of  Oliver  Street  were  read  &  referred  to  Ald°  Wool  & 
]\less''*  Quaekenboss  Pierson  Van  Gelder  &  Janeway. 
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Whereas  from  a  List  of  outstanding  Debts  produced  by  the 
Treasurer  it  appears  that  considerable  Sums  are  due  to  this  Cor- 
poration, and  it  being  indispensably  necessary  that  the  same  should 
be  collected  as  soon  as  possible  to  defray  the  necessary  and  public 
Expences  of  this  City  Ordered  that  public  Notice  be  given  to  all 
Persons  indebted  to  this  Corporation  that  unless  they  make  pay- 
ment to  the  Treasurer  or  Chamberlain  of  this  City  without  delay, 
their  respective  debts  will  be  put  into  the  hands  of  an  Attorney 
to  be  prosecuted. 

A  Petition  from  several  of  the  Inhabitants  in  Water  Street 
praying  that  the  South  side  of  the  said  Street  from  Dover  to  S* 
James  Slip  may  be  on  a  strait  Line ;,  was  read  &  referred  to  Ald'^ 
Elting  &  Mess"^®  Tobias  Van  Zandt  &  Quaekenboss. 

A  Petition  of  Thomas  Kennedy  a  delinquent  Collector  confined 
in  Goal;  was  read  &  referred  to  Ald°  Gilbert  &  Elting  &  M"^ 
ISricholson, 

A  Petition  of  John  King  to  be  appointed  a  Measurer ;  was  read 
«fe  postponed. 

Aid''  Laurance  from  the  Cormnittee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  at  Corlaers  Hook  relative  to  the  bad 
State  of  the  Roads  leading  thence  reported  that  the  Road  Master 
should  be  directed  to  make  such  Repairs  to  the  said  Roads  as  will 
render  them  passable  and  convenient;  which  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Board. 

[156]  It  being  represented  to  the  Board  that  the  Stairs  or 
landing  Place  on  the  West  side  of  the  Ely  Market  Slip  is  in  such 
bad  State  that  the  Ferry  Boats  cannot  land  at  it 

Ordered  that  M''  Recorder  be  requested  to  enquire  into  the  Con- 
ditions of  the  Grant  whether  the  Proprietor  of  the  Water  Lot  is 
not  bound  to  make  &  uphold  the  s*^  Stairs  &  if  so  to  compel  him 
to  it. 

AW  Gilbert  delivered  in  the  follow^  Report  which  was  read  «& 
agreed  to  by  the  B*^ 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  ascertain  what  proportion  this 
Corporation  ought  to  pay  of  the  Expences  that  has  accrued  in 
paving  Cortlandts  Slip,  Dye  Slip  &  Vesey  Slip — Report  that  we 
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have  enquired  of  CoP  Isaac  Stoutenburgh  wlio  was  the  Receiver 
of  the  Money  for  the  Pavement  of  the  said  Slips  what  Cash  had 
actually  been  laid  out  for  the  said  Purpose  and  find  that  for  Cort- 
landt  Slip  there  has  been  expended  the  Sum.  of  seventy  nine 
Pounds  fourteen  Shillings  and  eleven  Pence  —  for  Deys  the  Sum 
of  forty  three  Pounds  fifteen  shilF®  and  five  Pence  and  for  Vesey 
Slip  ninety  two  Pounds  eighteen  Shillings  &  one  penny, — Amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  two  hundred  &  sixteen  pounds  eight  Shillings 
&  five  Pence  That  the  said  Sum  is  expended  for  that  part  of  the 
said  Pavement  which  lays  between  the  Kennels  in  said  Slips  &  not 
for  any  part  of  the  Walks ;  And  are  of  Opinion  that  this  Corpo- 
ration ought  to  pay  the  one  third  part  of  said  Expence  which  will 
amount  to  seventy  two  Pounds  two  Shillings  &  nine  Pence  being 
the  same  proportion  that  the  Slips  are  wider  than  the  Streets  [157] 
above  And  that  an  Order  for  the  payment  of  the  said  Sum  be 
issued  in  favor  of  CoP  Isaac  Stoutenburgh  to  be  by  him 
issued    applied  for  the  Purpose  aforesaid 

W"^  W  Gilbert 
Geo:  Janeway 
Ab°^  Van  Gelder  " 
On  reading  a  Report  of  Ald°  Laurance  relative  to  the  Common 
Sewer  under  the  Fly  Market 

Ordered  that  the  Ald°  &  Assist  of  the  East  direct  the  said 
Sewer  to  be  cleaned  at  the  public  Expence  &  that  they  in  like 
manner  direct  such  Alteration  to  the  Grate  of  the  Sewer  at  Bur- 
ling's  Slip  as  they  may  judge  necessary 

The  following  Ordinance  was  passed  &  ordered  to  be  published 
viz*. 

A  Law  to  prevent  the  going  at  Large  of  Swine  within  this  City. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the 
City  of  ISTew  York  in  Common  Council  convened  and  it  is  hereby 
ordained  by  the  Authority  of  the  same  That  no  person  or  persons 
shall  after  the  first  Day  of  February  next  permit  his  her  or  their 
Swine  to  go  at  large  in  any  of  the  Streets  or  Highways  of  this 
City  under  the  penalty  of  Twenty  shillings  for  each  swine  for 
every  Offence. 
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And  be  it  further  ordained  by  tbe  Authority  aforesaid  That  if 
any  person  or  persons  do  or  shall  permit  his  her  or  their  Swine  to 
go  at  large  contrary  to  this  Law,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person 
to  take  up  such  Swine  and  to  make  complaint  thereof  to  any  Alder- 
men of  the  said  City  who  is  hereby  [158]  Authorized  and  required 
to  condemn  such  Swine  for  the  Use  of  the  person  so  complaining 
unless  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  swine  shall  immediately  pay 
to  the  said  person  for  his  or  her  own  use  the  amount  of  such 
penalty  as  also  the  amount  of  the  Expence  which  shall  have  ac- 
crued in  taking  up  and  securing  such  Swine  aforesaid. 

Ordered  that  Aid"  Elting  &  Laurance  w*^  the  assistance  of 
Recorder  be  a  Committee  to  prei>are  &  report  a  more  effectual  Law. 
for  keeping  clean  the  Streets  of  this  City. 

Ordered  that  M"^  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*®  on  the  Treasury 
issued       to  advance  M""  George  Janeway  on  Acc*  the  Sum  of 
£100,  towards  Repairs  to  the  Exchange  &  the  Sum  of 
£30  towards  Sand  for  the  pavem*  in  the  Broadway 
Ordered  the  like  to  advance  John  Stagg  on  Acc*  the  Sum 
issued       of  £60  towards  his  contract  for  paving  Broadway 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  the  follow"  Persons  in  full  of  their  re- 
spective Acc*®  the  follow^  Sums 

Ab""  Russell  &  Cary  Dunn  Overseers  of  the  public  Wells 
issued       &  Pumps  in  the  North  Ward  for  Repairs  to  the  said 
Wells  &  Pumps  £45  : 16  :  0% 
W"^  I  Elsworth  &  Anthony  Post  Overseers  as  above  in  the 
issued       West  Ward  for  the  like  £35  :  5  :  2 

Andrew  Hammersly  Jn°  Burger  &  Henry  Will  Overseers 
issued       as  above  in  the  East  Ward  for  the  like  £4:3  :  — 

Elias  Burger  Jun'  for  Repairs  to  the  Corporation  Wharf 
issued       north  River  £88  :  lY  :  9 

Isaac  Stoutenburgh  for  bulkheading  Cortlandt,  Dey  & 
issued       Veseys  Slips  £11  :  5  :  — 

Sloo,  to  be  by  him  paid  to  the  several  Constables  & 
issued       Marshalls  for  conveying  Vagrants  to  Bridewell  from 
1^^  Aug*  to  1^*  Nov^'  Inst  £27  :  —  :  — 
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[159]  Richard  Varick  Esq"^  Recorder  in  full  of  his  Acc* 
issued       ag*  the  Coriwration  £14  : 1  :  3 

Peter  Elting  Esq  ""for  erecting  a  Wharf  &  Repairs  to  the 
issued       Bridge  at  Brooklyn  Ferry  £190  :  —  :  — 

Rinier  Skaats,  Door  Keeper  &  Messenger  lo  the  Corpora- 
issued       tion  for  his  Salary  &  extra  Services  from  the  15*-^  Aug* 
to  15*^^  l^ov"^  Inst  £10  : 10  :  — 

Gerrit  Abeel  for  his  Services  as  Clerk  to  the  two  late 
issued       Elections  in  Montgomerie  Ward  £1  :  12  :  — 
issued    Francis  Childs  for  the  like  in  the  1^"  Ward  £1  :  12  :  — 
issued    George  Gosman  for  removing  Pitts  Statue  £5:7  :  3 
issued    Dan^  Phoenix  for  clean^  the  Watt  Street  Sewer  £7  :  11  :  1 
issued    Joseph  Beck  for  sweeps  Chimnies  £2  :  12  :  6 
issued    Henry  Shute  for  Repair"  Roads  £155  :  13  :  Gi/o 

Ab™  Van  Gelder  for  1  Years  Salary  &  his  Acc*  for  at- 
issued       tend^  the  Lamps  £92  :  10  :  9 

Ab"^  Van  Gelder  for  light^  &  clean^  the  public  Lamps  from 
issued        26*''  Aug*  to  26*'^  Ocf  £95  :  —  :  — 


[160] 


Present/    Richard  Varick  Esq""  Recorder 


Jerem*'  Wool 
John  Laurance 


John  Wylley 
Peter  Elting 


J 


James  Nicholson 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 


Ab™  Van  Gelder 
Joseph  Plerson 
George  Janeway 


Two  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Alms  House  attended  the 
Board  &  suggested  that  as  the  Doctor  of  the  Alms  House  had  de- 
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clined  the  Service  whether  it  would  not  be  more  oeconomical  if  the 
public  found  the  Medicine  &  a  Doctor  should  be  imployed  to  ad- 
minister them,  that  the  Commiss'"®  were  in  favor  of  the  Measure 
Whereupon  it  was  resolved  that  the  Board  approve  of  the  Mode 
&  that  the  Commissioners  do  carry  it  into  effect. 

And  also  that  the  Commissioners  provide  the  necessary  Tools 
&  erect  two  Forges  for  the  manufacturing  of  Nails  by  the  Vagrant 
&  other  Prisoners  from  time  to  time  confined  in  Bridewell. 

A  Petition  of  Jeremiah  Stone  for  an  Allowance  for  Repairs  by 
him  made  to  the  House  in  front  of  Moore's  Wharf  was  read  & 
referred  to  Ald'^  Wool  &  Elting  &  M'-  W  Van  Zandt 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  for  a  Regulation  of  Chatham 
Street  from  S*  James  Street  to  Division  Street  reported  that  the 
Prayer  ought  to  be  granted  &  that  the  said  Street  be  regulated 
agi'eable  to  a  Survey  produced  &  approved  by  the  Board. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  an  Ordinance  accordingly. 

[161]  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  for  the  Regulation  of 
Oliver  Street  reported  that  the  Prayer  ought  to  be  granted. 

Ordered  that  one  of  the  City  Surveyors  make  a  Survey  of  the 
said  Street  &  report  the  same  to  this  Board. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  for  an  additional  number  of 
Lamps  in  Barclay  Street  reported  that  two  Lamps  be  added  to  the 
number;  which  was  approved  by  the  Board 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  for  more  Lamps  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  Out  Ward  reported  that  five  Lamps  ought  to  be  placed 
in  Division  Street  to  be  fixed  in  such  places  as  M'  Quackenboss 
shall  direct;  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Board. 

Ordered  that  Ald°  Wool  M'"  W  Van  Zandt  &  M"^  Nicholson  be 
a  standing  Committee  from  time  to  time  to  report  to  the  Board 
where  more  Lamps  are  necessary  &  wherever  it  can  be  done,  that 
instead  of  Posts  the  Lamps  be  fixed  to  the  Houses. 

Ordered  that  Ald°  Elting  &  Mess""^  Nicholson  &  W  Van  Zandt 
direct  the  necessary  Measures  for  rendering  the  Street  between  the 
Old  part  &  the  New  part  of  the  Fly  Market  dry  &  convenient 

On  Motion  of  Aid"*  Laurance 

Resolved  that  this  Corporation  will  lend  their  credit  for  drawing 
the  Sum  of  One  Thousand  Pounds  out  of  the  Bank  of  New  York 
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to  be  applied  towards  the  Repairs  &  additions  making  to  the  City 
Hall  for  the  Accomodation  of  Congress 

And  therefore  Ordered  that  a  Promisory  Note  in  favor  of  W™ 
Seton  Esq''  for  the  Use  of  the  Bank  of  ISTew  York  in  the  Sum  of 
One  thousand  Pounds  payable  in  twelve  Months  be  made  out  — 
that  the  Seal  of  this  Corporation  be  affixed  thereto  &  that  M"^ 
Recorder  subscribe  the  same  on  behalf  of  this  Board. 

[162]  Ordered  that  M""  Recorder  issue  his  Warr*^®  on  the 
Treasury  to  advance  to  Ald°  John  Wylley  on  Acc*  towards 

issued  Repairs  to  the  Bridewell  the  Sum  of  £60  —  to  Rinier 
Skaats  on  Agg^  for  Fire  Wood  £15  and  to  M"^  George 

Janeway  on  Acc*  towards  Sand  for  the  Pavement  making  in 

Broadway  £30. 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  he  follow^  Persons  the  follow^  Sums  in 
full  of  their  respective  acc*^  viz*. 

issued    Francis  Childs  for  printing   £23  :   2  :  — 

Jeron^  Alstyne  for  clean^  the  Sewer  | 
issued       under  the  Fly  Market  j 

Edward  Meeks  for  Iron  Work  to  the]^  ^ 

issued       public  Lamps   ,  ,.j 

issued  Rawson  for  Lamp  Oil   £64:16:  2 

Elias  Burger  Jun^  for  balP®  on  Contract^   £^q^  -^q 
issued       for  build*^  Wharf  at  the  Fly  Market.  .  j 

Jon^  Sturges  for  transcribing  &  carrying 
issued       out  the  Poundage  of  the  State  Tax  >  £11  :  14  :  — 
Books  J 

James  Honam  as  Clerk  at  the  late  Elec-| 
issued       tions  in  the  Out  Ward  j 

John  Goodeve  &  John  Andei'son  Over-"^ 
issued       seers  of  Wells  &  Pumps  in  the  South  >    £6  :  11  :  3 

Ward  for  Repairs  J 

Peter  Byvanck  Peter  Schermerhovne  &,~^ 
issued  Erwin   Overseers   of   Wells   &>  £30  :   4  :  3 

Pumps  in  Mont^  Ward  for  the  Like  J 
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[163]    City  of 
New  York 


At  a  Common  Council  held"^'"  on  Wed- 
SS      nesday  the        Dec'^  1788. 


Present/    Richard  Varick  Esq^  Recorder 


Benj^  Blagge 
Jerem^  Wool 
John  Wylley 
Peter  Elting 

Ab'"  Van  Gelder 
Winant  Van  Zandt 
George  Janeway 
Joseph  Pierson 
John  Quackenhoss 
James  Nicholson 


^Esq"^^  Ald° 


>Assist*^ 


Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  take  charge  &  dispose  of  the  Copper 
taken  off  from  the  Roof  of  the  City  Hall  to  best  advantage  for 
this  Corporation 

An  Estimate  (amount^  to  £10,435  :  8)  of  the  Moneys  required 
to  defray  the  public  Expences  of  the  City  this  Year,  together  with 
a  Petition  to  the  Legislature  for  altering  the  time  of  collection  of 
Taxes  in  this  City  &  County  to  the  Summer  instead  of  the  Winter 
Season,  were  respectively  read  &  agreed  to  by  the  Board. 

Ordered  that  the  Seal  of  this  Corporation  be  affixed  to  the  said 
Petition  &  that  M"^  Recorder  sign  the  same  on  behalf  of  this 
Board  And  that  M""  Recorder  transmit  the  said  Estimate  together 
with  the  said  Petition  to  the  Members  from  this  City  &  County 
in  the  Legislature  requesting  of  them  to  obtain  a  Law  for  raising 
the  amount  of  the  said  Estimate  by  Tax. 

A  Petition  of  Henry  Shute  for  a  Grant  of  the  Soil  under  Water 
opposite  to  his  lot  at  Corlaers  Hook  was  read  &  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  that  Subject. 


*  In  the  original  the  words  "  at  the  City  Hall  "  were  written  after  the 
word  "  held  "  and  crossed  out.  Evidently  the  meetings  have  not  been  held 
in  the  City  Hall  since  September  24,  1788,  on  account  of  repairs  to  that 
building  to  prepare  it  for  the  accommodation  of  Congress. —  Ed. 
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[1C4]  A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Lmnber  Street  praying 
a  Well  &  Pump  &  some  Lamps  in  the  said  Street  was  read  & 
referred  to  the  standing  Committee  for  Lamps. 

Ordered  that  Aid"  Wylley  be  appointed  to  the  Committee  on 
Tho^  Kennedy's  Petition  instead  of  Aid"  Gilbert  who  is  absent 

A  Petition  of  Adolph  Waldron  the  present  Lessee  of  the  Ferry 
to  ^Nassau  Island  with  Proposals  to  take  the  said  Ferry  for  a 
longer  Term,  was  read  &  referred  to  Aid"  Elting  Aid"  Wool  & 
Mess^®  Janeway  W  Van  Zandt  &  Quackenboss;  with  Directions 
to  enquire  into  &  report  to  the  Board  the  best  manner  of  disposing 
of  the  said  Ferry  for  promoting  the  public  convenience  &  the 
Revenue  of  this  Corporation  And  also  to  enquire  into  the  present 
Rates  of  Ferriage  &  to  report  whether  any  &  what  alterations  may 
be  necessary. 

Ordered  that  M'"  Recorder  be  requested  on  behalf  of  this 
Corporation  to  enter  a  Caveat  against  an  Application  of  Comfort 
Sands  to  the  Land  office  for  a  Grant  of  the  Soil  under  Water  in 
the  East  River  opposite  to  his  Land  at  Brooklin  in  Kings  County 

Ordered  that  the  pay  of  the  Watchmen  be  encreased  one  Shilling 
per  Man  per  Night  from  the  last  audit  of  their  Acc*. 

Ordered  that  M""  Recorder  issue  his  Warr*^  on  the  Treasury  to 
advance  John  Stagg  on  Acc*  towards  his  contract  for 
issued    altering  &  improving  the  pavement  in  the  Broadway  the 
Sum  of  Forty  pounds. 

And  Ordered  the  like  to  pay  James  Culbertson  the  Sum  of 
£2  :  13  :  10  for  going  to  Morris  Town  to  procure  the 
issued    partial  Tax  Book  of  M"^  Brasher  late  Collector  of  the  South 
Ward  . 
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rifi'il    P't     i  1  At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Wed 

New  York]  ^^^^'^^^       ^^'^  December  1788. 


Present/    Richard  Varick  Esq''  Recorder 


Benj^  Blagge 
Jeiem'^  Wool 


Peter  Elting 
John  Wylley 

Ab-"  Van  Gelder 
George  Janeway 
Joseph  Pierson 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Ja®  Nicholson 


>  Assists 


A  petition  of  Henry  Rutgers  for  a  grant  of  the  Soil  under  Water 
in  the  East  River  opposite  to  a  part  of  his  Land. at  Corlears  Hook; 
was  read  &  referred  to  the  Committee  on  that  Subject. 

On  a  Complaint  made  by  some  of  the  fireman  that  most  of  the 
public  lamps  at  the  time  of  the  late  fire  at  the  House  of  M.^ 
Burling  in  Beekmans  Street  about  1  0' Clock  at  Night  were  gone 
out 

Ordered  that  the  Committee  for  Lamps  enquire  into  the  Subject 
&  give  the  Superintend*  such  further  Directions  therein  as  they 
may  conceive  necessary. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  in  Herman  Street  praying  that 
the  said  Street  may  be  provided  with  some  of  the  public  Lamps 
was  read  &  referred  to  the  said  Committee. 

M""  Wiessenfels  one  of  the  Superintendants  of  the  City  Watch 
attending  the  Board  on  some  Complaints  made  against  the 
irregularity  of  his  Watch  signified  to  the  Board  that  from  his 
advanced  age  &  Infirmity  of  Body  he  could  not  do  better  &  that 
if  his  Conduct  was  unsatisfactory  he  wished  to  resign  the  Office 
&  be  discharged 

Whereupon  the  Board  discharged  him  from  the  office  accordingly 
&  James  Culbertson  was  appointed  in  his  stead. 

[166]  M"^  Recorder  &  the  Aldermen  represented  to  the  Board 
that  in  consequence  of  the  frequent  recent  Robberies  in  this  City, 
the  Magistrates  had  found  it  expedient  for  the  safety  of  the  City 
to  augment  the  City  Watch  by  an  addition  of  20  Men  each  Night 
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Eesolved  that  this  Board  do  approve  of  the  Measure  &  that  the 
said  augmentation  be  continued  until  the  further  Order  of  this 
Board. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Subject  of  enquiring 
into  &  reporting  some  further  Regulations  of  the  Fly  Market 
delivered  in  a  Report  the  consideration  of  which  (excepting  that 
part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  regulating  of  the  Butchers  Stalls  & 
standings)  was  postponed.  The  part  within  the  above  exception 
was  then  taken  into  consideration  &  agreed  to  by  the  Board  to 
take  effect  on  the  first  Day  of  February  next  &  is  as  follows  viz*. 

"  That  every  Butchers  Stall  be  no  more  then  eight  feet  Long 
and  three  feet  six  Inches  Broad  and  that  no  part  thereof  extend 
any  further  into  the  Market,  that  the  Back  of  each  stall  be  placed 
to  rainge  with  the  Inerside  of  the  Market  post,  and  otherwise  put 
up  in  the  following  order,  one  stall  at  the  Head  of  the  Market 
and  Eighteen  stalls  on  each  side  beginning  at  Queen  Street  viz*. 

feet 


Passage. 


Stall. 


Cutting  Block . 

Stall  

Space  

Stall  


Cutting  Block. 


Stall  

Space  

Stall  

Cuting  Block. 
Stall  


Passage. 
Stall.  .  . 


11 
8 
4. 

8 
2 
8 

4.'.  5  Cutting  Block. 

8  Stall  

2  Space  

8  Stall  


Cutting  Block. 

Stall  

Space  

Stall  


4.. 5  Cuting  Block. 
8  Stall  


76..3 


8 

Passage  

8 

8 

Stall  

8 

4.. 5 

Cutting  Block. 

4.. 5 

8 

Stall  

8 

2 

2 

8 

Stall  

8 

4.. 5 

Cutting  Block. 

4.. 5 

8 

Stall  

8 

2 

Space  

2 

8 

Stall  

8 

4..5 

Cuting  Block. 

4.. 5 

8 

Stall  

8 

73.. 3 

1..3 

74..  6 
73.. 3 
76. .3 


224  feet 


760    American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society 


The  six  stalls  in  the  Lower  Market  to  be  regulated  in  like  man- 
ner as  above. 

[167]  Ordered  that  M.^  Eecorder  issue  bis  Warr*®  on  the 
Treasury  to  pay  the  follow^  Persons  the  follow^  Sums  in  full  of 
their  respective  Ace*®  viz*.  I 

W™  I  Elsworth  &  Anthony  Post  Overseers  of  the  public 
issued       Wells  &  Pumps  in  the  West      for  Eepairs  £24  :  18  :  5 

John  Stagg  for  the  balP®  due  him  on  his  Contract  for 
altering  the  pavement  in  the  Broad  Way  £20  :  —  :  — 
issued       And  for  paving  Water  Street  at  the  Fly  Market 
6:6:  — 

Henry  Shute  for  repairs  to  the  Eoad  at  Corlaers  Hook 
issued       £21  :  10  :  3 

Joseph  Shelvey  public  Whipper  for  one  Q""  Salary  due 
issued       the  27th  Inst  £6:5:  — 

Dan'  Phoenix  for  5  Cask  lamp  Oil  purchased  of  Wilson 
issued       Eawson  £37  :  6  :  6 

Solomon  Smith  for  Mason  Work  &  Materials  to  the  Fly 
issued       Market  £12:18:  — 

Jon^  Pearsee  for  subsist^  criminal  Prisoners  from  the  1st 
issued       Ocf^  1787  to  1st  Sepf^  1788  £408  :  8  :  3 

John  Simmons  for  the  Use  of  his  Eoom  fire,  Candles 
£17  :  2  :  4 
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At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Wed- 


New  York!  ""^^^^^  January  1789 

Present/    Eichard  Varick  Esq""  Recorder 


Benj*^  Blagge 
Peter  Elting 
Jerem''  Wool 
John  Wylley 

Ja®  Nicholson 
Jn°  Quackenboss 
Ab'"  Van  Gelder 
Joseph  Pierson 
Geo.  Janeway 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 


>Esq'^  Ald° 


Assist*^ 


A  Petition  subscribed  by  the  hon''^®  John  Jay  «&  others  on  be- 
Lhalf  of  themselves  &  the  other  Inhabitants  of  this  City,  who  lent 
their  Credit  for  drawing  Monies  out  of  the  Bank  of  New  York  to 
be  applied  towards  the  additions  &  Alterations  to  the  City  Hall 
for  the  accommodation  of  Congress  &  for  which  Monies,  to  the 
amount  of  their  respective  Subscriptions,  they  have  given  their 
promissory  Notes,  praying  this  Corporation  to  apply  for  a  Legis- 
lative provision  f or>  their  Indemnification ;  was  read. 

Whereupon  a  Petition,  from  this  Corporation  to  the  Legislature, 
reciting  the  abovementioned  Petition  &  praying  the  Legislature 
for  a  legal  provision  to  indemnify  the  said  Inhab*^  and  for  raising 
Monies  to  the  amount  of  £13000  for  discharging  the  said  Notes 
&  for  compleating  the  said  Building;  was  read  &  agreed  to  by 
the  Board. 

Ordered  that  the  Seal  of  this  Corporation  be  affixed  thereto  & 
that  M"^  Recorder  subscribe  the  same  on  behalf  of  this  Board. ; 

[169]  Resolved  that  this  Board  have  no  Objection  to  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  uppermost  Room  in  the  South  East  part  of 
the  City  Hall  to  the  use  of  the  Society  Library  provided  the  sam,ei 
shall  not  be  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Gen'  Gov*  o^ 
the  United  States. 
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The  Committee  on  the  Petition  for  altering  &,  rendering  Straight 
the  South  Line  of  Water  Street  from  Dover  Street  to  S*  James's 
Slip  reported  that  the  Prayer  thereof  ought  not  to  be  granted 
rwhich  was  agreed  to  by  the  Board. 

Resolved  that  this  Corporation  will  lend  their  Credit  for  draw- 
ing the  further  Sum  of  One  thousand  Pounds  out  of  the  Bank 
of  New  York  to  be  applied  towards  the  Repairs  &  Additions  mak- 
ing to  the  City  Hall  for  the  accommodation  of  Congress  And 
therefore  ordered  that  a  promisory  JSTote  in  favor  of  William 
Seton  Esq''  for  the  use  of  the  Bank  of  ISIew  York  in  the  Sum  of 
One  thousand  pounds  payable  in  twelve  Months  be  made,  that  the 
Seal  of  this  Corporation  be  affixed  thereto  &  that  M"^  Recorder 
subscribe  the  same  on  behalf  of  this  Board. 

]VP  Goerick  one  of  the  City  Surveyors  produced  to  the  Board 
according  to  Order,  a  Book  contain^  Survey's  of  all  the  Water 
Lots,  from  Corlaers  Hook  to  the  Battery,  in  the  East  River  ;  which 
was  referred  to  Aid"  Elting  &  his  Assist  &  Nicholson. 

Ordered  that  M""  Recorder  issue  his  Warrants  on  the  Treasury 
to  pay  the  follow^  Persons  the  follow^  Sums  for  their  respective 
Aoc*®  viz. 

Richard  Lewis  for  paving  in  front  of  a| 
issued       vacant  lot  in  Prince  Street.  J 

James  Blanchard  for  a  Bulkhead  to  the) 
issued       Road  at  Corlaers  Hook  j 

George  Janeway  for  the  ball*^®  of  his"^ 
issued       Acc*  for  Sand  on  the  Pavem^  in  Broad  ^  £34  :  —  :  — 
Way  J 

James  Culbertson  for  the  use  of  his  Cel-' 
issued       lar  to  store  the  old  Copper  from  the  J>  £2:2 
Roof  of  the  City  Hall  
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[170]    City  of 
New  York 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Friday 
SS      the  30*1'  j)^^  o£  January  1789. 


Present/    Richard  Varick  Esq''  Recorder 


Benj^  Blagge 
Jeremiah  Wool 
Peter  Elting 
John  Wylley 

Ah'"  Van  Gelder 
James  Nicholson 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
George  Janeway 
Joseph  Pierson 


^Esq"^  Aid'' 


>-Assists 


M"^  Recorder  laid  before  the  Board  a  Letter  from  Benj^  Wyn- 
koop  Levi  HoUingsworth  &  G.  Turner  the  Corresponding  Com- 
mittee of  the  Rumsian  Society  in  PhiF  dated  the  8^^  Inst,  directed 
to  jVP  Mayor  or  in  his  absence  M''  Recorder,  informing  that  '^L^ 
Rumsey  had  invented  an  Engine  far  superior  to  any  other  foir' 
supplying  Tovpns  with  AVater  —  that  M""  Rumsey  had  applied  toi 
the  Legislature  for  the  exclusive  Right  in  the  said  Invention  — ' 
that  whenever  the  Legislature  shall  grant  his  Request  the  Rumsian 
Society  would  come  forward  with  proposals  for  supplying  this 
City  with  Water  by  Contract  &  suggesting  to  the  Corporation  the 
propriety  of  making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  forwarding 
or  even  compleating  the  Object  of  such  Contract  in  the  course  of 
the  ensuing  Summer. 

Whereupon  resolved  that  in  the  Opinion  of  this  Board  M*"  Rum- 
sey's  Invention  ought  to  meet  with  every  due  encouragem*  &  that 
it  is  the  Wish  of  this  Board  to  enter  into  a  Contract  for  supplying 
this  City  with  Water  [171]  But  that  the  State  of  the  Financesi 
of  this  Corporation  will  not  admit  of  their  entering  in  such  Con-- 
tract  in  the  course  of  next  Suromer  They  however  will  be  happy 
to  receive  Proposals  to  the  end  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  takei 
the  same  into  consideration  &  make  the  necessary  Arrangem*®  for 
such  a  Measure  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Ordered  that  M""  Eecorder  be  requested  to  commumcate  th.e 
Sense  of  this  Board  on  the  Subject  to  the  Rumnian  Society  ac- 
cordingly 

The  following  Persons  were  appointed  Fire  Mien  of  this  Cityl 


viz*. 


George  Titlar  &  James  Ketchum  to  Engine  J^**  11  vice  Jacobus 
Quick  &  Henry  Sickels  resigned. 

Abraham  Moore  to  Engine  IST"  14  vice  Bisset  Weeks 
Isaac  Vervelen  to  Engine       8  vice,  Dowe  Talman 
Oliver  Mildeberger  to  Engine  W  12  vice  Henry  Riker 
George  Seal  ]     ^    .     -.-m  -  r,    •       (George  Arhart 

Thomas  Saunders    ^  ''''  P^^f^ld 

John  Halsted         |to  Hook  &  Ladder (Dau^  Lawrence 
Samuel  Carman     J  Company  IST"  2      J      ^David  Rosette 

W™  Pinckney  to  Engine  JST"  5  vice  "      W"  Rammey 

Peterson  r  James  Balmer 

Jerem'*  "Wood        >  to  Out  Ward  Engine  vice  J  John  Fasch 
Jacob  Fee  J  1^  John  Bin  ekes 

On  the  Application  of  M'"  Seton  it  was  ordered  that  one  Watch- 
men be  posted  at  the  Bank. 

On  reading  a  Letter  from  Corn®  I  Bogert  Esq"^  Att^  for  the 
Estate  of  Phoebe  Barnes  dec*^  Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  be  di- 
rected to  pay  off  &  discharge  a  certain  Bond  of  the  said  Phoebe 
Barnes  against  this  Corporation,  out  of  the  Revenue  Fund  as  soon 
as  Circumstances  will  permit. 

Ordered  that  Jaspar  Ten  Broeck  be  allowed  to  execute  the  Of- 
fice of  Inspector  of  fire  Wood  in  the  stead  of  Jn°  Delanoy  during 
his  illness, 

[172]  Ordered  that  Ald°  Elting  Gilbert  and  Laurance  &  Mess''® 
W  Van  Zandt  &  Nicholson  be  a  Committee  to  consider  of  &  report 
the  best  Mode  for  disposing  of  the  common  Lands. 

Ordered  that  Ald°  Wool  &  M""  T  Van  Zandt  &  M"^  Quackenbos 
be  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  &  report  the  State  of  the  Slaughter 
House 
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The  Clerk  presented  to  the  Board  the  Returns  of  the  Elections 
held  purs'  to  the  Order  of  the  14:^^  of  October  last  from  which  it 
appear'd  that  Jmnes  Watson  was  elected  Assessor  for  Montgomerie 
Ward  —  Stephen  ]\I''Crea  &  Corn®  C  Eoosevelt  for  the  Bowery 
Division  of  the  Out  Ward  &  Garret  Abeel  &  John  Marston  for 
the  North  Ward. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  notify  them  to  attend  this  Board  & 
take  the  Oaths  prescribed  by  Law 

Ordered  that  10  of  the  20  additional  Watchmen  be  discharged- 
at  the  End  of  the  present  Week 

Resolved  that  this  Corporation  will  lend  their  Credit  for  draw- 
ing the  further  Sum  of  two  thousand  Pounds  owt  of  the  Bank  of 
Xew  York  to  be  applied  towards  the  Repairs  &  Additions  making 
to  the  City  Hall  for  the  accommodation  of  Congress  And  there^ 
fore  ordered  that  a  promisory  Isote  in  favor  of  Seton  Esq"" 
for  the  use  of  the  Bank  of  J^ew  York  in  the  Sum  of  two  thou- 
sand Pounds  payable  in  twelve  Months  be  made  that  the  Seal  of 
this  Corporation  be  affixed  thereto  &  that  M"^  Recorder  subscribe 
the  same  on  behalf  of  this  Board. 

Ordered  that  j\P'  Recorder  issue  his  Warrant  on  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  John  Crygier  an  indigent  Cripple  the  Sum  of  £5 
issued    towards  his  Support. 

[173]  Ordered  the  like  to  pay  Charles  Brower  the  Sum  of 
£10  towards  a  Pump  in  the  Well  lately  sunk  at  the  Cor- 
issued    ner  of  first  &  Division  Streets  in  the  Out  Ward 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  the  Assistants  of  the  respective  Ward's 
the  follow"  Sums  to  be  by  them  distributed  among  the! 
issued    indigent  "&  distressed  Families  in  their  respective  Wards 


viz*. 


South  Ward 
Dock  Ward 
East  Ward 
West  Ward 


£12 

S 
8 
18 


.N'orth  Ward 
Montgy  Ward 
Out  Ward. .  . 


£18 
20 
16 
46 


£100  total 
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issued 
issued 
issued 


issued 

issued 
issued 

issued 

issued 

issued 

issued 


.£64  :— ■  :  — 


Ordered  like  to  pay  the  follow^  Persons  tlie  follow^  Sums  in 
full  of  their  respective  Acc*®  viz*. 

Ab°'  Van  Gelder  for  clean°  &  lighting 
issued       the  public  Lamps  from  26*^  Oct''  to 
26*'^  Dec""  

James  Hill  for  glazing 

public  Lamps  £79  :  7  :  6 

i?sued    for  the  like  at  the  City  Hall  3:6:6 
for  the  like  at  the  Goal.  . .  7:7:9 


£90 


W™  Heyer  for  Ironmongery  to  the| 
City  Hall   j 

David  Waldron  for  Repairs  to  the| 
public  Roads  j 

Andrew  Thompson  Dan'  Lambert  & 
Elias  Romeyn  for  paving  in  front 
of  a  vacant  Lot  in  Van  De  Water  | 
Street  J 

Meh®  Hoffman  &  Son  for  2  Iron^ 
Stoves  for  the  Court  Room  j 

Andrew  Thompson  for  Repairs  to  the^ 
Drain  in  Ferry  Street  j 

John  Goodeve  for  a  Box  of  Candles.  . 

Boyd  &  Carrouth  for  Iron  Work  to  the| 
Goal  ] 

Rich^  Lewis  for  filling  a  vacant  Lot| 
in  Catharine  Street  j 

Andrew  Thompson  &  Richard  Lewie 
for  paving  a  vacant  Lot  in  Roosevelt 
Street  J 

Tobias  Van  Zandt  George  Janeway  &^ 

Joseph  Pierson  for  the  balP®  due  on  V£155 
their  Acc*  for  Repairs  to  the  Goal .  .  J 


£3  ; 
£2 


14 


7  : 19 


9 


£3  :  2  :  10 


£43  :  11  :  6 


£4  : 17  :  8 


£6  :  — 


£43  :   0  :  2% 


£3  :  16  :  8 


13  :  51/2 


Twentieth  Annual  Eepoet 


707 


At  a   Common  Council  held  at  the 


Is^ew  Yorkj^^      ^^'^^  "^"^"^^      Monday  feb^  2'^  1789 


Present/    Eichard  Varick  Esq*"  Eecorder 

»Esq'^  Aid" 


Peter  Elting 
John  Wylley 
J erem"^  Wool 
jSTich^  Bayard 


Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Joseph  Pierson 
Geo.  Janeway 
James  Nicholson 


>- Assist*^ 


Nicholas  Eayard  Esq""  Alderman  of  the  Out  Ward  took  &  sub- 
scribed the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  &  of  Office  by  Law  &  the  Charter 
prescribed  &  directed. 

Ordered  that  Aid"  Elting  &  Mess"^^  W  Van  Zandt  &  Nicholson 
be  a  Committee  to  examine  &  audit  the  Acc*®  of  the  Alms  House 
&  Bridewell  for  the  last  Quarter. 

Aid''  Elting  from  the  Committee  reported  that  they  had  audited 
the  Acc*^  of  the  Alms  House  &  Bridewell  for  the  last  Quarter 
amount^ 

the  Alms  House  to   £2145  :  1  :  4 

the  Bridewell  to   205  :  2  :  9 

The  Commiss''^  Estimate  for  the  Alms  House  for  the  ensuing 
Quarter  amount^  to  £1200  :  —  :  —  was  read  &  agreed  to. 

Ordered  that  Eecorder  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  the  Commiss^^  the  said  Sum  accordingly. 


4 

768    Amekican  Scenic  and  Histoeic  Pkesekvation  Society 

ri75l    Citv  of  )  ^  Common  Council  held  on  Wed- 

New  Yorkp^      nesday  the  IS*''  Day  of  february  1789. 

Present/    Eichard  Varick  Esq^  Eecorder 


W  Gilbert 
Peter  Elting 
ITich^  Bayard 
John  Wylley 
Jerem**  Wool 

J ames  l^icholson 
Ah"'  Van  Gelder 
Joseph  Pierson 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Geo :  Janeway 
John  Quackenbos 


>-Esq'^^  Ald° 


^Assist*^ 


A  Petition  of  Mary  Delamater  was  read 

Thereupon  Ordered  that  she  be  permitted  to  occupy  the  small 
House  &  piece  of  Ground,  part  of  the  common  Lands,  near  the 
six  Mile  Stone  during  the  pleasure  &  until  the  further  order  of 
this  Board. 

Ordered  that  Aid"  Gilbert  &  Elting  &  M""  Nicholson  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  report  to  the  Board,  the  kind  of  Hat  which  will  be  most 
proper  for  the  Watchmen 

A  Petition  of  Leonard  Fisher  proposing  to  purchase  the  Fee  of 
two  lots  of  Ground  situate  in  Queens  Street  which  he  at  present 
holds  under  Lease  from  this  Corporation  was  read  &  referred  to 
the  Treasurer 

M"^  Henry  Rutgers  delivered  to  the  Board  a  certain  Instrument 
indented  &  made  on  the  31st  Day  of  October  1765  by  his  father 
Hendrick  Rutgers  dec*^  &  James  Delancey  containing  Articles  of 
Agreement  between  them  for  the  settling  &  establishment  of  parti- 
tion Lines  between  their  respective  Lands  in  the  Out  Ward  &  for 
opening  &  establishing  a  public  Street  or  Highway  between  the 
Land  of  the  said  Hendrick  Rutgers  &  the  Land  of  the  said  James 
Delancey  as  aforesaid. 
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Ordered  that  the  Clerk  procure  the  legal  proof  of  [176]  the 
execution  of  the  said  Indenture  by  the  said  Parties  —  that  he 
cause  the  same  to  be  recorded  &  that  he  deposit  the  original  among 
the  other  public  Conveyances  of  the  Corporation  in  the  Clerk's 
Office. 

Ordered  that  the  Assize  of  Bread  exposed  in  this  City  for  sale 

.    .       r  -r,      ^  bo  Rs  follows  viz^.    A  Loaf  of  inspected 

Assize  of  -Dread  ^       ^  .  .  / 

Wheat  Flour  44/  p^  b^'     "''P®'"  ^""^  '""^^^^  ^  "^^'^^  ^  ^ 

RveD°  C^t  for  sixpence    A  loaf  of  Rye  Flour  l^^ 

^  ^  12"^  for  three  Pence 

Ordered  that  M''  Recorder  issue  his  Warr*®  on  the  Treasurer  to 
advance  to  Aid"  Wylley  Towards  Repairs  to  the  Bride- 
issued    well  £100  :  —  :  — 

And  to  M'"  Ab™  Van  Gelder  for  the  Relief  of  two  indigent 
issued    families  in  the  W*  Ward  40/ 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  the  follow^  Persons  the  follow^  Sums 
in  full  of  their  respective  Acc*® 

Rinier  Skaats  for  his  Attendance  as  Door  Keeper  & 
issued       Messenger  from  15th  ^ov^  last  to  the  15^*^  Inst  being 
1  Quarter  &  for  6/  by  him  advanced  £10  :  6  :  — 
Ab™  Van  Gelder  for  clean^  &  light^  the  public  Lamps 
issued       from  26th  Dec''  to  26*^  Jan^  last  £32  :  6  :  8 

Joseph  Beck  for  sweeping  Chimnies  at  the  Goal  &  Bride- 
issued       well  £3  :  15  :  — 


s 


George    J  aneway    for    Repairs    to    the    Watch  H 
issued       £6  :  18  :  2 

Thomas    Thomas   for    an   Iron    Stove   for   the  Goal 
issued       £3  :  14  r  9 

Philip  Jacobs  (for  Peter  Sifort,  John  Foot  &  Mich^  All) 
issued       for  removing  Dirt  out  of  Ferry  Street  £1:2:4 

John  Graham  for  repair^  public  lamps  £40  :  5  :  10 
issued    D°  D"  for  mounting  2  Iron  Stoves  with  pipes      &^  for 
the  Court  Room  £11  :  10  :  7 

Sloo  (to  be  by  him  p'^  to  the  several  Constables  & 
issued       Marshalls   for   convey^   VagTants   to  the  Bridewell 
£17:-:-  25 
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[177]    City  of 

New  Torkf 


At  a  Cominon  Council  held  on  Wed- 
nesday the  25^^  Day  of  February  1789. 


Present/    Richard  Varick  Esq''  Recorder 


Peter  Elting 
Wiir  W  Gilbert 
ISTich^  Bayard 
Jerem^  Wool 
John  Wylley 

J ames  JSTicholson 
Ab""  Van  Gelder 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
J oseph  Pierson 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
John  Quackenbos 


>Esq'"  Aid" 


^Assist^ 


This  Board  being  satisfactorily  informed  that  George  Seal  lately 
appointed  to  the  Office  of  one  of  the  Firemen  of  this  City,  had  at 
a  late  fire  behaved  in  a  very  unbecoming  Manner  in  refusing  to 
obey  the  Orders  of  one  of  the  Magistrates  &  threatening  him  vpith 
disrespectful  &  insulting  language  Ordered  that  he  be  removed 
from  his  said  office  &  that  the  Company  to  vp^hich  he  belonged  do 
recommend  a  proper  Person  to  be  appointed  in  his  stead. 

The  Engineers  of  the  Fire  Companies  attended  the  Board  & 
represented  the  Danger  to  which  this  City  is  exposed  by  Fire 
happening  from  Stoves  being  improperly  erected  in  Joiners  shops 
&  other  Places,  &  the  necessity  of  a  public  Provision  to  correct 
the  Evil  — -  they  also  represented  the  necessity  of  providing  some 
place  for  the  Reception  of  the  Fire  Engines,  &  the  Ladders,  Hooks, 
Buckets      which  were  formerly  kept  in  the  City  Hall 

Ordered  that  Ald'^  Gilbert  &  Wool  &  Messrs  W  Van  Zandt  & 
Nicholson  be  a  Com^^®  to  prepare  an  Ordinance  to  prevent  the 
Evil  represented  by  [178]  the  Engineers  &  to  enquire  for  and 
report  a  proper  Place  for  the  reception  of  the  fire  Engines 

Resolved  &  ordered  that  no  Butchers  be  permitted  to  have  or  to 
occupy  any  Stalls  or  Standings  in  the  Fly  Market  between  Water 
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&  Front  Streets,  the  Six  Stalls  or  Standings  nearest  to  Water 
Street  excepted. 

And  ordered  that  the  Stalls  and  Standings  (other  than  those 
above  excepted)  placed  there  be  removed  &  that  Benches  or  Tables 
for  the  use  of  the  Country  People  be  erected  in  their  stead. 

Resolved  that  this  Corporation  will  lend  their  Credit  for  drawing 
the  further  Sum  of  One  thousand  Pounds  out  of  the  Bank  of  New 
York  to  be  applied  towards  the  Repairs  and  Additions  making 
to  the  City  Hall  for  the  accommodation  of  Congress 

And  therefore  ordered  that  a  promisory  Note  in  favor  of 
William  Seton  Esq''  for  the  Use  of  the  Bank  of  New  York  in  the 
Sum  of  One  thousand  Pounds  payable  in  twelve  Months  be 
made  — ■  that  the  Seal  of  this  Corporation  be  affixed  thereto  and 
that  M""  Recorder  subscribe  the  same  on  behalf  of  this  Board. 

Ordered  that       Recorder  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  Samuel  Maghee  &  John  Somerindyk  Overseers  of 
issued    the  public  Wells  &  Pumps  in  the  Out        for  Repairs 
the  Sum  of  £12  :  12  :  — 


[179]    City  of  ]gg 
New  York} 


x\t  a  Common  Council  held  on  Tues- 
day the  3"^  Day  of  March  1789. 


Present/    Richard  Varick  Esq'^  Recorder 


Jerem'^  Wool 

W  Gilbert 
John  Wylley 
Peter  Elting 

Joseph  Pierson 
Ab-"  Van  Gelder 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
James  Nicholson 
George  Janeway 


-Esq^'  Aid'' 


Assist^ 


Whereas  this  Board  did  on  the  l7th  Day  of  September  last 
Resolve  that  the  whole  of  the  City  Hall  of  this  City  be  appropriated 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  General  Government  of  the  United 
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States  And  whereas  the  said  Building  hath  been  improved  & 
repaired  for  the  purpose 

Resolved  that  M^"  Recorder  be  requested  on  behalf  of  this  Board 
to  coniraunicate  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  Substance 
of  the  said  Resolution  of  the  l7th  September  last  in  such  manner 
as  he  shall  deem  most  respectful  &  proper 

The  following  Report  was  received  read  and  ordered  to  be  filed 
viz*. 

"  We  Henry  Remsen,  Thomas  Randall,  William  Maxwell,  John 
McComb,  &  Joshua  Sands  five  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  in 
and  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  ISTew  York  passed 
the  7th  Day  of  April  1787  for  the  purpose  of  appraising  and 
estimating  the  Damages  or  Losses  which  individual  [180] 
Citizens  have  sustained  by  widening  continuing  and  extending 
Greenwich  Street 

Having  minutely  investigated  the  several  Claims  and  maturely 
considered  the  Matters  suggested  on  the  part  of  the  hon^^® 
Corporation  by  their  Committee  for  that  purpose  appointed. 

Do  hereby  determine  and  av/ard  to  the  several  Claimants  herein 
after  named  or  their  legal  Representatives  the  Sums  annexed  to 
their  respective  Names,  as  full  compensation  for  their  respective 
Losses  and  the  Damages  they  have  sustained  in  consequence  of 
said  Greenwich  Street  being  widened  continued  &  extended  as 
aforesaid  viz*. 

To  Joseph  Baldwin  thirty  two  Pounds. 
Susanna  V*^"  Winkle  two  hundred  &  twenty  four  Pounds 
Leonard  Kip  Sixty  four  Pounds. 
Isaac  Clawson,  Sixty  four  Pounds. 
William  Kirby,  forty  four  Pounds  sixteen  ShilF® 
William  Cargill  One  hundred  &  ninety  two  pounds  two 
ShlF^ 

John  Montanye  two  hundred  &  ninety  five  pounds  10/8'^. 
James  Quick  two  hundred  &  twenty  four  Pounds 
Thomas  Lafoy  fifty  five  Pounds. 
Samuel  Ellis,  One  hundred  &  seventy  Pounds 
Cornelius  Slott,  Seventy  Six  pounds  16/ — ■ 
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Heirs  of  John  Thurman  dec*^  two  hundred  pounds  10/6 
John  Day  Ninety  six  Pounds. 

Bernardus  Swartwout  &  Son  One  hundred  &  seventy  eight 
Pounds 

Witness  our  hands  &  Seals  in  New  York  this  fourth  Day  of 
february  1789, 

Henry  Eemsen       [L  S] 
Tho«  Randall         [L  S] 
Maxwell  [L  S] 

John  M^Comb        [L  S] 
Josh*^  Sands  [L  S]  " 

From  a  Letter,  subscribed  by  Henry  Remsen  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  M""  Recorder,  it  appears  that  for  want  of  suff*- 
Information  they  have  not  reported  on  the  Claims  of  the  Heirs 
of  the  late  Nich*  Roosevelt  &  the  family  of  Rutgers 
deceased  —  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  proceed  to  estimate  the 
advantages  which  Individuals  have  received  in  consequence  of 
widening  &  extending  Greenwich  Street  And  that  the  Commis- 
sioners deem  themselves  entitled  to  receive  120  Dollars  as  a  very 
reasonable  compensation  for  their  Time  Services  &  needful 
Expenditures. 

The  Board  conceiving  the  said  Sum  very  reasonable 

Ordered    that    M"^    Recorder    issue    his    Warr*    on  the 
Treasurer  to  pay  Commiss'^*^  the  Sum  of  120  Dollars 
issued  accordingly. 
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^^oa^    r\-j.     j?  At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Wed- 

[182]    City  of  ]   g  ...^_,i..i-,th 

New  Yorkj 


nesday  the  11*^  Day  of  March  1789. 


Present/    Richard  Varick  Esq^  Eecorder 


VEsq'^  Aid" 


>- Assist^® 


ISTich^  Bayard 
W  Gilbert 
Jerem'^  Wool 
Peter  Elting 
John  Laurance 
John  Wylley 

Ah'"  Van  Gelder 
Joseph  Pierson 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
James  Nicholson 
John  Quackenbos 
George  Janeway 


Resolved  that  this  Corporation  will  lend  their  Credit  for  draw- 
ing the  further  Sum  of  two  thousand  Pounds  out  of  the  Bank  of 
New  York  to  be  applied  towards  the  Repairs  and  Additions 
making  to  the  City  Hall  for  the  accommodation  of  Congress  And 
therefore  Ordered  that  a  promisory  Note  in  favor  of  William 
Seton  Esq""  for  the  Use  of  the  Bank  of  New  York  in  the  Sum  of 
two  thousand  Pounds  payable  in  twelve  Months  be  made  —  that 
the  Seal  of  this  Corporation  be  affixed  thereto  and  that  M"^ 
Recorder  subscribe  the  same  on  behalf  of  this  Board 

Ald°  Elting  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  & 
report  the  best  Manner  of  regulating  &  disposing  of  the  Ferry 
from  this  City  to  Brooklyn  on  Nassau  or  Long  Island  delivered  in 
a  Report  on  that  Subject  which  was  read  &  considered  And,  after 
some  [183]  time  spent  thereon,  that  part  of  the  Report  which 
recommends  the  letting  out  the  Ferry  House  &  other  Buildings 
belonginging  to  this  Corporation  at  Brooklyn  independent  of  the 
Ferry  &  licensing  a  certain  number  of  Boats  to  individuals  for 
conveying  Passengers  &  Freight  across  the  said  Ferry  was  agreed 
to  by  the  Board,  &  the  further  consideration  of  the  residue  of 
the  said  Report  was  postponed  until  the  next  Meeting 
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Ordered  that  the  Clerk  advertize  the  said  Buildings  to  be  let  for 
one  Year  from  the  first  Day  of  May  next  viz*.  The  large  Ferry 
House  with  the  Kitchen,  the  Barn  or  Stable,  &  the  Yard  And  also 
the  small  Buildings  near  the  Water  with  the  Use  of  the  Wbarf 
in  the  Rear  &  a  reasonable  proportion  of  the  Yard  between  the 
go  -^t  g^^g  q£  ^j^g  Barn  &  the  Street  saving  to  the  Ferry  Boats  the 
exclusive  Eight  &  Use  of  the  Corporation  Wharfs  Bridges  &  Slips 
there  the  Eent  to  be  paid  quarterly  &  the  Tenant  to  defray  the 
expences  of  all  Eepairs  &  to  pay  all  the  public  Taxes  &  Impositions 
to  which  the  Premisses  may  be  liable  during  the  Term  proposals 
in  writing  sealed  to  be  received  at  the  Clerks  Office  on  or  before 
the  31st  Instant. 

l-      ,    p.       ,  -J  At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Wed- 

New  Yorkj^^  ^^'"^        °^  ^^'''^^ 

Present/    James  Duane  Esq^  Mayor 

Eichard  Varick  Esq^  Eecorder 

IsTich'  Bayard 
W°^  W  Gilbert 

Jerem^  Wool  ,  _    „  a  nn 

Peter  Elting  ^sq- Aid" 

John  Lawrance 
John  Wylley 


Ab™  Van  Gelder 
Joseph  Pierson 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
James  ISTicholson 
George  Janeway 


>- Assist*^ 


The  Board  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  of  the  Eeport 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Subject  of  the  Ferry  &  the  same  being 
amended  was  agreed  to  as  follows  viz*. 

"  That  six  Persons  be  licensed  by  this  Board  to  exercise,  during 
the  Pleasure  of  this  Board,  the  privilege  of  keeping  each  one  large 
Boat  and  one  small  Boat,  the  former  to  carry  Horses  Cattle 
Carriages  &  heavy  freight  &  Passengers  &  the  latter  light  Freight 
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&  Passengers  from  this  City  to  Nassau  Island  &  from  ITassau 
Island  to  this  City  on  the  conditions  &  regulations  follow^  viz*. 

That  four  of  the  said  large  Boats  &  four  of  the  said  small 
Boats  ply  to  &  from  the  Fly  Market  Slip  in  this  City  and  the 
Corporation  Ferry  Stairs  at  Brooklyn  on  ISTassau  Island  aforesaid 
And  that  two  of  the  said  large  Boats  &  two  of  the  said  small  Boats 
ply  to  &  from  the  Stairs  at  Pecks  Slip  &  the  Corporation  Ferry 
Stairs  at  Brooklyn  aforesaid. 

[185]  That  the  Boats  together  with  their  Masts  &  Sails  be  of 
such  Form  &  Dimensions  as  the  Wardens  of  the  Port  of  JSTew  York 
shall  approve 

That  each  Boat  be  constantly  worked  and  managed  by  two  sober 
&  discreet  able  bodied  &  experienced  Water  Men. 

That  each  Boat  be  always  furnished  with  four  good  Oars  &  two 
Boat  Hooks. 

That  the  said  Boats  be  all  numbered  and  that  the  Name  of  the 
Owner  and  the  number  of  each  Boat  be  painted  on  the  inside  of 
the  Stern  of  the  Boat  easily  to  be  seen. 

That  no  greater  Rates  of  Ferriage  be  demanded  than  those  by 
Law  established. 

That  no  horned  Cattle  be  taken  oi¥  or  landed  by  any  of  the  said 
Boats  at  any  Place  in  this  City  to  the  West  Ward  of  Catharine  Slip 
in  the  Out  Ward. 

That  the  Persons  licensed  as  aforesaid  shall  pay  into  the 
Treasury  of  this  City  the  following  Sums  Monthly  that  is  to  say. 
Each  of  the  Persons  licensed  to  exercise  the  privilege  of  keeping 
two  Boats  to  ply  to  &  from  the  Fly  Market  Slip  as  aforesaid  the 
Sum  of  seven  Pounds  per  Month  &  each  of  the  Persons  licensed  as 
aforesaid  to  ply  from  Peck's  Slip  as  aforesaid  the  Sum  of  three 
Pounds  ten  Shillings  per  Month. 

That  if  any  of  the  said  Persons  licensed  as  aforesaid  shall  be  in 
default  of  payment  of  the  said  respective  Sums  for  the  Space 
of  Ten  Days  after  the  time  appointed  for  the  payment  thereof  or 
shall  contravene  the  Law  of  this  State  or  the  aforegoing  or  any 
future  Rule  or  Order  of  this  Corporation  for  the  better  govern- 
ment or  regulation  of  the  said  Ferry  such  Person  shall  forfeit  his 
Licence." 
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At  a  Common  Conncil  held  on  Thnrs- 
SS       day  the  19*'^  March  1789 

Present/    James  Dnane  Esq"^  Mayor 

Richard  Varick  Esq'"  Recorder 

Nich®  Bayard 
Jereni*^  Wool 

W  Gilbert 
John  Lawrence 
Peter  Elting 

Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Joseph  Pierson 
Ab™  Van  Gelder 
John  Qnackenbos 
James  ISTieholson 
George  Janeway 

Abraham  Brevoort  Baker  William  Dyckman  laborer  Christian 
Brewer  d°  J acob  Evans  d°  admitted  &  sworn  Freemen 

The  Committee  for  the  purpose  appointed  reported  a  Law  or 
Ordinance  entitled  "  A  Law  to  regulate  the  public  Markets  within 
this  City  "  which  was  read  considered  by  Paragraphs  &  amended 
and  passed.  Ordered  that  the  same  be  published  in  the  public 
ISTews  Papers. 

Wliereas  it  appears  to  this  Board  that  notwithstanding  the  late 
enlargement  of  the  Fly  Market  it  is  still  insufficient  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  Citizens. 

Resolved  therefore  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  enquire 
and  report  a  plan  for  making  a  suitable  Addition  to  the  said 
Market  &  the  Ways  and  Means  to  carry  the  same  into  effect 

Ordered  that  Aid"  Lawrance  Bayard  &  Elting  &  Mess''®  Jane- 
way  &  Van  Gelder  be  the  Committee 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  publish  advertizem*"  for  receiving 
Proposals  in  writing  sealed  until  the  7***  April  next  from  any 
Persons  inclineable  to  hire  the  privilege  of  keeping  the  Ferries 
from  this  City  to  Powles  Hook  &  Hoboock  for  the  Term  of  three 
Years  from  the  first  May  next 


[186]     City  of  / 
New  York] 


^Esq""®  Aid' 


>-Assistt® 


778    Ameeican  Scenic  and  Histoeic  Peeseevation  Society 


[187]  Ordered  that  Aid"  Lawrance  &  Elting  &  Mess""^  Nichol- 
son &  Janeway  be  a  Committee  to  treat  with  M""  Verplanck  on 
the  purchase  of  his  Lot  adjoining  the  City  Hall  to  enlarge  the 
space  on  that  side  thereof 

On  the  application  of  Corn®  I  Bogert  Esq'^  Atf  for  Philena 
Barnes  ordered  that  the  Treasurer  pay  to  her  or  her  order  (out 

of  the  Revenue  Fund  as  soon  as  Circumstances  will 
issued  to  permit)  the  Sum  of  two  Hundred  Pounds  on 
M""  Bogert    Aec*  towards  the  principal  of  her  Bond  against 

this  Corporation  &  that  M"^  Mayor  issue  his 
Warr*  accordingly 

Ordered  that  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*^  on  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  the  follow^  Persons  the  follow^  Sums  in  full  of  their  respective 
Acc*®  viz*. 

'  Ab™  Brower  Clerk  of  the  late  Election 


issued 


issued 


issued 


issued 


S"   

£2 

12 

2 

12 

Francis  Child  the  like  in  the  N''  Ward.  . 

2 

12 

2 

8 

Eich^  Duryee  the  like  in  the  Out  W*^.  .1 

2 

16 

Walter  McDonald  the  like  

2 

8 

John  T  Duryee  the  like  Dock  W^  

2 

11 

6 

Tho®  Gilbert  the  like  

2 

8 

John  De  Peyster  the  like  Montg^  W^.  . . 

2 

8 

2 

8 

Ab"'  Van  Gelder  for  lighting  the  public 

Lamps  from  26*'^  Jan^  to  26*^^  feb^ 

£32  : 

10  : 

And  for        Years  Salary  storage  & 

£41  : 

15  : 

6 

George  Janeway  for  Repairs  to  the 

Alms  H®  

£20  : 

11  : 

6 

Dan^  Carter  for  glazing  at  the  Alms 
House  i  


£1 
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Anth°  Post  &  W""  Elsworth  Overseers  of 
issued       Wells  &  Pumps  in  tlie        Ward  for 

Repairs   £16  :  15 

jEdmond  Prior  for  14  Cask  Lamp  Oil.  .  .  £151  :  2 
^Jenkins  &  Barker  18  d°  d°   137  :  10 


issued 


7 

6 
10 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Wed- 


^'^^^'^  New  Yorkj^^      ^"^^^^^       -^'^  ^^-^     ^^^^^  ^'^^^ 
Present/    James  Duane  Esq'"  Mayor 


W"^  W  Gilbert 
Peter  Elting 
Jobn  Laurance 
Jerem*^  Wool 
JSTicb®  Bayard 
J obn  Wylley 


^Esq'^^  Aid'' 


James  JSTicbolson 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Joseph  Pierson  ^Assist*® 
George  J aneway 
Ab'"  Van  Gelder 


1 

J 


Robert  Johnston  Shopk®"^  John  Wool,  Heelmaker  John  Van 
Osdall,  Boatman  Cornelius  Mabie,  Laborer  John  Fistan,  Black- 
smith John  Van  Houten,  Blacksmith  John  Ackerman,  Innholder 
Jacob  Shourt,  Blacksmith  were  severally  admitted  &  sworn  Free- 
men of  this  City.  - 

Mess'"''  Roosevelt,  Low  &  McCormick  three  of  the' Directors  of 
the  Bank  of  IsTew  York  came  in  &  delivered  to  the  Board  a  verbal 
Communication  on  the  Subject  of  the  Monies  advanced  by  the 
Bank  on  the  credit  of  this  Corporation  for  defraying  the  Expences 
of  Improving  &  repairing  the  City  Hall. 

Thereupon  resolved  that  the  Bank  be  requested  to  advance  the 
further  Sum  of  £2600  :  3  :  10  in  Paper  ■ —  that  this  Sum  and  the 
Sums  already  advanced  by  the  Bank  on  the  credit  of  this  Corpora- 
tion be  liquidated  &  ascertained  in  Specie  at  eight  per  Cent 
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advance,  that  a  Bond  be  made  out  from  this  Corporation  [189] 
to  William  Seton  Esq^,  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  ISTew  York  for 
the  use  of  the  Bank  of  ISTew  York  conditioned  for  the  payment  of 
£9000  payable  in  Gold  or  Silver  in  twelve  Months  with  Interest 
at  the  rate  of  seven  per  Cent  per  Annum  —  that  the  Seal  of  this 
Corporation  be  affixed  thereto  and  that  M""  Mayor  subscribe  the 
same  on  behalf  of  this  Board  and  that  the  several  ISTotes  of  this 
Corporation  to  the  Bank  be  returned  &  cancelled. 

Be  it  ordained  that  nothing  in  the  9^^  &  10*^^  Clauses  of  the 
Law  to  regulate  the  public  Markets  in  this  City  be  construed  to 
extend  to  prevent  any  of  the  Persons  therein  described  sending  to 
the  Market  and  exposing  to  sale  any  of  the  Articles  therein  men- 
tioned by  their  or  either  of  their  Agents  or  Servants. 

A  Letter  from  the  Treasurer  &  a  Petition  of  Gozen  Ryersen,  on 
the  Subject  of  the  Ferry  to  Staten  Isle,  we^re  read  &  referred  to  the 
Aid"  &  Assist*^  of  the  South  &  Dock  Wards. 

A  Representation  of  Comfort  Sands  relative  to  the  Agreement 
between  him  &  this  CoTporation  as  to  the  Boundary  Line  between 
his  &  the  Corporation  Lands  at  Brooklyn  &  the  opening  a  Street 
through  the  Corporation  Land  to  his  Land  as  appears  by  the 
Report  of  a  Committee  of  this  Corporation  agreed  to  in  Common 
Council;  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Subject 
of  the  Ferry. 

A  Petition  of  John  Stephens  for  the  Privilege  of  keeping  a 
Ferry  to  Wehawk  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Aid"  &  Assist*  of  the 
West  &  the  Aid"  of  the  East  Ward. 

[190]  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Lumber  Street  reported  that  they  had  examined  the  Situation  of 
the  said  Street  and  found  it  necessary  that  three  Lamps  be  placed 
there  &  that  when  the  Inhabitants  clean  out  the  Well  the  Corpora- 
tion should  contribute  towards  a  Pump  therein ;  which  was  agreed 
to  by  the  Board. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  Plan  for  disposing  of  the 
Common  Lands  delivered  in  a  Report ;  which  was  read  &  the 
consideration  thereof  postponed 
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Ordered  that  the  said  Commitee  treat  with  D'"  Thomas  Bridgen 
Atwood  &  ]\P  John  Murray  ou  the  subject  of  the  Common  Lands 
they  possess  on  Lease  from  this  Corporation. 

The  Board  proceed  to  examine  the  several  Proposals  for  the 
Corporation  Ferry  House  &  the  other  Buildings  at  Brooklyn ;  when 
it  appeared  that  M''  Henry  Dawson  had  made  the  highest  offer 
viz*  £100  per  annum  for  the  large  Ferry  House  with  the  Barn 
Kitchen  And  that  M""  Gilbert  Van  Mater  had  made  the  best 
Offer  for  the  small  Build®^  near  the  River  viz*  £55  per  Annum, 
ou  the  Terms  mentioned  in  the  Advertizement  on  that  Subject. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  Leases  for  the  s*^  Tenements  for 
the  Term  of  one  Year  &  that  he  take  Security  for  the  paym*  of 
the  Rent. 

[191]  The  Board  then  proceed  to  examine  the  several  Applica- 
tions foT  the  Privilege  of  keeping  Ferry  Boats  across  the  East 
River";  When  it  was  determined  that  Henry  Dawson  Gilbert  Van 
Master  John  Hicks  &  Jacob  Wilkins  Jun"^  be  licensed  to  exercise 
the  Privilege  of  keeping  each  twO'  Boats  to  ply  from  the  Fly  Market 
to  Brooklyn  on  the  Terms  mentioned  in  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee agreed  to  on  the  18*'^  Ult"  And  as  no  Persons  have  applied 
for  the  like  Privilege  from  Pecks  Slip  as  mentioned  in  the  said 
Report.  Ordered  that  the  Advertizement  for  granting  the 
Privilege  of  keeping  Boats  to  ply  from  Pecks  Slip  be  continued  in 
the  IS^ews  Papers. 

Ordered  that  M""  Mayor  issue  his  warr*®  on  the  Treas- 
issued    urer  to  pay  John  Crygier  an  indigent  Cripple  the  Sum 
of  £5  towards  his  support 

Ordered  the  like  to  advance  Rinier  Skaats  the  Sum 
issued    of  40/  for  fire  Wood  for  the  Watch. 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  the  following  Persons  the  following 
Sums  in  full  of  their  respective  Acc*^  viz*. 

The  Overseers  of  Wells  &  Pumps  in  the 
issued       Out  Ward  for  Repairs   £2  :  13  :  6 

issued    The  like  in  the  ISTorth  Ward   10  :  11  :  10 

issued    The  like  in  Montgomerie  Ward   12:   3:  9 
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issued    Ab™  Van  Gelder  for  lamp  lighting   32:   9:  4 

issued    James  Wing  for  lamp  Oil   105  :  16  :  — 

Gilbert  &  Bogert,  Clerks  of  Election) 

o     '  [_         3  •   9  •  

issued       West  Ward  j 

issued    Heyer  &  Fisli  tbe  like  East  Ward   3  :  12  :  — 


riQoi    n'+     -e  ")  At  a  Common  Council  beld  on  Friday 

New  Yorkj  ^""^^  ^P""'^ 

Present/    James  Duane  Esq''  Mayor 


Nicholas  Bayard 
W"^  W  Gilbert 
Jerem^  Wool 
Peter  Elting 
John  Wylley 

Ab""  Van  Gelder 
Geo.  Janeway 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Joseph  Pierson 


^Esq'"^  Aid" 


>  Assist*^® 


Be  it  ordained  that  the  following  Laws  and  Ordinances  of  this 
Corporation  be  and  they  are  established  to  continue  and  remain 
in  full  force  and  virtue  for  one  Year  from  this  Day  viz*. 

A  Law  for  the  due  Observation  of  the  Lords  Day  called  Sunday. 
A  Law  directing  the  Uses  of  the  public  Seals  of  this  City. 
A  Law  relative  to  the  admission  of  Free  Men 
A  Law  to  regulate  the  Office  of  Chamberlain  or  Treasurer  of 
this  City. 

A  Law  for  the  better  preventing  of  Fire. 

A  Law  for  the  better  securing  this  City  from  the  Danger  of 
Gun  Powder. 

A  Law  to  appoint  Surveyors  for  this  City. 

A  Law  to  regulate  the  public  Markets  within  this  City. 
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[193]  A  Law  to  establisli  and  regulate  the  public  Slaughter 
House  within  this  City. 

A  Law  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Bread. 

A  Law  to  regulate  the  paving  &  keeping  in  Eepair  the  Streets 
S:  for  preventing  JSTuisances  within  this  City. 

A  Law  to  regulate  Carts  &  Cartmen  in  this  City. 

A  Law  to  regulate  the  landing  «&  sale  of  Hay  within  this  City. 

A  Law  to  regulate  the  sale  of  Fire  Wood  in  this  City. 

A  law  to  regulate  the  Pay  of  public  Measurers  within  this  City. 

A  Law  to  regulate  the  lying  of  Vessels  in  the  Docks  and  Slips 
of  this  City  and  to  ascertain  the  Rates  of  Wharfage. 

A  Law  directing  the  Mode  of  Recovery  and  appropriation  of 
the  Fines  Penalties  and  Forfeitures  imposed  by  Laws  of  the 
Corporation  of  this  City. 

The  following  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a 
Plan  for  disposing  of  the  Common  Lands,  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration and  agreed  to  by  the  Board  viz*. 

"  Your  Committee  do  report  it  as  their  Opinion  that  such  part 
of  the  Common  Lands  as  are  unappropriated  and  laid  out  into 
Lots  by  M^  Goerick  one  of  the  City  Surveyors  from  the  Souther- 
most  part  thereof  to  Lots  IST"  66  &  67  should  be  sold  at  public 
Vendue  under  the  Inspection  of  a  Committee  of  this  Board,  that 
this  Committee  examine  the  Lands  &  inform  the  [194]  Seller  the 
lowest  Price  he  is  to  sell  each  Lot  for  • — -  that  these  Lands  be  sold 
at  the  Coffee  House  on  Monday  the  20*^^^  Day  of  April  Instant  and 
that  such  Sale  be  made  public  in  the  daily  Advertizer  And  that 
a  Map  of  those  Lands  be  exhibited  at  the  Coffee  House  for  fen 
Days  before  such  Sale  for  the  examination  of  Persons  who  may 
incline  to  become  purchasors  And  that  the  Conditions  of  Sale 
be  as  follows  —  the  purchasor  to  pay  one  tenth  of  the  purchase 
Money  within  Ten  Days  after  sale  and  to  have  five  Years  for 
payment  of  the  Residue  in  equal  annual  payments  with  five  per 
Cent  Interest  &  the  Debts  on  Bond  against  the  Corporation  to  be 
discounted  in  payment  —  that  Deeds  shall  be  given  on  the  payment 
of  the  whole  and  that  Articles  be  executed  on  receipt  of  the  first 
payment  that  such  Deeds  shall  be  delivered  on  the  last  payment 
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Which  is  submitted  to  the  Board 


April  i^gg 


Peter  Elting 
John  Laurance 
W  Gilbert 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
J ames  Nicholson  " 


Ordered  that  the  same  Committee  do  attend  the  sale  &  determine 
the  value  of  the  Lots  as  mentioned  in  the  said  Report. 

Ordered  that  M'^'  Quackenbos  be  added  to  the  Committee. 

On  a  suggestion  that  the  Society  for  promoting  Manufactures 
in  this  City  wanted  the  Use  of  a  part  of  the  Barracks 

Ordered  that  Aid"  Bayard  &  Wool  &  M"^  Janeway  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  treat  with  the  Directors  on  that  Subject 

[195]  Petitions-  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Barclay  &  Church 
Streets  —  of  William  Street  from  Fair  Street  to  Beekman 
Street  —  of  Little  Dock  Street  and  of  Front  Street  from  Coenties 
Slip  to  the  old  Slip,  were  respectively  read  &  referred  to  the  Ald"^ 
&  Assist  of  the  Wards  in  which  the  said  Street  respectively  are 
situate. 

Ordered  that  M"^  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  Abijah  Hammond  the  Sum  of  £10  towards  sinking 
issued    a  well  in  Delancey  Street  in  the  Out  Ward  as  agreed  by 
this  Board  on  the  17*^  October  last. 

Ordered  the  like  to  pay  Evert  Bancker 
issued       for  the  balP®  of  his  Acc*  for  Surveying      £28  :  16  :  — 

David  Waldron  for  Repairs  to  Kings 

issued       Bridge  ,  , .  2  :  12  :  — 

issued    Nich®  Cox  for  Watchmens  Hats   14  :   8  :  — 


issued 


issued 


Joseph  Shelvey  for  1      Salary  as  public | 
Whipper  to  the  27^^  March  last  j 

John  M'^Comb  for  altering  the  Pavem*^ 
in  the  lower  part  of  Broadway .  .  .  .  j 


6  :  5  :  — 


8:9:9 
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[19G]    City  of 
ISTew  York 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Tues- 
day the  7^^  Day  of  April  1789. 


Present/    Richard  Varick  Esq"^  Recorder 


Peter  Elting 


J^Esq""^  Aid'' 


John  Lanrance 
Nieh^  Bayard 
J erem*^  Wool 

W  Gilbert 
John  Wylley 

Ab'"  Van  Gelder 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Jas®  I^icholson 
Joseph  Pierson 
Geo.  Janeway 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 


Pursuant  to  the  Statute  entitled  "  An  Act  for  regulating  Elec- 
tions "  The  Board  proceeded  to  the  Election  of  Inspectors  of 
the  ensuing  Election  for  Governor  Lieutenant  Governor  Senators 
and  Members  of  Assembly;  And  the  follow^  Persons  were  duly 
elected  viz*. 


Assist*® 


South  Ward 

Samuel  Bard 
Simon  Schermerhorn 
John  Johnson 

East  Ward 
Brockholst  Livingston 
Joshua  Waddington 
Robert  Lenox 

North  Ward 

James  I  Beekman 
John  Turner 
Ahasuerus  Turk 


Dock  Ward 
J.  Ogden  Holfman 
Robert  C  Livingston 
Hendrick  Wyckhoff 

West  Ward 

John  Watts 
Menassah  Salter 
Anthony  Lispenard 

Montgomerie  Ward 

John  Cozine 
William  IS'ewton 
William  Rhinelander 


Out 


Ward 

Nicholas  Cruger       Stephen  M'^Crea 


Corn®  C  Roosevelt 


786    AMEKicAisr  Scenic  and  Historic  Pbeservatioit  Society 

[197]  The  Committee  on  the  Petition  for  paving  of  Barclay 
Street  reported  that  the  Prayer  thereof  ought  to  be  granted  &  that 
the  Clerk  prepare  an  Ordinance  for  that  purpose  accordingly 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Board. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  John  Stephens  for  the 
Privilege  of  keeping  a  Ferry  to  Weehawk ;  reported  that  the  same 
could  not  be  granted;  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Board. 

Ordered  that  no  other  than  the  ordinary  necessary  Repairs  be 
made  to  the  public  Roads  but  by  the  particular  Order  of  this 
Board. 

Ordered  that  all  the  additional  Watchmen  be  discharged  &  that 
the  Watch  be  reduced  to  the  ordinary  number. 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Mon- 


^^^^^  N^w  Yorkj  ^""^  ^P'''^  ^^^^ 

Present/    James  Duane  Esq'"  Mayor 


John  Wylley 
Peter  Elting 

W  Gilbert 
Jerem*^  Wool 
John  Lauranee 

Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Joseph  Pierson 
Ab""  Van  Gelder 
James  ISTieholson 
George  Janeway 


^Esq^^  Aid'' 


>- Assist*® 


In  consequence  of  the  total  neglect  of  James  Burras  to  execute 
the  Office  of  High  Constable  M""  Mayor  was  pleased  to  appoint  M"^ 
James  Culbertson  to  the  Office  of  High  Constable  in  his  stead. 

Erom  a  Representation  by  the  Gentlemen  Commissioners  for 
superintending  the  Improvements  making  to  the  City  Hall  it  ap- 
pears that  the  Monies  agreed  to  be  advanced  by  the  Bank  of  l^ew 
York  on  the  Corporation's  Bond  executed  on  the  1^*  Instant,  will 


Twentieth  Annual  Report 


787 


be  inadequate  to  perfect  the  said  Work  And  that  the  further  Sum 
of  £2000  wiW  be  necessary  for  the  Purpose. 

Thereupon  resolved  that  the  Bank  of  New  York  be  requested  to 
advance  the  further  Sum  of  £2000  And  that  a  Bond  from  this  Cor- 
poration to  William  Seton  esq"^  for  the  use  of  the  Bank  of 
l^ew  York,  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  the  said  Sum  in  Gold 
or  Silver  in  12  Months  with  Interest  [199]  at  the  rate  of  seven 
per  Cent  per  Annum  be  made  out  —  that  the  Seal  of  this  Corpo- 
ration be  affixed  thereto  and  that  M*"  Mayor,  subscribe  the  same 
on  behalf  of  this  Board 


City  of 
!N^ew  York 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Wed- 
SS      nesday  the  15*^  Day  of  April  1789 


Present/    James  Duane  Esq^  Mayor 


Peter  Elting 

W  Gilbert 
Jno  Wylley 
John  Laurance 

Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Ab"*  Van  Gelder 
George  Janeway 
Joseph  Pierson 
James  ITicholson 


^Esq"*^  Aid" 


>  Assist*® 


Jonathan  Lawrence  Jun'^  admitted  &  sworn  a  freeman  of  this 
City 

It  being  suggested  to  the  Board  that  in  consequence  of  the  late 
Alteration  of  the  pavement  in  the  Broad  Way,  Lumber,  Auch- 
muty  &  Oister  Pasty  Streets  require  a  further  Eegulation  as  to 
the  Ascent  &  Descent 

Ordered  that  the  Ald^^  &  Assist*  of  the  West  Ward  direct  a  new 
Suiwey  of  the  said  Streets  to  be  made  and  reported  to  the  Board. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  examine  the  sealed  proposals  of  the 
Persons  who  are  disirous  of  taking  the  Ferries  from  this  City  to 
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Powlus  Hook  &  Hoboken,  When  John  Holdron's  offer  vizt  £50 
per  Annum  for  Powltis  Hook  &  John  Stevens  offer  vizt  £10  per 
Annum  for  Hohoken  appeared  highest,  And  it  being  suggested  that 
they  would  give  more  if  the  Term  could  be  lengthened  Ordered 
that  AkP  Gilbert  &  Elting  &  M^"  Van  Gelder  be  a  Committee  to. 
treat  with  them  on  the  Subject 

[200]  Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  Ordinances  for  paving 
Little  Dock  Street  &  Front  Street  from  Coenties  to  the  Old  Slip 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  for  examination  &  In- 
spection the  Map  lately  made  by  Mess""*^  Bancker  &  Goerick  two  of 
the  City  Surveyors  of  the  Water  Lots  from  Coerlars  Hook  to  the 
Battery  Reported  that  in  their  Opinion  the  said  Map  is  correct  & 
well  executed. 

Whereupon  the  said  Map  was  agreed  to  and  approved  by  the 
Board  &  ordered  to  be  filed  in  the  Clerks  Office. 

Petitions  of  Thomas  Kennan  &  Joseph  Beck  to  be  appointed 
Measurers  of  Lime  were  read.  Ordered  that  Aid"*  Wylley  &  Mess""® 
Janeway  &  Wynant  Van  Zandt  be  a  Committee  to  enquire  intO'  the 
Subject  &  report  whether  the  appointm*  is  necessary 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  in  Water  Street  from  Pecks  Slip 
to  S*  James  Slip  praying  that  the  said  Street  may  be  regulated 
&  paved ;  was  read  &  referred  to  Aid"  Elting  &  the  Assist*  of 
Montg-y  Ward. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  in  Greenwich  Street  for  removing 
an  old  Building  which  obstructs  the  said  Street  was  read  &  re- 
ferred to  the  Ald°  &  Assist*  of  the  West  Ward. 

A  Petition  of  several  of  the  Butchers  praying  an  exemption  from 
the  Slaughter  Llouse  Law  &  that  they  may  be  indulged  to  kill  at 
their  own  Houses  ;  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed 
to  enquire  into  &  report  the  State  of  the  [201]  Slaughter  House. 
Ordered  that  the  Ald°  &  Assist*  of  the  Dock  Ward  be  added  to  the 
Committee 

Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  pay  off  the  City  Watchmen  to  the 
present  Time  out  of  the  Revenue  Fund  to  be  charged  to  the  Watch 
Fund 
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Ordered  that  the  Sale  of  the  Common  Lands  be  postponed  until 
the  first  of  June  next 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  an  Ordinance  to  regulate  the 
Use  of  the  public  Bells  for  funerals  in  this  City. 

And  an  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Law  "  for  regulating  the  pav- 
ing &  keeping  in  Repair  the  public  Streets  "  so  as  that  no  Stoop 
platform  or  Step  extend  beyond  Six  feet,  or  Bow  Window  beyond 
twenty  Inches  into  any  Street. 

An  Acc*  of  M""  Mayor  ag*  this  Corporation  for  Costs  as  their 
Atf  &  Council  from  1767  to  1771  inclusive  amount^'  to  £52  :  13/ 
was  audited  by  the  Committee  &  agTeed  to  by  the  Board.  Ordered 
that  the  Treasurer  give  M""  Mayor  credit  for  the  am*  of  the  s*' 
Acc*. 

Ordered  that  M""  Mayor  issue  his  Warrants  on  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  the  follow^  Persons  the  follow^  Simis  viz*^. 

issued    Willson  Eawson  for  Lamp  Oil   £118 


issued    Murray  Mmnford  &  Bowen  for  D°   £181 

issued    Casimir  T  Goei'ick  for  Survey^  Service.  £36 


19 
6 


9 
9 


[9091     P'f     ■?  )  At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Mon- 

IsTew  Yorkj^^      '^^^  ^^'"^  ^^'"^         °^  ^'^P'"'^  ^^^^ 

Present/    James  Duane  Esq''  Mayor 

W  Gilbert  ^ 

Jerem''  Wool  \  ^        . , 

Peier  Elting  \^'^''  ^^^"^ 

John  Wylley  J 

Ab""  Van  Gelder 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
George  Janeway 
James  Nicholson 


^Assist*-^ 


A  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  Lots  in  Queen  Street  praying 
fin  Ordinance  for  new  paving  the  said  Street  from  the  Fly  Market 
to  Rutger's  Street  was  read.  Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  an 
Ordinance  accordingly. 


790    American  Scenic  and  Histobic  Peeservation  Society: 

And  that  the  Surveyors  make  a  Survey  of  the  said  Street  & 
report  the  same  to  the  Board. 

Ordered  that  the  AW  &  Assist*  of  the  West  Ward  direct  a 
regulation  to  made  of  the  small  Street,  leading  from  the  Broad 
Way,  called  Oister  Pasty  Street  so  as  to  suit  the  late  Alteration 
made  in  the  pavement  of  the  Broad  Way. 

Ordered  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  provide  a  place  for 
the  Reception  of  the  fire  Engines,  Buckets  &^  formerly  depos- 
ited in  the  City  Hall  be  also  directed  to  provide  a  place  for  thei 
City  Watchmen. 


[203]    City  of 
ISTew  York  J 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Wed- 
nesday the  22'i  Day  of  April  1Y89 


Present/    James  Duane  Esq^  Mayor 


W°^  W  Gilbert 
Jerem*"  Wool 
Peter  Elting 
J ohn  Wylley 

Ab-^  Van  Gelder 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Geo.  Janeway 
Joseph  Pierson 


y^s(f'  Aid'' 


^Assist*^ 


Whereas  this  Board  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  very  great 
proportion  of  the  Citizens  are  earnestly  desirous  to  illuminate 
their  Houses  on  the  Evening  of  the  arrival  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  as  a  Testimony  of  their  Joy  on  that  interesting 
Event ;  and  that  Preparations  are  already  made  for  that  purpose 
It  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  citizens  to  illuminate  their 
Houses  from  the  Hour  of  seven  to  nine;  in  full  confidence  that 
every  Act  of  Violence  &  Disorder  will  be  avoided  and  the  utmost 
Attention  paid  to  guard  against  Accidents  by  fire :  And  it  is  hereby 
required  of  the  Constables  &  Marshalls  to  exert  the  utmost  Vigi- 
lance in  the  preservation  of  Peace  and  good  Order  and  that  all 


Twentieth  Annual  Report 


791 


good  Citizens  will  be  aiding'  therein:  And  it  is  further  recom- 
mended that  the  Bells  of  the  several  Churches  and  other  public 
Buildings  commence  ringing  on  the  Presidents  landing  and  con- 
tinue for  half  an  Hour. 

Ordered  that  M""  Mayor  issue  his  Warr^  on  the  Treasurer  to 
issued    pay  Gen^  MUcom  the  Sum  of  £16  to  procure  Gun  Powder 
for  the  Militia  on  the  Presidents  arrival  in  this  City. 


[204]    City  of 
New  York 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Mon- 
SS      day  the  27*^  Day  of  April  1789 


Present/    James  Duane  Esq'"  Mayor 

Richard  Varick  Esq'"  Recorder 


ISTich®  Bayard 
Jerem^  Wool 

W  Gilbert 
Peter  Elting 
John  Wylley 

Ab°^  Van  Gelder 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
James  Nicholson 
Joseph  Pierson 
George  Janeway 


^Esq'^  Aid" 


Assist*® 


M*"  Mayor  having  at  the  Request  of  the  Board  prepared  an 
Address  from  this  Corporation  to  be  presented  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  he  produced  the  same;  which  was  read  & 
agreed  to  by  the  B*^  as  follows  viz*. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States 

Sir. 

The  Mayor  Aldermen  &  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York 
beg  leave  to  offer  you  our  most  respectful  and  affectionate  Con- 
gratulations on  your  safe  arrival  in  this  Metropolis,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  express  the  general  Joy  of  our  fellow  Citizens  of 
every  Order  on  this  auspicious  Event 
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In  thus  presenting  ourselves  before  you  we  experience  all  the 
Emotions  v^^hich  naturally  arise,  from  a  high  veneration  for  your 
Character,  an  exhalted  Sense  of  your  Services,  and  a  perfect  con- 
viction that  a  Trust  the  most  momentuous  vphich  could  be  con- 
ferred by  a  free  People  has  been  committed  to  a  Citizen  who  has 
[205]  given  unequivocal  Proofs  of  his  possessing  all  the  good  and 
great  Qualities  requisite  to  it's  successful  Discharge. 

With  peculiar  Pleasure  Sir,  we  recall  to  mind  that  illustrious 
display  of  Wisdom  Virtue  and  Valour  which  distinguished  your 
military  Command:  With  equal  Pleasure  we  recollect  the  ex- 
emplary Moderation  which  marked  your  Retreat  from  the  head  of 
a  victorious  Army  to  the  Shade  of  private  Life.  Permit  us  to 
add  that  we  contemplate  with  pious  gratitude  that  unparelled 
coincidence  of  circumstances,  which  has  constrained  you,  by  mo- 
tives that  Patriotism  could  not  resist,  to  reingage  in  the  arduous 
Duties  of  a  public  Station. 

Long  in  the  habit  of  revering  you  as  the  Father  of  our 
Country,*  we  rejoice  at  the  happiness  of  being  once  more  placed 
under  your  Protection ;  we  consider  the  Unanimity,  which  pre- 
vailed in  your  Appointment,  as  a  presage  that  our  national  Gov- 
ernment will  be  firmly  established  in  the  Hearts  of  all  the  People 
and  receive  their  united  and  zealous  support,  and  we  are  fully 
persuaded  that,  under  the  Divine  Favour,  it's  operation  will  be 
productive  of  the  most  extensive  Benefits  and  Blessings,  and  ren- 
der the  Union  as  respectable  in  Peace  as,  under  your  Auspices, 
it  was  triumphant  in  War. 

To  our  most  fervant  Wishes  for  your  personal  Happiness  and 
for  the  Success  of  your  Administration  we  should  not  do  Justice, 
to  the  Sentiments  of  our  fellow  Citizens,  if  we  did  not  add  the 
[206]  strongest  Assurances  of  their  inviolable  Attachment  to  you 
and  of  their  earnest  Disposition  to  render  you  all  the  Support 
which  can  flow  from  the  most  cordial  Respect,  Gratitude  and 
Confidence. 

•  signed  in  behalf  of  the  Corporation 
Ja^  Duane  Mayor 


*  So  far  as  known  to  the  Editor,  this  is  the  first  application  of  the  title 
of  Father  of  our  Country  to  Washington. —  Ed. 
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Ordered  that  M""  Eecorder,  Aid"  Gilbert  &  M'^  Van  Gelder  wait 
on  the  President  to  know  when  and  where  he  will  be  pleased  to 
receive  the  said  Address. 

Whereas  this  Corporation  have  ingaged  their  Credit  for  Monies 
required  for  repairing  &  improving  the  City  Hall  to  as  great  an 
Amount  as  they  can  in  any  wise  justify  to  their  Constituents 
Resolved  that  this  Corporation  will  not  lend  their  Credit  for  any 
further  advances  of  Money  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  And  the 
Commissioners  for  superintending  the  said  Repairs  &  Improve- 
ments are  requested  to  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  deliver  to  one  of  the  said  Commissioners 
a  Copy  of  the  aforegoing  Resolution. 

A  Petition  from  the  *CorpoTation  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
for   a   Grant    of   certain   Water   Lots  at 
*Trinity  Church      the  ISTorth  River ;  was  read  &  referred  to 
Corporation  the  Aid"  &  Assist  of  the  West  Ward  & 

Aid"  Siting  &  M'-  Van  Zandt 

The  Committee  appointed  to  treat  with  M^  Holdran  about  the 
Powlus  Hook  Ferry  reported  that  he  would  on  a  Lease  for  six 
Years  give  £80  p"^  Annum  for  the  last  three  Years.  Whereupon 
the  B*^  determined  to  adhere  to  the  first  proposal  &  Ordered  that 
the  Clerk  prepare  a  Lease  to  him  for  three  Years  @  £50  per 
Annum. 
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r9n'7l    P'+     f  ")  .At  a  Common  Council  held  at  the 

Ne^  Yoikf^^  ^^^^^^  on'  Monday  the  4*1^  May 

1789 

Present/    James  Dtiane  Esq^  Mayor 

Richard  Varick  Esq^  Recorder 

W  Gilbert 
Jerem^  Wool  I  . 

John  Wylley  f  ^*! 

Peter  Elting 


Joseph  Pierson 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Geo.  Janeway 
Ab™  Van  Gelder 
John  Quackenbos 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 


>- Assist*® 


Ordered  that  Ald'^  Gilbert  &  Elting  &  M""  W  Van  Zandt  be  a 
Committee  to  examine  &  Audit  the  Acc*®  of  the  Commiss''®  of  the 
Alms  House  &  Bridewell  for  the  last  Quarter. 

M""  Mayor  &  the  Members  of  the  Board  proceeded  to  visit  the 
Several  Wards  of  the  two  Hovises  &  being  returned. 

Ald°  Gilbert  from  the  Committee  reported  that  they  had  exam- 
ined &  audited  the  Acc*®  of  the  Commiss""®  for  the  last  Quarter  & 
found  them  regular  &  to  amount  to  the  follow^  Sums  viz* 

The  Alms  House   £788  :  11  :  71/2 

The  Bridewell   144  :  14  :  4 

The  Commiss""®  then  delivered  in  an  Estimate  for  the  Alms 
House  for  the  ensuing  Quarter  amounting  to  £1200  which  was 
agreed  to  by  the  Board. 

Ordered  that  M"^  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*  on  the 
issued    Treasurer  to  pay  the  Commiss'^'®  the  said  Sum  accordingly. 

[208]  The  Commiss""®  represented  to  the  Board  the  necessity  of 
erecting  a  small  Building  to  serve  as  a  Store  for  the  use  of  the 
Alms  H^ 
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Ordered  that  Aid"  Wylley  &  Mess'^  T  Van  Zandt  &  Janeway 
be  a  Committee  to  advise  the  Commiss""®  as  to  the  Size  &  manner  of 
erecting  the  said  Store  &  the  proper  Place. 

The  Commiss''®  reported  that  Obadiah  Seaman  &  Jacob  Seaman 
two  of  the  Commissioners  had  declined  serving  longer  Whereupon 
the  Board  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  two  Commiss''®  in  their 
stead ;  and  Frederick  Stymets  &  Theophilus  Beekman  were 
appointed  accordingly. 

The  Board  took  into  consideration  the  present  System  of 
administering  to  &  attending  the  Sick  in  the  Alms  House,  And  it 
was  ordered  that  the  said  System  be  continued  the  ensuing  Quarter. 


[209]    City  of 
ISTew  Yorkj 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Wed- 
nesday the  13*^  Day  of  May  1789. 


Present/    James  Duane  Esq""  Mayor 


1 


ySscf^  Ald° 


J 


>  Assist*^ 


Jerem''  Wool 
John  Wylley 
W""  W  Gilbert 
Peter  Elting 

Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Joseph  Pierson 
George  Janeway 
John  Quaekenbos 
Ab"^'  Van  Gelder 
James  Nicholson 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 


M^  IMayor  &  the  Members  of  the  Corporation  with  their  proper 
Officers  having  waited  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  & 
presented  the  Address  of  this  Corporation,  He  was  pleased  to 
make  the  following  Answer  thereto  viz*. 

"  To  the  Mayor  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New 
York. 

Gentlemen 

The  affectionate  Address  presented  by  the  Magistrates  and 
the  general  Joy  testified  by  the  Citizens  of  New  York,  on  my 
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Arrival  in  this  Metropolis,  have  filled  my  Mind  with  the  mingled 
emotions  of  gratitude  and  satisfaction. 

In  accepting  the  momentous  Trust  which  has  heen  spontani- 
ously  committed  to  me  by  a  free  People;  it  was  not  enough  to 
have  felt  a  consciousness  of  having  acted  in  conformity  to  the 
dictates  of  Patriotism ;  it  was  not  enoitgh  to  have  known  that 
[210]  I  met  the  wishes  of  my  fellow  Citizens  but  it  seemed  that 
these  farther  Pledges  were  wanting  to  overcome  the  diffidence  I 
had  in  my  own  Abilities  and  the  Reluctance  I  experienced  at 
engaging  in  such  new  and  arduous  Alfairs 

Unelated  by  your  too  favorable  appreciation  of  my  past  Services, 
I  can  only  pour  forth,  the  effusions  of  a  grateful  Heart  to  Heaven, 
if  I  have  been  made  in  any  Degree  an  Instrument  of  good  to  my 
Country.  And  although  I  am  far  from  claiming  any  Merit  for  re- 
tiring in  the  manner  I  did  from  a  military  Command  tO'  the  Shade 
of  private  Life;  Yet  I  am  pleased  to  find  that  your  candor  has 
done  Justice  to  the  Principles  by  which  I  have  been  actuated  on 
the  present  Occasion.  No  circumstances  in  my  conception  can  be 
more  consolatory  to  a  public  Man,  especially  to  one  truly  sensible 
that  the  purest  Intentions  cannot  alwas  preserve  him  from  Error 
than  a  knowlege  that  his  Countrymen  are  disposed  to  consider  the 
Motives  for  his  Conduct  with  that  liberality  which  is  reciprocally 
necessary  for  all  who  are  subject  to  the  frailties  of  human  nature. 

In  this  place  I  cannot  avoid  expressing  an  anxious  apprehension 
that  the  partiality  of  my  Countrymen  in  my  favor  has  induced 
them  to  expect  too  much  from  the  exertions  [211]  of  an  Indi- 
vidual. It  is  from  their  co-operation  alone  I  derive  all  my 
expectations  of  Success.  Indeed  the  unanimity  which  has  pre- 
vailed in  some  Instances  is  a  happy  presage  that  our  national 
Government  will  be  firmly  established  in  the  hearts  of  the  People, 
and  receive  their  united  and  zealous  support  From  the  acomo- 
dating  spirit  which  has  been  displayed  in  respect  to  the  Consti- 
tition  I  anticipate  that  the  Government  will  in  its  operation 
be  productive  of  the  most  extensive  Utility,  by  rendering  the 
Union  as  respectable  in  Peace  as  it  was  tryumphant  in  War. 

I  feel  a  just  Sense  of  your  fervant  Wishes  for  my  personal 
happiness  and  the  Success  of  my  Administration.    I  pray  you 
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I  Gentlemen  to  accept  in  return  my  cordial  Thanks  for  these 
demonstrations  of  your  Aifection  as  well  as  for  the  assurances  you 
have  given  of  the  attachment  of  your  fellow  Citizens 

G°  Washington." 

■  The  Committees  to  whom  were  respectively  referred  the  Peti- 
tions for  the  regulation  and  paving  of  Water  Street  from  Pecks 
slip  to  James  Slip  —  William  Street  from  Fair  Street  to  Beek- 
man  Street  &  Greenwich  Street  from  Barclay  Street  to  Warren 
Street  reported  that  the  Prayers  thereof  ought  to  be  granted. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  the  Ordinances  accordingly. 
[212]  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of 
the  protestant  Episcopal  Church,  for  a  Grant  of  the  Soil  from 
High  to  low  Water  mark  &  thence  200  feet  into  the  River,  opposite 
to  their  Land  between  Chambers  Street  &  the  next  *adjacent 
Street  to  the  iSTorthv/ard,  reported  that  the  prayer  of 
■■Reade      the  Petition  ought  to  be  granted  reserving  a  Quit  Rent, 
Street       to  commence  at  the  expiration  of  twenty  one  Years, 
of  one  Shill^  per  foot  in  front ;  which  was  agreed 
I  to  by  the  Board. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  prepare  the  Draft  of  a  Grant  accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  the 
I  Butchers,  delivered  in  the  follow^  Report  which  was  read  &  agreed 
;  to  by  the  Board  viz*. 

"  That  in  their  opinion  the  Prayer  of  the  said  Petition  ought  to 
be  granted  that  is  to  say  that  all  Butchers  be  admitted  to  keep 
slaughter  Houses  North  of  Bayard  &  Fishers  Streets  —  that  they 
be  bound  under  a  penalty  to  keep  such  slaughter  Houses  Yards  & 
Streets  clean  &  free  from  any  disagreable  smell  or  nuisance  under 
severe  penalty  &  that  five  Persons  be  appointed  to  see  such  Regula- 
tions carried  into  execution  &  that  the  Butchers  pay  for  such 
Privilege  the  same  as  if  they  continued  to  slaughter  at  the 
Slaughter  House." 

[213]  Ordered  that  the  same  Committee  consult  M*"  Blanchard 
the  Lessee  of  the  Slaughter  House  on  the  Subject. 

On  reading  a  Petition  of  Peter  Mesier  for  payment  of  the  Sum 
appraised  to  him  for  his  Loss  of  Ground  by  the  late  alteration  & 
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Improvement  of  Greenwicli  Street    Ordered  that  Aid**  Gilbert 
&  Elting  &  M'^  W  Van  Zandt  be  a  Committee  to  treat  with 
Mesier  &  to  direct  the  Treasurer  in  making  a  settlement  with 
Mesier  and  that  the  balP®  due  from  Eliz*^  Mesier  for  the  Kent 
of  Powlus  Hook  Ferry  be  discounted  on  such  Settlement. 

On  a  Representation  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Alms  House 
that  the  Fund  arising  from  the  Tax  for  the  support  of  the  Poor 
is  exhausted  that  the  Commissioners  were  already  in  advance  for 
the  said  House  in  considerable  Sums  and  that  it  will  be  necessary 
to  provide  Monies  to  satisfy  those  Advances  &  to  procure  neces- 
saries for  the  said  House  until  the  Monies  can  be  raised  by  the 
ensuing  Tax 

Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  negociate  a  Loan 
on  the  Credit  of  this  Corporation  to  the  amount  of  £600  for  the 
use  of  the  Alms  House  and  that  the  same  be  repaid  out  of  the 
first  Monies  arising  from  the  ensuing  Tax  for  the  support  of  the 


[214]  Ordered  that  the  follow^  Persons  be  &  they  are  appointed 
fire  Men  of  this  City  viz*. 

Ebenezer  C  Kilburne  to  Engine  'N°  15  vice  Alex"^  Hosack 


Thomas  Stevenson  to  Hook  &  Ladder  Company  IST''  1  vice 
Edward  Lowrier  resigned 

Samuel  Sneeden  Garret  Debow  &  Robert  Roberts  to  the  same 
Company  vice  Anthony  Abramse  Jacob  Abramse  &  Thomas  Under- 
bill removed  from  the  City 

John  Simmons  to  Engine  IST^  6  vice  Thomas  Campbell  resigned. 
David  Ackerman  to  Engine  IST*'  14  vice  Thomas  Lincoln 
displaced. 

John  I  Bogert  to  Engine  N*'  14  vice  Samuel  Johnston  deceased. 
Cornelius  Sebring  to  Engine  IST"  14  vice  John  Kiersted  resigned. 


Poor 


Assize  of  Bread 
Wheat  Flour  46/ 
p""  bar^Ryel6/ 


A  loaf  of  inspected  superfine  Wheat  Flour 
to  weigh  2^''  1^/2°^  for  sixpence  A  Loaf  of 
Rye  Flour  to  weigh  l^''  8°^  for  3d. 


resigned. 
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Isaac  Cock  to  Engine  IST"  12  vice  Jolin  Segar  resigned. 

The  Clerk  produced  the  follo"^^  Laws  or  Ordinances  which  were 


"  A  Law  for  the  Regulation  &  paving  of  all  that  part  of  Queens 
Street  which  lies  between  the  Fly  Market  &  Rutgers  Street  " 

"  A  Law  for  the  Regulation  &  paving  of  Barclay  Street " 

"  A  Law  for  the  Regulation  &  paving  of  little  Dock  Street  & 
front  Street  from  Coenties  Slip  to  the  old  Slip." 

[215]  Ordered  that  M*"  Mayor  issue  his  Warr*®  on  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  the  follow^  Persons  the  follow^  Sums  in  full  of  their 
respective  Acc*^  viz* 

Adolph  Waldron  for  Repairs  to  the 
issued       Ferry  House  Wharfs     at  Brooklyn      £96  :  14  :  — 


respectively  read  &  passed  viz*. 


issued 


Isaac  Meade  for  erecting  an  Engine^ 
House  near  the  City  Hall  ( 


25  :  —  :  — 


issued 


Joseph  Beck  for  sweeping  Chimnies  at 
the  Goal  &  Bridewell  


2  : 


8  :  9 


issued 


John  Gilbert  for  so  much  recov*^  agt 
him  by  John  Hunt  for  Gun  Powder 
stolen  out  of  the  Magazine  


9  :  10  :  9 


issued 


Sam^  Maghee  &  John  Somerindyk  for 
Repairs  to  the  public  Wells  & 
Pumps  in  the  Out  Ward.  .  .  .,  


J 


3  : 


3  : 


6 


issued 


W"^  Sloo  to  be  by  him  paid  to  the  sev- 
eral Constables  &  Marshalls  for  con- 
vey^ Vagrants  to  Bridewell  from  the 
1«*  feby  to  the  1^*  May  Inst  


19  :  16  :  — 


800    Ameeican  Scenic  and  Historic  Peeseeyation  Society 


Isaac  Stoutenburgh  for  paving  in  front 
of  Joseph  Baldwin's  Lot  £4  :  17  :  1 
tbe  Widow  Baldwin's  Lot  10  :  6  :- 
71/2  &  John  Deys  Lot  £27  : 17  :  lli/s 
to  be  charged  to  tbem  respectively  & 
deducted  out  of  the  appraisement 
issued  made  for  their  respective  Losses  by  54 
the  late  alteration  of  Greenwich 
Street  And  also  the  following  Sums 
for  paving  in  front  of  the  Lots  of 
Eleanor  Marschalk  £5:9:9  & 
Bernardus  Van  De  Water  £5  :  10  : 
who  are  poor  &  cannot  pay .... 

Daniel  Parker  Clerk  of  the  late  Elec- 
issued       tion  in  the  S*'  Ward   £3 


11/2 


4  :  — 


[216]    City  of 

ISTew  York^ 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Mon- 
day the  25*^  May  1789. 


Present/    James  Duane*  Mayor 

Peter  Elting 
Jerem'^  Wool 
John  Wylley 
Wiir  W  Gilbert 

John  Quackenbos 
Ab"  Van  Gelder 
Geo.  Janeway 
James  JSTicholson 
Joseph  Pierson 


Aid 


1 


-Assist^® 


Ordered  that  Ald°  Gilbert  Elting  &  Wylley  &  Mess'"  Janeway 
&  W.  Van  Zandt  be  a  Committee  to  survey  the  City  Hall  &  report 
to  the  Board  what  remains  necessary  to  be  done  to  it  with  an 
Estimate  of  the  Expence. 


*  The  customary  title  of  "  Esqr  "  is  omitted  from  this  date  until.  Septem- 
ber 16,  1789,  when  it  is  resumed. —  Editor. 
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A  Petition  of  Peter  Merselius  pray^  tliat  his  Son  Theopliilus 
may  be  appointed  a  fire  Man  to  Engine  N°  15  agreable  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Company  was  read.  Resolved  that  the 
same  cannot  be  complied  with. 

An  Estimate  of  the  Expence  of  paving  Little  Dock  Street  with 
an  Assessm*  of  the  same  was  read  &  ratified  by  the  Board. 

Ordered  that  John  Stagg  be  appointed  to  receive  the  Monies 
mentioned  in  the  said  Estimate  &  to  superintend  the  paving  of 
the  said  Street. 

Ordered  that  Mess""^  Janeway  &  W  Van  Zandt  be  a  standing 
Committee  from  time  to  time  to  view  the  public  Roads  &  to  give 
the  [217]  Superiutendants  of  the  Roads  such  Directions  as  to  the 
Repairs  as  they  shall  judge  necessary 

Garret  Abeel  &  John  Marston  Assessors  of  the  North  Ward 
having  given  the  Board  satisfactory  Reasons  for  their  not  serving 
in  the  said  Office. 

Ordered  that  an  Election  be  held  in  the  said  Ward  at  the  House 
of  Charles  Gardner  on  the  2^  Day  of  June  next  of  two  Assessors  in 
their  stead. 

A  Petition  for  the  Regulation  of  Murray  Street  was  read  & 
postponed  until  the  continuation  of  Greenwich  Street  be  com- 
pleated  and  in  the  mean  time  it  was  ordered  that  the  Ald°  & 
Assist^  of  the  Ward  direct  a  Bulkhead  to  be  placed  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Street. 

On  a  Reconsideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  agreed 
to  at  the  last  Meeting  on  the  Petition  of  the  Rector  and  Inhabitants 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  for  a  Grant  of  certain  Water 
Lots  It  was  ordered  that  the  Quit  Rent  mentioned  in  the  said 
Report  to  commence  at  the  expiration  of  22  Years  do  not  com- 
mence until  after  the  expiration  of  forty  two  Years 

The  Clerk  pursuant  to  order  brought  in  the  follow"  Ordinances 
which  were  read  &  passed  viz*. 

"  A  Law  to  regulate  &  pave  William  Street  from  Fair  Street  to 
Beekman  Street " 

20 
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A  Law  for  the  paving  of  King  George  Street  " 

A  Law  for  tlie  paving  of  Water  Street  from  Pecks  Slip  to  S* 
James  Slip." 

"  A  Law  to  regulate  Chatham  Street  from  S*  James  Street  to 
Division  Street." 

r9lS1    O'-Hr  -f  ")  At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Priday 

Ne^  York[ ^'"^  '^'''^^ 

Present/    James  Duane  Mayor 


W""  W  Gilbert 
John  Wylley 
Nich®  Bayard 
J erem^  Wool 
Peter  Elting 

Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 
Ja^  Nicholson 
Ab""  Van  Gelder 


^Ald" 


>- Assist''® 


Philip  Ruckle  laborer  admitted  &  sworn  a  freeman  of  this  Citj. 

A  Return  of  the  Election  held  in  the  l^orth  Ward  pursuant  to 
the  order  of  the  last  Meeting  of  two  Assessors  was  read  from 
which  it  appears  that  John  Turner  &  James  Christie  were  duly 
elected. 

Ordered  that  Frederick  Devoe  be  appointed  a  fire  Man  of  this 
City  to  Engine  IST"  1  vice  John  Buskirk  removed 

A  Petition  of  the  proprietors  of  Lots  in  Water  Street  from  Pecks 
Slip  to  Beekmans  Slip  praying  that  the  said  Street  may  be  regu- 
lated &  paved  was  read  &  referred  to  Ald°  Wylley  &  Mess^®  T 
Van  Zandt  &  M""  Janeway. 

Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  pay  off  (as  the  Circumstances  of  the 
Revenue  fund  will  admit)  the  Bond  of  the  Estate  of  Middleton 
dec^  &  one  of  the  Bonds  of  Sam^  Guilford  against  this  Corporation. 

[219]  A  Petition  of  Dennis  M'^Guire  proprietor  of  the  small 
Farm  formerly  belonging  to  Anderson  at  the  4  Mile  Stone  pray^ 
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that  the  sale  of  the  Common  Lands  immediately  adjoining  the 
said  Earm  may  be  stayed  until  the  Lines  of  the  Turtle  Bay  Patent, 
of  which  the  said  Farm  is  parcel  can  be  run  out  &  ascertained; 
was  read  &  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Sale  of  the  Common 
Lands  to  take  order. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  treat  with  JVC  Blanchard  on  the 
Subject  of  the  Slaughter  House  reported  "  that  the  Committee  can- 
not agTee  to  the  propositions  of  M"^  Blanchard  and  that  it  is  the 
Opinion  of  the  Committee  that  M"^  Blanchard  doth  not  intend 
to  come  to  a  Settlement  with  this  Board  in  an  amicable  manner 
as  was  proposed  but  that  he  wants  to  lead  the  Board  into  some 
Error  to  take  advantage  thereof.  The  Committee  are  therefore 
of  Opinion  that  the  Ordinance  intended  to  permit  the  Butchers 
to  Slaughter  at  their  own  Houses  North  of  Bayard  &  Fisher 
Streets  be  postponed  until  Feb^  next  when  the  Lease  to  M.^ 
Blanchard  of  the  Slaughter  House  will  expire."  which  was  agreed 
to  by  the  Board. 

Ordered  that  the  Warr^  on  the  Treasurer  in  favor  of  Isaac 
Mead  for  erecting  a  fire  Engine  House  near  the  City  Hall  be  paid 
out  of  the  Revenue  Fund  and  replaced  out  of  the  conting^  Fund. 

[220]  Ordered  that  an  Election  be  held  on  Thursday  the  11th 
Inst*  at  Pecks  Slip  Market  in  Montgomerie  Ward  of  an  Assessor 
in  the  place  of  James  Watson  who  is  indisposed  &  of  a  Constable 
in  the  place  of  Thomas  White  dec*^. 

Ordered  that  the  Ald°  &  Assist*  of  the  North  Ward  direct  the 
Kennel  leading  from  the  Bridewell  to  be  so  made  as  to  prevent 
the  Nuisance  in  the  Street  from  the  filthy  Water  running  out  of 
the  Bridewell  Yard. 

Ordered  that  the  Ald°  &  Assist*  of  the  West  Ward  view  the 
upper  part  of  ^Greenwich  Street,  where  it  is 
*between  Chamber    intended  to  grant  to  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
&  Eeade  Streets        Church  the  Water  Lot  by  them  petitioned  for, 

and  report  to  the  Board  the  manner  in  which 
the  Street  is  to  be  made. 

Whereas  the  Proprietors  of  the  Water  Lot  adjoining  the  East 
side  of  Burlings  Slip,  have  neglected  to  make  &  erect  the  Wharf 
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or  pier  on  the  East  of  tlie  said  Slip,  agreable  to  the  Covenants 
contained  in  their  Grant  from  this  Corporation  for  the  said  Water 
Lot,  whereby  the  same  is  become  a  common  receptacle  for  Filth  & 
Dirt  &  the  said  Slip  rendered  in  a  great  Measure  useless  as  a 
Harbor  for  Boats  &  Vessels  trading  to  this  City  to  the  great 
Prejudice  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  neighborhood  in  particular  & 
of  the  City  in  general. 

Therefore  resolved  that  M"^  Cozine  as  attorney  of  this  Corpora- 
tion be  requested  to  proceed  against  the  said  Proprietors  for  the 
said  Breach  of  the  said  Covenant  contained  in  the  said  Grant  in 
such  Manner  as  he  shall  deem  proper  &  the  Law  will  warrant 

Ordered  that  M"^  Mayor  issue  his  Warrants  on  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  the  follow^  Persons  the  follow^  Sums  in  full  of  their  re- 
spective Acc^^ 

Herman  Stout  Clerk  of  the  late  Election 

in  the  South  Ward   £3  :  10 

Whitehead  Eish  &  George  F.  Dominick| 

for  the  like  in  the  Out  Ward  j 

Thomas  Gilbert  for  the  like  in  Dock  W^         2  :  8 

John  T  Duryee  D*^  D^  .  .  2  :  14 

Peter  Van  Zandt.  .  .  .D°  East  W^         3  :  10 

issued<!  Isaac  L  Kip  D°  D^  .  .  3  :  10 

John  W  Gilbert  D°  West  W^  3:12 

Gerrit  Gilbert  .....  .D°  D°.  .  .  3  :  12 

Erancis  Child  D°  N°W<i..  4  :  4 

John  I  Eoome  D°  D°.  .  .  4:0 

James  Bogert  D^  .  .Montg^  W^         2  :  16 

John  Taylor  D**  D°.  .  .  2:16 

Edward  Blagge  D°  D^  .  .  2  :  16 

John  Moore  for  erecting  a  Eence  at  the 

issued       Eerry  House  at  Brooklyn  

Joshua  Levy  for  the  hire  of  his  Store  for 

issued       a  Watch  House  

Einier  Skaats  City  Marshall  for  1  Q"" 


£3 
4 


6  :  16  :  — 


11  :  5  :  — 


-I  A 


Twentieth  Annual  Report 


805 


r  J  &  A  M'^Lean  for  printing  

issued^  Shepherd  Kollock  for  the  like  

L  Francis  Childs  for  the  like  

Benj*  Garrison  for  Boards  fc*^  for  the| 
issued       Ferry  House  at  Brooklyn  j 

Jn°   Housman   for   paint^  Watchmen  | 
issued       Caps  ^ 

issued    Overseers  of  Wells  &  Pumps  East  W*^ 

issued  d^  d«  d"*  W*  W^ 


5 
7 
18 


17 
11 
1 


6  :  11  :  9 

1  :  16  :  — 
2  :   8  :  6 
10  :  18  :  — 


[222]    City  of 
New  York 


SS 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Wed- 
nesday the  10^"^  Day  of  June  1789 


Present/    James  Duane  Esq'  Mayor 


W  Gilbert 
Jerem''  Wool 
Peter  Elting 
J  ohn  Wylley 

Ab'"  Van  Gelder 
John  Quackenbos 
Wyn*  Van  Zandt 
Geo.  Janeway 
Ja^  Nicholson 


I^Ald'^ 


J 
1 

^Assist*^ 


Ordered  that  Ald°  Elting-  &  Mess'"^  Nicholson  &  W  Van  Zandt 
be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  the  Representatives  of  this  City 
in  the  Legislature  of  this  State  on  the  most  eligible  Measures  of 
obtaining  from  the  State  for  the  use  of  this  City  the  lands  at 
the  Fort  &  Battery  &  Nutten  Island  And  also  on  the  Subject  of 
providing  by  Lottery  or  otherwise  Monies,  beyond  what  are  alrea 
directed  to  be  raised  by  Tax,  to  defray  the  Expenees  of  the  im- 
provements &  Repairs  to  the  City  Hall. 

On  reading  a  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  Lots  &  Houses  in 
Water  Street  from  Pecks  Slip  to  S*  James  Slip  Ordered  that  the 
Ordinance  lately  passed  for  paving  the  said  Street  be  suspended 
until  the  further  order  of  this  Board. 
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Petitions  for  paving  Water  Street  from  Burlings  Slip  to  Beek-|j 
mans  Slip  &  Beekmans  Street  from  from  Gold  Street  to  Queens! 
Street  were  [223]  read  &  referred  to  the  same  Committee  on  j 
the  Petition  for  paving  Water  Street  from  Beekmans  Slip  toj 
Pecks  Slip.  I 

M"^  Mayor  reported  to  the  Board  that  he  had  received  for  330 1 
Tavern  Licences  granted  by  him  between  the  first  Day  of  March' 
1788  &  the  first  Day  of  March  last  at  30/  each  the  Sum  of  £495j! 
&  that  the  same  is  ready  for  such  Disposition  as  the  Board  shall  jl 
direct  l| 

Ordered  that  M""  Mayor  retain  out  of  the  said  Money  six  Shill-  ■ 
ings  on  each  Licence  being  so  much  allowed  to  him  by  this  Board 
as  usual  for  performing  the  Duties  of  his-  Office  as  Mayor  &  that 
he  pay  the  like  Sum  on  each  Licence  to  the  Clerk  of  this  Board 
for  his  Services  &  the  Residue  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  City  for  | 
the  use  of  this  Corporation. 

M'"  Mayor  also  laid  before  the  Board  Acc^^  of  Pees  by  him  re- 
ceived as  Clerk  of  the  Market  from  the  1'*  feb^  1787  to  the  31«* 
Jan''  1788  amounting  (after  deducting  Ab'"  Van  Gelders  &  Binier 
Skaats  allowance  for  collect"  to  the  Sum  of  £580  :  15/  of  which 
M"^  Mayors  Moiety  is  £290  :  7  :  6  Also  from  the  1^*  feb^  1788  to 
1^*  feby  1789  amount^  (after  deduct^  as  aforesaid)  to  £584  :  0/  6*^ 
of  which  M"^  Mayors  Moiety  is  £292/  &  3*^  And  from  Certifi- 
cates of  the  auditing  Committee  (which  were  also  produced)  it 
appears  that  M"^  Mayor  had  paid  the  other  Moiety  of  the  Amount 
of  said  the  said  Fees  for  the  said  two  Years  into  the  Treasury 
of  this  City  for  the  use  of  this  Corporation 

[224]  A  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  Lots  in  Chestnut  Street 
(covering  Release  from  sundry  Persons  to  this  Corporation  of 
their  Right  to  the  Ground  which  forms  the  said  Street  Also  a 
Release  from  Evert  Bancker  to  this  Corporation  of  part  of  a  Lot 
across  which  the  said  Chestnut  'Street  passes  into  Bancker  Street) 
praying  an  Ordinance  for  paving  the  said  Street  was  read  &  re- 
ferred to  the  same  Committee  as  above. 

The  Persons  appointed  to  make  an  Estimate  &  assessment  of 
the  regulating  &  paving  of  William  Street  from  Fair  Street  to 
Beekman  Street  delivered  in  the  same  which  was  ratified  by  the 
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Board  And  John  Stagg  was  appointed  to  receive  tlie  Money  & 
to  superintend  &  direct  the  paving  of  the  said  Street. 

On  reading  a  Letter  from  the  Treasurer  Ordered  that  he  pay 
off  the  Bond,  from  this  Corporation  to  Isaac  Sears  dec*^  assigned 
to  Thomas  Ten  Eycl^,  as  the  state  of  the  Revenue  Fund  shall 
permit. 

On  reading  a  Petition  of  Peter  Webbers  confined  in  Goal  as  a 
Delinquent  Collector  of  Taxes  setting  forth  the  indigency  &  dis- 
tress of  his  Wife  &  Children 

Ordered  that  they  be  permitted  to  go  into  the  Alms  House  & 
that  the  Keeper  receive  them  accordingly. 

[225]  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of 
Gozen  Eyersen  &  a  Letter  from  the  Treasurer  delivered  in  the 
following  Report  which  was  read  &  agreed  to  by  the  Board  viz* 

That  the  Llouse  mentioned  in  the  said  Petition  stands  in  front 
of  Lambert  Moore's  Lot  at  the  Whitehall  and  is  an  infringement 
on  the  Covenants  made  with  M'^  Moore  and  ought  to  be  removed 
—  that  Gozen  Ryerson  built  the  said  House  by  consent  of  M^ 
Moore  and  M"*  Matthews  then  Mayor  at  his  own  Expence  Where- 
fore it  appears  reasonable  to  your  Committee  that  M.'"  Ryersen 
be  permitted  to  remove  the  said  Building  leaving  the  Wharf  & 
paying  to  the  Corporation  five  Pounds  for  the  Window  Glass 
Bricks      which  are  added  to  the  Building. 

That  the  Treasurer  informed  your  Committee  that  M"^  Ryersen 
objected  to  pay  the  second  and  third  Years  Rent  of  the  Ferry  to 
staten  Island  —  that  your  Committee  have  enquired  the  Cause  of 
such  refusal  of  M"*  Ryersen  who  saith  that  he  did  occupy  the  said 
Ferry  for  four  Years  as  stated  by  the  Treasurer,  that  he  only 
agreed  to  pay  twenty  Pounds  for  the  first  &  last  Year  each  and 
that  the  second  &  third  Year  were  not  agreed  for  and  therefore 
supposed  himself  not  bound  to  pay  for  that  period  Your  Com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  M""  Ryersen  ought  to  pay  for  the  full 
four  Years 

Jerem**  Wool 

June  10*''  1789.  Peter  Elting. 


808    Amebic AK  Scekic  and  Historic  Peeseevatiost  Society 

[226]  Tlie  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Memorial  of 
Jeremiah  Stone  made  the  following  Report  which  was  read  & 
agreed  to  by  the  Board 

"Altho'  it  appears  to  your  Committee  that  Jeremiah  Stone  did 
agree  with  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Corporation  in  March 
1785  to  finish  &  Repair  the  House  in  front  of  Moor's  Wharf  at 
his  own  expence  and  pay  therefor  an  annual  Rent  of  twenty  five 
Pounds;  it  also  appears  that  Ml^  Stone  has  been  a  great  sufferer 
in  this  House  from  its  situation  by  Storms  &  other  casual  Acci- 
dents Your  Committee  are  therefore  of  Opinion  that  M'^'  Stone 
ought  to  have  an  abatement  made  him  of  one  Years  Rent. 

Peter  Elting 
Jerem^  Wool " 

Ordered  that  Ald^  Wylley  &  Elting  &  M""  Nicholson  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  report  a  Plan  for  conveying  the  filthy  Water  from  thef 
Alms  House  Goal  &  Bridewell  with  an  Estimate  of  the  Expence. 
And  that  Ald°  Gilbert  &  Mess"^^  Van  Gelder  and  Janeway  be  a 
Committee  to  report  a  Plan  for  enclosing  the  Ground  in  front 
of  the  Alms  House  &  putting  it  into  Grass  &  planting  Trees 
therein  with  an  Estimate  of  the  Expence 


[227]    City  of  K 
J^ew  York  I 

Present/    James  Duanc  JM.nyor 

W  Gilbert 
Jerem'^  Wool 
Peter  Elting 
Nich^  Bayard 
John  Wylley 

Ja®  Nicholson 
Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Ab'"  Van  Gelder 
Jos.  Pierson 
Geo.  Janeway 


At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Thurs- 
day June  18*^  1789. 


^Ald'' 


>•  Assist*^ 


A  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  Lots  in  Roosevelt,  Cherry  & 
Water  Streets  on  the  Subject  of  opening  a  Street,  through  the 
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Ground  of  Tho^  White  &  Dan^  Latham,  from  Cherry  to  Water 
Street  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Ald"^  &  Assist  of  Montgomerig 
the  ]STorth  &  the  Out  Wards. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Eeade  Street  praying  a  Reg- 
ulation thereof  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Ald°  &  Assist  of  the 
West  Ward. 

A  Return  of  the  Election  lately  held  in  Montgomerie  Ward  of 
an  Assessor  in  the  place  of  James  Watson  &  of  a  Constable  in  th|e! 
place  of  Tho®  White  dec^  was  read  from  which  it  appears  that 
Gerard  Walton  had  a  Majority  of  Votes  for  Assessor  &  Joseph 
Danielson  a  plurality  of  Votes  for  Constable 

A  Petition  of  Lawrence  Johnson  &  [228]  others  complaining 
"  that  the  Poll  was  opened  after  ten  O'Clock  and  closed  at  twelve 
O'clock  the  same  Day  —  that  it  has  been  customary  to  keep  the 
Poll  open  at  a  time  of  Day  when  Mechanicks  &  other  Electors 
could  best  attend  without  leaving  their  Work  &  not  be  deprived 
of  that  privilege  without  in  some  Measure  injuring  themselves," 
and  praying  "  that  another  Day  may  be  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose," Avas  read. 

Whereupon  the  Question  was  put  Whether  the  Reasons  assigned 
in  the  said  Petition  (supposing  the  same  to  be  true)  are  such  as 
ought  to  set  the  said  Election  aside  "  &  carried  in  the  ISTegative. 

Whereupon  the  said  Return  was  approved  by  the  Board. 

A  Petition  of  George  Seal,  who  by  an  order  of  this  Board  of 
the  25th  of  feb^  last  was  displaced  from  his  Office  of  one  of  the 
firemen  of  this  City,  praying  to  be  reinstated  in  his  said  Office, 
together  with  a  Certificate  subscribed  by  all  the  Members  of  the 
s*^  Company  setting  forth  his  usefulness  in  the  Company  and  that, 
on  his  making  satisfactory  concessions  to  the  Board  for  his  mis- 
conduct towards  the  Magistrate,  it  is  their  Wish  that  he  be  rein- 
stated, were  respectively  read. 

[229]  And  the  said  George  Seal  having  made  satisfactory  Con- 
cessions for  his  misconduct  &  a  promise  to  conduct  himself  with 
propriety  in  future. 

Ordered  that  he  be  reinstated  accord^^^ 
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A  Petition  of  Margaret  Livingston  praying  a  further  Grant  of 
the  Soil  under  Water  in  the  East  River  was  read  &  referred  to 
Aid"  Wylley  &  M"^  Janeway. 

The  Estimate  &  Assessment  for  paving  Queen  Street  from  the 
Fly  Market  to  Pecks  Slip  -was  read  &  ratified  by  the  Board  And 
John  Stagg  v^as  appointed  to  receive  the  Monies  from  the  several 
Persons  named  in  the  said  Estimate  &  to  superintend  the  paving 
of  the  said  Street. 

A  Petition  from  the  ISTeighborhood  of  the  Exchange  praying  the 
Aid  of  the  Corporation  in  the  finishing  of  the  Market  House  lately 
erected  there  at  the  Expence  of  the  Neighbourhood  w^as  read  and 
thereupon 

Resolved  that  this  Board  grant  the  Sum  of  £15  tov^^ards  finish- 
issued  to  ing  the  s*^  Market  House  And  that  M'^'  Mayor  issue 
Ald'^  Wool    his  Warr*  on  the  Treasurer  to  pay  it  accordingly. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  make  out  Leases  to  W™  Snyder  for  Lot 
1^°  113  in  Chatham  Street  for  21  Years  from  1^*  May  1Y87  at 
£6  per  Annum  Rent  And  to  Geo.  Janeway  &  Jn°  Walters  as 
Executors  and  for  the  use  of  Peter  Burgehers  Estate  for  Lot  IST" 
119  for  21  Years  from  1^*  May  1783  &  Lot  N«  101  for  the  like 
term  from  1^*  May  1787  at  the  Rent  of  £4  p"^  Ann™  for  each  Lot 

[230]  The  Committee  appointed  to  survey  the  City  Hall  & 
report  what  remained  necessary  to  be  done  towards  it's  completion 
with  an  Estimate  of  the  Expence  made  a  Report  on  the  Subject. 

Whereupon  resolved  that  an  application  be  made  to  the  Bank  of 
New  York  for  a  loan  of  the  further  Sum  of  £2000.  and  that  the 
Directors  of  the  Bank  be  informed  that  this  Board,  on  a  full  and 
careful  Investigation  of  the  Subject  and  an  Estimate  of  the  Ex- 
pence,  have  reason  to  believe  this  Sum  will  be  competent  to  the 
completion  of  the  Repairs  &  Improvements  to  the  City  Hall. 

Ordered  that  the  same  Committee  communicate  the  aforegoing 
Resolution  to  the  Directors  of  the  Bank. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  &  report  on  the  pro- 
priety of  a  Drain  to  convey  the  fifthy  Water  from  the  Goal  Alms 
House  &  Bridewell  to  the  North  River  delivered  in  the  follow^ 
Report  viz*. 
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"  That  in  their  Opinion  such  a  Drain  is  very  necessary  and 
will  be  of  public  Utility  to  carry  off  the  I^uisance  (occasioned 
by  Urine)  from  the  said  Buildings  That  the  most  eligible  place 
to  lay  this  Drain  is  in  front  of  the  Buildings  outside  of  the  Fence 
from  the  East  Corner  of  the  Goal  in  a  straight  Direction  to  Mur- 
ray Street  and  along  Murray  Street  to  the  l^orth  River  —  two 
Conductors  &  [231]  one  Reservoir  will  be  necessary  at  the  Goal 
and  one  Reservoir  &  one  Conductor  at  the  Bridewell  to  empty 
into  the  main  drain  the  Drain  &  Conductors  to  be  ten  Inches  in 
the  clear,  the  Reservoirs  seven  feet  square  all  made  of  yellow  Pine 
free  any  sap  &  the  tops  cross  covered  —  the  main  Drain  will  be 
about  two  thousand  feet  long  &  the  Conductors  about  one  hundred 
&  thirty  feet  each  the  Materials  &  Carpenters  Work  of  this  De- 
sign will  cost  about  one  one  hundred  &  twenty  Pounds,  the  dig- 
ging covering  to  be  done  by  the  Prisoners  confined  to  hard 
labor;  which  your  Committee  submit  to  the  Board. 

John  Wylley 
Peter  Eltiug 
Ja^  Nicholson  " 

Ordered  that  the  Surveyors  be  directed  to  increase  the  Width 
of  the  *  middle  Road  running  through  the  Com- 
*  Manhattan    mon  Lands  20  feet  that  is  to  say  10  feet  on  each 
Avenue  side  &  that  the  same  be  marked  on  the  Map  & 

deducted  from  the   quantity   contained   in  the 

several  Lots. 

by  an  Order  of  the  IT*'^  July  this  order  is  changed  See  P  246.1 

t  The  above  paragraph  is  written  in  the  margin  of  the  original.  Page  246 
refers  to  the  original  volume  and  is  not  reached  in  this  instalment  of  print. — 
Editor. 
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[9^91    P'+     -f  ")  At  a  Common  Council  held  on  Wed- 

I^ew  Yorkj  ^^^^^^       ^'^''^  '^"""^  ^^^^ 

Present/    James  Duane  Mayor 


W  Gilbert 
Jerem^  Wool 
John  Wylley 
Peter  Elting 

Wynant  Van  Zandt 
Ab"*  Van  Gelder 
Ja®  JSTicholson 
Geo.  Janeway 
Tobias  Van  Zandt 


^Ald'^ 


>- Assist*^ 


M^"  Mayor  laid  before  the  Board  a  Copy  of  a  Report  of  a  joint 
Committee  of  the  Senate  &  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  appointed  to  view  the  Rooms  in  the  City  Hall,  in  vfhich 
they  report  "  That  the  tvs^o  Rooms  on  the  first  floor  in  the  south-i 
vpest  angle  of  the  said  Hall  are  not  necessary  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  Congress  and  that  the  Mayor  of  the  City  be  notified 
thereof,  that  the  said  Rooms  may  be  occupied  by  such  Persona 
as  the  Corporation  may  employ  to  take  charge  of  the  Building." 

Thereupon  resolved  that  Rinier  Skaats  be  employed  to  take  the 
Charge  of  the  City  Hall  &  that  he  occupy  the  said  two  Rooms 
accordingly. 

Ordered  that  one  of  the  Windows  of  the  said  Rooms  be  con-' 
verted  into  a  Door  And  that  Conductors  be  fixed  on  the  City  Hall 
to  prevent  the  Danger  from  Lightning.  And  that  Mess'^'®  T  Van 
Zandt  ISTicholson  &  Janeway  be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose. 

[233]  Ordered  that  M""  T  Van  Zandt  &  M'"  Janeway  make  a 
Return  to  this  Board  of  the  Materials  &  Articles  remain^  at  the 
City  Hall  &  that  they  cause  them  to  be  collected  &  deposited  in 
some  safe  Place. 

On  reading  a  Letter  from  the  Commiss""®  of  the  Alms  House, 
representing  the  State  of  the  Alms,  House  &  the  absolute  necessity 
of  £300  being  immediately  provided  to  procure  necessaries. 
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Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  negociate  a  Loan  on 
the  Credit  of  this  Board  to  the  amount  of  that  Sum  for  the  above) 
Purpose  to  be  paid  out  of  the  first  Monies  arising  from  the  ensu- 
ing Tax  for  the  support  of  the  Poor. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Fly  Market 
complain^  of  the  daily  obstruction  in  the  Street  by  the  standing 
a  great  part  of  every  Day  of  the  Carts  belonging  to  the  Persons' 
who  attend  the  Fly  Market  with  Vegitables  &^  for  sale  was  read; 
&  referred  to  the  Ald°  &  Asst*  of  the  Dock  &  the  Ass*  of  the  East 
Ward. 

A  Petition  of  a  great  number  of  the  Inhabitants  complaining 
of  that  part  of  the  Law,  for  regulating  the  public  Markets,  which 
confines  the  privilege  of  selling  Meat  in  joint  or  in  pieces  to 
licensed  Butchers  &  to  Country  People  actually  occupying  Farms 
by  themselves  their  Agents  or  Servants;  &  praying  that  the  said 
Law  in  that  respect  may  be  repealed ;  was  read  &  referred  to  the 
Ald°  of  the  West,  South,  &  North  Wards  &  the  Assist®  of  thej 
East  &  Montgomerie  Wards. 

[234]  A  Petition  of  some  of  the  Proprietors  in  John  &  Gold 
Streets  pray^  for  a  new  Eegiilation  of  the  said  Streets  was  read  &I 
referred  to  the  Aid"  &  Assist  of  the  North  &  the  Assist*^®  of  the 
East  &  Montgomerie  Wards. 

A  Petition  of  JSTich^  Bogert  Henry  Eoome  &  others  setting  ^'  that 
the  Neighborhood  by  subscription  raised  a  Sum  of  Money  to  pur- 
chase the  Lot  of  Ground  where  the  Oswego  Market  is  erected  ■ — 
that  the  Monies  raised  fell  short  of  the  Sum  I'equired  for  which 
the  Petitioners  gave  their  Bond  ■ —  that  there  remains  due  on  the 
said  Bond  the  Sum  of  £50  for  which  a  Suit  is  commenced  ag*^' 
some  of  the  Petitioners  "  &  praying  the  Aid  of  the  Corporation 
in  discharging  the  said  Debt  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Aid"*  & 
Assist®  of  the  North  &  Montgomerie  Wards. 

A  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  Lots  in  Beaver  Lane  pray^ 
that  the  same  may  be  regulated ;  was  read  &  referred  to  the  Aid" 
&  Assist  of  the  West  Ward. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  in  Rutgers  Street  for  permission 
to  sink  a  Well  in  the  Street  and  the  usual  Allowance  towards  it; 
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was  read  &  referred  to  the  Ald°  &  Assist  of  the  Out  Ward  who  if 
they  conceive  the  Well  necessary  will  direct  the  place  where  it 
should  be  sunk. 

The  following  Report  was  read  &  agreed  to  by  the  Board  viz*. 

[235]  "  Your  Committee  on  the  Case  of  Peter  Mesier  Do  re- 
port that  from  the  appraizement  of  MF  Mesiers  Lots  made  by 
Evert  Bancker  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation  &  James  A  Stewart 
on  the  part  of  M""  Mesier  dated  the  29**'  April  1785  it  appears 
that  his  loss  was  estimated  at  £1400  which  Sum  in  the  Opinion 
of  your  Committee  the  Corporation  were  bound  to  pay  him  in 
six  months  after  the  date  of  the  said  Appraizement:  But  as  M'^ 
Mesier  has  occupied  &  had  the  possession  of  the  Ground  until 
about  the  1®*  May  1787  Your  Committee  are  of  Opinion  that  he 
be  allowed  Interest  at  five  per  Cent  from  that  Day. 

W  Gilbert 
Peter  Elting 
Wynant  Van  Zandt " 

Ordered  that  a  Bond  or  Bonds  from  this  Corporation  to  Peter 
Mesier,  for  the  am*  of  the  said  Sum  with  Interest  as  mentioned 
in  the  said  Report,  be  made  out  —  that  the  Seal  of  this  Corpora- 
tion be  affixed  thereto  &  that  M"^  Mayor  sigTi  the  same  on  behalf 
of  this  Board. 

Ald°  Gilbert  reported  to  the  Board  a  Survey  for  the  Regulation 
of  the  pitching  of  Greenwich  Street  from  Barclay  to  Murray 
Street,  Also  a  Survey  for  the  regulation  of  the  pitching  of  Reade 
Street;  which  were  respectively  approved  of  by  the  Board  & 
ordered  to  be  filed 

An  Ordinance  entitled  "A  Law  for  the  paving  of  Greenwich 
Street  from  Barclay  Street  to  Murray  Street "  was  then  read  & 
passed. 

[236]  Ald°  Gilbert  from  the  Committee  delivered  in  the  fol- 
lowing Report  viz*. 

"  Your  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  &  report 
the  Sum  which  the  Episcopal  Church  ought  to  pay  on  their  obtain- 
ing a  Grant  for  the  Triangular  Piece  of  Ground  at  the  junction 
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of  tlie  Post  &  Bloomingdale  Roads  Do  report  that  a  Grant  be  made 
to  the  said  Chm-ch  of  the  said  Piece  of  Ground  subject  to  thei 
annual  Rent  of  fourteen  Pounds  to  commence  from  the  first  Daj 
of  May  178-1. 

W  Gilbert 
Ja^  Nicholson 
Wynant  Van  Zandt" 

The  said  Report  being  taken  into  Consideration  &  the  Question 
being  put  whether  the  Board  did  agree  thereto  it  was  carried  in 
the  Negative  as  follows 

for  the  Affirmative  for  the  Negative 

IP  Nicholson  Aid''  Elting 

M-^  Van  Gelder  Aid''  Bayard 

Aid"  Gilbert  Ald°  Wool 

IP  W  Van  Zandt  M''  Janeway. 

W  T  Van  Zandt 
Ald°  Wylley 
M""  Quackenbos 

A  motion  was  then  made  for  granting  the  said  Piece  of  Ground 
on  an  annual  Rent  of  eighteen  Pounds  &  carried  in  the  Affirma- 
tive viz*. 

foi'  the  Affirmative  for  the  Negative 


Ald°  Elting  M"^  T  Van  Zandt 
Ald°  Wylley  Van  Gelder 

Aid"  Wool  Quackenbos 

M"^  Nicholson  W  W  Van  Zandt 


Ald°  Bayard 
Aid"  Gilbert 
IVP^  Janeway 


[237]  Ordered  that  the  Clerk  inform  the  Corporation  of  the 
said  Church  of  the  said  Terms  &  if  they  will  accept  of  a  Grant  on 
the  said  Terms  that  he  prepare  the  same  accordingly 

Ald°  Elting  informed  the  Board  that  he  had  applied  to  the 
Directors  of  the  Bank  for  a  further  Loan  of  Monies  to  compleat 
the  Improvements  to  the  City  Hall  &  that  they  had  signified  their 
unwillingness  to  advance  any  more  than  £1000  which  remains 
due  to  the  Corporation  on  the  last  Bond. 

Ordered  that  the  Commissioners  who  superintended  the  Im- 
provements &  Repairs  of  the  City  Hall  be  requested  to  deliver  their 
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Acc*^  thereof  to  the  Treasurer  to  the  End  that  he  may  examine 
the  same  &  report  the  Amount  to  the  Board  And  that  M"^  Nichol- 
son be  appointed  to  enquire  where  £1200  can  be  obtained  on  loan 
on  the  Credit  of  this  Corporation  &  that  he  be  authorized  to 
borrow  that  Sum  accordingly  for  the  purposes  of  compleating  the 
said  Repairs  &  Improvements  &  discharging  the  Demands  of 
sundry  Persons  ag*  the  said  Commissioners  for  Work  &  Materials 

Ordered  that  the  Ald°  &  Assist*  of  the  West  Ward  &  the  Assist* 
of  the  North  Ward  be  a  Committee  to  examine  into  the  Necessity 
of  filling  up  part  of  Murray  Street  Slip  &  if  in  their  Opinion  it 
should  appear  necessary  that  they  report  to  the  Board  an  Estimate 
of  the  Expence. 

[238]  The  following  Report  was  read  &  approved  by  the  Board 
viz*. 

"  Your  Committee  appointed  to  superintend  the  Sale  of  the 
Common  Lands  report  that  they  have  attended  the  Sale  of  the 
several  Lots,  mentioned  in  the  Acc*  Sales  thereof  rendered  by  the 
Treasurer,  at  public  Auction  viz*. 


Number 
of  lots 

Quantity 

To  whom  sold 

Price 

Am*- 

1 
2 

34 
35 
38 
40 
42 

44 
46 
48 

143 
144 
145 

146 
147 
148 

Ac 

5  . .  . . 
5  .  .  .  . 
5     2  18 

4  3  13 

5  .  .  .  . 
5  . .  . . 
5    .  .     .  . 

5  . .  . . 
5  . .  . . 
5    . .     . . 

7     2    .  . 

5  3    . . 

6  2    . . 

7  2    . . 

8  .  .     .  . 

9  1    . . 

Gilbert  Willett 
DO 

Casper  Semler 
Nicholas  Cruger 
Thomas  B  Atwood 

DO 

DO 

Thomas  Buchannan 
DO 
DO 

Thos  B  Atwood 
DO 
Do 

Thomas  Buchannan 
DO 
DO 

£21  105  ... 
DO  105  ... 

30   

30   

26  130  .  . . 
DO  130  ... 
25   125  ... 

210 
168 
144 

385 
375 
507 
618 

'  '7 

18 

15 

'  6 
9 

25  125  ... 
DO  125  ... 
DO   125  ... 

26  195  ... 
D°  149  10 
25   162  10 

25  187  10 
DO  200  ... 
DO  231  5 

£ 

2409 

1 

3 
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And  your  Committee  do  further  report  that  they  have  sold  at 
private  Sale  the  following  Lots  to  the  follow^  Persons  at  the  fol- 
low^ Prices  viz* 

Acres  R  P 

Lots  isT'*  5,  6,  7,  8  &  9  contain"  25  00  37  at  £30  per  Acre  to 
Tho'  B  Atwood  amount"  to  £756  :  18  :  9 

A         R  P 

Lots  1^"  3,  4,  10,  &  11  contain^  19  3  30 

to  Gilbert  C  Willet  amount^  to  £697  :  16  :  3  at  £35  p'^  Acre 

[239]  And  your  Committee  do  further  Report  the  Articles  to 
be  executed  by  the  Corporation  &  the  said  Purchasers  agreable 
to  the  Order  of  this  Board  of  the  3*^  April  last 

Peter  Elting 

W  Gilbert 
Wynant  Van  Zandt " 

Ordered  that  the  Seal  of  this  Corporation  be  affixed  to  the  said 
Articles  &  that  they  be  delivered  to  the  said  Purchasors  on  their 
executing  the  counterparts. 

Ordered  that  in  addition  to  the  order  of  the  18*^"^  the  Surveyors 
be  directed  to  ascertain  the  exact  Quantity  of  Land  contained  in 
the  Lots  sold  and  survey  the  post  Road  opposite  to  the  Lots  sold 
to  M''  Buchannan  &  give  it  it's  due  vpidth. 

Resolved  that  M"^  Mayor  be  requested  to  convene  this  Board  to 
Morrow  to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  a  farther 
Sale  of  the  said  Common  Lands. 

Ordered  that  M"^  Mayor  issue  his  Warrants  on  the  Treasury  to 
pay  the  follow^  Persons  the  follow^  Sums  in  full  of  their  respective 
Acc*^  viz*. 

The  Overseers  of  public  Wells  &  Pumps 
issued       in  Montgomerie  Ward  for  Repairs.  .         £4  :  17  :  — 

issued    The  like  of  the  Out  Ward   5:   7:  — 

issued    The  like  of  the  North  Ward   8:16:  — 
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Gozen  Eyersen  for  Eepairs  to  the  White  | 
issued       Hall  Wharf  &  Ferry  Stairs  ]       ^'^  '   ^  ' 

Ald°  Elting  for  expences  of  the  Com-| 
issued       mittee  on  the  Common  Lands  j         1:16:  6 

issued    Stewart  &  Jones  for  Paint  &  Oil   13  :   2  :  — 
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SEAL  AND  FLAG  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK 


Standard  Seal  and  Official  Flag  Adopted 

On  March  23  and  April  27,  1915,  tlie  Board  of  Aldermen  of  tlie 
City  of  iN^ew  York,  upon  tlie  reconunendation  of  the  Art  Commis- 
sion, adopted  a  standard  design  for  the  corporate  seal  of  the 
City  and  also  a  design  for  an  official  municipal  flag.  These  designs 
go  into  efl'ect  June  24,*  1915,  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  installation  of  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Aldermen 
under  the  English  regime. 

The  seal  is  not  a  new  seal,  but  a  standardized  form  of  the  old 
corporation  seal,  the  only  change  being  the  alteration  of  the  date 
1686  to  1664,  the  year  in  which  the  City  received  the  name  of 
ISTew  York.    (See  plate  25,  fig-ure  c.) 

The  flag  differs  from  the  flag  formerly  in  use  only  in  conforming 
the  arms  of  the  City  to  the  standard  design,  and  in  adding  vertical 
bars  of  orange  and  blue  to  the  plain  white  of  the  old  flag,  thus 
producing  orange,  white  and  blue,  the  Dutch  colors  under  which 
the  City  was  settled  in  1626.    (See  plate  22.) 

The  idea  of  the  adoption  of  a  standard  form  of  seal  and  an  official 
flag  was  suggested  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Art  Commission 
Associates  —  an  organization  of  former  members  of  the  Art  Com- 
mission of  the  City  —  held  in  January,  1914,  at  which  a  committee 
consisting  of  Messrs.  John  B.  Pine,  1.  N.  Phelps  Stokes,  R  T.  H. 
Halsey  and  Francis  C.  Jones,  was  appointed  to  consider  and  repon 
'^(1)  an  accurate  rendering  of  the  corporate  seal  of  the  City; 
(2)  a  suitable  desigii  for  a  flag  to  be  adopted  as  the  official  colors 
of  the  City  of  New  York." 

The  reasons  for  this  action,  briefly  stated,  were  that  no  authority 
could  be  found  for  the  unsatisfactory  white  flag  with  the  arms  of 
the  City  in  blue  in  the  middle,  now  in  use ;  and  the  corporate  arms 


*  June  14,  1665,  old  style,  June  24  new  style. 

[S21] 
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as  used  by  the  different  departments  in  various  ways  did  not  con- 
form to  any  fixed  design. 

On  January  9,  1915,  tlie  Art  Commission  Associiates  made  their 
report  to  the  Art  Commission,  which  approved  the  designs  sub- 
mitted and  recommended  them  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with 
the  result  before  stated. 

This  action  recalls  the  history  not  only  of  the  present  City 
coat-of-arms  but  also  its  predecessors. 

The  Arms  of  Old  Amsterdam 

The  old  City  of  Amsterdam  in  Holland,  after  which  JSTew 
Amsterdam  was  named,  had  a  very  ancient  coat-of-arms,  the 
principal  design  of  which  was  incorporated  in  the  seal  of  ISTew 
Amsterdam  and  frequently  appears  in  the  ornamentation  of  the 
Municipal  buildings  of  the  City.''^  The  origin  of  its  symbols  is 
very  interesting.  In  the  year  1296,  when  Amsterdam  was  but  a 
fishing  village  protected  by  a  castle,  it  was  almost  completely 
demolished  as  a  punishment  for  participating  in  the  killing  of 
Count  rioris  of  Holland.  "  In  the  year  1342  she  fell  under  the 
power  of  William  Count  of  Holland,  who  honored  her  with  several 
prerogatives,  and  gave  her  new  arms,  to  wit,  gules,  on  a  pale  sable 
three  crosses  argent  "f  —  that  is  to  say,  three  white  crosses  upon  a 
vertical  black  bar  in  the  middle  of  a  red  field.  (See  plate  23,. 
figure  a.) 

That  the  white  saltire  crosses  in  the  arms  of  old  and  ITew 
Amsterdam  were  not  conventionalized  windmills,  as  is  sometimes 
supposed,  appears  from  the  following  quotation  translated  from 
the  '  Medalische  Historic  der  Eepublyk  van  Holland  "  by  Peter 
Mortier,  1690: 

"  Since  William  Count  of  Henegouwen  and  Holland,  in  order 
to  rebuild  in  Holland  the  devastated  City  of  Amsterdam,  had 
given  her  many  liberties  in  order  to  retrieve  her  fallen  powers  and 
furnish  her  everywhere  with  walls,  gates  and  canals  in  greater 

*  The  arms  of  New  ISTetherland,  New  Amsterdam  and  New  York  are 
repeated  many  times  on  the  new  Municipal  Building. 

t  "  Historie  Metallique  des  XVII  Proyinee  des  Paj^s  Bas..."  by  Gerard 
van  Loon,  1732,  quoted  in  "  The  Civic  Ancestry  of  New  York  City  and  State  " 
by  Edward  Seymour  Wilde. 
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degree  than  ever,  he  has  made  a  present  to  the  Amsterdammers  of 
three  crosses  on  the  field  of  the  City's  arms  —  a  sign  that  he  has 
freed  her  of  much  misery  and  cross."* 

The  crest  of  the  arms  of  Amsterdam,  an  imperial  crown,  was 
granted  by  Emperor  Maximilian  in  1481  (or  1488)  in  recognition 
of  the  services  of  Amsterdam  in  the  reduction  of  Rotterdam  and 
Woerden. 

To  recall  a  few  of  the  many  connections  between  Amsterdam  and 
Ifew  I^etherland  it  may  be  mentioned  that  Henry  Hudson  who  dis- 
covered the  Hudson  River  in  1609  was  hired  by  the  Amsterdam 
Chamber  of  the  East  India  Co. ;  that  the  first  charter  for  trading 
here  was  granted  in  1614  to  merchants  of  Amsterdam  and  Hoorn; 
that  the  ship  which  brought  Peter  Minuit  and  his  company  to 
Manhattan  in  1626  to  make  a  pennanent  settlement  sailed  from 
Amsterdam ;  and  that  the  ship  which  carried  to  Amsterdam  the 
news  of  the  purchase  of  Manhattan  Island  from  the  Indians  was 
called  the    Arms  of  Amsterdam." 

Seal  of  New  Netherland 

The  first  local  governmental  seal  by  Avhich  transactions  in  ISTew 
Amsterdam  were  attested  was  the  seal  of  New  IsTetherland,  for 
there  was  no  City  seal  prior  to  1654.  This  seal  is  interesting 
because  it  supplies  one  of  the  devices  used  in  the  present  City  seal. 
It  consists  of  a  shield  upon  which,  "  in  bend  "  to  use  an  heraldic 
term  meaning  diagonally,  is  represented  a  beaver,  surrounded  by 
what  appears  to  be  a  string  of  wampum.  The  crest  is  a  Count's 
coronet  between  single  stars,  the  province  having  the  armorial 
rights  of  a  countship.  Around  the  shield  is  the  legend  Sigillum 
ISTovi  Belgii,"  meaning  "  seal  of  New  Belgium  "  (or  New  Nether- 
land). The  whole  is  surrounded  by  a  wreath.  Impressions  of 
this  seal  may  be  seen  at  the  New  York  Historical  Society.  (See 
plate  23,  figure  b.) 

The  date  of  the  granting  of  this  seal  is  not  definitely  known. 
In  the  observations  by  Adriaen  van  der  Donck  and  others  on  the 
petition  of  the  Commonalty  of  New  Netherland  to  the  States  Gen- 
eral in  1649  (Docs.  Rel.  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  I,  262),  it  is  stated 


*  Translation  in  Wilde's  "  Civic  Ancestry." 
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that  ISTew  ISTetherlaiid  "  is  called  a  Province  because  it  was  invested  i, 
by  tbeir  Higb  Mightinesses  with  the  arms  of  an  Earl,"  (or  Count). 
Brodhead,  in  his  History  of  the  State  of  IsTew  York  (I,  148-) 
appears  to  attribute  this  act  to  the  year  1623  and  in  volume  IV 
of  O'Callaghan's  Documentary  History  of  ISTew  York,  plate  I  gives 
the  date  1623. 

The  present  writer  has  found  no  authentic  record  of  the  use  of 
the  seal  prior  to  1630.  In  that  year  —  which  was  the  year  suc- 
ceeding the  grant  of  the  Privileges  and  Exemptions  —  numerous 
purchases  of  land  from  the  Indians  were  confirmed  by  the  Direc- 
tor and  Council  of  l^ew  JSTetherland  and  attested  by  "  our  seal 
dependant  therefrom,"  (Docs.  Eel.  "Col.  Hist.  JST.  Y.,  I,  43,  and 
XIII,  2  et  seq.)  or  by  "  the  seal  of  l^ew  ISTetherland  in  red  wax  " 
(O'Callaghan's  Hist.  New  mth.  I,  123). 

The  Beaver,  which  is  perpetuated  in  the  present  City  seal,  rep- 
resents the  chief  commodity  upon  which  the  original  commerce 
of  'New  IN'etherland  and  ISTew  Amsterdam  was  founded.  At  that 
time,  PloUand  competed  with  the  other  European  nations  in  the 
fur-trade,  the  chief  source  of  which  was  northern  Europe.  The 
discovery  of  a  new  source  of  supply,  from  which  furs  could  be 
secured  cheaply,  was  one  of  the  principal  inducements  which  led 
to  the  commerce  with  ISTew  ISTetherland  before  and  after  its  per- 
manent settlement.  The  beaver  skin,  like  wampum,  was  also  used 
in  the  Dutch  and  early  English  periods  as  money,  a  "  beaver  "  in 
1658  being  reckoned  at  16  gTiilders  and  a  "  half  beaver  "  as  8 
gilders.  In  1680,  according  to  the  journal  of  the  Labadists, 
Dankers  and  Sluyter,  a  beaver  was  reckoned  at  5  guilders  Holland 
money  or  25  guilders  in  seawant  (wampum). 

An  idea  of  the  proportions  which  the  trade  in  beaver  skins 
attained  in  the  first  ten  years  of  chartered  trading  may  be  gained 
from  the  fact  that  two  ships  returning  to  Plolland  in  1624  took 
4,000  beaver  and  700  otter  skins  which  sold  for  25,000  to  27,000 
guilders.  In  1625,  5,295  beavers  and  463  otters  returned  to  the 
merchants  35,825  guilders.*  On  ISTovember  4,  1626,  the  ship 
Arms  of  Amsterdam  arrived  at  Amsterdam  with  news  of  the  pur- 
chase of  Manhattan  Island  and  the  planting  of  ISTew  Amsterdam, 


*  De  Laet's  J aerlyck  Verhael. 
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and  also  carried  7,246  beaver,  8531/^  otter,  81  mink,  36  wild  cat 
(lynx)  and  34  rat  skins.*  De  Laet's  Jaerlyck  Verhael,  which, 
varies  the  figaires  slightly,  says  that  7,258  beavers  and  857  otters, 
etc.,  received  in  1626  sold  for  45,050  guilders.  By  1671,  the 
province  of  ISTew  York  furnished  "  full  80,000  beavers  a  year  "f 
and  the  late  Harry  V  Radford  in  a  history  of  the  Adirondack 
beaver:}:  estimates  that  there  were  probably  many  million  beavers 
in  the  province  at  that  time.  There  were  beavers  on  Manhattan 
Island  when  it  was  settled  by  the  Dutch  and  Beaver  Street  (for- 
merly the  Bever  Paatje  and  Bever  Graft)  marks  the  site  of  a 
little  stream  where  we  may  conclude  they  had  one  of  their  dwelling 
places.  The  intelligence  and  industry  of  these  little  animals,  their 
ingenuity  as  house-builders  and  their  amphibious  character  make 
them  eloquent  symbols  also  of  the  City  of  l^ew  York.  So  far  as 
we  know,  the  use  of  the  beaver  in  the  arms  of  ISTew  ISTetherland,^ 
New  Amsterdam  and  New  York  City  is  unique  in  heraldry. 

The  words  ISTovi  Belgii  in  the  legend  of  the  seal  of  New  Neth- 
erland  recall  the  time  when  the  Belgian  and  Dutch  Netherlands- 
were  politically  united,  and  also  that  earlier  period  when  Caesar,, 
referring  to  the  peoples  of  Gaul,  wrote:  Horum  omnium 
fortissimi  sunt  Belgae,"  —  of  all  these,  the  Belgae  are  the 
strongest. 

Seal  of  New  Amsterdam 

When  New  Amsterdam  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  century  old, 
she  secured,  after  many  petitions  and  remonstrances,  a  form  of 
municipal  government.  In  1650  a  Provisional  Order  of  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Netherlands  recommended,  among  other 
things,  that  with  the  consent  of  the  Directors  of  the  West  India 
Co.,  there  be  established  "  within  the  City  of  New  Amsterdam  a 
Burgher  government  consisting  of  a  Schout,  two  Burgomasters  and 
five  Schepens."^    It  was  not,  however,  until  February  2,  1653, § 

*  Schaghen  letter,  facsimile  and  translation,  Wilson's  Memorial  History  of 
New  York,  I,  159-160. 

tMontanus,  Doc.  Hist,  of  N.  Y.,  iv.  120-121. 

t  Annual  Reports,  N.  Y.  State  Forest,  Fish  and  Game  Commission  for 
1904—5-6,  pages  389-418.  This  article  may  be  consulted  for  bibliography  of 
the  beaver. 

UDocs.  Eel.  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  I,  391. 

§  Records  of  New  Amsterdam  Fernow,  I,  145. 
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that  the  stiff-necked  Director  General  Peter  Stuyvesant  proclaimed 
such  a  government  and  ISTew  Amsterdam  received  a  measure  of 
autonomy.  On  December  24,  1653,  the  Burgomasters  and 
Schepens  of  ISTew  Amsterdam  asked  the  West  India  Co.,  for  a 
City  seal  different  from  the  seal  of  the  Province,"  and  on  May 
18,  1654,  the  Directors  of  the  Company  wrote  to  Stuyvesant: 

"  We  have  decreed  that  a  seal  for  the  City  of  ]S[ew  Amsterdam 
shall  be  prepared  and  forwarded."* 

The  vessel  by  which  the  seal  was  sent  from  Holland  sailed  in 
July,  1654,  and  on  December  8  of  that  year  "  the  Director  Gen- 
eral delivered  to  the  presiding  Burgomaster,  Mart.  Cregier,  the 
painted  coat-of-arms,  with  the  seal  of  ISTew  Amsterdam  and  the 
silver  signet  which  were  sent  by  the  Directors  in  the  ship  Pear- 
tree."t 

The  seal  of  1654  contains  reminiscences  of  the  coat-of-arms  of 
old  Amsterdam  and  the  seal  of  ISTew  ISTetherland.  It  consists  of  a 
shield  charged  with  a  pale  or  vertical  band  in  the  center,  upon 
which  are  arranged  in  a  vertical  row  the  three  saltire  crosses 
which  appear  in  the  arms  of  the  mother  City.  On  each  side  of 
the  pale  is  a  narrow  vertical  band  which  does  not  appear  in  the 
arms  of  Amsterdam.  The  crest  of  the  new  arms  is  a  beaver, 
taken  from  the  seal  of  ISTew  Wetherland.  Above  the  crest,  are  a 
mantle  and  a  small  escutcheon  bearing  the  monogram  G.  W.  C, 
standing  for  Geoctroyeerde  West  Indische  Compagnie  or  Char- 
tered West  India  Company.  Below  the  coat-of-arms  is  the  legend 
"  Sigillum  Amstelodamensis  in  ISTovo  Belgio,"  meaning  "  seal  of 
Amsterdam  in  New  Belgium  "  (ISTew  ISTetherland).  The  whole  is 
surrounded  by  a  wreath.     (See  plate  23,  figure  c.) 

Mr.  Wilde,  in  "  The  Civic  Ancestry  of  ISTew  York  City  and 
State,"  makes  a  reasonable  conjecture  as  to  the  coloring  of  the 
arms,  when  he  suggests  that  the  shield  is  red,  the  pale  black,  and 
the  crosses  white,  as  in  the  arms  of  Amsterdam,  and  that  the 
vertical  bands  separating  the  black  pale  from  the  red  color  on  each 

*Eecor(i9  of  New  Amsterdam,  I,  145,  219;  Docs.  Eel.  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  XIV, 
262,  266. 

t  Vanderkemp's  translation  of  Dutch  records  at  Albany  in  O'Callaghan's 
Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Ill,  397. 
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side  are  of  gold  or  silver,  to  comply  with  the  rule  of  heraldry  (vio- 
lated in  the  arms  of  Amstei'dam)  which  requires  that  color  shall 
not  be  placed  on  color  or  metal  on  metal.*  The  mantling,  it  is 
believed,  is  a  tri-color  of  orange,  Avhite  and  blue,  in  the  order 
named,  reading  from  the  top  downward,  the  colors  of  the  mantle 
having  the  same  sig-nificance  as  those  of  the  official  City  flag  men- 
tioned hereafter. 

An  early  impression  of  the  seal  of  J^ew  Amsterdam  appears  on 
a  certificate  of  a  conveyance  by  Abraham  Verplanck  to  Kev. 
Johannes  Xegapolensis  of  a  lot  of  land  between  Broadway  and  the 
Hudson  River  north  of  Fort  Amsterdam,  dated  January  21,  1656, 
reproduced  in  Wilde's  Civic  Ancestry ;"  also  on  a  conveyance  to 
Mighiel  Muyden  of  a  house  and  lot  in  Winckel  Street,  IsTew  Am- 
sterdam, dated  Aug-ust  22,  1657,  in  volume  I  of  Land  Papers  in 
the  Secretary  of  State's  Office  at  Albany.  It  is  1^4  inches  in 
diameter. 

Seal  of  New  Yorl-,  1669 

On  August  29,  1664,  old  style,  (September  8  new  style)  articles 
of  capitulation  were  sigTied  by  the  Dutch  and  English  and  New 
Amsterdam  was  surrendered  to  the  English.  On  September  7 
(says  a  letter  to  the  West  India  Co.),  the  inhabitants  were 
ordered  "  not  to  call  this  place  otherwise  than  ISTew  York,  on  the 
Island  of  j\Ianhattan,  in  America."!  The  new  name  of  the  City 
was  given  in  honor  of  the  Duke  of  York,  to  whom  the  province 
had  been  patented  by  the  King  the  previous  March. $  It  is 
derived  from  the  name  of  old  York,  the  significance  of  which  is 
explained  hereafter. 

Eor  nine  months  the  Dutch  form  of  government  by  Schout,  Bur- 
gomasters and  Schepens  continued.  On  June  12,  1665,  old  style, 
(June  22  new  style),  Gov.  Is^icolls  signed  a  proclamation  in  which 
he  said : 

*  In  ■water-marks  on  paper  which  was  evidently  made  in  Amsterdam  and 
which  was  used  in  the  early  official  records  of  the  City  of  New  York  in  the 
City  Clerk's  office,  this  heraldic  error  in  the  arms  of  Amsterdam  is  corrected 
as  it  is  in  the  arms  of  New  Amsterdam. 

t  Docs.  Eel.  Col.  Hist.  N.  Y.  II,  415. 

t  Col.  Laws  N.  Y.  I,  1-5 
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"  Upon  Mature  deliberacon  &  advice,  I  have  thouglit  it  neces- 
sary to  Revoke  &  discharge,  and  by  these  Presents  in  his  Majesties 
Name,  do  revoke  and  discharge  the  fforme  and  Ceremony  of 
Government  of  this  his  Majesties  Towne  of  'New  Yorke,  under 
the  name  or  names,  style  or  styles  of  Schout,  Burgomasters  & 
Schepens,"  and  that  the  new  government  "  shall  bee  knowne  and 
called  by  the  Name  &  Style  of  Mayor  Aldermen  &  Sherriffe, 
according  to  the  Custome  of  England  in  other  his  Majesties 
Corporacons."* 

In  accordance  therewith  the  Mayor  and  Aldei'men  were  formally 
installed  on  June  14,  old  style  (June  24  new  style). 

It  was  not,  however,  until  1669  that  the  City  had  its  first  seal 
under  the  English  regime,  and,  by  an  interesting  coincidence,  it 
was  granted  by  the  Duke  of  York  on  the  Fourth  of  July  (old 
style).   It  was  authorized  as  follows  if 

"  James  Diike  of  Yorke  and  Albany,  Earl  of  Ulster,  Lord  high 
Admirall  of  England  and  Ireland,  Constable  of  Doner  Castle,  Lord 
Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  Gouern""  of  Pourtsmouth  &ca. 

"  Whereas  I  have  thought  fit  to  appoint  two  Seales  to  be  made, 
the  one  for  the  Province  and  the  other  for  the  Corporation  of 
New  Yorke  ( :which  I  haue  sent  unto  you  by  M'"  Thomas  de 
Lauall)  and  to  direct  that  they  shall  be  made  use  of  uppon  all 
Publicq  Concernments,  both  of  the  Province  &  Corporation 
afores*^:  These  are  to  authorize  &  require  You,  that  from  and 
after  Yo''  receipts  the  said  Seales,  yon  Cause  the  same  and  no 
others  to  be  made  use  of  uppon  all  occasions,  for  Sealing  of 
Warrants,  Writs,  Executions,  Pattents,  Graunts,  and  all  other 
Publicq  Acts  and  Instruments,  W^"^  any  Wayes  Concerne  either 
the  Province  or  Corporation  of  New  Yorke  respectively.  For 
W^**  this  shal  be  Yor  Warrant :  Given  under  my  hand  and  Seale 
at  St:  James  this  4th  of  July  1669. 

"  James. 

"  To  Collonell  Erancis  Louelace  my  Govern'"  of  New  Yorke 
"  By  Command  of  his  Roy :  Highnesse 

"  M :  Wren." 

The  foregoing  command  and  the  proceedings  attending  the 
presentation  of  the  corporate  insignia  are  recorded  in  the  minutes 


*  Colonial  Laws  of  N.  Y.  I,  100-101. 

t  Records  of  New  Amsterdam,  Fernow,  VI,  199-200. 
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of  the  Mayor's  Court  held  at  New  York  October  5,  1669,  as 
follows  :* 

"  Capt°  Louelace  appearing  in  Court,  aud  declared  that  he  Was 
Commanded  by  his  honn^'  the  Govern'^  to  Present  to  the  Worshipp^^ 
May"^  &:  Aldermen  of  this  Corporation,  a  Letter  from  his  honnour, 
with  a  Seal  for  the  Corporation,  with  a  Silver  Mace,  and  Seven 
Gownes  for  the  Mayor  Aldermen  &  Sherif,  sent  from  his  Royall 
Highnesse  to  his  honn'"  the  Gov'  for  to  be  presented  to  this  Court ; 
W^"^  said  Letter  from  his  honn'  being  opened  and  Read  in  open 
Court,  jnthimating  as  followeth : — 

"  M"^  ]\Iayor,  and  You  the  rest  of  the  Aldermen  — 

"  As  a  Perticular  Testimony  of  his  R.  Highnesse  grace  and 
f  auour  to  this  his  Citty  of  New  Yorke,  I  am  Commanded  to  present 
you  from  him,  this  Present  A"iz :  a  Publicq  Seale  for  the  Corpora- 
tion, a  Silver  Mace,  and  Gownes  both  for  the  Mayor  &  Aldermen, 
and  although  he  esteemes  somme  of  these,  but  as  the  Gayety  and 
Circumstantial  part  of  Government,  Yet  you  may  be  assured,  as 
to  What  is  more  essential  and  Substantial!,  itt  shall  receaue  all 
encouragement  and  hartey  assistance  from  him,  and  I  must 
further  add,  that  haveing  the  honn''  to  be  his  Govern'"  General  in 
these  parts,  I  doe  assure  You  that  Wherein  I  may,  any  Way  be 
Servicable  to  You,  I  shal  CheirefuUy  apply  my  mind  to  it,  who 
professe  no  higher  Cogitations  then  what  shal  tend  to  My  Royal 
Masters  Intrest,  and  the  Publicq  Welfare  of  those  Comitted  to 
my  Charge;  Iff  therefore  You  Will  Consider  of  Somme  Methode 
for  the  better  regulation  of  Y'"  Corporation  and  present  it  to 
me.  What  I  find  reasonable  and  practicable,  I  shall  Willingly 
allow  of,  and  What  appeares  above  my  Strength  I  shall  with  the 
best  Convenience  transmit  oner  to  Receive  his  R :  H :  assent,  from 
Whome  I  doubte  not,  but  you  will  have  such  Satisfaction,  as  is 
agreable  to  Yo''  Necesseties  and  desires,  I  haue  no  more,  but  to 
Wish  You  all  happinesse  and  an  assurance  that  I  am 

"  Yo""  afectionate  friend  and  Servant 
"  Fort  James  the  6*^  of  Octob''  1669  Fran  :  Loueeace." 

The  design  of  the  provincial  seal  above  referred  to  is  well 
known.  It  consists  of  the  arms  of  the  house  of  Stuart,  siiiTOunded 
by  the  garter  with  the  motto  "  Lloni  sort  qui  mal  y  pense,"  above 
which  is  the  ducal  coronet,  all  of  which  is  encircled  by  the  legend 
"Sigill:  Provinc:  Nov:  Eborac:"     (See  plate  23,  figure  d.) 


'Records  of  New  Amsterdam,  VI,  106,  g:ives  the  date  of  the  session  Octo- 
ber 5,  but  page  199  dates  the  document  itself  October  6. 
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The  design  of  the  City  seal  of  1669  is  not  certainly  known.  As 
the  heaver,  which  appeared  in  the  seal  of  ISTew  Amsterdam,  also 
appears  in  the  seal  of  1686,  it  seems  reasonable  to  infer  that  it 
was  an  element  in  the  intermediate  seal  of  1669  ;  and  if  the  English 
put  in  the  seal  of  1669  the  symbol  of  the  commodity  upon  which 
the  Dutch  commerce  was  principally  founded,  it  seems  likely  that 
they  would  also  put  in  the  emblems  of  the  industry  which  was  the 
foundation  of  their  own  prosperity,  namely,  the  windmill  and 
flour  barrels.*  If  the  seal  had  a  crest,  it  would  be  natural  that  a 
ducal  coronet  should  surmount  the  arms  of  the  Duke  of  York's 
own  City,  as  it  formed  the  crest  of  the  arms  of  the  provincial  seal 
of  the  same  year.  In  other  words,  it  would  not  be  surprising  if 
the  City  seal  of  1669  was  similar  to  the  small  seal  which  was  in 
use  in  1687  f  (see  plate  24,  fig.  d,  and  page  838  following)  ;  but 
this  is  purely  conjecture,  and  must  so  remain  until  an  authentic 
description  or  impression  of  the  seal  of  1669  can  be  found. 

The  absence  of  examples  of  the  City  seal  of  1669  appears  to  be 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  seal  was  rarely  if  ever  used ;  for  on  August 
19,  1674  (after  the  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  Netherlands  and  in  preparation  for  the  resumption  of  English 
authority),  the  Duke  of  York  issued  a  warrant  to  Governor  Andros 
directing  him  to  inquire  for  the  two  seals  theretofore  appointed 
for  the  Provost  and  the  Corporation  of  ISTew  York  and  to  use 
them  for  public  acts,  etc.  (Calendar  of  State  Papers,  1669-1674, 
page  604.)  Apparently  the  City  seal  could  not  be  found,  for  Gov- 
ernor Andros  requested  a  seal  and  mace  for  the  City  and  on  April 
6,  1675,  the  Duke  approved  the  request,  the  charge  of  the  seal  and 
mace  to  be  allowed  to  the  Governor  on  account.  (Calendar  of 
State  Papers,  1675-1676,  page  202.)  The  documents  of  the 
period  from  1669  to  1686  upon  which  an  impression  of  the  City 

*  "  From  the  first  settlement  of  the  government,"  says  the  Common  Council 
minutes  (I,  142),  New  York  was  the  staple  for  bolting  flour  and  making 
biscuit  for  exportation.    The  industry  was  therefore  well  established  in  1669. 

t  Mr.  Wilde,  in  a  footnote  on  page  43  of  his  "  Civic  Ancestry  of  New 
York,"  by  a  reference  to  No.  5  of  the  Paulding  seals  in  the  New  York 
Historical  'Society,  which  is  identical  with  the  seal  described  on  page  838  fol- 
lowing, implies  his  belief  that  it  is  in  fact  the  seal  of  1669,  but  does  not 
actually  say  so.  Mr.  Victor  H.  Paltsits  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  two  seals 
are  not  identical. 
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seal  might  be  exjoecteJ.  to  appear  and  wMch  have  been  examined 
by  the  writer  are  attested  only  by  signature  with  no  reference  to 
the  City  seal.  Unfortunately  for  the  completeness  of  this  exam- 
ination, several  volumes  of  manuscripts  for  the  years  preceding 
1686  in  the  State  Library  were  destroyed  by  the  fire  in  the  Capitol 
in  1911. 

Seal  of  1686 

On  Xovember  9,  1683,  the  Common  Council  petitioned  to  Gov. 
Dongan  to  confirm  by  charter  the  rights  previously  granted  to  the 
City,  including  that  of  a  common  seal;  and  on  April  27,  1686, 
Dongan  granted  the  famous  charter  which  provided,  among  other 
things : 

That  the  said  Mayor  Aldermen  and  Comonalty  of  the  said 
Citty  of  ISTew  Yorke  and  their  Successo's  shall  and  may  for  ever 
hereafter  have  one  Comon  Seale  to  Serve  for  the  Sealing  of  all 
and  Singailar  their  Affaires  and  Businesses  touching  or  Concern- 
ing the  said  Corporacon  and  it  shall  and  may  be  Lawfull  to 
and  for  the  said  Mayor  Aldermen  and  Comonaltye  of  the  said 
Citty  of  New  Yorke  and  their  Successors  as  they  shall  see  Cause 
to  breake  Change  Alter  and  new  make  their  said  Comon  Seale 
when  and  as  often  as  to  them  it  shall  seem  Convenient."  * 

About  three  months  later,  namely,  on  July  24,  1686,  a  new 
seal  —  the  first  adopted  by  the  City  itself  pursuant  to  charter 
rights  — •  was  presented  to  the  Common  Council  and  approved. 
The  minutes  of  the  Common  Council  read  as  follows: 

"  The  Mayor  Presented  the  New  Seale  of  this  Citty  with  this 
inscription,  Sigillum  Civitat  ISTovi  Which  is  agreed  upon 

and  ordered  to  be  the  Comon  Seale  of  this  Citty  and  to  Remaine 
in  the  Custody  of  the  mayor  for  the  time  being." 

In  the  original  manuscript  volume  of  the  Common  Council  min- 
utes from  which  the  foregoing  quotation  is  made,  there  is  a  blank 

*  The  record  of  petition  of  Nov.  9,  1683,  is  in  the  printed  Common  Council 
Minutes,  I:  104.  The  charter  is  printed  on  pp.  290-305  of  the  Common  Council 
Minutes  and  on  p.  296  is  the  reference  to  the  seal.  The  charter  is  also  printed 
in  Colonial  Laws  of  New  York,  I,  181-195,  from  which  the  above  quotatii  a  is 
taken.  The  original  parchment  charter  is  deposited  in  the  N.  Y.  Publivi 
Library.  The  original  provincial  record  is  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  at  Albany,  in  the  original  engrossed  liber  I  of  Patents,  pp.  278-309. 
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space  after  the  word  JSTovi."  In  the  original  rough  draft  of  these 
minutes  which  is  preserved  in  the  Records  Room  of  the  City 
Clerk  in  the  Municipal  Building,  the  word  "  jSTovi,"  (apparently 
VN^ritten  originally  "ISTov."),  is  followed  by  the  word  "  Eboracen," 
an  abbreviation  of  Eboraeensis.  It  was  probably  not  copied  into 
the  formal  volume  of  minutes  because  of  the  uncertainty  whether 
the  form  "  Eboraeensis  "  or  "  Eboraci  "  should  be  used. 

The  earliest  known  impression  of  this  seal  is  upon  a  grant  dated 
September  1,  1687,  by  which  the  city  conveyed  to  Conrad  Ten 
Eyck  a  lot  of  land  24  by  95  feet  in  size  on  the  original  water- 
front opposite  what  is  now  ISTo.  75  Pearl  Street.  The  document 
is  signed  by  IST.  Bayard,  Mayor,  and  is  attested  by  the  "  common 
Seale  of  said  citty."*  It  is  in  possession  of  Mr.  Frank  Wessells 
Demarest  of  East  Orange,  JST.  J.    (See  plate  24,  figure  a.) 

From  this  impression  the  seal  may  be  described.  It  is  oval  in 
shape,  measuring  2  3/16  inches  in  length  and  1%  inches  in  width. 
In  the  center  is  a  shield  charged  saltire-wise  with  the  sails  of  a 
windmill.  Between  the  sails  in  chief  is  a  beaver;  in  the  corre- 
sponding position  in  base  a  beaver;  and  between  the  sails  on  each 
flank  a  flour  barrel.  The  dexter  suiDporter  is  a  sailor,  resting  his 
left  hand  upon  the  shield.  His  right  hand  holds  a  cross-staff 
which  extends  above  his  right  shoulder  and  from  the  same  hand 
depends  a  lead-line.  The  sinister  supporter  is  an  Indian,  wearing 
a  head-dress  of  many  feathers,  his  right  hand  resting  upon  the 
shield,  his  left  holding  by  the  middle  a  one-piece  bow,  the  lower 
end  of  which  rests  upon  the  ground.  The  supporters  stand  upon 
a  horizontal  branch,  which  may  be  laurel,  and  beneath  which  is 
the  date  1686.  The  crest  is  a  ducal  coronet.  Upon  a  ribbon  sur- 
rounding the  lower  part  of  the  coat-of-arms  is  the  legend : 
"Sigill:  Civitat:  Novi:  Eborace." 

The  Windmill  was  not  a  new  device  in  heraldry  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  this  seal.  The  coat-of-arms  of  the  Van  Cortlandt 
family  as  recorded  in  the  Hall  of  Records  in  Amsterdam,  Holland, 
and  brought  to  this  country  in  1637,  exhibited  the  sails  of  a  wind- 
mill saltire-wise,  with  a  star  in  each  of  the  four  interspaces  which 
are  occupied  by  the  beavers  and  barrels  in  the  ISTew  York  City 


*A  copy  of  this  grant  is  printed  in  the  New  York  Evening  Post  of  January 
9,  1915. 
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coat-of-arms  aud  a  fifth  star  in  the  center  at  the  junction  of  the 
sails.  The  eoat-of-arnis  of  Olof  Stevenson  van  Cortlandt  may  be 
seen  thus  depicted  in  Bolton's  History  of  Westchester  County  (1, 
100),  and  Wilson's  Memorial  History  of  'New  York  (I,  394,  463). 
As  Van  Cortlandt  vs^as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  and  Burgomaster 
of  iSiew  Amsterdam  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  to  the  English, 
was  one  of  the  six  Commissioners  who  met  the  English  deputies 
and  arranged  the  terms  of  capitulation,  and  took  a  leading  part 
in  the  affairs  of  the  renamed  City  of  New  York  in  which  he  was 
living  in  1686,  one  is  tempted  to  think  that  the  idea  of  the  wind- 
mill as  an  heraldic  device  in  the  City  seal  may  have  been  sug- 
gested by  the  Van  Cortlandt  arms.  Windmills  naturally  remind 
one  of  Holland,  where  they  are  used  so  numerously  to  pump  M^ater 
from  the  lower  ditches  to  the  higher,  and  for  milling  purposes ; 
but  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  the  windmill  in  the  City 
coat-of-arms  is  a  Dutch  windmill.  Windmills  were  and  still  are 
used  in  England;  and  they  were  used  in  New  Amsterdam  and 
New  York.  The  first  mill  erected  in  New  Amsterdam  in  1626 
was  a  horse-mill,  built  by  Francois  Molemaecker,  over  which  was 
a  spacious  room  for  religious  worship;!  but  the  principal  sources 
of  mechanical  power  in  New  Amsterdam  and  New  York  before 
the  era  of  steam  were  wind  and  water.  Only  one  or  two  streams 
on  Manhattan  Island  had  volume  enough  to  run  mills;  but  there 
were  several  windmills.  One  of  the  earliest,  which  excited  the 
amazement  of  the  Indians,  stood  in  what  is  now  Battery  Place  just 
H'est  of  BroadAvay.  In  views  of  New  Amsterdam  from  the  south 
it  appears  over  the  southwest  bastion  of  the  fort.  Its  location  is 
indicated  on  the  so-called  Duke's  plan  of  1664.  Other  windmills 
were  located  on  a  hill  south  of  Maiden  Lane  and  west  of  Pearl 
Street;  X  near  Church  and  Cortlandt  Streets;  T[  on  the  northwest 
side  of  Park  Row  about  where  the  Municipal  Building  is ;  §  near 

*  Modern  motors  are  now  being  introduced  into  Dutch  windmills  and  the 
characteristic  sails  are  beginning  to  disappear,  thus  robbing  the  landscape  of 
a  picturesque  feature. 

t  Wassenaer's  "  Historisch  Verhael." 

t  Picture  of  Smith's  Vly  in  Early  Times,  Valentine's  Manual,  1801. 
URcv.  John  Miller's  Plan  of  IfjOo. 

§  Nicoll's  map  of  about  lOfio;  Lyne  survey  or  Bradford  map  1731.  This  is 
possibly  one  of  the  two  windmills  which  appear  in  the  illustrations  accom- 
panying the  journal  of  the  Labadists  Bankers  and  Sluyter,  IGSO. 
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the  corner  of  Oliver  Street  and  the  ISTew  Bowery ;  *  and  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Bowery  between  Canal  and  Hester  Streets.f 
There  were  many  others.  The  significance  of  the  windmill  in  the 
City  arms  is  to  be  interpreted  in  connection  with  the  flour  barrels. 

The  Flour  Barrels  symbolize  the  industry  upon  which  the  pros- 
perity of  ISTew  York  in  the  early  English  regime  chiefly  depended. 
Soon  after  the  English  took  ISTew  York,  the  City  was  granted  the 
staple  right  of  bolting  flour.  When  the  Common  Council  in  1683 
petitioned  for  the  confirmation  by  charter  of  privileges  enjoyed 
since  1665,  it  enumerated  among  other  things  the  following: 

"  ]N"o  Flower  was  to  be  bolted  or  Packed  or  Bickett  made  ffor 
exportation  but  in  y®  Citty  of  Newyorke  being  fl'or  y®  Incourage- 
ment  of  trade  &  keeping  vp  y®  reputation  of  Newyorke  Slower  w*^^ 
is  in  great  request  in  y®  West  Indie (s)  and  y°  only  support  and 
maintenance  of  y®  Inhabitants  of  this  Citty  and  if  not  confirmed 
to  them  will  ruine  &  depopulate  y*^  same. "J 

In  consequence  of  that  privilege  "  the  Citty  hath  been  much 
increased  with  Inhabitants,  by  the  Manufactories  of  ye  Said 
Elower,  bread,  and  Cask,  &c."§ 

From  the  above  quotation  it  appears  that  the  manufacture  of 
flour  barrels  as  well  as  flour  was  a  leading  occupation  of  the  inhab- 
itants. 

The  Beavers  in  the  seal  of  1686  have  the  historical  significance 
of  the  same  device  in  the  earlier  seals. 

The  Indian,  forming  the  sinister  supporter,  is  represented  as  a 
bald-headed  individual  in  the  absurd  woodcut  in  the  Documentary 
History  of  New  York,  volume  IV,  page  396.  In  the  seal  itself, 
the  Indian  wears  a  headdress  of  many  feathers  like  the  war  bon- 
net of  the  Plains  Indians.  In  the  seal  of  1915,  this  figure  has 
been  made  to  conform  to  authentic  descriptions  of  the  Indians 
about  Manhattan.  The  Manhattan  Indians  who  were  coastal 
Algonquins,  and  the  interior  Indians,  the  Iroquois,  had  linguistic 
and  other  differences,  but  they  had  some  customs  in  common.  One 

*  Montresor  map  1775. 

t  Holland  map  1757;  Eatzer  may  1766. 

%  Common  Council  Minutes,  I,  104. 

§  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  Lyndall  vs.  Schuyler,  October,  1692. 


Twentieth  Annual  Report 


835 


was  the  way  in  which  the  men  dressed  their  hair.  Dominie  Mega- 
polensis,  writing  of  the  Mohawks  in  1644,  says: 

"  The  men  have  a  long  lock  of  hair  hanging  down,  some  on 
one  side  of  the  head  and  some  on  both  sides.  On  top  of  their 
heads  they  have  a  streak  of  hair  from  the  forehead  to  the  neck 
about  the  breadth  of  three  fingers  and  this  they  shorten  until  it  is 
about  two  or  three  fingers  long  and  it  stands  right  on  end  like  a 
cock's  comb  or  hog's  bristles.  On  both  sides  of  this  cock's  comb 
they  cut  all  the  hair  short  except  the  aforesaid  locks  .  .  .  and 
here  and  there  small  locks."* 

And  David  Pietersen  de  Vries,  writing  in  1642,  says: 

"  I  will  state  something  of  the  nations  about  Fort  Amster- 
dam. .  .  The  Indians  .  .  .  have  black  hair  with  a  long  lock 
which  they  braid  and  let  hang  on  one  side  of  the  head.  The 
hair  is  shorn  on  top  of  the  head  like  a  cock's  comb."t 

This  custom  is  excellently  illustrated  in  contemporary  pictures 
of  the  Virginia  Indians,  who  were  Algonquins  like  the  Manhattan 
Indians.!    (See  plate  28) 

These  Indians  are  represented  with  only  one,  two  or  three 
feathers  in  their  hair  when  they  have  any,  and  not  with  the  war- 
bonnet  of  the  western  Indians. 

In  the  seal  of  1686,  the  Indian  is  correctly  represented  with 
a  one-piece  bow  (technically  called  a  self -bow),  but  in  the  modern 
seal  lately  in  use  ^nd  in  other  delineations  of  it,  the  bow  is  a 
compound  or  double-curve  bow  with  a  straight  handle  in  the  mid- 
dle. The  eastern  Indians  did  not  use  the  compound  bow,§  and  in 
the  standard  seal  of  1915  it  is  restored  to  the  single-curved  form  as 
in  the  seal  of  1686  and  as  authenticated  in  the  illustrations  of 
Algonquin  types  mentioned  in  footnote. J 

The  Sailor,  forming  the  dexter  supporter,  has  been  misunder- 
stood and  misrepresented  more  than  any  other  feature  of  the  seal. 

*  Narratives  of  New  Netherland,  Jameson,  173. 
t  Narratives  of  Neve  Netherland,  217. 

%  Etchinn;s  by  De  Bry  in  Hariot's  Relation,  1590,  based  on  drawings  made 
by  John  White  in  Virginia.  Picture  of  Capt.  John  Smith  taking  the  King 
of  the  Pamunkey  Indians  prisoner  in  1608  in  Smith's  General  History  of 
Virginia,  etc.  Picture  of  the  attire  of  the  Susquehanna  Indians  on  Smith's 
map  of  Virginia. 

§  Handbook  of  American  Indians.    Hodge.    Bureau  of  Ethnology. 
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Dr.  E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  in  the  Documentary  History  of  New  York, 
III,  398  (copied  in  Valentine's  Manual,  1851,  420),  says: 

"  Supporters,  two  Indian  chiefs  proper ;  the  one  on  the  dexter  ; 
side  holds  a  warclub  in  his  right  hand,  the  one  on  the  sinister  ' 
holds  in  his  left  hand  a  bow.    In  the  dexter  corner  over  the 
Indian's  head  is  a  cross  patriachal,  as  emblematic  of  the  Gospel 
to  which  he  is  subject." 

When  one  sees  the  naked,  mannikin-like  figure  of  the  dexter  t 
supporter    represented    in    the    woodcut    (plate    24,    fig.    c)  | 
accompanying  O'Callaghan's  description,  he  is  not  surprised  i 
at    this    misreading    of    the    device.     In    the    original    seal,  i 
the   figure   is   a   very   decently-clothed   sailor,   wearing  knee- 
breeches.     The  object  in  his  right  hand  is  not  a  war  club  \ 
but  a  lead-line  for  sounding  the  depth  of  the  water;  and  the 
double-cross  above  him  is  not  a  patriarchal  cross  but  a  cross- 
staff,  a  navigating  instrument.    In  the  patriarchal  cross,  the  upper  : 
cross-piece  is  shorter  than  the  lower,  while  in  the  seal  the  upper  is 
longer  than  the  lower.     The  Art  Commission  Associates  also 
received  the  suggestion  that  the  cross  was  the  emblem  of  the 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  but 
upon  inquiry  in  ISTew  York  and  London,  it  was  learned  that  the 
Society  never  used  such  an  emblem.    In  the  technical  description 
of  navigating  instruments  in  Capt.   John  Davis'   "  Seaman's 
Secrets,"  1607,  reprinted  in  volume  59  of  the  publications  of  the 
Hakluyt  Society,  the  double  cross-staff  is  illustrated  as  it  appears 
in  the  seal,  with  the  longer  cross-piece  (transom,  or  transversary) 
farthest  away  from  the  eye.*     The  cross-staff  is  frequently 
depicted  in  old  portraits  and  maps,  as  in  Montanus'  engraving 
of  Columbus  and  in  the  vignette  on  the  West  Indische  Paskaert  by 
Anthony  Jacobsz,  which  is  reproduced  in  volume  1  of  Documents  | 
Relating  to  the  Colonial  History  of  ISTew  York.    The  latter  is  par- 
ticularly suggestive,  as  the  sinister  supporter  in  this  vignette, 
like  the  dexter  in  the  seal  of  1686,  is  a  man  holding  a  sounding 
lead,  while  the  dexter  supporter  is  a  man  "  taking  the  sun  "  with 


*  For  fuller  description  of  the  cross-staff  and  the  manner  of  its  use,  see 
Annual  Report  of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society  for 
1910,  pp.  276-278. 
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across-staff."  (See  plate  27.)  As  Henry  Hudson  used  the  cross- 
staff  and  by  its  means  first  ascertained  the  latitude  of  the  entrance 
to  ISTew  York  harbor  40°  30',  the  restoration  of  this  device  in  the 
seal  of  1915  is  particularly  interesting. 

The  Croivn,  forming  the  crest  of  the  seal  of  1C86,  on  the  Ten 
Eyck  land  grant  of  1687,  is  a  ducal  coronet.  This  is  surprising, 
becaiTse  in  1685  the  Duke  of  York  ascended  the  throve  as  James 
11.  At  a  date  not  known  at  the  present  writing,  the  crest  on  the 
seal  was  properly  changed  to  an  imperial  crown,  showing  the  dis- 
tinguishing arches  rising  from  the  circlet  and  supporting  the  orb 
and  cross. t  The  Manuscript  Section  of  the  l^ew  York  State 
Library  can  give  no  light  on  the  question  of  the  date  of  the  change 
from  the  ducal  coronet  to  the  imperial  crown  owing  to  the  fact 
that  all  the  seals  which  appeared  on  documents  in  the  New  York 
Colonials  Manuscripts  or  other  manuscripts  in  the  collection  were 
so  melted  by  heat  at  the  time  of  the  fire  in  the  Capitol  in  1911  that 
even  on  documents,  which  otherwise  were  fairly  well  preserved, 
the  impressions  of  the  seals  are  entirely  lost.  But  the  change  was 
made  at  least  as  early  as  1701,  for  a  beautiful  impression  of  the 
seal  with  the  imperial  crown  may  be  seen  at  the  New  York  His- 
torical Society  on  a  document  dated  October  1,  1701,  certifying 
that  Thomas  Evans  had  been  made  a  freeman  of  the  City.  This 
impression  is  so  sharp  that  it  even  shows  the  row  of  buttons  on  the 
sailor's  jacket.:}: 

Tlie  Date,  1686,  in  the  seal  of  that  year  is  self-explanatory. 
This  date  was  retained  until  after  the  Revolution,  but  then  fell 
into  disuse  as  having  no  special  significance.  In  designing  the 
standard  form  of  seal  in  1915,"  the  Art  Commission  Associates 
thought  til  at  in  inserting  a  date,  it  was  better  to  use  a  date  which 

*  Tlip  triple  cross-staves  in  this  vionette  are  erroneously  depicted  with  the 
smallest  cross-pieces  farthest  from  the  eye. 

t  It  is  a  curious  fact  tliat  wiiile  the  wood-cut  accompanying  O'Callaghan's 
description  of  the  seal  in  the  Documentary  History  of  New  York,  III,  398, 
shows  an  imperial  crown,  his  printed  description  calls  it  a  coronet.  As  he 
could  not  have  mistaken  the  crest  in  his  illustration  for  a  coronet,  except 
through  ignorance,  one  wonders  whether  he  did  not  write  his  description  from 
an  earlier  example. 

t  For  the  purpose  of  illustration  in  plate  24,  figure  b,  we  have  copied  an 
impression  of  the  same  seal,  having  a  color  more  favorable  for  photographic 
reproduction,  attached  to  a  land-grant  to  Cornelius  Van  Ranst,  dated  Feb.  12, 
1750,  in  the  N.  Y.  Hist.  Socy.  archives. 


838    American  Soenio  and  Histokic  Peeseevation  Society 

possessed  some  capital  meaning,  and  therefore  adopted  the  date 
1664,  the  year  in  which  the  City  was  first  named  'New  York. 

The  Name  of  New  York,  which  appears  in  the  Latin  form  in 
the  legend  of  the  seal,  has  an  interesting  origin.  Through  the 
Duke  of  York  it  comes  from  the  old  cathedral  city  of  York  in 
England.  The  word  is  derived  from  two  ancient  roots,  ure  or 
euor,  meaning  water,  and  ac  meaning  place.  Euor-ac,  contracted 
to  York,  means  "  place  at  the  water."  The  old  City  of  York  is 
situated  on  the  Ouse  Eiver,  which  was  anciently  the  Ure,  a  name 
now  applied  to  one  of  its  tributaries.  New  York,  therefore,  is  a 
transplanted  place-name  with  unusual  propriety  of  meaning.  In 
some  languages  the  letters  u,  v  and  h  are  interchangeable  under 
certain  circumstances  owing  to  well-known  physiological  causes 
and  phonetic  rules.*  Thus  Euor-ac,  or  Evor-ac,  becomes  Ebor-ac, 
and  with  the  Latin  termination  um,  we  haye  Eboracum. 

Small  Seal  of  the  Period 

We  have  referred,  on  the  preceding  page,  to  the  inexplicable 
ducal  coronet  on  the  first  seal  of  1686.  Another  mystery  is 
presented  by  the  existence  of  another  "  common  seal "  of  the  City 
with  ducal  coronet  at  the  same  time  as  the  impression  of  the  seal 
of  1686  on  the  Ten  Eyck  land  grant  of  1687.  It  is  a  round  seal, 
about  1  3/16  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  Upon  a  shield  are  the 
windmill,  beavers  and  barrels  as  in  the  larger  seal.  Above  the 
shield  is  a  ducal  coronet,  and  on  each  side  is  some  scroll-like 
mantling.  It  has  no  legend  or  motto.  The  earliest  impression  of 
this  seal  knovm  to  the  writer  is  on  the  certificate  of  allegiance 
of  Johannes  Kipp  in  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  dated 
September  8,  1687.  Other  impressions  are  upon  a  land  grant  to 
Anna  Maria  Van  Home,  signed  by  Mayor  Abraham  De  Peyster, 
and  dated  April  21,  1692,  in  the  possession  of  the  New  York  Title 
Guarantee  &  Trust  Co. ;  and  warrants  signed  by  Mayors  Ebenezer 
Willson  (1709),  Caleb  Heathcote  (1711)  and  John  Johnston 
(1719)  in  the  Records  Room  of  the  City  Clerk  in  the  Municipal 
Building.  Our  illustration  (plate  24,  figure  d)  is  from  a  very 
sharp  impression  on  the  Heathcote  document.  The  document 
begins  as  follows: 

*  Familiar  examples  are  Havana,  Habana;  and  Servia,  Serbia. 


i 


Twentieth  Anntjal  Report 


839 


Xew  Yorkj 

Caleb  Heathcote  Esq""  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New 
York  To  Samiiell  Bayard  Esq^  Alderman  of  the 
Dock  Ward  of  the  said  City  Greeting:" 

Then  follows  an  order  to  summon  the  electors  of  the  ward  to 
ishoose  a  Constable  in  place  of  David  Lyell  who  refused  to  serve; 
and  it  concludes : 

"  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Common  Seal  of  the  said  City 
the  sixteenth  day  of  October  in  the  tenth  year  of  her  Majesties 
Reign  Anno  Dom.  iTll. 

"  Caleb  Heathcote." 

It  is  not  known  when  and  lander  what  circumstances  this  seal 
came  into  existence.  Between  the  granting  of  the  seal  of  1669 
and  the  year  1687,  when  we  find  this  other  seal  in  use,  there  is 
'record  of  the  making  of  only  one  City  seal,  namely,  that  of  1686 
with  the  legend.    If  this  were  the  seal  of  1669  still  continued  in 

I  use,  the  problem  would  be  solved,  but  that  cannot  now  be  estab- 
lished.   That  the  use  of  both  seals  was  officially  recognized  is 

1  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  on  October  14,  1689,  ex-Mayor  Stephen 
Van  Cortlandt  was  directed  by  the  Common  Council  to  deliver 
to  the  High  Constable  "  y^  Citys  Charter  and  also  y®  City  Seales  " 
and  on  April  24  and  again  on  October  15,  1691,  the  Common 
Council  fixed  the  Mayor's  fees  for  afiixing  the  seals  at  "  Six  shill, 
for  Euery  great  Seale  and  three  Shillings  for  a  small  Scale," 
— showing  that  there  were  more  seals  than  one. 

The  Mayoralty  and  Other  Seals  of  1735 

In  1735,  the  Coromon  Council  had  trouble  with  Mayor  Paul 
Richard  in  regard  to  the  custody  of  the  common  seal  of  the  City. 
The  Mayor  refused  to  surrender  the  seal,  and  on  July  8,  1735, 
the  Council  appointed  a  committee  to  seek  legal  counsel  as  to 
the  proper  steps  to  be  taken  "  for  Breaking  the  said  seal  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  Said  Mayor  or  declaring  the  same  void,  and  for 
making  A  I^ew  seal  for  the  use  of  this  Corporation."  On  July  22 
the  committee  reported  that  the  Corporation  had  full  power  to 
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determine  who  should  keep  the  seal;  whereupon  the  Common 
Council  minutes  continue : 

"  Mr.  Mayor  having  Consented  to  deliver  the  seal  of  this 
Corporation  to  the  Common  Clerk  of  this  Corporation  for  the  use 
of  the  Said  Corporation,  it  is  Ordered  that  A  seal  be  forthwith 
made  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Mayor;  which  Seal  is  to  be  called 
the  seal  of  the  Office  of  Mayorality  of  the  City  of  ISTew  York;  that 
the  Said  Seal  be  Round  something  larger  than  a  Dollar,  the  City 
Arms  to  be  Engraved  thereon,  and  that  the  Motto  be  (City  of 
'New  York  Seal  of  Mayorality)  and  that  Mr.  Le  Eoux  make  the 
same  with  all  Expedition." 

The  Mr.  Le  Roux  referred  to  was  an  Alderman  and  a  goldsmith. 
On  September  16,  1735,  the  Common  Council  approved  his  bill 
amounting  to  £5  :  9  :  3.  The  original  bill,  on  file  in  the  Record 
Room  of  the  City  Clerk  in  the  Municipal  building,  reads  as 
follows : 

The  Corpor^°  of  Xew  York  to  Charles  Le  Roux  Dr. 
To  3  O^'  5'^  silver  in  one  Seale  for  the  offis  of  Mayoralty  £1  :   9  :  3 
To  engraving  the  Seale  4  :  —  :  — 


£5  :   9  :  3 

P<i  Charles  Le  Roux 

Sept.  IG  1735. 

The  action  of  the  Common  Council  in  July  led  to  further  con- 
troversy, the  particulars  of  which  may  be  found  at  pages  263-266, 
272,  288-290,  295,  303-304,  of  volume  IV  of  the  printed  Minutes. 
The  law  of  July  8  was  repealed  and  on  October  23,  1735,  a  new 
law  was  adopted  "  declaring  to  what  uses  the  seal  of  this  corpora- 
tion, the  seal  of  the  Mayor's  Court,  and  the  seal  of  the  mayoralty 
of  this  City  shall  be  put  unto."  There  were  now  three  well  estab- 
lished seals  with  diiferent  names  for  prescribed  uses. 

The  Seal  of  17 8 

The  British  evacuated  I^ew  York  on  JN'ovember  25,  1783,  and 
steps  were  at  once  taken  to  reorganize  the  City  government.  On 
December  15,  1783,  a  Board  of  seven  Aldermen  and  as  many 
Assistants  was  elected  and  on  February  7,  1784,  Mayor  James 
Duane  was  installed.     On  March  16  following  the  Common 
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Council  passed  an  ordinance  entitled  "  A  Law  for  altering  and 
directing  tlie  uses  of  the  public  Seales  of  this  City  "  and  directed 
its  publication  in  one  of  the  newspapers  of  the  City.*  The  law 
appears  in  a  rare  copy  of  "  The  J^ew  York  Packet  and  the  Ameri- 
can Advertiser "  of  April  8,  1784,  in  the  Xew  York  Public 
Labrary  as  follows : 

"  A  Law  for  altering  and  directing  the  Uses  of  the  Public  Seals 

of  this  City. 

"  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of 
the  city  of  N^ew  York,  in  Common  Council  convened,  and  it  is 
hereby  ordained  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  Seal, 
commonly  called  the  City  Seal,  the  Seal,  commonly  called  the  Seal 
of  the  ^layor's  Court,  and  the  Seal  commonly  called  the  Seal  of 
the  Mayoralty,  be  respectively  altered  in  the  following  manner, 
That  is  to  say,  That  the  device,  on  the  said  seals  respectively,  in 
representation  of  an  Imperial  crown  be  defaced,  and  that  instead 
thereof,  the  crest  of  the  arms  of  the  state  of  ISTew  York,  that  is 
to  say,  a  representation  of  a  semi-globe,  with  a  soaring  eagle 
thereon,  be  inserted,  and  that  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  cause 
the  said  seals  respectively  to  be  altered  accordingly. 

''And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  said  first  beforementioned  Seal  be,  and  remain  in  the  custody 
and  keeping  of  the  Clerk  of  this  city,  and  that  the  same  be  puti 
and  affixed  to  all  grants,  leases,  freedoms,  warrants  and  other 
instruments  and  writings  which  shall,  from  time  to  time  be  made, 
granted  or  issued,  \y  order  of  the  Common  Coimcil  or  otherwise, 
provided  for  by  the  charter  of  the  city,  and  to  freedoms  granted 
by  order  of  the  Mayor's  Court,  and  that  the  said  seal  be  not  put 
or  used  to  any  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

That  the  said  small  seal  commonly  called  the  Seal  of  the 
Mayor's  Court  also  be  and  remain  in  the  custody  and  keeping  of 
the  said  Clerk,  and  be  put  and  affixed  to  all  process,  issuing  out  of 
the  said  Court,  and  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 
and  to  no  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

And  the  said  Seal,  commonly  called  the  Seal  of  Mayoralty,  be 
and  remain  in  the  custody  and  keeping  of  the  Mayor  of  the  said 
city  for  the  time  being,  and  that  the  same  may,  by  the  said  Mayor, 
or  by  the  said  Mayor,  or  Court  of  Aldermen  of  the  said  city  for 
the  time  being,  be  put  and  affixed  to  all  such  writings  and 
instruments,  depositions,  affidavits,  examplifications,  testimonials, 

*  The  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council  from  February  10,  1784,  to  June 
24,  1789,  are  printed  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  American  Scenic  and  His- 
toric Preservation  Society  for  1912,  1913,  1914  and  1915. 
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protests,  and  other  matters  and  things  as  are  usual  and  customary 
to  be  certified  under  the  public  seal  of  any  Mayoralty,  for  the 
better  attesting  of  the  truth  of  the  matters  and  things  thereby 
certified." 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  on  September  1,  lY84, 
the  Mayor  produced  the  new  seals  as  thus  recorded: 

"  Mr.  Mayor,  Pursuant  to  the  Ordinance  of  this  Corporation 
in  that  case  made  &  provided  produced  to  the  Board  the  Corpora- 
tion, the  Mayoralty  &  the  Mayors  Court  Seals  altered  agreeable 
to  the  Directions  of  the  said  Ordinance,  which  said  Seals  being 
respectively  examined  &  approved  of  by  the  Board  it  was  there- 
upon Ordained  determined  and  declared  that  the  said  Seals 
respectively  be  adopted  as  the  public  Seals  of  this  City  &  that  the 
old  Seals  be  broken  by  the  Clerk  in  presence  of  Mr.  Mayor  and 
the  said  Old  Seals  were  respectively  broken  accordingly." 

At  the  same  meeting  the  bill  of  Andrew  Billings  for  making  the 
seals,  amounting  to  £15  :  10,  was  approved  for  payment.  The 
original  bill,  preserved  among  the  documents  in  the  Eecords  Room 
of  the  City  Clerk,  reads  as  follows: 

The  Hon^'^e  The  Corporation  of  the  City  of  JS^ew  York 

To  And^  Billings  Dr. 

1Y84         To  making  and  Engraving  the  Greate  Seal 
Aug*  30       of  the  Corporation  £7  :   9  :  4 

To  making  and  Engraving  the  Seal  of 

Mayoralty  6  :  10  :  8 

To  making  and  Engraving  the  Seal  of  the 

Mayors  Court  1  :  10  :  0 

15  :  10  :  0 

Errors  Excepted 

Andrew  Billings 

A  fine  impression  of  this  seal  at  the  ISTew  York  Historical 
Society  (jSTo.  3  of  the  Paulding  seals)  shows  a  shield  bearing  the 
windmill,  beavers  and  flour  barrels ;  the  dexter  supporter  a  sailor 
in  long  trousers  holding  a  lead  line;  the  sinister  supporter  an 
Indian  with  full  feathered  headdress,  holding  a  double-curved 
bow  (which  the  Algonquin  Indians  did  not  use)  ;  the  crest,  a  fly- 
ing eagle  rising  to  the  dexter;  the  date  1686;  and  the  legend 
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"  Sigillnm  Civitat.  Xov.  Eborac."  On  eaph  side  of  the  crest, 
rising  from  the  corners  of  the  shield,  is  a  spray  or  branch  bearing 
some  kind  of  flower  or  fruit.  The  cross  staiT  is  omitted  over  the 
sailor.    (See  plate  25,  figure  a.) 

The  Eagle  and  hemisphere  are  taken,  as  stated  in  the  ordinance, 
from  the  arms  of  the  State  which  were  adopted  March  16,  1778 
(chapter  XII).  That  act,  however,  did  not  describe  the  arms,  and 
■when  they  were  described  by  chapter  59  of  the  laws  of  1909 
(chap.  57  of  the  Consolidated  Laws)  the  hemisphere  was  inter- 
preted as  a  two-thirds  globe.    The  description  of  1909  says: 

Crest :  On  a  wreath  azure  and  or,  an  American  eagle  proper, 
rising  to  the  dexter  from  a  two  thirds  globe  terrestrial,  showing 
the  north  Atlantic  ocean  with  outlines  of  its  shores." 

The  adoption  of  the  eagle  in  the  State  arms  antedated  the  first 
suggestion  of  an  eagle  in  the  ISTational  arms  by  foair  years,  William 
Barton  having  suggested  the  latter  in  1782.*  The  source  of  this 
idea  in  the  State  arms  is  not  known.  The  eagle  has  occupied  a 
prominent  place  in  the  mythology,  symbolism  and  heraldry  of  both 
the  Old  and  Xew  Worlds  from  time  out  of  mind.  The  Romans  car- 
ried it  before  their  armies ;  Charlemagiae  adopted  it  as  an  emblem 
after  his  coronation  in  800 ;  and  it  was  a  familiar  device  in  later 
heraldry.  It  symbolized  divinity,  empire,  power,  freedom,  rising 
aspirations,  and  other  noble  conceptions.  The  eagle,  phoenix  and 
other  birds  used  in  ancient  devices  could  not  have  escaped  the 
attention  of  Americans  when  they  came  to  design  American  coats- 
of-arms,  and  it  is  suggested  by  Mr.  Wilde  in  his  "  Civic  Ancestry 
of  Xew  York,"  that  a  phoenix  on  a  globe  in  a  Dutch  medal  may 
have  been  the  source  of  the  idea  which  was  given  an  American 
adaptation.  It  is  an  interesting  fact,  however,  that  there  is  —  or 
was,  in  1861  —  preserved  in  the  Royal  Museum  in  Amsterdam, 
an  ancient  Xew  York  token,  bearing  on  the  obverse  an  eagle  with 
wings  displayed,  rising  to  the  dexter,  and  the  legend  "  Xew  Yorke 
in  America."  An  electrotype  copy  is  in  the  Yale  University 
numismatic  collection.  The  token  bears  no  date,  but  the  spelling 
of  "  Xew  Yorke  "  indicates  a  pre-Revolutionary  date  and  Mr.  F. 
P.  Brewer,  in  the  Historical  Magazine  for  October,  1861  (p. 

•  History  of  the  Seal  of  the  United  States,  by  Gaillard  Hunt,  1909. 


844    American  Scenic  and  Histoeic  Pkesekvation  Society 

294),  attributes  it  to  the  period  between  1700  and  1706.  But 
probably  the  compelling  reason  for  the  adoption  of  the  eagle  by 
the  State  of  New  York  in  1778,  by  the  United  States  in  1782  and 
by  the  City  of  New  York  in  1784  was  that  the  eagle  is  native  to 
America  and  by  its  strength,  daring  and  vision,  suggests  power, 
independence  and  perspicacity.  Furthermore,  if  the  European 
eagle  was  prominent  in  European  heraldry,  the  American  eagle 
also  had  its  place  in  American  heraldry  before  and  at  the  time  of 
the  coming  of  the  white  man  to  this  continent;  for  the  American 
Indians  had  a  system  of  military,  tribal  and  family  designation 
"  comparable  iwth  the  heraldic  system  of  Europe  "  *  and  the  eagle 
was  depicted  on  the  body,  totem  poles,  baskets,  pottery,  wigwams, 
and  by  all  the  methods  of  art  expression  known  to  the  aborgines. 
In  ISTew  York  State,  where  the  eagle  is  bred,  it  was  represented  in 
the  tribal  pictography  of  the  Iroquois  t  and  probably  of  the  coastal 
tribes.  The  eagle  was  universally  venerated  by  the  natives  and 
occupies  a  large  place  in  their  religious  ceremonies  to  this  day. 
Its  feathers  are  highly  prized  not  only  for  ceremonial  purposes 
but  also  for  personal  adornment,  as  appears  from  the  head  decora- 
tion of  the  coastal  tribes  and  the  elaborate  war-bonnet  of  the  Plains 
Indians.  A  tail  of  twelve  war  feathers  is  said  to  be  worth  a  pony 
among  the  latter. 

As  the  City  Fathers  of  1784  saw  no  incongruity  in  associating 
the  American  eagle  with  the  pre-Revolutionary  date  of  1686  in 
their  amended  seal,  the  City  Fathers  of  1915  have  had  no  hesita- 
tion on  account  of  the  eagle  crest  in  setting  the  date  on  the 
standardized  seal  back  a  few  years  farther  to  the  historic  year 
1664  in  which  the  City  of  New  York  was  baptized  with  its  present 
name. ' 

*  "  Handbook  of  American  Indians."   Hodge,  Bureau  of  Ethnology, 
t  Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  I,  page  4  and  illustrations. 
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Variations  in  Representations 

The  compelling  reason  for  the  Art  Commission's  recommenda- 
tion of  a  standard  fomi  for  the  City  seal  was  that  both  in  times 
past  and  at  the  present  time  no  fixed  design  has  been  adhered  to 
in  the  delineation  of  the  City  arms.     (See  plate  25,  figure  b, 

■  and  plate  2G,  figures  a,  b  and  c.)  In  woodcuts  of  the  beaver 
these  animals  sometimes  appear  like  dogs  and  sometimes  like  pigs 

■  with  pointed  snouts.  The  Indian  is  represented  with  a  western 
war-bonnet  on  his  head  (seal  of  1686),  or  bald-headed  (woodcut 
of  same),  or  with  a  cluster  of  feathers  like  a  rooster's  tail  (Mayor's 
passport.  Corporation  Manual,  1870).  His  apron  follows  the 
styles  of  different  tribes  at  different  times.  His  bow  is  the  long 
one-piece  bow,  and  also  the  doiible-curved  bow.  He  shifts  uneasily 
from  the  sinister  side  to  the  dexter  side,  and  when  he  gets  tired 
he  sits  down  (DiagTam  of  Aldermen's  Chamber,  1854,  in  Corpora- 
tion Manual).  The  dexter  supporter  is  equally  unreliable  in  his 
conduct  and  more  uncertain  as  to  nationality  and  occupation.  The 
learned  Dr.  E.  B.  O'Callaghan  took  him  for  an  Indian,  and  in  the 

.  gi'eat  medallion  inlaid  in  the  pavement  in  front  of  the  Soldiers 
and  Sailors  Monument  in  Riverside  Park  he  appeal's  as  a  farmer 
with  a  spade,  but  the  consensus  of  public  opinion  is  that  he  is  a 
sailor.  At  times  he  is  naked  as  if  for  a  plunge  overboard  (O'Cal- 
laghan's  woodcut)  ;  but  that  he  has  a  generous  wardrobe  is  evident 
from  the  fact  that  he  wears  knee-breeches  (1686),  longer  "  pants  " 
(1784),  close-fitting  trousers  (1854)  and  long  white  sailor's 
trousers  which  roll  up  at  the  bottom  (1870).  In  the  '50's  and 
'70's,  he  has  a  coat  with  rolling  lapels,  waist  coat,  necktie  and  stove- 
pipe hat.  Beginning  with  a  smooth  face  so  far  as  can  be  learned, 
in  the  '60's  he  wore  side-whiskers  (Manual  title  page),  and  now 
sometimes  appears  with  chin  whiskers  (Aldermen's  letterhead) 
He  exchanges  places  with  the  Indian  from  time  to  time,  strikes 
different  sesthetic  attitudes  (letterhead  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men) and  keeps  the  Indian  company  in  sitting  down  occasionally 
(Mayor's  Passport,  Manual,  1870).  He  also  keeps  progress  with 
the  times  in  nautical  science.  He  discards  the  old  cross-staff  (or 
what  was  equally  useless  in  navigation,  the  patriarchal  cross)  and 
contents  himself  for  a  while  with  the  lead-line ;  but  as  time  goes 
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on  he  acquires  a  sextant,  and  in  order  that  he  may  not  again  be 
taken  for  an  Indian,  he  is  represented  with  an  anchor  and  ships, 
which  surely  indicate  his  nautical  character.  The  eagle,  too,  is 
restless  on  his  perch,  as  perhaps  is  to  be  expected  of  a,  liberty 
loving  eagle.  In  1784  he  is  rising  to  the  dexter,  as  required  by 
law,  but  in  the  19  th  century  he  mounts  in  the  other  direction. 
Generally  he  looks  where  he  is  going,  but  occasionally  he  looks 
backward  to  see  if  he  is  being  followed,  as  has  been  his  habit  of  late 
years  (present  City  seal).  Just  after  the  Revolution,  some  flowers 
sprang  up  around  the  eagle  (seal  of  1784),  but  with  the  increasing 
po|)ulation  of  the  City  the  opportunities  for  gardening  have  grown 
less  and  the  flowers  have  disappeared,  together  with  the  old  date 
1686,  which  was  retained  for  a  while  in  the  same  seaL 

This  review  of  the  vagaries  in  the  representation  of  the  City 
arms  might  be  extended  almost  indefinitely  with  examples  from 
official  seals,  letterheads,  interior  and  exterior  decorations  of  public 
buildings,  policemen's  badges,  policemen's  buttons,  doorknobs  of 
the  court  rooms,  lamp-posts,  etc. ;  but  enough  has  been  said  to 
enable  the  reader  to  appreciate  the  motives  of  the  Art  Commission 
Associates  in  recommending  a  standard  design  in  the  following 
report  to  the  Art  Commission  on  J anuary  9,  1915  : 

As  to  the  design  of  the  City  seal  your  Committee  report  that  it 
has  been  their  endeavor  only  to  secure  an  accurate  and  artistic 
rendering  of  the  seal  of  the  City  as  heretofore  adopted  and  now 
in  use,  in  order  to  estsablish  a  well  authenticated  and  properly 
executed  standard.  At  the  present  time  there  is  no  standard  of 
design  for  the  City  seal,  and  while  the  seals  now  in  use  in  the 
Mayor's  office  and  in  the  City  departments  conform  in  general 
character,  scarcely  any  two  of  them  are  exactly  alike  and  most 
of  them  are  inaccurate  and  highly  inartistic  in  execution.  For  the 
sake  of  consistency  the  seal  wherever  used  should  be  absolutely 
uniform  in  design.  It  should  also  be  as  nearly  accurate  historic- 
ally as  possible  and  should  be  designed  and  executed  with  the 
highest  artistic  skill  and  with  reference  to  its  use  not  only  as  an 
imprint  on  official  documents  but  as  an  architectural  feature  when 
carved  on  municipal  buildings.  In  the  latter  aspect  the  need  for 
a  carefully  studied  and  officially  recognized  design  is  of  increasing 
importance  in  view  of  the  greater  prominence  which  is  now  given 
to  the  seal  as  an  emblem  and  ornkment  upon  buildings  erected  by 
the  City. 
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An  examination  of  the  records  enabled  your  Committee  to 
obtain  photographs  of  early  impressions  of  the  iirst  City  seal  of 
which  we  have  any  exact  information,  adopted  after  the  City  came 
into  possession  of  the  British  in  1664  and  took  the  name  "  New 
York."  The  Dongan  Charter  of  April  27,  1686,  gave  authority 
to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  and  their  successors 
'"  as  they  shall  see  cause  to  break,  change,  alter  and  new  make 
their  said  Common  Seal  when  and  as  often  as  to  them  shall  seem 
convenient"  (Colonial  Laws  of  Xew  York,  I:  186).  Mr.  Victor 
H.  Paltsits,  formerly  State  Historian,  is  authority  for  the  state- 
ment that  the  seal  so  granted,  kno^vn  as  the  Seal  of  1686," 
Avas  the  first  city  seal  depending  upon  charter  rights.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  Common  Council  held  on  July  24,  1686,  the  Mayor 
presented  "  the  I^ew  Scale  of  this  City  "  (Minutes  Com.  Coun.  I: 
179),  and  of  this  seal  Martha  Lamb  says  in  her  history  of  ISTew 
York  (I:  318):  "It  was  richer  and  more  elaborate  than  the 
old  Dutch  city  seal ;  but  it  preserved  the  beaver,  with  the  addition 
<jf  a  flour  barrel  and  the  arms  of  a  windmill,  signifying  the  pre- 
\'ailing  commerce  and  industry."  The  design  of  the  seal  of  1686 
was  modified  in  1784  by  the  substitution  of  an  eagle  in  place  of 
the  royal  crown  as  a  crest,  and  has  been  reproduced  with  thisi 
alteration,  and  the  insertion  of  the  date  "  1664 "  in  place  of 
"  1686." 

The  Committee  have  also  been  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  the 
services  of  Mr.  Paul  Manship,  the  well  known  sculptor,  to  execute 
a  model  of  the  seal  from  the  photographs  above  mentioned.  In 
this  model,  which  is  submitted  herewith,  all  the  details  of  the 
original  seal  are  rendered  with  historic  accuracy  and  fine  artistic 
feeling ;  and  your  Committee  feel  that  Mr.  Manship  has  performed 
an  important  public  service  in  thus  preserving  both  the  design 
and  the  spirit  of  the  ancient  seal  of  the  City,  in  a  form  which  is 
available  for  use  as  a  seal  in  the  literal  sense  of  the  term  and  also 
as  an  imprint  and  architectural  ornament. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  model  so 
executed  be  adopted  as  the  official  design  of  the  City  seal,  that 
it  be  cast  in  bronze  or  other  permanent  form  and  kept  in  the 
Mayor's  office,  and  that  all  representations  of  the  seal  impressed 
or  printed  on  City  documents  or  carved  on  City  buildings  here- 
after shall  be  required  to  conform  to  this  desig-n.  (See  plate  25, 
£gure  c.) 
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The  Official  Flag  of  1915 

The  reason  for  the  recommendation  of  an  official  City  flag 
(plate  22)  is  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  Art  Commission  Asso- 
ciates, dated  January  9,  1915,  as  follows: 

As  to  the  City  flag  your  committee  beg  to  report  that  the  flag  now 
in  use  consists  of  a  white  field  bearing  the  seal  of  the  City  in  dark 
blue.  An  exliaustive  examination  of  the  city  records,  however,  has 
failed  to  disclose  any  resolution  or  other  official  action  adopting 
the  design  of  a  flag  for  the  Cit}^,  nor  has  it  been  possible  to 
determine  when  the  present  flag  came  into  use ;  though  resolutionsi 
have  been  passed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
directing  the  making  of  new  city  flags.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  present  flag  is  not  distinctive  and  has  neither  historical 
association  nor  artistic  merit  to  commend  it  and  that  there  appears 
to  be  no  authority  for  its  use  except  the  mere  fact  of  usage,  your 
Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  City  may  properly  and 
advantageously  direct  its  discontinuance  and  adopt  for  the  official 
flag  a  design  which  shall  possess  both  historic  association  and 
artistic  merit  and  which  shall  also  be  readily  distinguishable  from 
other  flags  in  general  use. 

Considered  historically  the  colors  which  naturally  suggest  them- 
selves are  those  which  first  floated  over  the  Island  of  Manhattan, 
viz. :  the  orange,  white  and  blue  of  the  Dutch  West  India'  Com- 
pany, which  were  also  the  colors  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
^Netherlands  in  1609  when  Henry  Hudson  discovered  the  river 
named  after  him  and  when  in  1626  New  Amsterdam  was  settled 
by  the  Dutch.  The  origin  of  the  Dutch  flag  is  set  forth  in  a 
history  entitled  "  Oorsprong  der  ISTederlandsche  Vlag  "  by  J.  C. 
De  Jonge,  published  at  Amsterdam  in  1831,  from  which  the 
following  translation  is  made: 

"  The  Netherlands  are  not  indebted  to  an  alien  prince  for  their 
famous  flag,  but  the  originator  of  the  same  is  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
that  William  I,  beyond  all  praise,  who  is  also  the  founder  of  the 
freedom  of  his  people.  This  flag  consisted  of  the  colors  of  the 
Prince  and  what  these  colors  were  is  shown  by  the  commands  of 
the  admiralty  of  Zealand,  published  in  1587,  which  specifies  the 
same  as  orange,  white  and  blue.  Already  in  1582,  at  the  time 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  the  ISTetherlands  possessed 
their  own  flag,  and  this  was  the  insignia  or  livery  of  William  the 
Silent ;  orange,  white  and  blue,  a,  flag  borne  by  all  the  ships  of  the 
young  republic  in  its  warfare  against  Spain.  The  cry  '  Oranje 
boven  '  proves  that  the  orange  was  the  topmost  color." 
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Another  work  on  De  Nederlandsche  Vlag  "  by  C.  DeWaard, 
published  at  Groniugen  in  1900,  establishes  the  fact  that  prior  to 
1630  all  flags  used  by  the  Dutch  were  orange,  white  and  blue,  and 
from  the  same  authority  it  appears  that  a  dark  blue  rather  than 
a  light  blue  was  the  shade  in  nse. 

We  are  also  informed  by  Professor  Alexander  Smith,  the  head 
of  the  Department  of  Chemistry  in  Columbia  University,  that  the 
blue  from  indigo,  whether  imported  from  India  or  Egypt  or 
extracted  from  the  plant  known  as  "  woad,"  which  was  cultivated 
throughout  Europe,  was  the  only  fast  dye  of  blue  color  which  was 
known  in  1626  when  New  Amsterdam  was  founded.  This 
amounts  to  a  demonstration  that  the  blue  of  the  original  Dutch 
flag  must  have  been  of  pure  indigo,  a  sample  of  which  has  very 
kindly  been  furnished  by  Professor  Smith,  and  the  blue  bunting 
in  the  specimen  flag  herewith  submitted  has  been  specially  dyed 
for  the  purpose  and  exactly  matches  the  sample.  As  to  the  correct 
shade  of  orange,  there  has  been  no  question,  and  it  is  believed  that 
the  colors  in  the  specimen  flag  are  all  exact  reproductions  of  those 
of  the  Dutch  flag  of  1626. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  the  combination  of  colors 
'represented  in  the  original  Dutch  flag  has  everything  to  commend 
lit  for  adoption  by  the  City,  viz.,  historical  association  extending 
back  to  the  very  beginning  of  the  settlement  of  ISTew  Amsterdam; 
artistic  and  decorative  quality;  and  originality  sufficient  to 
!  distinguish  it  from  flags  in  use  by  other  cities  or  countries.  As  a 
matter  of  arrangement  it  seems  desirable  and  in  accordance  with 
usage  that  the  colors  should  be  placed  in  perpendicular  bars  rather 
than  horizontal  stripes,  the  blue  being  nearest  to  the  flagstaff.  It 
also  seems  fitting  that  the  seal  of  the  City  in  blue  should  be  super- 
imposed upon  the  middle,  or  white  bar  of  the  flag. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  by  the  City 
as  its  official  flag,  and  as  a  substitute  for  the  flag  now  in  use,  a 
flag  combining  the  colors  orange,  white  and  blue,  arranged  in 
perpendicular  bars  of  equal  dimensions,  and  bearing  the  seal  of 
the  City  in  blue  upon  the  middle  or  white  bar,  the  colors  to  con- 
form as  nearly  as  possible  to  those  of  the  flag  of  the  United 
Netherlands  in  1626,  as  shown  in  the  sample  herewith  submitted. 

With  respect  to  the  vertical  arrangement  of  the  colors  of  the 
flag,  it  may  be  added  that  the  flag  is  not  an  imitation  of  the 
flag  of  the  Netherlands,  the  Dutch  East  India  Co.,  or  the  Dutch 
West  India  Co.,  which  were  horizontal  tricolors;  but  a  new  flag, 
embodying  the  historic  colors  of  the  Netherlands  arranged  in  a 
distinctive  way.    The  vertical  arrangement  follows  that  of  the 
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ensign  of  the  old  City  of  Amsterdam,  in  which,  the  municipalii 
colors  —  red,  black  and  red  (with  three  white  saltire  crosses  on 
the  black)  — ^  are  arranged  vertically;  also  of  the  old  flag  of  the 
(lity  of  Paris  which  was  of  two  colors,  red  and  blue,  arranged  ver-i 
tically.*  (At  present  Paris  has  no  other  flag  than  the  French  tri- 
color.) The  order  of  the  arrangement  of  the  municipal  colors  of 
ISTew  York  also  follows  the  practice,  exemplified  in  the  French,! 
Belgium  and  other  vertical  tricolors,  of  placing  the  darkest  bar! 
next  to  the  staff.  The  placing  of  the  City  arms  upon  the  flag 
follows  in  this  respect  not  only  the  unofiicial  City  flag  formerly  in 
use,  but  also  other  precedent. 

Ordinance  of  1915  Adopting  the  Standard  Seal  and  Official  Flag 

Sections  2,  3,  4  and  5  of  chapter  I,  article  2,  of  the  Code  of 
Ordinances  of  the  City  of  Wew  York  f  establishing  the  standard 
seal  and  official  flag  read  as  follows:  ' 

§  2.  City  Seal,  a.  Description.  The  corporate  seal  of  The 
City  of  New  York,  as  adopted  by  the  common  council  on  July  24, 
16 86 J  with  the  alteration  adopted  by  the  common  council  on  March 
16,  1784,  is  hereby  re-established,  and  the  following  device  is 
hereby  adopted  as  the  device  of  said  seal,  to  wit : 

Arms :  Upon  a  shield,  saltire-wise,  the  sails  of  a  windmill,  be- 
tween the  sails,  in  chief  a  beaver,  in  base  a  beaver,  and  on  each 
flank  a  flour  barrel; 

Supporters :  Dexter,  a  sailor,  his  right  arm  bent,  and  holding 
in  his  right  hand  a  plummet ;  his  left  arm  bent,  his  left  hand 
resting  on  the  top  of  the  shield;  above  his  right  shoulder  a  cross- 
staft'.  Sinister,  an  Indian  of  Manhattan,  his  right  arm  bent,  his 
right  hand  resting  on  the  top  of  the  shield,  his  left  hand  holding 
the  upper  end  of  a  bow,  the  lower  end  of  which  rests  on  the  ground. 
Shield  and  supporters  resting  upon  a  horizontal  laurel  branch; 

Date:  Beneath  the  horizontal  laurel  branch  the  date  1664, 
being  the  year  of  the  capture  of  New  Asterdam  by  the  English  and 
the  first  use  of  the  name  City  of  New  York ; 

Crest:  Upon  a  hemisphere,  an  American  eagle  with  wings 
displayed ; 

*  Mr.  Louis  Annin  Ames,  president  of  Annin  &  Co.,  flag  makers. 

t  Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  March  23,  1915,  amended  April  27,  and 
approved  by  the  Mayor  May  1. 
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Legend :  Upon  a  ribbon  encircling  the  lower  balf  of  the  design 
the  words  "  Sigillum  Civitatis  I^ovi  Eboraci 

The  whole  encircled  by  a  laurel  wreath. 

b.  Design.  The  following  design  is  hereby  adopted  as  the 
official  and  standard  design  of  such  corporate  seal : 

(See  plate  25,  figure  c.) 

c.  Execution  and  custody  of.  The  city  clerk  shall  cause  to  be 
executed  and  cast  in  bronze  a  model  of  the  foregoing  design  as  the 
standard  corporate  seal  of  the  city  and  shall  keep  the  same  in  his 
custody.  The  city  clerk  shall  also  cause  the  said  design  to  be 
engraved  in  accurate  conformity  therewith  upon  metal  as  the  seal 
of  the  city  and  shall  keep  and  affix  the  same,  as  provided  in  §  31 
of  the  charter ;  and  he  shall  also  provide  in  the  same  manner  for 
all  other  officers  of  the  city  who  are  required  or  authorized  by  law 
to  have  or  use  the  corporate  seal  of  the  city. 

d.  Date  of  effect  and  use  of.  On  and  after  June  24,  1915,  the 
said  seal  shall  be  used  for  all  requisite  purposes  and  all  representa- 

i  tions  of  the  seal  of  the  city  impressed  or  printed  on  and  after, 
•  said  date  on  documents,  publications,  or  stationery,  issued  or  used 
1  by  or  in  the  name  or  under  the  authority  of  the  city  or  of  any 
borough  or  department  thereof,  or  carved,  or  otherwise  represented 
on  buildings  or  structures  owned  by  the  city;  or  otherwise 
officially  portrayed  shall  be  in  exact  conformity  with  the  aforesaid 
standard  desigTi  without  alteration  or  addition,  except  that  the 
legend  "  Sigillum  Civitatis  ISTovi  Eboraci  "  may  be  omitted  when 
the  design  is  used  pn  the  city  flag  or  for  architectural  or  orna- 
mental purposes.  The  seals  now  in  use  by  the  city  clerk  and  by 
any  other  city  officers  shall  be  defaced  and  cancelled  on  said  date 
by  the  city  clerk  and  shall  remain  in  his  custody. 

§  3.  Official  City  Flag.  The  following  design  is  hereby 
adopted  as  the  design  of  the  official  flag  of  the  city  (plate  22) 
and  as  a  substitute  for  the  flag  now  in  use,  to  wit : 

A  flag  combining  the  colors  orange,  white  and  blue,  arranged  in 
perpendicular  bars  of  equal  dimensions  (the  blue  being  nearest  to 
the  flagstaff)  with  the  standard  design  of  the  seal  of  the  city  in 
blue  upon  the  middle,  or  white  bar,  omitting  the  legend  "  Sigillum 
Civitatis  ISTovi  Eboraci,"  which  said  colors  shall  be  the  same  as 
those  of  the  flag  of  the  United  Netherlands  in  use  in  the  year 
1626. 

§  4.  Mayor  s  Flag.  The  official  flag  of  the  Mayor  shall  be  the 
same  in  design  as  the  official  flag  of  the  City,  except  that  upon  the 
middle  or  white  bar  there  shall  be  above  the  design  of  the  seal 


852    American  Scenic  and  Histokic  Peesekvation  Society 

in  a  semi-circle,  five  blue  five-pointed  stars,  typifying  the  five 
Boroughs  of  the  city;  the  dimensions  of  such  flag  shall  be  thirty- 
three  inches  by  forty-four  inches. 

§  5.  Flags  and  Decorations  on  City  Hall.  All  povv^er  and 
authority  to  display  flags  or  other  decorations  on,  in  or  about  the 
city  hall,  or  other  public  buildings  within  the  City  Hall  park, 
is  hereby  vested  in  the  Mayor,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
board  of  aldermen,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members 
elected  to  the  board. 
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Plan  and  Elevation. 


(bj  Interior  of  stone  foundation  during  demolition. 
Plate  6.  Manhattan  Go's  Reseuvoir,  New  York  City.       See  page  203. 
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Reverse. 

Plate  17.        New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary.    Sea  page  517. 

Official  Medal. 


Plate  18       New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary.    See  page  520. 
Official  Poster. 


Reverse. 

Plate  19.  New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary.     See  page  519 

Official  Badge. 


Plate  20. 


New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary. 
Official  Flag. 


See  page  519. 


'late  21.  Flag  for  Protection  of  Monuments,  Museums.  Etc.,  in  Time  of  War,  Pro- 
OSED  BY  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society.     See  page  339. 


Mate  22. 


Official  Flag  of  New  York  City. 


See  page  848. 


)  Arms  of  City  of  Amsterdam,  drawn 
by  author  from  engraving  of  a  medal 
of  1578.    See  page  S22. 


Seal  of  City  of  Xew  Amsterdam,  1054, 
Irawn  by  author  from  impressions  of 
seal.    See  page  825. 

ite  23.  History  op  the  Seal 


(b)  Seal  of  Province  of  New  Netherland 
1623,  from  Vol.  IV  .  Documentary 
History  of  New^York.    See  page  823. 


(d)  Seal  of  Province  of  New  York,  1669, 
from  Vol.  IV.,  Documentary  History 
of  New  York.    See  Dage  829. 

New  York  City. 


;cal  of  1086,  with  Ducal  Coronet,  (b)  Seal  of  1686  with  Imperial  Crown, 

111  Tea  Evck  land-grant  of  Sept.  1 ,  from  Van  Ranst  land-grant  of  Feb.  12. 

<7.    See  page  831.  1750.    See  page  837. 


ood  cut  of  Seal  of  1686  in  Vol-  (d)  Small  Seal  with  Ducal  Coronet,  used  in 

•  III,  Documentary  History  of  1687  and  later,  from  Heathcote  warrant 

vYork.    See  page  836.  of  1711.    See  page  838. 


24. 


History  of  the  Se.\i,  of  New  York  City. 


a)  Seal  of  1784,  with  Eagle  crest  and  (b)  Seal  in  current  use  in  1915,  from 

date  1686,  from  "  Paulding  seals."  New  the  City's  official  paper,  the  City 

York  Historical  Society.    See  page  840.  Record.    See  page  845. 


(c)  Standard  Design.  Adopted  in  1915.  See  page  850. 
'late  25  HisToitY  of  the  Seal  of  New  York  City. 


(a)  From  diagram  of  Aldermen's  Chamber,  in  Cor- 
poration j\Ianual  for  185-1.    See  page  845. 


(c)  From  facsimile  of  Mayor's  Passport,  in  Corporation  Manual  for  1870.  See  page  845. 
Plate  26.    History  of  the  Seal  of  New  York  City.  Variations  in  Delineation  of 

THE  City's  Arms. 


Plate  27.  History  of  the  Seal  of  New  York  City.        Sp?  page  836. 

Vignette  from  the  West  IndisRhe  Paskaert,  circ.  10  tl,  illustrating  early  navigators  and 
instruments,  and  arms  of  the  City  of  Amsterdam. 


(a)  Fireplace  in  British  Hut  "  S."    R.  P.  Bolton  (standing)  and  W.  L.  Calver  (sitting). 

See  page  478. 


ill)  Cutting  into  floor  of  British  Hut  "  Q."    H.  P.  Bolton  (in  e.\cavation),  and  J.  W. 
Dunsmore  (with  spade).    See  page  470. 

Plate  30.  Revolutionary  Camp  Life  in  New  York  City. 


Plate  32.  Revolutionary  Camp  Iafk  in  New  York  City.      See  page  460. 

British  officers'  buttons  found  on  the  Prescott  Avenue  Camp  Ground. 


Plate  33.  Revolutionary  Camp  Life  in  New  Youk  City.    See  page  469. 

Five  lead  seals,  English  and  French,  from  packages  of  clothing,  and  a  bronze  badge 

of  an  officer  of  the  Guards. 
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Mate  36. 


Philipsb  Manor  Halt.,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 
East  hall  and^stairway. 


See  page  G.3. 


I 


late  39.  State  Reservation,  Stony  Point,  N.  Y.  See  page  31. 

ireplace  in  Museum,  showing  mortars  captured  by  Wayne  from  the  British  in  1779. 


Plate  41.  Federal  Reservation,  Stony  Point,  N.  Y.  See  page  31. 

Bell-tower  on  extreme  point,  adjoining  State  Reservation. 

J! 


'late  44. 


(bj  Knox's  Heatqquarters,  New  Windsor,  N.  Y. 


See  page  239. 


Plate  45. 


{b)  JJii.  HiGBY  House,  New  Windsor  Town,  N.  Y.,  foe  which  the 
Same  Honor  is  Claimed.    See  page  246. 


Plate  46. 


(b)  Fort  Crailo,  Rear,  Rensselaer,  N.  Y. 


See  page  236. 


late  50.  John  Boyd  Thacheh  Park,  N.  Y.  .See  page  84. 

Joint  plane  crevice,  beginning  of  descent  to  Hailes'  Cavern.    See  plate  51. 


Plate  51.  John  Boyd  Thacher  Park,  N.  Y.  See  page  84. 

Joint  plane  crevice  from  below,  on  trail  to  Hailes'  Cavern. 


Plate  52.  John  Boyd  Thacher  Park,  N.  Y.  See  page  84. 

Entrance  to  Hailes'  Cavern,  explored  two  and  a  half  miles  in  1885. 


1814,  NEAR  THIS  S 
T  THE  BOQUET  M 
EL  COMMAND. 


i 


■wt'ilifim'-i 


OFFICERS  AND  MEN  OF  THE 
IMENT  NEW  YORK  MILITIA 
NDER.  HIS  COMMAND  , 
REPULSED  Wm  SIGNAL  LOSS  TO  THE  ENEMY 
THE  ATTEMPT  OF  A  BRITISH  BOAT  PARr" 
TO  DESTROY  THE  PUBLIC  STORES  AT 
WILLSBOROUGH  FALLS 

AMERICAN  CASUALTIES  -  PRIVATE  JOB  STArFCT^r 
SEVERELY^ANTJ-  OTTE  OTHER  SLIGHTLY,  WOTJTIDED 

^^TTTSH  CASUALTIES -ABOUT  THIRTY  MEW 
TCILLED  AND  WOUNDED 

OmCERS  KNOWN  TO  HAVE  BEEN  ENGAGED 
BRrGAUrKR  GETTEfi AL  DANIEL  WRIGHT 

LirUTEHANT  COLONI:l  COMMANDANT  RANSOM  H  ^ 

MAJOR  JOHN  RICHARDSON     --    MAJOR  LOTAAN  WADHA^' " 
ADJtJTANT  HZNRY  H.ROSS     —    CAPTAIN  AMAHAM  ATKI. 
CAPTAIN  JONATHAN  MURRTAM^.-  CAPTAIN  i;ZRA  PARKHTIL 

ERECTED  19f4 


Plate  55.      Boquet  River  Battle  Tablet,  Willsborough,  N.  Y.    See  paga  587. 


Plate  62.  Letchwohth  Park,  N.  Y. 

Glen  Iris  House  and  lawn. 


Plate  63. 


Letchworth  Park,  N.  Y. 
Fountain  near  the  Glen  Iris  House 


See  page  38. 


Plate  64. 


Letchworth  Park,  N.  Y. 
A  woodland  drive. 


See  page  38. 


F'iG.  1.    Contour  map  of  Pine  Rock;  the  cave  is  at  v.    After  J.  D.  Dana. 


Fig.  3.   Section  of  dike  after  Fig.  4.    Section  of  the  Cave  as  it  appeared 

denudation.    After  J.  D.  Dana.  before  the  removal  of  the  talus.    The  relic-bear- 

ing deposits  are  indicated  by  horizontal  lines, 
beneath  which  is  the  level  of  the  sand  plain. 


late  67. 


Pine  Rock,  New  Haven,  Conn. 


See  page  603. 


Fig.  5.  Banner  stone  with  tally  marks  along  one  margin.  Fig.  6.  Semi- 
lunar knife.  Fig.  7.  Quartz  knives.  Fig.  8.  Polished  tomahawk  of  green 
stone.  Fig.  9.  Rude  pick  of  trap  rock.  Fig.  10.  Grinding  stone.  Fig.  11. 
Grooved  hammer  of  granite.  Fig.  12.  Dagger  of  schist.  Fig.  13.  Sinker  of 
schist.  Fig.  14.  Poniard  of  hornstone.  ,  Fig.  12  is  one-third  natural  size;  all 
the  others  are  approximately  one-half. 


Plate  68.  Pine  Rock,  New  Haven,  Conn.  See  pages  607-608. 


Spearheads  and  arrowheads,  all  one-half  natural  size. 

Figs.  15a,  16,  19c,  and  21  are  of  hornstone.  Fig.  15b, 
trap.    Figs.  19a,  19b,  quartz.    Fig.  23,  chert. 

Plate  69.    Pine  Rock,  New  Haven,  Conn.    See  page  608. 


Arrowheads  and  drills,  all  one-half  natural  size. 

Figs.  17,  18,  are  of  quartz.  Figs.  20,  22b,  and  25a,  hornstone.  Fig. 
22a,  quartzite.    Fig.  24,  felsite  porphyry.    Fig.  25b,  trap. 


Fig.  26a  Fig.  26b  Fig.  27.    Potsherd  showing  rim 

Bone  points.    Fig.  26a  is  one-half,  Fig.  decoration.    Natural  size. 

26b  two-thirds  natural  size. 


Plate  70. 


Pine  Rock,  New  Haven,  Conn. 


See  page  608. 


Plate  71. 


The  Cave  as  it  appeared  in  1912. 
Pine  Rock,  New  Haven,  Conn. 


See  page  604. 


Plate  72. 


John  Wesley  Powell  Monument,  Ahlington,  Va.    See  page  276. 


Plate  73 


(b)  Piccadilly  along  Green  Park,  London,  Eng. 
Civic  Beautification  Abroad. 


See  page  620. 


Plate  77. 


(b)  Elevated  railroad  along  canal,  Berlin. 
Civic  Beautification  Abroad. 


See  page  640 
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mittees, 22,  24. 
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Adams,  John  Quincy,  portrait,  74. 
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Adirondack  Forest  Preserve,  233. 

Aerson,  Aaron,  682. 
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American  Medical  Association,  231. 

American  Museum  of  Natural  His- 
tory, 462,  522. 

American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preser- 
vation Society,  origin  and  scope, 
13;  headquarters,  17;  charter,  18; 
offic-ers  and  trustees,  20;  public  re- 
sponsibilities, 25 ;  annual  reports, 
26;  finances,  26. 
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174. 
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Ames,  Louis  Annin,    104,   227,  511, 

519,  548,  550,  556,  558,  560,  850. 
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milestone,  802. 
Anderson,  Henry  B.,  550. 
Anderson,  John,  755. 
Andrada,  F.  Freyre  de,  571. 
Andre,  John,  33,  97,  236,  397,  487; 

see  also  Tappan  Monument. 
Andros,  Edmond,  830. 
Antemann,  Elizabeth,  95. 
Anthony,  Theophilus,  723. 
Appalachian  forest  acquisitions,  291. 
Aranow,  Frank,  224. 
Arboretums,  in  Letehworth  Park,  42 ; 

national  mortuary,  159. 
Arc,  Joan  of,  home  intact,  317. 
Archambo,  Fred  W.,  260. 
Archaeology,    military    camp-life  in 

New  York  during  the  Revolution, 

347-501;   and  plutes  29-34:  Pine 

Rock  Cave,  New  Haven,  599-609, 

and  plates  67-71. 
Architectural  League,  342. 
Arden,  Anne,  395. 
Arden,  Jacob,  395. 
Arden,  James,  395. 
Arhart,  George,  764. 
Arias  y  Guerra,  Lorenzo,  571. 
Army  regiments,  see  Regiments. 
Arnold,  l^cnedict,  578. 
Arnold,  Benjamin  W.,  23,  85. 
Art  Commission  of  the  City  of  New 

York,  see  New  York  City  Art  Coni- 

mission. 

Artiiur,    Chester    A.,    portrait,  7-1; 

.statue,  108. 
Artliur,  Stanley  Clisby,  300. 
Aslibee,  C.  R.,  16. 

Asiatic  Institute  of  New  York,  331. 
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43. 
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ginia Antiquities,  279. 

Astin,  Isaac,  663,  669. 

Astor,  John  Jacob,  120. 

Atkins,  Edwin  F.,  138. 

Atwood,  Thomas  Bridgen,  781,  816, 
817. 

Au  Sable  Chasm,  236. 
Austin,  Benjamin,  136. 
Austria-Hungary,  nature  protection, 
329. 

Automobile  Parade  in  New  York,  548. 
Avery,  John,  65. 
Ayres,  Philip  W.,  43. 

Babeock,  Lillian,  102. 

Babcock,  Samuel  D.,  18. 

Bache,  Theophylact,  66,  70,  671. 
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Bailey,  Guy  A.,  47. 
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20;  trustee,  20;  committee,  22. 
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Baker,  Hugh  P.,  43. 
Bakhuysen,  A.  van  de  Sande,  523. 
Baldwin,  Joseph,  772,  800. 
Baldwin,  Widow,  800. 
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Bancker,  Evert,  surveyor,  736,  7^4, 

788,  80.6,  814. 
Bancker,  Evert,  Jr.,  720,  745. 
Bancker,  G.,  693,  709. 
Bancroft,  George,  137. 
Barber,  John,  714. 
Barber,  3.  W.,  601. 
Barbour,  Inez,  5'44j,  545. 
Barclay,  David,  245,  575. 
Bard,  Samuel,  785. 
Barden,  Edward,  135,  207. 
Barker  &  Jenkins,  779. 
Barnes,  Mayell,  95. 
Barnes,    Phoebe    (or    Philena),  7G4, 

778. 

Barrel!,  Joseph,  604,  608. 
Barrow,  Thomas,  658^ 
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Bartholph,  Garret,  721. 
Bartow,  John,  679. 
Bassett,  Edward  M.,  183,  184. 
Bassett,  Francis,  685. 
Batchelder,  A.  G.,  549. 
Bateman,  George,  76. 
Battel!,  Joseph,  26i8-271. 


Battles:  Benningion,  235;  Big  Hole, 
282;  Boquet  River,  99,  299,  587-598, 
plate  55;  Brandy  wine,  449,  450; 
Brooklyn,  118,  119,  423,  436,  450, 
500;  Bunker  Hill,  421,  435,  5O0; 
Cowpens,  464;  Fori  Washington, 
124,  140',  142,  143,  195,  374  et  seq.; 
Germantown,  419;  Harlem,  121,  123; 
Lake  George,  233;  Long  Island,  see 
Brooklyn  above;  Monmouth,  148; 
Newtown,  232;  New  Orleans,  300; 
New  York,  119-,  121;  Oriskany,  256; 
Pell's  Point,  128,  500;  Saratoga, 
233,  249;  Stony  Point,  31,  462,  470; 
White  Plains,  127,  128,  414,  436, 
450;  Yorktown,  452,  470. 

Bauer,  John  Jiernard,  368,  4L1. 

Baxter,  William,  432,  480. 

Bayard,  Nicholas,  ©61,  6Q3,  G66,  667, 
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784,  785,  791,  802,  808,  815,  832. 

Bayard,  Samuel,  579,  839. 

Bayard,  Thomas  F.,  portrait,  76. 

Bayne,  Howard  E.,  521,  522. 

Bayne,  William,  Jr.,  132,  138,  163. 

Beaman,  Charles  C,  18. 

Beaver,  824,  825. 

Bechtel  David  B.,  74. 

Beck,  Joseph,  678,  724,  753,  769,  788, 
799. 

Bedlow,  William,  579. 

Beechy,  William,  74. 

Beekman,  George,  685. 

Beekman,  James  I.,  785. 

Beekman,  Theophilus,  795. 

Beer,  Mrs.  William  C,  77. 

Belgium,  scenic  preservajtion  move- 
ment interrupted  by  war,  317. 

Belmont,  August,  promoter  of  Cape 
Cod  Canal,  298,  299. 

Benedict,  Henry  Harper,  trustee,  20; 
committees,  23,  24. 

Bennett,  Heoman,  521. 

Bennett,  James  Gordon,  124,  401,  409. 

Bennett,  Wilbert,  607. 

Bennett,  William  H.,  13S. 
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Benson,  Johannes,  195. 

Benson,  Samson  (Samuel),  195,  196. 
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Bergen,  Tunis  G.,  521,  522,  523. 

Bergh,  Arthur,  522,  544. 

Berlin  Museum,  333. 
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Billboards:    See  Signs. 
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Bliss,  ;Mrs.  ^Villiam  H.,  investment, 
28.  20. 

Block,  Adriaen,  531,  536. 

Blum,  Edward  C,  183. 

Boas,  Mrs.  Emil  L.,  521. 

Boerum,  Simon,  577. 

Bolton,  Reginald  P.,  trustee,  20;  com- 
mittees, 22,  24,  25.  99;  monograph 
on  Camp  Life  in  New  York  during 
the  Revolution,  214,  347-501. 

iiogardus,  John,  200. 

Bogert,  Catalyna,  747. 

Bogert.  Cornelius  I.,  764.  778. 

Bogert,  David  R.,  688,  748,  782. 

Bogert,  Henry  L..  510,  511. 

Bogert,  James,  6S8,  804. 

Bogert,  John,  680. 

Bogert.  John  I.,  798. 

Bogert,  Nicholas,  725,  813. 

Bolton,  Robert,  833. 

Bonaparte,  Jerome,  149. 

Bonaparte,  Joseph,  122,  149. 

Bonaparte,  Napoleon,  plan  to  bring 
him  to  America,  149. 

Bond  Heem.schut.  317-322. 

Boni,  Giacomo,  345. 

Bonnell,  Horace  A.,  551. 

Bonsall,  John,  677. 

Bontecou,  Mrs.,  33. 

Boohaney,  -James  H.,  263. 


Boquet  River  battle,  99,  299,  587-598, 

and  plate  55. 
Boring,  W.  A.,  555. 
Borodin,  J.  P.,  328. 
Boston  Massacre,  118. 
Bottet,  Maurice,  301,  418. 
Bowen,    see    Murray,    Mumford  & 

Bowen. 

Bowens,  Eliza  (Mnie.  Jumel),  149. 
Bowens,  Mary,  149. 
Bowers,  George,  673. 
Bown,  George,  677. 
Boyd,  Robert,  658. 
Boyd  &  Carrouth,  766. 
Boynton,  Edward  C.,  575,  579,  582, 
584. 

Braddock,  General,  148. 

Bradford,  Cornelius,  135. 

Bradie,  Thomas,  735,  740. 

Bradley,  Edward  E..  273. 

Bradley,  G.  Y.,  286. 

Brasher,  Mr.,  collector  of  taxes,  757. 

Bray.  Prof.,  43. 

Breck,  George  W.,  555. 

Brevoort,  Abraham,  777. 

Brewer,  Christian.  777. 

Brewer,  F.  F.,  843. 

Brewerton,  Jacob,  742,  743. 

Brick,  Herr,  323. 

Bridgman,  Herbert  L.,  trustee,  20; 
committees,  22,  23,  38;  Commercial 
Tercentenary  Commission,  548,  556, 
560. 

Britton,  Nicholas,  213. 
Brodie,  William  A.,  49. 
Bronte,  Charlotte,  154. 
Brooklyn  Eagle,  56i8. 
Broome,  John,  307. 
Brower,  Abraham,  696,  778. 
Brower,  Charles,  765. 
Brower,  Isaac,  718. 
Brower,  Jacob,  715. 
Brower,  John,  682,  685. 
Brown,  Edward  W.,  184. 
Brown,   Elmer   Ellsworth,   510,  523, 
556. 

Brown,  John,  comtraetor,  365,  390. 
Brown,  John,  abolitionist,  farm,  233. 
Brown,  John  Adams,  trustee,  20;  com- 
mittees, 21,  23,  24. 
Brown,  John  Crosby,  133. 
Brown,  Thomas,  715. 
Brownjohn,  William,  708. 
Brugmans,  H.,  322. 
Brunner.  Arnold  W..  184. 
Bryan,  William  J.,  277,  279,  341,  345. 
Bryant,  Rose,  544. 
Bryant,  William  Cullen,  152. 
Buchanan,  James,  portrait,  74. 
Buchannan,  Thomas,  816,  817. 
Budlong,  M.  J.,  549. 
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Buebendoif,  Joseph  E.,  49. 

Bueren,  Otto,  von,  257. 

Buflalo  Historical  Society,  163,  164. 

Bull,  Austin,  241. 

Bull.  John  S..  241. 

Bull,  William  L.,  18. 

Bunnell,  A.  O.,  49.. 

Burch,  Charles,  540. 

-Burdett,  Stephen,  707. 

Burgeher,  Peter,  810. 

Burger,  Elias,  717,  722. 

Burger,  Elias,  Jr.,  720,  731,  752,  755. 

Burger,  John,  702. 

Burgoyne,  John,  Gen.,  247,  249,  578, 

579,  591. 
Burleigh,  Andrew  F.,  556. 
Burling,   Mr.,   resident   of  Beekman 

street,  758. 
Burlington  Northern  Sentinel,  597. 
Burr,  Aaron,  124,  149,  206,  207. 
Burras,  James,  732,  740,  786. 
Burrell,  David  James,  539. 
Burtin,  Jesse,  731. 
Burton,  Theodore  E.,  2-64. 
Burtsall,  Henry,  735,  740. 
Butler,  George  B.,  76. 
Butler,  William  Allen,  18. 
Bush,  Edward,  152. 
Bush,  Irving  T.,  184. 
Bush-Brown,  Henry  K.,  trustee,  20; 

committees,   24,   25,   32;  sculptor, 

304. 

Buskirk,  John,  802. 
Bussing,  John,  735,  740. 
Butler,  Edmund.  685. 
Butler,  James  B.,  179. 
Butler,  Mary  Marshall,  24,  04. 
Butler,  William,  685. 
Buttons,  military,  349-501. 
Byvanck,  John,  726,  741,  743. 
Byvanck,  Peter,  755. 

Cabot,  John,  575. 

Cabrillo  National  Monument,  282. 

Cadman,  S.  Parks,  540. 

Cadwalader,  Lambert,  445. 

Calhoun,  John  E.,  273. 

Callan,  Edward  F.,  538. 

Calver,  W.  L.,  214,  347,  351,  355,  361, 

389,  412,  436,  437,  439,  446,  447, 

449,  457,  466,  467,  468,  476,  481, 

483,  490,  498,  499. 
Cameron,  Lambert,  V.  B.,  138. 
Campbell,  John,  706,  742 
Campbell,  John,  Capt.,  414. 
Campbell,  M.  R.,  287. 
Campbell,  P.  L.,  538. 
Campbell,  Thomas,  798. 
Campbell.  William,  728. 
Camp  Life,  military,  in  New  York 

City    during    the    Revolution,  see 

Military  Camp  Life. 


Cannon,  Abraham,  711. 

Cape  Cod  Canal  opened,  297. 

Cargill,  William,  772. 

Carleton,  Guy,  114. 

Carlisle,  John  N.,  50. 

Carlson,  Howard,  466. 

Carman,  Samuel,  704. 

Carnegie,  Andrew,  residence,  121. 

Carpenter,  Frank  B..  75. 

Carpenter,  H.  L.,  549. 

Carroll,  Charles,  581. 

Carroll,  Howard.  506,  509,  539,  548, 

550,  556. 
Carrouth  &  Boyd.  766. 
Carter,  DanielJ  778. 
Carter,  Vincent,  703. 
Casa  Grande  Ruin,  281. 
Cassin,  Lieutenant,  598. 
Catskill  Forest  Preserve.  233. 
Cattell,  J.  McKean,  22. 
Cavel,  William  B.,  33,  34. 
Cemetery  of  Fame,  159. 
Chaco    Canyon   National  Monument, 

281 

Chadwick,  Charles  N.,  210. 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State 

of  New  York,  132  et  seq. 
Chamberlain,  Allen,  266,  267. 
Chambers,  William  B.,  74. 
Chapman,  Herman  H.j  273. 
Chase,  Abraham,  590. 
Chase,  Edwin  R..  590. 
Chase,  Mrs.  E.  R.,  595. 
Chase,  Julian  C,  549. 
Chase,  Nelson,  149. 
Chase,  Samuel,  581. 
Chatham,  Lord,  316. 
Chenoweth,  Alexander  C,  447. 
Chiang,  Monlin,  17. 
Child   (or  Childs),  Francis,  778,  804, 

805. 

Childs,  Evander,  152. 

Childs,  Francis,  688,  753,  755. 

China  Monument  Society,  331. 

China,  scenic  and  historic  preserva- 
tion, 17;  memorial  against  vandal- 
ism, 331. 

Chittenden,  Thomas,  598. 

Christie,  James,  802. 

Church,  John  B.,  207. 

Churches,  early  American,  301. 

Churchill,  Thomas  W.,  511. 

Cincinnati,  Society  of.  138,  145,  116. 

Cinder  Cone  National  Monument,  281. 

City  Beautification  in  Europe,  611- 
639  and  plates  73-77. 

City  Club  of  New  York,  222. 

City  History  Club  of  New  York.  145, 
406,  510,  512,  521. 

City  Planning,  see  Civic  Improve- 
ments, 165. 
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Civic  Improvement,  committee,  22; 
meaning  of  civics,  165;  city  plan- 
ning, 167;  streets,  168;  public  in- 
stitutions, 171;  private  properties, 
173;  city  beautification  in  Europe, 
174,  611-649;  city  planning  in  New 
York,  182-185;  in  Netherlands, 
319. 

Civics,  meaning,  165;  see  Civic  Im- 
provement. 

(  lark,  Frank,  306. 

(  lark.  F.  V.,  555. 

(  lark,  Myron  H.,  236,  258. 

(  lark  Pteservation,  236,  258-261  and 
plates  59-61. 

Clarke,  John  M.,  at  Thacher  Park, 
86;  address,  92;  Lester  Park,  247; 
Clark  Eeservation,  261;  Rock 
Cities,  262. 

(  larkson,  Coker  F.,  555. 

(  lawson,  Isaac,  772. 

(  lay,  Henry,  portrait,  76. 

Clearwater,  A.  T.,  22. 

(  leaveland,  General,  376. 

C  lendennon,  John,  724. 

(  Icrmont,  steamboat.  363. 

Cleveland,  Grover,  portrait,  75;  post- 
er, 217. 

Clews,  Henry,  233. 

C'inton,  Alexander,  243. 

Clinton,  Charles,  240-247. 

Clinton.  DeWitt,  hioli  school,  152; 
birthplace,  236,  24lj-24.7,  and  plate 
45:  quoted  concerning  arts,  557; 
locomotive,  562. 

(  linton,  Francis  Wright.  538,  548. 

Clinton,  George,  115.  241-247,  577, 
.380. 

Clinton,  Mrs.  George,  Sr.,  241,  245. 
Clinton.  Sir  Henrv,  TO.  114,  148.  246. 

247,  446,  481. 
Clinton  houses,  in  New  Windsor,  236, 

240-247;  in  Poughkeepsie,  234. 
f  linton,  .James,  241-247,  580. 
Clonin.  Jame.i  E.,  183. 
CInpper.  Peter,  727. 
<  lop])ers,    Mr.,    one    of    owners  of 

Shoemakers'  Land.  100. 
Clnppers,  Heiltje,  101. 
Coakley,  .1.  J.,  299. 

Coats-of-Arms.  see  Seals.  Medals, 
and  l^lags. 

Cochran,  Alexander  S..  conimittees, 
24,  64:  gifts,  27,  30,  64,  78;  col- 
lections of  furniture  and  paintings, 
64,  72. 

Cochran.  Philip.  721. 

Cochran.  Robert.  142. 

Cochran,  Mrs.  William  F..  gift,  27, 
30,  &i.  78.  235. 

Cock,  Elijah.  685. 

Cock,  Isaac,  799. 


Cock,  William,  725. 

Coghlan,  Captain,  214. 

Cole,  F.  N.,  162. 

Cole,  Peter,  719,  723. 

Coleman,  Joseph,  682. 

Coles,  John  B.,  207. 

College  of  the  City  of  New  York, , 
123,  399,  408,  543,  544,  560. 

Colles,  Christopher,  205,  657,  682. 

Colonial  Union  letter,  129. 

Colorado  National  Monument,  282. 

Columbia  University,  110,  122,  161, 
163,  164,  560,  849. 

Columbus,  Christopher,  biography,  88; 
name,  575;  portrait,  836. 

Colvin,  Verplanck,  86. 

Commerce,  beginning  of  Amciiean, 
celebrated,  50.5-571. 

Conant,  Albau  Jasper,  75. 

Congres .  of  the  United  States,  meet- 
ing in  New  York  City,  725,  757, 
761,  771,  774,  812. 

Conklin,  Will,  447. 

Conkling,  Roscoe,  108. 

Connecticut  State  Parks,  10,  266,  272.. 

Connolly,  Maurice  E.,  183,  227. 

Conservation,  committee,  22;  con- 
gress, 45;  New  York  State  Ck)n- 
servation  Commission  changed,  251; 
see  also  Forestry. 

Constitution,  British,  576. 

Constitution  Island,  239,  420,  573-585 
and  plates  42  and  43;  see  also  West 
Point. 

Conwentz,  H.,  16,  323-330,  335,  337. 

Cook,  John  H.,  85,  94,  95. 

Cook,  Walter,  182. 

Cooke,  Robert  Grier,  548,  556. 

Cookinham.  Henry  18. 

Copley,  John  Singleton,  64,  73. 

Corbin,  John,  143. 

Corbin,  Margaret,  99,  124;  grave,  140- 
144. 

Corley,  Mary  E.,  246. 
Cornbury,  Lady,  112. 
Cornelius,  Nancy,  306. 
Cornell  University,  43,  46,  560. 
Corning,  Amos,  730. 
Oornwallis,  Charles,   Gen.,   124,  125, 
415,  443. 

Cortright,  Moses,  364,  403,  435,  437. 
Cottle,  John,  685. 
Couret,  John  F.,  300. 
Courtenay,  Viscount,  122. 
Court  House,  oldest  in  United  States,^ 
279. 

Courtright,  John,  458;  see  Kortright. 
Cox,  Nicholas,  784. 
( 'ozine,    Mr.,    Corporation  Attorney 
804. 

Cozine.  John,  785. 

Crandall,  Mrs.  Francis  A.,  77. 
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Crane,  Alexander  B.,  18. 

Crane,  Angelina,  fountain,  191. 

Crater  Lake  National  Park,  area,  281; 
visitors,  283;  government  litera- 
ture, 288. 

Cregier,  Mart.,  826. 

Crimmins,  John  D.,  539,  5.56,  569. 

Croes,  Helen  R.,  24,  64. 

Croker,  Richard,  marriage  to  Princess 
Sequoya,  312. 

Crommelin,  Robert,  670,  687. 

Cromwell,  Oliver,  monument,  622  and 
plate  74. 

Crowley,  John,  401. 

Crown  Point  State  Reservation,  235. 

Crowshorn,  John,  668. 

Cruger,  Nicholas,  687.  785.  816. 

Cruger,  S.  V.  R.,  18. 

Crum,  Henry,  720. 

Crumble,  Frank  R.,  25. 

Crygier,  John,  765,  781. 

Cryptozoon  Reef,  236,  247,  248. 

Cuban  exhibit  at  New  York,  560,  571. 

Culbertson,  James,  714,  757,  758,  762, 
786. 

Cullman,  Joseph,  Jr.  138. 
Cumner,  Arthur  D.,  553. 
Curran,  Henry  H.,  223. 
Curtis,  George  Willi;«m,  152. 
Cusachs,  G.,  300. 
Cushman,  James  S.,  225. 

Dallin,  Cyrus  E.,  304.  305. 

Dana,  Charles  A.,  18. 

Dana,  H.  W.  L.,  55(i. 

Dana,  James  D.,  603,  604. 

Dana  Natural  History  Society,  86. 

Danielson,  Joseph,  809. 

Dankers  &  Sluyter,  833. 

Darling,  Grace,  154. 

Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, 77,  86,  150,  234,  235.  254.  257, 
30.5. 

Daughters  of  the  Revolution,  86,  127. 

Davenport,  James  P.,  204. 

Davies,  J.  Clarence,  569. 

Davis,  Effie,  747. 

Davis,  John,  Capt.,  836. 

Davis,  Maria,  52. 

Dawson,  Henry,  781. 

Day,  John.  773. 

De  Bow,  Garret,  689,  798. 

Declaration    of    Independence,  first 

read  in  New  York  City,  110,  114. 
De  Cernea,  Albert.  558,  560. 
De  Forest,  Robert  W..  556. 
De  Forrest,  Isaac,  53i6. 
De  Forrest,  Henry,  536. 
Degrove,  Adolph,  Jr.,  701. 
De  Laet,  Johannes,  824  et  seq. 
Delafield,  Joseph  L.,  548,  556,  559,  560. 
Delamater,  Mary,  768. 


Delancey,  Etienne,  116. 

Delancey,  James,  112,  670,  671,  768. 

Delancey,  John,  721. 

De  Lancy,  William  H.,  portrait,  74. 

Delanoy,  John,  688,  690,  764. 

Delavan,  David  Bryson,  trustee,  20; 

committees,  22,  24. 
Delavan,  Edward  C,  213. 
De  Lesseps,  Ferdinand,  296. 
Del  Greco,  Frank,  607. 
Del  Greco,  James,  607. 
Del  Greco,  Tony,  607. 
Dellenbaugh,  F.  S.,  286. 
De  Marest,  David,  720. 
Demarest,  Frank  Wessells,  832. 
Demarest,  John  M.,  184. 
Demarest,  Simon,  680. 
Denning,  William,  734. 
Denniston,  Elizabeth,  241. 
Depew,  Chauncey  M.,  18,  556. 
De  Peyster,  Abraham,  114,  838. 
De  Peyster,  Frederick  J.,  18. 
De  Peyster,  John,  778. 
De  Peyster,  Nicholas,  725. 
De  Peyster,  William,  GS5,  725. 
De  Pue,  John,  718. 
De  Revier,  Abraham,  669. 
De  Revier,  Levina,  663,  669. 
De  Ronde,  Abram,  24. 
Desbrosses,  James,  707. 
Devens,  A.  Lithgow,  299. 
Devil's  Postpile  National  Monument, 

282. 

Devil's   Tower   National  Monument, 
281. 

Devoe,  Frederick,  802. 

Devoe,  Frederick  W.,  18. 

Devoe,  Maria,  395. 

De  Vries,  David  Pietersen,  835. 

De  Waard,  C,  849. 

De  Witt,  Jacob  R.,  245. 

De  Witt,  James,  244. 

De  Witt,  Mary,  242. 

De  Witt,  Simeon,  246. 

Dey,  John,  800. 

Dickens,  Charles,  307. 

Dickens,  Walter  F.,  308-312. 

Dickerman,  Frederick,  714. 

Dickie,  Rev.  Dr.,  539. 

Dietz,  John,  735,  740. 

Diller,  J.  S.,  288. 

Dix,  Morgan,  18,  212. 

Dixon,  Joseph  Kossuth,  .521,  522,  523, 

569,  570. 
Dodge,  Cleveland  H.,  24. 
Dodge,  Mr.,  almshouse  keeper,  684, 

718,  747. 

Doenhoff,  Albert  von,  522,  544,  545. 
Dominick,  George  F.,  804. 
Donop,  William  Henry  Augustus  von, 
390. 

Dorf,  Joseph,  SB'S. 
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Doty,  LockwcoJ  R.,  49. 

Dotzler,  Frank  J.,  513. 

Doubleday,  Page  &  Co.,  13. 

Doughty,  John,  6S0,  GSl. 

Douglas,  Widow,  604,  05!),  077,  721. 
Also  spelled  Douglass. 

Douglass,  Jonathan,  731. 

Dow,  Charles  M.,  trustee,  "20;  com- 
mittees, 22,  23;  director  of  Letch- 
wonch  Park,  3S,  40;  president  Letch- 
worth  Memorial  Association,  49; 
acquaintance  with  JVIr.  Stratton, 
263;  author  of  Niagara  Falls  book, 
266. 

Dowling,  Frank  L.,  148. 
Downs,  Merle  L.,  549,  556. 
Downie,  Jolm  W.,  76. 
Dox,  Edward  A.,  -254. 
Doxtater,  Orlando,  521. 
Draper,  Mrs.  Henrv,  investment,  28, 
29. 

Draper,  John  William,  108. 

Dreyer,  H.  H.,  365. 

Drinker,  Henry  S.,  43,  45. 

Drowne,  Henry  Russell,  522. 

Duane,  James,  mayor  of  New  York, 
577,  657,  659,  001,  663,  660,  GS9,  673, 
676,  67fl,  680,  683,  685,  689,  692,  694, 
697,  710,  712,  714.  718,  721,  724,  729, 
732,  733,  730,  739,  741,  743,  744,  745, 
747,  749,  775,  777,  779,  782,  786,  7i87, 
7S9,  790,  791,  792  ,  794,  795,  800,  802, 
805,  808,  812,  840. 

Du  Brueil,  Mrs.  Paul  E.,  77. 

Duck,  George  H.,  548,  549. 

Duel,  Peter,  95. 

Dunlap,  Eleanor,  101. 

Dunlap,  James,  701,  704. 

Dunn,  Gary,  752. 

Dunsmore,  John  Wa«"d,  351,  405,  469, 
477. 

Durfee,  Henry  R.,  18. 

Duryee,  John  T.,  688,  778,  804. 

Duryee,  Richard,  688,  778. 

Duse,  Eleanor,  345. 

Dutch  Epoch  in  American  History, 

505,  521,  522,  529,  531,  536. 
Duyckinck,  Gerardus,  735,  740. 
Dwight,  Timothy,  576. 
Dyckman,  Jacobus,  308,  459. 
Dyckman,  Jan,  367. 
Dyckman,  William,  308,  777. 

Eager,  Samuel  W.,  582. 

Eagle,  on  seal  of  New  York  City,  843. 

Eakins,  Tliomas,  74. 

Eames,  Wilberforce.  130,  136,  163. 

Eaton,  Charle.-i  A.,  .539. 

Eaton,  George  F.,  606. 

Eceles,  George  C,  187. 

Edgar,  Wil'iam,  207. 


Edmondson,  Bula  Benton,  312. 

Education,  in  celebrations  and  page- 
ants, 94,  510,  521,  524-538,  502,  503. 

Edwards,  John,  710. 

Eelking,  Max  von,  450. 

EcUs,  A.  F.,  205. 

Egbert,  Moses,  7'23. 

Eichholz,  Jacob,  74. 

Eidlitz,  Otto  M.,  183. 

Edwards,  James,  449. 

Elbertson,  ^^'illiam,  717. 

Elk,  breeding  in  western  New  York, 
203. 

Elkus,  Abram  I.,  179. 

Ellicott,  William  M.,  341. 

Elliott,  Charles  Loring,  74. 

Elliott,  Mrs.  liattie  F.,  232. 

Ellis,  Samuel,  772. 

El  Morro  National  Monument,  281. 

Elrod,  M.  J.,  287. 

Elsworth,  William  I.,  677,  724,  738, 
752,  760,  779. 

Elting  &  Varick,  742. 

jL^lting,  James,  738. 

Elting,  Peter,  657-661,  663,  664,  666, 
667,  669,  672-674,  676,  6,^,6-0,  6S3- 
685,  eaS,  689,  691-694,  697,  698,  701, 
703,  706,  708,  710-712,  714,  718-721, 
7-24,  726-729,  732-734,  736-739,  741, 
743-745,  747,  749,  750,  752-754,  756- 
758,  761-764,  767,  768,  770,  771,  774, 
775,  777-779,  782,  784-701,  793-795, 
798,  800,  802,  805,  807,  808,  -811,  812, 
814,  815,  817,  818. 

Elting,  Peter,  Jr.,  691. 

Emmerich,  Andreas,  497,  498.  See  also 
Regiments. 

English,  Capt.,  364. 

Erasmus  of  Rotterdam,  152. 

Ericsson,  John,  115. 

Erie  Canal,  133,  562. 

Erosion  of  New  .Jersey  shore,  275. 

Errington,  George,  439. 

Erwin,  William,  755. 

Estabrook,  Lillie  0.,  584. 

Evans,  M.  S.,  76. 

Evarts,  William  M.,  IS. 

Evelyn,  W.  G.,  501. 

Evans,  Jacob,  777. 

Evouts,  Mr.,  aged  citizen,  714. 

Ewing,  Thomas,  Col.,  371. 

Ewing,  Hampton  D.,  24,  04. 

Ewing,  Mrs.  Thomas,  Jr.,  24,  64. 

Fairchild,  Aaron,  591. 
Fairchild,  H.  L.,  260. 
Fairchild,  Samuel  W.,  513,  523,  551, 
556. 

Falls  House,  Newburgh,  236,  246. 
Falz-Fein,  Fricdrich,  328. 
Faneuil  Hall,  134. 
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Farley,  James,  34. 

Farley,  Joliii  Cardiijal.  522. 

Farnham,  A.  N.,  603,  ©05. 

Farnham,  W.  H.,  602,  604. 

Farragut,  David  G.,  108. 

Fascli,  John,  7G4. 

Faurot,  Captain,  141. 

Federation  of  Women's  Clubs,  146. 

Fee,  Jacob,  7-64. 

Feigenham,  Cliristoplier,  669;  see  also 
Fiegenham. 

Fenner,  Burt  L.,  183. 

Fernow,  Bertliold,  82.5  et  seq. 

Fernow,  B.  E.,  43,  44. 

Ferrero,  Guglielmo,  345. 

Fiegenham,  Christopher,  677,  705,  721; 
see  also  Feigenham. 

Field,  Cyrus  W.,  97. 

Field,  Russell,  5.55. 

Filley,  Walter  0.,  273. 

Fillmore,  Millard,  portrait,  75;  pro- 
posed monument,  261. 

Finley,  John  H.,  at  Tliacher  Park, 
86;  address,  92;  on  Mayor's  Fourth 
of  July  Committee,  225;  address  at 
dedication  of  Trask  memorial,  250; 
Commercial  Tercentenary,  510. 

Fire  Island  State  Park,  233. 

Fires,  in  New  York  City,  112,  561, 
696;  Columbia  University,  161;  New 
York  State  Library,  161,  655,  831, 
837;  in  London,  621. 

Fish,  Cornelius,  696,  738,  782. 

Fish,  Hamilton,  582. 

Fish,  Nicholas,  582. 

Fish,  Stuj-vesant,  treasurer  of  associ- 
ation to  popularize  New  York  his- 
tory, 163;  monogTa])h  on  Constitu- 
tion Island,  239,  573-586. 

Fish,  Whitehead,  804. 

Fisher,  Leonard,  768. 

Fistan,  John,  779. 

Fitzgerald,  E.  G.,  539. 

Fitzgerald,  Father,  566. 

Fitzhugh,  Mrs.  William  B.,  279. 

Flags,  New  York  Commercial  Tercen- 
tenary, 519  and  plate  20;  New  York 
City, '  819-852  and  plate  22;  Dutch 
West  India  Co.,  848;  Holland,  848; 
City  of  Amsterdam,  850;  City  of 
Paris,  8.50;  Belgium,  850;  France, 
8.50;  for  immunitj^  of  monuments, 
etc.,  in  itime  of  war,  339  and  plate 
21 ;  United  States,  561 ;  largest, 
564;  see  also  Star  Spangled  Banner. 

Fleck,  Henry  T.,  227,  229,  512,  522, 
543,  544,  548,  556.  559. 

Fleming,  Clifton  J.,  187. 

Fleming,  John,  735,  740. 

Floris,  Count  of  Holland,  821. 

Flour,  staple  of  New  York  City,  834. 

Floyd,  William,  577. 


Flushing  Association.  215. 

Folks,  Ealph,  227. 

Foord,  John,  13'. 

Foot,  John,  769. 

I'orbes,  William  G.,  735,  739. 

Ford,  George  B.,  184. 

Fordham  University,  128. 

F'orbes,  Archibald,  48®. 

Forest  Schools,  43. 

Forestry,  43  et  seq.;  New  York  State 
Forest  Preserve,  251 ;  New  England, 
266,  268,  271;  national  forests,  288- 
293;  in  the  Netherlands,  320  et  seq.; 
Germany,  323;  Russia,  329;  Austria, 
330;  Japan,  337;  see  also  Conserva- 
tion. 

i'orrest,  Edward  W.,  538. 

Forts  and  Fortifications:  Amsterdam, 
114,  155',  203,  561,  827,  833;  Brewer- 
ton,  23,  25,  36,  37,  234;  Cassin,  596; 
Castle  Clinton,  L15;  Castle  Wil- 
liams, 115;  Clinton  (in  New  York 
City),  121,  381,  433  (see  also  Fort 
George,  Laurel  Hill)  ;  Clinton  (on 
the  Hudson),  481,  579;  Cock  Hill, 
125,  379,  443;  Constitution  (at  West 
Point),  577  et  seq.,  (at  Fort  Lee), 
578,  (near  Peekskill),  578;  Crailo, 
236;  De  Witt,  244;  Duquesne,  148; 
Erie,  487;  Fish,  121;  George  (on 
Laurel  Hill,  New  York),  125,  360, 
364,  37'9,  380,  381,  3i89,  405,  414,  429, 
431-440,  443,  447,  449,  453,  465,  480, 
487,  488,  495,  501;  George  (at  foot 
of  Broadway,  New  York  City),  114, 
187,  80i5;  Greene,  118;  Griswold, 
272;  Herkimer,  255,  2-56;  Independ- 
ence, 127,  195,  37-6,  379',  381,  495, 
499;  King's  Redoubt,  381,  427,  495; 
Knyphausen,  see  Fort  Washington; 
Lee,  143,  578;  Marion,  307;  Masonic, 
138-140;  McHenry,  528;  Montgom- 
ery, 481,  578,  580,  581;  Moultrie, 
307;  Niagara,  237;  Number  1,  125, 
127,  380,  381,  385,  495;  Number  2, 
125,  127,  380,  381,  496,  497;  Number 
3,  126,  127,  380,  381,  495,  497;  Num- 
ber 4,  127,  380,  381,  401,  449,  462, 
495,  496,  499,  5O0;  Number  5,  127, 

380,  381,  495;  Number  6,  127,  380, 

381,  495;  Number  7,  127,  380,  381, 
495;  Number  8,  125,  127,  196.  380, 
381,  405,  431,  480,  495;  Nutter's 
Battery,  121;  Orange,  523;  Otter 
Creek,  592;  Oyster  Pasty,  512; 
Prince  Charles, '125,  127,  380,  381, 
465,  495;  Putnam,  118;  Rebel  Re- 
doubt. 127,  381,  495;  Schuyler,  128, 
256;  Snake  Hill,  195  et  seq.;  Stan- 
wix,  256,  256:  Stark's  Knob,  249; 
Stone,  in  Sclioharie,  254  and  plate 
56;  Swartwout,  see  Fort  Number  2; 
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Forts  and  FortiHt-ation-; —  iCon- 
tinued)  : 

Ticonderoga,  23G;  Tryou  (Forest 
HiH),  124,  300,  Sm,  375.  379,  389, 
402,  437,  441-i4:ti,  447,  476,  493,  495; 
Wadsworth,  521 ;  Washington 
(Knyphausen).  99,  122,  124,  140, 
195,  347,  358,  350,  3S4,  366,  368,  370, 
372,  374,  377,  379,  3S1,  383,  388,  389, 
390,  402,  410,  412,  429,  436,  442,  449, 
453,  460,  467,  487,  493. 

Fortier,  James  J.  A.,  300. 

Foster,  Frederick  DeP.,  138. 

Foster,  .J.  H.,  43. 

Fourth  of  July,  recajjitulation  of  e^'le- 
brations  in  New  Yorlc  City,  225; 
celebration  in  1914,  227;  fireworks 
regulations  in  New  York  City,  230; 
statistics  of  killed  and  injured, 
190.3-1014,  231;  early  celebration 
in  New  York,  703,  704. 

Fox,  Charles,  138. 

Fox,  John  0.,  273. 

France,  scenic  preservation,  16,  317; 
city  beautification,  617-639. 

Francis,  John  M.,  18. 

Frank,  Augustus,  18. 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  portraits,  72,  75; 
in  London,  578;  at  Constitution 
Island,  581. 

Fraser,  Mrs.  Charles  D.,  77. 

Free  Masons,  138;  dedicate  Fort  Ma- 
sonic tablet,  138;  Temple  Club,  138; 
relic  on  old  camp  site,  488. 

Freifeld,  George,  139. 

French,  Anderson,  685. 

French,  Daniel  C,  250. 

Frissell,  Algernon  S.,  trustee,  21; 
committees,  21,  5J3. 

Fryer,  Abrain,  9.5. 

Fryer,  Robert  L.,   incorporator,  18; 

trustee,  21-.  committees,  23,  24,  38. 
Frye's  Cave,  273,  599-609. 
Fuess,  Charles  J.,  255. 
Fuller,  Charles  H..  538. 
Fulton  Memorial  Water  Gate,  512. 
Fulton,  Eobert,  grave,  112. 
Furman,  Richard.  7.35,  740. 
Furst,  Michael,  184. 

Gaine,  Hugh,  OS. 
Gallup,  Alice  W..  95. 
Garden  Cities,  167,  625. 
Gardiner,  Asa  Bird,  33. 
Gardner,  f  hai  h".=  ,  801. 
Gardner,  Thomas,  705. 
Garfield,  James  A.,  portrait,  74;  post- 
er, 217. 
Garibaldi,  Guiseppe,  108. 
Garrison,  Benjamin,  805. 
Garrison,  Lindley  M.,  265. 
Gaskill,  Alfred,  43. 


Giates.  Horatio,  portrait.  72. 

Gautier,  Lewis  A.,  735,  740. 

Gautier,  Samuel,  729. 

Gaynor,  William  J.,  186,  505,  506. 

General  Grant  National  Park,  area, 
281;  visitors,  283;  government  lit- 
erature, 287. 

Genesee  River,  Portage  Falls,  38; 
bridge  in  Letchworth  Park,  52. 

Geology,  New  York  City,  180,  194; 
Clark  Reservation,  258-261;  Cryp- 
tozoon  reef,  236,  247,  248;  Green 
Lakes.  258;  Lester  Park,  2.36,  247, 
248;  Rock  Cities,  237,  262-264;  Na- 
tional Parks.  286-288;  Pine  Rock 
Cave,  602-609. 

George  III,  portrait.  74;  statue,  114. 

George,  Joseph,  734,  739. 

German  Allied  Ti'oops  in  America, 
450. 

German- American  Alliance,  235,  254, 
257. 

Germanic  Civilization,  data  lost,  162. 

Germany,  scenic  preservation,  16; 
nature-monument  protection,  323; 
beautification  of  German  Cities,  628, 
et  seq. 

Gerry,  Elbridge  T.,  18. 

Geysers,  286. 

Gibney,  Eugene  C,  527. 

Gibson,  James,  720. 

Gila  Cliff  Dwellings  National  Monu- 
ment, 281. 

Gilbert,  Cass,  274. 

Gilbert,  Gerrit,  804. 

Gilbert,  John,  676,  681,  690,  695,  720, 
799. 

Gilbert,  John  W.,  688,  782,  804. 

Gilbert,  Thomas,  688,  778,  804. 

Gilbert,  William,  734,  740. 

Gilbert  William  W.,  657-662,  666. 
668-670,  672,  673,  676,  677,  679,  680. 
083-685,  686,  688  689,  691,  692,  694. 
69.5,  698,  699,  701-704  706,  708,  710- 
712,  714,  716,  718,  719,  721,  722,  724- 
726,  729,  732,  733,  735-739,  741,  7-i3- 
745,  747,  749-751,  757,  764,  768.  770, 
771,  774,  775,  777,  779,  782,  784-791. 
793-795,  798,  800,  802,  805,  808,  812, 
814,  815,  817. 

Gilmer,  Robert,  portrait,  73. 

Gilmore,  Sarah  A.,  34. 

Gisbome,  Colonel,  420. 

Glacier  National  Park,  area,  282; 
visitors,  283;  economic  value,  284; 
government  literature,  287. 

Glen-Sanders  House,  236. 

Glover,  John,  128. 

(Mynn,  Martin  H.,  37,  91;  at  Thacher 
Park.  8();  address,  93  ;  at  dedication 
of  Trask  Memorial,  250;  estimate 
of  forest  revenue,  251 ;  honorary 
President  Commercial  Tercentenary 
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Glynn,  Martin  H. —  {Gowtinued)  : 
Commission,     506;     greetings  to 
religious  meeting,  540;  present  at 
parades,  550,  559;  invites  Cubans, 
571. 

Goadby,  Arthur,  22. 

Goerek,  tasimir  Th.,  665,  693,  709, 

745,  762,  783,  788,  789. 
Goethals,  George  W.,  230,  297. 
GoetM,  Frederick  A.,  556. 
Goldsborougli,  J.  B.,  203,  205. 
Good,  Harry  H.,  555. 
Goodeve,  John,  682,  755  766. 
Goodrich,  E.  P.,  179,  182. 
Goold,  Edith  Chapman,  544. 
Gosman,  George,  701,  706,  713,  723, 

753. 

Gosman,  Robert,  705. 
Gouverneur,  Isaac,  667. 
Gouverneur,  Samuel,  581. 
Governor's  Island,  115. 
Graham,  John,  769. 
Gran    Quivira    National  Monument, 
282. 

Grand  Canyon  of  the  Colorado  River, 
14,  276;  national  monument,  282; 
tablet  to  explorers,  285. 

Grandpre,  William,  254. 

Granc,  Edward,  718. 

Grant,  Ulysses  S.,  portrait,  75;  finan- 
cial obligations,  88;  tomb,  122,  160; 
poster,  217;  cottage  on  Mt. 
McGregor,  233;  national  park,  281. 

Graves,  Benjamin,  088,  778. 

Gray,  David,  46. 

Great  Britain,  vandalism  by  suf- 
fragettes, 313;  St.  Paul's  Cathedral 
in  danger,  315;  proposed  memorial 
of  ivasliington  in  Westminster  Ab- 
bey, 316;  statue  of  Chatham  for 
America,  316;  city  beautification, 
620-627. 

Greeley,  Horace,  111. 

Green,  Andrew  H.,  1,  13-15,  18,  92, 
266;   memorial  fund^  27-29. 

Green  Lakes,  236. 

Green,  W.,  365. 

Greene,  Francis  V.,  18. 

Greene,  Nathaniel,  143,  373. 

Greenhut,  Benedict  J.,  225. 

Greer,  David  H.,  523. 

Gregory,  Henry  E.,  incorporator,  18; 
counsel,  20;  trustee,  21;  commit- 
tees, 21,  24. 

Grenell,  Thomas,  579. 

Griffin,  Alfred  A.,  43. 

Griffis,  William  Elliot,  261. 

Griffith,  Anthony,  686,  689,  692. 

Griggs,  H.  L.,  138. 

Grinding,  William,  715. 

Grout,  Edward  M.,  182. 

Gude,  0.  J.,  223,  555. 


Guilford,  Samuel,  802. 
Gumaer.  Peter  E.,  245. 
Gunn,  L.  G.,  34. 
Gunnison,  Herbert  F.,  184,  548. 
Guy,  Charles  L.,  177,  178,  179. 

Hack,  Matthias,  685. 

Hadley,  Isaac,  694. 

Hague,  Arnold,  286. 

Hale,  Nathan,  111,  373. 

Hall,  Andrew,  2-6. 

Hall,  Edward  Hagaman,  11,  20,  138, 
225,  228,  361,  381,  422,  484,  496, 
498,  499,  500,  506,  519,  556,  585,  653, 
819. 

Hall,  Frank  Oliver,  539. 

Hall,  J.  A.,  551. 

Hall,  .lames,  262. 

Hallenbeck,  Jarvey,  95. 

Hall  of  Faine,  rules  concerning  ad- 
mission of  foreign  born  amended, 
156. 

Halsey,  Francis  W.,  trustee,  21;  com- 
mittees, 23,  24,  38,  85,  99;  author 
of  paper  about  Fort  Brewerton,  37. 

Halsev,  R.  T.  H.,  821. 

Halsted,  Mrs.  Henry  M.,  139. 

Halsted,  John,  764. 

Ham,  Conradt  W.,  734,  739. 

Hamer,  W.,  320. 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  portrait,  73; 
student,  110;  grave,  112;  ofliee,  117; 
home,  123;  in  Hall  of  Fame,  158; 
opposition  to  Burr's  Manhattan 
Co.,  206;  residence,  236;  first 
speech,  561;  opinion  asked  by  City, 
703. 

Hamilton,  James,  227. 
Hamilton,  Major,  portrait,  76. 
Hamilton,  Walter  G.,  34. 
Hamilton,  William  F.,  530,  559. 
Hammersly,  Andrew,  752. 
Hammond,  Abijah,  691,  742,  784. 
Hammond,  George  T.,  paper  on  City 

Beautification  in  Europe,  174,  611- 

649. 

Hancock,  John,  65. 

Hard,  Anson  W.,  138. 

Hardenbrook,  Gerardus,  204. 

Hardenbrook,  John,  667. 

Hardenbrook,  John  A.,  742. 

Hardenbrook,  William,  685. 

Hardie,  James,  681. 

Harding,  Chester,  75. 

Harding,  H.  H.,  76. 

Hardy,  Edward  R.,  183. 

Harpendingh,  John,  100-102. 

Harriiiian,  Mrs.  F.  H.,  honorary  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Scenic  and 
Historic  Preservation  Society,  20; 
park,  90,  234. 

Harris,  Charles  X.,  74. 


Index 


863 


Harris,  William  Hamilton,  18. 
Harrison,    Bcuianiin,    portrait,  75; 

member  of  Marine  Society,  136. 
Harrison,  John,  734,  740. 
Harrison,  Richard,  207. 
Harrison,  Robert  L.,  510. 
Harrison,  William  Henry,  portrait,  75. 
Hart,  Lyon,  696. 
Hart,  W.  0.,  300. 
Hartwick,  John,  700,  703. 
Hasbrouck,  Tobias,  portrait,  74. 
Hatch,  Edward  P.,  18. 
Hathorn,  John,  580. 
Hattan,  Andrew  J.,  286. 
Haven,  George  G.,  18. 
Haven,  John,  364. 
Havenith,  E.,  342. 
Haviland,  Colonel,  423. 
Hawkes,  Eleanor,  137. 
Hawkes,  Forbes,  137. 
Hawkins,  William  R.,  286. 
Hawky,  Alan  R.,  555. 
Hawley,  Charles  A.,  18. 
Hawthorne,  Charles  E.,  138. 
Hawxhurst,  Daniel,  730. 
Hayes,  Rutherford  B.,  portrait,  74. 
Hays,  John,  143. 
Haywood,  J.  K.,  287. 
Hazard,  Ebenezer,  744. 
Hazard,  Thomas^  659. 
Heath,  William,  473,  491. 
Heathcote,    Caleb,    mayor    of  Xew 

York,  838,  839. 
Heffley,  Norman  P.,  105. 
Hendrick,  Indian  chief,  304. 
Heinrich,  Albert  L.,  229. 
Heister,  Gen.,  119. 
Henderson,  Mrs.  Alexander,  25.  64. 
Hentz,  Henry,  138. 
Hepburn,  Emily  L.,' 564. 
Heraldry,    see    Seals,    Medals,  and 

flags. 

Herkimer  Homestead  at  Danube,  235, 

254  and  plate  57. 
Herkimer  Homestead  Association,  255. 
Herkimer  Memorial  Road,  265. 
Herkimer,  Nicholas,  255. 
Herlihy,  W.,  364,  40.3. 
Herrick,  Myron  T.,  344. 
Herring,  Abraham,  685. 
Herring,  James,  72. 
Hetch  Hetchy  Valley,  287,  294. 
Hevenor,  Margaret,  95. 
Hewitt,  Abram  S.,  582. 
Hewitt,  Charles  J.,  261. 
Hewlett,  George,  138. 
Hewlett,  J.  Monroe,  184. 
Heyer,  Isaac,  696.  782. 
Heyer,  Walter,  659,  688. 
Heyer,  William,  766. 
Hicks,  John,  781. 


Higbie,  Robert  W.,  184. 

Higby  Moses,  house  in  New  Windsor, 
237,  246,  247. 

Hill,  Edward  F.,  22. 

Hill,  Frederick  Trevor,  134,  138. 

Hill,  James,  766. 

Hillers,  Jolm  K.,  286. 

Hilly er,  William,  710. 

Hine,  Charles  Gilbert,  213. 

Hinman,  F.  H.,  215. 

Hobart,  John  Sloss,  580. 

Hobbs,  W.  H.,  194. 

Hodge,  John,  18. 

HoflL'son,  iStudholme,  500. 

Hofele,  F.  W.,  364,  432,  438. 

Hoffman,  Grace,  522,  544. 

HolTmaii,  J.  Otrden.  785. 

Hoffman,  Nicholas  &  Son,  766. 

Hoffman,  Samuel  V.,  522. 

Hogan,  Michael,  122,  568. 

Hogawa,  Y.,  335. 

Holden  Albert  F.,  160. 

Holden,  Edward  S.,  141. 

Holden,  Elizabeth  Davis,  160. 

Holden,  James  A.,  163. 

Holdron  (or  Holdran),  John,  788,  793. 

Hnllenbeck,  C.  A.,  65. 

Holley,  Alex.  L.,  108. 

Hollino-sAvorth,  Levi,  763. 

Holmes,  Ann,  213. 

Holmes,  John  Haynes,  539. 

Holmes,  Joseph,  213. 

Holmes,  W.  H.,  277. 

Holt,  H.  V.  von,  76. 

Honam,  James,  755. 

Hooper,  Franklin  W.,  512. 

Hopes,  H.  R.,  76. 

Hornblower,  Josiah,  700. 

Horses,  breeding  in  Vermont,  270. 

Hosack,  Alexander,  798. 

Hosdowitz,  Merle,  95. 

Hot  Springs  Reservation,  area,  281; 
visitors,  283;  government  litera- 
ture, 288. 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  38. 

House,  Edward  M.,  519. 

Houseman,  John,  728,  805. 

Houston,  Sam,  313. 

Howard,  Ebenezer,  625. 

Howard,  James  0.,  38,  ,53. 

Howe,  Sir  William,  374,  377,  579. 

Howland  Henry  E.,  18. 

Howland,  Henry  R.,  49. 

Howland,  Isabel.  49. 

Howland,  William  B.,  trustee,  21; 
committees,  22,  24. 

Howser,  Christian,  664. 

Hoyer,  Peter,  735,  740. 

Hoyt,  Colgate,  551. 

Hubbard,  George  W.,  264. 

Hudson-Fulton  Celebration,  558. 
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Hudson,  Henry,  ship  Half  Moon,  96; 

monument,    126;    anchorages.  275: 

name,   575;    discovery    of  Hudson 

river,  823. 
Hudson   River,   committees,   22,  24; 

manors,  63;  see  also  Stony  Point, 

Palisadps,      Constitution  Island, 

West  Point,  etc. 
-Hughes,  Charles  E.,  quoted  on  Trask 

memorial,  250. 
Humphrey,  Wolcott  J.,  trustee,  21; 

committees,  22,  23,  25,  38. 
Hunt,  Gaillard,  843. 
Hunt,  R.  M.,  154,  192. 
Hunt,  John,  799. 
Hunter,  Jeremiah,  351,  419. 
Hunter,  Thomas,  152. 
Hurd  Richard  M.,  184. 
Hutchinson,  Anne,  128. 
Huyler,  Cornelius,  707. 
Huysman,  Aert,  734,  740. 

Indian  Epocli  in  American  history 
portrayed,  521,  522,  529,  531,  536. 

Indians,  council  house  at  Letchworth 
Park,  41;  Big  Tree  treaty,  42;  im- 
personation at  Philipse  wedding, 
78 ;  impersonations  at  Thacher 
Park,  95;  Sappokanican,  108;  rock 
habitation  in  ISTew  iork  City,  125; 
Nipnichsen,  126;  killing  of  Anne 
Hutchinson,  128 ;  killing  of  Robert 
Cochran,  142;  attack  on  Fort  Stan- 
wiTC,  255 ;  monuments  of  Indian 
life,  303-305;  end  of  Montauk 
tribe,  305 ;  tablet  to  first  graduate 
nurse,  306 ;  proposed  monument  to 
Osceola,  306 ;  proposed  moniiment 
to  William  Walker,  307;  Wa-ha- 
gun-ta,  307  ;  Croker-Sequoya  wed- 
ding, 312;  on  Manhattan  Island  and 
vicinity,  .382,  393,  410,  460,  467, 
498 ;  proposed  monument  at  New 
York,  512,  521;  in  coats-of-arms, 
519;  at  New  York  Commercial 
Tercentenary  celebration,  521,  560, 
566,  569^570  and  plate  16;  geo- 
graphical names,  576;  at  Pine  Rock 
Cave,  602:  treaty  -^vith  N.  Y.  In- 
dians in  1788,  739;  in  New  York 
City  seal,  832,  834,  835  and  plates 
24-28. 

Indian  Memorial  Association,  521. 
Indiscriminate   Memorials   in  public 

places,  154. 
Inglis,  Charles,  66,  68. 
Tnman,  Henry,  72,  76. 
Trving,  J.  Beaufain,  75. 
Irving,  Washington,  high  school,  152; 

Knickerbocker's    History    of  New 

York,  164. 


Italy,  basilica  of  San  Clemente  saved, 
3.30 ;  artists'  protest  against  van- 
dalism in  war,  345. 

Ivers,  ihomas,  682. 

Izard,  General,  597. 

Jabine,  John,  734,  740. 

Jackson,  Andrew,  portrait,  75 ;  battle 
of  New  Orleans,  301. 

Jackson,  Fillmore,  521,  522. 

Jacobs,  Philip,  769. 

Jacobsz,  Anthony,  836. 

Jacoeks,  Thomas,  685. 

James,  Duke  or  York,  827,  et  aeq. 

Jamieson,  Theodore,  521. 

Janeway,  George,  657,  659,  663,  666, 
667,  669,  673,  674,  076,  679,  680, 
684,  689,  694,  697.  698,  706,  708, 
710,  712,  714,  717-719,  721,  724- 
726,  7Z9,  732,  733,  735,  736,  739- 
741,  740-745,  747-749,  751-753, 
755-758,  761-763,  766-769,  771, 
774,  775,  777-779.  782,  784-791, 
794,  795,  800-802,  805,  808,  810, 
812,  815. 

Japan,  scenic  and  historic  preserva- 
tion, 17  ;  first  publications  of  Japan 
Societv  for  Preserving  Landscapes, 
etc.,  335. 

Japan  Society  for  Preserving  Land- 
scapes and  Historic  and  Natural 
Monuments,  335,  336. 

Jarvis,  John  W.,  75.  y 

Jay,  Ellen,  137. 

Jay,  .John,  115,  577,  761. 

Jay,  William,  death,  211;  quoted  con- 
cerning St.  John's  Chapel,  211. 

Jay,  Pierre,  137. 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  portrait,  73: 
home  for  sale,  277. 

-Jemison,  Mary,  41,  304. 

Jenkins,  J.  Foster,  77. 

Jenkins,  Mrs.  J.  Foster,  77. 

Jenkins  &  Barker,  779. 

Jermolov,  A.  C,  328. 

Jewel  Cave  National  Monument,  282. 

.Timbo,  K.,  335,  336. 

•Joan  of  Arc,  see  Arc. 

John  Boyd  Thacher  Park,  committee, 
23,  85';  custodianship,  26,  84,  236; 
description,  maintenance  and  needs, 
84;  dedication  of  park,  85;  histori- 
cal pageant,  94;  plates  47-53. 

John  Muir  Woods  National  IMonu- 
ment,  282. 

Johns,  William  H.,  555. 

.Johnson,  Andrew,  portrait.  74. 

Johnson,  Eastmnn,  portrait,  74,  75. 

-Tohnson,  John,  729,  785. 

Johnson,  Sir  John,  255. 

Johnson,  L.  Austin,  274. 
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Johnson,  Lawrence,  809. 

Johnson    mansion   at   Perth  Amboy, 

N.  J.,  274. 
Johnson,  Samuel,  686. 
Johnson,  Sir  William,  mansion,  234. 
Johnston,  James  X.,  46. 
Johnston,  John,  maj'or  of  New  York, 

838. 

Johnston,  Robert,  779. 

Johnston,  Samuel,  798. 

Johnston,  William  A.,  225. 

Johnstown  Historical  Society,  234. 

Jones  &  Stewart,  818. 

Jones,  Cyril,  76. 

Jones,  Michael  A.,  524. 

Jones,  John  Paul,  in  Hall  of  Fame, 

158;  tomb,  160. 
Jones,  Stephen  V.,  286. 
Jones  &  Hamilton,  703. 
Jones  &  Hitchcock,  201. 
Jouett,  Matthew,  73. 
Jumel,  Stephen,  124,  148,  384. 
Jumel,  Mrs.  Stephen,  149. 
Jusserand,  Jean  J.,  16,  342. 

Kantner,  Harold,  229. 

Kaufman,  Maurice,  544,  545. 

Kearney,  Phil,  112. 

Keating,  W.  E.  J.,  139. 

Keese,  dohn,  662. 

Keesler,  E.  D.,  34. 

Keigwin,  A.  Edwin,  539. 

Kelby,  Robert  H.,  163. 

Keller,  Mrs.  Delight  R.,  254. 

Kellogg,  L.  Laflin,  178,  182. 

Kelly,  Joseph  D.,  265. 

Kelly,  William  H.,  245. 

Kendall,  William,  280. 

Kendall,  William  Sj,  76. 

Kenedy,  Thomas,  729. 

Kennan,  Thomas,  788. 

Kennedj',  Archibald,  114. 

Kennedy,  Arthur,  466. 

Kenned}',  Frank,  521. 

Kennedy,  Tliomas,  750. 

Kennedy,  Walter,  521. 

Kent,  William,  294. 

Ketchum,  .James,  764. 

Kewetahgieshig,  307. 

Key,  Francis  Scott,  230,  527,  528,  562. 

Kiersen,  Jan,  382,  393. 

Kiersted,  .Tohn,  708. 

Kierste<l,  Simon,  665,  689. 

Kilburne,  Ebcnezer  C,  798. 

King,  Charles  Bird,  74. 

King,  John.  750. 

King.  .Tospph,  215. 

King,  L.  P.,  307. 

KiiiLiman,  Dan  f'..  2()4. 

Ki)i,ui)ia}i,  A^'illiiini  1...  25,  64. 


King's  College,  see  Columbia  Uni- 
versity. 

Kingsford,  Thomas  P.,   trustee,  21  j 

committees,  23,  38. 
Kip,  Mr.,  disputed  boundary  line,  702. 
Kip,  Isaac  L.,  696,  804. 
Kip,  Leonard,  772. 
Kip,  Lucas,  685. 
Kipp,  Johannes,  838.  , 
Kirby  William,  772. 
Kline,  Ardolph  L.,  507. 
Knolt,  Joseph,  254. 
Knowles,  William  W.,  555. 
Knowlton,  F.  H.,  286. 
Knowlton,  Thomas,  Col.,  123. 
Knox,  Henry,  portrait,  72 ;  Secretary  - 

of  War,  141;  headquarters  in  New 

Windsor,  236,  239-240,  and  plate 

44. 

Knyphausen,  Gen.  124,  374,  376,  441, 
et  seq. 

Kohler,  Colonel,  376. 

Kohn,  Robert  D.,  184. 

Kollock,  Shepherd,  805. 

Kortright,  Johannes,  458. 

Kortright,  Metje  Cornelis,  195. 

Kortright,  Nicholas,  195. 

Kortright,  Sebastian,  457. 

Kosokoff,  Hannah,  312. 

Krafl't,  see  von  Krafft. 

Kroel,  Julius,  200. 

Kuehnling,  William,  257,  258. 

Kiinz,  George  F.,  piesident  of  Amer- 
ican Scenic  and  Historic  Preserva- 
tion Society,  11,  20;  tru.stee,  21; 
committees,  21,  22;  address  at 
Thacher  Park,  86;  in  association 
to  popularize  New  York  history, 
163;  memorial  against  vandalism 
in  China,  335;  proposes  protection 
of  monuments,  museums  and  li- 
braries in  war,  339;  signs  this  re- 
port, 345;  acting  President  New 
York  Commercial  Tercentenary 
Commission,  506,  512,  521,  522, 
523,  550,  550,  560,  566,  567. 

Kuroita,  K.,  336. 

Kusnezov,  N.  J.,  328. 

Kvehn,  Ferdinand  J.,  187. 

Lafarge,  C.  Grant.  184. 

Lafayette,    Marquis,    portrait,  74; 

monument,  640,  and  plate  74. 
Laforgue,  Amos,  724. 
Lafoy,  Thomas,  718,  735,  740,  772. 
Laight,     '^h■..     representing  Trinity 

Church,  671. 
Laight.  William,  207.  735,  739. 
Laing.  .Tames,  728. 
Laird,  Eugene  B.,  24. 
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Lake  George  Battlefield  Reservation, 
233. 

Lalimati,  J.  H.  W.,  322. 

Lamb,  Charles  R.,  280,  510,  546,  548. 

Lamb,  Frederick  S.,  trustee,  21 ;  com- 
mittee, 22,  25,  99;  designer  of 
N.  Y.  Commercial  Tercentenary 
poster,  520. 

Lamb,  John  W.,  198. 

Lambdin,  G.  R.,  75. 

Lambert,  Daniel,  766. 

Langdon,  John,  579. 

Lansing,  Robert,  341. 

Lamed,  J.  N.,  38,  46. 

Lascaris,  Emanuel,  549. 

Lasher,  John,  374. 

Lassen  Peak,  National  Monument, 
281,  eruptions,  284. 

Latham,  Daniel,  809. 

Laurance  (Lawrance,  Laurence) 
John,  734,  739,  743,  744,  745,  749, 
750,  751,  752,  7o3,  754,  764,  774, 
775,  777,  778,  779,  784,  785,  786, 
787. 

Laurens,  Henry,  portrait,  73. 

Lavelle,  Michael  J.,  522,  556. 

Lawrence,  A.  B.,  51. 

Lawrence,  Daniel,  764. 

Lawrence,  George  N.,  18. 

Lawrence,  James,  112. 

Lawrence,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  787. 

Lawrence,  Mr.,  Commissioner  of  For- 
tifications, 579. 

Lawrence,  Richard,  685. 

Lawrence,  Richard  W.,  183. 

Laycock,  John,  676. 

Leake,  John,  735,  740. 

Lechner,  Joseph,  258. 

Ledynrd,  Lewis  Cass,  18. 

Lee,  Henry,  portrait,  72. 

Lee,  Thomas  H.,  trustee,  21;  com- 
mittees, 25,  32. 

Lee,  William  J.,  227,  512,  524,  530, 
531,  536,  538.  548,  o49,  560. 

Lehigh  University,  43. 

Leipziger,  Henry  M.,  vice  president, 
20;  trustee,  21;  committees,  21,  23, 
38. 

Lemlein,  Nathan,  538. 
L'Enfant,  Major,  733. 
Lenox,  James,  120. 
Lenox,  Robert,  697,  785. 
Le  Roux,  Charles,  840. 
Leslie,  Gen.,  124. 
Lester,  Charles  C,  250. 
Lester  Park,  236,  247,  248. 
Lester,  Willard,  236,  247. 
Letch  worth,  Ogden   P.,   trustee,  21; 
committee,  23,  38. 


Leitchworth  Park,  committee,  23,  38; 
custodianship,  26,  235;  finances,  27, 
58;  description  and  organization, 
38;  death  of  O.  W.  Price,  38;  GJen 
Iris,  39;  library  and  museum,  41; 
Council  House  grounds,  41;  arbore- 
tum, 42;  roads,  bridges  and  stairs, 
46 ;  bird  refuge,  47  ;  forest  fires,  48  ; 
visitors  and  meetings,  49 ;  tablet  at 
Inspiration  Point,  50;  First  New 
York  Dragoons  monument,  50; 
school  taxes,  51;  bridge  across 
Genesee  river,  52;  authority  to  con- 
demn Davis  lot,  52;  miscellaneous 
matters,  53;  meteorological  condi- 
tions, 53 ;  Letchworth  legacy,  55 ; 
state  funds,  58,  and  plates  62-60. 

Letchworth,  William  P.,  legacy,  27, 
30,  55;  biography,  38;  Memorial 
Association,  49;  memorial  tree, 
49;  donor  of  Letchworth  Park, 
235;  mentioned,  46. 

Levers,  Robert,  538. 

Levy,  Jefi'erson  M.,  277-279. 

Levy,  Joshua,  804. 

Lewis,  Benjamin,  714. 

Lewis,  Francis,  112,  577. 

Lewis,  John,  734,  739. 

Lewis,  Morgan,  112. 

Lewis,  Richard,  762,  766. 

Lewis,  Thomas  D.,  23. 

Lewis  and  Clark  Cavern  National 
Monument,  282;  expedition,  313. 

Lewisohn,  Adolph,  138. 

I/horamedieu,  Ezra,  605. 

Libbey,  Jonas,  366,  445. 

Liberty  Poles,  110. 

Libraries,    immunity   in   war,  337- 
345;  destruction  of  celebrated,  333. 
Lieb,  J.  W.,  223. 

Lincoln,  Abraham,  portraits,  75. 

Lincoln,  Charles  Z.,  18. 

Lincoln,  Thomas,  798. 

Lindsay,  Janet,  95. 

Lines,  Henry,  720. 

Link,  Barney,  223. 

Linseng,  Otto  C.  W.,  von,  452. 

Lisk,  David,  680. 

Lispenard,  Anthony,  785. 

Lispenard,  Leonard,  99,  109. 

Littlejohn,  Lomax,  138. 

Little  Neck,  R.  I.,  proposed  change 

of  name,  150. 
Littleton,  Martin  W.,  225,  227,  228. 
Livingston,  Brockholst,  207,  785. 
Livingston,  Margaret,  810. 
Livingston,  Philip,  577. 
Livingston,  Robert  C,  785. 
Livingston,  Robert  R.,  577,  579,  580. 
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Lockwood,  William  R.,  140. 

Lockyer,  Captain,  135. 

Lodowick,  Charles,  101. 

Logan,  Frank,  521. 

Logan  (Tahgahjute)  304. 

Logan,  Walter  8.,  18. 

London  Daily  News,  344. 

Long,  Frederick,  685. 

Longfellow,    Henry    W.,  birthplace 

preserved,  267. 
Long  Island  Historical  Society,  114. 
Loomis,  E.  E.,  184. 

Lorillard    ( Loiirillard)    Peter,  673, 
681,  688. 

Lossberg,   Col.,   375,   452;    see  also 

Regiments. 
Lossing,  Benson  J.,  246,  597. 
Lett,  Abm.  P.,  721,  726. 
Louden,  Samuel,  742. 
Louis,  XVIII,  149. 
Louisiana  Historical  Society,  300. 
Lovelace,  Francis  828,  829. 
Lovett,  Lieut.  (  ol.,  469. 
Low,  Isaac,  60,  69,  131,  135,  136. 
Low,  Nicholas,  779. 
Low,    Seth,    address    at  Merchants 

Coffee   Houst',    132;    President  of 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  138. 
Low  &  Shedden,  676. 
Lowell,  Guy.  175,  181. 
Lower   Wall   Street   Business  Men's 

Association,  129-13ei,  163,  512. 
Lowrier,  Edward,  798. 
Lowrv,  Frank  C,  138. 
Ludlow,  Carv,  092. 
Ludlow,  DDniel,  207,  695. 
Ludlow,  Gabriel  W.,  708. 
Ludovick,  Capt.,  414. 
Ludwig,  Marv,  142. 
Luerse,  Car.^lCn,  100,  101. 
Lukeman,  Auijuslus,  268. 
Lyell,  David,  839. 
Lynch,  3'homas,  577. 
Lyndall  vs.  Schuyler,  834. 

Mabie,  Cornelius,  779. 
Mac  Bride,  Robert  T..  33.  34. 
Mac  Bride,  INIrs.  Robert  I.,  33,  34. 
MacCracken,  Henry  Mitchell,  157. 
Mac  Curdy,  Ceorge  Grant.  273,  .599- 
609 

Macdonon^li.  ■riioinn^,  500.  592,  596- 
598 

MacKinnon.  A.  E..  5('6.  512,  513,  548, 

550,  550,  500,  571. 
^lacomb,  Mr.,  74.'..  746. 
MacMonnies,  Fredk  W.,  Ill,  191. 
Mae  Neil,  H.  A.,  304,  305. 
Macy,  George  it.,  138. 
Madison,  Jamfs,  portrait.  72. 
Magaw.  Robert.  124. 


Magee,  Edward  M.,  52. 

xMaghee,  Samuel,  771,  799. 

Maiden  Lane  Historical  Society,  99, 

100,  102. 
.Maine  state  reservations,  2()0. 
Maleom,  William,  677,  690,  702.  709, 

716,  717.  791. 
Malsburg  Captain  von,  375. 
i\laltbie,  -Milo  R.,  184. 
Man,  Alrick  H.,  183. 
Mann,  J.  R.,  283. 
Manning,  Mrs.  Daniel,  23,  85,  86. 
Manship,  Paul,  305,  84/. 
Maplesoii,  Lionel,  544. 
Marble,  William  Allen,  225. 
Marks,  Marcus  M.,  183,  227,  228. 
Marling.  Alfred  E.,  183. 
Marschalk,  Eleanor,  800. 
Marshall,  John,  portrait,  74. 
Marshall,  J.  R.,  277. 
Marshall,  Lieutenant,  445. 
Marshall,  William  Edgar,  75. 
Marston,  John,  765,  801. 
Martelaire,  family  name,  582-585. 
Martelaer's  Rack,  or  Rock,  570-586. 
Martlers,  Barent,  585. 
Martler's  Creek.  583. 
Martin,  Everett  P..  215. 
Martling,  Barent  I.,  688,  690. 
Masonic  Standard,  140. 
Masons,  see  Free  Masons. 
Massachusetts    Agricultural  College, 

43. 

Massachusetts  state  reservations,  266. 

Mather,  Ebenezer,  730. 

Mathers.  Jf^es.  6^5. 

Mathew,  Edward  (Col.),  414. 

Mathewson,  Douglas,  183,  227. 

Matlack,  White,  725. 

Matthes,  E.  E.,  287. 

Matthews,  David,  Mayor,  807. 

Matthews,  Edward   (Gen.),  480. 

Maunsell,  John.  367. 

Maxwell,  William,  713,  7.34,  772,  773, 

Maxwell,  William  H.,  511,  566. 

May,  Mitchell,  .''.60. 

Mayal,  C.  C,  34. 

McAdams,  Anne,  726,  745.  749. 

McAneny,  George,  183.  184,  211,  500. 

McAuley.  Alexander.  661. 

^rcCall,'  Edward  E..  138. 

MeCauley,  Moll.v,  140,  et  seq. 

McComb',  Alexander.  677,  733. 

McComb,  John,  697,  701.  746,  749,  772, 

773,  784:  .see  also  Macomb. 
McConnoughry,  David.  664,  669. 
McCormack,  Charles  J.,  183,  227. 
McCormack,  Edward,  95. 
Mc-Corniick,  Daniel,  734,  739,  779. 
l\T(Cormick,  Frederick,  331. 
McCourt,  .John  F.,  513. 
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McCoy,  J.  C,  555. 

McCrea,  Stephen,  765,  785. 

McCullen,  James,  720. 

McCulIen,  Robert,  729. 

McDermott,  Joseph,  312. 

McDonald,  Walter,  696,  778. 

JMcDougall,  Alexander,  135,  137,  146. 

McDougall,  Charles,  138. 

McGibney,  Florence,  544. 

MeGraw,  Edward,  242. 

McGregor,  Donald,  76. 

McGuire,  Dennis,  802. 

McGuire,  Lawrence  M.  D.,  223. 

McKenna,  Mary  E.,  530. 

McKie,  Peter,  725. 

McKinley,  William,  portrait,  75. 

McLean,  Francis,  414. 

McLean,  J.  &  A.,  805. 

McLean,  John,  721. 

McLellan;  Hugh,  589. 

McManus,  James,  684. 

McMaster,  William  E.,  74. 

McMillin,  Emerson,  trustee,  21;  com- 
mittees, 22,  24;  Cryptozoon  Reef, 
247;  Starks  Knob,  248. 

McPherson,  John,  663. 

McShane,  E.  C.  J.,  553. 

Meachem,  Thomas  W.,  trustee,  21; 
committee,  23. 

Mead,  John  A.,  268. 

Meade,  Isaac,  799,  803. 

Meade,  R  W.,  549. 

Meara,  William  J.,  538. 

Medals,  New  VinW  ( 'oiiiinercial  Ter- 
centenary, 517;  see  also  Seals. 

Meeks,  Edward.  72S,  755. 

Meoapolensis,  Johannes,  827,  835, 

Meigan,  Herr,  326. 

Mendes,  H.  Pereira,  540. 

Menocal.  Mario  G.,  571. 

Merchants  Association  of  New  York, 
145. 

Merriam,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  589,  595. 

Merselius,  Peter,  801. 

Merselius,  Theophilus,  801. 

Mesa  Verde  National  Park,  area,  281; 
visitors,  283;  government  litera- 
ture, 288. 

Mesier,  Elizabeth,  664,  798. 

Mesier,  Peter,  (393,  71(i,  797,  798,  814. 

Messenger,  Hiram  J.,  legacy,  28,  29. 

Messenger,  Thomas  H.^  138. 

Metcalfe,  Henry,  22. 

Meyer,  Cornelius,  Jr.,  718. 

Miantonomoh,  305. 

Miehelsen,  Bastiaen,  458. 

Middlebury,  Vt.,  College,  268-271. 

Middleton,  Dr.,  802. 

Mifflin,  Thomas,  373,  374. 

Mildeberger,  Oliver,  764. 

Mildenbergh,  John,  735,  740. 

Miles  Nelson  A.,  560. 


Military  Camp  Life  in  New  York  City 
during  the  Revolution,  347;  search 
for  relics,  351;  reminders  of  the 
Revolution,  358;  American  army  on 
Washington  Heights,  367;  British 
and  Hessian  army,  375;  Hessian 
military  life,  378;  Washington's 
lieadquarters  and  camp  of  the  38th 
regt.,  382;  camp  of  the  regiment 
von  Donop,  390;  Van  Oblienis  farm, 
393;  Fort  Washington  or  Fort 
Knyphausen,  401;  barracks  of  the 
garrison,  410;  Hessian  hut  camp, 
425;  Laurel  Hill  or  Fort  George, 
431;  Fort  Tryon  or  Forest  Hill,, 
441;  camp  of  Hessian  Body  Guard 
and  Kortright  farm,  447;  hut  camp 
of  17th  Foot,  460;  Holland's  Ferry 
camp,  480;  Nagel  homestead  or 
Century  House,  490;  exterior  de- 
fences, 495;  plates  29-34. 

Miller,  Charles  R.,  18. 

Miller,  Cyrus  C,  184. 

Miller,  Jacob  W.,  299. 

Miller,  John,  833. 

Milton,  J.  E.,  37. 

Minford,  L.  W.,  138. 

Minuit,  Peter,  561,  823. 

Missions  of  California,  301. 

Missouri  State  Parks,  16. 

IMitchel,  John  Purroy,  111;  explains 
Court  House  delay,  178;  Fourth  of 
July  address,  228,  230;  Honorary 
President  Commercial  Tercenten- 
ary Commission,  506;  speaks  a,t 
celebration,  522;  compliments  it, 
535;  address  at  religious  meeting, 
540;  participates  in  parades,  550, 
560;  invites  Ciibans,  571. 

Mitchell,  Frederica.  250. 

Mitchell,  Maria.  154. 

Miyake,  H.,  336. 

Miyoshi,  Manabu,  17,  335,  336,  337. 

Mohawk  Trail,  271. 

Monck,  Colonel,  476. 

Monell   James,   685,    717,    731;  also 

spelled  Monnell. 
IVlonnell,  James,  see  Monell. 
Monroe,  James,  portrait,  73. 
Montagne,  Jolante.  458. 
Montanus,  Arnold.  825,  836. 
Montanye,  John,  772. 
Montauk  Indians,  legal  end  of  tribe, 

305. 

Montcalm  Park,  235. 

Montezuma  Castle  National  Monu- 
ment, 281. 

Montgomery,  James  B.,  239. 

Montgomery,  James  M.,  138. 

Montgomery,  Richard,  658. 

Menticello,  offered  for  sale  to  the 
government,  277. 
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!Montresor.  John.  37(i. 
Monuments,  immunity  in  war,  337- 
345. 

Monuments:  Andre,  25,  97;  Brooklyn 
Arch,  119;  Cromwell,  622  and  plate 
74;  Chatham,  316;  Crane  Fountain, 
191;  De  Pevster,  114;  Egyptian 
obelisk,  121:'  Ericsson,  115;  Fill- 
more, 261;  First  N.  Y.  Dragoons, 
50;  Fort  Washington,  124;  Grand 
Canyon  explorers,  276,  285;  George 
III,  114,  384;  Hudson,  126;  Indians, 
303-305,  512,  521;  Lafayette,  646 
and  flate  74;  Liljerty,  115;  Mar- 
tyrs, 112,  118;  MeCauley,  140; 
Montgomery,  658;  New  York  City, 
ICS,  et  seq;  Kewtown  battle,  232; 
Ogden,  155;  Osceola,  306-307; 
Pierce,  268;  Pitt,  709,  753;  Powell. 
276  and  plate  72;  Saratoga  battle, 
233;  Sherman,  120;  Soldiers  and 
Sailors,  845;  Steuben,  257  and  plate 
58;  Straus,  144  and  plate  3;  Trask, 
249  and  plate  54;  Verrazzano,  115; 
Ward,  280;  Walker,  307;  Washing- 
ton, ill,  316;  Wireless  Operators, 
186  and  plate'  4:  indiscriminate, 
154;  see  also  Tablets. 

Moody,  Frank  B.,  46. 

Mooers,  Benjamin,  595,  596. 

Moor,  Jacobi  735,  740. 

^loore,  Abraham^  764. 

Moore,  Blazius,  372,  394,  395,  397, 
410. 

Moore,  Henry,  112. 

Moore,  Jesse  D.,  513. 

Moore,  John,  694,  804. 

Moore,  Lambert,  704,  727,  807. 

Moran,  Daniel  E.,  181. 

Morgan,  Edwin  M.,  d88. 

Morgan,  J.  P.,  512. 

Morgan,  J.  P.,  estate,  gift,  28. 

Morgan  Tali  Esen,  539. 

Morgan,  J.  P.  &  Co.,  new  building, 
117;  treasurer  C'oiniiiercial  Tercen- 
tenary Commission,  506,  516. 

Morgan,  W.^  456. 

Morrell,  James,  700,  705. 

Morris,  David,  672,  674. 

]\Iorris,  Lewis,  577. 

Morris  Robert^  561. 

Morris.  Robert  H.,  200. 

Morris,  Roger,  77.  123,  148.  358,  367. 
3S2,  439  and  plate  35. 

Morris,  Mrs.  Roger.  77  and  plate  35; 
see  also  ]Mary  Philipse. 

Morrison,  George  A.,  138. 

Morrison.  Nathaniel.  685. 

Morse,  Alpheus  A..  590. 

Morse,  Barbara.  .")90. 

Morse,  Frank.  590. 

Morse.  S.  F.  B.,  76,  108,  562. 


:\lorse,  Waldo  G.,  24. 

Mortier,  Peter,  821. 

ilortimer,  George  T.,  183. 

^lorton,  Charlotte  A.,  244. 

-Mould,  Jacob  Wrey,  154. 

Mount  Mac  Gregor  Memorial  Asso- 
ciation, 233. 

]Mount  Monadnock,  ancient  rights, 
267. 

Mount  Olympus  National  Monument, 
282. 

Mount  Rainier  National  Park,  area, 
281;  visitors,  283;  revenue,  284; 
mentioned,  284;  government  litera- 
ture, 287. 

Blount  Saint  Vincent  Academy,  193. 
Mowat,  John,  713. 
:.lr,eller,  Herbert,  333. 
Muensterberg,  Hugo,  257. 
Muir  Glacier,  294. 

Muir,  John,  national  monument,  282; 

death,  293. 
Mukuntuweap    National  Monument,. 

282. 

ilulford,  Walter,  43. 
]Mumford,  see  Murray,  Mumford  & 
Bowen. 

^ilunicipal  Art  Society  of  New  York, 
223. 

]Miu-derer's  Creek,  583. 
Murdoek,  U.  A.,  299. 
Murphy,  John  j.,  184. 
:\lurphy,  Mrs.,  early  householder,  664. 
Murray,  John,  781. 
Murray,  Mary  Lindley,  119. 
Murray,  Mumford  &  Bowen,  678,  682, 
789. 

Muschenheim,    William    C,    24,  366, 

446,  495,  514. 
IMuseums,  immunity  in  M-ar,  337-345. 
Music  Festivals,  543. 
Muyden,  INIighiel,  827. 
Myers,  Asher,  678. 
Myers,  Elizabeth,  95. 

Naek,  Matthias,  724. 

Nagel,  Jan,  490. 

Nagel,  William.  368,  735,  739. 

Names:  Degayasoh,  46;  municipal 
nomenclature.  144;  changes  in  New 
York  City,  144;  proposed  change  of 
Varick  Street,  144;  proposed  change 
of  Central  Park,  146;  Jumel  Man- 
sion, 148;  proposed  change  of  Little 
Neck,  L.  L,  150;  change  of  Sing 
Sing,  151;  names  instead  of  num- 
bers for  public  schools.  151;  Saca- 
jawea.  313;  Hudson.  Columbus,  et 
al.,  57i5,  576;  Constitution  Island, 
570-586;  Indian  geographical,  576; 
origin  of  New  York  City,  838. 

Nancy,  tea  ship,  135. 
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iNapier,  A.  Milton,  5(>(>. 

Napoleon,  Louis,  149. 

National  Arts  Club  of  New  York,  339. 

National  Forests,  area,  2S8;  income, 
2S9;  fires,  290;  acquisition  in  Appa- 
lachians, 291. 

National  Parks:  Reservations  in  New 
York  State,  237;  compleite  list  of 
national  parks  and  monuments, 
281;  Papago  Saguaro  national  mon- 
ument, 282;  Rocky  Mountain  Na- 
tional Park,  282;  visitors  to  na- 
tional parks,  283 ;  economic  value  of 
parks,  283 ;  eruption  of  Lassen 
Peak,  284;  situation  at  Grand  Can- 
yon, 284;  memorial  to  Grand  Can- 
yon explorers,  285;  government  lit- 
erature about  parks,  28&;  national 
forests,  288  et  seq. ;  conferences 
288. 

National  Sculpture  Society,  343,  344. 
National  Trust  for  Historic  Places  in 

Great  Britain,  16. 
Natural  Bridges  National  Monument, 

282. 

Nature-monument  protection  in  Ger- 
many, 323. 

Navajo  National  Monument,  282. 

Navigation,  early  methods,  835-837; 
see  also  New  York  Commercial  Ter- 
centenary. 

Neagle,  John,  76. 

Netherlands,  16;  earnest  efforts  to 
preserve  landscape  beauty,  317;  re- 
cent work  of  the  Bond  Heenischut, 
317-322;  see  also  Dutch  Epoch. 

Neumuller,  Walter,  405. 

New  England  public  reservations,  266; 
national  forests,  291. 

New  Hampshire  Agricultural  College, 
43. 

New  Hampshire  Forests,  Society  for 

Protection  of,  267. 
New    Hampshire   state  reservations, 

266. 

New  Haven,  rock  shelter  at  Pine 
Eock,  599-^609. 

New  Jersey  sliore  erosion,  275. 

Newkerk,  Barnt,  734,  740. 

New  Orleans,  peace  centennial  cele- 
bration, 299. 

Newton,  William,  785. 

New  Windsor,  founding  of  village, 
242. 

Newton,  Charles  D.,  52. 
Newtown     Battlefield  Reservation, 
232. 

New  York  Academy  of  Design,  192. 
New  York  Citv:     Aldermen  elected, 
734,  735. 


New  York  City:  Alms  House,  659, 
'660,  673,  680,  681,  683,  684,  695,  697, 
698,  710,  711,  712,  716,  717,  718,  741, 
747,  748,  763,  767,  778,  794,  795,  798, 
807,  808,  810,  812. 

New  York  City:  Archaeology,  187, 
214,  347-501. 

New  York  City:  Archives,  trans- 
ferred from  city  Hall,  161;  unpub- 
lished Common  Council  minutes, 
162. 

New  York  City:  Arms  for  Conti- 
nental troops,  658,  680. 

New  York  City:  Arsenal  building, 
■192. 

New  York  City:  Art  Commission, 
98;  recommends  official  city  flag 
and  standard  form  of  seal,  161,  821- 
352;  rejects  Angelina  Crane  foun- 
tain design,  191. 

New  York  City:  Assessors,  734,  735, 
739,  740,  765,  801,  '802,  803,  809. 

New  York  City:    Astor  House,  111. 

New  York  City:  Banks:  Bank  of 
New  York,  208,  755,  761,  762,  765, 
771,  774,  779,  786,  787,  810,  815; 
Bank  of  Manhattan  Co.,  206. 

i>ew  York  City:  Barge  Office,  115, 
186. 

New  York  City:    Barracks,  784. 
New  York  City:     Barrier  Gate,  433, 

445,  447,  463. 
New  York  City:    Battery,  762,  788; 

acquisition  by  city,  805;  see  also 

New  York  City  Parks. 
New  York  City:     Bedlow's  Island, 

673,  680. 

New  York  City:  Bells:  In  Mount 
Morris  Park,  200,  201 ;  on  Fourth  of 
July,  704;  at  funerals,  789;  at 
Washington's  inauguration,  791. 

New  York  City:  Billboards,  ordi- 
nance, 218;  Mayor's  Billboard  Ad- 
vertising Commission,  222;  see  also 
Signs. 

New  \ork  City:  Billopp  House,  236. 
New  York  City:    Bowling  Green,  see 

New  York  City  Parks. 
New  York  City:    Bread,  67'5,  769,  783', 

798,  834. 

New  York  City:  Bridewell,  659,  660, 
673,  678,  080,  681,  683,  684,  686,  694, 
695,  697,  710,  711,  712,  713,  718,  724, 
747.  748,  752,  754,  755,  767,  769,  794, 

799,  803,  808,  810. 

New  York  City:  Bridges:  Brooklyn, 
118;  Brooklyn  ferry,  714;  Dyck- 
man's,  126;  Fordham,  126;  Farmers, 
126,  127  ,  374,  49i8;  King's,  99,  119, 
125.  12(t  371,  373,  374,  370,  380,  331, 
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New  York  City:  Bridges — {Con- 
tinued) : 

401,  433,  442,  449,  450,  431,  463,  463, 
472.  495,  497,  498,  672,  784;  Man- 
hattan, 118,  181;  Pelham,  128; 
Queens,  381;  Williarasburgh,  119; 
New  Road,  66f2. 
New  York  City:  Brinckerhoff's  Cor- 
ner, 725. 

New  Y'ork  City:  Buildings,  notable, 
107  et  seq.;  first  steel  frame,  113; 
regulation,  of  height,  liS2;  Commis- 
sion on  Building  Districts,  183;  see 
also  individual  names  of  buildings. 

New  Y^ork  City:  Butchers,  770,  788, 
797,  803;  see  also  Markets  and 
Slaughter  House. 

New  York  City:  Camp  Life  in  the 
Revolution.  214,  347-502,  plates  29- 
34. 

New  Y'ork  City:  Carriers,  see  Porters. 

New  York  Citj-:  Carts  and  Cartmen, 
663,  675,  G86,  783,  813. 

New  Y'ork  City:    Castle  Garden,  115. 

New  York  City:  Cemeteries:  Bowl- 
ing Green,  114;  Catharine  Street, 
668;  Jewish,  99,  102;  Wall  Street, 
698;  Trinity,  112,  149,  671. 

New  Y'ork  City:  Century  House,  377, 
385,  389,  490-4M. 

New  York  City:  Cliamberlain.  674, 
699,  709,  710,  732,  739.  ?50,  782. 

New  York  City:  Cliimnies,  678,  724, 
753,  769,  799. 

New  York  City:    Chinatown,  181. 

New  York  City:  Churches:  Brick 
Presbyterian,  120;  Chel?ea  M.  E., 
365,  399;  Collegia/te  Dutch,  120; 
English,  see  Trinity;  First  Presby- 
terian, 108,  6a8,  702;  Fordham 
Dutch,  127,  128;  in  the  Fort,  155, 
120;  Fort  Washington  Dutch,  404; 
Fort  Washington  Presbyterian,  390 ; 
German  Lutheran,  745,  746;  Grarc 
M.  E.,  539;  Harlem  Dutch,  561; 
Judson  Memorial,  108;  Moravian, 
114;  North  Dutch,  100,  102,  668, 
705;  St.  Andrew's  R.  C.  177,  179; 
St.  George's  P.  E.,  L19;  St.  George's 
Chapel,  P.  E.,  568;  St.  John's 
Chapel,  P.  E.,  110,  210-212;  St.  John 
the  Divine  Cathedral,  P.  E.,  122; 
St.  Luke's  P.  E.,  123;  St.  Mark's 
P.  E.,  119;  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral, 
R.  C,  120,  149;  St.  Paul's  Chapel, 
P.  E.,  Ill;  St.  Paul's  P  E.,  East- 
Chester,  129;  St.  Peter's  R.  C,  149; 
St.  Thomas'  P.  E.,  120;  Trinity  P. 
E.,  112,  210-212,  670,  716,  793,  797, 
801,  803.  814;  see  also  Churches  in 
general  index. 


New  York  City:  City  Halls:  First, 
Stadt  Huys,  at  73  Pearl  Street,  L16, 
568;  second,  at  Wall  and  Nassau 
Streets,  117,  660,  661,  603,  609,  678, 
689,  692,  (m,  703,  704,  706,  708,  710, 
711  714,  716,  718,  719,  723,  724,  725, 
728,  729,  732,  733,  738,  755,  756,  761, 
702,  765,  760,  771,  774,  778,  779,  786, 
790,  793,  799,  800,  803,  805,  810,  812, 
■815;  third,  present,  110,  101,  182, 
228,  852. 

New  York  City:  Civic  Center,  174; 
County  Court  House,  174,  181;  see 
also  Civic  Improvement. 

New  York  City:    Claremont,  508. 

New  York  City:  Cock  Hill,  379,  381, 
461,  463,  465;  see  also  Fort  Cock 
Hill  and  Inwood  Hill. 

New  York  City:  Collect  Pond,  drain- 
age canal,  109;  borings  on  site,  180. 

New  York  City:  Collectors,  734,  735, 
740,  750. 

New  Y'ork  City:  Commissioners  of 
Almshouse  and  Bridewell,  684,  685. 

New  York  City:  Commissioner  of  Ex- 
cise, 662,  698. 

New  York  City:  Common  Council 
Minutes,  653  et  seq. 

New  Y''ork  City:  Common  Lands,  687, 
694,  702,  706,  764,  768,  780,  781,  783, 
784,  789,  803,  811,  816,  818;  see  also 
Corporation  Lots. 

New  York  City:  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  see  Congress  in  gen- 
eral index. 

New  Y'ork  City:  Constables  and 
Marshals,  660,  678,  684,  713,  732, 
734,  735,  740,  752,  769,  786,  790,  799, 
803  ,  809,  839. 

New  York  City:  Corlear's  Hook,  677, 
705,  709,  711,  743,  750,  756,  758,  760, 
762,  788. 

New  York  City:  Corporation  Lots, 
661,  663,  004,  660,  669,  070,  673,  676, 
677,  679,  681,  686,  687,  688,  692,  705, 
709,  711,  714,  715,  718,  719,  721,  702, 
723,  742,  750,  757,  758,  762,  768,  788, 
793,  797,  801,  803,  810. 

New  York  City:  Court  House,  selec- 
tion of  site,  173;  area  taken,  175; 
architects'  competition,  173;  Low- 
ell's design  adopted,  175;  delay  in 
building,  175;  site  shifted,  176; 
Court  House  Board  urges  Corpora- 
tion Counsel,  177;  Commissioners 
of  Appraisal,  179;  geology  of  site, 
179;  estimated  cost,  181;  Court 
House  Board,  182. 

New  York  Citv:  Cox  Hill,  see  Cock 
Hill. 
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New  York  City:  Custom  Houses,  114, 
115,  117. 

New  York  City:  Death  Gap,  410,  413, 
416. 

New  York  City:  Docks,  see  Wliarves. 
New  York  City.    Doctors'  Riot,  679, 
717. 

New  York  City:  Dyckman  liouses, 
367,  368,  377,  31)5. 

New  York  City:  Elections,  678,  686, 
©88,  689,  691,  ii&2,  696,  715,  725,  732, 
734,  738,  739,  740,  753,  755,  765,  778, 
7'82,  785,  800,  801,  802,  803,  804,  809, 
839. 

New  York  City:  Elevated  Railroad, 
109. 

New  York  City:  Equitable  Life 
Building,  112. 

New  York  City:  Evacuation  by  Brit- 
ish, 696,  840. 

New  York  City:  Exchange,  681,  725, 
731,  737,  740,  741,  810. 

New  York  City:    Excise,  662,  698. 

New  York  City:     Federal  Hall,  117. 

iSew  Y^ork  City:  Ferries:  Brooklyn, 
696,  714,  718,  722,  728,  753,  774,  77o, 
781,  799,  804,  805;  Bulls,  707;  Cort- 
landt  Street,  East  River,  781 ;  Eliza- 
bethtown,  665,  673;  Fort  Lee,  707; 
Hoboken,  687,  689,  704,  707,  777,  78-8; 
Holland's,  380,  381;  Nassau  Island, 
757;  North  River,  704,  707;  Powles 
Hook,  777.  7S8,  793,  798;  Staten 
Island,  665,  780,  807;  Weeliawken, 
707,  780.  786;  Whitehall.  666;  gen- 
eral, 718,  731,  750. 

New  York  City:  Fire  Department, 
Mount  Morris  bell  tower,  194-202; 
early,  662,  668,  674,  689,  690,  705, 
723,  724,  742,  758,  764,  770,  782,  790, 
798,  799,  801,  aQ2,  803,  809. 

iNew  York  City:    Firewood,  675,  783. 

New  Y'ork  City:  Flag,  official, 
adopted,  161 ;  history  of  seal  and 
flag,  819^852;  plate  22;  Mayor's 
851. 

New  York  City:  Forest  Hill,  see  Fort 
Tryon. 

New  York  City:    Forts,  see  Forts  in 

general  index. 
New  Y^ork  City:    Fourth  of  July,  see 

general  index. 
New  York  City:     Fraunces'  Tavern, 

see  New  York  City  Taverns. 
iNew  York  City:    Freemen,  663.  674, 

676,  680,  685,"  694,  710,  711,  714,  718, 
j21,  724,  729,  739,  777,  779,  782,  802. 
New  York  City:      French  Academy, 

392. 

New  York  City:  Gaol,  658,  678.  679, 
m2.  6SS,  691,  695,  697  ,  70i3,  711,  717, 
720,  724.  700,  766,  769,  799',  807,  810. 


New  York  City:  Geology:  Collect 
Fond  site,  180;  Mount  Morris  Park 
site,  194. 

New  York  City:  Glover's  Rock,  128. 
New  York  City:     Golden  Hill,  100, 

101,  118,  668. 
New  York  City:    Gouwenberg,  100. 
New  Y^'ork  City:    Government  House, 

115. 

New  York  City:  Governor's  Island, 
115,  237;  see  also  Nutten  Island. 

New  York  City:    Greenwich,  109. 

New  York  City:  Gun  Powder,  667, 
670,  67-5,  676,  681,  682,  689,  690,  692, 
695,  720,  727,  728,  782,  791,  799. 

New  York  City:  Hackney  Coaches, 
693. 

New  York  City:  Half  Creek,  447,  480. 
New  York  City:    Hamburg- American 

Building,  113. 
New  York  City:    Hamilton  Grange, 

123,  236. 

New  York  City:  Harlem  Park  Trot- 
ting Course,  196. 

New  York  City:  Harriet  -Judsou 
Building,  138. 

New  York  City:    Hay,  675,  783. 

New  York  City:  Hessian  Spring,  410, 
412,  426. 

New  York  City:  Historical  sight-see- 
ing, 107;  see  also  Sites  and  Inscrip- 
tions. 

New  York  City:  History,  movement 
to  popularize,  163;  illustrated  in 
New  York  Commercial  Tercenten- 
ary celebration,  505-571 ;  exhibits, 
567-569;  seal  and  flag,  821-852. 

New  York  City:  Holland's  Ferry, 
480-^89. 

New  York  City:    Inchlambergh,  676. 
New  York  City:    Indian  field,  382, 
393,  410. 

New  York  City:  Inspectors  of  Elec- 
tions, 725,  785. 

New  York  City:  Inspectors  of  Fire- 
wood, 688,  691,  715,  764. 

New  Y^ork  City:  Inwood  Hill,  125, 
358,  360,  427,  443,  453,  460;  see  also 
Cock  Hill. 

New  York  City:  Joehem  Pieters 
Hills,  393. 

New  York  City:  Jumel  Mansion,  see 
Washington,  George,  headquarters. 

New  Y''ork  City:    Kiersen  house,  384. 

New  York  City:    Knoll,  449,  454. 

New  York  City:  Kortright  house, 
368.  385. 

New  York  City:  Laurel  Hill,  125, 
375,  436;  see  also  Fort  George. 

New  Y'ork  City:  Leisler's  Patent, 
719,  723. 
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New  Voik  Citv:  Loapiiuisse  house, 
392. 

New  Yuik  City:  Libbey  Castle,  445. 
N'ew   Yitrk   Citv:     Libraries:  New 

York  Public  Library,  89,  120,  130, 

130,  137,  1U3,  208,  510,  549,  550,  560; 

New  York  Society,  138,  163,  761; 

Lenox,  1&2. 
New  York  City:    Lime,  675,  677. 
New  Y'ork  Citv :   Lispenard  .Meadows, 

109. 

New  York  City:     Long  Hill,  410. 

New  York  City:     Lookout  Hill,  119. 

New  York  City:  Lottery  to  pay  for 
City  Hall  repairs,  805. 

New  Y'ork  City:  Manhattan,  prim- 
eval, 5t)l;  purchase,  561. 

New  Y'ork  City:  Manhattan  Com- 
pany, 135;  reservoir  demolished, 
203;  reservoir  described,  203-210; 
histoi-y  of  company,  206;  plates  5 
and  6. 

New  Y'ork  City:  Marble  Hill,  125, 
367.  380,  46.5,  495;  see  Fort  Prince 
Charles. 

New  York  Citv:  Markets:  Bear,  720, 
731,  738;  Exchange,  740,  741,  742, 
810;  Flv.  697,  701,  702,  711,  713, 
727,  728,  ;^9,  741,  744,  751,  754, 
755,  758-760,  770,  777,  781,  789, 
799.  810,  813;  Oswe^j-o,  725,  813; 
Peek's  Slip,  725,  803;general,  672, 
674,  675,  777,  780,  782.  813;  clerk 
of.  806. 

New  Y'ork  City:  MeComb  Mansion, 
126. 

New  Y'ork  City:  McGown's  Pass, 
121. 

New  Y'ork  Citv:  Measurers,  675,  750, 
783. 

New  York  City:  Measurers  of  Grain, 
701,  730. 

New  York  City:  Measurers  of  Lime, 
788. 

New  York  City:     Merchants'  Coffee 

House,  see  New  Y^ork  City  Taverns. 
New  York  Citv:     :Metropo]itan  Life 

Building,  112. 
New  YorK  City:     Mile  Stones,  385, 

390,  661,  768,,  802. 
New  Y'ork  City:    Military  Camp  Life 

during  the  Revolution,  347-501. 
New  York  City:    Minetta  Brook,  108. 
New  York   City:     Monuments,  see 

Monuments. 
New  Y'ork  City:     Morewood  house, 

408. 

New  York  City:     Morgan,  J.  P.  & 

Co.,  new  building,  117. 
New  York  City:    Morris  Park  Race 

Course,  200. 


New  Y'ork  City:  Morris  (Roger) 
Mansion,  see  Washington,  George, 
headquarters. 

New  Y'ork  City:  Mount  Washington, 
see  Fort  Washington. 

New  Y'ork  City:  Municipal  Art  Com- 
mission, see  Art  Commission  of  the 
City  of  New  York. 

New  Y'ork  City:  Municipal  Building 
833,  838. 

New  York  City:    Murray  Hill,  119. 

New  York  City:  Museums:  Barmim's, 
112;  Seudaer's,  112;  Metropolitan 
Museum  oi  Art,  1:^1,  556;  Revolu- 
tionary, 359,  386-388. 

New  York  City:  Nagel  house  (Cen- 
tury house)"  377,  385,  490-494. 

New  York  City :  Name,  origin  of, 
838. 

New  Y'ork  City:  Nas.sau  Island 
(Long  Island),  757,  774,  776. 

New  York  City:    Navy  Yard,  118. 

New  Y'ork  City:    Nipnichsen,  126. 

New  York  City:  North  Hill,  see 
Cock  Hill. 

New  Y'ork  City:  Nutten  Island,  805 ; 
see  also  Governor's  Island. 

New  York  City:  Oblienis  house,  368, 
377,  385,  393-400. 

New  Y'ork  City:  Parks:  Batterv, 
115,  186,  512;  see  also  Battery; 
Bloomingdale,  144 ;  Bowling  Green, 
113,  135;  Revolutionary  burial 
place,  114,  188;  historic  fence,  188; 
public  well,  203;  statue  George  III, 
384;  bowling,  561,  568;  lease,  695, 
742;  Central,  120;  proposed  change 
of  name,  146;  work  of  Pilat,  01m- 
stead,  Vaux,  etc.,  154;  projects  for 
invading,  155;  enhanced  value,  172; 
removal  of  arsenal,  192;  ciiscon- 
tinuancE  of  McGown's  Pass  Tav- 
ern, 193;  pageants,  530;  Central 
Park  West  cartracks,  1 9.S ;  Fourth 
of  Julv,  230;  Ward's  sculpture, 
280;Citv  Hall,  70,  110,  181,  188- 
191,  56i;  Columbus,  144,  147,  181; 
Coney  Island,  202;  Dreamland,  202; 
Fort  Greene,  118;  Fort  Washing- 
ton, 364;  Harlem  Square,  196; 
Jacob  A.  Riis,  147;  Long  Acre 
Square,  144;  Madison  Square,  108; 
Mount  Morris,  99;  history  of,  194- 
202;  pageant  in,  535;  ^Mulberry 
Bend,  144,  147,  181  ;  Pelham  Bav, 
202;  Prospect,  118;  Poe,  128; 
Roger  Morris,  148 ;  Rockaway 
Beach,  147;  Saint  Nicholas,  155; 
Seaside,  1*7;  Straus,  144:  Tele- 
wana,  147;  Times  Square,  144; 
Van  Cortlandt,  126,  380;  Washing- 
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New  York  City:  Parks — (Continued)  : 
ton  Isquare,  108;  indiscriminate 
memorials  in,  154;  powers  of 
Landscape  Architect,  154;  general 
conditions,  185. 

New  York  City:  Paving,  660,  668, 
675,  678,  081,  701,  703,  705,  706, 
707,  713,  719,  723,  724,  725, 

726,  727,  728,  729,  731,  741,  744, 

745,  748,  750,  752,  755,  757,  760, 
762,  766,  784,  786,  787,  788,  789, 
797,  799,  800,  801,  802,  806,  810. 

New  York  City :  Pell  graves  violated, 
202. 

New  York  City:    Perine  House,  213- 

214;  plate  7. 
New  York  City :    Perkins  house,  394. 
New  York  City:    Piers,  see  Wharves. 
New  York   City:     Pieter  Tuynier's 

Run,  480. 
New  York  City:     Plan,  182;  Com- 
mittee on  City  Plan,  183;  Advisory 

Committee,  184. 
New  Yiork  City:    Poe  Cottage,  128. 
New  York  City:    Police,  see  Watch. 
New  York  City:    Poor,  662,  668,  684, 

686,  700,  765,  769,  781;   see  also 

Almshouse. 
New  York  City:    Porters,  657. 
New  York  City:    Postoffiee,  111,  181; 

new  one  occupied,  188. 
New  York  City:    Potters,  706. 
New  York  City:    Powder  Magazine, 

see  Gun  Powder. 
New  York  City:    Prison  Sliips,  118. 
New  York  City:     Public  Ciier,  662, 

668. 

New  York  City:  Public  Whipper, 
678,  705,  H2,  760,  784. 

New  York  City:  Pumps  and  Wells, 
203,  204,  665,  686,  689,  691,  713, 
719,  720,  722,  723,  730,  738,  742, 

746,  748,  752,  755,  757,  760,  765, 
771,  779,  780,  781,  799,  805,  813, 
817;  see  also  Water  Supply. 

New  York  City:  Race  Course  Farm, 
196,  200. 


New   York   City : 
112. 

Npav  York   City : 

466,  471. 
New  York  City : 

Riot. 
New   York  City: 

194. 

New  York  City:     Ronde  Vly  Berg, 
431. 

New  York  City:    Round  Hills,  194. 
New   York   City:     Round  Meadow, 
393  458. 


Realty  Building, 
Reiff  house,  465, 
Riot,  see  Doctors 
Ronde  Gebergte, 


New  York  City:  Round  Meadow  Hill, 
431. 

New  York  City:  Rutger's  Brewery, 
696. 

New  York  City:  Sappokanienn,  108. 
New  York  City:     Schools:  Names, 

151;  early  schools,  392,  670,  671, 

681. 

New  York  City:  Seals:  Standard 
form  adopted,  161;  history  o  ,  819; 
arms  of  old  Amsterdam,  822;  seal 
of  New  Netherland,  823;  seal  of 
New  Amsterdam,  825;  seal  of  New 
York  of  1669,  827;  of  1686,  831; 
small  seal  of  that  period,  838; 
mayoralty  and  other  seals  of  1735, 
839;  seal  of  1784,  840;  variations 
of,  845;  on  official  flag,  848;  ordi- 
nances, 674,  782,  841;  ordered 
affixed,  685,  749,  761,  765,  771,  780, 
787,  814,  817;  plates,  22-28. 

New  York  City:  Sewers,  662,  686, 
695,  697,  702,  704,  708,  717,  722, 

727,  728,  742,  751,  753.  755,  766, 
803,  808,  810. 

New  York  City:  Sherman's  Creek, 
380,  447,  480;  see  Half  Creek. 

New  York  City:  Shoemaker's  Land, 
100-102. 

New  York  City:  Singer  Buildng,  112, 
517. 

New  York  City;    Slangberg,  195. 

New  York  City:  Slaughter  House, 
675,  764,  783,  788,  797,  803. 

New  York  City :  Slips :  Batteau,  688 ; 
Beekman's,"677,  681,  686,  690,  708, 
709,  717,  »02,  806;  Burlings,  667, 

701,  711,  716,  717,  726,  741,  742, 
744,  751,  803,  806;  Catharine,  776; 
Coenties,  784,  788,  799;  Coitlandt, 
677,  704,  717,  720,  750,  751,  752; 
Crown,  677;  Exchange,  742;  Dey, 
677,  750,  751,  752;  Ellis,  717;  East 
River,  722;  Fly  Market,  702,  713, 
717,  720,  728,  731,  750,  776; 
Mesier's,  664;  North  River,  719, 
722;  Old,  713,  788,  799;  Peek's,' 
681,  686,  742,  776,  781,  788,  797, 
802,  803,  805,  806,  810;  St.  James, 
750,  788,  797,  802,  805;  Vesey,  704, 
750,  751,  752;  Whitehall,  690,  700, 

702,  703,  705,  717,  718,  721,  722, 

728,  731;  general,  677,  705,  707, 
711,  725. 

New  York  City:     Smith's  Vly,  833; 

see  also  Markets,  Fly. 
New  York  City:     Snake  Hill,  195, 

196;  see  also  Parks,  Miount  Morris. 
New    York   Citv:      Spuyten  Duyvil 

Creek,  105,  376,  379,  495. 
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New  York  City:  Spuyten  Duyvil 
Hill,  125,  379,  381,  399,  433,  464, 
495;  see  also  Forts  Numbers  1,  2 
and  3. 

New  York  City:    Stadt  Huys,  116. 
New   York   City:     Stock  Exchange 

Building,  117. 
New   \ork   City:     Street  Cleaning, 

686,  699,  701,  752,  783. 
New   York   City:      Street  Lighting, 

662,  678,  682,  691,  693,  700,  718, 

749,  753,  754,  755,  766,  769,  778, 
780,  782. 

New  York  City:  Streets:  Ann,  100; 
Auehnnity,  695,  703,  707,  745,  787; 
Augustus,  670;  Bancker,  806;  Bar- 
clay, 707,  711,  749,  754,  784,  786, 
707,  799,  814;  Barrack,  660,  705; 
Battery  Place,  833;  Bayard,  797, 
803;  Beaver,  100,  116,  813,  825; 
Beekman.  758,  784,  797,  801,  806; 
Blooniingdale  Road,  670,  716,  815; 
Bowery,  671,  713,  834;  Broad,  116; 
Broadway,  100,  102,  204,  678,  690, 
693,  m',  701,  713,  726,  745,  746, 
748,  752,  755,  757,  760,  762,  784, 
787,  700,  833;  Canal,  100,  8.34; 
Catliarine,  668,  7()6;  Chambers, 
797,  803;  Chatham,  102,  204,  663, 
664,  673,  681,  688,  742,  754,  802, 
810.;  Chorrv,  808,  809;  Chestnut. 
806;  Church,  713,  784,  833;  Coen- 
ties  Lane,  686;  Cortlandt,  705,  707. 
711,  710,  720,  723,  737,  833;  Crown, 
144;  Delancey,  691,  713,  720,  722. 
742,  784;  Dey,  730;  Division.  742. 
754,  765,  802;  Dock,  686;  Dover, 

750,  762;  Eagle,  748;  Fair,  727, 
728,  784,  707,  801,' 806;  Ferry,  730, 
742,  766,  769;  First  (see  also 
Front)  713,  765;  Fisher,  707,  803; 
Frankfort,  726,  731;  Front  (oi 
First)  677,  713,  726,  728,  741,  771, 
784,  788,  799;  Fulton,  101;  Gold, 
100,  731,  806,  813;  Golden  Hill, 
100,  118;  Greenwich,  664,  602,  693, 
705,  707,  711,  713,  716,  724,  749, 
772,  773,  788,  797,  798,  800,  801, 
803,  814;  Heere  Graeht.  116; 
Heere  Straat,  204;  Ilcrnian,  758; 

'  Hester,  834;  Jacob,  731;  John,  99- 
.  102,  118,  707,  719,  727,  728,  813: 
:  King,  144,  697,  701,  704,  706,  7/)7. 
I  708.  713,  715,  730;  King  Georw, 
I  715,  731.  802;  Little  Dnck,  784,  788. 
I  790,  801:  lumber,  601,  605,  703, 
I  707,  757,  780,  787;  Maiden  Lane, 
I  99-102,  117,  707,  727,  833;  Manhat- 
I  tan  Ave.,  (Middle  Road),  811;  Mid- 
I  die  Road  (Manhattan  Ave.),  811; 
I  Mulberry,  662;  Murray,  697,  801. 
I    811,  814,  816;  Nassau!  668;  New. 


678,  697,  701;  New  Bowery,  102, 
103,  834;  New  Road,  662;  Oliver, 
103,  749,  754,  834;  Oyster  Pasty 
j^ane,  703,  707,  787,  790;  Park 
Row,  204,  833;  Partition,  711,  713, 
728;  Pearl,  100,  116.  833;  Post 
Road,  667,  670,  716,  815;  Prince, 
762;  Queen,  116,  144,  097,  701,  704, 

706,  711,  715,  723,  727,  759,  768, 
789,  799,  806,  810;  Reade,  797,  803, 
809,  814;  Rector,  703,  745;  Roose- 
velt, 730,  760,  808;  Rutgers,  7!- 9, 
799,  813;  Saint  James,  742,  754, 
762,  802 ;  Seventh  Avenue  extension, 
145;  Sixth  Ave..  103,  104;  Smith, 
730;  Strand,  116;  Suffolk,  748; 
Vandewnter.  726.  731,  760;  Varick, 
nam.e,  144;  widening,  110,  144; 
Verlettenberoli.  678,"  697,  701; 
Vesev,  741,  746;  Wall,  100,  113, 
117,"  130-138,  686,  704,  706,  709, 
711.  713,  729;  Warren,  695,  697, 
797:  Water,  681,  686,  713,  729, 
730,  741,  744.  7.50,  760,  762,  770, 
771,  788,  707.  802.  805,  806,  808, 
800;  Watt.  701,  753;  West  Elev- 
enth, 103;  West  Twenty-first,  104; 
Whitehall,  115,  116,  709;  William, 
100,  101,  117,  701,  705,  707,  713, 
715,  719,  727.  728,  784,  797,  801, 
806;  various,  108-120,  786,  801; 
encroachments,  789. 

New  York  City:     Sub  Treasury,  117. 
New  York  City:    Sunday  observance, 
674,  782. 

New  York  City :  Surveys  and  Sur- 
veyors, 665,  667,  671,  675,  677,  687, 
600,  693,  695,  702,  703,  709,  713, 
720,  726,  727.  745,  746,  754,  762, 
76.«.  780,  782.  783,  784,  788,  790, 
803,  814,  817. 

New  York  City:     Swine,   686,  699, 

707.  751,  752'. 

New  York  City:    Tablets,  see  Tablets. 

New  York  City:    Tanpits  100. 

New  York  City:  Taverns:  Bicker's, 
111;  Blue  Bell,  364,  307.  368,  370, 
372,  309,  410,  411,  417;  Bull's  Head. 
725:  Burns'  Coffee  House,  112; 
Caluntct  Hall,  see  Morris  White 
House:  City  Arms,  112;  Cox's,  126, 
127.  384:  'Day's,  367;  Fraunccs', 
116,  132,  568.  578;  Golden  Hill, 
118:  Hnmpden  Hall,  112;  Heyer's, 
659,  688;  Hunter's  Island,  120; 
Holmes'  213:  Hyatt's,  126,  367; 
McGown's  Pass,  "  121.  103;  Mer- 
chants Coffee  House,  120-138,  207. 
725,  783,  and  plate  1;  Morris' 
White  Hou.se,  367.  372.  383,  385; 
Province  Arms,  112;  Simmons,  708, 
760;  licenses,  665,  698,  806. 
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New  York  City:  Taxes,  660,  692, 
696,  710,  729,  755,  766,  757,  761, 
798. 

New  York  City:  Tea  Party,  116,  134, 
135. 

New  York  City:  Tea  Water  Pump, 
204. 

New    York    City:      Treasurer,  see 

C  liamberlain. 
New  York  Citv:     Trinity  Building, 

112. 

New  York  City:     Tubby  Hook,  360, 

443,  453,  461. 
New  Yorl<  Citv:  Turtle  Bay  Patent, 

803. 

New  York  Citv,  Vagrants,  660,  684, 
686,  713,  718,  743,  752,  754,  769, 
799. 

New    York    City :      Van  C'ortlandt 

houses,  126,  381,  483. 
New  York  City:    Verlettenbergh  Hill, 

746;  see  also  Streets. 
New   York    City:      Wallabout  Bay, 

118. 

New  York  City :  Washington's  Head- 
quarters, see  Washington,  George, 
headquarters. 

l^ew  York  City:  Washington  Heights, 
351-501. 

New  York  City:  Watch  657,  658. 
661,  682,  696,  709,  738,  744,  757, 
758,  764,  765,  768,  769,  781,  784, 
786,  788,  790,  804,  805. 

New  York  City:  Water  Lots,  see 
Corporation  Lots. 

New  York  City:  Water  Supply: 
Catskill  Aqueduct,  107,  210;  C  rot'on 
reservoirs,  120,  121,  208;  Clare- 
mont,  122;  Croton  dam,  203,  210; 
Colles'  reservoir,  205,  657,  662,  666, 
682,  700;  early,  678;  Rumsian  So- 
ciety's proposal,  763;  see  also  Man- 
hattan Company,  and  Pumps  and 
Wells. 

New  York  City:   Wells,  see  Pumps 

and  Wells. 
New    York    City:    Wharfinger,  see 

Wharves. 

New  York  City:  Wliarves:  Albanv 
Pier,  661,  690,  700,  703,  724,  730, 
742;  Beekman's,  708;  Bowers,  673; 
Burnet's  Ivev.  692  ;  Corporation,  704. 
708,  717,  719,  730,  731,  752;  Dean's, 
688;  Fly  Market,  731;  Moore's,  702, 
fo-i,  71.5,  721,  7.54,  807;  Peck's  Slip, 
717;  Powder  House,  727;  Whitehall, 
690,  818;  general,  663,  674-677, 
680,  690,  701,  702,  715,  719,  738, 
783. 

New  York  Citv:  Whitehall,  807. 


New  York  City:  Woohvorth  Building, 
111,  517,  568. 

New  York  Commercial  Tercentenary, 
130,  163,  232;  organization  of  com- 
mission, 505;  officers,  506;  finances, 
507,  515;  plan  and  scope,  509; 
auditing,  510;  contracts^  510;  de- 
sign and  decoration,  510;  education- 
al institutions,  510;  official  flag, 
511,  519  and  plate  20;  poster,  511, 
520  and  plate  18;  law  and  legisla- 
tion, 511;  official  medal,  512,  517 
and  plate  17;  badge,  512,  519  and 
plate  19;  museum  exhibits,  512; 
publicity,  512;  reception  commit- 
tee, 513;  headquarters,  513;  official 
cooperation,  513;  inaugural  cere- 
monies at  Fort  Wadsworth,  521  and 
plate  8;  at  Hotel  Astor,  522;  local 
festivals,  512,  524;  at  Curtis  ath- 
letic field,  524  and  plate  9;  at 
Brooklyn  athletic  field,  526  and 
plate  10;  at  Crotona  athletic  field, 

529  and  plate  11;  at  Central  Park, 

530  and  plates  12  and  13;  at  Don- 
gan  Hills  fair  grounds,  535;  at  Har- 
lem, 535;  religiovis  services,  513, 
539;  music  festivals,  512,  543; 
illuminations,  511,  546;  automobile 
parade,  548;  Metropolitan  Museum 
of  Art  reception,  556;  historical  and 
commercial  parade,  558;  commer- 
cial exhibits,  510,  566,  570  and 
plate  15;  old  New  York,  567;  Indian 
exhibit,  569  and  plate  16;  prizes, 
553-555,  564,  565. 

New  York  Evening  Post,  568,  832. 

Xew  York  Evening  Sun,  191. 

NTew  York  Herald,  568. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  102, 
137,  163,  164,  378,  381,  582,  584,  823, 
837,  838,  842. 

New  York  Marine  Society,  135,  138. 

N"ew  York  Packet  and  American  Ad- 
vertiser, 841. 

New  York  Science  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion, 47. 

New  York  Staats  Zeitung,  568. 

New  York  State  Forest  Preserve, 
change  of  administration,  251 ;  esti- 
mated stumpage.  2.52,  2.53. 

N'ew  York  State  Historical  Society, 
234,  235,  249. 

Xew  York  State  History,  movement 
to  popularize,  163. 

New  York  State  Parks  ana  Reserva- 
tions, list,  232. 

New  York  Sun,  111,  241,  553,  568. 

New  York  Times,  345,  558. 
.New  York  Tribune,  111.  162,  568. 
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New  York  University  108,  125,  156, 
164,  190,  381,  480,  510,  523,  560; 
see  also  Fort  No.  8, 

New  York  World,  111. 

Newburgh  Bay  and  the  Highlands 
Historical  Society,  239,  573,  574. 

Niagara  Falls,  13,  14;  state  reserva- 
tion, 232;  federal  situation,  204; 
bills  to  repeal  charters,  265;  pro- 
posed power  house  under  American 
fall,  265;  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, 266. 

Nichols,  Adelbert  S.,  538. 

Nichols,  N.,  595. 

Nicholson.  James,  657,  658,  660-064, 
666,  609,  672,  673,  676,  683,  685, 
686,  688,  089,  C91-695,  697,  098, 
701,  703,  700,  708-712,  714,  716,  717- 
719,  721,  724,  726,  729,  732,  734,  738, 
743-745,  749,  750,  753,  754,  756,  758, 
761-764,  767,  768,  770,  771,  774,  775, 
777-779,  784-787,  789,  791,  795,  800, 
802,  805,  808,  811,  812,  815,  810. 

Nicholson  William,  059. 

Nicolls,  Richard,  501. 

Nightingale,  Florence,  154. 

Niles  Weekly  Register,  596. 

Nixen,  Elias,  685, 

Noble,  H.  G.  S,,  138. 

Noble,  Henry  Harmon,  data  concern- 
ing battle  of  Boquet  river,  587-598. 

Noble,  Ransom.  589,  590,  592-595. 

Nomenclature,  see  Names. 

Non-Importation  agreement,  112,  116. 

Norman,  Edward  A,,  511,  546,  548, 
550,  559, 

North,  Benjamin,  730. 

Norton,  Charles  D.,  184. 

Nunez,  Emilio,  571. 

Nygta,  Indian.  305.  v 

Oblienis,  Catherine,  395. 
Oblienis,  Helen,  395. 
Oblienis,  Hendrick,  .393,  395.  410. 
Oblienis,  Jacob,  395. 
Oblienis,  Johannes,  308,  395, 
Oblienis,  John,  395, 
Oblienis,  Joost  van,  393, 
Oblienis,  Peter,  395,  458. 
O'Brien,  Morgan  -I,  182,  556, 
O'Callaghan,  E.  B.,  104,  824,  836,  845. 
O'Connell,    William    Henry  cardinal, 
331. 

Odell,  Rutledge  I..  34. 

O'Donohue,  Charles  A.,  138. 

Ogden,  John,  155. 

Ogilvie,  Mrs.  581. 

O'Keeffe,  Arthur.  J.,  510,  516. 

Old,  Benjamin  H.,  138, 

Old    people,    Wahagunta,  307-312; 

Wahwetrewes,   312:    Hannah  Koso- 

koff,  312, 

I 


Old   Stone   Fort,   in   Schoharie,  see 

Stone  Fort, 
Olmsted,  Frederick  Law,  154,  274. 
Olson,  Harry,  007. 
Olson,  Oscar,  007. 
Olyphant,  Talbot,  138. 
O'Mara,  Mr.,  364. 
Oneida  Historical  Society,  257. 
Oothout,  John,  734,  739. 
Oregon   Caves   National  Monument, 

282. 

Ormond,  H.  H.,  95. 

Orr,  Alexander  E.,  18. 

Osborn,  Henry  Fairfield,  22,  25,  32. 

Osborne,  Dan  vers,  112. 

Osceola,  300. 

Osgood,  Herbert  L.,  163. 

Osgood,  Samuel,  207. 

(Jtis,  Bass,  75. 

Otlet,  Paul,  344. 

Ottendorfer,  Oswald,  18. 

Otto,  Harry  Fred.  187. 

Outerbridge,  E.  H.,  184. 

Overvoorde,  J.  C,  16. 

Oxford  University,  108. 

Paekelmann,  Herr,  324. 

Page,  William  H.,  555. 

Pagenstecher,  Albreeht,  Jr.,  22. 

Paget,  Howard  D.,  76. 

Paine,  Robert  Treat,  579. 

Paine,  Thomas  129. 

Paintings,  in  Philipse  Manor  Hall, 
64,  72-76. 

Palisades  of  the  Hudson,  14,  15,  84. 

Palisades  Interstate  Park,  90,  140, 
234,  237,  238,  249. 

Paltsits,  Victor  H.,  830,  847. 

Panama  Canal,  opening,  230;  histor- 
ical sketch  294;  referred  to,  518, 
523,  527. 

Panama  Rocks,  263. 

Pantheons,  159. 

Pao-chi,  Sun,  333. 

Papago  Saguaro  National  Monument, 
282. 

Pardee,  J.  C,  552. 

Parker,  Arthur  C,  94.  313. 

Parker,  Alton  B.,  .506.  511,  5.50. 

Parker,  Daniel,  800. 

Parker,  Mrs.  Earl,  255, 

Parkhill,  Ezra,  6rt9,  594, 

Parsell,  William,  680,  731. 

Parsons,  Samuel,  18. 

Parsons,  William  Barclay,  184,  299. 

Partridge,   Edward   L..   trustee,  21; 

committees,  22,  24,  25.  32. 
Pasquali,  Berniee  de.  544.  545. 
Patchke,  Robert  A.,  254. 
Patterson,  Anna,  521. 
Patterson,  Elizabeth.  060. 
Patterson,  John,  062. 
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Paulding,  John,  305. 

Peabody,  George  Foster,  250. 

Peace  centennial,  299;  celebration  at 

New  Orleans,  299;  at  New  York, 

562. 

Peale,  Charles  Willson,  73. 

Peale,  James,  64,  73,  76. 

Peale,  Rembrandt,  73,  76. 

Pearssee  Jonathan,  678,  760. 

Peary,  Rouert  E.,  560. 

Peck,  Gordon  H.,  trustee,  21;  com- 
mittees, 25,  32,  33,  34. 

Peck,  John  Hudson  18. 

Pell  family  graves  violated,  202. 

Pell,  John,  605.  . 

Pell,  Thomas,  202. 

Pelletreau,  W.  S.,  581. 

Pelz,  George  V.  W.,  538. 

Penfold,  Richard,  764. 

Percival,  James  Gates,  602. 

Percy,  Hugh,  Earl,  124,  487. 

Ferine,  Cornelius  L.,  214. 

Perine,  Edward,  213. 

Perine,  Elizabeth  Winant,  214. 

Perine,  Henry,  214. 

Perine,  Joseph,  214. 

Perine,  Joseph  E.,  214. 

Perine,  Simon  Swaime,  214. 

Perkins,  Donald  Campbell,  187. 

Perkins,  George  W.,  vice-president, 
20;  trustee,  21;  committees,  21,  22, 
24;  development  of  Palisades  Inter- 
state Park,  238.  ' 

Perkins,  Hosea  B.,  398. 

Perkins,  Robert,  400. 

Perry,  Eugene  F.,  25. 

Perry  Herald,  44. 

Peters,  John  P.,  539. 

Wood,  Jeremiah,  704. 

Peterson,  William,  764. 

Petrified  Forest  National  Monument, 
281. 

Petrograd  Geographical  Society,  328. 
Petroleum,  first  well,  236. 
Pettis,  Clifford  R.,  43. 
Pharaoh,  Montauk  chief,  30G. 
Philips,  Jack,  187. 

Philipse,  Frederick,  65  et  seq,  77, 
126,  581;  see  also  Philipse  Manor 
Hall. 

Philipse  Manor  Hall,  committee,  24, 
64;  custodianship,  26,  235;  finances, 
27,  30,  78;  description,  63;  history, 
63;  maintenance,  64;  gifts,  65; 
open  letter  to  Frederick  Philipse 
and  others,  66;  Cochran  collections, 
72;  visitors,  76;  colonial  scenes  en- 
acted, 77;  plates  35-38. 

Philipse,  Mary  (Mrs.  Morris),  77,  124, 
382;  see  also  Mrs.  Roger  Morris. 


Philipse,  Mary  (Mrs.  Gouverneur), 
581. 

Philipse,  Philip,  581. 

Phillips,  John  W.,  34. 

Pliillips,  N.  Taylor,  treasurer,  20; 
trustee,  21;  committees,  21,  23,  38; 
New  York  Commercial  Tercenten- 
ary Commission,  510,  516,  556. 

Phillips,  W.  S.,  305. 

Phipps,  Lieutenant,  521. 

Photography,  Draper's  experiments, 
108. 

Phoenix,  Daniel,  699,  730,  732,  739, 
753,  760. 

Phyfe,  Miss,  33. 

Pierce.  Bemus,  521. 

Pierce,  Franklin,  portrait,  75;  monu- 
ment, 268. 

Pierce,  Henry  A.,  49. 

Pierson  (Pearson  Peirson),  Joseph, 
657,  658,  666,  669,  673.  676,  679,  680, 
683,  685,  688,  689,  691,  692,  694,  695- 
697,  701,  703,  706,  703,  740,  712,  714, 
718,  721,  724,  733,  734,  736,  739, 
741,  743-745,  747,  749,  753,  756,  768, 
761,  763,  766-768,  770,  771,  774,  775, 
777,  779,  782,  785-787,  790,  791,  794, 
795,  800,  808. 

Pigot,  Robert,  421. 

Pike,  Zebulon  M.,  portrait,  76. 

Pilat,  Carl  F.,  154. 

Pilat,  Ignatz  A.,  154-156,  201,  202. 

P.nehot,  GifTord,  39,  44. 

Pinckney,  Charles,  portrait,  73. 

Pinckney,  William,  764. 

Pine,  John  B.,  821. 

Pine  Rock  Cave,  273,  599-609  and 
plates  67-71. 

Pine,  Robert  Edge,  72. 

Pinkney,  J.  W.,  52. 

Pinnacles  National  Monument,  282. 

Pitcher,  Charlotte  A.,  254. 

Pitcher,  Molly,  140  et  seq. 

Piatt  National  Park,  area,  281; 
visitors,  283. 

Piatt,  Zephaniah,  580. 

Pocohontas,  312,  313. 

Poe,  Edgar  Allan,  128. 

Poertner,  W.  C,  549,  550. 

Polk,  Charles  Peale,  73. 

Polk,  Frank  L.,  177. 

Polk,  James  K.,  portrait,  76. 

Pollard,  Charles  L.,  523. 

Portaoje  Falls,  38. 

Porter,  Horace,  18,  160. 

Porter,  Peter  A.,  18. 

Porterfield,  John,  662. 

Pos,  G.  A..  322. 

Post,  Anthony,  686,  728.  752,  760, 
779. 
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Post,  Francis,  730. 
Post,  James  H.,  13S. 
Posters;  see  Signs. 
Potter,  Charles  H.,  538. 
Potter,  E.  Clififord,  182. 
Pounds,  Lewis  11.,  1311,  183,  227. 
Powell,  John  W  e  loy,  memorials,  27(5, 
286. 

Powell,  Walter  H.,  286. 
Powell,  W.  Clement,  286. 
Pratt,  Frederick  B.,  184. 
Pratt,  George  D.,  251. 
Pratt,  Matthew,  75. 
Prcndergasl.  William  A.,  228. 
Prescott,  Priseilla,  76. 
Prescott,  Richard,  478. 
Prescott,  William,  95. 
Preston,  Charles,  481. 
Preston,  James  H.,  560. 
Pretty,  Eagle,  305. 
Price,'  Gene,  539. 

Price,  (H-trtim   \V.,  death,  38,  42. 

Price,  Willard,  539. 

Price,  William,  141. 

Prime,  Mrs.   William  C,  77. 

Prince,  L.  Brailfoid.  216. 

Pring,  Captain,  597. 

Printup,  Hiram,  521. 

Prior,  Edmond,  779. 

Proc  tor,  A.  Phimister.  305 

Proctor,  Francis,  143. 

Proctor,  J.  W.,  138. 

Proctor,    Thomas    R.,    trustee,    21 , 

committees,  23,  24;  donor  of  parks 

to  Utica,  257. 
Proctor,  Mrs.  Thomas  R.,  257. 
Provoost,  David,  667. 
Prudhunt,  Lawrence,  187. 
Pruyn,  J.  V.  L.,  portrait,  74. 
Pugsley,  Cornelius  At,  22,  25,  3z,  556. 
Purdy,  Lawson,  183. 
Purdy,  Samuel,  198. 
Putnam  Arthur,  305. 
Putnam,   Israel,   camp   ground,  272. 

579,  580,  581. 
Putnam,  (;.  P.  Sons.  8S.  819. 
Putnam,  Israel,  114. 
Putnam,  Rufus,  579. 

Quackenboss,  .John,  735,  739,  741,  743, 
745,  747,  749,  750,  754,  756.  757, 
761,  764,  768,  770.  774,  777,  784, 
794,  795,  800,  805,  815. 

Quick,  Jacobus,  764. 

Quick,  James,  772. 

Quigley,  Thomas,  673. 

Radley,  H.  C,  33. 

-Rahl,  Col.,  75,  375,  402,  441,  443,  444. 
Railroad,  first,  562. 


Rainbow  Bridge  National  Monument, 
282. 

Rains,  John,  735,  740. 

Rammey,  William,  764. 

Randall,  H.  M.,  135. 

Randall,  Thomas,  772,  773. 

Rankin,  M.  A.  H.,  43. 

Ransom,   Barzilla,  714. 

Rapalje,  John,  714. 

Rawdon,  Clara  L.  H.,  255. 

Rawlings,  Moses,  441,  444. 

Rawson,  Wilson  (or  William),  682, 
693,  755,  760,  789. 

Ray,  Cornelius,  715,  736. 

Rav,  Robert,  715. 

Raymond,  M.  D.,  18. 

Reade,  James,  734,  740. 

Reeder,  Samuel,  307. 

Reeves,  Alfred,  549,  555. 

Regiments:  Avierican:  McDougall's, 
146;  First  N.  Y.  Dragoons,  50,  51; 
Thirty-seventh  N.  Y.  militia,  590; 
591,  593;  Fortieth  N.  Y.  militia, 
591.  British:  1st  Foot,  414; 
2d  Dragoons,  484;  2d  Foot  ((  old- 
stream  Guards) .  362,  414,  437,  446, 
476;  2d  Americans  (Volunteers  of 
Ireland),  438;  3d  Gu.irds 
(Scotch),  414;  3d  Dragoons,  484; 
3d  Foot  (Buffs,  Scotch),  414.  437, 
483;      4th    Foot     (King's  Own), 

420,  42],  4.35,  437,  483,  500,  501; 
5th  Foot  (Northumberland  Fusi- 
liers), 484;  Gth  Foot  (Royal 
Wanvickshire) ,  420,  455,  460,  463, 
464;  7th  Foot  (Roval  Fusiliers), 
416,  463.  464,  48l';  10th  Foot 
(Lincolnshire),  420,  435,  437,  463, 
470,  483,  484,  487;  14th  Foot 
(Buckinghamshire),  418.  437,  -103, 
464,  470,  471,  472;  15th  Foot 
(Yorkshire.  East  Ridin>r1.  402; 
16th  Foot  (Scotch),  435,  437;  17th 
Foot  (Leicestershire),  381,  389, 
445.  446,  460-479,  482,  484,  487; 
17th  Lisrht  Dragoons,  376,  461,  463, 
402;  22d  Foot  (Manchester  Vol- 
unteers, later  Cheshire).  409.  437; 
23d  Foot  (Roval  Welsh  Fusiliers), 
435,  437,  464,' 484.  491:  2titli  Foot 
(Cameronians),  481,  487,  28th 
PW,  362,  414,  437,  449,  463,  468- 
470,  473;  33d  Foot,  415,  435,  437, 
483.  487;  35th  Foot.  421,  463.  464; 
36th  Foot,  437:  37th  Foot,  437, 
484;  3ath  Foot,  362.  382,  385, 
386,  397,  404,  407,  40!),  412,  420, 

421,  429,  437,  463,  464.  491;  40th 
Foot,  437;  42d  Foot  (Royal  High- 
landers, Black  Watch),  435,  437, 
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Regiments:  British —  (Continued): 
478,  488;  43d  Foot,  437;  44tli 
Foot,  434,  435,  436,  437;  4.5th 
Foot,  419,  421,  423,  463,  464; 
46th  Foot  (South  Devonshire), 
437;  47th  Foot,  382,  463,  492; 
49th  Foot  (Royal  Berks),  437, 
52d  Foot,  437,  461,  463,  472;  54th 
Foot,  385,  397,  421,  448;  55th 
Foot,  361:  57th  Foot  (West  Mid- 
dlesex), 384,  386,  402,  407,  409, 
414,  420,  429,  435-438,  445.  448, 
463,  464,  468,  469,  471,  491;  62d 
Foot  (the  Springers,  ^^'iltshire), 
485;  63d  Foot,  438:  64tli  Foot 
(Musketeers),  438,  501:  70tii  Foot 
(Surrey),  438,  440;  71st  Foot 
(Highland),  446,  448,  462,  463,  467, 
470,  471,  474,  477,  501;  74th  Foot 
(Argyle,  Highland),  414,  438;  76th 
Foot"  (McDonald's  Highland),  415, 
423.  429,  438;  80th  Foot  (Royal 
F.dinburgh),  409,  414,  429,  438, 
463.  465,  492;  82d  Foot  (Scotch) 
404,  414,  420;  Anspach,  440; 
Body,  389,  445,  450,  451,  407,  497; 
Rose,  402;  Crown  Prince  (Erb 
Prinz),  452,  497;  Donop  Muske- 
teers, 378,  389-400;  402,  416,  426, 
428,  445 :  Emmerich's  Chasseurs, 
381,  497;  Invalid,  143;  Jagers,  386; 
392,  423;  Jung  Lossberg,  437; 
Knyphausen,  425 ;  Koeler  Grena- 
diers, 402;  Landiiraf  (Wutneoau), 
4.25,  464,  465;  Life  Guards, "  381, 
451,  456;  Lossberg,  402,  425;  Loyal 
Americans,  429,^  435,  462:  Mir- 
baeh,  437;  Northumberland  Fusi- 
liers, 435;  N.  Y.  Volunteers  (Col. 
Turnbull),  438,  463,  465:  Prince 
Charles,  196,  402,  435;  Rahl,  425; 
Royal  Fusiliers,  362 ;  Royal  Amer- 
ican, 445:  Roval  IVlarines,  438,  467; 
Royal  Provincials,  429,  438,  445, 
483,  487,  491,  492;  Trumbach,  402, 
426. 

Reid,  Robert  W,,  139,  140. 

Reisner,  Christian  F.,  539,  556. 

Eeker,  Walter  E.,  187. 

Eemensnyder,  Junius  B.,  539. 

Remsen,  Henry,  772,  773. 

Reno,  George,  571. 

Renwick,  James,  242. 

Reuben,  Frederick  B.,  597. 

Reubold,  Herr,  324. 

Revere,  Paul,  135. 

Rh-eims  cathedral,  342. 

Rhinelander,  William,  785. 

Rhode  Island  state  reservations,  266. 

Richard,  Ei-nest,  162. 


Richard.  Paul,  mayor  of  New  York, 
839. 

Richardson,  Charles  778. 

Richardson,  Elbert,  590. 

Richardson,  John,  589,  590,  593,  595, 

Richmond,  Julia,  152. 

Richards,  Edward  C.  M.,  43. 

Ridder,  Herman,  trustee,  21 ;  commit- 
tees, 21,  22;  on  Mayor's  Fourth  of 
July  Committee,  225 ;  Commercial 
Tercentenary  Commission,  506,  514. 

Riis,  Jacob  A..  147. 

Riker,  Abm.,  728. 

Riker,  Henry,  685,  764. 

Riker,  John,  726. 

Ritter,  E.  P.  V.,  510,  556,  566,  567. 

Rives,  G.  L.,  138. 

Rivington,  James,  66,  68,  70. 

Robb,  J.  Hampden,  18. 

Roberts,  Frances  W.,  254. 

RobBi-ts,  Robert,  798. 

Robertson,  General,  436. 

Robertson,  George  H..  552. 

Robinson,  Beverly,  69,  429. 

Robinson,  Edgarda,  77. 

Robinson,  Harvey,  549. 

Robinson,  James,  714,  723. 

Robinson,  Lucius  F.,  273. 

Robinson,  Powhattan,  549. 

Rochambeau,  •  Count,  127,  361,  380. 

Rock  Cities  in  western  New  York 
State,  237,  262.-264. 

Rocky  Mountain  National  Park.  282. 

Rocraft,  William,  33. 

Roe,  William  J.,  244. 

Rogers,  John,  108. 

Rogers,  Nathaniel,  595. 

Rogers,  Sherman  S.,  18. 

Rolfe,  John,  312. 

Roll,  Jacob,  680. 

Romans,  Bernard,  577.  579. 

Romeyn,  Elias,  766. 

Roome,  Henry,  813. 

Roome,  John  I.,  804. 

Roosevelt,  Cornelius  C,  -659,  660,  661, 
662,  663,  664,  666,  667,  669,  673, 
679,  680,  683,  689,  694,  697.  701, 
703,  705,  706,  709,  710,  712,  718, 
721,  723,  724,  726,  729,  765,  785. 

Roosevelt,  Isaac,  721,  726,  779. 

Roosevelt,  Nicholas,  773. 

Roosevelt,  Robert  B.,  115. 

Roosevelt,  Theodore,  115,  151. 

Rose,  Alexander,  34. 

Rose,  E.  0.,  34. 

Rose,  Harry,  34. 

Rosette,  David.  764. 

Ross,  Betsey,  561. 

Ross,  George,  561. 

Poss,  William  D.,  592,  595. 
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Eossiter,  Van  Wvck,  25. 
Roth,  Filibert,  43". 
Rothrock,  J.  T.,  43,  44. 
Rousseau,  Theodore,  556. 
Rovillaiii,  Eugene  E.,  76. 
Ross,  Henry  H.,  589,  595. 
Rowley,  Daniel,  597. 
Ruckle,  Philip,  802. 
Rumsey,  Mr.,  inventor  water  engine, 
763. 

Rumsian  Society  of  Philadelphia, 
763. 

Russell,  Abm.,  752. 
Russell,  Alexander,  76. 
Russia,  nature  preservation,  327. 
Russian  Archaeological  Society,  329. 
Russian    Geographical   Society,  328, 
329. 

Russian      Imperial      Academy  of 

Sciences,  329. 
Rutgers,  Henry,  758,  768. 
Rutgers,  Hendrick,  768. 
Rutt^nber,  Edward  M.,  576,  584. 
Ryan,  Efhe,  747. 
Ryer.  Blazius,  364. 
Rver,  William,  685. 
Ryersen,  Gozen,  780,  807,  818. 

Sacajawea,  305,  313. 

Sackett,  Heniy  W.,  vice-president  of 
the  American  Scenic  and  Historic 
Preservation  Society,  20;  trustee, 
21;  committees,  21,  22,  23;  New 
York  Commercial  Tercentenary 
Commission,  506. 

Sage,  Mrs.  Russell,  gift  ito  Society, 
28,  29;  gift  of  Constitution  Island, 
239,  581. 

St.  Andrew's  Society,'  138. 

St.  GaiTdens,  Augustus,  108,  120. 
■  St.  Lawrence  Reservation,  233. 

St.  Nicholas  vSociety,  145. 

St.  Paul's  Cathedral.  London,  in  dan- 
ger, 315,  624. 

Salter,  Menassah,  785. 

San  Clemen  tc.  Rome,  saved,  330. 

Sanders,  Archie  D.,  .52. 

Sanders,  C.  K.,  49. 

Sands.  Comfort,  714,  715,  719,  727, 
728.  757,  780. 

Sands,  Joshua,   772,  773. 

Santvoort,  Abraham,  100,  101. 

Saratoga  Battlefield,  233,  236,  249. 

Saratoga  Springs  State  Reservation, 
23.5,  249. 

Sargeant,  Captain,  579. 

Sartorio,  Aristide,  345. 

Sauer,  J.  L.,  555. 

Saunders,  Thomas,  764. 

Savage,  Edward,  72. 

Saville,  Marshall  H.,  462. 


Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation,  in 
the  United  States,  1-313;  Great 
Britain,  3d3— 316;  Erance  and  Bel- 
gium, 317;  Netherlands,  317-322; 
Germany,  323-327;  Russia,  327-329; 
Austria-Hungary,  329,  330;  Swe- 
den, 330;  Italy,  330,  331;  China, 
331-335;  Japan,  33-5-337;  in  war, 
337-345;  general  principles,  13-17. 

Schaghen,  P.,  825. 

Schermerliorn,  Peter,  673,  687,  755. 

Schermerhorn,  Simon,  673,  687,  785'. 

Schiflf,  Jacob  H.,  542,  556. 

Schmidt,  Major  Gen.,  376,  443. 

Schneider,  Henry,  179. 

Schoharie  County  Historical  Society, 
254. 

Schuchert,  Charles,  604. 
Schultz,  Leo,  544,  545. 
Schuster,  Dr.,  339. 
Schuyler,  Livingston  R.,  408. 
Schuyler  Mansion  at  Albany,  235'. 
Schuyler,  Montgomery,  352. 
Schuyler,  Philip,  120,  146,  577,  578, 
581. 

Schweder,  Herr,  330. 

Scott,  Mrs.  Charles  P.  G.,  25,  64. 

Scott,  John  Morin,  580. 

Sczepanek,  Stephen  F.,  187. 

Seal,  George,  764,  770,  809. 

Seals,  of  New  York  on  Commercial 
Tercentenary  medal,  517  and  plate 
17;  of  United  States,  843;  of  New 
York  City,  see  New  York  City 
Seals. 

Seaman,  Jacob,  685,  795. 

Seaman,  Obadiah,  685,  795. 

Seaman,  Willet,  685. 

Searles,  Alfred,  232. 

Sears,  Isaac,  723,  807. 

Sears,  "King,"  114. 

Seattle,  Indian  chief,  304. 

Sebring,  Cornelius,  708. 

Seelye,  Gilbert  T.,  249. 

Segar,  John,  709. 

Segurola,  Andre,  544. 

Seligsberg,  Louis,  138. 

Seligman,  Isaac  N.,  Treasurer  of 
Mayor's  Fourth  of  July  Committee, 
225;  Commercial  Tercentenary  Com- 
mission, 556,  .566. 

Semler,  Mr.,  694. 

Semler,  Casper,  816. 

Senate  House  at  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  233. 

Sequoia  National  Park,  area,  281; 
visitors,  283;  government  litera- 
ture, 287. 

Sequoya.  Princess,  marriage  to  Rich- 
ard  Croker,  312. 

Setchanove,  Robert  J.,  .5.38. 

Seton,  ^^■illiam,  670,  755,  762,  764,  765, 
771.  774.  780. 
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oeverance,  Frank  H.,  1G3. 
Seward,  William  H.,  108. 
Sharlow,  Thomas,  139,  140. 
Sharpies,  James,  73,  74. 
Shakespeare,  William,  trial  of,  89. 
Shaw,  John  M.,  ■2'2o,  227. 
•Shaw,  Mary,  749. 
Shedden  &  Low,  676. 
Shelborne,  Lord,  578. 
Shelvey,  Joseph,  678,  705,  742,  760, 
784. 

Sherman,  William  T.,  120. 
Shewkirk,    Kev.    Mr.,  revolutionary 

diary,  114. 
bhipping,  562;  see  also  Navigation. 
Shoemaker,  Abraham,  204. 
Shonts,  Theodore  P.,  297,  5i23. 
Shortt,  William  Allaire,  184. 
Shoshone  Cavern  National  Monument, 

282. 

Sliotwell,  Abraham,  714. 

Shourt,  Jacob,  779. 

Shute,  Henry,  696,  753,  756,  760. 

Siekels,  Henry,  764. 

Signs,  disfigurement  of  ^trees,  170; 
taxation  abroad,  170;  on  private 
property,  173;  religious  posters, 
216;  New  York  City  billboard  ordi- 
nance, 218;  New  York  City  Bill- 
board Commission,  222;  subway  ad- 
vertising and  news-stands,  223; 
unlawful  advertisements  on  high- 
ways, 224;  in  the  Netherlands,  318 
et  seq.;  Germany,  323. 

Sifort,  Peter,  769. 

Silverman,  Henry  J.,  529. 

Silverman,  Joseph,  539. 

Simmons,  Benjamin  F.,  138. 

Simmons,  John,  708,  760,  798. 

Simonson,  F.  Dehass,  184. 

Simpson,  C.  C,  36-6,  414. 

Simpson,  George  W.,  224. 

Sing  Sing,  cliange  of  name,  151. 

Sites  and  Inscriptions,  committee,  25, 
99;  Letch  worth  Park,  50;  submis- 
sions passed  upon,  98;  Lispenard 
mansion,  99,  105;  King's  Bridge,  99, 
105;  John  street,  99,  102;  Margaret 
Corbin,  99,  140^144;  Jewish  ceme- 
teries, 99,  102;  Mount  Morris  Park, 
99;  Boquet  River,  99;  historical 
sight-seeing  in  New  York  City,  107; 
see  also  Tablets  and  Monuments. 

Sitka  National  Monumenit,  282. 

Skaats,  Rinier,  665,  696,  718,  748,  753, 
755,  769,  781,  804,  808,  812. 

Skaats,  Thomas,  703. 

Sloane,  Augustus  A.,  100,  102. 

Sloo,  William,  660,  684,  713,  718,  748, 
752,  769,  79'9. 

Slott,  Cornelius,  772. 


Smedes,  John,  100. 

Smith,  Alexander,  849. 

Smith,  George  Arthur,  77. 

Smith,  James  D.,  258. 

Smith,  Jeffrey,  605. 

Smith,  J.  F.,  183. 

Smith,  J.  Gardner,  53>8. 

Smith,  John,  Capt.,  835. 

Smith,  Joseph,  707. 

Smith,  Joshua  Hetit,  33. 

Smith,  Pascal  N.,  207. 

Smith,  R.  A.  C,  556. 

Smith,  Solomon,  717,  728,  760. 

Smith,  William,  65  et  seq.,  685. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  332. 

Smock,  John  C,  23,  85. 

Sneeden,  Samuel,  798. 

Snyder^  William,  810. 

Society  for  the  Preservation  of  New 

Hampshire  Forests,  43. 
Society  for  Promoting  Manufactures 

in  New  York  City,  784. 
Society  of  the  Second  War  with  Great 

Britain,  589,  plate  55. 
Somerindyk,  John,  771,  799. 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  86, 

99,  104  et  seq.,  110,  119,  129,  228, 

560. 

Sons  of  Liberty,  110,  111,  116,  118. 

Sons  of  the  Revolution,  86,  111,  116, 
132,  145,  522. 

Sons  of  St.  Patrick,  138. 

Spaulding,  Elbridge  G.,  18. 

Spencer,  Lorillard,  .523. 

Spier,  Leslie,  352,  405,  449,  451,  457. 

Spier,  Percy,  351,  449,  451,  457. 

Spofford,  Charles  A.,  trustee,  21 ;  com- 
mittees, 21,  22,  23. 

Spoor,  Seward  G.,  522. 

Spreckels,  Glaus  A.,  138. 

Sproule,  Lieut.,  381,  436. 

Spuyten  Duyvil  Creek,  filled  up,  126. 

Spy  Island,  234. 

Squaw  Winter,  305. 

Stabler,  Walter,  183. 

Stafford,  Job,  589,  590,  593,  594. 

Stafford,  William,  590. 

Stagg,  John,  660,  685,  711,  730,  744, 
745,  74'6i,  752,  757,  760',  801,  807,  810. 

Stamp  Act  Riots,  113. 

Stanley,  James,  522,  544,  545. 

Stark,  Captain,  249. 

Stark,  John,  portrait,  76. 

Stark's  Knob,  237,  248,  249. 

Star  Spangled  Banner,  527,  528,  559, 
562. 

State  Parks:  See  names  of  states, 
also  names  of  individual  parks. 

Staten  Island  Antiquarian  Society, 
213. 
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Staten  Island  Association  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  521. 

Staten  Island  Garden  Club,  213. 

Statues,  see  Monuments. 

Steamship  disasters,  187. 

Steckler,  Cliarles,  182. 

Stephens,  John,  780,  78G. 

Sterling,  William  Alexander  (Gener- 
al), 579. 

Sterry,  Frederick,  514. 

Steuben,  Friedrich  Wilhelm  von,  257. 

Steuben,  Minna,  L.  von,  257. 

Steuben,  Ulysses  von,  257. 

Stevens,  B.  F.,  196. 

Stevens,  Harry,  95. 

Stevens,  Jolm,  207,  788. 

Stevens,  Joseph  W.,  52.3. 

Stevens,  William  E.,  139. 

Stevenson,  Thomas,  798. 

Stewart  &  Jones,  818. 

Stewart,  Charles  A.,  551. 

Stewart,  James  A.,  673,  687.  814. 

Stewart,  John  A.,  18. 

Stillwell.  ]Martha,  213. 

Stillwell,  Silas  M..  108. 

Stillwell,  Thomas,  213. 

Stirn,  Gen.,  124. 

-Stitt,  Edward  W.,  227,  512,  524,  548. 

Stivers,  John  D.,  239. 

Stockwell,  Samuel,  734  740. 

Stokes,  I.  N.  Phelps,  138,  821. 

Stokes,  P.,  162. 

Stone  Fort  in  Schoharie,  254. 

Stone,  Jeremiah,  754,  808. 

Stonehouse,  George,  95. 

Stony  Point  State  Reservation,  com- 
mittee, 25,  32;  custodianship,  25, 
31;  finances,  27,  34;  maintenance, 
31;  visitors,  32;  i  celebration,  32; 
creation,  233;  museum,  582;  plates 
39,  40,  41. 

Stony  Point  Lighthouse  Reservation, 
237. 

Stony    Point    Village  Improvement 

Association,  32,  33. 
Storm,  Abraham,  680. 
Rtoughton,  Charles  W.,  223. 
Stout,  Herman,  804. 
Slnutenbnrch,    Isaac,    692,   711,  724, 

751,  752,  800. 
Stower,  Michael  H.,  593-595. 
Stowpr,  Thomas,  59li. 
Stranahan,  J.  S.  T.,  18. 
Stratton,  Mr.,  elk  breeder,  263. 
Straus,  Nathan,  312. 
vStringham,  Joseph.  748. 
Strong,  Joseph,  738. 
Stryker,  John,  670. 
Stuart,  Gilbert,  64,  73,  74. 
Stuart,  Jane,  74. 
Sturges,  Jonathan,  755. 


Stuyvesant,  Peter,  Director  General, 
119,  152,  164,  561,  568,  826. 

Stuyvezandt,  Peter,  735,  740. 

Stymets,  Frederick,  795. 

Sudworth,  George  B.,  38,  39,  42. 

Suffragettes,  vandalism  by,  313. 

Sulgrave  Manor,  316. 

Sullivan,  James  E.,  227. 

Sullivan,  James  F.,  525. 

Sullivan,  Gen.  John,  119. 

Sully,  Thomas,  74,  76. 

Sully's  Hill  National  Park,  area, 
281;  visitors,  283. 

Sumner,  John  C,  286. 

Sunlight  Cities,  625. 

Sutro,  Theodore,  255. 

Sutton,  Elizabeth,  101. 

Svenson,  Adolph  J.,  187. 

Swartwout,  Bernardus,  773. 

Swayne,  Wager,  18. 

Sweden,  nature  protection,  330. 

Sweet,  Thaddeus  C,  11. 

Sweet,  William  M.,  549. 

Swetland,  H.  M.,  549. 

Syracuse  University,  43. 

Tablets:  Boquet  River,  99,  299,  589, 
plate  55;  Fort  Masonic,  1.39,  299, 
plate  2;  Hall  of  Fame,  157;  Indian 
nurse,  306;  John  Street,  99,  102, 
plate  2;  Jewish  cemeteries.  99,  102- 
104;  King's  Bridge,  99,  105;  Lis- 
penard  house,  99,  105;  Letchworth 
Park,  50;  Merchants  Coffee  House, 
129-138,  plate  2;  Pell's  Point  or 
Glover's  Eock,  128;  Washington's 
itinerary,  104  et  seq. 

Taft,  William  H.,  portrait,  76;  breaks 
ground  for  Indian  monument,  512, 
521. 

Taghanic  Falls,  236. 

Tahgajute  (Logan),  304. 

Talahina,  313. 

Talcott,  Charles  A.,  257. 

Tallmadge,  Frederick  S.,  18. 

Talman,  Dowe,  764. 

Tappan,  Frederick  D.,  18. 

Tappan    Monument,    committee,  25; 

property,  97;  see  also  Andre. 
Taylor,  Daniel,  246. 
Taylor,  Edith  V.,  65. 
Taylor,  Mrs.  Henry  F.,  213. 
Taylor,  Hiram  Wil.=on,  77. 
Taylor,  Mrs.  Hiram  Wilson,  77. 
Taylor,  Isaac,  70. 
Taylor,  James  H.,  138. 
Taylor,  James  M.,  18. 
Taylor,  John,  778,  804. 
Taylor,  Willet,  Jr/,  688. 
Taylor  Zachary.  portrait,  74. 
Telegraph,  early  experiments,  108. 
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Telegraph,  electric,  5®2. 
Teller,  James,  663. 
Temple,  Charlottej  112. 
Temple  Chib,  F.  &  A.  M.,  138-140. 
Ten  Broeck,  Hendrick,  100. 
Ten  Broeck,  Jaspar,  764. 
Ten  Eyek,  Conrad,  832,  838. 
Ten  Eyck,  Thomas,  807. 
Tersteeg,  D.  F.,  322. 
Thacher  Park,  see  John  Boyd  Thach- 
er  Park. 

Thacher,  John  Boyd,  87,  et  seq;  see 
also  John  Boyd  Thacher  Pai'k. 

Thacher,  Mrs.  John  Boyd,  23,  84-86, 
91,  236;  see  also  John  Boyd  Thach- 
er Park 

Tharp,  George,  597. 

Thayer,  Stephen  H.,  trustee,  21;  com- 
mittees, 24,  25,  64. 

Thomas,  Mr.,  700. 

Thomas,  Thomas,  769. 

Thompson,  A.  H.,  286. 

Thompson,  Andrew,  766. 

Thompson,  Andrew,  Jr.,  662,  668. 

Thompson,  Elmer,  548  549,  556. 

Thompson,  Mary  Clark  (Mrs.  F.  F.), 
gift  to  Society,  28;  donor  of  Clark 
Reservation,  236,  258-261. 

Thompson,  T.  P.,  300. 

Thompson,  Walter  T.,  22. 

Thompson,  William  C,  204. 

Thurston,  R.  C.  B.,  104. 

Tliurman,  John,  773. 

Tibout,  Janetje,  395. 

Tier,  Valentine,  710. 

Tilden,  Samuel  J.,  120. 

Timbrell,  W.  C,  34. 

Titanic  disaster,  187. 

Titlar,  George,  764. 

Toback,  Samuel  S.,  551. 

Togawa,  Z.,  335,  336. 

Tokugawa,  S.,  335,  336. 

Tokugawa,  Y.,  335,  336. 

Tomas,  Guillereno  M.,  571. 

Tomkies,  Mrs.  Hoyle,  33,  34. 

Tomkins,  Arthur  S.,  33,  34. 

Tomkins,  Calvin,  trustee,  21. 

Tomlin,  Franklin  S.,  183. 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  591. 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  portrait,  75. 

Tontine  Society,  138. 

Tonto  National  Monument,  282. 

Tourney,  J.  W.,  43,  45. 

Townsend,  Charles  H.,  556. 

Townsend,  George  Alfred,  241. 

Tracey,  James  F.,  23,  85,  86. 

Tracy  Benjamin  F,,  18. 

Trask,  Spencer,  memorial  at  Sara- 
toga Springs,  249,  250  and  jjlate  54. 

Trask,  Mrs.  Spencer,  249. 

Treadwell,  George  Curtis,  86. 

Treat,  E.  B.,  386. 


Treaty  of  Ghent,  562. 

Trees,  protection  in  streets,  169;  Big 
Tree  (Geneseo),  41;  Big  Trees  of 
California,  287;  notable  in  New 
York,  215,  384;  Flushing  Cedars  of 
Lebanon,  215;  see  also  Arboretums, 
Forestry,  etc. 

Trotter,  George,  portrait,  73. 

Trow,  Joseph,  729. 

Trumbull,  John,  74,  76. 

Tryon  William,  441. 

Tsunoda,  S.,  336. 

Tumacacori  National  Monument,  282. 

Turini,  Giovanni,  108. 

Turk,  Ahasuerus,  785. 

Turnbull,  Lieut.  Col.,  438. 

Turnbull,  Thomas,  688. 

Turner,  Albert  M.,  273. 

Turner,  Daniel  L.,  184. 

Turner,  G.,  763. 

Turner,  John,  785,  802. 

Tyler,  John,  portrait,  75. 

Tyler,  Miriam,  95. 

Tysen,  Richard,  214. 

Ullman,  Mabel,  95. 

Ulmann,  Albert,  trustee,  21;  commit- 
tees, 22,  25,  99;  historian,  100,  102; 
Merchants  Coffee  House  tablet  138. 

Uncas,  305. 

Underbill,  Thomas,  798. 
Union   des-   Associations  Nationales, 
344. 

Union  of  Colonies  first  proposed,  129. 

United  Historical  and  Patriotic  So- 
cieties and  Associations  of  New 
York,  163. 

University  of  Chicago,  17. 

University  of  Michigan,  43. 

University  of  Munich,  39. 

University  of  New  York  State,  .S6, 
260,  510. 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  44. 

University  of  Tokio,  17. 

Universi+y  of  Toronto,  43,  44. 

University  of  Vii'ginja,  39. 

Usher,  l.'^ila,  277. 

Uvarov,  Countess,  329. 

Vacher,  John  F.,  698. 

Vail,  Charles  Delamater,  trustee,  21; 

committees.  23,  38. 
Van  Antwerp,  Simon,  735,  739. 
Van  Blarakem,  Abm.,  685. 
Van  Bomell,  Peter,  718 
Van  Brackel,  James.  734,  740. 
Van  Buren,  A.  M.,  555. 
Van    Buren,    Martin,    portrait,  76; 

homestead,  236. 
Van  Buskirk,  Lucas,  680. 
Van  Cleve,  George  B.,  555. 
Van  Cortlandt,  Augustus,  205. 
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Van  Cortlandt,  Frederick,  205. 
Van  Cortlandt,  Manor,  395. 
Van  Cortlandt,  Olaf  Stevenson,  833. 
Van    Cortlandt,    Stephen,   mayor  of 

New  York,  839. 
Vandalism  by  suffragettes  in  Great 

Britain,  313;   by  relic  hunters  in 

China,  331;  in  war,  337-345. 
Van  Dalsen,  Captain,  393. 
Vanderbilt,  Cornelius,  506,  513,  519, 

522. 

Van  der  Donck,  Adriaen,  823. 

Vanderkemp,  Francis  Adriaen,  826. 

Vanderlyn,  John,  74. 

Van  De  Water,  Bernardus,  800. 

Van  De  Water,  William,  735,  740. 

Van  Gelder,  Abraham,  657,  661,  062, 
663,  666,  668,  669,  676-680,  683- 
685,  689,  691,  692,  694,  700,  703, 
706,  708,  710,  712,  714,  718,  719, 
721,  722,  724,  729,  732,  733,  735, 
736,  739,  741,  743,  747,  749,  751, 
753,  756,  758,  761,  763,  766,  768, 
769,  770,'  771,  774,  775,  777-779, 
782,  785-791,  793-795,  800,  802, 
805,  806,  808,  812,  815. 

Van  Home,  Anna  Maria,  838. 

Van  Houten,  John,  779. 

Van  Loon,  Gerard,  821. 

Van  Mater  ( or  Van  Master ) ,  Gilbert, 
781. 

Van  Nostrand,  Thomas  P.,  729. 

Van  Osdall,  John,  779. 

Van  Pelt,  family,  213. 

Van  Ranst,  Cornelius,  837. 

Van  Tienhoven,  Cornelius,  100. 

Van  Vleck,  Isaac,  730. 

Van  Winkle,  Susanna,  772. 

Van  Wvck,  Pierre  C,  162. 

Van  Zandt,  Peter,  80*4. 

Van  Zandt,  Peter  P.,  665,  666,  667, 
726,  742,  743. 

Van  Zandt,  Tobias,  659,  661,  666, 
668,  669,  670,  672-674,  676,  679, 
68U,  682,  683,  685,  687-689,  691, 
692,  694,  700,  706,  708,  709,  714, 
717,  719,  721,  724,  729,  7.32,  733, 
735,  739,  741,  744,  7.50,  761,  764, 
766,  767,  770,  774,  785,  789,  790, 
794,  795,  802,  812,  815. 

Van  Zandt,  Wvnant,  689,  692,  694, 
697,  701,  70.3,  706,  708,  710,  712, 
714,  716,  718,  719,  720,  729,  732- 
734,  736-739,  741,  743-745,  747, 
749,  75.3,  754,  756-758,  761,  763, 
764,  767,  768,  77o,  771.  774,  775, 
777,  779,  782,  784-788,  790,  791, 
793-795,  798,  800,  801,  802,  805, 
808,  812,  814,  815,  817. 


Varick,  Richard,  biographical  sketch, 
146;  Recorder,  679,  683,  701,  703, 
706,  708,  736,  743,  745,  749,  753, 
756,  758,  761,  763,  767,  768,  770, 
771,  774,  775,  777,  785,  791,  793, 
794. 

Varick  &  Elting,  742. 
Vau.K,  Calvert,  154. 
Vera  Cruz,  dead  sailors  from,  189, 
507. 

Vermont  state  reservations,  266,  268. 
Verplanck,  A.,  246. 
Verplanck,  Abraham,  827. 
Verplanck    Mansion    near  Fishkill, 
236. 

Verplanck,  Samuel,  778. 

Verplanck,  W.  E.,  576. 

Verrazzano,  Giovanni,  115. 

Verrill,  Addison  E.,  606. 

"\^ervelen,  Isaac,  764. 

Virginia  Antiquities,  Association  for 

Preserving,  279. 
■^'ivas,  J.  Abon,  76. 
Volcanos,  in  New  York,  248;  Lassen 

Peak,  284. 
Von:    Except  in  cases  in  which  it  is 

known  that  usage  ha.s  inseparably 

coupled  "  von  "  with  the  last  name, 

names    with    "  von  "    are  indexed 

under   the   last  name   instead  of 

under  Von. 
Von    KrafTt,    John    Charles  Philip, 

diary,    195,    196,    378,    et  seq; 

panoramic  sketch,  380,  381,  plate 

34. 


Wabewegewes,  312. 
Waddington,  Henry,  713. 
AVaddington,  Joshua,  785. 
Wadhams,  L.,  595. 
Wadhams,  Luman,  589. 
Wadleigh,  Lydia,  152. 
Wadsworth,  James  S.,  41. 
Wadsworth,  James  W.,  42. 
Wahagunta,  307-312. 
Wakeman,  Abram,  1.30-138,  163. 
AA'aldo,  Samuel,  75. 
Waldron,  Adolph,  696,  718,  757,  799. 
Waldron,  David,  672,  748,  766,  784. 
AValker,  William,  Indian,  307. 
Wallace,  Alexander,  66,  70. 
Wallace,  Hugh,  66,  70. 
Wallach,  Samuel,  538. 
Walsh,  Mrs.  H.  C,  246. 
AValters,  John,  810. 
Walton,  Gerard,  809. 
Wanamaker,  Rodman,  521,  523,  569. 
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War,  immunity  of  monuments,  muse- 
ums and  libraries,  3S7;  design  of 
flag  for  protection  of  monuments, 
etc.,  339;  memorials  of  Ameri- 
can Institute  of  Architects, 
340;  of  Architectural  League  of 
New  York,  342;  of  National  Sculp- 
ture Society,  343;  by  foreign 
groups,  344;  American  Revolution, 
31,  63,  66,  97,  104-129,  187,  188,  195, 
205,  214,  272,  347-5-01,  561,  575-586; 
Boxer,  331;  Civil,  50,  192,  448; 
French  and  Indian,  31,  37,  255; 
French  Revolution,  88,  89;  Euro- 
pean, 178,  299,  337-345,  508,  613; 
Mexican,  268;  Napoleonic,  149; 
Seminole,  306;  Thirty  Years,  639; 
Second  with  Great  Britain,  299,  561, 
562,  589-598;  see  also  Battles,  Mon- 
uments, Tablets,  Sites,  Sons  of  the 
Revolution,  Daughters  of  the  Revo- 
lution, etc. 

Ward,  Artemas,  224. 

VVard,  Cabot,  190,  192,  202,  535,  555. 

Ward,  J.  Q.  A.,  108,  117,  280,  281,  304. 

Ward,  Samuel  &  Bros.,  6S2. 

Ward,  T.  P.,  538. 

Ward,  William,  280 

Ward  &  Gow,  223',  224. 

Waring,  Charles  T.,  299. 

Warner,  Anna  B.,  donor  of  Constitu- 
tional Island,  239,  581. 

Warner,  Charles  M.,  138. 

Warner,  Henry  W.,  581. 

Warner,  Susan  B.,  581. 

Warren,  Asa,  73. 

Warren,  Nathan  A.,  25,  04. 

Washakii,  Indian,  305. 

Washburn,  L.  H.,  34. 

Washburn,  M.  F.,  34. 

Washington,  George,  headquarters,  65, 
123,  148,  150',  232,  358  et  seq.;  por- 
traits, 73,  74,  75;  impersonated,  77, 
534,  537;  fortitude  at  time  of  An- 
dre's execution,  97;  entertained  in 
New  York,  99,  109;  itinerary  in 
1775,  104-107;  at  No.  1  Broadway, 
lil4;  intended  residence  in  New 
York,  115;  in  Fraunces'  Tavern, 
116;  statue,  117;  in  Wallabout  Bay, 
118;  sweetheart,  123;  at  Battle  of 
Fort  Washington,  124;  in  Van  Cort- 
landt  mansion,  126;  inauguration, 
108,  117,  133,  790;  at  Fort  Du- 
quesne,  148;  tomb,  160; .  proposed 
memorial  in  Westminster  Abbey, 
316;  at  New  York,  367  et  seq.;  wit- 
nesses Battle  of  Fort  Washington, 
446;  first  mentioned  by  Congress, 
577;  advises  fortifying  Highlands, 
579;  address  from  Corporation  of 


New  York  City  upon  his  inaugura- 
tion, 791,  792;  his  reply  thereto, 
795-797. 

Washington,  Martha,  portrait,  73,  im- 
personated, 534,  537,  561. 

Washington's  Headquarters  Associa- 
tion of  New  York  City,  150. 

Wassenaer,  Nicholas  van,  833  et  seq. 

\\  atkins  Glen  State  Reservation,  234. 

Watson,  James,  735,  739,  740,  765, 
803,  809. 

Watts,  John,  207,  785'. 

Watts,  Robert,  733. 

Wayne,  Anthony,  31,  33,  462. 

Webb,  H.  Walter,  IS. 

Webb,  William  H.,  18. 

Webbers,  Peter,  807. 

Weber,  Louis  S.,  538. 

Wedge,  Elijah,  668. 

Weed,  Thurlow,  582. 

Weed,  Walter  Harvey,  286,  287. 

Weeks,  Bisset,  764. 

Wegmann,  Edward,  203,  205. 

Weier,  John  E.,  147,  215. 

Weinert,  Albert,  304. 

Weissenfels,  Frederick,  661. 

Weissman,  A.  W.,  322. 

Weisenfels,  C.  F.,  see  Wiesenfels. 

Welch,  Thomas  V.,  18. 

Wells,  Obadiah,  676. 

Wells,  Samuel  Adams,  137. 

Wenzel,  A.  B.,  564. 

Wessels,  John,  734,  740. 

West,  Benjamin,  64,  72,  76. 

Westcot,  Mrs.  R.  W.,  77. 

Westervelt,  Cornelius,  685. 

Westervelt,  Richard,  685. 

Westminster  Abbey,  159,  623. 

West  Point,  07,  141,  146,  237,  440, 
575-586;  chain,  581,  682,  and  plates 
42  and  43;  see  also  Constitution 
Island. 

Wetmore,  John  C,  549. 

Wheeler  National  Monument,  282. 

mipple,  George  C,  183. 

White,  John,  835. 

White,  Sidney,  34. 

Wliite,  Mrs.  Sidney,  34. 

White,  Stanford,  108. 

White,  Thomas,  735,  740,  803,  809 

Whiteley,  A.  P.,  76. 

White  Plains  Couit  House,  23i6. 

Whitman,  William,  261. 

Whitney,  George  H.,  249. 

Whitten,  Robert  H.,  184. 

Wicks,  Charles  W.,  255. 

Wiederhold,  Lieutenant,  442,  443. 

Wiesenfels,  Charles  F.,  687-689,  707, 
758. 

Wilde,  Edward  Seymour,  821,  82-3, 
826,  827,  830,  843. 
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Wiles,  Edwin  L.,  34. 

WUes,  Frank  E.,  34. 

Wilkins,  Edward  11.,  273. 

Wilkins,  Jacob,  Jr.,  781. 

Will,  Christian,  735,  740. 

Will,  Henry,  752. 

Willcox,  William  G.,  183. 

Willcox,  W^illiam  R.,  510,  516. 

Willet,  Gilbert  C.,  817. 

Willet,  Marinus,  112,  116,  659,  6G1, 
663,  664,  665,  666,  669,  670,  672,  673, 
674,  676,  677,  680,  683,  684,  685,  68ili. 
687,  689,  692,  693,  694,  69-5,  697,  698, 
699,  701,  703,  708,  709,  710,  711,  712, 
714,  717,  718,  719,  721,  724,  725,  726, 
728,  729,  732,  733. 

Willett,  Gilbert,  816. 

William,  Count  of  Holland,  821. 

William  IV,  122,  127. 

Williams,  Arthur,  227,  511,  546,  556. 

Williams,  C.  M.,  43. 

Williams  College,  87. 

WilUams,  Frank  B.,  184. 

Williams,  Mornay,  18. 

Wmiams,  Otho  Holland,  441. 

Williams,  Roger,  158. 

Williams,  Sarah,  77. 

Williams,  Thomas,  605. 

Williams,  W.,  605. 

Williamson,  C.  C,  148. 

Willis,  David,  728. 

Willson,  Ebenezer,  mayor  of  New 
York,  838. 

Willson,  Minnie  Moore,  307. 

Wilson,  James  Grant,  164,  825,  833. 

Wilson,  Luther  B.,  540. 

Wilson,  Matthew,  75. 

Wilson,  Woodrow,  proposal  to  name 
Central  Park  aftei;  him,  146;  great 
administration,  278 ;  urged  to  pre- 
vent vandalism  in  war,  345 ;  recip- 
ient of  Commercial  Tercentenary 
medal,  518;  opens  commercial  ex- 
hibits, 567. 

Wind  Cave  National  Park,  area,  281; 
visitors,  283. 

Windmills,  568,  822,  830,  832. 

Wing,  James,  782. 

Winstanley,  William,  73. 

Wireless  Operators  memorial,  186. 

Wirt,  William,  portrait,  75. 

Wise,  J.  C,  280. 

Wisner,  Henry,  577,  580. 

Witherbee,  Sherman  &  Co.,  235. 

Wolcutt,  Rhoda,  602. 

Wolfe,  James,  Gen.,  148. 
Women,  famous,  154;  see  also  Hall  of 
Fame  and  individual  names. 


Wood,  F.  Derwent,  316. 

Wood,  Horatio  N.,  24. 

Wood,  Otis  Fenner,  566. 

Woodcock,  E.  C,  604. 

Woodcock,  Henry,  603,  605,  606,  607. 

Woodruff,  Eleazur,  412. 

Wool,  Jeremiah,  657-659,  661,  663, 
665,  666,  669,  673,  674,  679,  680, 
683,  685,  689,  692,  694,  697,  700, 
701,  703,  708,  710-712,  714,  721, 
724,  727,  729,  733,  734,  736,  739, 
741,  743-745,  747,  749,  753,  754, 
756-758,  761,  763,  764,  767,  763, 

770,  771,  774,  775,  777,  779,  782, 
784,  785,  786,  789,  790,  791,  794, 
795,  800,  802,  805,  807,  808,  810, 
812,  815. 

Wool,  John,  779. 
Worth,  William  J.,  107. 
Wren,  Christopher,  621. 
Wren,  M.,  828. 

Wright,  Daniel,  589,  591,  592. 

Wright,  Ebenezer  K.,  18. 

WvckhoflF,  Hendrick,  785. 

Wvlley,  John,  657,  659,  663,  666, 
667,'  669,  676,  679,  680,  683,  685, 
688,  689,  691,  694,  703,  706,  708, 
712,  714,  718,  721,  724,  726,  729, 
732,  733,  735,  736,  739,  741,  743-745, 
747,  753,  755-758,  761,  763,  767- 

771,  774,  775,  779,  782,  785-791, 
794,  795,  800,  802,  805,  808,  810- 
812,  815. 

Wynkoop,  Benjamin,  763. 

Yale  University,  43,  45.  273. 

Yamanouchi,  Shigeo,  17. 

Yellowstone  National  Park,  men- 
tioned, 14;  area,  281;  visitors,  283; 
revenue,  284;  government  litera- 
ture, 286. 

York,  namesake  of  New  York,  838; 
Duke  of,  see  James,  Duke  of 
York. 

Yosemite  National  Park,  area,  281; 
visitors,  283;  revenue,  284;  govern- 
ment literature,  287;  John  Muir, 
guardian,  294. 

Young,  L.  J.J  43. 

Young,  Robert,  portrait,  73. 

Zarth,  Elsa,  257. 
Zarth,  Nicholas,  257. 
Zenger,  John  Peter,  117. 
Zerrenner,  Mr.,  448. 
Zimiiiele,  Edward,  78. 
Zimmerman,  Ensign,  49/. 
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